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  As 2024 has come and gone so quickly, I am so pleased about the year 
we had, and the year to come here at KJZT Family Life. Our Fraternal 
has accomplished so many exciting things both here at the State level and 
especially in our local societies and communities. You, our members, have 
done so much to give back to your communities through donations, fun-
draising, and a lot of volunteer work. It makes me so proud of what our 
Fraternal stands for and represents when I see all the hard work you are all 
doing. 
  One of my favorite things I get to do every year is that I get out and travel 
the state to meet with all of you. I want to send a huge thank you to all of 
you that attended your District Social, the Fraternal Events that we hosted, 

and the numerous events we sponsored throughout the year. All of our events were very well attended and I 
look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
  We have very exciting news regarding Camp Guardian Angel. For the first time in many years we will be 
changing the location. This coming year, Camp Guardian Angel, will be held at Camp Buckner in Burnet, 
TX. We had the pleasure of visiting the camp this Fall for a tour, and we were very impressed with all that 
they have to offer. We are excited for all of the Juniors, and know they will have an amazing experience. 
If you know of any child that is not currently a KJZT Family Life member, this would be a great reason to 
invite them to join. 
  As we celebrate the season, I hope we all remember why we celebrate and the gift we have all received of 
Jesus. I hope you and all your family can be grateful for all of our blessings.
  I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. I am very excited for our Fraternal as 
we embark on 2025.
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

Awaiting the King of the Universe
KJZT brothers and sisters, I pray that you are reading this in good health, happiness, and Advent holiness. Once 
again, a very Happy New Year to you all…in the liturgical sense! We obviously see the colors have changed in our 
parishes and we’ve already gotten anticipatory with the garland and the wreaths and especially with that very special 
wreath that we all see before us in our Churches adorned with four prominent candles — all reminders that the season 
of Advent has officially begun and the coming of Christmas is just over the horizon! Hence, it is a time for us to keep 
our eyes fixed in that direction with anticipation for the coming of our Lord and our King…and let us not forget that 
He is truly that - a KING! This is why in Holy Mother Church’s great wisdom, she always offers but a single Sunday 
(always the Sunday just before Advent begins) for us to rediscover, re-embrace and of course to celebrate yet again 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, as KING OF THE UNIVERSE! I always like to call that day “HE-MAN SUN-
DAY” because Christ is truly the “Master of the Universe!” AMEN? 
  Now, brothers and sisters, don’t say AMEN, unless you truly believe what it is that you are saying Amen to! I ask 
you to reflect and be honest with your answer in response to this question: is Christ truly the master of your universe, 
of your day to day, of your family? Is Christ truly the master of your life? Do you accept Christ as your King and 

better yet, do you allow Him to be your King? Again, is Christ truly the King of your life? The answer is either a YES or it is a NO! But before you answer, let us 
re-visit the Gospel that we heard proclaimed on “Christ The King” Sunday. Jesus says in the Gospel, “...my Kingdom does not belong to this world.” Now when 
one hears this, when one takes this literally and at face value, I think it’s safe to say this has the ability to create a problematic understanding of what Jesus is 
actually saying. When we hear the Kingdom of God does not belong to this world, we can very easily start to allow misunderstandings to creep in. So, for many 
who hear that God’s Kingdom does not belong to this world, they take this literally, without a thought, and just accept the notion that we’re just sort of here killing 
time - OR - perhaps God’s Kingdom does not belong to this world, so I guess perhaps it comes later? I guess that means I am just here sort of building a resume 
for some future kingdom, if you will? Brothers and sisters, this is of course not what we believe. When we hear Jesus say, “my Kingdom does not belong to this 
world,” He’s not telling us, “just kill time.” He’s not telling us “go on, build that resume for later.” What we believe, as Catholics, is that God’s Kingdom is here 
and now. God’s Kingdom is THE CHURCH! We believe therefore, that the Kingdom is breaking forth into the world right this very moment, through the Church! 
On the last Sunday in Ordinary Time, right before we began the new liturgical season of Advent, we always celebrate Christ as the King of the Universe and we 
allow ourselves to pause for a single Sunday to place our entire focus on The King and His Kingdom, and though He says that it doesn’t belong to this world, here’s 
the really important distinction that we must understand: we embrace the reality that the Kingdom of God is IN the world, but NOT OF the world! Jesus says, “my 
Kingdom does not belong to this world,” but that does NOT mean that it is not here. The Kingdom of God is breaking forth into the world RIGHT NOW — through 
the Church — through you and through me! We believe this as Catholics and we indeed believe this most visibly through the Sacraments, which we receive and 
celebrate often. These are earthly things, right? We see them administered and received; we see them happening before our very eyes. They’re tangible and they’re 
touchable, but the spiritual realities are colossal, they’re monumental and they are earthly things that through the grace of God become absolutely earth shattering!  
  Let us think about it: Baptism — Baptism is not just oil, water, fire, cute pictures, a luncheon and a cake! Baptism, brothers and sisters, makes us citizens of the 
Kingdom of God! As we know, it literally marks our souls — you belong now to the King! You are now a member of the Kingdom of God! Let’s pivot and talk 
about Confirmation — Confirmation makes us Soldiers for Christ, Soldiers for the Kingdom, people who are ready to defend and help spread the Good News of 
the Gospel, by being people who are faithful servants of and to the King and once again, our souls are marked upon reception of this sacrament. Now brothers and 
sisters, Baptism and Confirmation are not just “boxes” that we check off, keep in a file, then wait around for the end of time to then just present said file to gain 
access into Heavenly glory, when all is said and done…NO! Baptism and Confirmation says you are now on the team. You are now part of the family; you are now 
in the ranks — as the Kingdom breaks forth into the world! Let’s talk about the Eucharist, shall we? The Eucharist is the table where the King feeds and nourishes 
His people! He sacrifices Himself and feeds us on a daily basis. Let’s talk about prayer — prayer is time spent in the very throne room of the King! You tell me, 
what other Kingdom has that luxury, at literally any time in history? What other Kingdom has ever had 24/7 access to the King? Any of His subjects, any of His 
people can be in contact and conversation with the King at literally any moment. Let’s talk about Confession — Confession is that beautiful gift and sacrament that 
makes things right with the King — when we have offended the King, when we have left the Kingdom, when we have betrayed it, when we have done and said 
things that have communicated that well, we just don’t want to be here! We simply go back home to the Kingdom, meet with the King and we reconcile with Him. 
When we do this, we are made right again by the grace and the mercy of the King! We belong once again to the Kingdom. We are home. Praise be to the King! 
  Now that leads me to the big glaring question of Why? Why do I continue to do all these things? Why do I continue to pray, participate, receive, and seemingly 
repeat over and over and over again? Well, brothers and sisters, it’s actually quite simple — because the King asks us to. He asks much of us in this life because 
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XXXVII Regular General Convention
July 12, 2025

La Grange, Texas

Delegates have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position, 
please call your State Director or send an email to info@kjzt.org.

•  Balloting Committee
•  Constitution & Bylaws Committee
•  Convention Minutes Approval Committee
•  Credential & Mileage Committee

•  Fraternal Committee
•  Gifts Committee
•  Nominating Committee

Are you interested in becoming a State Director for KJZT Family Life?
Here’s a part of what it takes:
•  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVII Regular General Convention.
	 o Officers of the Society or Members who attend society meetings 	
	    regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elect-	
	    ed as Delegate or Alternates.
•  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of five years.

Board of Directors - 
According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of Directors shall have 
the following responsibilities and duties:
•  Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special General    
   Convention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials in their as-   	
   signed districts.
•  Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State of Texas.
•  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution and By	
   laws and Rules and Regulations.
•  Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the Fraternal.
•  Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the business of the  
   Fraternal.

