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I would like to thank all of our society officers and members that have 
come to the district socials that have been held this year. We appreciate all 
the work that the society members put into hosting the socials. It is always 
an honor to award the 50 & 75 year membership pins and the societies for 
obtaining their Fraternal status. I enjoy visiting with all of our members and 
I look forward to the District Socials that I will still be attending this year.
 
We are preparing for our Family Fun Day, which will be held at Splashway 
Waterpark on June 8, 2025. Please make sure to invite your family and 
friends. Information on tickets is provided on the front page of the Journal. 
We look forward to seeing you there.  We are also excited about the new 

location for Camp Guardian Angel, and we know the junior members will enjoy all the activities that Camp 
Buckner has to offer. Please see more information about Camp Guardian Angel on pg. 21.
 
We will be hosting our XXXVII Regular General Convention on July 12, 2025. Our State Directors and State 
Office Staff have been working hard to prepare and we look forward to seeing our Delegates. We hope that 
many of our Delegates will be able to join us at the Texas Czech Heritage Cultural Center on July 11, 2025, 
for a fun evening to socialize with all our societies across Texas.
 
I am very excited for all of the events yet to come for KJZT in 2025. As always if you have any questions 
or need any information please reach out to a local sales agent or the State Office and we will be happy to 
help you.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO
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Insurance Services Manager Gillian Marek Attends 
Fraternal Development Conference

Our Insurance Services Manager, Gillian 
Marek, was recently invited to attend the 
American Fraternal Alliance Fraternal De-
velopment Career Program in Chicago. 
Emerging leaders in the fraternal sector will 
attend and complete a series of educational 
programs. This was a unique opportunity to 
build essential leadership skills while con-
necting with other professionals in the in-
dustry. The Fraternal Career Development 
(FCD) program includes five targeted ses-
sions, each dedicated to enhancing skills in 
people and production management with a 

focus on the unique challenges of fraternal benefit societies.

Pictured is Insurance Services Manager Gillian Marek with the Spring 2025 American Fraternal Alliance class of leaders.
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

The Other Side of the Resurrection
My dear KJZT Brothers and sisters, in case you didn’t hear ---- Jesus Christ is alive!!! He rose from the dead on that 
first day of the week, that Easter Sunday morning, that very first Easter, when Mary of Magdala started out dark and 
early and went to the tomb still covered by the darkness, expecting to begin anointing a dead body and BOOM! She 
was startled by a very unexpected sight. That massive, multi-ton, stone that had just been there the day before, which 
covered the tomb --- HAD BEEN ROLLED AWAY, as if it was nothing. She of course races back to find Simon Peter 
to report what she saw. After a few more arrive at the tomb and they all catch their breath, they spot an angel sitting 
there and they essentially blurt out, “Where is he, where is Jesus?” The angel proclaims, “He is not here, he is risen!” 

Brothers and sisters, I submit to you today, that that’s the greatest news the world has ever heard. He IS NOT HERE! 
He has conquered the grave, He has not just beat death, He has destroyed death! He’s alive! That’s not Fake News…
that’s as real as it gets and at the end of the day, that’s “the only news that matters!” Namely that Christ gave himself 
up to death, was scourged within a few inches of his life, nailed hard to the wood of a cross, died a barbaric and 
embarrassing death, but then defied everyone and everything and rose from the depths of death…and for what? For 

YOU and for ME! When He was scourged and beaten with every step He took towards Calvary, YOU were on His mind! When they dislocated his arm and when 
they blasted that nail into His hand, YOU were on His mind. When they blasted a single long spike through both of His feet and the pain shot to every part of His 
body, YOU were on His mind! When he hung there in excruciating agony until his last breath, was he focused on the pain? NO! He was focused on YOU and 
on ME! And when He rose from that dead, fulfilling God’s plan for our salvation, the devil howled in horror because Christ, his enemy, had won. CHRIST HAD 
DEFEATED DEATH! DEATH COULD NOT HOLD HIM! 

My brothers and sisters, this is what Easter is all about --- the victory of Christ and His Resurrection! This is the moment that really changes everything for us. 
I love what St. Paul says when he talks about the resurrection in 1st Corinthians 15, where he talks about the fact that IF Christ did not rise from the dead, then 
we are still in our traipsing around in our trespasses and our sins --- in other words if He did not rise from the dead, life is just gonna continue on as we know it. 
However, if Christ indeed rose from the dead and we are IN Christ, by faith, attached to Him, in Him, and He in us --- then the reality is --- it should radically 
change our whole life. Brothers and sisters, if you truly believe that Christ rose from the dead, think for a moment about what that truly means. Perhaps there is still 
something (or many things) in our lives that we’ve yet to let the resurrection touch and impact. I implore you to allow our victorious Lord, here on the other side 
of Easter, to enter into your remaining life-messes and struggles, no matter how long they’ve plagued you. Let Him in and let Him do His work. Our resurrected 
Lord CAN and WILL make all things new.  

May your Easter season be truly Blessed.

Yours in the Risen Christ,
Fr. Jared Cooke   
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Lydia Luza Mousner was raised in Bryan, Texas and her parents were Lydia Foj-
tik and Charles Luza. She is the eldest of seven siblings. The girls were enrolled 
in KJZT as infants and the boys were enrolled in KJT.  Lydia’s eight grandchil-
dren are enrolled in KJZT which is short for Katolicka Jednota Zen Texaskych.

Lydia learned to speak Czech as a toddler and loved listening to her father play 
accordion and sang the Czech lyrics. 

As a youngster, she loved listening to Grandpa Fojtik.  He had a thirst for 
knowledge and current events.  She asked questions about his family from the 
old country, and he would gladly answer them.  Once she asked him where his 
family came from, he said, “We are poor.  Moravia is poor – my family came 
from Moravia.”

Lydia developed an interest in her Czech roots and began gathering information. 
She would go to the Texas A&M Library searching through microfiche records 
for newspaper articles, Census and vital records.  She and her mother visited 
family graves and talked to people about traditional Czech customs and foods. 

Lydia’s paternal great great grandparents, Baltazar and Frances Giebel Luza, 

KJZT 2025 Texans of Czech Ancestry Honoree: Lydia Luza Mousner

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, State Director Helen Metzer, KJZT TOCA Honoree 
Lydia Luza Mousner, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

were early members of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Bryan when it was found-
ed in 1873 with Czech and Polish immigrants.  It was mostly Moravians who 
settled in Brazos County. They brought with them their customs, their recipes 
and their love for music.  In 2023, St. Joseph’s had its 150th Anniversary with 
a big celebration.  The day featured a free meal and dessert booths with ethnic 
foods from the Czech Republic and eight other countries.  Lydia was in the 
Czech booth where they served kolache, homemade Czech cookies, and other 
Czech desserts. She was interviewed by the local TV station about her ances-
tors. Lydia chairs the history committee and interviewed several descendants 
of original Czech parishioners. A church history book is being written, and she 
continues the research. 

