
KJZT Family Life Celebrates Czech Heritage Month

Above: Pictured at left is State Director Tracey Gearson representing KJZT Family Life in Hallettsville. Above: Pictured at right are State Director 
Kathy Wishert and Sales Agent Latosha Turknett in Houston. Below: Pictured at left in front is Charlotte and Hadley Wick. Pictured at left in back 
are State Director Betty Vacek, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Sales Agent Christopher Wick in Victoria. Below: Pictured 
at right are long-time member and Society Officer Irene Brosch and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick in Victoria.

KJZT Family Life celebrated its Czech Heritage by taking part in festivals across the State. The Fraternal was a platinum 
sponsor for the Hallettsville Kolache Fest 2024 held on September 28th. State Director Tracey Gearson represented KJZT. 
State Director Kathy Wishert and Sales Agent Latosha Turknett had a table at the Slavic Heritage Festival in Houston on 
September 22nd. State Director Betty Vacek, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Sales Agent Chris Wick, 
and junior members Charlotte and Hadley Wick all welcomed visitors to the Victoria Czech Heritage Festival on Sunday, 
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The XXXVII Regular General Convention of the KJZT Family Life will 
be held at the Knights of Columbus Hall in La Grange, TX on July 12, 
2025. We have mailed information on delegate selection in this month’s 
secretary mailing to each active society. We look forward to beginning the 
planning process and having an informative convention.
  In October, we recognize the Month of the Holy Rosary, Czech Heritage 
Month, and Breast Cancer Awareness Month. KJZT Family Life has and 
will represent our Fraternal at many Czech events throughout the state of 
Texas. It is important to keep the Czech heritage of our ancestors going, 
so that the legacy they brought many years ago, will remain strong for our 
future generations.

  Last month, State Director, Betty Vacek, and myself attended the Executive Summitt in Washington D.C. 
We were able to gain instructive information to bring back to KJZT Family Life, network with other Fra-
ternal leaders, and visit with legislators at Capitol Hill on the strong impacts that Fraternals make in our 
communities. It is important to tell our story and let everyone know what we do for our communities and 
parishes and all the benefits that KJZT Family Life has to offer.
  Scholarship applications will be available on November 1, 2024. Please encourage your high school gradu-
ate or college student that is a member to apply. This is one of the great benefits that KJZT has to offer. If 
you would like to hear more about our wonderful benefits, please reach out to us and we can have an agent 
visit with you.
  We wish you and your family a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

We Are Catholic First
KJZT brothers and sisters, I pray that you are all well and ready for that Texas Fall to break through! HA! Will it 
happen? Will it not? We shall see! As we approach those coveted cooler months, here towards the end of the year, 
we also find ourselves in another one of “those” years - a year where divided countrymen come together to elect a 
leader.  Welcome to 2024, brothers and sisters - yes, it’s another election year, for better or for worse. As your KJZT 
Chaplain, I come before you now, as I have done so for the past few years with literally one single solitary mission 
— to do my absolute best to help guide you to Heaven! That’s it! That is my mandate: the salvation of your soul. That 
is my mission, that is what I myself will be judged on in the end and so that is my continued promise to you this day, 
that I will always, always, always put your soul above anything and everything else — and that, I must say brothers 
and sisters, includes “feelings!” We all have them, I have them, I get it. As I have stated many times before, I care 
deeply about your feelings, but not at the risk of losing your or anyone’s soul. Now please hear me when I say, I com-
municate that as someone who (himself) “feels” with the best of and the worst of them, I say that as one is emotive, 
passionate, blessed and cursed with an “heightened empathy” that I just cannot shake (trust me I’ve tried), and so I 
stand here today, knowing where the Lord is asking me to go, as I write this article this morning, in the midst of a 

divided American Church. As I do so, I’m thinking “Oh LORD, how will this fall, how will this hit” and so I must admit, I feel a bit of fear building up (based on 
the repercussions I’ve already faced for being bold in the recent past and seemingly offending people with the inconvenient truth of Jesus Christ) so quite frankly, 
recoil is trying to set in and I must acknowledge that as such. However, because I am first and foremost, a beloved son of God and of course because I’m an un-
worthy, yet faith-filled Priest of Jesus Christ, it is IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST that I reject, renounce, and rebuke the spirit of FEAR (DIVISION/HATE/
SHAME/GUILT) and I bind that spirit and I send it to the foot of the cross to be dealt with by Jesus Himself! AMEN!
  It’s a sad reality and quite frankly, a blistering commentary on how far we have slid as a people, as a human race, as a society, and unfortunately as a Church, 
when in the year 2024, preaching, much less speaking, the TRUTH, is considered controversial. Then again, I am also reminded how Jesus, who is not only my 
Lord and Savior, but also my mentor, model, and guide, never ever shied away from controversy, especially in the face of moral evils and the deceiving falsities 
of the time. Therefore it is with HIS strength, that I as your Chaplain, refuse to recoil in this moment, I refuse to retreat into the safe “worldly” harbor of Ecclesial 
Political Correctness, I refuse to cower to the pressures of those who would have me resort to a wishy washy, vague, weak posture of communication because 
THAT --- is an approach to evangelization that seemingly has not worked over the recent past and does NOT work. I have prayed and I have discerned and I refuse 
to cave to that pressure, especially when the Lord lovingly, yet brashly admonishes us time and time again against the ways of the world. These are admonishments 
that simply cannot be dismissed or ignored, especially when worldly ways demand it. I make no apologies about choosing GOD’S WISDOM over worldly ways, 
all day, everyday! 
  God’s counter-cultural, Gospel wisdom is this: that although we are all invited to the wedding feast, aka eternity in Heaven, what you do and how you get to that 
doorstep absolutely matters for admission into that feast. If you think otherwise, I pray to our Lord for your conversion and that the angels get your attention for 
a dire re-direct! What we do here on earth and how we make it through to the end, MATTERS in the end. How we treat people, MATTERS in the end! How we 
pray, MATTERS in the end! How we take care of ourselves and our families, MATTERS in the end! How we take care of the stranger, MATTERS in the end! 
How we treat and respond to our enemies, MATTERS in the end! And brace yourselves — because it includes morality and directly affects the soul, I am quite at 
liberty to say, how we vote MATTERS in the end! Something that our past leaders (though well intentioned) have at best, alluded to, but arguably have not been 
courageously clear about for decades now. Which if I may boldly assert, has helped lead us to this point of utter confusion and diabolically successful division. 
The American Church in her comportment, fears, and omissions has almost encouraged “Cafeteria Catholicism,” picking and choosing what it is that you want to 
take off the shelf and make your own personal Catholicism, your own personal truth  — brothers and sisters, THIS IS RELATIVISM and it’s a risky little game. I 
understand that life operates in the gray, but God’s word is black and white! 
  It’s way past time to speak the truth in actual charity and please remember, charity is not in and of itself: “being nice!” Charity is not in and of itself: “being soft!” 
It’s not even fully synonymous with “politeness.” Charity is willing the good of the beloved. Brothers and sisters, YOU are the Church, it is YOU whom I love and 
therefore in lock step with our Lord, I want and I will your good. Therefore, I am compelled to spend just a few moments this morning diving into the lion’s den 
of this hazy phrase that we have heard softly and intermittently thrown out as of late — Forming Your Catholic Conscience. 
  I begin by mentioning that when we stand before the Lord at the end of our days, we will NOT hear the Lord utter, “well done, my good and faithful democrat” 
OR “well done, my good and faithful republican” OR “well done, my good and faithful independent” OR “well done, my good and faithful civil abstainer --- my 
beloved non-voter!” HA! Nice try. What I pray that we will hear and what scripture gives us hope to hear is “well done my good and faithful SERVANT, enter 
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XXXVII Regular General Convention
July 12, 2025

La Grange, Texas

Delegates have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position, 
please call your State Director or send an email to info@kjzt.org.

•  Balloting Committee
•  Constitution & Bylaws Committee
•  Convention Minutes Approval Committee
•  Credential & Mileage Committee

•  Fraternal Committee
•  Gifts Committee
•  Nominating Committee

Are you interested in becoming a State Director for KJZT Family Life?
Here’s a part of what it takes:
•  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVII Regular General Convention.
	 o Officers of the Society or Members who attend society meetings 	
	    regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elect-	
	    ed as Delegate or Alternates.
•  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of five years.

