
KJZT Family Fun Day 2024
June 9, 2024 - Sheridan, Texas

There will be a reserved area marked for KJZT Family Life. Mass will be held at 
10 a.m. with KJZT State Chaplain Father Jared Cooke. Door prizes, fellowship and the 

distribution of wristbands will follow Mass. Join us for summer fun!

Waterpark Tickets/Wristband
$31.99/Guest

Ages 2 & Under - Free*

The Splashway Waterpark opens at 11 a.m. and closes at 6 p.m. 
Meal Ticket/Wristband will be provided by KJZT Family Life. 

Tickets must only be pre-purchased from the State Office. Payment by cash or check only. 
Checks payable to KJZT Family Life. Mail to KJZT Family Life, 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760, Attn: Liz Hernandez.

RSVP to the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 by May 24th to join us!

*Per Park requirements, children 2 & under are free only with the proof of a swim diaper at 
the gate.
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We are already a third of the way through 2024, and it has gone so fast. We 
have had a few of our District Socials for the year and they have had really 
great attendance by our members. I want to thank all of the Society Officers 
and State Directors for their hard work, and our members for continuing 
to support and show their dedication for our Fraternal. I am really excited 
for all of the District Socials yet to come this year, and getting out to see 
and visit with everyone, as well as share all the exciting work that KJZT is 
doing. 
  I would like to welcome our new State Director for Districts I and II, 
Tracey Gearson. We are looking forward to working with Tracey and she 
has already proven to be an asset as a State Director for KJZT Family Life. 

Please see information below about Tracey.
  We are excited about the events coming up in the next few months that I hope to see our members at. We 
have set the date for our annual Family Fun Day at Splashway Waterpark in Sheridan, TX. for June 9. Also, 
Camp Guardian Angel will be June 23-26. Please see information about Family Fun Day on the front cover 
of the Journal and information about Camp Guardian Angel on Page 21, but if you have any questions, please 
reach out to the home office.
  We also will be attending and sponsoring some really exciting Czech events in the next couple months. 
We will be attending Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Czech-Slovak Spring Festival,  Slavnost at the 
TCHCC in La Grange, The National Polka Festival in Ennis and many more events. It is always so wonder-
ful to see all the support for our history and our heritage at the events. 
  The service we give our Members is of major importance to us. Please give us a call at the State Office to 
review your life insurance. If you are interested in additional insurance on yourself or your family members, 
we can have a dedicated agent reach out to you to review your current policies

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO
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Tracey Gearson Appointed State Director 
for Districts I and II

Tracey Gearson is a lifetime member and third generation member of 
KJZT Family Life. KJZT Family Life is a tradition handed down from her 
grandmother to her mother to her. She presently serves as KJZT Family 
Life President of St. Joseph Society #1 in Yoakum. She is an active parish-
ioner of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Yoakum, a member of the Carl & 
Mary Welhausen Library Friends of the Library Board, and a Sacred Heart 
ACTS team member. 
  Tracey earned her BBA from the McCoy College of Business at Texas 
State University in San Marcos Texas. The Insurance Industry is no strang-
er to Tracey. This year she celebrates 20 years of employment with Hoch-
heim Prairie Insurance Association and enjoys working with a great team 
of co-workers. She also has 12 years’ experience in the Health Insurance 
field.

  Tracey and her husband, Chris, have two adult sons that are the light of her eye. The KJZT tradition con-
tinues as both sons and a new daughter-in-law are KJZT Family Life members.
  Tracey is eager to begin her Life Insurance journey with KJZT Family Life, putting her insurance knowl-
edge and talents to work to make a difference to the company and to the lives of the membership. Tracey is 
honored to be selected as a State Director.
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

