
  On Sunday, June 8th, over 100 KJZT members, juniors and friends made their way to Family Fun Day at Splashway 
Waterpark in Sheridan, Texas for a day of fun activities, Mass to celebrate Pentecost Sunday, and enjoying each other’s 
community. At 10:00 a.m. State Chaplain Rev. Jared Cooke celebrated Mass with everyone in attendance. Music was 
provided by Daniel Hernandez, who works with Father Jared at Our Lady of Wisdom - Catholic University Parish.
  After Mass, members made their way to the pavilion for fun games hosted by the State Office. Games included Solo 
Cup Pong, Ring Toss, and a Pick-A-Sucker for a chance to win free Dippin’ Dots. The juniors had so much fun com-
peting against one another and winning fun prizes such as ring pops, bubbles, crazy straws, pickles, and hacky sack 
balls. Lunch was provided by the State Office. 
  We are grateful to all who were able to come and enjoy a day of fun rides, lazy river, and spending time with family 
and friends. We were so happy to spend the day with our KJZT family and can’t wait to do it again next year. Follow 
the KJZT Family Life social media accounts to see what other events are coming up and come join us!

Pictured (L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State 
Chaplain Father Jared Cooke, State Director Betty Vacek, State Director Joy Kovar, Vice President Cynthia Morris, 
Fraternal Field Manager Deborah Kaspar, and Insurance Services Manager Gillian Marek. Pictured in far back behind 
Father Jared is musician Daniel Hernandez.
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Summer is here and all of our juniors have finished another year of school. 
We are so excited for our graduates and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable 
summer. We have so many exciting events planned for the summer, and we 
hope you all can make it out to celebrate with us.
 
First, we started our Summer with Family Fun Day, at Splashway Water-
park. We are so grateful for all our members who come and participate 
each year. We always enjoy visiting with the members, while cooling down 
at the waterpark.
 
In a couple of weeks, we will be attending Camp Guardian Angel at the 

new camp location at Buckner Camp in Burnet, TX. This is an event I look forward to every year and enjoy 
seeing the Junior Leaders that I attended camp with when I was younger, bring their children to enjoy the 
experience that we did. These junior members are the future of KJZT, and I appreciate their parents keeping 
them active.
 
Convention is right around the corner, and we will soon be meeting with the Delegates to discuss the prog-
ress KJZT Family Life has made and ideas to help keep KJZT Family Life moving forward for many years. 
The input from our Delegates is very important to us.
 
This year KJZT Family Life awarded $27,350 to 52 high school graduates. We are proud to be able to award 
scholarships to our junior members every year. We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO
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President/CEO and Vice President Attend AFA Conference
  KJZT Family Life State Officers, President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester and Vice President Cynthia 
Morris, recently attended the 2025 Spring Sympo-
sium held by the American Fraternal Alliance in 
Cleveland, Ohio.
  It was held May 5-7, 2025 and was an opportu-
nity for fraternal leaders from across the sector to 
network. The aim was to connect and collaborate.
  The Officers attended sessions and heard speakers 
who delivered fresh insights, bold ideas, and ac-
tionable takeaways for all the Fraternals.
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

Habemus Papam: We Have A Pope... and he’s AMERICAN!

KJZT brothers and sisters, I pray that you are all staying happy, healthy and holy as we continue to fly through this 
unbearably HOT Texas summer - so once again, I also pray you are all staying cool. As I personally continue to stay 
very busy during these summer months, it’s always a welcomed experience when I am blessed to cross paths with 
you. I was especially heartened to join many of you at the “Family Fun Day” at Splashway on Pentecost Sunday. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the morning Mass and for opening your hearts to the Holy Spirit! It was a 
joy to pray with all of you and to celebrate a “Mass before the Splash!” Consider this everyone’s invitation to join us 
next year - don’t say you weren’t invited. Haha!

Since our last meeting, here within these pages, we also had something monumental and truly historic occur - namely 
the death of a Pope, a Papal Conclave, and the election of a new Holy Father! I must admit, I did not have an 
AMERICAN Pope in my Bingo Cards. Did you? I was glued to the TV, watching the whole thing unfold in real time 
with several of my students and Parish staff. Once we got past the confusion of the name of the announced Cardinal 
(Prevost) - a name no one was expecting - we finally heard the commentary come through the TV that this was an 

American Cardinal and my students went absolutely wild. I, on the other hand, stood in absolute shock and my mouth hit the floor. Never ever would I have EVER 
thought that we would have an American Pope (at least in my lifetime) not to mention one who chose the name Leo - a truly profound and intentional choice that 
I encourage you to learn more about, if you haven’t already done so. 

I must admit, I am already deeply moved and heartened by what I have seen thus far from his young, yet highly encouraging Papacy. It has been fun and intriguing 
to watch - everything from his profound and inspiring homilies, to his beautiful pastoral gestures and midwest American English (and humor for that matter) and of 
course his obvious nods to deep and long-lasting Catholic tradition. That said, remember, he is truly an American Pope, BUT he is not a Pope for just Americans! 
He is the Pope for the entire world. It will be tempting to see, interpret and judge his actions through an American lens and with our hyper-political American 
sensibilities and persuasions. I beg of you to resist that urge and to please remember, as I have stated before, that we are Catholic first and American second! Our 
Catholic faith should always inform our Politics and not the other way around. I pray that Pope Leo will help guide us through this in the years to come, even if 
and especially when it’s extra challenging. 

We of course continue to process, in deep gratitude, the legacy of Pope Francis and we continue to pray for the repose of his soul. We now also pray daily for our 
new Holy Father Pope Leo XIV, especially as he continues to shepherd over a billion Catholics worldwide. 

Thank you Lord for this beautiful and unexpected gift of Pope Leo XIV! Please continue to keep him (and us) happy, healthy and HOLY! 

In Christ,
Fr. Jared

KJZT Family Life JournalMay/June 2025
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KJZT Family Funday 2025



KJZT Family Life JournalMay/June 2025 Page 5

The National Polka Festival 2025 Polka Court
  The 59th National Polka Festival was held on May 23-25, 2025 in Ennis, 
Texas. It is held every year on Memorial Day Weekend. KJZT Family Life was 
a sponsor of the Festival and KJZT Junior members rode a float in the parade.
  Ennis Society members, Sandra and Andy Mikula, had three family members 
that were named royalty for the 2025 National Polka Festival in Ennis.
  Their son, Corey Mikula, and his wife, Samantha won the titles of Polka King 
and Queen, and their grandson, Levi Lytle was chosen to be the Polka Prince.
  Sandra, Andy, Corey and Levi are all members of KJZT Society No. 16 Ennis.

Pictured at right (L to R) are Sandra Mikula, Polka Prince Levi Lytle, Polka King Corey Mikula, Polka 
Queen Samantha Mikula, and Andy Mikula.