Board of Directors - 
According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of Directors shall have 
the following responsibilities and duties:
•  Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special General    
   Convention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials in their as-   	
   signed districts.
•  Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State of Texas.
•  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution and By	
   laws and Rules and Regulations.
•  Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the Fraternal.
•  Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the business of the  
   Fraternal.

State Directors -
In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated under the Board of 
Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties and responsibilities:

•  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned 	

   and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carr-	
   ying out the Fraternal Program.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/   
   or need arises.
• Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, invest- 
   ments and fraternalism.
• Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary  
  Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spiritu-
  ally and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors -
•  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, abil-  
    ity to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
•  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC)  
   designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its 
   status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and  
   applications.
•  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings  
   as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
•  Must be able to be bonded.

*Please note that this list is not all inclusive. To receive a full description or if you are 
interested in applying for the State Director position in your area, please call your 
current State Director or email info@kjzt.org.
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October is Czech Heritage Month
  The month of October is recognized in Texas as Czech Heritage Month. It rec-
ognizes the contributions of Czech descendants to the state. 
  Many festivals are held in October, but if there is not a traditional festival or 
picnic near you, you can still celebrate your Czech Heritage in one of the fol-
lowing ways:

Listen to Czech Music
  Go to polkabeat.com for suggestions on YouTube channels that have perfor-
mances by various Czech artists and then look over the Polka Beat website for 
band schedules to see your favorite artist/band live! 
  You can also go to texaspolkamuseum.com and click on Polka DJs to find a 
Czech radio program near you. You might even hear a KJZT radio ad during the 
American Czech Hour!

Visit a Czech Museum
  Take a walking tour of the Czech Village at Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural 
Center in La Grange. See exhibits, replicas, and restored memorabilia of Czech 
history. There is the Texas Polka Music Museum in Schulenburg. If you can’t 
make it, you can buy “Bands of Texas” cd’s online or make a donation!
  There is also the Czech Heritage Museum and Genealogy Center in Temple 
and the Czech Center Museum Houston in Houston. 

Enjoy Family Activities
  If you don’t already know how, ask a family member or friend if they can teach 
you how to play tarok, a traditional Czech card game. Once you’ve mastered it, 
teach someone else how to play so you can pass on the tradition!

Bake Lots of Goodies
  Whether you are baking or eating, enjoy some traditional Czech food! From 
kolaches to strudels, rosettes to buchtas, try one of everything!

Discover Czech Literature
  There are great Czech authors with many works you can explore. Also, Czech 
playwrights! Ask family members of their favorite.

Learn Prayers in Czech
  You can visit www.texasczechs.com and click on Czech Prayers to read “The 
Lord’s Prayer” translated from Czech to English by the late Msgr. Joseph Hyb-
ner. Here is the “Otče Náš”: 

Otče náš, jenž jsi v nebesích, Posvěť se jméno tvé. Prijd’ království 
tvé, Bud’ vůle tvá, Jako v nebi, tak i na zemi. Chléb náš vezdejší 
dej nám dnes, A otpusť nám naše viny, Jakož i my odpouštíme 

naším vinníkům. A neuvod’ nás v pokušení, Ale zbav nás od zlého. 
Amen.

5 Czech Authors Worth Reading
  Czech literature has a lot of great books to offer. Let’s have a look at some of 
them. You can find these books translated into English.

Milan Kundera
  Milan Kundera was a Czech author, who wrote in French. His books follow a 
capturing story and at the same time discuss philosophical questions and a lot of 
interesting topics. By Milan Kundera, you can read e. g. The Unbearable Light-
ness of Being, The Joke, or Immortality.

Karel Čapek
  Karel Čapek was a great author. He invented the word robot. The robots ap-
peared in his theatrical play R.U.R. Unlike the idea of robots being tin boxes, 
Čapek’s robots were more like artificial people. Another great book by Čapek is 
War with the Newts. The newts represent a growing power that wasn’t too much 
paid attention to as a possible threat, but which grew to overtake the world. 
Čapek wrote a lot of great novels, short stories, and plays. His works are still 
very current although they were written during the first half of the twentieth 
century. They can be read like prophecies for future generations. Čapek also 
was a children’s author. His books for children are very popular because they 
combine kind humor and show Čapek’s large range of vocabulary, which is 
beneficial for the language development of young readers.

Jaroslav Hašek
  Jaroslav Hašek is the author of The Good Soldier Švejk. The Good Soldier 
Švejk is a great book criticizing the absurdity and bureaucracy of the military 
system. It is set during the First World War. Soldier Švejk is a specific character. 
Nobody knows if he’s constantly making fools out of people, including himself, 
or if he means his actions seriously. As a character, he serves as a mirror reflect-
ing all the ridiculousness he’s dealing with. The book is full of humor. It’s high-
ly appreciated, especially by those who have experience with military service.

Bohumil Hrabal
  Books by Bohumil Hrabal have a unique style. In a way, it resembles J. D. 
Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye. Hrabal’s very long sentences combine the 
distinguished with the low. The result is amazing. Playfulness blends with deep 
thoughts. Among some of his masterpieces, you can read Closely Watched 
Trains, Too Loud a Solitude, or I Served the King of England.

Jan Neruda
Jan Neruda wrote a collection of stories called Prague Tales from the Little 
Quarter. These stories are located in the Prague quarter of the Lesser Town. 
They show the specific atmosphere of this part of Prague in the nineteenth cen-
tury. The stories show all the social aspects and discover both the good and dark 
sides of human nature. Among the characters of the tales, you can find a beggar, 
a doctor, or small-business owners. This collection is considered a classic of 
Czech literature.
Article written by Zuzana Clark. www.czechuniversities.com/article/5-czech-authors-worth-reading
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KJZT was organized by a group of Czech Women in Yoakum, Texas, 130 years ago to provide mutual aid for the Czech Catholic Women of St. Joseph parish. Mu-
tual aid is more than providing funds for burial. It includes any sharing of services and resources for the good of the community. KJZT Family Life has done this 
and done it well over the entire 130 years of existence as the need for such an organization was recognized by parish communities throughout the state of Texas. 
Our Fraternal has assisted our members and their communities by contributing time and money in such things as disaster relief, personal tragedies or needs, and 
providing help to local communities in various ways. 

Some examples of disaster relief that KJZT Family Life and its members have provided include financial assistance for our members that were affected by the 
explosion in West in 2013; helping the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary clean up their buildings when some were destroyed by Hurricane Harvey in 2017; and financial 
assistance to Queen of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Hostyn, after the church was consumed by fire in 2022. Our Fraternal also provides financial help in 
the form of Orphan Benefits, Maternal Benefits, and Guaranteed Insurability for newborns (Go to the Benefits tab on our website for information. www.kjzt.org).

Throughout the years local societies have assisted individuals by being a part of fundraising for members fighting cancer, building ramps for the elderly and dis-
abled with the Texas Ramps project, visiting nursing homes, sending Mass cards and letters to members, and much more.  KJZT assists our junior members with 
college scholarships and Catholic school tuition assistance. KJZT Family Life also has ScriptSave to help members with costs of medications.

Our local societies provide help to parishes and communities around them. Each issue of our KJZT Family Life Journal contains numerous pictures of ways areas 
of Texas are helped with the time and talent of our members. Here is a list of just a few of the many ways our local societies give aid to their communities:
>assistance to food banks, homeless shelters, pregnancy centers
>participating in parish fundraising events
>supporting Catholic Schools and local youth sports
>donations to Volunteer Fire Departments, cemeteries, and Pro-Life functions
>drives to collect items such as food, toys, socks, coats

Recently, KJZT added a rider to new whole life policies of $25,000 or greater. This rider allows the owner of the policy to designate that KJZT will pay an amount 
equal to 1% of the face value to a charitable organization. The policy beneficiaries will still receive the full face value of the policy. This rider is free of charge. 

Yes, KJZT Family Life provides excellent insurance products, but each member of our Fraternal is part of something bigger and better than being a customer of 
a commercial company. Share what KJZT Family Life does and how wonderful it is to be a part of this legacy. Contact the State Office to get more information.

We Do More Than 
Provide Life Insurance

By Joan Johnson and Deborah Kaspar, Fraternal Field Managers

Looking for Agents
  Join our team and receive professional training and 
support with no prior experience necessary. We offer 
Whole Life, Term, and Senior Life Insurance, Annuities 
and IRA’s to our members. Help us encourage others to 
become a part of our Family! 