This Side of the Resurrection
KJZT brothers and sisters, welcome to this side of the Resurrection! I pray that Holy Week liturgies and Easter cel-
ebrations were profound and memorable for you. Mine was truly blessed! As I preached on Easter Sunday, there is 
perhaps no greater time than Easter for us to be truly be convicted at our very core, as to what kind of life we are liv-
ing. I mean, is it truly a life lived for Christ or is it a Christ-less life? OR is it a life where we make Christ just another 
option in the midst of a cascade of options to mull over and we might chose Him as that momentarily selected option 
once a week on a Saturday vigil or a Sunday morning? Brothers and sisters, make no mistake, you and I celebrated 
the glorious Paschal Mystery these past weeks and in a sense, this was us, especially on Easter Sunday, responding to 
Christ (praise be to God!), but in that same breath, I ask you are we responding to Him on Monday, and Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, and Thursday, and Friday as well? I think it’s quite obvious by now for those who know me, that I like to 
begin my homilies by thanking you for making Jesus a Priority in your day and it’s by design because when I speak 
it, my prayer is that you do a brief examination of conscience, I want the thought to cross your mind and strike you 
right smack in the noggin --- “Is Christ, really, my priority?” OR do I treat Him purely as an option, that I sometimes 
chose? This is a question for us to ponder this day, but also in the other six days of our week. Remember brothers and 

sisters, with every blow of torture that Christ took, with every foul slander He endured from the mouths of the Romans and His own community, with each blast 
of a nail into His already scourged body, was he thinking of the shame, embarrassment, or even the pain --- NO! He was thinking about YOU! So the question for 
us remains, how often and how intently do we, even remotely THINK about Jesus in return, much less engage with Him on a weekly, better yet daily basis. So, as 
we continue on in this Easter Season and in that profound reality that HE DID THIS FOR ME, which should be at the forefront of our minds, let us ALL strive to 
step it up a notch, myself included!  
  That said, I must admit, the Gospel from Divine Mercy Sunday is still resonating in my heart - remember, where the disciples are all locked up in the upper room 
and Jesus appears to them? Well, I’d like to share a few thoughts. Whenever I read the story of the aftermath of the resurrection, I sort of flash back to my child-
hood. Now, believe it or not, I was a severely, I mean clinically introverted kid and it got so bad that I would not even speak to my own teachers at school and would 
literally stand in the middle of the classroom tears streaming down my face, head staring at the floor, petrified and paralyzed by fear — we are talking kindergarten 
here, not 8th grade, HA! Eventually young Jared received help and counseling and I eventually came out of my shell in late middle school/early high school, but 
I can still feel and recall the intense and debilitating fear that I used to feel as a kid. I don’t know if you’ve ever been in that sort of situation before, where you’re 
so fearful about something that you have to do, a decision that you have to make, a role you have to play, a person you have to talk to — in any case, it puts you 
in a state of fear that paralyzes you! That’s exactly what happens when we walk in fear — fear puts chains on us, it shackles us and restrains us to the point where 
we can’t really do anything, much less what God has created us to do. In that Gospel reading we see the disciples locked up in fear — literally LOCKED BEHIND 
CLOSED DOORS. Recall, it says, “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in their midst.” Now, let’s stop there. I love this reading because it talks about two things: First is that the disciples were very fearful — they were 
fearful of what might happen to them because of their testimony and their connection with and belief in Jesus AND secondly, as a result of this, they’re locked 
behind closed doors, shaking in their sandals. They’re locked up, they’re isolated, they don’t want anybody to know that they’re debilitated in that state of fear. 
Now brothers and sisters, the disciples are NEVER gonna change the world if they stay in that room locked up! So at some point they must dig deep, they must 
unlock the door, and step on out! That said, here is why I really love this Gospel account, because it says “Jesus came to them..” He came and He stood in their 
midst. In other words, the locks that were on the doors were NOT enough to stop Jesus, they were NOT enough to hide the disciples away, they were NOT enough 
to keep Jesus from approaching them in their shame and fear, the locks were NOT enough from reminding them about the mission that He called them to. NO! 
He came to them in the midst of their fear and the brokenness! Brothers and sisters, I’d like for you to think right now — are you yourself locked up in fear? Are 
there things going on in your life that have you so locked up that you cannot be that mother, you cannot be that father, you cannot be that generous single person, 
you cannot be that Priest, that Deacon, that friend that God has called you to be? I want you to know, that right where you are at this week and especially right 
now in this moment, Jesus comes to you in the midst of your fear, whether raw or calloused over already. He comes to you in that fear, He comes to you behind 
those locked doors and He gives you — DIVINE MERCY! Mercy is where God’s love meets your fear and your pain and He wants to give you that mercy, this 
week and here and now, if only you open yourself to Him and receive it. Recall what the Gospel says immediately following Jesus’ entrance into the locked room. 
It says the disciples “rejoiced” when they saw the Lord and Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you!” Isn’t that great? You go from fear to peace, simply because 
Jesus enters the scene and is acknowledged and engaged. Brothers and sisters, please hear me when I say --- FEAR IS NOT FROM GOD, but should we go to Him 
when fear strikes us, He will always respond with love and direction, and He will shower us with His Divine Mercy! As has been echoed throughout history, “Do 
not be afraid,” for the Lord our God is with YOU! Ignore Him at your own peril. In the Risen Christ, Fr. Jared Cooke
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    Edith Sohrt Molberg’s Czech-Moravian lineage centers from Palkovice which 
is approximately three miles from Frydek-Mystic in the Czech Republic and 
also from Faulda, Germany. 
  She gained an interest in genealogy as a result of joining KJZT and becoming 
very involved with the organization.
  Visits to the Czech Republic included staying with relatives in Palkovice and 
Ostrava. Gatherings included visits to her great-grandfather’s home with meals 
and extensive visits with relatives for four days (1984) and then 5 days (1987) 
which included a wedding. Many trips to the Czech Republic followed.
  KJZT active membership began as Secretary and then shortly thereafter as 
President of Society 72, Queen of the Holy Rosary, for over twenty-five years. 
This tenure consisted of conducting Society 72 local monthly meetings, attend-
ing District meetings and conducting district meetings in El Campo, Texas at 
St. Phillips Catholic Church. When attending State Convention Meetings, Edith 
served as Lector and Eucharistic Minister during Mass. Edith also served as 
Lector and Eucharistic Minister at St. Andrews Catholic Church. She also led 
the Rosary for KJZT members for wake and funeral services. She participated in 
many fundraising activities for KJZT, church and civic entities, including the El 

