
  On Sunday, June 9th, 140 KJZT members and juniors made their way to Family Fun Day at Splashway Waterpark 
in Sheridan, Texas for a day of activities, Mass, and community. At 10:00 a.m. State Chaplain Rev. Jared Cook 
braved the heat and celebrated Mass for everyone in attendance and was able to join in for donuts and snacks after. 
  After Mass, members made their way to the pavilion for fun games hosted by our Fraternal Field Managers 
Joan Johnson and Debroah Kaspar. Games included Plinko, Washer Toss, and a Pick-A-Sucker for a chance to 
win free Dippin’ Dots. Our juniors had so much fun competing against one another and winning fun prizes such 
as bubbles, candy bars, frisbees, jump rope, and hacky sack balls. Lunch was provided by the State Office for the 
choice of a hot dog, corn dog, chicken tenders, or a pizza meal with chips and a drink. 
  Thank you to all who were able to come and enjoy a day of fun rides, lazy river, and spending time with family 
and friends. We were so happy to spend the day with our KJZT family and already can’t wait to do it again next 
year!

Pictured (L to R) are Fraternal Field Manager Debroah Kaspar, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, 
State Director Betty Vacek, Interim Executive Assistant Emily Hancock, Father Jared Cooke, Fraternal Field Man-
ager Joan Johnson, State Director Kathy Wishert, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, and Interim Vice President 
Karch Kaspar.



Page 2

All of our summer events here at KJZT Family Life are underway, and we 
have had a great start. 
  I am so excited with the membership turnout at our Family Funday we 
hosted at Splashway Waterpark on June 9, 2024. We had around 140 mem-
bers in attendance, which is one of the biggest turnouts we have ever had. 
I enjoyed seeing the multiple generations of members come out and seeing 
the younger generations that I grew up with start bringing their families and 
letting them enjoy and learn about what KJZT Family Life is about. They 
are the future of KJZT Family Life.
   At the end of June, we will be attending Camp Guardian Angel. We have 
a large number of youth attending and I am so glad they get to enjoy the 

many activities, heritage, faith and friendships that we have to offer here at KJZT. 
  Please remember that our youth are the future of our Fraternal. Bring them and invite them to our events. 
Show them all the great things we have to offer. Share good stories and experiences with others and encour-
age them to be an active part of KJZT Family Life. 
   Every year KJZT Family Life encourages our graduating seniors, as well, as our members attending col-
lege to apply for our KJZT Family Life scholarships. This year we are proud to announce that we awarded 
54 scholarships in the amount of $25,200.00. This is a wonderful benefit of KZT Family Life, and we wish 
all of our recipients a huge congratulations and the best of luck on your future endeavors.
  At the State Office, our members are our number one priority and very important to us. We want to make 
sure you are given the best service. Please give us a call to review your existing life insurance and annuity 
certificates. If you or someone you know is interested or can benefit from everything we offer here at KJZT 
Family Life, please let us know, and we will have a dedicated agent get in touch with you.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO
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State Director Presents CEF Donation

State Director Betty Vacek presented a check on behalf of KJZT Family Life to Bishop Michael Mulvey 
of the Corpus Christi Diocese. This money was collected through the KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund. All 
contributions from members and friends of Societies in the Diocese of Corpus Christi and State Office Con-
tributions (2022 & 2023) are presented to the Diocese. This is an Educational Fund set up for the benefit of 
students studying for the Priesthood.
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek and Bishop Michael Mulvey.



Page 3

By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

A Deep Dive Into The Most Holy Trinity
KJZT brothers and sisters, I pray that you are all staying happy, healthy and holy as we continue to fly through this 
unbearably HOT Texas summer - so once again, I also pray you are all staying cool. As I personally continue to stay 
very busy during these summer months, it’s always a welcomed moment to join the Parish family on Sundays to 
celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and I must say, the Sunday readings lately have been quite noteworthy, espe-
cially as we have celebrated some major feasts and solemnities post Easter. One such celebration that truly stood out 
for me this year is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. That day, once a year, where we take a moment to pause 
to truly contemplate and in a special way connect with our Triune God. 

With that brothers and sisters, I ask you - why is the Holy Trinity so important and so paramount to us as faithful 
Catholic Christians? Quite simply because the Holy Trinity is THE central and primary mystery of our faith – it is the 
HEART of our faith - this is a no-brainer, we know this, because we are talking about God HIMSELF – the beginning 
and the end of ALL things and let’s face it, every single one of us are searching for God in our lives, regardless of 
who we are. Yes, even those who do not even explicitly believe in God. So long as we are searching for the fullness 

of life, for meaning, for purpose, for lasting love, then we are certainly searching for God. 

And it is often in that searching that I find myself marveling at the immensity of God and quite frankly, the beauty of our Catholic faith; it is truly a thing of beauty! 
But don’t we know, especially on a Solemnity like the Most Holy Trinity, our Catholic faith is also one of great complexity, or rather, one of great mystery. 

I think it is safe to say that most of us Catholics, at one time or another, have been thrust into the challenging situation of defending or explaining our “complex” 
faith to a non-believer. For a seasoned Catholic that “list” of grueling questions like - why do Catholics “worship” Mary? OR why do you have to confess your 
sins to a Priest? OR do you really believe that you’re consuming Jesus’ flesh and blood? – for many seasoned Catholics, these questions don’t seem so grueling 
anymore because we made it through years of CCD and Religious Education classes, right? Some of us even survived years of nuns in Catholic School. By now 
our apologetic arsenal is full – WE ARE the Catechized and we are chomping at the bit to evangelize! 

However, we still know that there exists some realities about our faith that can render even the most brilliant Catholic minds speechless and at a loss — and who 
can blame them? I mean, how in the world does one wrap their mind around the reality of a Triune God, the Most Holy Trinity – ONE God made up of THREE 
divine Persons? How can that be? Well, let’s approach it this way:

There’s a story told of the great philosopher and theologian, Saint Augustine, who desired so badly to understand this doctrine of the Trinity, so that he would be 
able to explain it logically. One day as he was walking along the seashore, he was reflecting on this, and he suddenly came across an angel guised as a little child 
all alone on the shore. The child had made a hole in the sand and was running to the sea with a little cup. He observed her filling her little cup up, then running back 
to pour it into the little hole that she had made in the sand. Back and forth she went to the sea, filling her cup and coming and pouring it into the hole. Augustine 
went up to her and said, “Little girl, what are you doing?” She replied, “I am trying to empty the sea into this hole.” “How do you think that you can empty this 
immense sea into this tiny hole and with this tiny cup?” Augustine asked. To which she replied, “And you, how do you suppose that with your small head you can 
comprehend the immensity of God?” With that the child disappeared. HA! Humorous, yet incredibly profound!

So, taking the cue from Augustine, what is our response to this reality of the Trinity? Well, frankly, it’s a bonafide mystery! Now, to an outsider or the skeptic, this 
may seem like a cop out; it’s that buzzword that Catholics like to throw around when words come up short, right? M-Y-S-T-E-R-Y! Brothers and sisters, might 
I submit to you that I think there are three different kinds of mystery. First there is the kind of mystery that is completely unknowable, we cannot understand it 
and there is simply no need to try, it’s just a mystery. Then we have the Scooby-Doo, Sherlock Holmes mystery – the one that CAN be solved if you get down to 
business and meddle for clues, but right now we don’t know the answer! The Church, however, doesn’t really place the mystery of the Trinity in either of those 
categories. Rather the church thinks of the Trinity and its mystery, as things that we cannot get our minds around, but nonetheless, we should TRY! We should TRY 
to spend time in contemplation and prayer attempting to draw closer to that mystery (and dare I say trying to form a relationship with that mystery)! Even though 
we will never fully understand, we will still bear fruit from it, and we will draw closer to God when we think and pray about such serious realities! 
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

April -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader: 

Christopher Wick

May -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader:

Tina Sylvester

KJZT Family Life has a 130 year history of serving its members in various 
ways. As a fraternal organization it has helped maintain our Czech-Catholic 
heritage in Texas by sponsoring events throughout the state. Our parishes and 
communities have been assisted at both the state and local levels with volunteer 
activities, fund-raising, and disaster recovery.  