  For more information, 
call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338

 or email sales@kjzt.org
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Congratulations to our Contest Winners!Congratulations to our Contest Winners!
August Sales -  
Cynthia Morris

3rd Quarter Society -  
2 Hallettsville

Featured Agent: Donna Janda

How many years have you been an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
KJZT has always been a part of my life. I be-
came a member when I was an infant more 
than 50 years ago and worked at the KJZT 
State Office when I was a young adult. Fol-
lowing in my mother’s footsteps, I learned 
about the insurance industry and served as 
KJZT State Director for one term. I have 

been a sales agent with KJZT for 30 years! Some years I have been more active 
than others. Back in the “old days” agents did not have to be licensed with the 
State Board of Insurance. So, it wasn’t until 2018 that I officially earned my life 
insurance license and FIC designation. 

What area of Texas are you located? 
I reside in Fayette County near Hostyn, which is considered South Central 
Texas.

What made you want to become an Agent for KJZT Family Life? 
My mother, myself, and one of my sisters currently serve as society secretary in 
three different societies. 

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
Life insurance is a topic that many people really don’t understand, but they know 
they need it. I enjoy gaining new knowledge and being the bridge that fills the 
gap for people. 

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
All of my family, including my parents, brother, sisters, in-laws, children, nieces, 
and nephews are members of KJZT and have enjoyed district meetings and 
family fun days over the years. KJZT has been around for generations and con-
tinues to survive due to the faithfulness of its members.

Who needs life insurance today?
Truthfully, everyone needs life insurance. It’s just finding the means to pay for 
it can be a challenge. That’s why buying insurance when a person is young is the 
easiest and least expensive. Most of my clients are mothers, grandmothers, or 
great-grandmothers purchasing for their young family members.

Featured Agent: Liz Zemanek

How many years have you been an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
I have been licensed for almost 25 years but 
sold insurance policies without license when 
it was not required for many years before that 
and without commissions.

What area of Texas are you located? 
Bryan, Brazos County, Texas

What made you want to become an Agent for KJZT Family Life? 
My grandmother, mother and aunts were all either active members or officers 
in our local Bryan KJZT when I was growing up, and I traveled with them to 
meetings and participated in events and fundraisers even as a small child.  They 
showed me not only how KJZT operated but how important a close-knit soci-
ety of women working together was instrumental in helping its members, the 
church and community with great examples of selfless service.

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
Life insurance is important for family security and peace of mind, knowing life 
insurance will cover expenses should something happen to the breadwinner.

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
Many memories, but some are:  (1) As a child I would participate annually in 
helping “count dividends” at our home or some other officer’s home, and then 
helping deliver those envelopes of small amounts of cash to members, either 
at church or getting on my bike on a Sunday afternoon and taking them to 
members at their homes within a 3-mile radius.  (2)  Being a delegate at my first 
KJZT Convention in Austin at a very young age in my early twenties; and (3) 
Organizing and participating in our KJZT No. 6 Bryan 100-year celebration in 
1999 at the St. Joseph Parish Center, which included a catered meal, dance, and 
entertainment for a large number of members and their families.

Who needs life insurance today?
Young couples, especially with families, need life insurance today in case one of 
them dies unexpectedly. Having a home mortgage, credit card debt, and other 
expenses like funeral would deplete any nest egg they had accrued, if any, with-
out life insurance.  Knowing KJZT Family Life is a long-standing Catholic life 
insurance company and the ability to participate in Society activities as a mem-
ber is very important.

September Sales -  
Theresa Plsek

3rd Quarter Connect -  
Judith Sawyer

of 11 West
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Statement of Condition
June 30, 2024

Clerical Endowment Fund 
Donations to Diocese

KJZT Family Life presented a check to the Bishop of the Victoria Diocese. This 
money was collected through the KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund. This is an 
Educational Fund set up for the benefit of students studying for the Priesthood. 
All contributions from members and friends of Societies in the Diocese of Vic-
toria and State Office Contributions (2023) are presented to the Diocese. This 
year’s donations totaled $1,167.25.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, Bishop Brendan J. Cahill, State Director Tracey Gear-
son, and State Director Betty Vacek.

KJZT Family Life presented a check to Bishops of the Fort Worth and Dallas 
Diocese. All contributions from members and friends of Societies in the Dio-
cese of Fort Worth and Dallas and State Office Contributions (2021-2023) are 
presented to the Diocese. Donations for Fort Worth were $465.60 and donations 
for Dallas were $650.60. Both were presented to the Bishops of the Diocese.

Pictured (L to R) are Bishop Michael F. Olson of the Fort Worth Diocese, State Director Stephanie 
Matous, and Auxiliary Bishop Greg Kelly of the Dallas Diocese.
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President/CEO and State Director Attend 
American Fraternal Alliance Executive Summit

President/CEO Catherine Sylvester and State Director Betty Vacek attended the 
Executive Summit and Annual Business Meeting of the American Fraternal Al-
liance. It was held on September 16-18 in Washington, DC. Attendees had in-
novative sessions to go to, including Economic and Financial Forecast, AI in 
the Life Insurance Industry and Distribution Realities for Fraternals: Growing 
Through People, Products and Technology. Members were also able to make 
congressional visits and share the fraternal story with legislators. It was a very 
educational and wonderful networking event.

At left: Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester and State Director Betty Vacek with 
the U.S. Capitol in the background. At right:Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester 
and State Director Betty Vacek at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Pictured (L to R) are Nicholas Benoit of Royal Arcanum, Tim Saccoccia of Knights of Columbus, 
KJZT State Director Betty Vacek, KJZT President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Rep. Suzan DelBene 
holding her Fraternal ALLY AWARD, Matt Berman of Foresters Financial, Tyler Lawrence of Wood-
menLife, and Chris Belz of Catholic Life Insurance.

Family Fun Day with the Texas Rangers
On Saturday, September 21, 2024, KJZT members and friends attended the Tex-
as Rangers vs. Seattle Mariners game.

Other News
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KJZT Members Participate in 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage took place from May 17 - July 16 this year. 
It followed four routes, including the St. Juan Diego Route that traveled through 
the Diocese of Brownsville, Diocese of Corpus Christi, Diocese of Victoria, and 
the ArchDiocese of Galveston-Houston. Members of KJZT Society No. 72 El 
Campo were able to take part when the pilgrimage passed through El Campo. 

Pictured at left in blue KJZT shirts (L to R) are Irene Nohavitza, Gwen Edwards-Principal of St. Philip 
School and Janet Holub before the walk with the Franciscans who were accompanying the perpetual 
pilgrims. Credit and contributions: Janet Jones, Diocese of Victoria.

Pictured is the St. Juan Diego Eucharistic Pilgrims as they make their 8.6 mile walk from St. Andrew 
in Hillje to St. Philip in El Campo. Member Gwen Edwards completed all 8.6 miles of the walk.

KJZT Members Tour New Church
Twenty-eight KJZT Family Life members from Bryan, Caldwell, Frenstat and 
Dime Box joined State Director Helen Metzer on a tour. They saw the new St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in College Station and were guided by Campus Minis-
ter Kevin Pesek on Friday, August 2nd.  Much information was received on the 
details and symbolism in the beautiful new church for Catholic Aggies at Texas 
A&M University. Dutch Treat Lunch followed at J. Cody’s Restaurant in Bryan.  

Pictured is everyone who took the tour.

Other News

Visit the Dubina Shrine
Calling all families! Would you like to visit a really special place? Then take 
a ride to lovely Dubina, TX, and visit the Diocesan Shrine of Saints Cyril and 
Methodius. Built in the 1800’s, this gem of the country churches was declared 
to be the Shrine of the Diocese of Victoria by the Diocesan Bishop, the Most 
Rev. Brendan Cahill, S.T.D., on Feb. 14th, 2022. It is a pilgrimage church and 
sanctuary, a place of healing, blessing and peace. Families are invited to visit the 
Shrine and offer prayers of thanksgiving for the blessings they have received. 
They can take pictures of themselves and post them on social media. The Shrine 
is located at 4148 FM 1383 in Dubina, TX. The pastor is Father Chase Good-
man. For more information, call 979-723-6714 or go to stmichaelweimar.org.
- Rev. Paul Chovanec, Chaplain – KJT #119, St. Sylvester, La Marque, TX



Rev. Msgr. John C. Peter, 
KJZT Society Chaplain, Retires

  Rev. Monsignor John C. Peters, KJZT member and the chaplain for multiple
Societies, celebrated his retirement, the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the
priesthood, his 75th birthday, the 30th anniversary of pastorship for two parish-
es, and 23 years of serving two additional parishes, at a huge ceremony held at 
the Hallettsville KC Hall on Sunday, September 22, 2024. In 1994, Msgr. John 
was assigned as pastor to Sacred Heart Parish, Hallettsville, and St. Mary’s. He 
subsequently served as chaplain to thefollowing KJZT Societies: #2 Halletts-
ville, #3 St. Mary’s, #44 Moravia and #53 Wied. When Worthing #63 and St. 
John #9 were functional, Msgr. John served as their chaplain as well. We will 
truly miss Msgr. John but wish him a happy retirement and Godspeed!