Lydia joined the Texas Czech Genealogical Society which specializes in Czech 
genealogy and has published many books. She is the current Secretary and helps 
with the quarterly speaker events.  Their gift shop specializes in Czech items.  
Lydia contributed articles which were published in their books:  Czech Church-
es, Czech Recipes Cookbook, Czechs in Uniform, Vols, I, II, and II.  

She is a member of KJZT and Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society. Lydia 
believes it is important to preserve the Czech heritage in Texas.  

Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Helen Metzer, President 
of TOCA Leon Anhaiser, KJZT TOCA Honoree Lydia Luza Mousner, and State Director Joy Kovar.

  The CCFT Annual Youth Essay Contest is open and invites 11th or 12th grade students in the 2025-26 school year  who are members of CCFT, KJZT, or KJT to 
compete.  Membership in the CCFT  is not required for an essay submission.   CCFT has established $1,200 in awards and a one-year CCFT membership.  Win-
ning essays will be published in the CCFT newsletter and CCFT website.  Full acknowledgment of authorship will be given. 
  Please contact Carol Filer, CCFT Secretary,  at ccftsecretary@gmail.com or 512-658-3409 for information on the essay topic, writing guidelines/rules, criteria, 
and submission details.  Deadline for submitting an essay is Monday, September 15, 2025.  We encourage you to request information early to allow time for com-
pleting groundwork, writing, and submission.         
  The CCFT was established and recognized by the IRS Code under Section 501(c)(3) in 2018 as a non-profit organization.  The mission of the Czech Catholic 
Foundation of Texas (CCFT) is “to document, study, preserve, celebrate and perpetuate all elements of the Czech Catholic faith transplanted to Texas by immi-
grants from the Czech lands; and to strengthen ties with Czech Catholics of the ancestral homeland evangelized by SS Cyril and Methodius.”

Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas Announces its Annual Youth Essay Contest
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Calendar of Events
April 18-21
The State Office will be closed in observance of Good Friday and Easter.

May is the Month of Mary
May is dedicated to Our Blessed Lady, the Blessed Virgin, Queen of Heaven, and 
Mother of the Church.

May 11
Happy Mother’s Day! “A mother is she who can take the place of
all others, but whose place no one else can take.”

May 18
Slavnost ‘May Fest’ & Tribute to the Czech Immigrants to Texas:
Tribute to the Czech Immigrants to Texas Ceremony – 10:30A
Chicken Fried Chicken Dinner – 11:30P
Music by Donnie Wavra & Friends Orchestra – 11:30A-4P
Traditional May Pole Dance – 2P
Classic Car Show • Saw Mill & Newspaper Museum Operation • Village Open
In case of rain, the event will move to the Pavilion Hall. 

May 23-25
National Polka Festival
Enjoy a weekend of polka dancing, decorated floats, bands and colorful cos-
tumes at the Ennis National Polka Festival. For more informaiton, visit the Ennis 
National Polka Festival website at: https://www.nationalpolkafestival.com/

June 8
Family Fun Day! Join us at Splashway Waterpark in Sheridan, TX for Mass, fol-
lowed by door prizes and fellowship. Please see the front page for more informa-
tion!

June 20-23
Camp Guardian Angel! All junior members aged 8-18 are welcomed to join us at 
our new location at Camp Buckner in Burnet, TX! The juniors will have an op-
portunity to meet other junior members from all over the state; join in activities 
such as swimming, crafts, and high rope; and learn more about the Czech culture 
over the weekend! See page 21 for more information!

July 12
XXXVII Regular General Convention in La Grange, TX

July 20
Jourdanton’s 100th Year Anniversary. 

KJZT Family Life JournalMarch/April 2025
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XXXVII Regular General Convention
July 12, 2025

La Grange, Texas

Delegates have the opportunity to request placement on any of the following Committees. See below for the meeting dates and times.

• Balloting Committee - 7/11/25, 6:30 p.m.
• Bylaws Committee - 4/28/25, 10 a.m.
• Convention Minutes Approval Committee   
   - Post Convention

• Credentials & Mileage Committee - 7/11/25,  
  6 p.m. & 7/12/25, 7 a.m.
• Fraternal Committee - 4/28/25, 1:30 p.m.
• Gifts Committee - 4/28/25, 12:30 p.m.

• Hospitality Committee - 7/11/25,  
  6 p.m. & 7/12/25, 7 a.m.
• Nominating Committee 4/28/25, 9 a.m.
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Tracey Gearson
 for Districts I and II

Societies 1 Yoakum, 2 Hallettsville, 
3 St. Mary’s, 4 Praha, 5 Shiner, 

7 Dubina, 12 Sweet Home, 14 Moulton, 
24 Ammannsville, 37 Hochheim, 
44 Moravia, 53 Wied, 66 Weimar, 

and 83 Flatonia

Tracey Gearson is a lifetime member and 
third generation member of KJZT Fam-
ily Life. KJZT is a tradition handed down 
from her grandmother to her mother to 
her. She presently serves as KJZT Presi-

dent of St. Joseph Society #1 in Yoakum. She is an active parishioner of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Yoakum, a member of the Carl & Mary Welhausen Library 
Friends of the Library Board, and a Sacred Heart ACTS team member. Tracey 
earned her BBA from the McCoy College of Business at Texas State University 
in San Marcos, Texas. The Insurance Industry is no stranger to Tracey. She cel-
ebrates over 20 years of employment with Hochheim Prairie Insurance Associa-
tion and enjoys working with a great team of co-workers. She also has 12 years’ 
experience in the Health Insurance field. Tracey and her husband, Chris, have 
two adult sons that are the light of her eye. The KJZT tradition continues as both 
sons and a new daughter-in-law are KJZT Family Life members.