Individual members benefit in many ways as well:
● Spiritual Benefits
	 ○ Monthly Mass offered for living and deceased members by our State 	
	    Chaplain.
	 ○ Masses can be offered for members, their friends, family using the 	
	    Clerical Endowment cards (money donated is given to various dio-	
	    ceses for the benefit of seminarians).
	 ○ The first Sunday of each month KJZT members pray for each other.
● Social Benefits
	 ○ Family Fun Days (waterparks, baseball games)
	 ○ Activities organized by local societies (Soup Before Stations, swim 	
	    parties)
	 ○ Camp Guardian Angel
● Financial Benefits
	 ○ Life insurance - Whole Life, Term Life, Senior Life, Special Needs
	 ○ Annuities-Flexible Premium and Single Premium
	 ○ College Scholarships
	 ○ Catholic School Tuition Benefit
	 ○ Script Save Pharmacy Discount Program

Here are ways to get more information about our products and services:  
● *Use the “Connect With KJZT” form and send it to the State Office
●  Contact State Office by email info@kjzt.org or by phone (888) 253-2338
●  Contact a Fraternal Field manager: Deborah Kaspar by email dkaspar@kjzt.	
     org or Joan Johnson by email jjohnson@kjzt.org
●  Call your local agent

*Once an agent has had contact with the adult member that sent in the Connect 
Card, the member is entered into a quarterly drawing for an overnight stay in 
San Antonio.

Why Should People Choose 
KJZT Family Life?

By Joan Johnson and Deborah Kaspar, Fraternal Field Managers

Find us on Facebook and Instagram
for updates on Events, News, 

and Society Activities!
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Sheila Williams: How many years have you 
been an Agent for KJZT Family Life? 
4 1/2 years

What area of Texas are you located? 
Houston/Katy

What made you want to become an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
One of my close friends suggested KJZT as a 
great company to work and grow with as I was 
just starting out as a new agent.

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
Because it eliminates the financial burden of family members we leave behind.

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
The moment of acceptance to sell for KJZT.

Who needs life insurance today?
Everyone

Theresa Plsek: How many years have you 
been an Agent for KJZT Family Life? 
21 years

What area of Texas are you located? 
Live in Lacy Lakeview (Waco) but write poli-
cies in Penelope, West, Tours, Waco, etc. I am a 
member of West KJZT, Society #11.

What made you want to become an Agent for 
KJZT Family Life? 
I wanted to see our society grow and I knew that 

Henrietta Meurer (who was a sales representative) was soon going to not write any-
more insurance.

Why do you feel life insurance is important?
Our family is 100% KJZT members, including all 5 of our grandsons. I know there 
are a number of people who say they have insurance through their work, but they do 
not realize that once you quit or retire, most life insurance policies are cancelled. Life 
insurance is needed for those left behind and to pay for funeral costs or any debts a 
person might have. The younger that a person is, the cheaper their insurance is and 
they find out that life insurance is affordable.

What is your favorite memory of being a KJZT Member?
I have many... I have enjoyed all the Conventions I have attended as each time I 
went I visited with some of the same people from different societies and we helped out 
each other as we discussed what to do within our societies. Another favorite memory 
was when I and my sister, Betty Kostecka, started the Juniors in Sept. 1994. We had 
a good group who were very active. We had Czech costumes made for each junior and 
taught them to sing and dance Czech songs. The residents of the Nursing Home were 

so happy when we came to visit. They performed and made a commercial for West-
fest. Another great memory for me was when I was selected KJZT’s Texans of Czech 
Ancestry Honoree of the Year in 2014.

Who needs life insurance today?
Everyone needs life insurance. Parents and grandparents need to purchase these on 
babies/children as life insurance for them is so affordable and you never know when 
your child might get a serious illness and then cannot get insurance. Young people, 
especially when they get a new home, they need to have insurance in case one of them 
get sick or dies so they can pay off their home or outstanding debts.
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Addie Berry
Daughter of Kevin Ber-
ry and Angie Campos of 
Freeport and Lake Jack-
son, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Brazosport College ma-
joring in Nursing.

Lillieana Bludau
Daughter of Paul and 
Ann Marie Bludau of 
Hallettsville, is a mem-
ber of 1 Yoakum. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn Community 
College majoring in Sur-
gical Technician. 

Megan Brothers
Daughter of Kenneth 
and Darlene Brothers of 
West Point, is a member 
of 4 Praha. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Texas 
Tech University major-
ing in Elementary Edu-
cation. 

Madison Brunson
Daughter of Joshua and 
Amy Brunson of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Galen 
College of Nursing ma-
joring in Nursing. 

Patricia Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Senior next fall at 
Lamar University ma-
joring in Nursing. 

Rebecca Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at University of Houston 
majoring in Education. 

Victoria Castanon
Daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Gen-
eral Engineering. 

Rebecca Colson
Daughter of Shane and 
Eileen Parks of Bell-
ville, is a member of 
22 Wallis. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Blinn majoring in Ani-
mal Science. 

Carter Dickens
Son of William and Car-
la Dickens of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Victoria College 
majoring in Advanced 
Welding. 

2024 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce the

Hayden Dinges
Son of Adriean and Kel-
lie Dinges of Bellville, 
is a member of 42 Sealy. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Western 
Governors University 
majoring in Computer 
IT. 

Jacob Divin
Son of Jeff and Carrie 
Divin of West, is a mem-
ber of 11 West. He will 
be a Junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Applied Ex-
ercise Physiology. 

Cierra Doblado
Daughter of Tony 
Doblado and Tracy Hen-
ry of Ennis, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall at 
Navarro College major-
ing in A.S Nursing. 
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Nicole Enders
Daughter of Steven 
Enders of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Undecided major-
ing in Undetermined. 

Taryn Fojtik
Daughter of Quentin 
and Stephanie Fojtik of 
Damon, is a member of 
85 Damon. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall 
at Texas Tech University 
majoring in Pre-Speech. 

Kaycee George
Daughter of Arthur and 
Stefani George of West 
Columbia, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at University of Texas 
majoring in Sports Man-
agement. 

Kyle Gerik
Son of John and Molly 
Gerik of Abbott, is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in En-
gineering. 

Zachary Gerik
Son of Michael and Me-
lissa Gerik of West, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a First Year next 
fall at Full Sail Univer-
isty majoring in Unde-
cided. 

Bryce Givens
Son of Kevin and Anne 
Givens of Round Rock, 
is a member of 21 Marak. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas Tech 
University majoring in 
General Business. 

Allyshia Grahmann
Daughter of James and 
Kandyace Grahmann of 
Hallettsville, is a mem-
ber of 3 St. Mary’s. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College-
RELLIS majoring in 
Nursing. 

Kiana Hernandez
Daughter of Corey Her-
nandez and Yvonne Filla 
of Granger and Round 
Rock, is a member of 
19 Taylor. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas State University 
majoring in Nursing. 

Chase Hubnik
Son of Carl and Tricia 
Hubnik of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at TSTC major-
ing in Instrumentation 
Technology. 

Zachary Janda
Son of Wayne and Don-
na Janda of Hostyn, is a 
member of 23 Hostyn. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at TSTC-Waco 
majoring in Instrumen-
tation. 

Grace Elizabeth Kay
Daughter of Jonathan 
and Patricia Kay of 
Houston and Crosby, is a 
member of 49 Needville. 
She will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Columbia 
College, Chicago major-
ing in Audio Arts. 