KJZT Family Funday 2025
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

April -
Latosha Turknett

Insurance agents like to mention in conversations that they “sell” life insurance. 
But their audience might be thinking, “Oh, here ‘they’ come. I sure hope ‘they’ 
don’t start talking about life insurance!”.

But what if they did bring it up? What if you engaged in a meaningful conversa-
tion about it? What if you discovered a particular need? What if you purchased 
coverage for yourself, your family, or a loved one? What if you suddenly or 
unexpectedly needed those funds? You turned a what if into what is. I believe it 
is all something we should consider. 

So, when a local agent comes your way, smile, be attentive, and listen to what 
they have to offer. It might be the best conversation you’ve had and the best 
investment you can make! 

What If?
By Cynthia Morris, Vice President

Looking for Agents
Join our team and receive professional training and support with no prior expe-
rience necessary. We offer Whole Life, Term, and Senior Life Insurance, Annui-
ties and IRA’s to our members. Help us encourage others to become a part of 
our Family! For more information, call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 or 
email sales@kjzt.org

To continue to serve our members, we will be printing 
the names for which we do not have addresses on file. 
These lists will be printed by Society. If you know a 
person named on the list, please let them know we need 
to get in touch. As always, the State Office can be 

reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

No Address Listed

Find us on Facebook and Instagram
for updates on Events, News, 

and Society Activities!

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
JESSICA RENAE WILSON
MAEGAN M WILSON
JULIETA VELA
JULIAN VELA, JR
JOSE G PEREA JR
FRANCISCO E POSADA
ARABELLA M PEREZ
VIRGINIA ATKINSON

47 INDUSTRY
PATRICIA A HARROD

49 NEEDVILLE
TAMARA D KALKOMEY
SUSAN R JOHNSON
COURTNEY POLAK
CHRISTINA N FILIP
GUS L BAZAR

53 WIED
KATHRYN A LEE

59 FORT WORTH
ELSIE ANDERS

59 FORT WORTH, CONT.
BARBARA ANN NESMITH
JUDITH M BRISCOE
ELIZABETH M LOYD
PHILIS JUNE THOMSON
KATHERINE E (SLOVAK) ANDERS
LUCINA SCHUMACHER
ALVERNA F PHEMISTER
MARY LORMIS
BARBARA FRANKO
JODY L POWERS
JUDY L RUTH
DIANE GROSS
LINDA K MARTIN
TRACI A STALCUP
LAUREN A BECAN
KATHRINE SMITHHART
JOSEPH A TESAR
LARRY J STALCUP
JOHN C STALCUP
ASHLEE M STALCUP

66 WEIMAR
SHAUNA P POWELL
REBECCA G SHANNON
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Society Officer and Delegate Luncheon:
Districts VIII, XV, and XVI

  KJZT Family Life State Director Kathy Wishert hosted a Society Officer and 
Delegate’s Luncheon for Districts VIII, District XV and District XVI on Satur-
day, May 17th at The Jay’s Café in Needville, Texas. The luncheon was in appre-
ciation for their service and dedication to the Fraternal.
  There were 22 Society Officers and Delegates in attendance - Society No. 22 
Wallis – Mary Kulhanek, Judith Michulka and Adela Wadephul, Society No. 29 
Frydek – Mildred Ondruch and Maxine Rudloff, Society No. 30 East Bernard 
– Angeline Grigar and Julia Kubes, Society No. 49 Needville – Vivian Jedlicka, 
Olga Anders and Jeanette McDaniel, Society No. 85 Damon – Marilyn Buchta, 
Patricia Barak, Carol Buchta, Linda Pavlicek and Annette Prihoda. Society No. 
115 Freeport – Cynthia Grandjean and Geradette Martin, Society No. 114 Hous-
ton – Irene Dittrich and Mary Kay Dittrich, Society No. 125 Houston – Carol 
Zann, Joan Hutchison and Jennifer Hongsermeier.

CESAT Encourages Learning Czech Online
  The Czech Ex-Students’ Association (CESAT) encourages learning Czech on 
line. Thanks to the support of Czech organizations in Texas, there are scholar-
ships to pay for the tuition and textbooks for students studying Czech for credit 
at Blinn College in Schulenburg (This includes dual credit high school students 
and homeschoolers). Czech classes are also available online at Blinn College for 
adults wanting to study Czech as a noncredit course/continuing education. The 
Czech classes that are available are:
Beginning Czech I (CZEC 1471) - Monday-Thursday, Aug. 25 to Dec. 11
7:45 to 8:50 a.m. (or view class recordings at any time)
Credit and non-credit options available. Textbook required.
Scholarship funding available for credit students.
Intermediate Czech I (CZEC 2371) - Monday-Thursday, Aug. 25 to Dec. 11
8:55 to 9:40 a.m. (or view class recordings at any time)
Credit and non-credit options available. Textbook required.
Scholarship funding available for credit students.
Conversational Czech Advanced  - Tuesdays, Sept 9 to Nov 4
7:00 to 8:45 p.m. This is a non-credit course. Textbook required.
For high school dual-credit Czech courses, contact Shannon Williford at
shannon.williford@blinn.edu or 979-209-8218.
  Moravian dialects are encouraged and are used as a bridge to standard Czech.  
Students, who grew up speaking Moravian and then stopped, discover that after 
a few weeks in class many words come back that they have not used in years.  
Many cherished memories return as students study the language of their ancestors. 
To register for non-credit courses, call 979-743-5237. For credit course informa-
tion, call 979-743-5200. www.blinn.edu/czech

Other News
Society Officer and Delegate Luncheon: District X

  KJZT Family Life State Director Stephanie Matous hosted a Society Officer and 
Delegate’s Luncheon for District X. The luncheon was in appreciation for their 
service and dedication to the Fraternal. In attendance were Society Officers and 
Delegates from 11 West, 45 Tours, and 104 Abbott.

Society No. 7 Dubina Celebrates 125 Years
The Society celebrated 125 years as a Society. Society Officers were presented a 
gift check. Thank you for all you do for KJZT Family Life!
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Colin Berry
Son of Kevin Berry and 
Angie Campos of Free-
port and Lake Jackson is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Brazos-
port College majoring in 
Construction Technology.

Brady Bratton
Son of Brandon and 
Gina Bratton of Flatonia 
is a member of 83 Flato-
nia. He will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Blinn 
College majoring in 
Agiriculture Business. 

Milo Bratton
Son of Brent and Dawn 
Bratton of Athens is a 
member of 83 Flatonia. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Civil Engineering. 

Kaitylnn Bustos
Daughter of Ryan and 
Michelle Galvan of 
McAllen and Corpus 
Christi is a member of 
46 Corpus Christi. She 
will attend Del Mar Col-
lege majoring in Auto-
mechanic Tech. 

Rebecca Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Wharton County 
Jr College majoring in 
Engineer Design. 

Veronika Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity majoring in Agricul-
tural Business.

Victoria Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Chemical 
Engineering. 