State Directors Seeking Re-Election
Betty Vacek 

for Districts IV, VI and IX
Societies 40 Poth, 43 Ganado, 46 Corpus 

Christi, 72 El Campo, 75 Jourdanton, 
89 Sinton, 100 Bay City, 101 Victoria, 
111 Edna, 118 Taft, and 126 Palacios

Betty Pustejovsky Vacek is from Taft 
and the love of her life is Stan Vacek, an 
Ammansville native. They’ve been mar-
ried for over 35 years. They are proud 
of their family and delight in their ten 
grandchildren. They are members of 
Society No. 118 Taft. After earning de-

grees from Southwest Texas State University and Texas A&M University, Betty 
honored God’s call with 34 years in the education field, teaching elementary 
music and regular education classes. Her volunteer hours included teaching 
religious education for many years and serving on the school board of Sts. Cyril 
& Methodius School in Granger. She served as Junior Director of the Taft So-
ciety and has led the music ministry at Camp Guardian Angel for many years. 
She was also the Taft 4-H leader. Betty has served God as a music minister, 
lector, and Extraordinary Minister at Holy Family Church in Taft. At Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church in Portland, she served on the ACTS music teams.



Stephanie Matous 
for Districts VII and X

Societies 11 West, 16 Ennis, 45 Tours, 
104 Abbott, and 108 Dallas

Stephanie Matous is a lifelong member 
of KJZT. Stephanie has been married 
to her loving husband, Jeff for over 25 
years and has 4 amazing children, 3 
boys and 1 girl and one fur baby.  
  For over 24 years, Stephanie has been 
serving in Education in both the public 
and Catholic School system as a teach-

er, Campus Administrator and currently a District Instructional Coach. During 
her time in education, she has been responsible for leading, guiding, budgeting 
and fundraising for children and adults of all ages. Her experience in leader-
ship has provided her the opportunity to guide change, growth and innovation, 
while building strong relationships with people from all over the State of Texas 
and around the country.  
  Over the years, Stephanie has also led a life of service to her community, 
serving others at Dallas Life Homeless Shelter, Catholic Charities of Dallas, 
the Children’s Advocacy Center, St. Vincent de Paul, as well as serving her 
children’s schools on their Teacher Appreciation Committee, Parent Advisory 
Committee, Fundraising Committee and serving as the Athletic Committee 
Chair. Her children are also active members of Society 16 KJZT Juniors, where 
Stephanie spends time volunteering, as well.

Joy Kovar
 for Districts III and V

Societies 10 Fayetteville, 17 Nada, 20 Cistern, 
23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, 41 Ellinger, 

47 Industry, 65 Holman, and 69 Smithville

Joy and her husband Roy, are members 
of Sacred Heart Parish in La Grange 
as well as St. John The Baptist Par-
ish in Ammannsville. They have three 
children, two granddaughters and four 
grandsons. Joy has been a member of 
KJZT Society 31 La Grange for 17 years 

and served as Vice President seven years. She has over 25 years of banking 
experience and 17 years of experience in the insurance field. Joy has been an 
agent with KJZT for 17 years and holds a General Lines Life, Accident, Health 
and HMO Agent License with the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI). Joy 
also holds a Fraternal Insurance Designation (FIC).  
  Joy is a very results driven person who values teamwork and knows the 
importance of communication. She has an extensive background in customer 
service and knows what it takes to be a leader. Joy is a member of Catholic 
Daughters of Americas Court #1962 and the Sacred Heart Parish Altar Society 
in La Grange. She has also been an adult leader for The Fayette County 4-H 
and has served as president of The La Grange Show Fund. She has also been a 
member of The Fayette County Fair Association and The Fayetteville Chamber 
of Commerce. She enjoys gardening, biking, traveling and spending time with 
family and friends.
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Helen Metzer
 for Districts XI and XII

Societies 6 Bryan, 15 Corn Hill, 
18 Granger, 19 Taylor, 21 Marak, 

27 Caldwell, 28 Frenstat, 48 Cameron, 
93 Austin, 130 Georgetown, 

and 144 Belton

Helen Maliska Metzer is a lifetime mem-
ber and third generation member of 
KJZT Family Life. She presently serves 
as President of St. Elizabeth Society #6 
in Bryan. She is also active in St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. She is Vice-President  

of Mt. Carmel Rosary Guild, Adoration Chapel Participant, Parish Festival Vol-
unteer, Bible Study Participant and Member of the Women’s Guild. Helen also 
taught Religious Education Classes for Elementary School Students for sever-
al years. Helen and her husband, Russell, have two children, and five precious 
grandchildren. Seventy-five percent of her family are KJZT Family Life mem-
bers. Helen attended Blinn Junior College and Texas A&M University majoring 
in Elementary Education. She was employed with St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Bryan as Office Manager for 42 years. Her dedication to love and service for 
God’s people will continue with her position in our Fraternal.

Kathy Wishert 
for Districts XV and XVI

Societies 22 Wallis, 29 Frydek, 
30 East Bernard, 42 Sealy, 49 Needville, 
85 Damon, 114 Houston, 115 Freeport, 

and 125 Houston 
Kathy Wishert is the current State Di-
rector for Districts VIII, XV and XVI. 
She was appointed January 2020 as a 
State Director. She is a third generation 
KJZT member and has been a member 
of Freeport Society #115 since 2001. 
She is currently the President of the 

Freeport Society and has held that position for over 10 years. Also during this 
time, she has been involved with the Juniors and their activities along with 
going to several Camp Guardian Angel’s camps. Kathy is an active member in 
her parish, St. Joseph on the Brazos Catholic Church in Brazoria, where she 
currently serves as Eucharistic member, member of the Parish Council and was 
a CCE teacher for many years. Kathy works for KM&L, LLC a Certified Public 
Accountants firm in the Lake Jackson office. She has been with the firm for 
over 45 years and works in all aspects of accounting along with being the Office 
Manager. 
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Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently gotten married, welcomed a baby, undergone a divorce or suffered a death in the family? 
If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update your beneficiary.

If your primary beneficiary is incorrect or non-existent, the payment could pass on to your estate where it could be subject to taxes and fees. Life insurance pro-
ceeds are paid according to your designated beneficiaries. 

