
  There were 102 Juniors and 36 adults that checked in on Sunday afternoon, June 23rd for Camp Guardian Angel! It was 
held at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Camp was filled with many spiritual and fun activities that included: Daily Holy 
Mass offered by our State Chaplain, Father Jared Cooke, and special guest Father Luke Prihoda. There was Flag Raising 
and prayers in the mornings. Prayers before each meal were led by a different group. This responsibility also gave the 
group the opportunity to be first in line for meals.
  Tim Leihardt spoke to the campers about his experience in the military service. He also spoke about how we should al-
ways respect the U. S. Flag. When it goes by in a parade, to put our hands over our heart for the love of the great country 
we live in.
  The campers also enjoyed a petting zoo with different types of rescued animals. Wendy Syrinek also demonstrated how 
to make homemade noodles. The noodles were used for Chicken Noodle Soup that was enjoyed at Czech Night. 
  A presentation on the Czech Heritage was presented by the 2023 Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen Destiny Holling-
sworth. This included singing, crafts, Czech bingo and other activities pertaining to the Czech Heritage. A Czech Lesson 
was presented by Thadious Polasek from Blinn College. He helped the campers learn the Guardian Angel prayer in the 
Czech language.
  Czech Night, always a favorite, hosted music by The Ennis Czech Boys. The Grand March was led by Denise and Brian 
Leist of Shiner, Texas. There was also a variety of other music that kept the campers happy and dancing away. Snow Cones 
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...continued on page 6
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For over 130 years, we have all come together through the KJZT events 
to keep up the traditions that our mothers and grandmothers passed down 
to us.
  It has meant a lot to me to attend these events and meet so many of our 
members. I always enjoy hearing their stories and memories and seeing 
how much KJZT means to them. I see how important it is to keep these 
traditions going and get our younger generations involved. 
  The last few months have been very busy for KJZT Family Life. I have 
attended many District Socials, Camp Guardian Angel, and Family Funday 
at Splashway Waterpark, and I am so excited to see the loyalty that our 
members have. All of our events have had such a wonderful attendance. 

  Another big and important role KJZT plays is what we give back to our parishes and communities. Whether  
this is by volunteering at various events, holding sales and collections, or making donations we have always 
stepped up where it is needed. It is always so great to see what our members do in their community. I am 
very proud to say in the last year KJZT members have amassed over 30,000 volunteer hours. 
  At the State Office, our members are our number one priority and very important to us. We want to make 
sure you are given the best service. Please give us a call to review your existing life insurance and annuity 
certificates. If you or someone you know is interested or can benefit from everything we offer here at KJZT 
Family Life, please let us know, and we will have a dedicated agent get in touch with you. 
  I hope everyone had a fun and safe summer, and I would like to wish all our junior members and college 
students a great and successful school year.  

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO
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KJZT Family Life Attends 
Historical Presidential Visit KJZT Family Life Presents CEF Donation

The Czech Republic President paid a visit to the 
Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center in La 
Grange, TX on July 13, 2024. He also visited Du-
bina Church, and Kreische Brewery & Monument 
Hill State Historic Sites on a Harley Davidson!
Pictured (L to R) are Czech Republic President Petr Pavel, 
KJZT President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, and KJZT State Co-
ordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

KJZT Family Life presented a check to the Bishop 
of the Austin Diocese. This money was collected 
through the KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund. This is 
an Educational Fund set up for the benefit of students 
studying for the Priesthood. This year’s collection to-
taled 
Pictured (L to R) are State Directors Joy Kovar and Helen Metzer, 
Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

This Mockery Begs for a Response - from All of Us
KJZT Family, 
Peace and blessings to you all. I pray that this summer has been fairly relaxing and fruitful and that y’all have all 
been staying as cool as possible. It has been a jam packed one for me and I feel like I haven’t been this busy in my 
life, but it has all indeed been a good busy. The new semester here at Texas State University is just around the corner 
and as my team prepares to welcome the masses of students back, we have been reflecting on all the blessings from 
this past (school) year. I pray that you can spend some dedicated time to do the same and look back on all your recent 
blessings as well.
  With that, I also felt very convicted to share just a few encouraging thoughts, slightly forceful though they may 
sound, regarding something that we as a world collective experienced just a few weeks ago. I was absolutely appalled 
at what we were all subjected to at the Opening Ceremony of the Olympics just a few weeks back — if you missed it, 
count your blessings, if you didn’t I am so sorry. The silver lining is that it brought the over 2 Billion Catholics and 
Christians together, mostly in one big united front against the disgusting mockery that we witnessed - namely mock-
ing the Last Supper in the hub of Paris, France.  

  I wonder to myself, why is it never Allah? Why not Buddha? Why not any of the other 30 million other Hindu gods? Why is it always JESUS? Time and time 
and time and time again. Brothers and sisters, there comes a point where we have to admit the obvious. Why is it Christ that they always specifically choose to 
mock? Isn’t it obvious? Satan rules this world. Jesus says so Himself. I remind you that Satan is real and guess what, he is running out of time! That’s why you see 
the mockery literally everywhere and please hear me when I say, the blatant mockery and disrespect of our Lord and Savior is not by accident. There are only so 
many more times that Christ will be mocked before He says ENOUGH! Before He comes back and pours out his judgement! Here’s the thing — Jesus is not go-
ing to force a relationship with you or anyone and He is not going to force you or anyone to accept Him, but what He will do is continue lovingly and persistently 
pursuing us. He will also continue warning us of what is to come. The message will of course continue to fall on the world’s deaf ears, but for us Catholics and all 
Christians around the world, I pray that it’s received with humility and urgency and not just received, but actually acted upon! My brothers and sisters - DO NOT 
BE SHAMED INTO SILENCE. We as Catholics, we as Christians need to have confidence in our faith and in our Lord. Remember that at Baptism, you were 
marked with an indelible mark. Don’t hide it! Don’t cover it up! Push back on the blatant mockery. 
  Pope Benedict XVI told us emphatically - “We must not remain silent before evil!” 
  Pope John Paul II said words worth repeating in this moment, “France, the eldest daughter of the Church, what have you done with your Baptism?” I think he 
extends that same question to us.
  I finally leave you with this powerful message from the late great Archbishop Sheen who said —“the refusal to take sides on great moral issues is itself a decision. 
It is a silent acquiescence to evil. The tragedy of our time is that those who still believe in honesty lack fire and conviction, while those who believe in dishonesty 
are full of passionate conviction.” 