Campo Opportunity Center and Second Time Around Resales, which continues to sustain benefits for special needs citizens today. Edith served as a board member 
for the Opportunity Center and worked with personnel development and By-Law upgrades to reflect current changes in operations. 
  Edith served as Administrator of the Czech Catholic Home for the aged for 36 1/2 years. The Home, completed November 7, 1954, was founded by Angelina 
Matocha of San Antonio, Mrs. Gussie Franta of Hallettsville, and Mrs. Mary Baca of El Campo. Support was received from KJT, KJZT and numerous individu-
als and societies throughout Texas. 
  Edith held office as Treasurer, Secretary, President and Director for the Wharton County Czech Heritage Society. She also traveled to Wilbur, Nebraska where 
her Daughter participated in the Queens contest representing Texas Czech Heritage Society. This contest was encouraged by El Campo and Hillje KJZT Societies.
  Edith developed a traveling exhibit to illustrate Czech customs and traditions. Her daughter, Tria, dressed in her kroj presented this cultural information styled 
after a booklet written by Dr. Dorothy Bohac, PhD. Highlighting Edith’s many trips to the Czech Republic was a three week course at Charles University in Prague 
consisting of language and cultured studies. 
  All of Edith’s involvement in Czech related travel, education, various civic projects and accomplishments were a springboard for volunteering in many worth-
while endeavors. KJZT Family Life was proud to celebrate Edith Molberg as their TOCA 2024 Honoree.
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KJZT 2024 Texans of Czech Ancestry Honoree: Edith Molberg

Pictured (L to R) are TOCA VP Arlene Cloyd, KJZT President/CEO & TOCA Secretary Catherine Syl-
vester, Tria Svatek, KJZT State Director Joy Kovar, KJZT State Director Helen Metzer, 2024 TOCA 
Honoree for KJZT Edith Molberg, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and KJZT State 
Director Betty Vacek.