State Directors -
In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated under the Board of 
Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties and responsibilities:

•  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned 	

   and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carr-	
   ying out the Fraternal Program.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/   
   or need arises.
• Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, invest- 
   ments and fraternalism.
• Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary  
  Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spiritu-
  ally and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors -
•  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, abil-  
    ity to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
•  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC)  
   designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its 
   status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and  
   applications.
•  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings  
   as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
•  Must be able to be bonded.

*Please note that this list is not all inclusive. To receive a full description or if you are 
interested in applying for the State Director position in your area, please call your 
current State Director or email info@kjzt.org.

KJZT Family Life Journal November/December 2024
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  As this year comes to a close, we reflect on the year and there is so much we 
are thankful for; especially the following agents of KJZT Family Life listed below 
that have sold this year. We are forever grateful for your continued dedication 
and support to this wonderful fraternal. Your service to our members does not 
go unnoticed and we appreciate all you do and we look forward to another suc-
cessful year in the sales of KJZT Family Life.

Thank You!
By Deborah Kaspar and Joan Johnson, Fraternal Field Managers

Looking for Agents
  Join our team and receive professional training and 
support with no prior experience necessary. We offer 
Whole Life, Term, and Senior Life Insurance, Annuities 
and IRA’s to our members. Help us encourage others to 
become a part of our Family! 

  For more information, 
call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338

 or email sales@kjzt.org

Find KJZT Family Life on Facebook and 
on Instagram @KJZTfamilylife 

for updates on Events, 
News, and Society Activities!

Congratulations to our Contest Winners!Congratulations to our Contest Winners!
October Sales - Theresa Plsek

November Sales -  John McDermott

Sandy Adamcik

Doris Andel

Diana Blakley

Eric Bludau

Jenna Brewer

Matthew Brown

Arlene Cloyd

Lorrie Grimm

Donna Janda

George R Keller

Joy Kovar

Joyce Kurtz

Rosa Linda Lopez

John McDermott

Cynthia Morris

Linda Pavlicek

Theresa Plsek

Kathleen Pustejovsky

Maria D Reyes Bahena

Tina Sylvester

Latosha Turknett

Betty Vacek

Mary Grace Vinklarek

Christopher M Wick

Sheila D Williams

Katherine Wishert

Elizabeth A Zemanek

A New Year’s Prayer

Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts

And cause our Spirits to be born again
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.

Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.

- Author Unknown
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KJZT Attends Annual Czech Heritage Fest
  On October 19, 2024, KJZT officers and members attended the annual Texas 
Czech Heritage Cultural Center Heritage Fest in La Grange, Texas. KJZT had a 
booth where attendees painted pumpkins and played games for prizes. In atten-
dance were Junior Director Anne Wick, State Director Joy Kovar, State Director 
Helen Metzer, and Society No. 23 Hostyn Secretary Donna Janda.  

Society No. 6 Bryan Celebrates 125th Anniversary
  The Society held their annual meeting and 125th Anniversary celebration on 
Sunday, November 10, 2024. The meeting was opened with prayer given by Fr. 
Brian Eilers, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, and singing God 
Bless America in honor of Veterans Day. 
  A meal of turkey and dressing was catered by Buppy’s provided by the Society, 
and desserts by Members. Spirit refreshments were also served before the meal.
  Election of Officers for 2025 took place, re-electing Helen Metzer as Presi-
dent, Mel Hall as Vice-President, Alisa Zubik as Treasurer, and Liz Zemanek as 
Secretary. Next, Election of Delegates to the Convention on July 12, 2025 are: 
Liz Zemanek, Alisa Zubik, and Mel Hall; and Alternates are: Kathy Patke, Gayle 
Patke Erwin, and Mary Hovorak.
  Helen Metzer, District Director, gave Reports on several items: State Office 
News, Memorial Scholarship Fund, Catholic School Tuition, 80 Blessing Bags, 
Kolaches for teachers at St. Joseph Catholic School for Catholic Schools Week, 
Donation to Juniors Raffle, and Report on District Social in Corn Hill.	
  For our 125th Anniversary of our Society, Liz Zemanek gave a presentation and 
set up tables with old photos and artifacts of the St. Elizabeth Society.  Especially 
notable was the original “Certificate Seal” embosser from 1899 that has been 
handed down through the years, and several photos of prior Conventions and 
Meetings.
 After the presentation, they played “Guess What the Initials Stand For” Game 
and drew for Door Prizes.
  Closing Prayer to Mary in honor of the Assumption and St. Elizabeth in honor 
of our 125th Anniversary. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon reminiscing.
Liz Zemanek, Secretary.

Pictured are Officers and Members who attended the meeting and celebration. Standing (L to R): 
Chery Wenck, Alisa Zubik, JoAnn Zaeske, Carl, Lorraine and Ramona Roesler, Liz Britten, Beverly 
Foyt, Denise Kuciemba, Phyllis Chatman, Melinda Thompson, Helen Metzer, Pat Moss, Jeannine 
Koll, Linda Yendrey, Pauline Recek, Loretta Stetz Waldrop, Pam Stetz, Kathy Patke, Mel Hall, Rose 
Marie Boriskie, Linda Holubec, Gayle Erwin, and Mary Hovorak. Kneeling (L to R):  Liz Zemanek, 
Sandra Groves, and Linda Stetz.

Other News

Recognizing a 
Long-Term Member

  Long time Member of Society No. 49 Need-
ville, Bertha Hruby, who turned 102 years old 
this year, attended the Annual Meeting and 
Family Social on November 3, 2024. Bertha 
has been a member of KJZT for 86 years.

Pictured is Bertha Hruby.  
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Celebrating 67 Years of Marriage

  Theodore (Ted) and Mary Kallus of Georgetown, Texas celebrated their 67th 
wedding anniversary on Saturday, October 19, 2024, at their country home, east 
of Georgetown, Texas. They were married at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Tay-
lor, Texas on October 19, 1957, with the late Father Arthur Michalka officiating. 
They celebrated the special occasion with a dinner attended by their children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and other family members. They are mem-
bers of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church of Granger, Texas. Mary is a 
member of Society No. 18 Granger. They are very grateful for all the blessings 
and gifts during their married life. Congratulations Mary and Ted!

The Czechoslovak Foreign Institute Announces:
The Czech Summer Study 2025 

 
When: June 23 to July 16 (2025) - Depart US June 23, 2025

Where: Praha, Česká Republika

Housing:  Group participants will be housed in dorms of the Agricultural 
School with double occupancy rooms sharing a bath. Single rooms are 
available at an extra charge. The dorm is situated in the northwestern part 
of Praha, linked to down town by bus and subway.

Food Service: Three meals a day will be served featuring authentic Czech 
cuisine. There will be an additional charge for vegetarian meals.

Czech Language Instruction: Class size and levels will depend on enroll-
ment. Your level: beginning or intermediate will be evaluated informally 
for placement into the proper class. The class will meet five days a week 
for four hours before lunch and once a week for two hours of conversation 
after lunch. The classes are non-credit courses.

For information about the tour contact Thadious Polasek at: Polasek29@gmail.com

125th Anniversary of Society No. 4 Praha
  
  In celebration of St. Anne’s Society No. 4 Praha’s 125th anniversary, the society 
served donuts, coffee, and juice to members, parishioners, and guests after mass 
on Sunday, October 13, 2024.

Pictured is Treasurer Patricia Masek helping serve refreshments.

Catholic Rural Life Harvest Mass
  Most Rev. Bishop Brendan J. Cahill, S.T.D. celebrated the Catholic Rural Life 
(Victoria Chapter) Harvest Mass 2024 at Whistling Duck Winery near Weimar, 
on Saturday, November 23rd.  Catholic Rural Life (CRL) is a national, Catholic 
nonprofit organization dedicated to the vitality of the American countryside. 
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s members attended the event.  A luncheon provided by 
local Catholic Daughters members and area businesses was served after the Mass 
in the lovely vineyard south of Weimar, Texas. The CRL Harvest Holy Mass is 
typically held the Saturday before Thanksgiving at Whistling Duck Winery.  All 
are cordially invited to attend.  
For more information on CRL, please contact:  https://catholicrurallife.org

Pictured with Most Rev. Bishop Brendan Cahill are Society No. 3 members Dorothy Schneider, 
Ruthie Rouse, Josephine DeRuiter, and Jennifer Janik.   