In Christ,
Fr. Jared Cooke 
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O, Lord. Give us the strength to not worry about things we cannot O, Lord. Give us the strength to not worry about things we cannot 
control. Guide us in developing a sense of appreciation.control. Guide us in developing a sense of appreciation.

We look up to you for motivation.We look up to you for motivation.
Keep our mind at peace and help us prevent it from wandering off.Keep our mind at peace and help us prevent it from wandering off.

Shelter us in your glory. In Jesus we trust. Amen. Shelter us in your glory. In Jesus we trust. Amen. 

Back to School Prayer



Page 4 KJZT Family Life Journal July/August 2024

  No one likes to talk about or even think about Life Insurance but if your fam-
ily depends on you, don’t put it off any longer. Provide yourself with peace of 
mind, knowing your family is financially prepared for the future. 
  The cost of Life Insurance can vary, depending on your AGE, HEALTH, TYPE 
OF COVERAGE and AMOUNT OF COVERAGE. Don’t let that discourage 
you, let us help. 
Whole Life can be the financial tool to help secure the future needs of loved 
ones. The insurance provides insurance benefit for your entire life. 
Issue ages 0-85/minimum face amount $10,000
   OTHER TYPES OF WHOLE LIFE WE OFFER AT KJZT FAMILY LIFE:
15 Year Pay, whole life option, paid up after only 15 years or death, whichever 
comes first. Issue age 0-70/minimum face amount $10,000
20 Year Pay, whole life option, paid up after 20 years or death, whichever 
comes first. Issue age 0-65/minimum face amount $10,000
Paid Up at Age 65, whole life with premiums that cease at age 65 or death, 
whichever comes first. Issue age 0-55/minimum face amount $10,000
Single Premium whole life, with a one-time premium contribution.
Issue age 0-85/minimum face amount $5,000
  At KJZT Family Life, we also offer Term Insurance and Tax Deferred An-
nuities for your financial needs. Complete a Connect Card and let one of our 
trained agents visit you or your family today. Agents are trained and ready to 
serve you and your family’s needs. 
  For over 130 years, KJZT Family Life has provided protection with excellent 
and affordable products. At KJZT Family Life we strive to serve our members 
with the best options available when planning your future. All our products are 
affordable and easy.
  Contact an agent in your area or the State Office for more information. 

Are you financially prepared 
for the future?

By Deborah Kaspar and Joan Johnson, Fraternal Field Managers

Congratulations to our Contest Winners!Congratulations to our Contest Winners!
June Sales -  

Sheila Williams

July Sales -  
Tina Sylvester

2nd Quarter Sales -  
Tina Sylvester

2nd Quarter Society -  
130 Georgetown

Spring into Summer -  
John McDermott

2nd Quarter Connect -  
Janice Marak

of 11 West

Featured Agent: Sandy Adamcik

How many years have you been an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
4 years

What area of Texas are you located? 
I live in Sunnyvale, which is the easternmost 
city in Dallas County.

What made you want to become an Agent 
for KJZT Family Life? 
After I retired from a Broker-Dealer Financial Advisor Company I decided to 
put my insurance license and knowledge to good use.     

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
While working for the Broker Dealer I learned the importance of not only sav-
ing for retirement and growing your portfolio, but you must also plan for the 
short-term issues that may occur in the event of a loss of income to maintain 
your family’s well-being. Everyone wants to protect their families and Insurance 
can play a big part in doing that. Term Insurance for instance is a great tool to 
protect your family for a certain amount of time say 25-30 years. It’s affordable 
and after the kids are grown, you’re not as worried about maintaining your cur-
rent lifestyle.

Then on the other hand everyone needs to plan on paying for your funeral. 
Funeral expenses are not cheap. Whole Life Insurance is a protection plan that 
can just be taken out to cover a person’s burial at the time of their death. That 
is also a comfort for family members to know when you die, they can afford to 
pay for your funeral.

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
I have been a KJZT member for 70 years as my grandparents purchased a 1,000 
whole life policy for me at 6 months old.  (That’s what grandparents did back 
then to make sure you became a member.) But my favorite memories began 
when the Dallas Society started a KJZT Youth Group. It was led by Mildred 
Gallia and my Mom and Dad (Raymond and Evelyn Dlabaj) were the assistant 
leaders. We had meetings, swim parties, gatherings and camp outs at state parks. 
OMG, that’s where I met some of my life long best friends to this day.

In fact, we were thinking of starting a new KJZT youth group in the Dallas 
area if we find there is enough interest.  If you have a child or grandchild 
that would be interested, please contact me and we will see if there is enough 
to start one. My number is 972-742-8086 and my email address is sandy.
adamcik@tx.rr.com.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Who needs life insurance today?
Anyone who’s gonna die!  Don’t leave your family in a position to have to pay 
mega bucks for your funeral.  The younger you are the cheaper it is.
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Featured Agent: Joyce Kurtz: 

How many years have you been an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
42 years

What area of Texas are you located? 
South Central: Shiner, Moulton, Hallettsville, 
Sweet Home, Yoakum

What made you want to become an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
I wanted to share with my family and friends the benefit of purchasing life 
insurance from a Fraternal that is member-owned. Plus, all the extra benefits 
KJZT offers to its members. I’m a 4th generation member.

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
Because the cost of living is constantly rising and when you pass you don’t want 
to leave loved ones in debt paying your bill after you are gone.

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
Being an active Junior and serving on the BOD for 10 years. Started and served 
as Junior Director for my local Society No. 12 Sweet Home Juniors. Served as 
coordinator for our Historical Marker unveiling celebration in Yoakum, TX, 
where our Historical Marker is erected.

Who needs life insurance today?
Everyone. Newborns to aged adults. No one knows what tomorrow holds so be 
prepared!! Protect your loved ones.

Calendar of Events
September 2
The State Office will be closed in observance of Labor Day.

September 8
Happy Grandparents Day!