Marisa Lander-Kapavik
Daughter of William 
Kapavik and Candace 
Lander-Kapavik of West, 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at University of Tex-
as at Austin majoring in 
Radio, TV, and Film. 

Kade Leist
Son of Brian and Denise 
Leist of Yoakum, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity majoring in Sports 
Management. 

Julia Machacek
Daughter of Russell and 
Jennifer Machacek of 
Shiner, is a member of 
14 Moulton. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Business. 

Ted Machacek
Son of Russell and Jen-
nifer Machacek of Shin-
er, is a member of 14 
Moulton. He will be a 
Junior next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Turf Grass Sci-
ence. 
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Tanner Marak
Son of Terry and Jana 
Marak of West, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Baylor University 
majoring in Computer 
Science.

Lindsay McManus
Daughter of Kelly and 
Michele McManus of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Univer-
sity majoring in Health 
Science-Pre Nursing.

Madison Murphy
Daughter of Jason and 
Anita Murphy of Ab-
bott, is a member of 104 
Abbott. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M Universtity 
majoring in Nutritional 
Science.

Kelsey Newland
Daughter of Craig New-
land and Susan Metzer 
Newland of Bryan, is 
a member of 6 Bryan. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Marketing.

Benjamin Nors
Son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors of Ben-
brook, is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
University of Texas-
Arlington majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.

Samuel Nors
Son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors of Ben-
brook, is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
University of the Incar-
nate Word majoring in 
Meterology.

David Padgett
Son of Troy and Mary 
Padgett of Tarpley, is a 
member of 75 Jourdan-
ton. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Angelo 
State University major-
ing in Music Education.

Charlie Pilat
Son of Philip and Jen-
nifer Pilat of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College ma-
joring in Turf Grass Sci-
ence.

Gracie Pilat
Daughter of Philip and 
Jennifer Pilat of Shiner, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Blinn College 
majoring in Ultrasound/
PTA.

Bryleigh Pless
Daughter of David and Lisa 
Pless of East Bernard, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University majoring 
in Agribusiness/Agricul-
ture and Life Science. 

Maverick Plsek
Son of Robert and Jen-
nifer Plsek of Clifton 
and West, is a member 
of 11 West. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
University of Minnesota 
majoring in Computer 
Engineering.

Keaton Pustejovsky
Son of Doug and Mis-
sie Pustejovsky of Ab-
bott, is a member of 104 
Abbott. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Mariann Pustejovsky
Daughter of Bob and 
Traci Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Tarleton State Univer-
sity majoring in Second-
ary Teacher Education.

Preston Pustejovsky
Son of Phil and Kathy 
Pustejovsky of Abbott, 
is a member of 104 Ab-
bott. He will be a Soph-
omore next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Agricultural Eco-
nomics.

Hunter Ruffin
Son of Joshua and Ali-
sha Ruffin of Ennis, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Tarleton 
State University major-
ing in Accounting. 
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Kimberly Rohde
Daughter of Brad and 
Jane Rohde of Fayette-
ville, is a member of 
20 Cistern. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Agriculture 
Economics. 

Marissa Rohde
Daughter of James and 
Donna Rohde of La 
Grange, is a member of 
10 Fayetteville. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at LSU or Blinn major-
ing in Nursing/Kinesiol-
ogy. 

Lilly Schraven
Daughter of Martina 
Schraven of Danbury, 
is a member of 126 Pa-
lacios. She will be a Ju-
nior next fall at Tarleton 
State University major-
ing in Kinesiology. 

Lauren Scott
Daughter of Brian and 
Michele Scott of West, 
is a member of 12 West. 
She will be a Junior 
next fall at Baylor 
University majoring in 
Corporate Communica-
tion. 

Conner Shaver
Son of Louis and Deb-
bie Shaver of Victoria, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University - Kingsville 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Atalanta Summers
Daughter of Aaron 
Summers and Shelly 
Meinkowsky of Cypress 
and Sugar Land, is a mem-
ber of 12 Sweet Home. She 
will be a Sophomore next 
fall at St. Mary’s Universi-
ty majoring in Accounting. 

Lauren Sykora
Daughter of Rodney 
and Dawn Sykora of 
Danbury, is a member 
of 11 West. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Construc-
tion Science. 

Braydon Vitovsky
Son of Bryan and Evette 
Vitovsky of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at UTD majoring in 
Computer Science. 

Jailyn Webb
Daughter of Michael 
and Stephanie Webb of 
Needville, is a member 
of 49 Needville. She 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege majoring in Nurs-
ing. 

Ty Tomek
Son of David and 
Cynthia Tomek of Hal-
lettsville, is a member 
of 2 Hallettsville. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at TSTC majoring 
in Instrumentation.

A Student’s Prayer 
by St. Thomas Aquinas

Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true 
source of light and fountain of wisdom! 

Pour forth your brilliance upon my intellect, 
dissipate the darkness which covers me, that 
of sin and of ignorance. 

Grant me a penetrating mind to understand, a 
retentive memory, method and ease in learn-
ing, the lucidity to comprehend, and abun-
dant grace in expressing myself. 

Guide the beginning of my work, direct its 
progress, and bring it to successful comple-
tion. 

This I ask through Jesus Christ, true God and 
true man, living and reigning with You and 
the Father, forever and ever.

Amen.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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Officer Appreciation Luncheon
The District XI and XII held their Officers Lunch Social Meeting on Saturday, 
April 27, 2024 at the Sirloin Stockade in Taylor, TX. It was hosted by State 
Director Helen Metzer. She met with 22 Society Officers. Some business and 
discussion accompanied a good buffet meal for all. Director Metzer expressed
her appreciation for all Society Officers in District XI and XII for their dedica-
tion and service to our KJZT Family Life Fraternal.

Those attending were Georgia Howry, Virginia Pargmann, Liz Zemanek, Judy Vaculin, Helen Metzer, 
Patricia Shirk, Mary K Marusak, Mel Hall, Alisa Zubik, Laura Duckworth, Barbara Tutt, Janet Hen-
nigan, Joann Schrader, Barbara Danek, Mary Harris, Betty Ann Vrabel,  Mary Ann Seaton, Henrietta 
Hajda, Carolyn Motloch, Ann Krenek, Betty Pagach and William Pagach. Photo by George Marusak.

KJZT At PolkaFestKJZT At PolkaFest
  KJZT Family Life was a proud sponsor of the National Polka Festival in Ennis, 
Texas held May 24th thru May 26th. 
  Society 16, Ennis, juniors were in the Polka Festival Parade. Many rode the 
trailer and some of the older juniors and adult members gave out promotional 
items to parade onlookers.

Pictured standing at left are KJZT Family Life President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Fraternal Field 
Manager Joan Johnson, junior member MacKenzie Tobola; Pictured sitting on trailer are Lily and 
Matthew Sylvester, Tracen Tobola, Chloe Cline, Tinsley Tobola, Leo Gilbert, Graham Liska, Gen-
evieve Waedekin, Kolby Flores, Kelsie Gamble, Kendall Flores, Moravia and Harrison Mikel, Kolton 
Vrana, Eli Gilbert, and Kale Vrana; Pictured standing on trailer are Andie Gilbert, Madi Matous, Jodi 
Greener, Lucas Matous; Pictured standing at right are adult members Felicity Liska, State Director 
Stephanie Matous.

  Members of KJZT society 16, Ennis, were named a Grand Marshall of the En-
nis Polka Festival Parade. 
  Andy Mikula, drummer for the Jodie Mikula Band, in conjunction with his two 
brothers, Kenneth and Nick, were honored to be Grand Marshall of the 2024 
Ennis Polka Festival.

He is pictured with his wife, Sandra, and their 4 children: Drew Mikula, Savannah Gilburt, Brianna 
Waedekin, and Corey Mikula. All 6 of them are Society 16 members. 