Member Celebrates 
91st Birthday

  
Members and friends of Society 115 Freeport 
gathered at the Jay Cafe in Lake Jackson to cel-
ebrate member Dorothy Novosad’s birthday. 
Dorothy has been a mentor and shared her 
wisdom for many years! Special guests were 
Dorothy’s son David Novosad and her grand-
son Justin Novosad.
Pictured is Dorothy Novosad with her birthday cake.   
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Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Laura Duckworth for 93 Austin, Bettie 
Pagach for 48 Cameron, Patricia Jennings for 28 Frenstat, Pat Shirk, Beatrice Janecka and Darlene 
Polasek for 19 Taylor, Marilyn Gaydos for 18 Granger, Belinda Beyer for 15 Corn Hill, Liz Zemanek 
for 6 Bryan, and Mary K Marusak for 130 Georgetown.

Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are Kiley Newland, Haleigh Metzer, State Director Helen Metzer, Emmie Metzer, all 
of 6 Bryan, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

District News
District XI/XII Social

  On October 13, 2024, KJZT Society No. 15 Corn Hill hosted the District XI/
XII Social. It was held at the Holy Trinity Parish Activity Center - Holy Family 
Room in Jarrell. A total of 64 members and guests were in attendance. Special 
guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Helen Metzer, 
State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal Field Manager 
Joan Johnson. Hosting local Society officers were Chaplain Father Stephen 
Nesrsta, President Belinda Beyer, Vice-President Jennifer Marquis, Secretary 
Barbara Danek, and Treasurer Betty Ann Vrabel.
  A Memorial Service was held for 48 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of Ju-
nior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each junior 
member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program.
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Lil-
lian Naizer, member of KJZT Society No. 130 Georgetown, was recognized 
for recently turning 100-years old. She was presented a Perpetual Enrollment 
and flowers. A short bio of Lillian’s 100 years was also read. Status Fraternal 
Certificates were awarded to Society No. 6 Bryan, Society No. 15 Corn Hill, 
Society No. 18 Granger, Society No. 19 Taylor, Society No. 21 Marak, Society 
No. 27 Caldwell, Society No. 28 Frenstat, Society No. 48 Cameron, Society No. 
93 Austin and Society No. 130 Georgetown.

50-Year Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Patricia Jennings of 28 Frenstat, Eliza-
beth Erwin of 6 Bryan, Catherine Vrazel and Belinda Beyer of 15 Corn Hill, Jeanette Nemec of 130 
Georgetown, and State Director Helen Metzer.

75-Year Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Anita Kutach, Marjorie Horton and Dolores 
Kutach of 93 Austin, Margaret McLean and Pauline Hoehn of 19 Taylor, Pauline Carrington of 15 
Corn Hill, and State Director Helen Metzer.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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100 Years And Counting
Pictured (L to R) are Society Chaplain Rev. Stephen Nesrsta and 100-year-old birthday celebrant 
Lillian Naizer.

Memorial Service
Pictured at the head table during the Memorial Service (L to R) are Vice-President Jennifer Mar-
quis, Pastor and Society Chaplain Rev. Stephen Nesrsta, Secretary Barbara Danek, Treasurer Betty 
Ann Vrabel, President Belinda Beyer, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, and State Director Helen 
Metzer.

Celebrating 100 Years
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Helen Metzer and member Lillian Naizer. Mrs. Metzer presented 
Lillian with a KJZT Perpetual Enrollment on behalf of the Fraternal.

District XI/XII Social

  National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Cath-
olic education in the United States. CSW starts the last Sunday in January 
and runs all week, which in 2025 is January 26 - February 1. Schools typi-
cally observe the week with Masses, assemblies and other activities for 
students, families, parishioners and community members to celebrate 
and congratulate. 
  Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strength-
ening its members lives through Catholic faith and community service. 
There are lots of ways to show your neighborhood Catholic School that 
they have the support of KJZT Family Life.  This is a great opportunity to 
show teachers and staff how much they are appreciated with a small gift 
for each, breakfast/snacks, a gift basket of goodies for the breakroom, or 
anything else you can think of! You can include a few KJZT promotional 
items as well. Share your photos online using #CSW2025.
  Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week. Call the State Office to let us know your Society 
would like to participate and we will be happy to assist you with give-
aways of KJZT pencils, brochures and small promotional items!

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week!

Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently gotten 
married, welcomed a baby, undergone a divorce or suffered a death in the fam-
ily? If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update your beneficiary.

If your primary beneficiary is incorrect or non-existent, the payment could pass 
on to your estate where it could be subject to taxes and fees. Life insurance 
proceeds are paid according to your designated beneficiaries.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keeping designated beneficiaries up to 
date. If you would like to verify your current beneficiary, call the State Office at 
1-888-253-2338 and we would be happy to assist you.
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Society News
The Society hosted its 
Annual Kolache Sale 

as part of the 2024 Holy Trinity Church bazaar in 
September. Approximately 90 dozen kolaches plus 
cream cheese rolls and strudels were baked by pa-
rishioners for sale.

Pictured (left to right) are Treasurer Betty Vrabel, President Be-
linda Beyer and Secretary Barbara Danek.

15 Corn Hill

The Society honored Dolores 
Sykora at a luncheon on Wednes-

day, October 3, 2024 at The Filling Station in West, 
Texas. She was presented a Perpetual Clerical En-
dowment from the Society. Dolores will be moving 
from West to Hallettsville, Texas to be near her sons. 
She has served as Vice President of the West Society 
for many years and has been very active and will be 
missed. She and other KJZT ladies started the Food 
Pantry for the Church of the Assumption and to this 
date it is still being sponsored by KJZT.

Attending the luncheon were (l to r sitting) Elizabeth Vanek, Chris 
Doskocil, Lillian Bohannan, Evelyn Stuckley, Geraldine Laubert 
and Beatrice Nors. Pictured standing are Diane Blakley, Betty 
Kostecka, Theresa Plsek, Dolores Sykora, Joyce Nors, Mary Kal-
lus, Mary Ann Stone, Sylvia Marek, Jeanette Karlik and Laurann 
Grimm.

11 West

The Society donated a 
check as part of Feed-

ing Families to St. Joseph’s Helping Hands. 

Pictured accepting the check is Dawne Wendel from Rose Mary 
Havlik representing the Society.

37 Hochheim

Society members attend-
ed the Rosary Rally held 

at the Courthouse on Saturday, October 12, 2024.

Pictured (L to R) are Penelope Rouse, Ruth Rouse, Monica Ho-
lik (Hallettsville #2), Doris Janak, Dorothy Schneider, Mary Jo 
Bludau, and Sherry Ross.

3 St. Mary’s

Dubina Society #7 provides a 
check to Fr. Chase Goodman for 

$1000 towards the new grotto that will be construct-
ed on the grounds of St Cyril and Methodius Church 
in Dubina. The funds were earned at the ”Bits and 
Pieces”  booth that the society hosts each year at the 
annual Dubina Picnic.   

Pictured are Gladys Muras, Treasurer, Fr Chase Goodman, and 
Wendy Syrinek, President.

7 Dubina

Ennis Society made a donation 
to the St. John Cemetery Asso-

ciation to help purchase a prayer bench to be placed 
near the new statue of St. Joseph. The funds were 
raised during the Annual Celebration held in August.

Pictured are Savannah Gilburt, local KJZT member, and Melody 
Rejcek, local KJZT president, presenting the check to Leon and 
Anita Kubin, officers of the Cemetery Association.

16 Ennis

St. Anne’s KJZT #4 Praha spon-
sored a public square Rosary in 

honor of our Lady of Fatima on Saturday morning, 
October 12, 2024, in St. Mary’s Church in Praha.