September 8
The Annual Homecoming Picnic will be held in Marak at SS Cyril and Metho-
dius Church (7 miles NW of Cameron, FM Rd 2269). Mass at 10:15 a.m. Plates 
will be served at 11 a.m. Meal tickets $15 each. Games begin at 11:30 a.m. En-
tertainment by Praha Brothers from 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. at the Vrazel Polka 
Band Memorial Pavilion. There will be a raffle drawing, and an auction at 2:30 
p.m. inside the air-conditioned hall. Entertainment for the entire family!

September 22
Celebrate Slavic Heritage in Houston, TX! The 2024 Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
Slavic Heritage Festival will be held from 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. at the Northside Co-
lumbus Hall at 607 E. Whitney Drive, Houston, TX 77022 (formerly KC Hall). 
Admission is $5. Free for kids under 5.

October 18-19
The Heritage Fest & Muziky will be held at the Texas Czech Heritage and 
Cultural Center in La Grange. Watch their website for more information as the 
event nears.
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23. $25 Amazon Gift Card – Abbott Society No. 104
	 Angelina Castanon – Palacios, Texas – Palacios Society No. 126
24. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Richwood Society No. 147
	 Ava Garza, Lake Jackson, Texas – Richwood Society No. 147
25. $25 HEB Gift Card – Hostyn Society No. 21
	 Nancy Matejka – Damon Society No. 85
26. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Damon Society No. 85
	 Danielle Prihoda, Damon, Texas – Damon Society No. 85

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Junior Division Raffle Winners
Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to everyone who 

helped the Juniors by purchasing a ticket!
1. $500 Visa Gift Card – State Directors & Officers
	 Tiffany Alley – Palacios Society No. 126
2. $100 Visa Gift Card – State Directors & Officers
	 Veronica Hrozek – Marak Society No. 21
3. $100 H.E.B. Gift Card – Granger Society No. 18
	 Ashley Martinka, Bartlett Texas – Taft Society No. 118
4. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Taft Society No. 118
	 Donna Cooper, Ennis, Texas – Ennis Society No. 16
5. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Wallis Society No. 22
	 Claudette & Darrell Demel, Hallettsville, Texas – Shiner Society No. 5 
6. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Marak Society No. 21
	 Diana Jurena, Sweet Home, Texas – Sweet Home Society No. 12
7. $50 H.E.B. Gift Card – Shiner Society No. 5
	 Gamble Family, Ennis, Texas – Ennis Society No. 16
8. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Palacios No. 126
	 Ben & Kim Polasek, Taft, Texas – Taft Society No. 118
9. $50 Visa Gift Card – Smithville Society No. 69
	 Deanna Smith – Ennis Society No. 16
10. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Bryan Society No. 6
	 Martha Duarte, Temple, Texas – Taft Society No. 118    
11. $50 Visa Gift Card – Freeport Society No. 115
	 Edith Vaculin – Marak Society No. 21
12. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Praha Society No. 4
	 Autumn Garza, Lake Jackson, Texas – Richwood Society No. 147
13. $50 Visa Gift Card – West Society No. 11
	 Levi Moore, Ennis, Texas – Ennis Society No. 16
14. $50 HEB Gift Card – Dubina Society No. 7
	 Jacie Blumberg – Damon Society No. 85                   
15. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Moulton Society No. 14
	 Jeff Johnson, Ennis, Texas – Ennis Society No. 16
16. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Ennis Society No. 16
	 Thomas & Julie Motyka, Cameron, Texas - Marak Society No. 21
17. $50 Visa Gift Card – Anne Wick, Jr. Co-Ordinator
	 Josh Ruffin, Ennis, Texas – Ennis Society No. 16
18. $50 Amazon Gift Card – Needville Society No. 49
	 Andy Littlejohn – Marak Society No. 21
19. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Sweet Home Society No. 12
	 Hattie Olle, Moulton, Texas – Moulton Society No. 14
20. Painted Picture – Damon Society No. 85
	 Catherine Castanon – Palacios Society No. 126
21. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Bryan Society No. 6
	 Charles Rother, Shiner, Texas – Moulton Society No. 14
22. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Sweet Home Jr. Society No. 12
	 Theresa Zetka, Smithville, Texas – Smithville Society No. 69

  About a month ago the juniors, along with their 
adult counselors, had the opportunity to experi-
ence KJZT’s Camp Guardian Angel! It was a very 
enjoyable event. The dates for next year’s Camp 
are already set. They will be Sunday, June 22nd 
thru Wednesday, June 25th, 2025, at Camp Kube-
na in Ledbetter, Texas. Now would be a good time 
to start making plans if you are planning to attend.  
There will be a Junior Division Raffle so that the 
junior will be able to sell the tickets to help defray 

their cost of camp. Donations for the Junior Raffle are needed, so please let me 
know if you are interested in donating an item. 
  Most of our District Socials have been held, but there are a few more scheduled 
this year. For those coming up, please encourage everyone to attend and partici-
pate. Looking forward to seeing you all there. The youth that participate in the 
fraternal activities not only have the benefit of having life insurance, but they 
also have many other benefits with KJZT. They have the benefit of participating 
in other activities with us such as spiritual, community service and fundraisers 
qualifying them for a scholarship, which are very much needed today. 
  Everyone is welcomed to join our fraternal and participate in our program. Let 
us know if there is someone interested in becoming a member or would like to 
start a new junior society. Someone at KJZT Family Life will be happy to help 
you. You can reach me at annewick@gmail.com or (979) 263-5317.
  Thank you to all the juniors for their participation in the KJZT Family Life 
activities held so far this year and GOOD LUCK to all of you going back to 
school. 

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
PATRONESS OF OUR ORGANIZATION, 

PRAY FOR US!

and a variety of snacks were served with the Chicken Noodle Soup.
  Over the three days, the campers participated in camp activities that included: 
Beaded Bracelet-Making, Leather crafts, Pond and Pool Swimming, High and 
Low Ropes, Canoeing, a BB Range, Archery, Hayride, making Smores, Games, 
and of course playing under the Pavilion. Camp Guardian Angel turned out to 
be great as always.  