Think carefully before naming minor children as life insurance beneficiaries. Minor heirs cannot receive benefits from a life insurance policy until age 18 unless 
there is a named legal guardian.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keeping designated beneficiaries up to date. If you would like to verify your current beneficiary, call the State Office at 
1-888-253-2338 and we would be happy to assist you. You can also now check your portal!
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KJZT Family Life is proud to announce that 37 Societies were awarded Platinum Status, and 21 Societies were awarded Diamond Status for 
the year of 2024. Each Status Society receives a funding check based on the Status received to help with Society operations. This year, the 
State Office awarded over $76,000 to the Fraternal Status Society winners. The Board of Directors and State Officers extend their gratitude 
to these dedicated Societies who give so much of their time to their churches and communities. 
The following are the winning Societies:   
PLATINUM STATUS
Society No. 1 Yoakum
Society No. 2 Hallettsville
Society No. 4 Praha
Society No. 5 Shiner
Society No. 6 Bryan
Society No. 7 Dubina
Society No. 10 Fayetteville
Society No. 11 West
Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Society No. 14 Moulton
Society No. 16 Ennis
Society No. 20 Cistern
Society No. 21 Marak
Society No. 23 Hostyn
Society No. 24 Ammannsville
Society No. 31 La Grange
Society No. 37 Hochheim

Society No. 40 Poth
Society No. 41 Ellinger
Society No. 43 Ganado
Society No. 44 Moravia
Society No. 47 Industry
Society No. 48 Cameron
Society No. 49 Needville
Society No. 65 Holman
Society No. 66 Weimar
Society No. 69 Smithville
Society No. 83 Flatonia
Society No. 93 Austin
Society No. 100 Bay City
Society No. 101 Victoria
Society No. 104 Abbott
Society No. 111 Edna
Society No. 118 Taft

Society No. 125 Houston
Society No. 126 Palacios
Society No. 130 Georgetown

DIAMOND STATUS
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Society No. 15 Corn Hill
Society No. 17 Nada
Society No. 18 Granger
Society No. 19 Taylor
Society No. 22 Wallis
Society No. 27 Caldwell
Society No. 28 Frenstat
Society No. 29 Frydek
Society No. 30 East Bernard
Society No. 42 Sealy
Society No. 45 Tours

Society No. 46 Corpus Christi
Society No. 53 Wied
Society No. 72 El Campo
Society No. 75 Jourdanton
Society No. 89 Sinton
Society No. 108 Dallas
Society No. 114 Houston
Society No. 115 Freeport
Society No. 144 Belton

PLATINUM STATUS PLATINUM STATUS

District Socials are for you! 

DIAMOND STATUS

Congratulations to the 2024 Status Societies!

ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families are invited to attend. Pins of Recognition are presented, 
we honor members who have passed away, Junior members are recognized, and a catered meal is provided. We 

would love for you to come join us for fellowship with your fellow KJZT members!

May 3, 2025 - District VI: Hosted by #118 Taft (Vacek)

August 9, 2025 - District XI/XII: Hosted by #18 
Granger (Metzer)

August 10, 2025 - District XV/XVI: Hosted by #115 
Freeport (Wishert)

August 16, 2025 - District IV: Hosted by #75 (Vacek)

August 17, 2025 – District VIII: Hosted by #22 Wallis 
(Wishert)

September 21, 2025 - District III: Hosted by #41 
Ellinger (Kovar)

October 5, 2025 – District X: Hosted by #16 Ennis 
(Matous)
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

March -
Doris Andel

1st Quarter -
John McDermott

Looking for Agents
Join our team and receive professional training and support with no prior expe-
rience necessary. We offer Whole Life, Term, and Senior Life Insurance, Annui-
ties and IRA’s to our members. Help us encourage others to become a part of 
our Family! For more information, call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 or 
email sales@kjzt.org

The next issue of the KJZT Family Life Journal has a 
submission deadline of June 1st.

Please send photos and stories by email to info@kjzt.org 
or by mail to: Catherine Sylvester, Editor 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
Society Production Leaders!Society Production Leaders!

1st Quarter -
Society No. 111 Edna
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District News
District V Social

  On Sunday, March 9, 2025, KJZT Society No. 69 Smithville hosted the District 
V Social. It was held at St. Paul Parish Hall. A total of 49 members and guests 
were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Joy 
Kovar, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick. Hosting local So-
ciety officers were President Katherine Karisch, Vice-President Betty Blaha, 
Secretary Tracey Zetka, and Treasurer Rebecca Dawson.
  A Memorial service was held for 6 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of Ju-
nior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each junior 
member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program. 
  Only one membership pin recipient, Beatrice Sumbera, was in attendance and 
she was awarded her pin. Status Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 20 Cis-
tern, 23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, 65 Holman, and 69 Smithville.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, 75-Year Member Pin Recipient Beatrice Sumbera, and 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Juniors
Pictured (L to R) are Lily Sylvester, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and new member 
of 69 Smithville, Harper Dawson. 

Registration
Pictured (L to R) are Rebecca Dawson and Kathee Courtemanche.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, Katherine Karisch for 69 Smithville, Ann Marie Do-
becka for 65 Holman, Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, Donna Janda for 23 Hostyn, Betty Danner 
for 20 Cistern, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Pin Distribution
  50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins are presented at the recipient’s area 
District Social. 

  All pin recipients will receive invitations to their District Social (list on pg. 9) 
so they may be honored. 

  Note: For those who are unable to attend, pins can be mailed, but by 
request only to the State Office. 

  Call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 or email info@kjzt.org with any ques-
tions you may have and we will be happy to assist you.
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District News
District I Social

  KJZT Society No. 37 Hochheim hosted the District I Social on March 30th. It 
was held at the St. Joseph Family Center in Yoakum. Hosting Society Officers 
were Vice-President Beni Gerdes, Secretary Rose Mary Havlik, and Treasurer 
Roberta Wenzel. Guests included President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Di-
rector Tracey Gearson, and State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  A Memorial service was held for 34 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Junior awards were given out by 
State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick. After, they were dismissed to their own 
meeting where they made a mosaic cross craft.
  Next, 50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins were handed out. Then, Fraternal 
Status Certificates were awarded to 1 Yoakum, 2 Hallettsville, 3 St. Mary’s, 5 
Shiner, 12 Sweet Home, 14 Moulton, 37 Hochheim, and 53 Wied.

75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Bessie Dornak of Hallettsville, Joyce Mad-
den of 1 Yoakum, and State Director Tracey Gearson.

50-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Legal Adviser and Moulton Society Presi-
dent Jennifer Machacek, Rita Kurtz, Debbie Shaver, Jeannie Mican, and State Director Tracey Gear-
son. All photos courtesy of member Jennifer Janik.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janak for 53 Wied, Helen Manning for 1 Yoakum, President/CEO Cath-
erine Sylvester, Ashley Harbin for 2 Hallettsville, Dorothy Schneider for 3 St. Mary’s, Allison Nieto for 
5 Shiner, Gladys Hermes for 12 Sweet Home, Jennifer Machacek for 14 Moulton, Rose Mary Havlik 
for 37 Hochheim, and State Director Tracey Gearson.

100% Family Pin
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, and 100% Family pin recipients Jeannie and 
Randy Mican.