Pictured (L to R) are President Georgia Cerny, Amber Haiken-
waelder, Treasurer Robert Lev, Frances Kubenka, Alphonse 
Kubenka, Josie Kubenka, Ellene Vrazel, and Henrietta Nevlud.

4 Praha

The meeting was 
called to order at 1 

pm on November 19th at St John’s Education Build-
ing. President Mary Jane Toddy opened the meeting 
with prayers for all living members and their fami-
lies and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
There were 6 members and 1 guest present.
  Rose Rohde read the minutes from the previous 
meeting, Helen Wied reported cards sent and Lois 
Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s report.  

10 Fayetteville
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The Society sponsored a trunk 
at the St. John Trunk or Treat. 

Children that came by the “Do U-NO Jesus?” Trunk 
were given a treat bag and played a game to win a 
prize by trying to find Jesus among saints on UNO 
cards.

16 Ennis

Society #1 members worked at 
the “Treat Walk” at the St. Jo-

seph School Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct 26, 2024.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Elaine Dor-
nak, Helen Manning, and Jeanette Kloesel.

1 Yoakum

The Society held their quar-
terly meeting on October 3, 

2024. There were 11 members present.
  As a part of the Marshall Program, the local county 
sheriff was invited to come speak. Jackson Coun-
ty Sheriff, Kelly Janica, along with Chief Deputy, 
David Johnson, gave a slide presentation about the 
Lone Star Task Force. 
  The Society also handed out Backpack Blessing 
tags to all of the children in attendance for the first 
day of Faith Formation classes on September 11th.

43 Ganado The Guardian Angels 
Society No. 114 has had 

a busy Fall. In September, they sponsored & worked 
the St. Jerome Catholic Church Fall Festival Plant 
Booth and in October, they held their Fall Bake 
Sale. They raised over $1,400 benefiting St. Jerome 
Catholic Church for our People Helping People Par-
ish project.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Mary Kay Dittrich (Secretary), Pi-
lar Salas (Volunteer), Helen Cantu (Volunteer), Sheila Williams 
(Sales Agent), and Irene Dittrich (President). Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Mary Lee Machacek (Treasurer), Latosha Turknett 
(Sales Agent), and Richard Chavez (Volunteer).

Pictured (L to R) are Irene Dittrich (President), Eleanor Sedlar 
(Member) and Mary Kay Dittrich (Secretary)

114 Houston

On November 3, 2024, Society 
22 of Wallis put together care 

baskets for sick and shut-ins in the community. They 
gave to seventy- six people. 

Pictured (L to R) are Lauren and David Kulhanek, Joleen Phillips, 
Mary and Elizabeth Kulhanek, Stanley and Judith Michulka, Adela 
Wadephul and Eugenia Kulhanek. Not pictured is John Wadephul.

22 Wallis

The Society made a do-
nation to the Religious 

Education for ICC during the Society’s annual 
meeting and social.

47 Industry

  In new business, donations were discussed and 
voted on. St Anne’s will donate $50 to the Giddings 
State School, $50 to Fayetteville School Care Clos-
et, and donate to the CDA raffle and Alter Society 
fundraiser in 2025. A Mass was donated in memory 
of Father Steven’s mother Alice Saucer. Mary Jane 
Toddy and Lois Kaspar will attend the KJZT con-
vention in La Grange, alternates for the convention 
are Rose Rohde and Helen Wied. Members will host 
bingo at TLC nursing home in Columbus once a date 
is given by the facility. The election of officers was 
held with the same officers agreeing to serve: Mary 
Jane Toddy, President; Helen Wied, Vice-President, 
Rose Rohde, Secretary, and Lois Kaspar, Treasurer.  
  Attendance prize winner was Lois Kaspar and the 
next meeting will be held Tuesday, February 18, 
2025.
  After the closing prayer, the meeting was ad-
journed, lunch and social followed.
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The Society presented 
State Office matching 

funds to Blessing Cup. The Society also donated 
funds to St. Phillip’s. 

Pictured (L to R) are Manager Annie Kasper and Secretary Rose 
Marie Janak.

Pictured is Secretary Rose Marie Janak, Father Dalton Erwen , 
and President Janet Holub.

72 El Campo

The Society do-
nated funds to 

MANNA food pantry. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Matusek, Christie Wheelock, 
MANNA Representative, Gladys Hermes, and President Annette 
Boons.

12 Sweet Home

Society #72 El Campo 
met on October 8, 2024, 

at 6 pm. Nineteen members and State Director Betty 
Vacek and Father Collins attended. President Janet 
Holub welcomed all and the speaker was Commis-
sioner Steve Goetsch. Members prayed before their 
meal, a catered dinner, was served. Then a short 
meeting and games of bingo were played for kitch-
en and good items. The next meeting is planned for 
January 14, 2025. El Campo will also be hosting the 
spring KJZT District Social on March 29, 2025.

Pictured is State Director Betty Vacek with Society 2025 Officers: 
President Janet Holub, Vice President Kathy Helterbridle, Sec-
retary Rose Mary Janak, Treasurer Jeraldine Socha, and new 
Chaplain Rev. Collins.

Pictured are members at the St. Phillips Picnic Country Store par-
ish fund raiser.

72 El Campo

The Society participated in 
“Trunk or Treat” for fami-

lies at Christ the King Catholic Church in Belton 
on Saturday, October 27th. Vehicles were decorated 
and costumes worn. 

Pictured (L to R) are members Sofia Villa and Ersia Marie Harley.

144 Belton

The Society’s Annual meeting 
and Social was held on Satur-

day, November 2, 2024, in the meeting room at Val-
larta Restaurant. Members presented collected food 
for the local food pantry.

Pictured in front are Virgi Ferrell, Judy Balzer, Helen Manning, 
and Betty Coulter. Pictured in back are Jeanette Kloesel, Ann Ma-
rie Bludau, Theresa Bordovsky, and Debra Zinke.

At the delivery of donations were members Helen Manning, Judy 
Balzer and Jeanette Kloesel with 2 Food Pantry Volunteers.

1 Yoakum

Members met and cel-
ebrated  Mass together 

for All Soul’s Day in honor of their deceased mem-
bers. After Mass, they held a short meeting and 
brought non-perishable items/monetary donations 
for the SVdP Food Pantry at St. Michaels. Members 
also voted to make a monetary donation equal to the 
amount brought to St. Joseph in Brazoria and the 
Nancy Ortiz Center at St. Jeromes in Clute. 

Pictured (L to R) are Cynthia Grandjean and Janet Gipson. Not 
pictured are Betty Bartos, Elizabeth Janik, Dorothy Novosad, 
Jimmy Mikes and State Director Kathy Wishert.

115 Freeport
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The Wallis KJZT Seniors and 
Juniors held a bake sale on Sat-

urday, November 10th, and Sunday, November 11th, 
whose proceeds benefited the Guardian Angel Help-
ing Hands and Meals on Wheels of Austin County.

Pictured (L to R) are David Kulhanek, Mary Lou Uhyrek, Ju-
dith Michulka, Mary Kulhanek, Tessie Guenther, John and Ad-
ela Wadephul, Cynthia Acuna, Rebecca Colson, Joleen Phil-
lips, Corbin Plaisance, and Matthew Ridgeway. Not pictured are 
Stephaniah Phillips, Stanley Michulka, and Eileen Parks.

22 Wallis

Society President Doris 
Janak presents Pastor 

Herb Beyer (St. Nicholas) with a check to benefit 
a local non-profit, The St. Nicholas Ministry, which 
aids needy families in Lavaca County. 

Pictured are Dorothy Schneider, Doris Janak, Pastor Herb Beyer 
(St. Nicholas), Mary Jo Bludau, Jennifer Janik, and Ruth Rouse.

3 St. Mary’s

On November 10th, af-
ter the Annual Mass for 

Living and Deceased Members, the Society hosted 
a donut, coffee, and juice social for St. Mary’s pa-
rishioners. 