...continued from page 1, by State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick
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Observing Flag DayObserving Flag Day
125 Houston
Mayor Kevin Cole

Mayor Kevin Cole joined Society No. 125 in signing the Proclama-
tion for National Flag Day. After the signing, Mayor Cole read to 
the members some interesting facts about our flag. Members and 
social members enjoyed a delicious lunch and fellowship at the 
home of Marie and Al Stryk.
Pictured (L to R seated) are Evelyn Maresh, Betty Janecek, Mar-
gie Perry, Mason Hongsermeier, Mayor Kevin Cole, Madison 
Hongsermeier, Bernice Matusek, Caroline Williamson, Gabrielle 
Gabler, and Kathy Yeates (social member). Pictured (L to R stand-
ing) are Helen Blakenberg, Jennifer Hongsermeier, JoAnn Stasny, 
Helen Kainer, Donna Wilcox, Joyce Chunda, John Chunda (social 
member), Ralph Zann (social member), and Al Stryk (social mem-
ber). Photo by Casey Hongsermeier

31 La Grange
Mayor Jan Dockery

Pictured (L to R seated) are Rose Recek, Mayor Dockery, and 
Phyllis Chavarria. Pictured (L to R standing) are Secretary Marilyn 
Kothmann, State Director Joy Kovar, Doris Lidiak, Vice President 
Nicole Ramirez, and Treasurer Barbara Eilert. Photo by President 
Elizabeth Kallus.

101 Victoria
County Judge Ben Zeller

Pictured are Irene Brosch, County Judge Ben Zeller, Evelyn Dier-
lam, and Carolyn Nevlud.

47 Industry
Mayor Mable Meyer

KJZT Society No. 47 Industry held their Flag Day ceremony on 
June 9, 2024, after the 8:00 am Mass at the Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church in Industry, Texas. 
Pictured are Mayor Mable Meyer, with Veterans, and Parish mem-
bers as the mayor signed and read the proclamation to the gath-
ering. Everyone gathered then recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
together. Coffee and donuts were served and enjoyed by all.

5 Shiner and 53 Wied
Mayor Fred Hilscher

Pictured (L to R seated) are Rita Kurtz, Mayor Fred Hilscher, and 
Mary Ann Stock. Pictured (L to R standing) are Nancy Hodges, 
Anita Grabarkievtz, Allison Nieto, Monica Peters, and Helen 
Janak.

2 Hallettsville, 3 St. Mary’s and 44 Moravia
County Judge Keith Mudd

Pictured (L to R) are Ruth Rouse, Jennifer Janik, Dorothy Schnei-
der, and Mary Jo Bludau (all of St. Mary’s); Judge Mudd (seated); 
Dorothy Henke (Moravia); and Renee Hardt, Mary Ann Pavliska, 
and Mary Ann Janca (all of Hallettsville).

23 Hostyn
Fayette County Judge Dan Mueller

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Faldyn, Judge Mueller, and Lillian Kal-
lus.

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline is 
September 18th. Please send photos and stories 

by email to info@kjzt.org 
or by mail to: Catherine Sylvester, Editor 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760



18 Granger
Mayor Monica Stojanik

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Henrietta Hajda, Mayor Monica 
Stojanik, Treasurer Sharon Steglich, and Gunter Steglich.

11 West
Mayor David Pratka

Pictured (L to R in front) are Brailey Hackett, Theresa Plsek, Lil-
lian Bohannon, Chris Doskocil, Dolores Sykora, Mary Kallus and 
Joyce Nors. Pictured (L to R) standing are Benjamin, Tim and 
Samuel Nors, Caleb Gerik, Mary Ann Stone, Marisa Lander-
Kapavik, Sylvia Marek, Zachary Gerik, Mayor David Pratka, Ja-
cob Divin, Beatrice Nors, Diana Blakley, Melissa Gerik, Maverick 
Plsek and Stephanie Matous, State Director.

48 Cameron
Milam County Pct. 2 Commissioner James Denman

Pictured (L to R) are Marcia Zemanek, Rev. Jim Chamberlain, 
State Director Helen Metzer, Milam County Pct. 2 Commission-
er James Denman, Ann Krenek, Mary Ann Seaton, and Bettie 
Pagach.
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21 Marak Adults and Juniors
Mayor Nathan Fuchs

Pictured standing are Debbie Vansa, Judy Vaculin, Lindsey Vacu-
lin, and Irene Kalfus. Pictured sitting is Mayor Nathan Fuchs. 

Pictured are Juniors and leaders of Marak (standing) including 
Lindsey Vaculin, Jett Vaculin, Tessa Vaculin, Adison Dach, Debbie 
Vansa and Irene Kalfus. Pictured sitting is Mayor Nathan Fuchs. 

104 Abbott Juniors
Mayor Anthony Pustejovsky

Junior members met with Mayor Anthony Pustejovsky of Abbott 
as he signed the KJZT Flag Day Proclamation. Afterward, Juniors 
placed flags in front of the fire department in downtown Abbott.

41 Ellinger
Mayor Matt Mikulenka

Pictured are Society members with Mayor Mikulenka.

30 East Bernard
Mayor Lance Rejsek

Pictured (L to R) are Society Treasurer Donna Vacek, Mayor 
Lance Rejsek and Society Secretary Julia Kubes.

24 Ammannsville
Mayor Connie Koopmann

Pictured are Society members Megan Bartos and Treasurer Nan-
cy Srubar with Mayor Koopmann.

Find us on Facebook and Instagram 
@kjztfamilylife for updates on Events, 

News, and Society Activities!



10 Fayetteville
Mayor Mike Stroup

Pictured (L to R) are Violet Krenek, member, Fayetteville Mayor 
Mike Stroup, Rose Rohde, Secretary, and Helen Wied, VP.

85 Damon Adults and Juniors

The Society commemorated Flag Day at Mass. Carol Buchta led 
the opening and Corey Alvear read what Flag Day meant.
Pictured are members and parishioners.

115 Freeport
Mayor Calvin Shiflet, City Council members Joe Lo-
pez, Nicole Maddox, and Erik Aguilar.

Pictured (L to R) are Council member Joe Lopez, Jimmy Mikes-
Liason, Cynthia Grandjean-Secretary, presenting to Mayor Calvin 
Shiflet, Kathy Wishert-President, and Council Members Nicole 
Maddox and Erik Aguilar.

69 Smithville
Mayor Sharon Forrester

Pictured (L to R in front) are State Director Joy Kovar, member 
Carmen Hoskins, Mayor of Smithville Sharon Forrester, and Pres-
ident Kathy Karisch. Pictured (L to R in back) are VFW members 
Stephen Barthelme and Trish Kubena, and Vice-President Betty 
Blaha.