Junior Member Contest Photos
Pictured are photos and coloring sheets submitted by District I Junior members for the State Craft 
competition.
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5 Shiner Junior Members
Pictured are Society No. 5 Junior members with their Junior Director Denise Leist, and Assistant 
Junior Director Brian Leist.

12 Sweet Home Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Diana Jurena, Junior Representative Alex Jurena, also Junior 
Representative Darren Jurena, Kayla Kurtz, and Joyce Kurtz.

14 Moulton Junior Members
Pictured are Society No. 14 Junior members with their Junior Director and Assistant Junior Directors.

District News
District IX Social

KJZT Society No. 72 El Campo hosted the District IX Social on March 29th. 
Hosting Society Officers were Chaplain Father Collins, President Janet Holub, 
Vice-President Kathy Helterbridle, Secretary Rose Marie Janak, and Treasurer 
Jeraldine Socha. Guests included President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Di-
rector Betty Vacek, and State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  Everyone was welcomed. After registration, members were invited to pray the 
Rosary and then they all shared a meal. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Junior members. The Junior pledge was recited and Junior awards were given 
out by State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  A Memorial service was held for 30 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. 
  Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded to 43 Ganado, 72 El Campo, 100 
Bay City, 101 Victoria, 111 Edna, and 126 Palacios.
  Membership pins were presented to those who were present.

Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Merit Pin: 
Achievement Recipient Katherine Helterbridle, 75-Year Membership Pin Recipient Gladys Orsak, 
75-Year Membership Pin Recipient Elena Tupa, 75-Year Membership Pin Recipient Judy Leopold, 
and 50-Year Membership Pin Recipient Tiffany Johnson.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Gladys Orsak 
for 111 Edna, Carolyn Nevlud for 101 Victoria, Karen Owens for 100 Bay City, Janet Holub for 72 El 
Campo, Tiffany Johnson for 43 Ganado, and Deborah Barnett for 126 Palacios.

District I Social



Page 14 KJZT Family Life Journal March/April 2025

Catholic Schools Week
Society Sec-
retary Sofie 

Perkins presents a check to Mrs. Norma Castaned, 
principal of St. John Paul II High School

46 Corpus Christi

State Direc-
tor Betty Va-

cek and Society Secretary Sofie Perkins present a 
check and a koozie packet to Gloria Dornak, princi-
pal of Bishop Garriga Preparatory School.

State Direc-
tor Betty Va-

cek and Society Secretary Sofie Perkins present a 
check to Teresa Mendez, principal of Most Precious 
Blood Catholic School.

46 Corpus Christi

State Direc-
tor Betty Va-

cek and Society Secretary Sofie Perkins present a 
check to Lilly Samaniego of Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
Catholic School

46 Corpus Christi

St. Pius Cath-
olic School 

2nd graders pose with Principal Beth Hinojosa, 
State Director Betty Vacek and Society Secretary 
Sofie Perkins.

State Direc-
tor Betty Va-

cek and Society Secretary Sofie Perkins making a 
donation to St. Patrick’s Catholic School.

State Direc-
tor Betty Va-

cek and Society Secretary Sofie Perkins present a 
check to Principal Mr. Orlando Salazar of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School. 

46 Corpus Christi

46 Corpus Christi

Also receiving donations were Sacred Heart Cath-
olic School, Rockport; St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
School, Alice; and St. Anthony’s Catholic School, 
Robstown.

46 Corpus Christi

46 Corpus Christi
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State Director Betty Vacek at The Amazing Grace 
Pilgrimage in Assisi and Rome, Italy with Lori 
Janak, member of 72 El Campo Society and Kim 
Polasek, member of 118 Taft.

State Director Betty Vacek and Kim Polasek in Rome. St. Peter’s 
and ancient Roman ruins in the background.

Kim Polasek, Lori Janak (tour leader), and State Director Betty 
Vacek in front of St. Paul Outside the Walls, Rome. This was the 
site where St. Paul was beheaded.

State Director Betty Vacek outside of the church where the body 
of soon to be St. Carlos Acutis’ body is located in Assisi.

Several members of KJZT Family Life attended the 
Annual Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas Pil-
grimage to Sts. Cyril & Methodius Shrine in Dubi-
na, Texas. A Mass celebrated in Czech and English 
was celebrated by Fr. Paul Chovanec, Fr. Luke Pri-
hoda, and Fr. Elias Rafaj. Deacon Josh Svada served 
at the Mass. A group of volunteer choir members 
accompanied by Fr. Flagg sang Czech songs for the 
service. After the Pilgrimage Mass, a covered dish 
luncheon was enjoyed by all. The annual meeting of 
the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas followed. 
If anyone is interested in helping to encourage the 
Czech Catholic heritage, you can visit the website at 
czechcatholicfoundation.org. The icon of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius was written by Fr. Elias Rafaj.

State Director Betty Vacek, State Jr. Director Anne Wick, and 
memebers posing with the icon of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.

Christopher Wick, State Junior Director Anne Wick, and junior 
members posing with the icons of Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Other News
Members of KJZT gathered for their annual Christ-
mas party enjoying fellowship, delicious food and 
celebrating Betty Bartos’ Birthday.  Betty has been 
a member of KJZT for over 62 years!  Her wisdom 
and mentorship is greatly valued and appreciated! 

Deacon Kyle Janda of Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in La Grange was ordained to the Diaconate for the 
Austin Diocese on March 1, 2025, at San Jose Cath-
olic Church in Austin.

Presenting him a special gift from the KJZT State Office were the 
Society 31 La Grange officers and State Director, from left, Presi-
dent Elizabeth Kallus, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, District V State 
Director Joy Kovar, Deacon Kyle Janda, Secretary Marilyn Koth-
mann, and Vice President Nicole Vasut.

KJZT Members Participate In The 
Amazing Grace Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage to Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Shrine

Happy Birthday!

Congratulations!
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Society News
Members complet-
ing their Feeding 

Families Project by making a donation to Commu-
nity Connections of Lavaca County.

Pictured (L to R): Renee Hardt, Becky Janak (Program Manager), 
Mary Ann Pavliska presenting $400.00 check & Mary Ann Janca.

2 Hallettsville

A $200.00 donation from the 
KJZT St. Anne’s #4 of Praha was 

recently deposited into the Matching Funds Cam-
paign account at Fayette Savings Bank (FSB) for the 
benefit of the St. Rose Catholic School Renovation 
Campaign.