Award of Appreciation Presented
On April 7, 2024, Joyce Kurtz was presented a plaque by President/CEO Cath-
erine Sylvester in appreciation for her 10 years of service to KJZT.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, State Director Helen Metzer, retired State Director 
Joyce Kurtz, State Director Tracey Gearson, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Joy 
Kovar, and State Director Kathy Wishert.

KJZT Sponsors Ennis Czech Music Festival
KJZT Family Life had a table at the event where you could pick up brochures 
and talk to local sales agents. Visitors could also learn more about the ongoing 
Connect Contest.

Pictured (L to R) are agent Tina Sylvester (Ennis), State Director Stephanie Matous, new agent 
Diana Blakely (West) and agent Theresa Plsek (West).



Page 5KJZT Family Life JournalMarch/April 2024

On Saturday, March 2nd, Mrs. Angeline Grigar of East Bernard celebrated 100 years of living with multitudes 
of family and friends. The gathering was held at the Holy Cross Catholic School meeting room with a mouth-
watering lunch, timely music and much more. Over 150 relatives and friends attended this milestone sharing 
stories and memories about her impact on their lives. As guests arrived, they were greeted outside by a cheerful 
accordion musician playing Angeline’s favorite polka music. 
  Once inside everyone signed the guest book then were tempted with snacks of homemade kolaches (made by 
daughter Nancy), poppyseed rolls and fresh fruit. This momentous event began with her son, Tim Grigar, intro-
ducing her five children and their families: Connie Grigar Janis of Lockhart, J.J. (Johnny) Grigar III and his wife 
Janet of Lockhart, Tim and his wife Janice of Gig Harbor, Washington, Nancy Stewart and her husband Ronnie 
of Geronimo, and Ronnie Grigar and his wife Julie of East Bernard. Also in attendance were her seven grandchil-
dren and twelve great-grandchildren. Tim expressed that Angeline loved all her children equally, however he then 
took off his jacket and revealed a T-shirt that said Mom Likes Me Best. What a hoot!
  Then her son, J.J. interviewed his mother by asking questions about her early life. Angeline was born in East 
Bernard to John and Angeline Janis. She grew up in the country helping with the animals, crops and a large 
garden on the farm. She grew up without electricity, experienced the Great Depression and World War II. Asked 
about starting her first year at school she said that each morning she and her sister had to milk seven cows then 
walk down a muddy road to catch the school bus. Angeline worked at Union State Bank for several years until 
she got married and had children. However, when her oldest daughter started college, she expressed that she went 
back to work at the bank because her daughter was spending all her money! She has been a KJZT officer since 
1965 and continues to serve as the local president. Angeline raised chickens for years and years using many eggs 

to make her famous noodles. She has made and sold these noodles to many people in East Bernard and surrounding areas. Several guests have already enjoyed her 
noodles in chicken noodle soup. Many hilarious and heart-warming memories were shared by Angeline drawing much laughter and love from the group.
  Before lunch was served her great-granddaughter, Parker, led the group in prayer. A delicious meal of chicken-fried chicken, mixed vegetables, green pea salad, 
homemade bread, and iced tea was served. The countless family and friends gathered at tables adorned with themed table runners, vases of fragrant fresh flow-
ers and numerous treasured pictures of her glorious 100 years of life. A special table stood with bouquets of beautiful flowers, decorated cupcakes and an Italian 
Cream birthday cake. Hanging behind this table was a backdrop of a vintage quilt and strands of more flowers. After visitors finished their meals, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren alike served slices of birthday cake.
  After many more conversations and hugs it was time to clean and pack up. The clean-up committee consisted of Angeline’s grandchildren, their significant others 
and their children: Caleb Grigar and Kamryn, Zeb and Shiloh Stewart and Britt, Brock and Barrett, Luke and Cynthia Stewart, Katie and Matt Potts and Avery, 
Will and Stockton, and Shane and Michelle Grigar and Parker, Tyler and Maddie and Johnny Grigar V.  (Unable to attend were Callie and Valerie.)    
  “Dear Angeline, may the coming years continue to be a wonderful adventure for you, full of laughter, hugs and new experiences.  Congratulations Angeline, for 
a century of your achievements and the beauty of a life well lived.” ♥️ (Article and photo courtesy of Grigar Family.)