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca of 2 Hallettsville, Helen Motal of 53 Wied, Mary Ann Pavliska of 
2 Hallettsville, Msgr. John Peters (Retiring Society Chaplain), Jennifer Janik and Dorothy Schneider, 
both of 3 St. Mary’s, and Theresa Rerich of 44 Moravia. Credit and contributions: Ruth Rouse, KJZT 
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s

KJZT Society No. 93 Austin Presents 
Wildfire Donation to Agriculture Commissioner

  Members were all saddened to hear about the devastating west Texas wildfires 
that impacted the farmers and ranchers in that area. Many of the members have 
a farming/ranching background and wanted to support those affected with a 
financial contribution. With Society No. 93 funds, matching funds from the 
State Office and individual contributions, the Society had a total of $4,000.00 
to donate.
  Society President Laura Duckworth met with the Texas Department of Agri-
culture Commissioner, Sid Miller, to present the check. The $4,000 would be 
added to the Wildfire Disaster Relief/STAR Fund. The Commissioner was very 
grateful to KJZT Society No. 93 and even a press release was written and re-
leased from his office.

Official Photo Courtesy of the Office of the Agriculture Commissioner. Other credit and contributions: 
Margie Horton, Society No. 93.
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Other News

New Grotto Built in Memory of KJZT Member
  A new grotto to Our Lady of Hostyn was dedicated and blessed by Bishop Joe 
Vásquez at Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Corn Hill in August. Fr. Stephen 
Nerstra (pastor), two visiting clergy from the Czech Republic and parish fami-
lies joined in for the dedication and a Mass.
  This Our Lady of Hostyn Grotto was built in loving memory of Cyril & Ei-
leen (Sladecek) Rosipal and made possible by donations from Christopher and 
Charles Rosipal Families and Hubert & Dorothy (Simek) Tomasek Family.
  Eileen Rosipal was a very active long-time member and Society Officer of 
KJZT Society No. 93 Austin. She was dedicated to her Czech heritage. She 
spoke the beautiful language and was a member of the Taylor Czech Chorus, 
Travis-Williamson Counties Czech Heritage Society, and the Moravian Club in 
Cornhill. Many of her favorite Czech recipes are featured in the Travis-William-
son Counties Czech Heritage Cookbook.
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Pins: 50-Year Membership and 75-Year Membership
At left: Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, pin recipient Janeene (Patek) Frerking, and 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester. At right: Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, pin 
recipient Linda Neiser, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District XV/XVI Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, Ava Garza, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne 
Wick, Autumn Garza, Adalyn Garza, Natalia Montanez and Fraternal Field Manager Deborah Kaspar.

Fraternal Status Award: 114 Houston
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Kay Dittrich, State Director Kathy Wishert, Irene Dittrich, and President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District News
District XV/XVI Social

  On Sunday, August 11, 2024, KJZT Society No. 125 Houston hosted the Dis-
trict XV/XVI Social. It was held at the KC Hall in Pearland. A total of 42 mem-
bers and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Kathy 
Wishert, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal Field 
Manager Deborah Kaspar. Sales Agents present were Latosha Turknett, Sheila 
Williams, and Maria Reyes Bahena.
  Hosting local Society officers were President Carol Zann, Secretary Joan 
Hutchinson, and Treasurer Marie Stryk.
  A memorial service was held for eight members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of Ju-
nior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each junior 
member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program.
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Sta-
tus Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 114 Houston, 115 Freeport, and 125 
Houston. All three Societies attained Platinum Status for the year of 2023.

Fraternal Status Award: 115 Freeport
Pictured (L to R) are Jimmy Mikes, Janet Gipson, State Director Kathy Wishert, Gerardette Martin, 
Cynthia Grandjean, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Fraternal Status Award: 125 Houston
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, Marie Stryk, Carol Zann, Joan Hutchison, and 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.
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District II Junior Members: 7 Dubina and 24 Ammannsville
Pictured (L to R) are 7 Dubina Junior Director Wendy Syrinek, 24 Ammannsville—Hannah Bartos, 
Lukas Bartos, Hadley Wick, Group 1, 2nd place, 24 Ammannsville Junior Director Christopher Wick, 
and Annalynn Wick. Not pictured is Charlotte Wick.

District II Junior Members: 4 Praha
Pictured in front are Greyson Grahmann, Briley Grahmann, Group A—3rd place. Pictured in back 
are Ever Kubenka, Quade Brothers, Group 3, 1st place; Matthew Sylvester, Group 2, 4th place and 
4 Praha Junior Director Darlene Brothers.

District News
District II Social

  On Sunday, September 8, 2024, KJZT Society No. 24 Ammannsville hosted 
the District II Social. It was held at Robert’s Steakhouse in Flatonia. A total of 
66 members and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Tracey 
Gearson, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal Field 
Manager Joan Johnson. Sales Agent present was Christopher Wick.
  Hosting local Society officers were President Gloria Miksch, Vice-President 
Clara Christ, Secretary Sharon Kana, Treasurer Nancy Srubar, and Junior Di-
rector Christopher Wick.
  A memorial service was held for 27 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present and those 
juniors who placed in the State Contest.
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Status 
Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 4 Praha, 7 Dubina, 24 Ammannsville, 44 
Moravia, 66 Weimar and 83 Flatonia for the year of 2023.

75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Loretta Kutac, Flatonia; Clara Holub, Weimar; 
Agnes Jurek, Weimar; Helen Ohnheiser, Ammannsville; Doloris Mican, Praha; Patricia Masek, Praha 
and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District II Status Certificates
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Jeanette Zouzalik for 83 Flatonia, Alice Michalke 
for 66 Weimar, Theresa Rerich for 44 Moravia, Sharon Kana for 24 Ammannsville, Wendy Syrinek for 
7 Dubina, Georgia Cerny for 4 Praha, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Find us on Facebook and Instagram 
@kjztfamilylife for updates on Events, 

News, and Society Activities!
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Fraternal Status Award: 40 Poth
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Treasurer Diane Pape, President Skylar Pawelek, 
Vice-President Jane Hosek, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District IV Social
  On Sunday, September 29, 2024, KJZT Society No. 40 Poth hosted the District 
IV Social. It was held at the Blessed Sacrament Parish Hall in Poth.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester and State Director 
Betty Vacek. Hosting local Society officers were President Skylar Pawelek, 
Vice-President Jane Hosek, and Treasurer Diane Pape.
  A memorial service was held for 14 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held.
  Status Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 40 Poth and 75 Jourdanton for 
the year of 2023. Both Societies received Diamond Status.

40 Poth Society Officers
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Treasurer Diane Pape, President Skylar Pawelek, 
and Vice-President Jane Hosek. 

  National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Cath-
olic education in the United States. CSW starts the last Sunday in January 
and runs all week, which in 2025 is January 26 - February 1. Schools typi-
cally observe the week with Masses, assemblies and other activities for 
students, families, parishioners and community members to celebrate 
and congratulate. 
  Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strength-
ening its members lives through Catholic faith and community service. 
There are lots of ways to show your neighborhood Catholic School that 
they have the support of KJZT Family Life.  This is a great opportunity to 
show teachers and staff how much they are appreciated with a small gift 
for each, breakfast/snacks, a gift basket of goodies for the breakroom, or 
anything else you can think of! You can include a few KJZT promotional 
items as well. Share your photos online using #CSW2025.
  Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week. Call the State Office to let us know your Society 
would like to participate and we will be happy to assist you with give-
aways of KJZT pencils, brochures and small promotional items!

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week!

Fraternal Status Award: 75 Jourdanton
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Debbie Netardus, Sharon Shearer, Susan Netardus, 
and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.
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The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.

Society News
#37 members present-
ed the proceeds of the 

Country Bake Sale to Father Matthew Huehlefeld.   