Haleigh Dinges
Daughter of Adrian and 
Kellie Dinges of Bellville 
is a member of 42 Sealy. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at University of 
Southern Mississippi ma-
joring in Speech Patholo-
gy and Hearing Disorders.

Hayden Dinges
Son of Adrian and Kel-
lie Dinges of Bellville 
is a member of 42 Sealy. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Western Gov-
ernors University major-
ing in Network Engi-
neering and Security.

2025 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce the

Jacob Divin
Son of Jeff and Carrie 
Divin of West is a mem-
ber of 11 West. He will 
be a Senior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Kinesiol-
ogy: Motor Behavior 
Track.

Caitlyn Divin
Daughter of Jeff and 
Carrie Divin of West is 
a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Kinesiology.

Nicole Enders
Daughter of Steven 
Enders of West is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Civil Engineering.
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Taryn Fojtik
Daughter of Quentin 
and Stephanie Fojtik of 
Damon is a member of 
85 Damon. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall 
at Texas Tech University 
majoring in Pre-Speech.

Ava Garza
Daughter of Timoteo and 
Nita Garza of Lake Jack-
son is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Louisana State University 
majoring in Mass Commu-
nication and Marketing.

Kaycee George
Daughter of Arthur and 
Stefani George of West 
Columbia is a member 
of 115 Freeport. She 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at University 
of Texas majoring in 
Sports Management.

Caleb Gerik
Son of Michael and Me-
lissa Gerik of West is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Tarleton State 
University majoring in 
Kinesiology.

Kyle Gerik
Son of John and Molly 
Gerik of Abbott is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
He will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.

Bryce Givens
Son of Kevin and Anne 
Givens of Round Rock is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at Texas Tech Uni-
versity majoring in Agri. 
Business.

Garrett Green
Son of Darren and Tracy 
Green of Hallettsville is 
a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. He will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Texas State Technical 
College majoring in In-
strumentation.

Brennan Harrison
Son of Derick and Jeri 
Harrison of Ennis is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas State 
Technical College ma-
joring in Industrial Sys-
tems. 

Cade Hubnik
Son of Carl and Tricia 
Hubnik of Cameron is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at TSTC- Waco 
majoring in HVAC.

Caroline Jetton
Daughter of Scott and 
Gretchen Jetton of 
Guy is a member of 85 
Damon. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Meteorol-
ogy.

Claire Jetton
Daughter of Scott and 
Gretchen Jetton of 
Guy is a member of 85 
Damon. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Biomedical 
Science.

Alyssa Kasper
Daughter of Anthony 
and Kerry Kasper of 
Mckinney is a member 
of 118 Taft. She will be 
majoring in Biology/
Biomedical Sciences.

Marisa Lander-
Kapavik

Daughter of William 
Kapavik and Candace 
Lander-Kapavik of West 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Senior next 
fall at UT-Austin majoring 
in Radio, TV, and Film.

Kade Leist
Son of Brian and Denise 
Leist of Yoakum is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity majoring in Sports 
Management.

Julia Machacek
Daughter of Russell and 
Jennifer Machacek of 
Shiner is a member of 
14 Moulton. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Business-
Healthcare Marketing.
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Tanner Marak
Son of Terry and Jana 
Marak of West is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Baylor University 
majoring in Electrical 
Engineering.

Kaitlin Mitchon
Daughter of Michael 
and Michelle Mitchon 
of Shiner is a member 
of 5 Shiner. She will 
be a Graduate Student 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University major-
ing in Biology.

Emily Moeller
Daughter of Robert and 
Janet Moeller of Shiner 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege-Bryan majoring in 
Biomedical Science.

Samantha Moeller
Daughter of Robert and 
Janet Moeller of Shiner 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege-Bryan majoring in 
Biomedical Science. 

Madison Murphy
Daughter of Jason and 
Anita Murphy of Abbott 
is a member of 104 Ab-
bott. She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Nutritional Science.

Benjamin Nors
Son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors of Ben-
brook is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
University of Texas-
Arlington majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.

Samuel Nors
Son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors of Ben-
brook is a member of 11 
West. He will be a Junior 
next fall at University of 
the Incarnate Word ma-
joring in Meteorology. 

Grace Pilat
Daughter of Philip and 
Jennifer Pilat of Shiner 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Austin Commu-
nity College majoring in 
Diagnostic Med. Sonog-
raphy.

Bryleigh Pless
Daughter of David and 
Lisa Pless of East Ber-
nard is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Blinn majoring in Agri-
business/Agriculture 
and Life Science.

Maverick Plsek
Son of Robert and Jenni-
fer Plsek of Clifton and 
West is a member of 11 
West. He will be a Junior 
next fall at University of 
Minnesota majoring in 
Computer Engineering.

Emily Polansky
Daughter of William 
and Josephine Polan-
sky of West is a mem-
ber of 11 West. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
University of Texas at 
Arlington majoring in 
Civil Engineering.

Keaton Pustejovsky
Son of Doug and Missie 
Pustejovsky of Abbott 
is a member of 104 Ab-
bott. He will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Mechanical Engineer-
ing.

Paxton Pustejovsky
Son of Doug and Missie 
Pustejovsky of Abbott is 
a member of 104 Abbott. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Business/Marketing.

Preston Pustejovsky
Son of Phil and Kathy 
Pustejovsky of Abbott 
is a member of 104 Ab-
bott. He will be a Junior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Agricultural Economics. 

Robert Reed
Son of Robert and Kath-
arine McGee of Poplar 
Bluff and Freeport is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at University 
of Houston majoring in 
Computer Engineering.
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Hunter Ruffin
Son of Joshua and Ali-
sha Ruffin of Ennis is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Tarleton State Uni-
versity majoring in Ac-
counting.

Lauren Scott
Daughter of Brian and 
Michele Scott of West 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Senior next 
fall at Baylor University 
majoring in Corporate 
Communication.

Caylie Sebesta
Daughter of Christopher 
and Chrissy Sebesta of 
Guy is a member of 85 
Damon. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Texas State University 
majoring in Nursing.

Conner Shaver
Son of Louis and Debbie 
Shaver of Victoria is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Universi-
ty - Kingsville majoring 
in Mechanical Engineer-
ing.

Connor Sullins
Son of Jason and Steph-
anie Sullins of Abbott is 
a member of 104 Abbott. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University or Tarleton 
majoring in Accounting.

Kaden Swope
Son of Kevin and Ally-
son Swope of Sealy is a 
member of 101 Victoria. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege - Sealy majoring in 
Business.

Tessa Vaculin
Daughter of Bradley and 
Teri Vaculin of Cam-
eron is a member of 21 
Marak. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Nutrition.

Braydon Vitovsky
Son of Bryan and Evette 
Vitovsky of Ennis is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at UTD majoring in 
Computer Science.

Kolton Vrana
Son of Robert and Am-
ber Vrana of Ennis is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Navarro majoring 
in History.