Pictured at left are two Ennis juniors, Kolby Flores and Genevieve Waedekin,  enjoying the Ennis 
Polka Festival parade. Pictured at right are cousins Marley Lytle and Cameron Mikula who took to 
the dance floor to polka at the Sokol Hall during the Polka Festival in Ennis.
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Officer Appreciation Luncheon
The District I Officer Appreciation Luncheon was held at Los Cabos Mexican 
Grill in Hallettsville on Saturday, May 4, 2024. It was hosted by State Director 
Tracey Gearson.

Those attending are pictured seated (L to R): Monica Peters, Diana Jurena, Gladys Hermes, Judy 
Balzer, Mary Ann Matusek, Laurie Jahn, Patsy Hrabovsky. Standing pictured (L to R): Helen Janak, 
Allison Nieto, Rita Kurtz, Rose Mary Havlik, Mary Ann Janca, Helen Manning, Elaine Dornak, Mary 
Ann Pavliska, Angeline Jalufka, Marian Kram, Dorothy Schneider, and Mary Jo Bludau.

Officer Appreciation Luncheon
The District II Officer Appreciation Luncheon was held at Oakridge Smoke-
house in Schulenburg on Saturday, May 11, 2024. It was hosted by State Direc-
tor Tracey Gearson. 

Those attending are pictured seated (L to R): Jeanette Zouzalik, Clara Christ, Gloria Miksch, Sharon 
Kana, Patricia Masek. Standing pictured (L to R): Joyce Kurtz, Ann Bratton, Kathleen Guenther, 
Dorothy Henke, Theresa Rerich, Gladys Muras, Kathy Bertsch, Alice Michalke, Evelyn Thuemler, 
Pat Ulbrich, Patricia Masek.

District I and II Societies Over 125 Years
Congratulations to those societies who have been active for 125 years or more! 
Thank you for all you do for KJZT!

Pictured in front are Rita Kurtz of Shiner #5, Judy Balzer of Yoakum #1, and Mary Ann Pavliska of Hal-
lettsville #2. Pictured in back are State Director Tracey Gearson, and Dorothy Schneider of St. Mary’s #3.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, and Patricia Masek and Georgia Cerny of 4 Praha.

Thank You Gifts
Societies presented retired State Director Joyce Kurtz with tokens of apprecia-
tion at the District II Officer Appreciation Lunch held on May 11th.

Pictured are Society Officers with retired State Director Joyce Kurtz.
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District News
District VI Social

KJZT Society No. 89 Sinton hosted the District VI Social on April 27th at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church Parish Hall in Sinton.Hosting Society Officers 
were President Denise Janak, Secretary Monica Janda and Treasurer Paulette 
Fay. Guests were President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Betty Va-
cek, and State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  Hosting Society President Denise Janak welcomed everyone. A meal was 
served followed by a memorial service, the presenting of junior awards, presen-
tation of merit pins, and awarding of the fraternal status certificates.

District VI Service Pins
Pictured (L to R) are Paulette Fay, State Director Betty Vacek, Kim Polasek, Janiece Pustejovsky, 
Sofie Perkins, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District VI Merit Pins
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Janiece Pustejovsky, Kim Polasek, and President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District VI Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Andrew Polasek for 118 Taft, Sofie Perkins 
for 46 Corpus Christi, Denise Janak for 89 Sinton, and State Director Betty Vacek.

District VI Junior Members
Pictured are juniors performing at the Social.

District VI Merit Pins
Pictured (L to R) are Jim and Janiece Pustejovsky, Paulette Fay, Kim Polasek, Sofie Perkins, Presi-
dent/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Betty Vacek and husband, Stan Vacek.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families are invited 
to attend. Pins of Recognition are presented, we honor members 
who have passed away, Junior members are recognized, and a meal 
is provided. We would love for you to come join us for fellowship 

with your fellow KJZT members!

June 30th - District III: Hosted by #17 Nada (Director Kovar)

July 21st - District X: Hosted by #104 Abbott (Director Matous)

July 28th - District V: Hosted by #31 La Grange 
(Director Kovar)

August 11th - District XVI: Hosted by #125 Houston 
(Director Wishert)

September 8th - District II: Hosted by #24 Ammannsville 
(Director Gearson)

September 29th - District IV: Hosted by #40 Poth 
(Director Vacek)

October 13th - District XI/XII: Hosted by #15 Corn Hill 
(Director Metzer)

District Socials are for you! 

District VI 50-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are pin recipient Carol Woolsey and State Director Betty Vacek.

Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Holds
Czech-Slovak Spring Festival

On April 21st, the Bexar County Czech Heritage Society sponsored the Czech-
Slovak Spring Festival in Garden Ridge, Texas. KJZT Family Life had a table at 
the event to greet members and guests. Present were President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester and State Director Betty Vacek.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek and one of the many Festival attendees.

2024-2025 Ellis County Czech-Slovak Queen 
Makes Appearances

Amberly Payne, a junior member of Society No. 16 Ennis, is the 2024-2025 
Ellis County Czech-Slovak Queen. She has represented the Ellis County Czech 
Heritage Society at various events across Texas. The picture below was taken 
at the South Texas Sausage and Polka Festival. She most recently attended the 
Ennis Polka Festival.

Pictured is Amberly Payne.
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Members of St. Elizabeth Society 
No. 6, Bryan worked the annual 

St. Joseph Parish Festival at the Expo Center in Bry-
an held on Sunday, May 12, 2024. The Festival had 
many booths and activities. The Society was respon-
sible for running the Cake Wheel and Game Ticket 
booths from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. They also do-
nated $500.00 towards the Kolache-making event. 
Everyone enjoyed a rainy Festival Day inside, com-
memorating the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, pa-
tron saint of St. Joseph Parish in Bryan. Members 
who worked at the Game Ticket Booth were Marie 
Dulak and Rose Marie Boriskie. Submitted by Liz 
Zemanek, Secretary

Pictured (L to R) are Liz Zemanek, Secretary; Mary Ann Bell, 
Member; and Helen Metzer, Society President and State Director, 
at the Cake Wheel Booth.

6 Bryan

Society News
The Society met on April 25th and 
made 100 corsages and 30 bouton-

nieres for the women and men residents of West 
Rest Haven to be given to them for Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day. A few more were made for shut-
ins and these will be delivered to them.

Pictured sitting (left to right) are Mary Ann Stone, Dolores Sykora, 
Joyce Nors, Beatrice Nors and Theresa Plsek; Pictured standing 
(left to right) are Betty Kostecka, Agnes Lamere, Lillian Bohannan,  
Dorene Soukup and Angie Hovde.

11 West

Members of St. 
Anne’s Society #10 

recently volunteered at TLC Nursing Facility in 
Columbus. The ladies hosted bingo and visited with 
residents.

Pictured left to right: Helen Weid, Margie Vasek, Violet Krenek, 
Lois Kaspar, Mary Jane Toddy and Rose Rohde.

10 Fayetteville

Society 16, Ennis, hosted  Soup 
Before Stations dinner on the 

first Friday of Lent.

Pictured at left is Savannah Gilburt, Chairperson of Soup Before 
Stations. Pictured at right is member Josh Ruffin whose family 
provided salad for the Soup Before Stations.

16 Ennis

On Saturday, May 4th the Wallis 
KJZT #22 cleaned the Guardian 

Angel Church Grotto for Join Hands Day.  

Pictured are members who attended and helped including (L to R)
David Kulhanek, Stanley Michulka, Eugenia Kulhanek, Judith Kul-
hanek Michulka, Cynthia Acuna, Adela Wadephul, Eileen Parks, 
Rebecca Colson, Joleen Phillips and John Wadephul. Theresa 
Kulhanek and Matthew Ridgway were also present. Rebecca Col-
son c/o Matthew Ridgway took the picture.