Pictured are members Rose Mary Havlik, Dennis Havlik, Tommy 
Wenzel, Kenneth Gerdes, Carol Kengle, Beni Gerdes, Father 
Matthew, Joyce Word, and Roberta Wenzel.

37 Hochheim

The Society will receive 
matching funds for the 

funds made at the Moravia Church picnic held on 
July 21, 2024 at the Country Store and Cake Walk.

44 Moravia

The Society met Saturday, 
September 28th. Each mem-

ber received a Certificate of Recognition from their 
Pastor, Rev. Sang Quan, at the 5:00 p.m. Mass. This 
special recognition was for their hard work and con-
tinued dedication to Mary Queen of the Rosary Gift 
Shop at Christ the King Catholic Church in Belton.

Pictured (L to R) are Lupe Guajardo, Eva Bright, (State Director 
Helen Metzer), Esmeralda Garcia, Rosa Guzman, Ayda Rodri-
guez, Janice Nelson and Dolores Borges. Not pictured are Marie 
Harley and Sofia Villa.

144 Belton

The Society met 
for their Quarterly 

meeting on August 5, 2024 at the Queen of Peace 
Family Life Center. During the meeting, a token of 
appreciation was given to the retiring members. 

Pictured are Society Officers Mary Ann Matusek-Secretary, Patsy 
Hrabovsky-Vice President, Joyce Kurtz-Retired State Director, Glad-
ys Hermes-President and Irene Sczwarc-Retired Society Officer.

12 Sweet Home

The Society sponsored the Coun-
try Store at the Church of The As-

sumption Parish Picnic on Sunday, August 11, 2024 
at the K.C. Hall. Many members brought canned 
goods, baked goods, plants, homemade items, etc. A 
total of $2,031.00 was made.  

Pictured are Mary Kallus, Joyce Nors, Mary Ann Stone, Beatrice 
Nors, Diana Blakley, Evelyn Stuckley, Mary Scott, Lillian Bohan-
nan, Chris Doskocil, Theresa Plsek, Eric Kostecka, Betty Kostec-
ka and Henrietta Charanza.

11 West

The Society presented a 
matching funds check to 

Father Thuy for St. Mary’s Church, in Frydek. This 
matching grant was from the KJZT State Office af-
ter members worked the cake walk fundraiser at the 
Grotto Celebration. 

Pictured presenting the check are Mildred Ondruch, Barbara 
Boone, Maxine Rudluff, Filothea Eschenburg, and Sharlene Havel.

29 Frydek

The Society donated to the 
Flatonia Area Food Pantry.

Pictured are Enid Waska, Gayla Ehler, and Pam Cunningham of 
the food pantry, and Ann Bratton, Jeanette Zouzalik, and Gretch-
en Zapalac of the Society. Photo by Melanie Berger of The Argus.

83 Flatonia
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The Society gave Backpack 
Prayer Tags to students at the 

Masses the first weekend of August, and the back-
packs were blessed after Mass.

16 Ennis

The Society celebrated Flag 
Day by getting a Proclamation 

signed by their Mayor, Carl O’Neill.

Pictured seated are Virgi Ferrell, Judy Balzer, Mayor Carl O’Neill, 
State Director Tracey Gearson, and Helen Manning. Pictured 
standing are Elaine Dornak and Jeannette Kloesel.

1 Yoakum

Father Patrick distributed 
KJZT Backpack Blessing tags 

to students at Our Lady of the Assumption in Ingle-
side, TX. Teachers also appreciated the Backpack 
Blessing tags!

Blessings

The Society sponsored 
the blessing of backpacks 

at their parish. They also handed out prayer cards 
to parishioners after Mass.

Pictured is Society President Barbara Tutt handing out cards.

28 Frenstat

Members took part in 
the Feeding Families 

Across Texas fraternal cause by donating $400.00 to 
AMEN food pantry in La Grange.  

The presentation took place on September 14th with AMEN rep-
resentative Garry Schellberg (center) receiving the donation from 
society members from left, President Elizabeth Kallus, Chaplain 
Fr. Chris Smith, Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, Treasurer Barbara 
Eilert, Beatrice Sumbera, Jimmy Kothmann, and Rose Recek.

31 La Grange

The Society collected 54 lbs of 
canned goods and other non per-

ishable items to give to Helping Hands of Ennis.

President Melody Rejcek presented a check for the food pantry to 
the Executive Director of Helping Hands of Ennis, Christi Camp-
bell, at the recent Taste of Ennis event benefiting Helping Hands.

16 Ennis

Members of the Society do-
nated their time as assistants 

to Chef Pavla Von Biber as she taught a traditional 
kolache baking class. The class was a fundraiser for 
the St. Louis King of France Catholic School and 
was the Society’s People Helping People Commu-
nity Project. Chef Pavla entertained the 28 attendees 
with her colorful commentary and each made deli-
cious kolaches to take home.  

Pictured (L to R) are President Laura Duckworth, Sarah Vitek, 
Chef Pavla, Jennifer (chef’s assistant), Stephanie Hyzak, Annie 
Hyzak, and Michael Hyzak.

93 Austin

Society President Arlene Cloyd 
presented a 50-year membership 

pin to Barbara Hajdik at their annual Family Social 
at the Immaculate Conception Church Hall.

42 Sealy

Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their 
heads. An incorrect or non-existent beneficiary 
can cause your heirs problems. Life insurance 
proceeds are paid according to your designated 
beneficiaries.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keep-
ing designated beneficiaries up to date. If you 
would like to verify your current beneficiary, 
call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 and we 
would be happy to assist you.



Page 17KJZT Family Life JournalSeptember/October 2024

No Address Listed
To continue to serve our members, we 
will be printing the names for which 
we do not have addresses on file. 
These lists will be printed by 

Society. If you know a person named 
on the list, please let them know we 
need to get in touch. As always, the 
State Office can be reached at 1-888-
253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
KURTZ, LINDA 

BILBREY, DOROTHY M 
MERRITT, ADELA (HROCH) 

RICHARD, DONNA K 
GROSSMAN, ANNA MARIE 

MULINIX, MILDRED 
REDMAN, SHARON A 

JUHL, TERESA A 

into your master’s joy!” Being a servant means being a follower of Christ…in EVERYTHING! Not in just 
what’s convenient. Nobody has ever said that being a Christian is easy and sure as heck, no one has ever said 
being a Catholic is easy. To be a servant, means to be a follower of Christ. It doesn’t mean to be a follower 
of Trump or a follower of Harris. It doesn’t mean to be a follower of the Democratic Party or the Republican 
Party or the Green Party our the Tea Party or ANY party! If that is your bearing, moral compass, or guide 
— a party, a political party — I can only hope and pray that you’ll be admitted into the actual (Heavenly) 
“party!” Although we may be politically registered one way or another, although we may be labeled on pa-
per, I beg of you right now to cast that political label to the curb. I say this because at the end of time, it truly 
doesn’t matter what that label is. The only label that matters, is that you are a beloved son or daughter of 
God and that you are a servant of God! We must remember who the common enemy is. The common enemy 
is the devil! Democrats, your enemy is not the republicans! Republicans, your enemy is not the Democrats! 
Our common enemy is ol’ Horn-head himself, the devil. Oh and guess what? — a common enemy can even 
unite the oldest of foes! The most vitriolic of foes, which let’s face it, this political season has become. My 
brothers and sisters we have an incredible opportunity to dive deeper into our faith, to prepare ourselves for 
something that will truly matter in the end. We have an opportunity to be like Jesus. As Jesus has always 
been the most cosmic and divine contradiction to the world, we too, now in this moment — a moment that 
we were created for, totally created for a time like these — we have the chance to be the most noble and 
powerful contradiction. A loud contradiction to a world that says that right is wrong and wrong is right, up is 
down and down is up. To a world that says your happiness trumps your holiness. To a world that says, your 
wealth and material possessions make you who you are. To a world that says your looks and your standing 
in the eyes of man, decides your worth. To a world that says your popularity dictates your value. To a world 
that says love is a feeling and not a choice. To a world that says that a single solitary cell on Mars would be 
considered life, but the countless which grow in the womb of a woman simply aren’t. Brothers and sisters, 
we must know what we are saying YES to and what we are saying NO to. We must know what each party 
stands for. We must know what each politician stands for and more importantly, we must know what WE are 
asked to stand for, as faithful Catholics. No political party is 100% fully Catholic, but some DO indeed hold 
truly anti-Catholic views. Do your research. Read the official platforms. Pray. Read some more. Pray some 
more. Talk to your priest if you are struggling. Did I mention, pray? As several prominent clergymen have 
boldly stated in weeks past. Perhaps this election is a matter of praying hard and voting to the lesser of two 
evils. Take that as you will, but what I will say is this: we MUST let our faith inform our politics and not the 
other way around. We are CATHOLIC first, then maybe Texan second (HA!), and American third! Let us 
today, everyday, but especially in these days, act and yes, vote like it. Onward and upward, my KJZT family. 
I am praying for you all, especially as you continue to form your Catholic Conscience and Vote accordingly.  
In Christ, Fr. Jared Cooke 