Jailyn Webb
Daughter of Michael 
and Stephanie Webb of 
Needville is a member 
of 49 Needville. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Blinn College major-
ing in Nursing.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart,

on your own intelligence do 
not rely;

In all your ways be mindful 
of him,

and he will make straight 
your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6
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District News
District II Social

  KJZT Society No. 44 Moravia hosted the District II Social on April 6, 2025. It 
was held at the Moravia Dining Hall in Schulenburg. Hosting Society Officers 
were President Theresa Rerich, Secretary Dorothy Henke, and Treasurer Kath-
leen Guenther. Guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director 
Tracey Gearson, and State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  Registration began at 11:30 a.m. There were 61 members and guests present. 
A meal was served followed by a memorial service honoring 6 members who 
passed away since the last Social was held. Junior members were presented 
awards by State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick. Three 75-Year Membership 
pins were presented. Fraternal status certificates were awarded to 4 Praha, 7 
Dubina, 24 Ammannsville, 44 Moravia, 66 Weimar and 83 Flatonia. All of the 
Societies in District II received Platinum Status for 2024.

District II Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are Hadley Wick, Bo Rerich, Beth Rerich, Matthew Sylvester, Charlotte Wick, Junior 
Director for 24 Ammannsville - Chris Wick, and Annalynn Wick. Not pictured are Lily Sylvester and 
Junior Director for 7 Dubina - Wendy Syrinek.

District II Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Alice Michalke for 66 Weimar, Georgia Cerny for 
4 Praha, Wendy Syrinek for 7 Dubina, Ann Bratton for 83 Flatonia, Sharon Kana for 24 Ammanns-
ville, Theresa Rerich for 44 Moravia and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District II 75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Elva Schimcek, Gladys Muras, Elizabeth 
Patalik, and State Director Tracey Gearson.

District Socials are for you! 
ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families 
are invited to attend. Pins of Recognition are present-
ed, we honor members who have passed away, Junior 
members are recognized, and a catered meal is pro-

vided. We would love for you to come join us!

August 9, 2025 - District XI/XII: 
Hosted by #18 Granger (Metzer)

August 10, 2025 - District XV/XVI: 
Hosted by #115 Freeport (Wishert)

August 16, 2025 - District IV: 
Hosted by #75 Jourdanton (Vacek)

August 17, 2025 - District VIII: 
Hosted by #22 Wallis (Wishert)

September 21, 2025 - District III: 
Hosted by #41 Ellinger (Kovar)

October 5, 2025 - District X: 
Hosted by #16 Ennis (Matous)
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District News
District VI Social

  KJZT Society No. 118 Taft hosted the District VI Social on May 3, 2025. It was 
held at the Holy Family Catholic Church Parish Hall in Taft. Hosting Society 
officers were Vice-President Bridget Polasek, Secretary Sarah Ring, Treasurer 
Kim Polasek, and Junior Director Anna Custer. Guests included President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester, State Director Betty Vacek, and State Junior Coordinator 
Anne Wick.
  There were 24 members and guests present. A meal was served followed by 
the presentation of Junior Awards. A memorial service was held for 20 members 
who had passed away since the last Social was held. The Juniors assisted with 
the service. Two 75-Year Membership pins and one 50-Year Membership pins 
were presented. Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded to 46 Corpus Christi, 
89 Sinton, and 118 Taft. 

District VI Junior Members
Pictured (L to R in back) are Teri Mutchler, State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick, State Director Betty 
Vacek, Junior Director Anna Custer, Hannah Crawford, Allie Custer, Blake Custer, and Colby Custer. 
Pictured (L to R in middle) are Caroline Ring and Heidi Ring. Pictured in front is Giovanni Reyna.

District VI 50-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Donna Ducho, and State Director Betty 
Vacek.

District VI Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Thelma Munoz for 46 Corpus Christi, Mon-
ica Janda for 89 Sinton, Bridget Reyna for 118 Taft, and State Director Betty Vacek.

District VI 75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Cecelia Fox, Frances Quinn, and State 
Director Betty Vacek.

District VI Memorial Service
Junior members assisted during the Memorial Service by placing a flower in a vase for each de-
ceased member’s name that was read. Pictured at left is Allie Custer. Pictured at right is Giovanni 
Reyna.
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Society News
On February 17, 2025, 
the first quarterly 

social of Society No. 31 St. Frances of Rome of 
La Grange was held at 4:30 p.m. in the Immacu-
late Heart Room at Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  
President Elizabeth Kallus led opening prayers that 
included prayers for member Otillie Matocha who 
passed away February 15.
  Pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags were recited, 
reading of the November minutes was dispensed, 
Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, bills were 
approved for payment, and Secretary Marilyn Koth-
mann read local and State Office correspondence.  
  KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments re-
port by Vice President Nicole Vasut showed five 
birthdays by the society, and ten enrollments by in-
dividuals. Two cheer cards were sent. The deceased 
member will be remembered with a Mass intention.  
Kallus gave the publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity 
Rosary reports.    
  Unfinished business: Twenty-two goody bags were 
given to faculty, staff, and Fr. Chris at Sacred Heart 
Catholic School in La Grange for Catholic Schools 
Week. At the April 13 Sacred Heart School Spring 
Festival, Society No. 31 will sponsor the plant 
wheel game. The KJZT Convention to be held in La 
Grange at the KC Hall in July was mentioned. 
  New business: Kyle Janda’s ordination to the Dia-
conate on March 1 in Austin was discussed and for 
the Sacred Heart Parish celebration Society No. 31 
will provide a decorated cake. The annual feast day 
Mass will be Saturday, March 8, at the 5:00 p.m. 
Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Invitation to 
the March 9 Annual District V Social was received 
from Society No. 69 and will be held at St. Paul Par-
ish Hall in Smithville. The Flag Day proclamation 
signing will take place for the Marshall Program.  
  Attendance prize was won by Nicole Vasut and the 
Memorare was the closing prayer.  

31 La Grange

St. Agnes Society No. 111 
Edna served refreshments of 

cookies and punch for the confirmation class.

Pictured is Laura Miller serving refreshments to confirmants Ka-
mry Brown and Austin Sanders. Not pictured are Treasurer Bea 
Porche and Secretary Georgie Templin.

111 Edna

KJZT members presented a 
check to Helping One Another: 

Meals On Wheels as their Feeding Families project. 

22 Wallis

Members of KJZT No. 
115 teamed up to work 

the St. Michael Bazaar Dessert Booth and Bake Sale 
to make money for Parish Organizations and Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Catholic School. 

Pictured working the “early bird” shift (L to R in front) are Jimmy 
Mikes, Cynthia Grandjean, Dorothy Novosad, Danna Kolafa and 
State Director Kathy Wishert.  
Pictured (L to R in back) are Karen Koranek and Janet Gipson.

Pictured (L to R) are Elizabeth Yarrington, Monica Huehlefeld, 
Betty Bartos and Danna Kolafa. They relieved the early birds and 
worked until desserts were sold out!