27 Caldwell
Mayor Janice Easter

Pictured (L to R) are Janet Hennigan, Mayor Janice Easter, and 
Mary Harris.

49 Needville
Mayor Chad Nesvadba

Pictured in front are Shirley Kaminski, Vivian Jedlicka, Mayor 
Chad Nesvadba, Olga Anders, Cindy Valchar (in back), Jailyn 
Webb, and a City Councilmember. Pictured behind Mayor Nes-
vadba is two more council members of the city.
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130 Georgetown
Flag Day Festivities

Pictured are Society members and officers at the Proclamation 
presentation by President Mary K Marusak.

4 Praha and 20 Cistern
Commissioner Harvey Berckenhoff

Pictured (L to R) are Praha President Georgia Cerny, Phyllis 
Teykl, Praha Treasurer Pat Masek, Praha Secretary Nancy Jasek, 
Cistern Secretary/Treasurer Grace Vinklarek, and Cistern Presi-
dent Betty Danner.

14 Moulton
Mayor Craig Hughes

Pictured seated are State Director Tracey Gearson, Mayor Craig 
Hughes, and Jennifer Machacek. Pictured standing are Angeline 
Jalufka, Rebecca Braeuer, and Mary Ann Rother.
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KJZT Sponsors Family Retreat
KJZT was a sponsor of the RED-C Apostolate Family Retreat held in Waco. 
KJZT also had a table with promotional items. 

Pictured (L to R) are Sales Agent Theresa Plsek, Fraternal Field Manager Joan Johnson, and State 

KJZT Members Attend Eucharistic Congress
The 10th National Eucharistic Congress was held July 17-21, 2024 in India-
napolis, Indiana. This was a historic event as the Congress has not met in 83 
years! There were sessions with 100+ speakers and musicians, an expo, exhib-
its, Masses held, time set aside for Confessions and Adoration and more!

Pictured are Kim Polasek, Irene Nohavitza, State Director Betty Vacek, and Janet Holub.

Czech Heritage Society Sponsors
Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Pageant

Allison Pustejovsky was 
recently crowned the 2024-
25 CHS Miss Texas Czech-
Slovak Junior Queen. The 
youth royalty pageant is 
sponsored by the Czech 
Heritage Society of Texas 
and was held on June 29 in 
New Taiton, Texas. Allison 
represented the McLen-
nan-Hill Chapter of CHS 
during the pageant. She is 
an active junior member of 
Abbott Society #104. 
Article and photo submitted by 
Molly Gerik.
Pictured is Allison Pustejovsky.

KJZT Helps With Czech-Slovak Pageant
The 22nd Annual Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen Pageant and 2nd Annual 
CHS Youth Royalty Pageant 2024 was held and hosted by Wharton County 
Czech Heritage Society. KJZT Family Life State Coordinator of Junior Activi-
ties, Anne Wick, was asked to help judge this event with her great knowledge of 
the Czech heritage and culture.

Pictured above is State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick with KJZT members who attended 
and participated in the Queen’s contest.

Other News



Pins: 50-Year Membership and 100% Family
Above: At left pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, 50-year pin recipient Olga Anders of 
49 Needville, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester. Above: At right pictured (L to R) are President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester, 100% Family pin recipient Elizabeth Prikryl of 77 Rosenberg, and State 
Director Kathy Wishert.
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The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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Junior Society: 22 Wallis
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Rebecca Colson, Stephaniah Phillips, As-
sistant Junior Director Joleen Phillips, and Junior Director Eileen Parks.

District News
District VIII Social

  On Saturday, June 8, 2024, KJZT Society No. 42 Sealy hosted the District VIII 
Social. It was held at the Immaculate Conception Center in Sealy. A total of 52 
adult and junior members, and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Kathy 
Wishert, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal Field 
Manager Joan Johnson.
  Hosting local Society officers were Society Chaplain Father Moré, President 
Arlene Cloyd, Vice-President Jeanette Klekar, Secretary Alan Cloyd, Treasurer 
Lorene Berckenhoff and Junior Director Lari Samford.
  A Memorial service was held for 39 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each ju-
nior member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program 
and those who won in the junior craft contest received their awards. A spe-
cial announcement was made about the 2024 KJZT Junior Scholarship winner. 
Congratulations was given to the recipient, Rebecca Colson of Society No. 22 
Wallis. 
  More guests that spoke at the event were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, 
State Director Kathy Wishert, and Fraternal Field Manager Joan Johnson.
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Status 
Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 22 Wallis, 29 Frydek, 30 East Bernard, 
42 Sealy, 49 Needville, and 85 Damon.

KJZT Junior Scholarship Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Junior member Rebecca Colson, and State 
Director Kathy Wishert.

Pins: 75-Year Membership
Above: At left pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Clarice (Knesek) Lane of 22 
Wallis, and State Director Kathy Wishert. Above: At right pictured (L to R) are Mary Jane Tydlacka 
of 29 Frydek, State Director Kathy Wishert, Filothea Eschenburg of 29 Frydek, and President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester.
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Fraternal Status Award: 22 Wallis
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Eileen Parks, Adela Wadephul, Eugenia 
Kulhanek, Mary Kulhanek, State Director Kathy Wishert, Joleen Phillips, and John Wadephul.

Fraternal Status Award: 30 East Bernard
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Julia Kubes, and State Director Kathy 
Wishert.

Fraternal Status Award: 49 Needville
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Vivian Jedlicka, Jeanette McDaniel, Olga 
Anders, State Director Kathy Wishert, Shirley Kaminski, and Cindy Valchar.

District News

Fraternal Status Award: 29 Frydek
Pictured (L to R) are Filothea Eschenburg, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Maxine Rudloff, and 
State Director Kathy Wishert.

Fraternal Status Award: 42 Sealy
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Jeanette Klekar, and State Director Kathy 
Wishert.

Fraternal Status Award: 85 Damon
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Carol Buchta, and State Director Kathy 
Wishert.



Page 16 KJZT Family Life Journal July/August 2024

75-Year Membership Pin Recipient; Junior Pledge Recitation
At left: Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, pin recipient Marcy Krieger and 
State Director Stephanie Matous. Mrs. Krieger accepted her and her sister’s 75-year membership 
pins. At right: Pictured (L to R) are Junior members of hosting Society No. 104 Abbott, including Al-
lison Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, and Will Gerik.