Members Meet US Czech Heritage Queen
The Czech Heritage Society of South Texas held their semi-annual dance at 
Moravian Hall in Corpus Christi. The Czech-Slovak Queen, Destiny Holling-

sworth attended, presented a mu-
sical performance, and played a 
Czech Bingo game with the crowd. 
Destiny is a member of the Bexar 
County Czech Heritage Society.

Pictured with Queen Destiny are KJZT mem-
bers, Lorraine Nemec, VP of Society No. 46 
Corpus Christi, Eileen Nemec Champine, 
Queen Destiny Hollingsworth, and Betty Va-
cek, State Director. 

Long-Time Dedicated Member Celebrates 100th Birthday

Society Officer Luncheon
A KJZT Family Life Society Officer’s Luncheon was held for Districts VIII, 
District XV and District XVI hosted by State Director Kathy Wishert on Sat-
urday, March 16th at The Jay’s Café in Needville, Texas. The luncheon was to 
thank and show appreciation for their services and dedication to the Fraternal. 

Pictured sitting are Irene Dittrich, 
Linda Pavlicek, Janet Gibson, 
Vivan Jedlicka, Olga Anders, 
and Shirley Kaminski. Pictured 
standing are Kathy Wishert, State 
Director, Mary Kay Dittrich, Euge-
nia Kulhanek, Adela Wadephul, 
Judith Michulka, Joan Hutchin-
son, Mary Kulhanek, and Carol 
Buchta.
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Statement of Condition
December 31, 2023

Calendar of Events
April 22
It’s Earth Day! Pope Francis says, “As stewards of God’s creation, we are 
called to make the earth a beautiful garden for the human family. When 
we destroy our forests, ravage our soil and pollute our seas, we betray 
that noble calling.” Let us all come together on this day, and every day, to 
work towards taking better care of the environment. It begins with you. 

Month of May 
The month of May is the month of Mary. One of the ways that Catholic parishes 
honor Mary, Mother of God, is by holding a May Crowning. This is a reminder 
to us to strive to imitate our Blessed Mother’s virtue in our own lives. You can 
pay homage to Mary on your own by making a pilgrimage to visit churches dedi-
cated to her, reading a book about Mary, or reciting the rosary.

May 4
Join Hands Day: A national volunteer day that brings young people and adults 
together to make great contributions to their community. Speak with your fel-
low Society members about joining hands with your Junior members for a local 
work project!

May 12
Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers! May the Lord bless you for all you have done 
for your families. “A mother is she who can take the place of all others, but whose 
place no one else can take.”

May 19
Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center of La Grange presents Slavnost ‘May
Fest’ & Tribute to the Czech Immigrants to Texas. At 10:30 a.m., there will be a
Tribute Ceremony followed by a meal to be served at 11:30 a.m. There will be 
music 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. by Donnie Wavra & Friends Orchestra! Also, Czech or-
ganizations booths, kolace table, activities, classic car show, cold drinks, country 
store and more! For additional info, visit czechtexas.org

May 24 - 25
The National Polka Festival in Ennis, Texas invites everyone to come help cel-
ebrate 57 wonderful years of Czech heritage festivities. The festival kicks off with 
an opening dance on Friday, featuring polka music and the King and Queen 
Dance Contest. On Saturday, floats, bands, and colorful costumes will kick-off 
the downtown festivities. Enjoy a weekend of polka dancing, Czech foods, and 
15 live polka bands including Grammy Award winning Brave Combo and the 
Josh Abbott Band Country Concert on Saturday Night! 
Visit www.nationalpolkafestival.com for more.

May 27
The State Office will be closed in observance of Memorial Day.

“Jesus looked at them and said, 
‘With man it is impossible, but not with God. 

For all things are possible with God.’”