115 Freeport

In the March/April 2025 edition of the KJZT Family Life 
Journal, two societies were inadvertenly listed incor-
rectly. Society 22 Wallis was written as 22 Marak and 
Society 115 Freeport was written as 115 Taft in the So-
ciety News section. Both articles are re-printed in this 
issue. The KJZT Family Life Journal regrets the error.

Society No. 31 La 
Grange sponsored the 

Plant Wheel at the Sacred Heart Catholic School 
Spring Festival in La Grange held Sunday, April 13.  

Members who helped are pictured (L to R): Vice President Nicole 
Vasut, State Director Joy Kovar, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Secre-
tary Marilyn Kothmann, and President Elizabeth Kallus. 

31 La Grange

A Society meeting 
was called to order 

on February 18th at St John’s Hall. President Mary 
Jane Toddy opened the meeting with prayers for all 
living members and their families and led the group 
in the Pledge. Rose Rohde read the minutes, Helen 

10 Fayetteville

Wied reported cards sent/received and Lois Kaspar 
gave the Treasurer’s report. Convention will be held 
on July 12, 2025 with Mary Jane Toddy and Lois 
Kaspar attending. The attendance prize winner was 
Mary Dybala. After the closing prayer, the meeting 
was adjourned, lunch and bingo followed.
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St. Agnes Society No. 111 held 
their annual Palm Sunday bake 

sale for scholarships. 

Pictured selling the goodies are Laura Miller, KJZT member, and 
Georgie Templin, Secretary.

111 Edna

Society No. 11 got together on 
Wednesday, April 16th and made 

over 100 corsages and 30 boutonnieres for the wom-
en and men residents of West Rest Haven. They will  
be given to them for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. 
The Society wants to thank Westfest for reimbursing 
the cost of the flowers and supplies.

Pictured sitting (L to R) are Elizabeth Vanek, Joyce Nors and 
Theresa Plsek. Pictured standing (L to R) are Angie Hovde, Mary 
Kallus, Dorene Soukup, Agnes Lamere, Diana Blakley and Betty 
Kostecka.

11 West

Society No. 27 presented 
a  $100 check for the KC 

Festival raffle that was held on March 2nd.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Harris, Janet Hennigan, John Rychlik 
and Carolyn Motloch.

27 Caldwell

The Society handed out Easter 
food boxes. Eighteen boxes of 

food were donated. The CCD classes decorated the 
boxes. The Society wishes to thank everyone who 
helped.

Pictured second from left are Pat Kromka (president), Doris Andel 
(sales agent), and Georgie Templin (secretary). 

Pictured is Patricia Long receiving her Easter Box from the So-
ciety.

111 Edna

Members of the So-
ciety recently went 

to Columbus and visited with the residents of TLC 
Nursing Center. Residents enjoyed kolaches and 
playing bingo while visiting with KJZT members.  

Pictured (L to R) are Rose Rohde, Margie Vasek, Violet Krenek, 
Lois Kaspar, and Mary Jane Toddy.

10 Fayetteville

On April 12, 2025, KJZT No. 6 
Bryan members and friends at-

tended the sold-out 40 Days for Life 2025 National 
Gala in The Woodlands with Special Guest, Kay-
leigh McEnany. This year’s theme was Ending 
Abortion in Post-Roe America. The Bryan Society 
was a $500 sponsor.
  A reception was offered to all those attending the 
Gala. Their members met and chatted with Bobby 
Reynoso, Retail Operations Director for 40 Days. 
He and his wife, Erin, have seven children and have 
been serving 40 Days for Life since 2008.  
  The Gala banquet began with the welcome address 
by Heather Gardner, Director of 365 Campaigns, an 
opening prayer, and the National Anthem. Shawn 
D. Carney, CEO, President and Co-Founder of 40 
Days for Life gave the Organization Report.  Shawn 
is an international pro-life speaker and has produced 
award-winning documentaries and authored several 
books. He and his wife Marilisa live in Texas with 
their eight children.
  The Keynote Address was given by Kayleigh 
McEnany, Former White House Press Secretary and 
Co-Host of “Outnumbered” on the Fox News Chan-
nel. Prior to serving in the White House, Kayleigh 
worked as national press secretary for the Trump 
Campaign and formerly the national spokesperson 
for the Republican National Committee. She is the 
author of the New York Times bestselling book, “For 
Such a Time as This” and “Serenity in the Storm: 
Living Through Chaos by Leaning on Christ.” Kay-
leigh is pro-life and speaks for the pro-life cause. 
She and her husband, Sean Gilmartin, have two chil-
dren, and are expecting a third child in June.
  The Gala ended with a financial appeal and a clos-
ing prayer by Fr. Paul Felix, Pastor of the Church of 
the Annunciation. Submitted by: Liz Zemanek, 
Secretary KJZT Society No. 6, Bryan

Pictured (L to R) are Dawn Parker, Liz Zemanek, Bobby Reynoso 
of 40 Days for Life, Meredith Olson, and Linda Holubec.

6 Bryan



Page 16 KJZT Family Life Journal May/June 2025

Mary Queen of the Rosary 
Society No. 144 Belton 

manned the plant game booth and confetti eggs 
booth at Christ the King Church Spring Festival on 
Sunday, May 4th.  

Pictured (L to R) are Sofia Villa and Bee Tamez.

144 BeltonMembers of Society No. 6 Bryan 
helped with the Kolache Bake for 

the Parish Festival on May 10th-11th. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Moss, Phyllis Chatham, Pam Stetz, 
Helen Metzer, Pauline Recek and Linda Holubec. 

Pictured is Kiley Newland, Society No. 6 Junior, helping with the 
Kolache Bake.

6 Bryan

Holy Rosary Society 
No. 72 El Campo pre-

sented a monetary donation to Annette Balcar, Chil-
dren’s Librarian (left) by Treasurer Jeraldine Socha 
for their 2025 summer reading program. Last year 
they held 71 programs with an attendance of 4,922 
children of the community!

72 El Campo

Needville Society No. 
49 President, Vivian 

Jedlicka, presented a check to Veronica Kresse (left) 
for St. Michael’s Vacation Bible School week in 
June 2025.

49 Needville

Society No. 27 Our Lady 
of Lourdes in Caldwell 

awarded 3 scholarships to High School Seniors. 

Pictured (L to R) are Vice President Mark Harris, Secretary Mary 
Harris, Antonio Hernandez-Guerrero, Marilyn Schneider, Riley 
Broaddus, and President Carolyn Motloch. Not pictured is Mary 
Hancock. Mary was awarded a Continuing Education Scholar-
ship.

27 Caldwell

Mary Queen of the Rosary 
Society No. 144 Belton pre-

sented three $600 scholarships to high school stu-
dents at Christ the King Church on Sunday, May 
18th. 