District News
District X Social

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Theresa Plsek for 11 West, Melody Rejcek 
for 16 Ennis, Janice Otto for 45 Tours, Jeanette Urbanovsky for 104 Abbott, Janet Smith Presley for 
108 Dallas, and State Director Stephanie Matous.

  On Saturday, July 21, 2024, KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott hosted the District 
X Social. It was held at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in Ab-
bott.  A total of 108 members and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Steph-
anie Matous, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal 
Field Manager Joan Johnson.
  Hosting local Society officers were Society Chaplain Father Thomas Jones, 
President Jeanette Urbanovsky, Vice-President Katherine Pustejovsky, Secre-
tary Frances Pustejovsky, Treasurer Joanie Pustejovsky and Junior Director 
Molly Gerik.
  A Memorial service was held for 39 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of Ju-
nior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each junior 
member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program and 
those who won in the junior craft contest received their awards. 
  More guests that spoke at the event were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, 
State Director Stephanie Matous, and Fraternal Field Manager Joan Johnson.
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Status 
Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 11 West, 16 Ennis, 45 Tours, 104 Abbott 
and 108 Dallas.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are Marie Traywick, Joan Davila, Helen Kocian, Dolores Volcik, Betty Prachyl, Linda 
Bole, Frances Pustejovsky, Janet Presley, and Linda Walker Prachyl.

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary
Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise, for all life and all 
holiness come from you. In the plan of your wisdom, she who bore the 

Christ in her womb, was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in 
heaven. May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness and join in 
her hymn of endless love and praise. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Tonya Plsek of 11 West, Lillian of 11 West, 
and State Director Stephanie Matous.
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Junior Society: 104 Abbott
Pictured (L to R in front) are Samuel Kolar, Thomas Kolar, and Juliet Lucas. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Ryan Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Molly Gerik, Molly Lucas, Joel Lucas, Madison 
Lucas, State Director Stephanie Matous, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

Junior Society: 16 Ennis
Pictured are MacKenzie Tobola, Easton Ruffin, Beckham Ruffin, Madi Matous, Tinsley Tobola, Lucas 
Matous, Samuel Waedekin, Titus Waedekin, Junior Director Brianna Waedekin, Genevieve Wae-
dekin, Quinn Rhodes, Carsyn Rhodes, Jake Ruffin, Hudson Ruffin, State Director Stephanie Matous, 
and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

Junior Society: 11 West
Pictured (L to R) are Nicole Enders, Caleb Gerik, Junior Director Melissa Gerik, Colton Enders, 
Assistant Junior Director Theresa Plsek, State Director Stephanie Matous and State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick.

District III Social
  On Sunday, July 30, 2024, KJZT Society No. 17 Nada hosted the District III 
Social. It was held at the St. Mary’s Church Family Life Center in Nada.  A total 
of 36 members and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester and State Director 
Joy Kovar. Hosting local Society officers were Father Peter, President Sandy 
Wishert, Vice-President Linda Popp, Secretary Cathy Leopold, and Treasurer 
Leona Brzozowski.
  A Memorial service was held for 11 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Membership pins were awarded to 
those recipients that were present. Status Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 
10 Fayetteville, 17 Nada, 41 Ellinger, and 47 Industry.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, Julie Kenjura for 47 Industry, Mary Vrazel for 41 El-
linger, Rose Rohde for 10 Fayetteville, Sandy Wishert for 17 Nada, and President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester.

Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, pin recipient Catherine Leopold, pin recipi-
ent Irene Skuca, and State Director Joy Kovar.
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ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families are invited to 
attend.  We would love for you to come join us for fellowship with 

your fellow KJZT members!

September 8th - District II: Hosted by #24 Ammannsville
September 29th - District IV: Hosted by #40 Poth 

October 13th - District XI/XII: Hosted by #15 Corn Hill

District Socials are for you! 

District V Social
  On Sunday, July 28, 2024, KJZT Society No. 31 La Grange hosted the District 
V Social. It was held at the Msgr. Harry Mazurkiewicz Parish Center in La 
Grange.  A total of 61 members and guests were in attendance.
  Special guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Joy 
Kovar, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and Fraternal Field 
Manager Deborah Kaspar. Hosting local Society officers were Society Chaplain 
Father Chris Smith, President Elizabeth Kallus, Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, 
and Treasurer Barbara Eilert.
  A Memorial service was held for 12 members of the District who had passed 
away since the last District Social was held. Afterward, State Coordinator of Ju-
nior Activities Anne Wick recognized the junior members present. Each junior 
member received a gift card for their participation in the Junior Program. 
  Membership pins were awarded to those recipients that were present. Status 
Fraternal Certificates were awarded to 20 Cistern, 23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, 65 
Holman, and 69 Smithville.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Betty Danner for 20 Cistern, Lillian Kallus 
for 23 Hostyn, Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, Ann Marie Dobecka for 65 Holman, Katherine 
Karisch for 69 Smithville and State Director Joy Kovar.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Edna Psencik, Patricia Simons, Rose Ma-
rie Scholtz, and State Director Joy Kovar.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, Carolyn Chovanec, Marilyn Chovanec, and President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District V Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Paisley Guentert, Dawsyn 
Guentert, Harper Guentert, Rachel Guentert holding Bodie Guentert and Lily Sylvester.
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Junior News

Ennis juniors and their fami-
lies were invited to a Swim 

Party co-hosted by KJZT #16 and KJT #35. 

Juniors pictured are (front) Rowan Vrana, Jovie Vrana, Graham 
Liska, and Beckham Ruffin; (middle) Tracen Tobola, Tinsley Tobo-
la, Marley Lytle, Samantha Waedekin, Adelynn Liska, Ella Vrana, 
Carsyn Rhodes holding Nora Mikula; (back) Kade Gamble, Kale 
Vrana, Quinn Rhodes, Lucas Matous, Madi Matous, Hudson Ruf-
fin, Kacie Gamble, and Kelsey Gamble.

Pictured is swimming time!

16 Ennis

The Abbott Juniors recently 
sponsored a food drive to 

benefit the food pantry at Hillsboro Interfaith Min-
istries. A total of 341 pounds of food was collected, 
valued at $852.50. They also collected $545 in mon-
etary donations for the food pantry.