Pictured are members Abby Bludau, Mary Jo Bludau, Dorothy 
Schneider, Jennifer Janik, and Doris Janak.

3 St. Mary’s

Society 49 had their an-
nual social on Novem-

ber 3, 2024 at the St. Michaels Family Life Center. 
They had a meal of Roast Beef with all the trim-
mings followed by a short meeting and door prizes.

49 Needville

Society 49 met with 
Western Deanery to sort 

and wrap 153 shoeboxes to be sent to the Port of 
Houston for the seafarers Christmas Shoebox pro-
gram.

Pictured (L to R) are Bernie Novak, Shirley Kaminsky, and Vivian 
Jedlicka.

49 Needville

The Abbott Society #104 
held a bake sale on August 

25th. The proceeds plus the state matching funds to-
taling $2038.50 were presented to the West Catholic 
Daughters to purchase Christmas gifts for the resi-
dents of West Rest Haven. This was the society’s 
People Helping People Community Project.  

Pictured is Evelyn Petter, CDA Regent, receiving the check from 
Frances Pustejovsky, society secretary.

104 Abbott

Society No. 31 La 
Grange took part in 

the annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive for the 
Family Crisis Center that serves the Fayette, Lee, 
Bastrop, and Colorado Counties. This PHP Commu-
nity Project provided food items for a Thanksgiving 
meal for a family and a gift card for a turkey to be 
prepared by a local group.  

Delivering the food basket on November 21st was President 
Elizabeth Kallus.

31 La Grange

The Society honored veterans 
with special gift bags.

Pictured are veterans from Sts Cyril and Methodius church in Damon. 

85 Damon

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline is February 1st. 
Send photos & stories to info@kjzt.org or by mail to PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.



Catholic radio stations in Texas are up and running. 
RED-C Radio studios now operate in their new fa-
cilities in College Station.
  During the dinner, door prizes were awarded.  The 
event was the largest attended to date.
Submitted by:  Liz Zemanek, Secretary

Pictured (L to R in front) are Alisa Zubik, Pam Stetz, and State 
Director Helen Metzer. Pictured (L to R in back) are Dawn Parker, 
Mary Ann Bell, Linda Stetz, Liz Zemanek, Pat Moss, and Linda 
Holubec.
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The Society collected 
non-perishable items 

for Thanksgiving baskets for St. Michaels Church, 
then contributed the equal amount to two other 
Catholic Churches.  

Pictured is Jimmy Mikes presenting Martha Corsentino Ryan with 
a monetary donation for St. Jerome’s Thanksgiving baskets.

115 Freeport

The Society thanked the students 
of St. Mary’s Catholic School in 

West for collecting over 1224 items/canned goods 
for the Church of The Assumption Food Pantry, 
which is sponsored by the West KJZT #11. The 
items were presented by the 8th graders after Mass 
on Thursday, November 21st to KJZT members.
  The Society also thanked the Key Club and Build-
er’s Club for collecting canned goods/food items 
from the West schools and bringing the items to St. 
Joseph Hall on Thursday. Thank you to David Tru-
itt, Superintendent of West Schools.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Elizabeth Vanek, Theresa Plsek, 
Joyce Nors and Lillian Bohannon; Second Row – Betty Kostecka, 
Agnes Lamere, Kate Hromadka, Gracie Warren, Katie Watson, 
Lyla Leon, Brayden Muska, Beatrice Nors, Angie Hovde, Mary 
Ann Stone and Toni Snapka. Back row:  Erica Sammon, Principal 
of St. Mary’s School; Preston Shea, Harper Nors, Tanner Hro-
madka, Sebastian Hernandez, Wyatt Kalina, Collin Griffin, Jacob 
Lednicky and Jaxon Jaska.

11 West

The Society held a buchta sale on 
Saturday, November 23rd at the 

St. Mary’s Parish Center. The total raised at the bake 
sale was approximately $2,000.00. Money raised 
on the bake sale will go for scholarships and dona-
tions to Community and Parish functions including 
St. Mary’s School. There was a great turnout and 
the Society wants to thank all members, juniors and 
their families and others who came to help. They 
would also like to thank all who came and purchased 
the buchta and homemade noodles.

Pictured is all who came to help. 

11 West

For many years Holy Family 
Society #118 Taft has provided 

Thanksgiving dinner side dishes for the homeless at 
the Mother Teresa Shelter for the homeless in Cor-
pus Christi. Sides included dressing, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, and green beans. 

Pictured are Stan Vacek and Anna Custer with Roger Kenny, 
owner of ButterChurn restaurant in Sinton who prepares the food.

118 Taft
Several members and guests of 
St. Elizabeth Society KJZT No. 6 

in Bryan attended the 13th Annual RED-C Catho-
lic Radio Annual Benefit Dinner on the evening of 
November 14, 2024, at the Brazos Center in Bryan. 
The theme of the event was “No Turning Back.” The 
Society was honored with one of the highest sponsor 
tables, donating at the $3,000 level through their re-
cent “Community Fundraiser Garage Sale” fraternal 
project. The event program prominently listed KJZT 
Family Life, St. Elizabeth Society KJZT #6, as a 
main sponsor at two tables.  At the tables were mem-
bers: State Director Helen Metzer, Liz Zemanek, 
Alisa Zubik, Linda Holubec, Dawn Parker, Mary 
Ann Bell, Pam Stetz, Linda Stetz, Pat Moss, Carl, 
Lorraine & Ramona Roesler; and guests: Rick & 
Debbie Starnes and David Malawey.
  Following the opening prayer and blessing, a de-
licious dinner was served. Following the meal, Fr. 
Donald Calloway, MIC, Vicar Provincial and Voca-
tion Director for the Marian Fathers of the Immacu-
late Conception, spoke about his life, conversion to 
Catholicism, and led him to the Priesthood of Jesus 
Christ. He is an author and conference speaker. 
  The RED-C (Religious Education for the Domestic 
Church) Apostolate Activities Update was given by 
Dennis Macha, President. New expansion of Red-C 

6 Bryan

The Annual meeting of 
Society 69, Assump-

tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, met on November 
18. A meal was enjoyed. President Karisch called 
the meeting to order. Monthly correspondence from 
the State Office was emailed to members. Society 
69 made contribution to the 2025 Jr. Raffle. Catho-
lic School Week is January 26 through February 1, 
2025. Motion made, second, to accept the follow-
ing schools nominated by Society 69: St. Anthony 
in Columbus, St. Rose in Schulenburg, St. Michael 

69 Smithville
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The Society presented 
a check to the St. Paul  

Bazaar Chairman, Paul Viktorin.  

Pictured (L to R) are Betty Blaha, Kathrine Karisch, Paul Viktorin, 
and Elizabeth Kahanek.

69 Smithville

Mary Queen of the Rosary 
Society #144 participated in 

St. Nicholas Day at Christ the King Church in Bel-
ton on December 1st.

Pictured (L to R) are Ayda Rodriguez, Sofia Villa and Marie Ersia 
Harley.  

144 Beltonin Weimar, and Sacred Heart in Hallettsville to each 
receive a $50.00 donation from the State Office. 
Motion was made and second to accept all 2024 
Officers for the year 2025 if they were in agree-
ment. The Convention date is July 12, 2025 at the 
KC Hall, LaGrange. Delegates elected were Carmen 
Hoskins and Theresa Zetka. Alternates elected were 
Betty Blaha and Katherine Karisch. The Downhome 
Ranch was named to be nominated for a Gift. Dis-
trict V Social is scheduled in Smithville on Sunday, 
March 9, 2025. Meetings for 2025 were scheduled, 
Feast Day Mass scheduled for August 15, 2025. Proj-
ects for 2025 were planned. The Traveling Rosary 
went from Liz to Kathy. President Kathy reminded 
the Society to continue with our prayers. She also 
reminded members to complete and turn in Charity 
Volunteer Hours for 2024 and thanked all members 
for helping to make their projects successful. Betty 
Blaha led us in the final prayers. Refreshments were 
enjoyed with more fellowship! Respectfully submit-
ted, Theresa Zetka, Secretary

The Society held their an-
nual bake sale fundraiser. It 

was a cloudy and windy day.