Pictured (L to R) are Jacklyn Munoz, Janice Nelson, Mayah Sier-
ras and Rocio Avila.

144 Belton

KJZT Needville Society 
No. 49 President Vivian 

Jedlicka presented a check to Adrian Cantu during 
church services.

49 Needville

The Society served donuts, cof-
fee, and orange juice for First 

Communion at St. Mary’s.

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janak, Gussie Kelnar, Jeanne Som-
merlatte, and Wendy Janak.

53 Wied

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline
is July 23rd. 

Please send photos and stories by email to 
info@kjzt.org 

or by mail to: Catherine Sylvester, Editor 
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760
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On May 19, 2025, the 
second quarterly so-

cial of the Society was held at 4:30 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. President Elizabeth Kallus 
led opening prayers, the Pledge.
  La Grange Mayor Jan Dockery was the guest 
speaker, and she gave insights into the latest hap-
penings in La Grange; She also signed the Flag Day 
Proclamation.  
  The reading of minutes were dispensed, Treasurer 
Barbara Eilert filed her report, bills were approved 
for payment, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read 
notes and correspondence. 
  KJZT CEF enrollments report was given by Vice 
President Nicole Vasut. Kallus gave the publicity 
and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.    
  Unfinished business: The plant wheel game at the 
Sacred Heart School Spring Festival on April 13 was 
successful. Deacon Kyle Janda’s March 1 ordina-
tion day cake for his celebration was well received.
The District V Annual Social hosted by Smithville 
Society No. 69 on March 9 was attended by Eliza-
beth Kallus, Marilyn and Jim Kothmann, Barbara 
Eilert, Beatrice Sumbera who received her 75-Year 
Pin, Joy and Roy Kovar, and Phyllis Chavarria; and 
Society No. 31 received its Platinum Status certificate. 
  The XXXVII Regular General Convention of 
KJZT Family Life will be held in La Grange and 
delegates Elizabeth Kallus and Marilyn Kothmann 
are convention committee co-chairpersons of hospi-
tality, credentials, and mileage. 
  Under New Business, State Director Joy Kovar 
held an Officer Social for her Districts III and V. 
Attending were Elizabeth Kallus and Barbara Eilert.
  Motions were made and carried to donate towards 
the cost of T-shirts for Sacred Heart Church vaca-
tion bible school; to give a gift to Deacon Kingsley 
Ohaeri who will be ordained to the priesthood; and 
to make a monetary donation to AMEN food pantry.
  Director Joy Kovar sent a message; Phyllis Cha-
varria won the attendance prize; the Memorare was 
said; The next quarterly social will be held Aug 18.  
  In addition, Sacred Heart Catholic School Princi-
pal LaDonna Voelkel was presented with a check 
from the State Office matching funds from the plant 
wheel booth project. 

31 La Grange

Pictured (L to R) standing are Phyllis Chavarria, President Eliza-
beth Kallus, Vice President Nicole Vasut, Treasurer Barbara Ei-
lert, and Doris Lidiak; Pictured seated are Rose Recek, Principal 
LaDonna Voelkel, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann. 

The meeting of 
Society No. 10 

was called to order at 1 p.m. on May 20, 2025, at 
St John’s Hall. President Mary Jane Toddy opened 
the meeting with prayers for all living members and 
their families and led the group in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. There were 7 members present.
  Rose Rohde read the minutes from the previous 
meeting, Helen Wied reported cards sent/received 
and Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s report.  
  In old business, a report was given on members 
that attended bingo at TLC Nursing Home in Co-
lumbus in April. In new business, KJZT is hosting 
a Society Membership Contest that ends June 30th.  
There will be a KJZT Family Day held on June 8th 
at Splashway Waterpark in Sheridan. Flag Day is 
June 14th, officers will be scheduling a proclama-
tion with the Mayor of Fayetteville.  
  Mary Jane Toddy and Lois Kaspar will be attending 
the Convention at the La Grange KC Hall on July 
12th. The District III Meeting will be in Ellinger on 
September 21st. All members are invited to attend.  
Stacy Ryza and Madeline Kovar will be in charge of 
auditing the Society financials in August.
  A moment of silence was held for Regina Gerik, 
who passed away May 18th.
  Attendance prize winner was Lois Kaspar and the 
next meeting will be held Tuesday, August 19, 2025. 
After the closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned, 
lunch and bingo followed.

10 Fayetteville

31 La Grange Members of Frydek KJZT 
No. 29 provided kolaches 

desserts and entertainment for the residents at the 
Sealy Nursing Home in April 2025. 

Pictured (L to R) are Geraldine Hamil, Filothea Eschenburg, Mil-
dred Ondruch, Maxine Rudloff, and Sharlene Havel.

Pictured (L to R) are Hayley Havel, Filothea Eschenburg, Geral-
dine Hamil, Sharlene Havel, and Maxine Rudloff.

29 Frydek

In April, the Society spon-
sored the cake walk at St. 

Mary’s Grotto celebration. The booth was managed 
and worked by St. Mary’s Catholic Church mem-
bers. Thank you to all who stopped by to play!!

Pictured are Courtney Feik, Kim Harding, Sharlene Havel, and 
Rosie Sodolak.

29 Frydek

Lord, Make me an instrument of your peace.
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Junior News
Society No. 7 Dubina Juniors 
held a bake sale on Easter Sun-

day after Mass. They sold items that 9 Juniors cre-
ated and decorated on Saturday.  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Julia Syrinek, Hannah Miller and in  
back is Aiden Jones. 

7 Dubina

Society No. 49 Needville 
Juniors M’Lynn and Mi-

chael Palermo donated a case of water and crackers 
to Daniel Lott with the Needville Fire Department 
for donations in May 2025.

49 Needville

Society No. 16 Ennis Juniors 
had a meeting in April where 

they put items in gift bags for residents at 3 local 
nursing homes and then had an Easter Egg hunt. As 
the children stopped by to visit the nursing home 
residents they also took time to pray with each of 
them.

Pictured are Ennis juniors hunting eggs after their April meeting.

Ennis juniors ready to take treat bags to residents at local nursing 
homes.

Society No. 16 member Elizabeth Vrana and juniors Rowan Vra-
na held by MacKenzie Tobola, Graham Liska, and Jovie Vrana.

16 Ennis

Society No. 85 Damon adults 
and Juniors assisted with the 

Join Hands Day at the Needville Senior Citizens 
Hall. They also furnished fruit bags, helped them 
with Bingo, and served them a hamburger lunch.  

Pictured are Alex Adams. Adrien Alvear. Back row:  Eileen 
Medeweff, Linda Pavlicek, Felicia Brattain, and Patricia Maroul. 
Not pictured are Iris and Coraline Alvear

Pictured are Adrien Alvear and Alex Adams assisting Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Harris

85 Damon

Society No. 104 Abbott 
Juniors attended mass to-

gether on Wednesday, May 21. After mass, they met 
to discuss upcoming charity projects and summer 
activities. 