Pictured are Abbott Juniors

104 Abbott West Juniors sponsored the Bin-
go at the Church of The

Assumption Parish Picnic which was held on Sun-
day, August 11, 2024 at the K.C. Hall. A total of 
$475.00 was made and the State Office will match it 
by 50% ($237.50) so a total of $712.50 will be given 
to the Church of the Assumption.

Pictured are Sam Nors, Ben Nors, Nicole Enders, Isaiah Locke, 
Caleb Gerik, Colton Enders, Zachary Gerik, Caitlyn Divin and Ju-
nior Director Melissa Gerik.

11 West

The third annual Czech Catholic Foundation of 
Texas (CCFT) Youth Essay Contest is open and in-
vites 11th or 12th grade students who are members 
of CCFT, KJZT, or KJT to compete. Membership 
in the CCFT is not required for an essay submis-
sion. CCFT has established $1,200 in awards and 
a one-year CCFT membership. Winning essays will 
be published in the CCFT newsletter and CCFT 
website. Full acknowledgment of authorship will be 
given.

Please contact Carol Filer, CCFT Secretary, at cfil-
er05@aol.com or ccftsecretary@gmail.com or 512-
658-3409 for information on the essay topic, writing 
guidelines/rules, criteria, and submission details.  
Deadline for submitting an essay is September 16, 
2024.  We encourage you to request information ear-
ly to allow time for completing groundwork, writ-
ing, and submission.

Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas 
Announces its Annual 
Youth Essay Contest

No Address Listed
To continue to serve our members, we 
will be printing the names for which 
we do not have addresses on file. 
These lists will be printed by 

Society. If you know a person named 
on the list, please let them know we 
need to get in touch. As always, the 
State Office can be reached at 1-888-
253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

42 SEALY
RILEIGH G DINGES
HAYDEN C DINGES

KINLEIGH M DINGES
HALEIGH M DINGES

43 GANADO
BELA KASPAR

45 TOURS
SHANA R VOCHOSKA
COURTNEY ROBISON

JASON HARD
WARD R MEADOR IV

WYNN L REGAN

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
DOROTHY ARNONE

JOYCE E HELLMANN
JOSEPHINE MCCOLLUM

PATRICIA KENNERLY
LINDA BODIE

BEVERLY ANN HONSON
CAROLINE A NEELY

MARILYN MIRABELLA
JULIA E MYERS

MARY ANN GREENE
SHARON A LOESCH

CYNTHIA SHEPHERD
PATRICIA M ORY

SANDRA K GOULETTE
RUTH MARIE WEST

BETTY JACKSON
GERALDINE A RICHARDSON
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Society News
On June 7, 2024, the Soci-
ety made a monetary do-

nation to Meals on Wheels.

Pictured seated (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Fa-
ther Maison, and Jennifer Machacek. Pictured standing (L to R) 
are Angeline Jalufka, Rebecca Braeuer, and Mary Ann Rother.

14 Moulton

Society adult and junior mem-
bers presented the staff at St. 

John Nepomucene a gift of snacks in appreciation 
for all they do for the parish. 

Pictured amongst some of the church staff are Juniors Hudson 
and Beckham Ruffin.

16 Ennis

The Society 
sponsored the 

Surprise Package Booth at the parish picnic held on 
Father’s Day. 

Pictured are Vice President Clara Christ and President Gloria 
Miksch getting ready for customers.

24 Ammannsville

On June 9th, the Society do-
nated new flags to St. Cyril 

& Methodius Catholic Church in Cistern. Breakfast 
of sausage wraps, hot dogs, sweet rolls and fruit was 
served after a brief flag raising ceremony.  
  In honor of Father’s Day, June 16th, the Society 
gave out cookies to all dads after Mass at St. Cyril 
and Methodius Catholic Church in Cistern.  

Pictured at left are Patrick Vinklarek and Charles Vinklarek raising the 
flags. Pictured at right are Pat Lyons selecting a pack of cookies 
from the basket held by Lilly Vinklarek.

20 Cistern

The Society made a 
donation to St. Vincent 

de Paul.

69 Smithville

Pictured is Carol Buchta 
helping serve the senior citi-

zen meal on Join Hands Day in Needville.

85 Damon

Deacon Joseph 
Blackburn was 

ordained into the Victoria Diocese as a priest on 
May 18, 2024. The Society has been sponsoring him 
during his journey. On this day, they presented him 
with a $1,200 check. Deacon Joseph will be a priest 
at Our Lady of Sorrows in Victoria.  

Pictured (L to R) are President Angeline Grigar, Deacon Joseph, 
and Secretary Julia Kubes.

30 East Bernard

Society scholarship recipients 
for 2024 school year are Martin 

Guzman, Landon Miller, Lucia Carrera, Lesly Pra-
do, and Mi Reyna. Not pictured is Katelyn Dodds.

111 Edna

Who is your beneficiary?
Don’t underestimate the importance of keep-
ing designated beneficiaries up to date. If you 
would like to verify your current beneficiary, 
call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 and we 
would be happy to assist you.
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The Society held their parish 
work project in June! They 

provided a Frito Pie supper with dessert for the par-
ish Vacation Bible School June 24-27! There were 
50 children attending with several volunteers! 

Pictured are Frances Vesely and Jennifer Kallus!

43 Ganado

On July 16th, Feast of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carm-

el, the Society attended the 8 a.m. Mass for deceased 
and living members at St. Helen Church in Pearland.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Gabriela Gabler, Carol Zann, Marie 
Stryk, Helen Blankenburg, and Betty Janecek. Pictured in middle  
row are Carolyn Williamson, Bernice Matusek, Joyce Chunda, Jo 
Ann Stasny, and Helen Kainer. Pictured top row are Ralph Zann, 
Al Stryk, John Chunda, and Marvin Stasny.

125 Houston

The Society presented a 
check to help fund Va-

cation Bible School.

Pictured are Veronica Kresse and Vivian Jedlicka.

49 Needville

The Society hosted the July birth-
day party at Flatonia Healthcare 

Center on Friday, July 26, 2024.

Pictured (L to R) are Nancy Jasek, Patricia Masek, Georgia 
Cerny, Darlene brothers and Quade brothers. Pictured in back 
are Ever Kubenka, Frances Kubenka, Emily Koncaba and Cyn-
thia koncaba holding Landry Grahmann.