28 Frenstat

Members of the 
Atascosa County 

Christmas Elderly Program Target 2024 (ACCEPT 
2024) accept a $250 donation check from local So-
ciety St. Rosalie No 75 of Jourdanton. This is part 
of their annual People Helping People Community 
Project.

75 Jourdanton

The Society chose Boy Scout 
Troop #494 of West for their re-

cipients of the Feeding Families Across Texas.

Pictured is Troop leader Steven Kasberg accepting a check from 
Janice Otto, President.

45 Tours

The Society made a dona-
tion to the Food for Fami-

lies food drive.

28 Frenstat

Charlie Bowman represent-
ing the West Columbia Amer-

ican Legion and Rosenberg VFW Post 3909 taking 
food, cleaning supplies, and clothes to Floridian 
residents after Hurricane Helene. The Society adults 
and juniors loaded 40 totes of clothes and more than 
$1,000 worth of groceries. Mr. Bowman made a 
special trip to take this for the KJZT.

Pictured is Charlie Bowman with some of the donations.

85 Damon

St. Anne’s KJZT #4 Praha spon-
sored the Country Booth at Praha 

Picnic on Thursday, August 15, 2024. 

Pictured (L to R) are Peggy Kalich, Ellene Vrazel, Paula Gamble, 
and President Georgia Cerny.

4 Praha
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No Address Listed
the State Office can be reached at 
1-888-253-2338 or at info@kjzt.org

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
FERGUSON, SANDRA
KUCERA, JANICE A

KATIN, MARY (FLEMISTER)
McMAHON, SHARON K 

SHROPSHIRE, CYNTHIA L 
HOELSCHER, SANDRA L
WILSON, MARY LOUISE 

SCHAPANSKY, ROCHELLE E 
KNESEK, JILL A 

HUTMACHER, CHRISTINE M 
TUMLINSON, FRANCES (MATUS) 

KIMMEL, DEBORAH (PRASEK) 
BACAK, BARBARA J 
MAPES, ROXANNE J 

SKEES, LISA 
HEINE, PAMELA

WINFREY, DEBORAH A 
WILDER, SUSAN A 
EVANS, PAULA E 

DUNN, THERESA L 
HILL, ELIZABETH A

CHAMPION, LANA L KNESEK 
TANNER, MAURINE (PESEK) 

LUKER, SHARON (PRINZ) 
MOKRY, ANN M

He can, but more importantly because He loves us unconditionally and He desires our ultimate good, not to mention our presence and union with Him at the end 
of all things. It is with that great reality and responsibility, there is an implication of trust in the King! I don’t need to remind you that we live in a hurting world, 
sometimes a hurting Church, a hurting parish, a hurting community, perhaps a hurting family; we always seem to be reeling from something. Which affords me the 
opportunity to remind us all — echoing loudly the words I’ve used many times in the past — please hear me when I say: we do not, I repeat, we do NOT place our 
hope, our trust, our confidence, or our faith in MAN. Rather, we place our hope, our trust, our confidence and our faith in GOD MADE MAN! JESUS CHRIST, 
THE SON OF GOD, THE GREAT MESSIAH, THE LORD OF LORDS, and THE KING OF KINGS, HE MAN HIMSELF, THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE! 
He is the remedy, the way, the truth, and the life.
  As we continue to trek through this beautifully chaotic and anticipatory journey of Advent, I encourage us all to spend some intentional time thinking and pray-
ing about these truths of who Christ really is — our Great King! In a moment of true honesty, let us boldly answer the question of whether or not we allow Him 
to be just that, in our own lives. If that answer is not where we want it to be, that’s ok! Take a breath. It’s never too late to go talk to the King and ask for His help. 
Perhaps our next words to Him are, “Lord, I don’t know how to make you my King, please show me how!” I truly believe this will only enhance the magnitude 
and efficacy of this Advent and Christmas season for each of us this year. Never forget that Jesus is the reason for every season - but especially for this one and 
the one that quickly approaches.
  Let us continue to pray for one another as we wait, with great anticipation, for the coming of the King of the Universe! 

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Jared Cooke

continued from page 2, “Awaiting the King of the Universe”...

Society #43 officers and 
chaplain made a $500 do-

nation to the Matthew 25 Ministry, for “Feeding 
Families Across Texas.” The check was presented 
to Reverend Greg Korenek on December 8, 2024.

Pictured (L to R) are Mildred Johnson (Vice President), Frances 
Vesely (Treasurer), Reverend Greg Korenek (Chaplain), and Jen-
nifer Kallus (President).

43 Ganado

Members of KJZT 
#37, Hochheim, en-

joyed their annual Christmas social on Friday, De-
cember 6th at the St. Ann pavilion.

37 Hochheim

Society 16 officers presented a 
check to Sandra Mikula for the 

Ennis Czech Music Festival.

Pictured (L to R) are Melanie Kriska, Jeanie Payne, Alisha Ruffin, 
Melody Rejcek, Sandra Mikula, Brianna Waedekin and Samuel 
Waedekin.

The 2025 officers of Ennis Soc. 16 are Treasurer 
Melanie Kriska, Secretary Jeanine Payne, Vice 
President Alisha Ruffin, President Melody Rejcek, 
and Junior Leader Brianna Waedekin.

16 Ennis



Page 17KJZT Family Life JournalNovember/December 2024

Junior News
Society Juniors made a donation 
to Collins Catholic School for 

their athletic programs. Hannah Kriska presented the 
check to Athletic Director Mike Sibley. Junior mem-
bers Jake and Easton Ruffin joined Hannah for the 
presentation. 

Pictured are Mike Sibley, Hannah Kriska, and Jake and Easton 
Ruffin.

16 Ennis

The Juniors placed white 
crosses on graves of infants, 

children and young adults at Fatima Cemetery as part 
of a People Helping People Work Project. They also 
placed U.S. flags on veterans’ graves. 

Pictured (L to R) in front: Kiera Kaska, Thomas Kolar, Samuel Ko-
lar, Juliet Lucas, Max Lucas, Annie Salvador, and Aron Salvador. 
Second row: Camille Kaska, Addison Pustejovsky, Molly Lucas, 
Antonio Salvador, and Lincoln Holecek. Third row: Bryson Mur-
phy, Lola Jaska, David DeBenedictis, Madison Lucas, Joel Lucas, 
Quintin Kaska, and Wyatt Holecek. Back row: Paxton Pustejo-
vsky, Grayson Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejo-
vsky, and Will Gerik.

104 Abbott

On Sunday, October 20th, 
Marak Juniors celebrated the 

Mass. Cade Hubnik shared the liturgy of the word 
by reading the first and second readings, and Lily 
Brunson read the prayers of the faithful. Cade Hub-
nik and Cutter Hubnik were ushers, and Ian Brunson 
brought gifts to the altar for the offertory. After Mass, 
the Juniors participated in a fall craft creating pump-
kins out of slices of wood.

Pictured are Juniors painting pumpkins on wood slices.

21 Marak Juniors helped man the 
Cake Walk booth at the 

St. Michaels Church Bazaar on October 27, 2024.

49 Needville

Juniors posed with Fr. John Dick 
after Mass, before going to St. 

John Nepomucene Catholic Church’s Trunk or Treat. 
Some of the Juniors dressed up as different saints for 
the Trunk or Treat.

Pictured in the back is Fr. John Dick; pictured in the front (L to R) 
are Beckham Ruffin as St. Peter, Hudson Ruffin as St. Francis, 
Andie Gilburt as St. Gertrude, and Eli Gilburt as St. Carlo Acutis.

16 Ennis

Juniors from the Society collect-
ed donations for Blessing Bags 

for the homeless at 5 weekend Masses. They accepted 
hats, scarves, socks, gloves, religious items, and mon-
etary donations.