Pictured (from left):  Brandi Rerich, FSB Personal Banker, KJZT 
representatives Phyllis Teykl, Member, Georgia Cerny, President, 
Patricia Masek, Treasurer; Rosanne Gallia, St. Rose School Prin-
cipal; Nancy Jasek, KJZT Secretary; Cheryl Brossmann, FSB 
Lobby Manager; Very Reverend Jasper Liggio, St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church Pastor. 

4 Praha

February 4, 2025 - St. Joseph 
Catholic School in Bryan celebrat-

ed 130 years of continuous Catholic Education.
An All School Mass was celebrated by Bishop Joe 
Vasquez of the Diocese of Austin. Following the 
Mass, KJZT Family Life No. 6 Bryan donated and 
served cake at the reception.

Pictured are State Chaplain, Father Jared Cooke, Bishop Joe 
Vasquez, State Director Helen Metzer along with other KJZT 
Family Life No. 6 Members and SJS Alumni. 

6 Bryan St Anne’s Society 
No. 10 presented 

a check to St. John’s Alter Society from proceeds 
from their bake sale.  The donation was matched by 
the KJZT Family Life. 

Pictured (L to R): Helen Wied, KJZT Vice President; Madelyn 
Kovar, Alter Society president; Lois Kaspar, KJZT treasurer; and 
Rose Rohde, KJZT secretary

10 Fayetteville

KJZT members presenting a 
check to Helping One Another: 

Meals On Wheels as their Feeding Families project. 

22 Wallis

KJZT Society No. 23 Hostyn 
presented a check with 

matching funds to the Hostyn and Plum CREW. The 
funds were from the Soup and Noodle Sale held ear-
lier this year.

23 Hostyn

Society No. 23 Hostyn mem-
bers sponsored a St. Joseph’s 

Table Food Dinner for the AMEN Food Pantry on 
March 16th and March 17th. It was a successful 
food drive with 200 pounds of food collected. The 
Hostyn members would like to say thank you and to 
pray for blessings to everyone involved. 

23 Hostyn

Find us on Facebook 
for updates on Events, News, 

and Society Activities!
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Beverly Barrow of KJZT 
Society No. 28 presenting 

a check to Natalie Freeman of the Elizabeth House 
Maternity Home. Proceeds came from their bake 
sale and matching funds from the State Office. 

28 Frenstat

Society News

Society No. 41 President 
Diane Supak presenting a 

Matching Funds Check to members of the Amen 
Food Pantry.

Pictured is President Diane Supak and members of the Amen 
Food Pantry.

41 Ellinger

Members visited the lo-
cal nursing home, Grow in 

Grace, and celebrated with a Valentine themed party 
for the residents and staff.

Pictured is Frances Veseley visiting with Grow in Grace residents

43 Ganado

Members presented school 
with a cash donation & a 

box of goodies for the teachers.

Pictured (L to R) are Dorothy Henke secretary, Mrs Barton, teach-
er, and Leo Henke

44 MoraviaSociety No. 101 pre-
senting a donation to the 

Our Lady of Victory Library.

Pictured (L to R): Nancy Ives school Librarian and Carolyn Nevlud

101 Victoria

Members of KJZT No. 
115 teamed up to work 

the St. Michael Bazaar Dessert Booth and Bake Sale 
to make money for Parish Organizations and Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Catholic School. 

Pictured FR: Jimmy Mikes, Cynthia Grandjean, Dorothy Novosad, 
Danna Kolafa and Kathy Wishert.  
BR: Karen Koranek and Janet Gipson.

Pictured (L to R): Elizabeth Yarrington, Monica Huehlefeld, Betty 
Bartos and Danna Kolaf

115 Freeport

Needville KJZT Soci-
ety No. 49 gave a do-

nation to Fairchild Volunteer Fire Chief Josh Shed 
and fire fighter Logan Maus.  Presenting check was 
Vivian Jedlicka.

49 Needville
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Society No. 16, Ennis, hosted a 
Soup Before Stations on a Fri-

day evening during Lent. Many parishioners en-
joyed sampling one or more homemade meatless 
soups made by members. Also available were a 
choice of various breads and crackers, cheese pizza 
and nachos.

16 Ennis

Society News
Society No. 126 Pa-
lacios society gave 

money from their fundraiser to Friends of the Elder 
Citizens.

Pictured are Deborah Barnett, President of St Monica’s and Sissy 
Holder from Friends of the Elder Citizens.

126 Palacios

Society No. 23 Hostyn mem-
bers held a Walk For Life and 

Rosary for the unborn on January 25, 2025. While 
it was a cold and windy day, the ladies held strong. 
They started at the Prayer Garden and walked around 
the church chaples while praying their Rosary. 

23 Hostyn

 Members deco-
rated the St. Jo-

seph’s school teachers lounge for Catholic School 
week and provided refreshments.

Pictured are Sister Marilyn Springs, OVISS and Carolyn Wilker-
son

12 Sweet Home

The Final Convention Gift check to Kathy Barnes, 
Principal of Sacred Heart Catholic School in Rock-
port was presented. The school is very thankful for 
the donations from KJZT Family Life as the school 
is still recuperating after Hurricane Harvey.

Convention Gift
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On Sunday, February 16th the 
Marak KJZT Jrs celebrated 

mass together. 

Pictured are Cutter Hubnik and Jett Vaculin as ushers

Pictured are Addison Dach, Jett Vaculin, and Callen Vaculin dur-
ing the procession of the offertory and Lily and Ian Brunson as 
altar servers.

Junior News
KJZT Family Life Juniors Soci-
ety No. 6 Bryan along with the 

American Heritage Girls from St. Joseph Church 
prepared 80 Blessings Bags for St. Joseph Meal 
Ministry. These bags went with 80 meals delivered 
to some of the neediest in Bryan-College Station. 
Items included gloves, crafts, prayer cards, hand 
sanitizer, snacks, first aid kit, toothbrush, toothpaste 
and more.

Pictured is State Director and Society President Helen Metzer 
with the junior members. 

6 Bryan

KJZT Juniors Society 
49 Needville mem-

bers gave a donation to the Rosenberg Animal Shel-
ter.

Pictured (L to R) are Michael and M’Lynn Palermo

49 Needvillle

21 Marak

Junior members helped 
get the church flower beds 

ready for Easter by cleaning them out and planting 
new flowers.

Pictured are (front row): Ryan Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, 
Madison Lucas, Kiera Kaska, Will Gerik, Grayson Pustejovsky, 
and Quintin Kaska; (back row): Bryson Murphy, Molly Lucas, Izzy 
Haferkamp, Antonio Salvador and Camille Kaska.

104 Abbott

KJZT Juniors posing with 
their donated quilt at their 

craft show. 