22 Wallis

KJZT Society #2 
members attended 

the Hallettsville High School Scholarship program 
on Monday, May 6, 2024. Four members from the 
Society are graduating this year and were presented 
with $100 checks each.

Pictured (L to R) are Luke Henneke, Ty Tomek, (Mary Ann Pav-
liska’s grandson), Mary Ann Pavliska (presented checks), Layton 
Kolacny, and Carson Pustka.

2 Hallettsville

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline
is July 24th. 

Please send photos and stories by email to 
info@kjzt.org 

or by mail to: Catherine Sylvester, Editor 
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760
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St. Zdislava #53 Wied provided 
donuts and coffee after First 

Communion services at St. Mary’s on May 5, 2024. 
This was a parish work project for the Society.

Pictured (L to R) are Dede Dobbs, Helen Janak, and Jeanne Sommerlatte.

53 Wied

The Society presented 
a 50% matching funds 

donation check to Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
La Grange. This was for the plant wheel booth spon-
sored at the School’s Spring Festival. 

Pictured (L to R) are President Elizabeth Kallus, Treasurer Bar-
bara Eilert, Principal LaDonna Voelkel, Vice President Nicole 
Ramirez, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann.

31 La Grange

On Sunday, May 19th, at Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius Catholic 

Church, all mothers were called up to the altar for a 
special blessing. KJZT St. Elizabeth Society #20 pre-
sented them with roses during the recessionl hymn.  

Pictured is William Vinklarek with Laura Grudziecki. His mother, 
Tamara, and sister Lilly assisted.

20 Cistern

Kelsey Marie Newland was award-
ed the KJZT Society No. 6 Bryan 

$500 Scholarship on April 15th.
  Kelsey is a lifelong 5th generation member of 
KJZT and is the daughter of member, Susan New-
land and her husband, Craig, and granddaughter of 
State Director Helen Metzer. 
  Kelsey has helped with the Community Fundraiser 
Garage Sale and Parish Festival KJZT sponsored ac-
tivities through the years.
  She is graduating from Rudder High School with 
a 4.5 grade point average and ranks 8th in her class. 
Kelsey is a Bryan ISD Student Ambassador, partici-
pates in National Honor Society, a Junior Leadership 
Brazos Graduate and earned NHSCA Academic All-
American every year in High School. Athletically, 
Kelsey plays softball for the Lady Rangers. In 2023, 
she earned Offensive Player of the Year and second 
team All-District.
  After High School, Kelsey will attend Texas A&M 
University and major in Business. Kelsey deeply ap-
preciates this $500 Scholarship award to help with 
college tuition.

Pictured (L to R) are Mel Hall, VP; Helen Metzer, Society Presi-
dent and State Director; recipient Kelsey Marie Newland; Alisa 
Zubik, Treasurer; and Liz Zemanek, Secretary.

6 Bryan West KJZT #11 presented a check 
for $250 to the Altar Society of the 

Penelope Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Cath-
olic Church on Sunday, May 19th. This was given in 
appreciation as the members of the Penelope KJZT 
have now been included in the West Society.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Dvorak, Theresa Plsek, Deacon 
Denver Crawley, Mary Kallus, Mary Ann Stone, Father Thomas 
Jones, Pastor, Christine Doskocil, Claudine Kucera, Dolores 
Sykora and Joyce Nors.

11 West

Mary Queen of the Rosary 
Society #144 Belton pre-

sented $600 scholarships to Belton and Temple high 
school students after Mass on Sunday, May 19th at 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Belton.  

Pictured (L to R) are Celeste Avila, Dolores Borges and Victoria Ricks.

144 Belton

A donation was made to 
the Pleak Fire Dept.

Pictured (L to R) are Vivian Jedlicka and Pleak Fire Chief Jordon Blegen.

49 Needville Vivan Jedlicka present-
ed a check to graduat-

ing Senior Case Carlisle for Pro-grad.

49 Needville
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The Society made a donation 
to the Baby Bank campaign. 

Pictured (L to R) are KJZT member Beverly Barrow, Pro-Life Co-
ordinator at Holy Rosary Church, Treasurer Bernadette Polansky, 
President Barbara Tutt, Secretary Margaret Polansky, and VP 
JoAnne Schrader.

28 Frenstat

Rev. Eddie Winkler was hon-
ored with a farewell gathering 

at Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Parish in Cistern 
on Sunday, April 21st. He is being transferred to
Hostyn/Plum parishes on June 1st .
  St. Elizabeth KJZT Society #20 provided the two-
flavored dessert cake and cupcakes. 
  Parishioners spoke on their gratefulness for Fr. Ed-
die’s welcoming way, thoughtful implementation of 
special services, his eloquent, meaningful homilet-
ics, and sentiments that he will not be forgotten.     
  Fr. Eddie expressed his appreciation of SSC&M’s 
always-ready assistance. The evening of food, fam-
ily, and visiting was enjoyed by all. Special thanks 
to Darlene Ermis, Laura Grudziecki and Pat Mont-
gomery for coordinating the event.

Pictured is Father Eddie Winkler.

20 Cistern

Vivian Jedlicka of Need-
ville Society 49 present-

ed a check to Lily Slawinski from the KJZT during 
their church service.

49 Needville

Members of Frydek KJZT 
#29 provided kolaches des-

serts and entertainment for the residents at the Sealy 
Nursing Home in April 2024. 

Pictured are Martha Mock, Mildred Ondruch, Maxine Rudloff, Ger-
aldine Hamil, Filothea Eschenburg, and Sharlene Havel

29 Frydek

The St. Anne’s So-
ciety #10 meeting 

was called to order at 1 p.m. on May 28th. President 
Mary Jane Toddy opened the meeting with prayers 
for all living members and their families and led the 
the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 10 members 
present plus State Director Joy Kovar.
 Rose Rohde read the minutes from the previous 
meeting. Helen Wied reported on cards received and 
sent and Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s report. 
 In new business, guest State Director Joy Kovar 
updated the group on KJZT events. A monetary do-
nation will be made to the AMEN food pantry in 
August. Mary Jane discussed important upcoming 
dates: Flag Day Proclamation will be held on June 
14th at City Hall with Mayor Stroup, June 30th is 
the District Meeting in Nada, the Annual Mass will 
be held on July 24th at St John’s and Election of of-
ficers will be held in November
  Attendance prize winner was Margie Vasek and the 
next meeting will be held Tuesday, August 20, 2024.
 After the closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned, 
lunch and social followed.

10 Fayetteville

The Society held 
a No-Bake Sale 

for a People Helping People project. They raised 
$2,400.00 with the State Office matching $1,000.00.
Each organization received $1,700.00.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, (Vice Pres), Stacy Good-
wyne (Parish Catechetical Leader for CCD), Mary Ann Pavliska 
(Treasurer -presenting checks), Kevin Haas (Sacred Heart School 
Principal) and Renee Hardt (Secretary).

2 Hallettsville

Our KJZT Parish Fund 
Raiser was Sunday, June 

9th at St. Mary’s, Texas. 

Photo Caption:  Pictured (l-r) St. Mary’s Society #3 members:  
Miranda Moses, Jennifer Janik, Dorothy Schneider, Ruth Rouse, 
Mary Jo Bludau, Doris Janak, Sharon Henrichs, Deberah Kon-
vicka, & Sherry Ross in front of KJZT Country Store at St. Mary’s 
Parish Picnic Fund Raiser.

3 St. Mary’s

The Society honored teachers at St. 
Joseph Catholic School in Waxa-

hachie during Teacher Appreciation Week in May.