Pictured are (front row R to L): Avery Sullins, Elaina Tlustos, Aron 
Salvador, Thomas Kolar, Samuel Kolar, Annie Salvador and Lu-
cas Haferkamp; second row: David DeBenedictis, Abigail Sullins, 
Antonio Salvador, Joel Lucas, Izzy Haferkamp and Madison Lu-
cas; third row: Grayson Pustejovsky, Bryson Murphy, Will Gerik, 
Wyatt Holecek, Ryan Pustejovsky and Allison Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott
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Society No. 85 Damon  Ju-
niors donated a canned good 

basket for the Keith Warnacke benefit. All the ju-
niors participated by bringing items for the basket. 

Pictured are Amber McLain, Lydia Hagan, and Trisha Kaminski 
(standing in for Owen).

Society No. 7 Dubina  Juniors 
hosted the annual Easter Egg 

Hunt held after Mass on Easter Sunday. Approxi-
mately 60 children participated.

Pictured is Julia Grace Syrinek.

7 Dubina

Society No. 16 Ennis Juniors 
rode a decorated trailer rep-

resenting their society at the Ennis National Polka 
Festival on Saturday, May 24, 2025.

Pictured are the Ennis juniors waiting for the parade to start.  

Pictured are Beckham Ruffin, Tinsley Tobola, Marley Lytle, and 
Hudson Ruffin. 

Pictured are Leo Gilburt, Genevieve Waedekin, Eli Gilburt, and 
Jodie Greener.

16 Ennis85 DamonSociety No. 104 Abbott Ju-
niors had a pancake break-

fast and raffle ticket sale on Sunday May 11 to raise 
money to attend Camp Guardian Angel.  A big thank 
you to everyone who generously supported the fun-
draiser, especially those who donated supplies and 
cooked the meal. Pictured are some of the junior 
members who helped work at the fundraiser.

104 Abbott

Society No. 104 Abbott Ju-
niors members volunteered 

at the First Communion breakfast they hosted on 
Sunday, May 4. Juniors helped serve kolache, do-
nuts, fruit, juice, and coffee.  They also helped clean 
the kitchen and hall afterward.  

104 Abbott

Society No. 118 Taft Juniors Del-
ta and Ervin Vacek helped Betty 

Vacek deliver Summer Blessing Bags to the residents 
of Coastal Palms Nursing Home in Portland, Texas.

118 Taft
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Hayes Dawson is a new member of Society No. 69 
Smithville. He is the son of Dalton and Rebecca 
Dawson. Hayes’ mother Rebecca; sister, Harper; and 
great-grandmother, Kathy Karisch; are all members 
of Society No. 69 Smithville.

Ellie Rodriguez is a new member of Society No. 4 
Shiner. She is the daughter of Alison Rodriguez.

Richard Rodriguez is a new member of Society No. 4 
Shiner. He is the son of Alison Rodriguez.

Elliot Sheblak-Haynes is a new member of Society 
No. 111 Edna. She is the daughter of Katherine and 
Nicholas Haynes, granddaughter of James and Jaine 
Sheblak, and the great granddaughter of Mary She-
blak of Society No. 111 Edna.

Dylan Wayne Holy is a new member of Society No. 
21 Marak. He is the son of Amy and Joshua Holy, Sr. 
and brother to Joshua Ray Holy, Jr. Proud grandpar-
ents are Robert and Debbie Vansa and Bud and Janie 
Holy. His great-grandmother is Delores Kral.

In the March/April 2025 edition of the KJZT Family Life 
Journal, two new members’ families were inadvertenly 
listed incorrectly. Dylan Holy’s brother Joshua Ray Holy 
Jr, Grandparents Robert and Debbie Vansa, Bud and Janie 
Holy, and great-grandmother Delores Kral were not listed. 
Hayes Dawson’s sister Harper was incorrectly listed as 
his aunt. The KJZT Family Life Journal regrets the error.

Angel of God,
my guardian dear, 

To whom God’s love com-
mits me here, 

Ever this day, be at my side, 
To light and guard, Rule 

and guide.
Amen.



Society No. 7 Dubina Members Participate in Celebration
On February 15th, a celebration in Dubina honoring Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
was held. Junior Dawson Syrinek made and served chicken noodle soup at the 
luncheon.

Pictured (L to R) are Dawson Syrinek and his grandmother Wendy Syrinek, Dubina Junior Director.
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

  Happy Camping to all the Campers! Your 
summer fun is awaiting at KJZT Family Life. 
In about the next few weeks the KJZT Juniors 
and Adults will be attending a new camp. They 
will be headed to Camp Buckner in Burnet, 
Texas, where they will be staying for 4 days and 
3 nights. Camp Guardian Angel campers will 
check in at 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoon, June 
20th and then will be checking out on Wednesday 
morning, June 23rd after breakfast.

  They will experience a lot of Spiritual and Fun activities which are being 
planned such as Holy Mass, Czech Night, along with making Chicken Noodle 
Soup and dancing to a variety of music, High & Low Ropes, Blob, Swimming, 
Craft workshop and a lot of other fun activities.  
  It is always a great time to be with everyone at camp! Looking forward to be-
ing at our new camp location along with meeting all the new campers as well as 
everyone returning from the past camps.
  Wishing everyone a good and safe summer. May God Bless us all.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.

KJZT Attends Slavnost ‘May Fest’ 
On Sunday, May 18, 2025, KJZT had a table at the celebration. It was held at the 
Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Event Center in La Grange.

Pictured (L to R) are Matthew Sylvester, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Hadley Wick. Not pictured is Christopher Wick.
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“In Memoriam”S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.your phone number in case we have any questions.

LEMON CLOUD PIE
Submitted by Marie (Nevlud) Stryk
Society No. 125 Houston

Filling:
1 pkg. (4-serving size) ‘cook and serve’ lemon pud-
ding and pie filling
½ c. sugar
1 ¾ c. water
1 egg, slightly beaten
1 ½ c. thawed frozen reduced calorie non-dairy 
whipped topping
½ c. shredded sweetened coconut
1 prepared graham cracker crust

Prepare filling: Beat together the pudding mix, 
sugar, ¼ cup of water, and the egg in a medium 
sized saucepan. Mix in the remaining water until 
well blended. Place saucepan over medium heat 
and cook, stirring until mixture comes to a full boil. 
Remove saucepan from heat. Let cool to room tem-
perature, stirring occasionally. When completely 
cooled, whisk lightly. Then fold in whipped topping 
and coconut until evenly mixed. Spread the filling 
in the crust. Refrigerate until set, about 40 minutes.

PEANUT BUTTER COOKIES
Submitted by Mary L. Honish
Society No. 2 Hallettsville

½ c. shortening
½ c. peanut butter
½ c. sugar
½ c. brown sugar
1 egg
1 ¼ c. flour
½ tsp. baking powder
¾ tsp. soda
¼ tsp. salt

Mix shortening, peanut butter, sugar, and egg thor-
oughly. Bake at 375° in a lightly greased pan.