Helpful Link(s) for Forming your CATHOLIC Conscience:
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-and-peace/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship
https://www.usccb.org/civilizeit

Article continued from page 3On Thursday night, September 12, 
2024, members and friends of So-

ciety 6 Bryan, attended and supported The Elizabeth 
House Maternity Home fundraising event. The So-
ciety sponsored a $500 table and was prominently 
displayed in the program as one of the “Friends of 
Elizabeth House” Sponsors.  
  The Elizabeth House is a free 100% donor-based, 
full-service home for women experiencing a crisis 
pregnancy and any young children.    
  The evening included happy hour, silent auction, 
welcome by Board Member Shelly Templin, open-
ing prayer by Pastor Jerry House, followed by a 
great dinner. The House updates were given by Nat-
alie Freeman and Miranda Penick while showing a 
video of some of the women and their children who 
have been helped at Elizabeth House. With funds 
from fundraising and additional donors, The Eliza-
beth House is now operating in a second home to 
house and help many women and their children.
  The program concluded with monetary appeal by 
Board President Jamee Brick and closing prayer by 
Pastor of St. Mary’s in College Station, Father Will 
Straten. More information about Elizabeth House at 
their website:  elizhouse.com.  
Submitted by Liz Zemanek, Secretary, 6 Bryan

Pictured (L to R) seated are Janine and David Barry, and mem-
bers, Mel Hall and Elaine Kelbly. Pictured (L to R) standing are 
State Director Helen Metzer, and members Liz Zemanek, Linda 
Holubec, Alisa Zubik, Linda Stetz, and Pam Stetz.

6 Bryan

HAYNIE, GLORIA 
HAJEK, KATHY ANN 

TISCHLER, DONNA RAE (NETEK) 
ELLISON, JANE A (FEELEY) 

MOKRY, DEBRA 
FRAZIER, DIANE L (PESEK) 

MOORE-COPELAND, CHRISTINE
MILLS, CAROL S (MORGAN) 

McCUMBER, MILDRED
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The Society donated 
$1,000.00 to both Christ 

Kitchen and their local Food Bank, and $525.00 to 
Our Lady of Victory Parish for a TV Mass with the 
funds raised from their “No Bake-Bake Sale”.

With the TV Mass donation, pictured (L to R) are Evelyn Dierlam, 
Rev. Kirby Hlavaty, Irene Brosch, and Carolyn Nevlud.

With the food bank donation, pictured (L to R) are Irene Brosch, 
Evelyn Dierlan, Robin Cadle, and Carolyn Nevlud.

With the Christ Kitchen donation, pictured (L to R) are Carolyn 
Nevlud, Irene Brosch, Evelyn Dierlan, Evelyn Lynn Fragier, Kar-
son Habel, Willie Simmons.

101 VictoriaThe Society had Mass 
at Our Lady of Victory 

Church for their living and deceased members, then 
had a catered breakfast and fruit. Afterwords, they 
donated $400.00 to their local food pantry, award-
ed scholarships to Caleigh May, Caitlin May, and 
Hayden Hnath. Thirty people attended the breakfast. 

Pictured (L to R) are Rose Pustka, Grandmother, Carolyn Nevuld, 
and Joe Pustka, Grandfather of Caleigh and Caitlin May.

Pictured are Evelyn Dierlan giving a 75-year membership pin to 
Jo Ann Jalufka.

Pictured are Ed Nevlud, Evelyn Dierlan, donated to St. Vincent De 
Paul Food Pantry, accepted by Gene Sheblak.

101 Victoria St. Elizabeth Society No. 6 in Bry-
an held its 24th Annual Commu-

nity Fundraiser Garage Sale on Labor Day, Monday, 
September 2, 2024, at St. Joseph Catholic Elemen-
tary School Gym in Bryan.  
  The sale was a great success, raising over $8,500.00 
to benefit Red-C Catholic Radio KEDC 88.5 FM, 
St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, St. Joseph 
Catholic High School Science Department, St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church, St. Joseph Church Meal Min-
istry, 40 Days for Life, and The Elizabeth House 
Maternity Home in Bryan-College Station.
  Thank you to St. Joseph Catholic School, and 
KJZT members Fred and Cheryl Wenck, owners of 
AccuPrint Graphics and Printing in Bryan.
  And, of course, thank you to all the donors and vol-
unteers who came through with their generosity and 
hard work. Over 75 active members, parishioners 
and friends helped work before, during and after the 
sale. Members and workers wore blue KJZT Family 
Life shirts to advertise and to distinguish each other 
from the crowd. Items left after the sale were picked 
up by and donated to the Twin City Mission in Bry-
an, St. Vincent de Paul Furniture Ministry, and Ed’s 
Book Shop.  
  Associate Pastor at St. Joseph’s, Father Joy, came 
by the gym earlier in the week as we were working 
and offered a prayer for a successful garage sale and 
imparted a blessing on all of us.
  Thanks to our local officers, Helen Metzer, Mel 
Hall, Alisa Zubik, and Liz Zemanek for their orga-
nization, hard work, donations, and participation. It 
is our hope to continue this service, and we welcome 
new members to join us by investing in life insur-
ance and annuities. 
  You may contact Liz Zemanek, Secretary and Sales 
Agent, at email:  Lzemanek@suddenlinkmail.com.

Pictured are workers the day before the Garage Sale in the middle 
of organizing the many items that were donated. 

6 Bryan

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

Please take care of your health 
and encourage your loved ones to do the same.
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The Society presented 
Manna Meals a dona-

tion of $200. Then they helped serve the community 
meal to approx. 80 people.

Pictured (L to R) are Betty Parma, Rose Anne Fuechec, Soci-
ety President Janet Holub, Rose Marie Janak, Society Secretary 
Kathy Helterbridle, and Irene Nohavitza

72 El Campo

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline is November 18th. Please send photos and 
stories by email to info@kjzt.org or by mail to PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760

The Society sponsored the Coun-
try Store at their annual Immacu-

late Conception Church Bazaar.

Pictured are Bernice Novosad, Georgia Brast, Lorene Bercken-
hoff, Wendy Lamp, Jeanette Klekar and Marcella Sosa.

42 Sealy

The Society donated food to 
the Yoakum Food Bank.

Pictured are State Director Tracey Gearson, Jeanette Kloesel, 
Mrs. Strong (Food Bank Director), Elaine Dornak, Helen Manning, 
and Judy Balzer.

1 Yoakum

St. Anne’s Society 
#10 of Fayetteville 

recently donated a flag to the Fayetteville Museum.  
The two sided flag is dated 1902 and was the first 
flag of St. Anne’s Society.  

Pictured are officers standing (l-r) Lois Kaspar and Rose Rohde; 
Seated (l-r) Helen Wied and Mary Jane Toddy.

10 Fayetteville

The Society held a very successful 
fundraiser. They were able to give 

$9500 in donations from the 24th annual commu-
nity fundraiser garage sale that was held on Labor 
Day, September 2nd, 2024. 

Pictured (L to R) are Father Brian Eilers, Pastor of St Joseph 
Catholic Church in Bryan receiving $1,000 for the church and 
$500 for the parish meal ministry; Liz Zemanek, Secretary and ga-
rage sale coordinator; Mel Hall, VP and garage sale coordinator; 
Janine Barry, science educator at St Joseph Catholic High School 
receiving $1,100 for the school’s science department; Helen 
Metzer, President and State Director, and garage sale coordina-
tor; Alisa Zubik, Treasurer; Dennis Macha, Executive Director of 
Red-C Apostolate, receiving $3,300 for Catholic Radio; and Juan 
Nagore, Head Principal of St Joseph Catholic Schools, receiving 
$2,600 for St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School.
  In addition, the society donated $500 to Elizabeth House Ma-
ternity Home in Bryan at their fundraiser on September 12th, and 
$500 will be given to 40 Days for Life for their upcoming fund-
raiser.