16 Ennis



school’s Orchestra Program.
  Maverick Plsek is the son of Jennifer Plsek of West 
and Rob Plsek of Clifton. He is a junior at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, pursuing a degree in Comput-
er Engineering.
  Lauren Scott is the daughter of Michele Scott of 
West and Brian Scott of Haslet, Tx. She is a junior 
at Baylor University pursuing a degree in Commu-
nications, minor in Business Administration and a 
minor in Public Relations.
  Lauren Sykora is the daughter of Rodney and 
Dawn Willis Sykora of Danbury, Texas. She gradu-
ated from Danbury High School and will be
attending Texas A&M University studying Land-
scape Architecture.

Pictured sitting (L to R) are Dolores Sykora, Vice President, The-
resa Plsek, President; Joyce Nors, Treasurer and Mary Kallus, 
Secretary. Pictured standing (L to R) are  Stephanie Matous, State 
Director, Maverick Plsek; Jacob Divin, Zachary Gerik, Marisa 
Lander-Kapavik, Samuel Nors, Benjamin Nors and Melissa Gerik, 
Junior Director. 
Not pictured are Nicole Enders, Tanner Marak, Lauren Scott and 
Lauren Sykora who were not able to attend.
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Nicole Enders and Benjamin Nors 
were each awarded a $500.00 

scholarship by the West KJZT Society #11.
  Nicole is the daughter of Steven and Becky Enders 
of West and graduated from West High School. She 
will be attending Texas A&M University to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.
  Benjamin is the son of Tim and Kathy Nors of Ben-
brook and graduated from Benbrook High School. 
He will be attending UT at Arlington and will be 
majoring in Electrical Engineering.

Pictured (L to R) are Dolores Sykora, Theresa Plsek, Nicole 
Enders, Mary Kallus and Joyce Nors.

Pictured (L to R) are Stephanie Matous, State Director, Theresa 
Plsek, Dolores Sykora, Benjamin Nors, Joyce Nors, Mary Kallus 
and Melissa Gerik, Junior Director.

11 West There were ten members from 
West Society #11 who received 

State KJZT scholarships. Those receiving State 
Scholarships were: Jacob Divin, Nicole Enders, 
Zachary Gerik, Marisa Lander-Kapavik, Tanner 
Marak, Benjamin Nors, Samuel Nors, Maverick 
Plsek, Lauren Scott and Lauren Sykora.
  Jacob Divin is the son of Jeff and Carrie Divin of 
West. He will be a junior at Texas A&M University 
pursuing a degree in Physical Therapy.
  Nicole Enders is the daughter of Steven and Becky 
Enders of West. She graduated from West High 
School and will be attending Texas A&M University 
pursuing a bachelor of science in Civil Engineering.
  Zachary Gerik is the son of Mike and Melissa Ger-
ik of West. He is continuing his study in Sonoran 
Desert Institute through TSTC.
  Marisa Lander-Kapavik is the daughter of Candace 
and Will Kapavik of Waco. She is a junior at Uni-
versity of Texas. Her major is Radio, TV and Film.
  Tanner Marak is the son of Terry and Jana Marak of 
West. He is a junior at Baylor University and pursu-
ing a degree in Computer Science.
  Benjamin (Ben) Nors is the son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors of Benbrook, Texas. He graduated 
from Benbrook High School and will be attending 
the University of Texas at Arlington, majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.
  Samuel (Sam) Nors is the son of Timothy and Kath-
erine Nors of Benbrook, Texas. He is a sophomore 
at The University of Incarnate Word in San Antonio. 
He is in the Meteorology Program and is also in the 

11 West

On March 3, 2024, the 
Knights of Columbus 

#6366 held their annual Spring Festival at the Bur-
leson County Expo Center, in Caldwell. Each year 
KJZT Society #27 helps to support this festival by 
donating $100.00 as a prize for their raffle.

Pictured is Larry See, Treasurer of Knights of Columbus #6366 re-

27 Caldwell ceiving a check for $100.00 from the officers Mary Harris, Carolyn 
Motloch, and Janet Hennigan.
  Please keep Larry’s family in your prayers. The 
Lord called this Knight home on April 26, 2024. He 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

  Each year, #27 Caldwell provides a Cake Wheel 
Booth for the entertainment of the young and old at
the KC festival.
  This year they were able to raise $640.00 which 

will be donated to St. Mary’s Lady of Lourdes Altar 
Society to purchase votive candles. A ½ match will 
be donated to help with St. Mary Lady of Lourdes 
VBS which will be held July 14-17.
  The Society also presented gifts at the St. Mary’s 
Reception for First Communicants. Each candidate 
was given a beautiful lapel cross pin with a clerical 
endowment card.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Harris, President, Deacon Ernesto Va-
lenzuela, Father Melvin Dornak, Sherri Chemlar, CCE teacher of 
1st Communicants, and Janet Hennigan, Treasurer.



Junior News

On May 5th 2024 the Marak 
KJZT Juniors and REP stu-

dents celebrated the processions by carrying flowers 
to the altar. 

Pictured in the group picture front to back and left to right are 
Kate Kopriva, Paige Kopriva, Claire Kopriva, Josh Holy, Jr., 
Lily Brunson, Cade Hubnik, Cutter Hubnik, Father RanJan, Ian 
Brunson, Caleb Vaculin and Jett Vaculin.

Pictured is the procession to the altar.

21 Marak

Junior members helped 
get the church flower beds 

ready for spring by cleaning them out and planting 
new flowers. 

Juniors who helped with this project are (front row): Madison Lu-
cas, Camille Kaska, Molly Lucas, David DeBenedictis, and Joel 
Lucas; (second row): Connor Sullins, Grayson Pustejovsky, Quin-
tin Kaska, and Will Gerik.

104 Abbott
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Dubina KJZT juniors attended 
Mass on Sunday March 10th in 

memory of Katie Klesel, who was the mother of Ju-
nior members Anna, Zak and Jacob Kloesel. They 
also set up a booth after Mass to sell raffle tickets for 
the KJZT summer camp. They sold $80.00 in tickets 
on that morning.  
  The Dubina KJZT Juniors Society #7 also hosted 
the annual Easter Egg hunt after Mass on Sunday, 
March 31st. Members helped to collect donations 
and fill plastic eggs with the treats with help from 
Great Grandma Gladys Holub. Approximately 80 
children participated in the egg hunt. 
  In addition, the Dubina Society Juniors held a bake 
sale after Mass on Sunday March 31st. Eight Junior 
members spent Saturday, March 30th, creating cake 
pops, dipped pretzels, cupcakes, cakes and cheese 
rolls. They raised $236.00 and plan to use it to help 
offset summer camp costs. 

Pictured at left is Hannah Miller. Pictured at right is Julia Syrinek.

7 Dubina Several junior members 
volunteered at the First 

Communion breakfast hosted by KJZT Society 
#104 on Sunday May 5th. Juniors helped serve 
kolache, donuts, fruit, juice, and coffee. They also 
helped clean the kitchen and hall afterward.  

Pictured: Hannon Kettler, Mariann Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Con-
nor Sullins and Lola Jaska helped get kolache ready to serve. 

Pictured are Weston Sustala and Samuel Kolar, junior members 
who received their First Communion and were honored at the 
breakfast.

104 Abbott

Sage Korcynski presented 
KJZT Society #85 of Da-

mon, Linda Pavlicek, Junior Director, with a trophy 
for being a platinum donator to the FFA Fishing 
Buddy Day for All Life Skills students.

85 Damon Mrs Kristin Wyatt, Assistant 
Principal at Needville High 

School, pictured with the food donations from the 
Damon Kjzt Society #85 juniors for teacher’s ap-
preciation week.

85 Damon
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Needvile Society 49 
Juniors Michael and 

M’Lynn Palermo donated a case of water and Gato-
rade to the Needville Fire Department. 

Receiving were firefighters Brandon Ordoyne and Lee Hudson.