Mark 10:27
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KJZT Districts XI & XII Take 
Painted Churches Tour

  KJZT Family Life members and guests from Districts XI and XII joined 
their State Director Helen Metzer on a Chartered Bus Day Trip to the Painted 
Churches on April 3, 2024. Director Metzer partnered with L J Adventures from 
Bryan to coordinate the tour.
  The bus picked up members from Corn Hill, Granger, and Georgetown in Tay-
lor at 7:30 a.m. Then down the road in Caldwell, members were picked up from 
Caldwell, Bryan, and Marak at 8:30 a.m.
  Their first stop was at the Schulenberg Chamber of Commerce to pick up Tour 
Guide Wendy Syrinek (also a KJZT Family Life Member). KJZT Family Life 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester and KJZT Family Life State Director Joy 
Kovar joined the group here also.
  Their first Painted Church to go to was St. John the Baptist in St. John. Then 
to St. Mary’s in High Hill followed by a buffet lunch at Oakridge Smokehouse 
in Schulenberg.
  After lunch they toured Painted Churches in Ammannsville and Dubina. All 
were blessed with a beautiful day, good bus, good driver, great tour guide and 
delicious food. These special churches along with the tour guide, encouraged 
all to cherish their Czech Heritage and their Catholic Faith. This was something 
the ancestors of these churches gave to all of us many years ago. Some new 
friends were made along with much knowledge gained, spiritual renewal oc-
curred and great memories were made from this special day. Passengers were 
back in Caldwell by 4:30 p.m. and in Taylor by 5:30 p.m.

Pictured are the bus tour attendees in front of one of the painted churches in Dubina, Texas; 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church.

Member Performs at 
Carnegie Hall with Choir

Angela Rodriguez traveled to New York City during her Spring Break to per-
form at Carnegie Hall on March 11, 2024 
as part of the Angelo State University 
Choir and the San Angelo Chorus. Her par-
ents, Adrian & Ledezma Rodriguez and 2 
younger siblings, Adrian Joseph & Gabriel 
Rodriguez made the journey to join her and 
hear the choir performance. While in New 
York City, the family was able to attend 
Mass and tour St. Patrick’s Cathedral as 
well as take in other city sights such as the 
New York Public Library, U.S.S. Intrepid, 
Central Park and Times Square. Angela is 
currently a student at Angelo State Uni-
versity in San Angelo, Texas, her major is 
Exercise Science, and she is active at the 
campus Newman Center. 

Pictured is the Rodriguez Family in Times Square in New York City.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day 
is once a month on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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KJZT Family Life is proud to announce that 40 Societies were awarded Platinum Status, 17 Societies were awarded Diamond Status and 1 
Society was awarded Ruby Status for the year of 2023. Each Status Society receives a funding check based on the Status received to help 
with Society operations. This year, the State Office awarded over $76,000 to the Fraternal Status Society winners. The Board of Directors 
and State Officers extend their gratitude to these dedicated Societies who give so much of their time to their churches and communities. 
The following are the winning Societies:   

Congratulations to the 2023 Status Societies!

PLATINUM STATUS
Society No. 1 Yoakum
Society No. 2 Hallettsville
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Society No. 4 Praha
Society No. 6 Bryan
Society No. 10 Fayetteville
Society No. 11 West
Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Society No. 14 Moulton
Society No. 16 Ennis
Society No. 20 Cistern
Society No. 21 Marak
Society No. 23 Hostyn
Society No. 24 Ammannsville
Society No. 31 La Grange
Society No. 37 Hochheim
Society No. 41 Ellinger

Society No. 43 Ganado
Society No. 44 Moravia
Society No. 45 Tours
Society No. 46 Corpus Christi
Society No. 47 Industry
Society No. 48 Cameron
Society No. 49 Needville
Society No. 65 Holman
Society No. 66 Weimar
Society No. 69 Smithville
Society No. 72 El Campo
Society No. 83 Flatonia
Society No. 85 Damon
Society No. 93 Austin
Society No. 104 Abbott
Society No. 108 Dallas
Society No. 111 Edna

Society No. 114 Houston
Society No. 115 Freeport
Society No. 118 Taft
Society No. 125 Houston
Society No. 126 Palacios
Society No. 130 Georgetown

DIAMOND STATUS
Society No. 5 Shiner
Society No. 15 Corn Hill
Society No. 17 Nada
Society No. 18 Granger
Society No. 19 Taylor
Society No. 22 Wallis
Society No. 27 Caldwell
Society No. 28 Frenstat
Society No. 29 Frydek

Society No. 30 East Bernard
Society No. 40 Poth
Society No. 42 Sealy
Society No. 53 Wied
Society No. 75 Jourdanton
Society No. 89 Sinton
Society No. 100 Bay City
Society No. 101 Victoria

RUBY STATUS
Society No. 7 Dubina

PLATINUM STATUS PLATINUM STATUS

ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families are invited 
to attend. Pins of Recognition are presented, we honor members 
who have passed away, Junior members are recognized, and a meal 
is provided. We would love for you to come join us for fellowship 

with your fellow KJZT members!