6 Bryan

The meeting of the 
KJZT St Anne’s So-

ciety #10 was called to order at 1 pm on August 20th 
at St John’s Recreation Hall. President Mary Jane 
Toddy opened the meeting with prayers for all liv-
ing members and their families and led the group in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 10 members 
present.
  Rose Rohde read the minutes from the previous 
meeting. Helen Wied reported on cards received 
and sent out and Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s 
report. 
  In new business, a monetary donation will be made 
to the AMEN food pantry, a KJZT cookbook and 
cooking utensils will be donated as a silent auc-
tion prize for the upcoming church feast and the old 
KJZT flag will be donated to Fayetteville Museum. 
Members were reminded that the election of officers 
will be held at the November meeting.
  Attendance prize winner was Mary Jane Toddy and 
the next meeting will be held Tuesday, November 
19, 2024.

10 Fayetteville

  On August 5th, the 
3rd quarterly social 

was held. President Elizabeth Kallus led opening 
prayers and Pledges to the U.S. and Texas flag.
  Reading of the minutes was dispensed, Treasurer 
Barbara Eilert filed her report, bills were approved 
for payment, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read 
local and State Office correspondence.  
  CEF enrollments report by VP Nicole Ramirez 
showed two special birthdays, one new mother birth 
of baby, and three sympathies by the Society, and 11 
enrollments by individuals. Kallus gave the public-
ity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary report. 
  Unfinished business: A recap was given about the 
Annual District V Social hosted by Society 31 on 
July 28th with 61 members and guests in attendance.
  Motion carried to make a monetary donation to 
AMEN food pantry in La Grange with matching 
funds from the State Office for the Feeding Families 
Across Texas program. 
  New Business: The Annual Social will be Thurs-
day, November 7th beginning at 4:00 p.m. at Seal-
and in La Grange. Approved were clergy Christmas 
presents, community Thanksgiving basket for Fam-
ily Crisis Center, and 2025 Catholic Schools Week 
project and Sacred Heart School festival plant wheel 
booth on Palm Sunday.

31 La Grange
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

It’s Camp Guardian Angel planning time once again! Time is marching on 
very quickly, it seems like that we just attended camp and here it is time to 
start planning for next year, 2025. Junior members aged 8 thru 17 will be 
able to attend.  
  All District Socials already have been held and all have been very well 
attended. It has been a pleasure to be with everyone and hopefully we can 
continue to share with others our experiences KJZT Family Life has to of-
fer. “Congratulations” to all the juniors who participated in the Point & 
Merit Program throughout the past year, the District Junior Representatives, 
and the State Photo Competition winners.

  As we proceed with plans for next year’s upcoming events there are a lot of other things to be mindful of 
such as October being the month of our Czech Heritage and Queen of the Holy Rosary, and of course, the 
feast of the Guardian Angel, patron of our summer camp.
  The holiday season is also around the corner! We hope that you enjoy all of your family gatherings and 
events during this time. Don’t forget to continue to share your KJZT experiences with everyone so that we 
can continue to strengthen and preserve The KJZT Family Life for the future generations. 
 

In all things give thanks to the good Lord.  His love is everlasting.

Applications for Scholarships are available 
November 1st and due February 3, 2025.

KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce that scholarship applications for the year 
of 2025 will be available on November 1st.  
Written requests for applications must be made by the student in one of the fol-
lowing ways.  Any phone call requests will be asked to send an email.

Mail:  PO Box 18896,  Austin, Texas 78760-8896  
Email:  info@kjzt.org

To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a junior member in good 
standing for at least one year. Scholarships are available to high school graduates 
who are planning to attend college and current college students. The Fraternal 
also offers scholarships to members who are planning to attend or are currently 
attending a technical or vocational school full time. 

Any questions, contact the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 and ask for Liz.

Junior News
On Sunday September 1st 
Marak Jrs celebrated Father 

Ran Jan’s 70th birthday with the parish and served 
cake and punch. 

Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Ian Brunson, 
Father Ran Jan, Lily Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, Clair Kopriva, Kate 
Kopriva, Irene Kalfus, Callen Vaculin, and Paige Kopriva.

21 Marak

Junior members attended 
Mass together for the Feast 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Pictured front are Avery Sullins, Max Lucas, Bowen Hejl, Luke 
Abney, Juliet Lucas, Logan Abney, Lucas Haferkamp and Hannon 
Kettler. Second row: Elaina Tlustos, Bryson Hejl, Thomas Kolar, 
Weston Sustala, Aron Salvador, Samuel Kolar, Adrianna Salvador 
and Abigail Sullins. Third row: Antonio Salvador, Bryson Murphy, 
Izzy Haferkamp, Joel Lucas, Paxton Pustejovsky, Addison Puste-
jovsky, Mabry Sustala and Molly Lucas. Back row: Allison Puste-
jovsky, Grayson Pustejovsky, David DeBenedictis, Ryan Pustejo-
vsky, Will Gerik, Quintin Kaska, Madison Lucas and Lola Jaska.

104 Abbott

Junior members worked at 
the annual spaghetti dinner 

parish fundraiser on August 25th. 

Pictured are Juniors who helped clean trays: Antonio Salvador, 
Camille Kaska, Bryson Murphy Hejl, and Aron Salvador. 

104 Abbott



Page 21KJZT Family Life JournalSeptember/October 2024

Beckett Rohlf is a new member of Society No. 126 
Palacios. He is the son of Molly Rohlf.

Layne Jansky is a new member of Society No. 2 Hal-
lettsville. He is the son of Kendall and Brynna Jan-
sky, the grandson of Charles and Renee Hardt and 
Dennis and Sheila Jansky, and the great-grandson of 
Margie Hardt and Dorothy Henneke.

Landry Grahmann is a new member of Society No. 
4 Praha. She is the daughter of Greg and Hilary 
Grahmann, granddaughter of Cynthia Koncaba, and 
great-granddaughter of Frances Kubenka.

Casen Baugh is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. He is the son of Lauren and Casey Baugh, 
and the grandson of Mary and Russell Brackeen 
of West and Missy and Travis Alligood of West.

Carter Marquez is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. He is the son of Matt and Stephanie Marquez, 
brother of Collins Marquez, grandson of John and 
Darlene Simcik and Vivian and Ray Marquez, and 
great-grandson of Willie Mae Cervenka.

October is the Month of the 
Holy Rosary

The Rosary is a Scripture-based prayer. The repeti-
tion in the Rosary is meant to lead one into restful 
and contemplative prayer related to each Mystery. 
The gentle repetition of the words helps us to enter 
into the silence of our hearts, where Christ’s spirit 
dwells. The Rosary can be said privately or with a 
group. 

 
Let us all pray for love and peace.

Credit: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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Rev. Charles J. Benes
Mrs. Josephine Barta		
Mrs. Hermina Bartosh		
Mr. Roman Bartosh	
Miss Gertrude Bohac		
Msgr. William Botik		
Mrs. Julie Brandesky
Mrs. Vilemina Broz	
Mrs. Kristina Darilek	
Rev. Vaclav Demel		
Mrs. Gussie Franta		
Mrs. Elaine Gaida		
Mrs. Josephine Habarta
Mrs. Margaret Haberl	
Mrs. Edna Hasserd
Mrs. Marie Holub	
Rev. Joseph Horacek	
Mrs. Carolyn Hrncir
Mrs. Marie Hrncir
Msgr. Joseph M. Hybner
Mrs. Mary Hybner
Mrs. Anna Jakubik
Mrs. Marie Janecek
Mrs. Marie Jares
Mrs. Mary Jauer
Rev. Karel Kacer
Mrs. Matilkda Kafka
Mrs. Rita Kallus
Mrs. Otilie Klecka
Mrs. Marie Klekar
Mrs. Christine Knapek
Mrs. Angeline Kopecky
Dr. Charles Kopecky
Mrs. Ludmila Kostak
Rev. Thomas Matl
Mr. Timothy Maresh

Mrs. Clara Miller
Msgr. Alois J. Morkovsky
Mrs. Magdalena Muska
Mrs. Geraldine Nekuza
Rt. Rev. Louis P. Netardus
Mrs. Wanda O’Leary
Rev. Al Padalecki
Mrs. Agnes Kallus Parma
Mrs. Marie Parma
Miss Marie Parma
Mrs. Benita Pavlu
Mrs. Anastazie Peter
Mrs. Pavlina Peter
Mrs. Betty Petru
Mrs. Effie Piwetz
Mrs. Magadalen Prajer
Rev. Francis Pidal
Mrs. Adela Pohl
Mrs. Alice Polasek	
Miss Antonia Pustka	
Mrs. Bettie Quitta
Mrs. Angeline Repa
Mrs. Emma Jean Ribar
Mrs. Lucy Simnacher
Mrs. Mary Sherek
Mrs. Marie Smykal
Mr. Cyril Stavinoha
Mrs. Ann Toman
Mrs. Dorothy Tomsu
Rev. Method Vaculik
Rt. Rev. Ignac J. Valenta
Mrs. Marie Valouch
Msgr. John Vanicek
Mrs. Marie Yurek
Mrs. Ann Zemanek
Dr. John S. Zvesper

In Memoriam of Deceased State Chaplains, 
State Directors, and State Officers

KJZT Family Life has requested that Holy Mass be offered in No-
vember in Memoriam of the following deceased State Chaplains, 
State Directors and State Officers of KJZT Family Life.