4 Praha

Marilyn Gaydos, President 
presented a check from 

the Society’s Community Hamburger Fundraiser 
to James Cervenka and Granger Volunteer Fire De-
partment members.

Pictured (L to R) are Todd, Sharon Steglich, Bryan Hensel, James 
Cervenka, Marilyn Gaydos, Henrietta Hajda, and Deborah Hensel.

18 Granger

The Society together 
with other organizations 

around Fort Bend County made a meal for the local 
Senior Citizens on May 31, 2024.  

Pictured are Jailyn Webb, Olga Anders, Vivian Jedlicka, Bernie Novak, 
Bernie Reyes, and Donna Witek. Not pictured is Jeanette McDaniel.

49 Needville

The Society presented a 
check for $310 to Father 

Melvin Dornak and Sherrie Chmelar for St. Mary’s 
Vacation Bible School.

The Society also presented $620 to St. Mary’s Altar 
Society to help purchase votive candles.

27 Caldwell

The Society se-
lected Commu-

nity Connections and St. Nicholas Ministry as re-
cipients of their community project funds.

Pictured (L to R) are Gladys Hermes presenting a check to Becky 
Janak, Community Connections Senior Citizens Program Director; 
Irene Szwarc, and Mary Ann Matusek.

Pictured (L to R) are Irene Szwarc; Pastor Herb Beyer, Director of the 
St. Nicholas Ministry, and Gladys Hermes.

12 Sweet Home
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Woods Rayne Drozd is a new member of Society No. 
2 Hallettsville. She is the daughter of Shane and Kel-
sie Drozd, the granddaughter of Charles and Renee 
Hardt, Dwayne and Marilyn Drozd, and the sister of 
Mckenna and Laken Drozd.

Bodie Guentert is a new member of Society No. 65 
Holman. He is the son of Case and Rachel Guentert, 
and the grandson of Mark and Linda Besetzny, and 
great-grandson of Janie Neiser.

For a pleasant daytrip or an inspiring pilgrimage, visit the Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius, the Dioc-
esan Shrine of the Diocese of Victoria, in Texas. Going back to the 1800’s, this church is the first of seven 
churches in Texas to be dedicated to Saints Cyril and Methodius, the Apostles of the Slavs, who brought 
Christianity to the Slavic tribes of central Europe in the 800’s. 

On Feb. 14, 2022, at the urging of the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas, the Most Rev. Brendan Cahill, 
S.T.D. Bishop of Victoria in Texas, inaugurated this church to be his Diocesan Shrine and declared it to 
be an indulgenced place of pilgrimage. This lovely church is the ideal place for a family pilgrimage, and 
a family can take a picture of itself there and show it on Facebook or send it to their relatives and friends. 

The Shrine is located at 4148 FM 1383 in Dubina, TX, and the Pastor is Rev. Chase Goodman. For more 
information, call 979-723-6714 or go to https://stmichaelweimar.org.

(-- Rev. Paul Chovanec, Board member, Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas)

Painted Churches Pilgrimage
Saints Cyril and Methodius Shrine

Copyright: Rob Greebon Photography, LLC
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	          AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 FRANCES (MATULA) HOLLEY		  12/6/2022		  85
4	 PRAHA		  MARDI (BROSCH) KOPECKY		  1/29/2024		  89
5	 SHINER		  CATHERINE (BUJNOCH) VALIS		  12/12/2023		  93
6	 BRYAN		  DOLORES (PETROSKI) COX		  6/15/2024		  93
7	 DUBINA		  ROSE (LEBEDA) KOBZA			   7/28/2023		  78
11	 WEST			   ELIZABETH (LEDNICKY) SCHILLER	 6/4/2024		  89
16	 ENNIS			  MILDRED (HOLY) DLABAJ			  3/3/2024		  89
19	 TAYLOR		  PAULINE (DAVID) KOVAR			   9/25/2023		  84
22	 WALLIS		  REBECCA (HERMES) STASTNY		  5/17/2024		  74
22	 WALLIS		  TEXANA (MILLER) PETER			   7/12/2023		  95
27	 CALDWELL		  DOROTHY (VALERIAN) MUZNY		  4/1/2024		  87
30	 EAST BERNARD	 RAYMOND MAREK				    4/14/2024		  95
37	 HOCHHEIM		  JOHN LITTLE				    1/1/2024		  47
37	 HOCHHEIM		  JOYCE (RICHTER) DARLING		  3/25/2017		  77
40	 POTH			  JOANN (GAYDOS) HOSEK			   4/20/2024		  80
42	 SEALY			  DOLORES (LEZAK) POWER		  12/25/2024		  84
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 PATRICIA (PROCHASKA) HOLLAND	 1/7/2024		  79
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARGARET (KUCERA) COOPER		  11/14/2021		  69
49	 NEEDVILLE		  ANGELINA (KURE) BOHAC		  3/21/2024		  87
66	 WEIMAR		  ROY ALLEN SMRKOVSKY			   5/22/2024		  79
72	 EL CAMPO		  EVELYN (POPP) WENDEL			   5/22/2024		  96
75	 JOURDANTON	 BEVERLY (KRESTA) FISCHER		  5/30/2024		  76
75	 JOURDANTON	 EDITH (FALDIK) SIEGEL			   6/11/2024		  96
104	 ABBOTT		  LINDA (PETERS) GORDON			  6/22/2024		  75
104	 ABBOTT		  LUCILLE (MATUS) KVETON		  6/8/2024		  93
108	 DALLAS		  EMILIE (KRAJCA) ELBERT			   4/4/2024		  91
111	 EDNA			  MARY (WEINMANN) KILDAIR		  6/14/2024		  69
124	 TEXAS CITY		  MARY (ANDERSON) THIRSK		  12/31/2013		  93

The Assumption of Mary is celebrated on or 
around August 15th and it commemorates the 
belief that when Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, 
died, her body was “assumed” into heaven to be 
reunited with her soul, instead of going through 
the natural process of physical decay upon death. 
The Assumption of Mary to Heaven is the sign of 
all that has been accomplished through the work 
of Christ. In her we witness the resurrection of 
the body and the new creation which has been 
promised. Mary’s Assumption is the guarantee of 
the final resurrection of all the faithful. 

The Feast of the Assumption - August 15th