LASAGNA AND SAUCE
Submitted by Bernice Vrazel
Society No. 21 Marak

¼ c. oil
1 medium onion, chopped
½ clove garlic
1 (15 oz.) can tomato puree
1 (1 lb. 12 oz.) can tomatoes, ground
1 (6 oz.) can tomato paste
1 ½ c. water
2 tsp. salt or to taste 
2 T. sugar 
1 tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. worcester sauce
2 tsp. mixed Italian seasoning 
½ tsp. oregano
1 lb. ground beef
½ lb. bulk pork sausage
1 lb. American cheese, grated
parmesan cheese, grated 
1 (8 oz.) pkg. lasagna noodles

Sauté onion in oil and add garlic, tomato puree, 
ground tomatoes, tomato paste, water, salt, sugar, 
chili powder, worcestershire sauce, Italian season-
ing and oregano. Simmer 45 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally. Brown meat in skillet and drain. Add salt to 
taste. Cook lasagna according to package directions. 
Alternate layers of sauce, lasagna, meat and cheese 
in greased 14 x 9 x 2 inch pan. Repeat layers end-
ing with American cheese top. Cover and bake 325˚ 
for 40 minutes. Uncover and bake 5 minutes longer. 
Also good served with spaghetti. Sauce is better if 
made the day before serving.

CHEESE ROLL
Submitted by Alice Drapela
Society No. 115 Freeport

Dough:
1 pkg. yeast
1 c. warm milk
1 c. shortening
5 T. sugar
3 eggs

4 c. flour
¾ tsp. salt

Dissolve yeast, sugar in milk. Add rest of ingredi-
ents. Knead into a ball and refrigerate at least 2 to 
3 hours. Roll out on floured surface to about ¼ in 
thick.
Spread cheese filling (recipe below) over the entire 
surface and roll up (jellyroll style). Let rise until 
double. Bake at 350˚ for 20 to 25 minutes. Butter 
crust while hot. Can put a powdered sugar glaze 
over top.

Filling for cheese roll
4 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese
1 ½ c. sugar
3 eggs beaten 
1 tsp. Vanilla

Beat and Refrigerate - spread over rolled out dough.

CZECH HOT ROLLS
Submitted by Anne Wick
State Coordinator of Junior Activities
Society No. 4 Praha

¾ c. warm water
2 pkg. or 2 T. dry yeast
1 ¼ tsp. sugar
1 c. warm milk
1 egg
½ c. sugar
2 tsp. salt 
3 T. butter
5 ¼ c. flour

Dissolve 1 ¼ teaspoons sugar and yeast in ¾ cup 
warm water. Combine egg, ½ cup sugar, salt, butter 
and warm milk in large mixing bowl. Add 3 ½ cups 
flour. Cool flour mixture to lukewarm, then add 
yeast mixture. Gradually add remaining flour until 
all ingredients are well blended. Knead for 10 min-
utes. Cover with a damp cloth and let rise in greased 
bowl until double. Cut dough with a tablespoon for 
each roll and form in desired shape. Place on a well-
greased cookie sheet. Brush tops with butter. Cover 
and let rise until double in size. Bake in a preheated 
oven at 375˚ for 15 to 20 minutes.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  BARBARA (FIKES) WULF			   8/9/2022		  73
1	 YOAKUM		  MARY (BAROS) KNIPPA			   7/24/2021		  78
1	 YOAKUM		  CECILIE (ORSAK) ZISSA			   12/7/2024		  100
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 VANICE (CERVENKA) KREJCI		  3/21/2025		  94
6	 BRYAN			  JOYCE (MCMILLAN) ZEMANEK		  3/14/2025		  79
11	 WEST			   ROSE (REJCEK) KREDER			   3/19/2025		  84
11	 WEST			   JEANNE (WOLF) ROZNOS			   3/25/2025		  86
11	 WEST			   MARY (ZAHIRNIAK) HESSEL		  4/11/2025		  99
11	 WEST			   GEORGIA (POPP) WACHSMANN		  3/25/2025		  93
16	 ENNIS			   VICTORIA (HOLY) VLK			   2/2/2025		  92
16	 ENNIS			   HATTIE (LEKAR) PATAK			   1/8/2025		  84
21	 MAREK		  FRANCES (PEKAR) POLASEK		  3/27/2025		  86
22	 WALLIS		  LUCILLE (NOVAK) MIETH			   1/22/2025		  81
22	 WALLIS		  GERALDINE (LIDIAK) MUZNY		  2/21/2025		  89
22	 WALLIS		  VERNETTA (VIACLOVSHY) HAJDIK		 3/25/2020		  80
22	 WALLIS		  GEORGIA (MELNAR) WREN			  3/29/2025		  97
23	 HOSTYN		  LILLIE (MATOCHA) NASH			   2/17/2025		  85
28	 FRENSTAT		  LARRY DWORSKY				    3/22/2025		  56
30	 EAST BERNARD	 CECELIA (LUCHAK) JEDLICKA		  12/14/2024		  94
37	 HOCHHEIM		  KENNETH JAMES DEBORD			   3/8/2025		  69
37	 HOCHHEIM		  MARY (VAHALIK) DEBORD			   3/8/2025		  64
37	 HOCHHEIM		  EVA (ZAPALAC) ASCHEN			   3/31/2025		  76
42	 SEALY			   MARGARETH (KONARIK) SUSEN		  3/5/2025		  77
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ARLEEN A HAAS				    2/23/2023		  67
47	 INDUSTRY		  WILLIE MAE (JANIS) MOTL			   3/31/2025		  91
47	 INDUSTRY		  THERESA (KOKES) JOZWIAK		  4/26/2025		  77
66	 WEIMAR		  JOANN VORNSAND				    3/19/2025		  86
75	 JOURDANTON	 GEORGIA (KOUBA) SCHREIBER		  2/17/2025		  92
75	 JOURDANTON	 BEVERLY (KUTAC) JOHNSTON		  3/14/2025		  91
75	 JOURDANTON	 LISA (LINHART) WEISSLER			   3/31/2025		  63
93	 AUSTIN		  EVANGELINA (VARGAS) RODRIGUEZ	 5/2/2025		  75
104	 ABBOTT		  MARY (CUBA) MUSIL			   3/12/2025		  100
108	 DALLAS		  BETTY JO (KULHANEK) SCHNEIDER	 3/18/2025		  87
108	 DALLAS		  ROSE (KOLENOVSKY) ZABOJNIK		  3/24/2025		  99
114	 HOUSTON		  ELIZABETH (PRATKA) SPANEL		  1/3/2025		  92
120	 SUGARLAND		  ALICE (KOVAR) HARRIMAN			  2/20/2019		  98
124	 TEXAS CITY		  RICHARD HASSERD SR.			   11/25/2024		  98