Memorial Scholarship Fund
  Sincere thanks to all donors who contribute to the education of our young 
members through the Memorial Scholarship Fund. (This is an ongoing fund.) 
  To donate, send the name of the person you would like to enroll and their/their 
family’s address, who the donation is from, and any monetary amount to the 
KJZT State Office. An acknowledgement card will be sent.

Robert Valer and Mary Spaniel Zabojnik			   Al and Linda Prachyl
Jason Pilat					                 Jerry and Joyce Kurtz
Kyleigh Clare Brandt					              Barbara Brandt
Annette Sue Cinadr				             Jennifer and Greg Janik
Evelyn Opela					              Jennifer and Greg Janik
In Honor and In Memory of Living 
and Deceased Members of KJZT Society 
No. 43 Ganado				                 KJZT Society No. 43 Ganado
Henry Vesely						                Frances Vesely
Bobby Zabojnik						     Al and Linda Prachyl
Dorothy Olsovsky			               KJZT Society No. 44 Moravia
Sylvia Addicks				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Elsie Marak				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Kevin Anz						       Rob and Jane Lewis
Annie Fucik				             KJZT Society No. 72 El Campo
Ronald E. Steffek					             Louise Rozacky
Fr. Brian Phillips			           KJZT Society No. 31 La Grange
Marcella Franzetti			              KJZT Society No. 27 Caldwell
Isabel Koudela				             KJZT Society No. 72 El Campo
Donation				              KJZT Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Marcella Franzetti			             Catherine Sylvester and Family
Elsie Slama Marak					               Marcy Krieger
Georgie Galetka						     Al and Linda Prachyl
Elroy Wick					         KJZT Society No. 11 West
Elroy Wick						      Al and Linda Prachyl
Deceased Members of 115 Freeport	           KJZT Society No. 115 Freeport
Jerry Zmolik				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Jane Hellinger				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Albert Andel				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Mary Alice Warrington					     Al and Linda Prachyl
Matthew Mikula					     Al and Linda Prachyl
Elroy Wick				               KJZT Society No. 14 Moulton
Albert Andel					                  Betty and Stan Vacek
Elroy Wick					                  Betty and Stan Vacek
Frances Jane Hosek			             Catherine Sylvester and Family
Elroy Wick						            Mary Ann Marek
Msgr. Lonnie Urban				       Robert and Elizabeth Clark
Jane Turnham Manning			             Catherine Sylvester and Family
Kermit Thuemler			             Catherine Sylvester and Family
Cecilia French				              Catherine Sylvester and Family
Lorraine Tenny						      Al and Linda Prachyl
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	          AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.
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1	 YOAKUM		  CAROLYN (MACHALEC) KENNEDY	 7/28/24		  58
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 EVELYN (SCHNEIDER) HOFFER		  7/6/2024		  96
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 FRANK BERNARD BLUDAU SR.		  8/22/2024		  96
5	 SHINER		  VIOLA (KERCHO) PATEK			   7/29/2024		  102
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 THERESA (KOVAR) BECKA			  3/17/2023		  70
11	 WEST			   MARY (VRANA) BITTENBINDER		  7/27/2024		  93
15	 CORN HILL		  BERNICE (KOHOUTEK) HERNANDEZ	 8/17/2024		  86
16	 ENNIS			  THERESA (VALEK) VAVRA			  7/28/2024		  89
16	 ENNIS			  LENFIELD MCCOY				    8/12/2024		  62
16	 ENNIS			  SUSAN (ROBINSON) SLOVAK		  8/28/2024		  66
18	 GRANGER		  FRANCES (ROZNOVSKY) MARTINKA 	 7/302024		  86
19	 TAYLOR		  IRENE (ZGARBA) PAVLIK			   4/9/2023		  79
22	 WALLIS		  ERICH GABRYS				    6/27/2024		  80
22	 WALLIS		  ELIZABETH (ORSAK) BARTA		  1/14/2024		  92
29	 FRYDEK		  EDITH (PAVLICEK) MLCAK		  4/12/2024		  85
29	 FRYDEK		  DENNIS MLCAK				    3/23/2024		  88
30	 EAST BERNARD	 EVA (HLACINKA) BATLA			   8/27/0204		  82
41	 ELLINGER		  DORIS (KALLUS) LEYENDECJER		  9/10/2023		  89
42	 SEALY			  JANET (ZASKODA) RAPSILVER		  8/13/2024		  76
49	 NEEDVILLE		  HELEN (EBEN) STEFFEY			   8/12/2024		  66
53	 WEID			   ANITA (MOTAL) SCHULTE			  7/14/2024		  82
75	 JOURDANTON	 MARY ANN POLANSKY			   7/30/2024		  89
75	 JOURDANTON	 BARBARA (DYBALA) BRAUNER		  8/8/2024		  84
75	 JOURDANTON	 BEVERLY (RIEBE) KELLER			   8/6/2024		  86
77	 ROSENBERG		  LAVONNE EUGENIA REICHLE		  5/16/2024		  87
93	 AUSTIN		  THERESA (MAXA) PETERSON		  7/9/2024		  72
101	 VICTORIA		  LORRAINE (NESLONY) HEBERT		  7/15/2024		  91
101	 VICTORIA		  RENETTE (RAVEN) ARMFIELD		  9/21/2023		  72
114	 HOUSTON		  ELSIE (TALAFUSE) MOCK			   9/22/2023		  96

2024 CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR SEMINARIANS AND POSTULANTS
KJZT Family Life supports those studying the religious life. Nominate someone who has been 
called to a lifetime of service/vocation in the Catholic Church. They will receive a monetary gift 
from KJZT Family Life in the amount of $50. Complete the form below and mail it to the State 
Office by December 1, 2024.
 

Name of Seminarian/Postulant: ________________________________ of KJZT Society No. _________	
Seminary/College Attending: __________________________________						    
		

Please mail gift to: ___________________________________________________________________________

This Seminarian or Postulant is recommended by: ____________________________________________

Please mail by December 1, 2024 to KJZT Family Life, PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760-8896



Protecting Families. Nurturing Communities.
KJZT Family Life offers: WHOLE LIFE.

Long recognized as one of the most secure financial tools, Whole Life Insurance provides exactly what the name 
implies, life insurance benefit for your entire life.  Coverage remains level and guaranteed (subject to required 

premiums paid) all the way to age 100. KJZT Family Life Whole Life plan members that live past age 100, receive 
a check for the full death benefit if premiums have remained current.  Our Whole Life policy’s guaranteed cash 

values accrue on a tax-favored basis. Whole Life premiums are payable for life, until age 100 or death, whichever 
comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 85 and the minimum face amount is $10,000. 

Other product offerings include:

• Life Paid-up at Age 65 features premiums that cease at age 65 or death, whichever comes first. Issue ages are 
birth to age 55 and the minimum face amount is $10,000.

• 20 Year Pay Life is similarly paid up after only 20 years or death, 
whichever comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 65 and the 

minimum face amount is $10,000.

• 15 Year Pay Life is paid up after only 15 years or death, which-
ever comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 70 and the minimum 

face amount is $10,000.

• Single Premium is a permanent plan of life insurance with a 
single, one-time premium contribution. Issue ages are birth to 

age 85 and the minimum face amount is $5,000.

Contact your local Sales Representative, State Director or the 
State Office at 1-888-253-2338 for more information!

www.kjzt.org