Attending the event was AJ, Iris, and Coraline Alvear, Lydia 
Hagan, Kimber Wilson and Kayson Gupton.

85 Damon

Society 16, Ennis, juniors had a 
Day of Recollection during Lent. 

Activities included decorating gift bags for a future 
visit to local nursing homes, Lent Bingo, and Sta-
tions of the Cross. The day closed with the juniors 
attending Mass together.

16 Ennis
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Members visited the lo-
cal nursing home, Grow in 

Grace, and celebrated with a Valentine themed party 
for the residents and staff. Music was played while 
strawberry shortcake and punch was served, and 
the Junior members helped hand out Valentines and 
roses.

Pictured Left to Right: Members - Frances Veseley & Mildred 
Johnson, Junior Members - Gabriel Kallus, Xavier Kallus, Gianna 
Kallus & Bella Kallus, Member - Jennifer Kallus, and owner of 
Grow in Grace in Ganado, Kim Hicks

Bella and Gianna Kallus making punch

43 Ganado The Abbott KJZT Fam-
ily Life Junior Division 

led Stations of the Cross for their parish on Friday, 
March 21.  

Pictured are (First row L to R): Hannon Kettler, Bowen Hejl, Max 
Lucas, Juliet Lucas, Bryson Hejl, Kiera Kaska; Second row: Anto-
nio Salvador, Aron Salvador, Avery Sullins, Samuel Kolar, Weston 
Sustala, Thomas Kolar, Annie Salvador, Lucas Haferkamp; Third 
row: Bryson Murphy, Abigail Sullins, Mabry Sustala, Joel Lucas, 
Molly Lucas and Lincoln Holecek; Fourth row: David DeBenedic-
tis, Wyatt Holecek, Will Gerik, Grayson Pustejovsky, Ryan Puste-
jovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, Quintin Kaska, Madison Lucas and 
Izzy Haferkamp.

104 Abbott

The No. 111 juniors attended 
an Alter Server Luncheon.111 Edna

Pictured are Xavier and Gabriel Kallus handing out roses

Junior News

Junior members visiting with Grow in Grace resident and Society 
#43 member, Georgie Kruse of Ganado

No Address Listed
the State Office can be reached at 
1-888-253-2338 or at info@kjzt.org

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
CHRISTMAS, KEVIN ANDREW

PROCHAZKA, PAUL S
HUTMACHER, ANNE MARIE

BOECK, MARY A
CADENA, MARK A
REEVES, AARON A
BOECK, JACLYN S

WHITE, MEGHAN E
MIXON, KOURTNEY A

JOHNS, JOSEPH C
HAVELKA, HEATHER L
HAVELKA, STEPHEN T 
WOODSON, AMANDA

WOODSON, KATHLEEN
WOODSON, DANIEL
WOODSON, KAREN 

KNOTT, CHERI 
KNOTT, JERI LYNN
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Here is an update on events coming up soon. Dis-
trict Socials have already started. Please check 
the District Social schedule in the Journal to see 
when your meeting will be held. The Juniors are 
encouraged to attend and participate in the Junior 
program. Hoping to see a lot of you there.
  Come experience Camp Guardian Angel at the 
new location which will be held at Camp Buck-
ner in Burnet, Texas starting on Friday, June 20th 
and ending on Monday, June 23rd. Junior mem-

bers aged 8 thru 17 can attend. It is an excellent opportunity to learn about 
our Catholic faith, Czech Heritage, Fellowship and make a lot of good friends 
along the way. Raffle tickets can be sold to help defray the cost of camp. More 
information is available on the website: https://kjzt.org/camp-guardian-angel/. 
The deadline to register is April 30th. Family Fun Day for the Juniors and their 
families is scheduled for Sunday, June 8th at Splashway Water Park in Sheridan, 
Texas. Looking forward to seeing you there.
  Congratulations to all the Juniors who placed and as well participated in the 
State Photo Competition. To me, everyone was a winner.
  Please plan to attend and join us at these events so that we can keep KJZT 
Family Life going. May God Bless all of us and hoping you all have a Blessed 
and Happy Easter Season.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

KJZT Family Life
Catholic School Tuition Benefit

KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools and believes that all children 
should have access to a Catholic education. To aid in this, KJZT Family 
Life offers a Catholic School Tuition Benefit for KJZT members who 
qualify. This is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of $125 
each to students attending Catholic Schools. See below for guidelines. 
Other rules and restrictions may apply.

• The Catholic School Student must be a KJZT Family Life member 
with life insurance for at least one year.

• The student must be enrolled in a Catholic School, 
grades K-12, in the Fall of 2025.

• Students will be chosen through a random selection process.
• Benefits will be paid directly to the Catholic School.

• Parents/Guardians will need to complete and submit the 
Application and Student Verification Form. 

These forms are available at www.kjzt.org under Member Benefits.
• Completed applications and verification forms will be due to the 

State Office by May 30, 2025.

2024 Junior Division
State Photo and Scrapbook Winners

Group A 
1.	 Delane Appelt
	 - Moulton Society No. 14
2.	 Greyson Grahmann
	 - Praha Society No. 4
3.	 Delta Vacek
	 - Taft Society No. 118
4.	 Max Lucas
	 - Abbott Society No. 104
5.	 Ervin Vacek
	 - Taft Society No. 118

Group 1 
1.	 Gage Janak
	 - Shiner Society No. 5
2.	 Allie Custer
	 - Taft Society No. 118
3.	 Colt Janak
	 - Shiner Society No. 5
4.	 Samuel Kolar 
	 - Abbott Society No. 104
5.	 Hadley Wick
	 - Ammannsville Society No. 24

Group 2
1.	 Blake Custer
	 - Taft Society No. 118
2.	 Brienne Huf
	 - Taft Society No. 118
3.	 M’Lynn Palermo 	
	 - Needville Society No. 49
4.	 Matthew Sylvester		
	 - Praha Society No. 4
5.	 Lily Sylvester
	 - Praha Society No. 4

Group 3
1.	 Stephaniah Phillips
	 - Wallis Society No. 22
2.	 Molly Lucas
	 - Abbott Society No. 104
3.	 Mackenzie Tobola
	 - Ennis Society No. 16
4.	 Levi Leonard
	 - Moulton Society No. 14 
5.	 Cierra Shaver
	 - Shiner Society No. 5 

Group 4
1.	 Samantha Moeller
	 - Shiner Society No. 5
2.	 Joel Lucas
	 - Abbott Society No.104
3.	 Easton Ruffin
 	 - Ennis Society No. 16
4.	 Sally Machacek
	 - Moulton Society No. 14
5.	 Jack Leonard
 	 - Moulton Society No. 14

Scrapbooks
1.	 Abbott Society No. 104 
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“In Memoriam”

Hayes Dawson is a new member of Society No. 69 
Smithville. He is the son of Dalton and Rebecca 
Dawson. Hayes’ mother Rebecca; sister, Harper; and 
great-grandmother, Kathy Karisch; are all members 
of Society No. 69 Smithville.