49 Needville

Michael and M’Lynn 
Palermo of Needville 

Junior Society 49 went on a visit to La Grange. They 
saw the Monument Hill Tomb, The Fayette County 
Courthouse and the Fayette County Jail. It was a 
very educational and humbling experience.

49 Needville

Michael and M’Lynn 
Palermo of the Need-

ville Junior Society 49 helped the Needvile Knights 
of Columbus Council 7067 to clean the headstones 
at the St. Michael Catholic Cemetary.

49 Needville

The Junior Society repre-
sented Damon for Join Hands 

Day at the Needville Senior Citizen Center. 

Pictured are: Felicia Brittain, Iris Alvear, AJ Alvear, Annette Pri-
hoda, Carol Buchta and Corey Alvear.

Corey, Iris, and AJ Alvear put together door prize bags for Join 
Hands Day in Needville.

Coraline Alvear bringing a door prize to a senior citizen.

AJ Alvear helping with a tray for lunch.

85 Damon The juniors had a pancake 
breakfast and raffle ticket 

sale on Sunday June 2nd to raise money to attend 
Camp Guardian Angel. A big thank you to every-
one who generously supported the fundraiser, espe-
cially those who donated supplies and cooked the 
meal. Pictured are some of the junior members who 
helped work at the fundraiser.

104 Abbott

Marak Society #21 celebrated 
Father’s Day during Mass by 

giving out gifts to each Dad in attendance. Father 
RanJan Cletus blessed the gift bags consisting of a 
pen, prayer card and compass; For if at any time the 
Dad’s get lost from God they can always find their 
way back. Thanking God for our Dad’s!

Juniors present were Cade Hubnik, Cutter Hubnik,  Callen Vacu-
lin, Ian Brunson, Lily Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, Claire Kopriva, Kate 
Kopriva, Paige Kopriva and Jett Vaculin. 

21 Marak
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Junior Activities
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S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.your phone number in case we have any questions.

MOM’S PEANUT BRITTLE
Submitted by Judy (Kaderka) Warne,
Society No. 10 Fayetteville   

In a saucepan on high heat blend:
1 c. sugar
1 c. raw peanuts
½ c. white Karo syrup 
½ tsp. salt
Stir on high for 8 minutes.   

Add:
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. butter
Stir for 1 more minute.
Stir in 1 tsp. baking soda until blended. 
Pour onto buttered cookie sheet. Cool until hardened. Crack with wooden spoon 
into bite sized pieces.

EASY SUGAR COOKIES
Submitted by Mary Honish,
Society No. 2 Hallettsville

1 c. sugar
1 c. (2 sticks) margarine
1 egg
2 tsp. vanilla
2 c. flour
½ tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. cream of tartar

Mix sugar, margarine, egg and vanilla in large bowl. Stir in remaining ingredi-
ents. Cool and refrigerate at least 1 hour. Heat oven to 375˚. Shape into 1-inch 
balls. Place on ungreased cookie sheet, 2-inches apart. I usually flatten the 
dough. Bake 8-10 minutes until light brown. Immediately remove from pan. 
Approximately 3 dozen.

3 DAY COCONUT CAKE
Submitted by Angie Hajek,
Society No. 5 Shiner

1 pkg. butter cake mix
1 ¾ c. sugar
16 oz. sour cream
12 oz. flaked coconut
9 oz. frozen whipped topping thawed

Prepare cake mix according to package, making two 9-inch layers. While cake 
is cooling, combine sugar, sour cream and coconut. Blend well. Reserve 1 cup 
of the sour cream mixture. 

When cake is completely cooled, split in half. Spread the remaining mixture 
between the layers making four layers. Combine the reserved mixture with the 
whipped topping, blending until smooth. Spread on top of sides and cake.  Seal 
cake in an air tight container and refrigerate 3 days. This will keep many days.  

MARIE’S BREAKFAST CASSEROLE
Submitted by Marie Matloch,
Society No. 43 Ganado

1 pkg. hash browns, your choice
1 pkg. meat, your choice: pork sausage, ham, chopped bacon or deer pan sau-
sage
12 eggs
1 pkg. shredded cheese, your choice of flavors
1 T. olive oil
1 tsp. butter
1 small or medium onion, chopped
1 small red pepper, bell pepper, yellow pepper, all chopped
¼ c. milk
salt and pepper to taste

Put the olive oil and butter in a sauté pan. Sauté peppers and onion until trans-
lucent. Next, brown your choice of meat until no longer pink. When done, set 
aside. Beat the eggs with the milk, salt and pepper. Set aside. 

Grease a 13 x 9 inch casserole dish with Pam or a little butter. Layer the hash 
browns on bottom. Next layer ½ or ¾ of the cheese. Next, layer the meat mix-
ture then pour the egg mixture over the meat mixture. 

Bake in a 350˚ oven for about 45 minutes to 1 hour or until done. Take out of the 
oven and sprinkle with the remaining cheese. Serves about 20. 
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Adaline Sinkule is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. She is the daughter of Cory and Mallory 
Sinkule. 

Jimmie Hammond IV is a new member of Society 
No. 6 Bryan. He is the son of Victoria and Jimmie 
Hammond III, the grandson of Anita and Jimmie 
Hammond Jr., Pauline and Gary Recek, and the 
great-grandson of Rose Recek.

Addison Janak is a new member of Society No. 83 
Flatonia. She is the daughter of Nathan and Lindsay 
Janak. She is the granddaughter of Linda and the late 
August Leissner, and Marlene and Quentin Janak of 
Society No. 83 Flatonia.

Jace Fletcher is a new member of Society No. 49 
Needville. He is the son of J.T. and Jacinda Fletch-
er. He is the fourth generation KJZT member, the 
grandson of Stephanie Webb and great-grandson of 
Olga Anders.

Sutton Holloway is a new member of Society No. 21 
Marak. She is the daughter of Logan and Grace Hol-
loway.

Morgan Janak is a new member of Society No. 44 
Moravia. She is the daughter of Kaylin and Jordan 
Janak. She is the great-granddaughter of Dorothy 
and Leo Henke. Also pictured is big brother and ju-
nior member Micah Janak. 



Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

The month of June is a very busy month for KJZT Family Life with 
a lot of activities going on. Family Fun Day at SplashWay, Camp 
Guardian Angel, along with a lot of District Socials. Family Fun Day 
was a very successful event for our members. 

The day began the best way possible, with a Holy Mass offered by 
our State Chaplain, Rev. Jared Cooke. It was a great opportunity to 
meet other members and their families from other societies and 
other areas. We hope to see even more members next year!

Up next in our events is Camp Guardian Angel, which is being held starting on Sunday, June 
23rd thru Wednesday June 26th at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Quite a few Juniors along 
with adults will be attending. A lot of exciting activities are being planned for our juniors and 
we are looking forward to being with everyone once again. 

Some District Socials have been held and for the ones that have not been please, if possible, take 
the time to participate. Come join in the fun and have a great time. Thank you for all that you 
do for the KJZT Family Life and May God Bless everyone.

HAVE A GREAT and SAFE REST OF THE SUMMER!

With God all things are possible
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Eli Syrinek is a new member of Society No. 7 Du-
bina. He is the son of Justin and Libby Syrinek.

Welcome!