Pictured (L to R) are Chloe Cline, Eli Gilburt, Cameron Mikula, 
Kale Vrana, and Casen Cline.

Pitcured (L to R) in front are Ruthie Mikula, Jovie Vrana, Beckham 
Ruffin, Hudson Ruffin, and Isabella Zmolik; in back are Ella Vrana 
and Adelynn Liska.

16 Ennis
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On October 20th, the Ju-
niors hosted the fried fish 

dinner as their People Helping People Parish Fund-
raiser Project. Junior members helped prepare the 
food, work the serving lines, fill beverage cups, cut 
and serve desserts, and clean the kitchen and hall. 

Pictured at left are Junior members who helped keep beverage 
glasses full. Pictured at right are Bowen and Bryson Hejl, who 
kept the serving line filled with desserts.

104 Abbott

The Juniors celebrated Mass on 
Sunday, November 17th. Tessa 

Vaculin read the announcements and prayers of the 
faithful. Ian Brunson read the first reading. Kate Ko-
priva read the responsorial psalm, and Lily Brunson 
read the second reading. Cade Hubnik and Jett Vacu-
lin were ushers. Callen Vaculin, Lily Brunson, and Ian 
Brunson were gift bearers. Claire Kopriva and Paige 
Kopriva were altar servers. The Juniors have been 
collecting goods for their annual food drive over the 
past several weeks. They delivered everything to The 
Thrift Shop in Cameron on November 17th.

Pictured (L to R) in front row: Claire Kopriva, Callen Vaculin, Paige 
Kopriva, Kate Kopriva, Lily Brunson, Ian Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, 
and Fr Ran Jan; Back row: Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin, Cade 
Hubnik, and Jett Vaculin.

21 Marak

Before the Advent Party, Ennis 
Juniors put together Blessing 

Bags for homeless members of their community. Bags 
included bottles of water or juice, a meat product, a 
fruit product, snack, a toiletry item, a religious item, 
and two items from the collection of hats, gloves, 
socks, and scarves.

16 Ennis

The Society hosted an Advent 
Party after their December meet-

ing. A lunch of pizza, fruit, and dessert was followed 
by a visit from St. Nicholas. The juniors were able to 
visit with him and received a gift from him. The fun 
continued with Bingo and everyone received at least 
one prize.

Pictured are Juniors gathered around St. Nicholas.

Ennis members grab lunch at the Advent Party. 

St. Nicholas greets the youngest member present, Nora Mikula, 
held by her mother Samantha.

16 EnnisThe Juniors filled bags for St. 
Nicholas Day to give out at 

their social.

Pictured is AJ Alvear learning to count by packing candy into 
Santa bags. 

Pictured are AJ, Coraline, and Iris Alvear.

85 Damon



Page 19KJZT Family Life JournalNovember/December 2024

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

  The KJZT Family Life Juniors had a very won-
derful and eventful year. I would like to say a 
huge thank you to the Juniors, their Parents, Ju-
nior Directors, State Officers, State Directors and 
Staff for all their help to make this year a success-
ful one and all that you all do for the KJZT.

  We have so many exciting things to look forward 
to and plan for in the coming year. First of all, 
since Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas, will be 

closing next year, Camp Guardian Angel has to relocate. So, Save the Date and 
Start Making Plans now to join us in 2025 at Camp Buckner in Burnet, Texas, 
starting on Friday, June 20th, thru Monday, June 23rd. Junior members age 8 
through 17 can attend. The cost of camp is $350.00 (half of the fee will be paid 
by the State Office which is $175.00). Registration forms and other information 
will be available as soon as possible. The Juniors can sell raffle tickets to help 
them with the cost of camp which will also be available soon and will be mailed 
to their Junior Director. 

  Scholarships are now available to the junior members who are Seniors and 
those who will be reapplying. The scholarship application can be obtained from 
the State Office upon request by the Junior member. More information can be 
found in this issue of the KJZT Family Life Journal and the KJZT website. End 
of the Year Junior Division information for the upcoming year is in the process 
of being mailed to the Junior Director of each Society. The Point & Merit Forms 
and Scrapbook need to be turned into the State Office by February 1st, 2025. 

  Please let me know if anyone would like to start a Junior Division Society 
and would like more information. I will be happy to work with you and get 
you started. Just a reminder for all Junior Directors or anyone working with the 
Juniors must be certified under the Safe Environment of our Children program 
within their diocese. If your society needs supplies and information, please let 
me know. 

  May Baby Jesus bless all of you during the Christmas Season and in the New 
Year with his blessings and good health. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New Year! 

Vesele vanoce a Stastny Novy Rok
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Applications for Scholarships are now 
available and due February 3, 2025.

KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce that scholarship ap-
plications for the year of 2025 are now available. Written 
requests for applications must be made by the student.

Mail:  PO Box 18896,  Austin, Texas 78760-8896  
Email:  info@kjzt.org

To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a junior 
member in good standing for at least one year. Scholarships 
are available to high school graduates who are planning to at-
tend college and current college students. The Fraternal also 
offers scholarships to members who are planning to attend/
currently attending a technical or vocational school full time. 

Any questions, contact the State Office at 1.888.253.2338.

2025 KJZT Family Life 2025 KJZT Family Life 
Junior Division Junior Division 

State Project: PhotoState Project: Photo
All photos must illustrate the Spirit of Texas. All photos must be 8 inches x 
10 inches. No matting, mounting, or framing is allowed. Please include the 

following information on the back of the photograph:  

	 • Submit a photo of a scene that shows the “Spirit of 
              Texas”. (Example: Flag, Bluebonnets, a place or item of 		
 	  Texas Historical significance, a scene, an item made or     
              painted to reflect Texas Spirit. When you look at your 		
 	  picture, the first thing you think should be the “Spirit 		
	  of Texas”.)
	 • Please title or name the photo and include a short 
	 description and why you chose it.
	 • Participant’s name
	 • Age
	 • Society’s Name and Number
	 • City/Town

1. Age pre-school (2) thru December 31st of High School graduation year 
may participate. A Junior must be of pre-school age 2 on January 1, 2025.

2. Age requirement is determined by age as of January 1, 2025 to exhibit 
the project for that age group.

3. Project (photo) is to be exhibited at the annual KJZT Family Life District 
Social/Meeting and then be judged on State Level following the end of all 

the District Socials/Meetings. Prizes will be awarded at the District Socials.

4. The Junior must be present and in Junior Division Uniform to exhibit 
project; All work must be that of the Junior member submitting the project.

5. All work must be done as a KJZT Family Life Junior Division project. 
The photos will be taken to the State Office for State Judging.

Group A (age 2-4 years) ---- Color Page (also provided)
Group I    (age 5-8 years)

Group II    (age 9-11 years)
Group III    (age 12-14 years)
Group IV    (age 15-17 years)

Judging is based on the photo lighting, technique, and creativity/originality 
for the age level.

District I - Alex Jurena and Darren Jurena,
	  	 Sweet Home Society No. 12

District II - Quade Brothers, Praha Society No. 4

District VI - Claire Flemming and Michael Huf,
		  Taft Society No. 118

District VIII - Claire & Caroline Jetton and Trevor Fojtik, 		
	    	 Damon Society No. 85

District IX - Rebecca Castanon and Jordan Martinez, 
		  Palacios Society No. 126

District X - Allison Pustejovsky and Ryan Pustejovsky, 
	          Abbott Society No. 104

District XI - Alexis Brunson and Cade Hubnik, 
		  Marak Society No. 21

District XV - Bryleigh Pless, Evan Reed and Richard Reed, 
		  Freeport Society No. 115

Congratulations!

2024 District Junior Representatives
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Gentry Holt is a new member of Society No. 10 
Fayetteville. He is the son of Jenna and Padon Holt, 
the grandson of Shannon and Thomas Gerik, Clara 
Gerik, and Rose Rohde.