Emma Penning is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. She is the daughter of Jeffrey Penning and 
Claire Hutyra, and the granddaughter of Mark and 
Amy Hutyra and Chris and Bethanie Penning.

Walker Davis is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Kylon and Alyssa Davis.

Matthew Thomas Ruffin is a new member of Society 
16 Ennis. He is the son of Josh and Alisha Ruffin, 
grandson of Bernie and Pam Zmolik, great-grand-
son of Benny and Evelyn Zmolik & Wesley and Nor-
ma Juricek.  

Dominic Waedekin is a new member of Society No. 
16 Ennis. He is the son of Ryan and Brianna Wae-
dekin, and the grandson of Karen Waedekin and 
Sandra Mikula who are also members.

Dylan Wayne Holy is a new member of Society No. 
21 Marak. He is the son of Amy & Joshua Holy, Sr. 
& brother to Joshua Ray Holy, Jr. Proud grandpar-
ents are Robert & Debbie Vansa and Bud & Janie 
Holy. His great-grandmother is Delores Kral.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

5	 SHINER		  ANASTASIA (STACY) (CAKA) HUSER		  10/17/2023		  86
5	 SHINER		  ELIZABETH (PATEK) KOCIAN			   1/14/2025		  98
6	 SHINER		  ROBERTA (JACKSON) HEJL			   2/18/2025		  80
7	 DUBINA		  PATRICIA (HILSHER) SAUM			   12/14/2024		  88
10	 FAYETTEVILLE		 ADELINE (SHULA) PETTER			   10/23/2024		  81
11	 WEST			   LINDA (GRAMOLL) NEMEC			   3/9/2021		  74
11	 WEST			   CAROL (GLEW) BAJER				    3/8/2025		  80
11	 WEST			   VIRGINIA (LEDNICKY) WEBB			   2/9/2025		  81
11	 WEST			   BERNADETTE (ONDREJ) HYKEL		  3/15/2025		  90
12	 SWEET HOME		  ELSIE FRANCES KUPKA			   2/22/2025		  74
14	 MOULTON		  DAVID JOSEPH KALICH			   1/21/2025		  84
16	 ENNIS			   MARK ALLEN SHOFNER			   7/24/2024		  54
16	 ENNIS			   LENNIE (MACH) DEAGEN			   12/14/2024		  80
16	 ENNIS			   GERALDINE (KRISKA) KUBIN			   1/22/2025		  86
16	 ENNIS			   ATTIE (MIKLIS) DE VLAMING			   1/21/2025		  95
19	 TAYLOR		  JOY (ZGARBA) CONNOR			   3/2/2025		  87
21	 MARAK		  MARGIE (BARTEK) VACULIN			   8/21/2020		  92
24	 AMMANNSVILLE	 MARY ANN (ZIMMERHANZEL) KALLUS	 12/2/2017		  73
27	 CALDWELL		  BRENDA (GREEN) POLANSKY			   1/21/2025		  76
30	 EAST BERNARD	 KELLY (BESEDA) MACHA			   12/26/2023		  46
31	 LA GRANGE		  BERNICE (HORAK) GUETTLER			  4/29/2024		  96
32	 HOUSTON		  DOLORES (BROM) SHEPHERD			   2/9/2025		  88
32	 HOUSTON		  GERTRUDE ( JANKOWSKI) TEPERA		  6/29/2024		  96
38	 SAN ANTONIO		 ROSELYN (NICHOLS) NEMEC			   6/1/2023		  84
41	 ELLINGER		  MARGARET (HRACHOVY) URBAN		  1/31/2025		  83
42	 SEALY			   MARIE (SUROVCAK) STASTNY			  12/13/2024		  98
43	 GANADO		  JAN (SULAK) WOOLDRIDGE			   1/18/2025		  60
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 JOAN (HAVELKA) ADKINSS			   12/28/2024		  76
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 RAYMOND MALISH JR				    1/13/2025		  77
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 HELEN (NOVAK) BOYD			   3/3/2025		  77
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARY (JIRAL) STAUFFER			   12/4/2024		  88
47	 INDUSTRY		  JOHN KENJURA JR				    11/8/2025		  85
49	 NEEDVILLE		  PATRICIA (VACEK) NICHOLS			   1/26/2025		  78
53	 WIED			   GERDA (RENG) JANAK				   2/21/2023		  86
66	 WEIMAR		  EMMA (LICHNOVSKY) SLAVIK			  3/14/2017		  96
72	 EL CAMPO		  GEORGE EDWARD KUNETKA			   2/24/2025		  80
72	 EL CAMPO		  GEORGIA (NEMEC) DOROTIK			   11/20/2023		  91
75	 JOURDANTON		 DEANNA (WEBB) NELSON			   12/30/2024		  86
75	 JOURDANTON		 VIRGINIA (MOY) MORKOVSKY		  12/11/2024		  97
77	 ROSENBERG		  DOROTHY (RUZICKA) JEZ			   1/11/2025		  86
77	 ROSENBERG		  DOROTHY (BIENSKI) SCOTKA			  11/21/2024		  88
83	 FLATONIA		  LILLIE (KOUDELKA) BRANECKY		  12/24/2024		  91
85	 DAMON		  JOE E BUCHTA					    2/20/2025		  80
89	 SINTON		  MARY (PETER) JONES				    11/15/2024		  90
93	 AUSTIN		  STEVEN CLARK BROWN			   12/14/2024		  65
104	 ABBOTT		  LINDA (PUSTEJOVSKY) GERIK			   1/15/2025		  75
108	 DALLAS		  JO YVONNE (CHAMPION) ULLRICH		  2/24/2025		  84
114	 HOUSTON		  GEORGIA (OLSOVSKY) MATUSEK		  1/19/2025		  98
118	 TAFT			   NATHAN ANGELO ATHAS			   12/15/2022		  30
124	 TEXAS CITY		  JERRI (KALUZA) HEGMAN			   2/6/2025		  72
130	 GEORGETOWN	 ANGELITA CASTILLO				    2/6/2025		  92