To continue to serve our members, we will be printing the names for which we do not have addresses on file. These 
lists will be printed by Society. If you know a person named on the list, please let them know we need to get in 

touch. As always, the State Office can be reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

No Address Listed

32 HOUSTON
KATHERINE B 

TROJANOWSKY
MARILYN C EMERY

GAYLEEN M BORISKIE
LORETTA J HENRICHS
KATHRYN KNETSAR

GINGER A DAVENPORT
REBECCA KNETSAR
DIANNA PATTERSON

STACY A SULIK
STEPHANIE A SULIK

SHELLEY SULIK
MELANIE JO (FISHER) 

MOSQUINSKI
HILLARY (FISHER) WRIGHT

JUSTIN L GAYDOSIK
COREYLEE J MELANSON

ALEXANDER P PRZYBYLA
JUSTIN ALLEN LEE FOSTER
DANIELLE K DAVENPORT
LAUREN K DAVENPORT
LEONARD R HAMILTON

MICHAEL J MAREK
BRANDON P DAVENPORT

SA’MYAH L JONES
DONALD HUFFMAN

INOCENSIO MARTINEZ

40 POTH
MARY (BRANDESKY) 

CREIGHTON

JANET ELAINE MCGRATH 
JANET L SWIZE

NATALIE KOWALIK RAABE
STEPHANIE B GALL

SHIRLEY ANN JONES
SHERYL R KELLER

JEAN M BOONE
G R KROLL

SARA SUZANNE POLASEK

41 ELLINGER
JAN SMITH

COURTNEY (DOMINEY) 
WOODS

42 SEALY
BESSIE ANN SCHROEDER

PATRICIA K BENTLEY
TAMBRY J (FISHER) SMITH

ROSE NEAS
CYNTHIA COBB
TERRI D FAJKUS
LAURA CHILDS

MANDIE N RADCLIFFE
JENA L BENTLEY

DANIELLE C HUBENAK
JORDAN H MARTIN

TYLER S SUSEN-SNYDER
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“A Deep Dive Into The Most Holy Trinity by Father Jared Cooke, 
KJZT State Chaplain...continued from page 3”

Now brothers and sisters, we’ve established two major things up to this point! 1. 
God is One God, but He’s made up of three Divine Persons, which goes beyond 
our understanding, and we acknowledge this as a great mystery! And 2. This 
mystery is one that we must never stop embracing. Bottom line, this mystery is 
NOT meant to be solved --- it’s meant to be shared – with love! 

It’s very interesting to me that we tend to shy away from the reality of the Trin-
ity, yet we affectionately and so often without reserve say “God is Love!” Well, 
if we say that God is Love, we’re not saying that God has Love OR Love is an 
attribute of God. What we’re saying is that the very being of God IS love! God 
is a VERB, NOT a NOUN! God is an ACTION more than a THING! So if God 
is Love, then within His own being, there must be a LOVER, a BELOVED, 
and the LOVE that they share! God is LOVE! That statement flows from and 
implies the Trinity of Persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – the LOVER, the 
BELOVED, and the LOVE that they share! Who is the LOVER? God! Who is 
the BELOVED? Jesus the Son! Who is the LOVE that they share? The Holy 
Spirit! Dr. Scott Hahn helped us to understand it in this way: When the Father 
and the Son look at one another, what do they see? Well, they see the heights 
of perfection, of beauty, of truth and what do they automatically do? They fall 
in love with each other. The Father forgets Himself in love for the Son and the 
Son looks back at the Father and forgets Himself in love for the Father. It is in 
that great ACT, they give RISE to the Holy Spirit because the Holy Spirit is that 
LOVE between the Father and the Son! 

A final image to drive this baby home; it’s from the great Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen. He says: “the Father looks at the Son, the Son from all eternity looks 
back at the Father and the two of them together sigh, ‘Ahhhh!’” That sigh, that 
breath, is the Spiritus Sanctus! The Holy breath! The Holy sigh of Love! THE 
HOLY SPIRIT! Brothers and sisters, this is WHO God is! This is what we hold 
God to be! A family of persons, a relationship, a community. The PERFECT 
relationship! Dare I say, it’s one we should look to and attempt to model our 
own relationships in life after. Just as the Father LOVES the Son and the Son 
LOVES the Father --- so too, should we love one another with the intensity of 
the Holy Trinity.

In Christ, 
Fr. Jared Cooke
KJZT Family Life State Chaplain 



Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.
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1	 YOAKUM		  TASHA REBECA BALZER			   3/31/2024		  43
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ELLA MAE (RAINOSEK) BLUDAU		  2/11/2024		  92
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ELEANOR (MALEC) ROTHBAUER		  4/26/2024		  102
6	 BRYAN			  MARY (KALINEC) MIKSCH			   3/18/2024		  91
6	 BRYAN			  MARY (SCHOENFIELD) PITCHER		  10/28/2023		  61
11	 WEST			   BARBARA (KUBACAK) RECEK		  5/1/2024		  87
16	 ENNIS			   MARIE (TARABA) HEJNY			   3/22/2024		  85
16	 ENNIS			   EVELYN MARIE PATAK			   3/28/2024		  86
16	 ENNIS			   MARIE (SPANIEL) PRACHYL			   4/11/2024		  93
17	 NADA			   ETHELYN POPP				    3/21/2024		  92
18	 GRANGER		  ANN MARY (VRANA) MUSSIL			  3/23/2024		  94
22	 WALLIS		  JEANETTE (SVOBODA) ZUREK		  3/4/2024		  71
23	 HOSTYN		  MARGIE (MUZNY) JANDA			   3/21/2024		  73
23	 HOSTYN		  CATHERINE (KOLEK) DEMARCO		  5/14/2024		  78
29	 FRYDEK		  JOE NOVOSAD					    10/23/2023		  95
30	 EAST BERNARD	 PAULINA (TALAFUSE) PONCIK		  2/15/2024		  87
30	 EAST BERNARD	 GEORGIE (BERAN) ORSAK 			   2/4/2024		  86
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ANNA (KUBES) HUEBEL			   9/30/2023		  82
31	 LA GRANGE		  JACQUELINE (STUEBER) MUZNY		  11/5/2023		  67
31	 LA GRANGE		  BENJAMIN CHOVANEC			   1/23/2024		  81
44	 MORAVIA		  ADELA (SIEGEL) FILIP				   3/12/2024		  87
44	 MORAVIA		  ANITA (BARBORAK) PROSKE			   3/30/2024		  88
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 JANE (ZDANSKY) PAVLICEK			   9/18/2023		  84
47	 INDUSTRY		  LOUISE (KONIECZNY BOLCEREK		  4/12/2024		  78
72	 EL CAMPO		  EDITH (MOZISEK) KORENEK			   10/19/2022		  95
75	 JOURDANTON		 MARY (TREJO) LOPEZ				   5/3/2024		  75
75	 JOURDANTON		 BARBARA (RIEBE) TRAVIS			   2/27/2024		  87
75	 JOURDANTON		 AGNES (KUNTCHER) HOFFAMN		  3/30/2024		  80
75	 JOURDANTON		 GEORGIE MATILDA POLANSKY		  2/23/2024		  87
77	 ROSENBERG		  ADELIA (BARCAK) KUBECZKA		  10/2/2019		  98
88	 VERNON		  MARY (DRABEK) NAHAY O’MALLEY		  11/4/2022		  76
89	 SINTON		  MARY ANN (POLASEK) VANECEK		  3/15/2024		  90
93	 AUSTIN		  ELAINE (KALINA) OLSOVSKY			  4/26/2024		  98
100	 BAY CITY		  JORRAIN (HOLUB) LYNCH			   5/2/2023		  82
104	 ABBOTT		  HELEN (PUSTEJOVSKY) MACH		  3/27/2024		  85
104	 ABBOTT		  JO ANNA (EWING) BAJER			   6/2/2023		  92
125	 HOUSTON		  ROSE HARTMAN				    3/11/2024		  85

Prayer for All The Faithful Departed

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.



Protecting Families.
Nurturing Communities.

• Life Insurance
• Annuities/IRA’s
• Family Events
• Family Volunteer Opportunities
• Pharmacy Discount Program
• Orphan Benefits

• Bi-Monthly Journal
• Camp Guardian Angel
• Catholic School Tuition Benefit
• Clerical Endowment Fund
• Junior Scholarships
• Camp Guardian Angel
• Daily Masses

1.888.253.2338 www.kjzt.org