Lincoln Holecek is a new member of Society No. 
104 Abbott. He is the son of John and Tammie Hol-
ecek.

Griffin Cowey is a new member of Society No. 
37 Hochheim. He is the son of Brandon and Laura 
Cowey, the brother of Caroline and Eliza, and the 
grandson of Dianne Cowey.

Wyatt Holecek is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of John and Tammie Holecek.

SHARING OUR BEST
If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 

with your fellow members to appear in a future with your fellow members to appear in a future 
issue, please send them to the State Office. issue, please send them to the State Office. 

CHICKEN TORTILLA SOUP
Submitted by Evelyn Fojtik,
Society No. 22 Wallis

6 (1 ¼ lb.) boneless, skinless chicken thighs
½ c. onion; chopped
3 corn tortillas, cut in pieces
1 ½ c. frozen corn, thawed
1 can (15 oz.) chick peas, drained and rinsed
1 can (4.5 oz.) chopped green chilies
¾ c. Salsa Verde
2 cans (14 oz. each) chicken broth, reduced sodium
½ tsp. dried oregano leaves
1 tsp. ground cumin
½ tsp. cayenne pepper
2 tomatoes chopped
chopped fresh cilantro, if desired

  Cut chicken thighs into pieces and cook in large pot 
until juices run clear. 
  Add all other ingredients to pot, except cilantro. 
Cover and cook for 30 minutes. Garnish with cilan-
tro. 
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Celebrate the Feast Day of the 
Holy Family on December 29, 2024

Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, 

and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues 

and stand united by the strength of Your love 
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. 

Amen.

KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day. Some suggestions for celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Family are participating in Sunday Mass together as a family, 
pray the rosary as a family, call your parents and siblings on this special day, 
pray for the deceased members of your family, or volunteer as a family to assist 
in your parish or community.

Contributions: Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak

Calendar of Events
December 24 - 26
The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays.

December 31 - January 1
The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

December 31
Feast Day of the Holy Family.

January 1
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary.

January 4
South Texas Wheel Spinners and Crank Twisters Annual New Year’s Party at 
Schulenburg KC Hall (405 South St.), with music by The Dujka Brothers 7-11 
p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m. Open to the public. $10 admission donation.

January 7
Make & Take: Czech Kolaches: Explore the tradition and taste of Texas Czech 
culture as you make and then shape delicious, pillowy kolache dough and fin-
ish them with a variety of fillings. You’ll take your tempting treats with you at 
the end of class. For ages 13 & up. Children 13-17 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Each attendee must purchase a ticket. Located at Central Market Plano, 
320 Coit Road, Plano, TX 75075 from 6:30-8:30pm. 

January 26
Hallettsville: Mollie B & Squeezebox at the Hallettsville KC Hall (321 US-77). 
Tickets go on sale Dec. 4, 2024. Advance tickets $20. Table reservations avail-
able. Doors open at 11 a.m. Music 1:30-5:30 p.m. Food and drink available, RV 
sites on premises. No BYOB. For tickets and more info call (361) 798-2311.

January 26 – February 1
Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the
United States. See page 9 for more details and how you and your Society can 
participate.

“Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries
of the universe. Send your Spirit upon these students and fill them with your
wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

February 1
KJZT Scholarship Applications are due today. Students must request an applica-
tion from the State Office by email and return all items requested to the State
Office by mail or email. See page 20 for more information.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	          AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.
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2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 DOROTHY (HOLIK) JANSKY			   6/27/2024		  81
5	 SHINER		  GUSSIE (PATEK) WALLA			   9/5/2024		  86
5	 SHINER		  ELSIE (NUVLUD) KURTZ			   7/21/2024		  85
5	 SHINER		  MILDRED (POSPISIL) ROZNOVSKY		  10/1/2024		  90
5	 SHINER		  BETTY (KOCIAN) MICULKA			   10/11/2024		  77
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 MARY ANNE (MIKUS) DUNLAP		  8/10/2024		  97
11	 WEST			   DOROTHY (KLAUS) SULAK			   9/25/2024		  82
11	 WEST			   LINDA (HANNES) HILL			   10/3/2024		  68
11	 WEST			   LUCILLE (DROZD) SULAK			   10/11/2024		  93
11	 WEST			   AGNES (SOUKUP) JOHNSON			  10/28/2024		  92
16	 ENNIS			   AGNES (HONZA) GARRARD 			  9/13/2024		  96
16	 ENNIS			   PATSY (TAYLOR) ZABOJNIK			   9/5/2024		  83
16	 ENNIS			   DOUGLAS WINSTON HICKMAN		  5/8/2024		  80
16	 ENNIS			   IRENE (CEPAK) MARTINEK			   9/4/2024		  82
16	 ENNIS			   WILLIAM EUGENE MILLER			   8/7/2024		  91
16	 ENNIS			   LORRAINE (SLOVAK) COLSTON		  7/28/2024		  77
16	 ENNIS			   JO ANN (LEKAR) VALEK			   9/29/2024		  91
17	 NADA			   CONSTANCE (KUBECKA) SCHOELLMANN	 10/17/2024		  92
18	 GRANGER		  GEORGIA (BARTOSH) BARBER		  9/15/2024		  97
19	 TAYLOR		  BETTY ANN (CARLSON) POLASEK		  10/10/2024		  90
21	 MARAK		  SHIRLEY (POLASEK) SCHNEIDER		  8/25/2024		  53
22	 WALLIS		  BERNICE (DIRBA) VALICEK			   9/26/2024		  94
23	 HOSTYN		  CECILIA (MURAS) BANSE			   10/4/2024		  80
24	 AMMANNSVILLE	 GLENDA (STROBEL) STAVINOHA		  6/24/2023		  78
30	 EAST BERNARD	 GEORGIE (JALOWY) SLIVA			   2/22/2022		  82
30	 EAST BERNARD	 CAROLINE (JANIK) OTTIS			   11/9/2024		  78
42	 SEALY			  GEORGIA (PROKOP) CERNY			   5/27/2024		  92
42	 SEALY			  DOLORES (BRAST) BALUSEK		  5/6/2024		  80
43	 GANADO		  CECILIA (KASPER) FRENCH			   8/21/2024		  87
43	 GANADO		  ALEXIA (SUROVEC) MUSCHALEK		  10/13/2024		  97
44	 MORAVIA		  SAMANTHA HOLUB				    10/27/2022		  25
44	 MORAVIA		  ALMEDA (IVY) POTH				   8/12/2021		  84
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 HENRIETTA (PROCHASKA) VRANA		  3/17/2024		  99
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 JANET ANN MARTINE			   10/12/2024		  80
65	 HOLMAN		  IRENE (ROSENAUER) CERNOCH		  9/24/2024		  95
75	 JOURDANTON	 MARCE (MORKOVSKY) RUFFO		  8/22/2024		  94
77	 ROSENBERG		  VERA (CHOVANEC) BECAN			   8/3/2022		  87
89	 SINTON		  PEGGY (KOSMAN) POLASEK			  8/23/2024		  92
101	 VICTORIA		  LILLIE (KUCERA) MARTINKA		  4/20/2023		  81
104	 ABBOTT		  DOROTHY (SIMEK) MATUS			   8/19/2024		  92
108	 DALLAS		  VIRGINIA (GOODMAN) MACHALA		  7/5/2024		  98
111	 EDNA			   BERNARD BLANCHARD			   8/28/2021		  79
124	 TEXAS CITY		  SYLVIA (KOPECKY) THOMPSON		  8/29/2024		  82
124	 TEXAS CITY		  JUSNITA FRANCES BILEK			   10/11/2024		  95
125	 HOUSTON		  BEATRICE (MATUSEK) HENNEKE		  10/19/2024		  89
125	 HOUSTON		  DELORES (BARTOS) TACQUARD		  10/23/2024		  89
125	 HOUSTON		  PAULINE (BARTOS) OLSOVSKY		  2/11/2024		  91