April 27th - District VI: Hosted by #89 Sinton 
(Director Vacek)

June 8th - District VIII: Hosted by #42 Sealy 
(Director Wishert)

June 30th - District III: Hosted by #17 Nada (Director Kovar)
July 21st - District X: Hosted by #104 Abbott (Director Matous)

District Socials are for you! 

DIAMOND STATUS

July 28th - District V: Hosted by #31 La Grange 
(Director Kovar)

August 11th - District XVI: Hosted by #125 Houston 
(Director Wishert)

September 8th - District II: Hosted by #24 Ammannsville 
(Director Gearson)

September 29th - District IV: Hosted by #40 Poth 
(Director Vacek)

October 13th - District XI/XII: Hosted by #15 Corn Hill 
(Director Metzer)
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District News
District IX Social

KJZT Society No. 43 Ganado hosted the District IX Social on April 6th. Hosting 
Society Officers were President Jennifer Kallus, Vice-President Mildred John-
son, Secretary Cecilia French, and Treasurer Frances Vesely. Guests included 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Betty Vacek, State Junior 
Coordinator Anne Wick and Fraternal Field Manager Deborah Kaspar.
  Hosting Society President Jennifer Kallus welcomed everyone and then they 
all shared a meal.The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Junior members. The 
Junior pledge was recited and Junior awards were given out by State Junior 
Coordinator Anne Wick.
  Next, a Memorial Service for deceased members of all the Districts’ Societies 
was held. Following, Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded and Member-
ship and Achievement Pins were presented.
  All guests stood up to each make a short speech before the social commenced.
There were reminders of upcoming events, a closing prayer, and names were 
drawn for door prizes.

District IX 75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Judith M Sulak, Marie P Matlock, Carol Vacca, Sylvia 
Nielsen, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District IX 50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Jennifer Kallus, Margaret M Metting (Vrana), Mary 
A Janacek, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District IX Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Margaret Lawrence for 100 Bay City, Jennifer Kallus 
for 43 Ganado, Janet Holub for 72 El Campo, Deborah Barnett for 126 Palacios, Pat Kromka for 111 
Edna, Irene Brosch for 101 Victoria, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District IX Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick, Gianna Kallus, Bella Kallus, Xavier Kallus, 
and Gabriel Kallus.

To continue to serve our members, we will be printing 
the names for which we do not have addresses on file. 
These lists will be printed by Society. If you know a 
person named on the list, please let them know we need 
to get in touch. As always, the State Office can be 

reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

No Address Listed

31 LA GRANGE
LEE ANN (WINKLER) MOORE

32 HOUSTON
LILLIE N RUHMANN

CAROL THACKER
GERALDINE M ANGELI

JO ANN KMIECIK
JO ANN MALONEY

CYNTHIA (CULPEPPER) 
LANGHORNE

PAULETTE SILLER
SUSAN (SCHROEDER) 

MODISETT
AGNES L FOSTER

JANICE K CAMPBELL
MARILYN C SMITH
MARIE C HLOZEK
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District News
District I Social

KJZT Society No. 14 Moulton hosted the District I Social on April 7th. Host-
ing Society Officers were President Jennifer Machacek, Vice-President Marian 
Kram, Secretary Mary Ann Rother, Treasurer Angeline Jalufka, and Junior Di-
rector Alice Leonard. Guests included President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State 
Director Tracey Gearson, State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick and Fraternal 
Field Manager Deborah Kaspar.
  Hosting Society President Jennifer Machacek led the meeting. Junior awards 
were given out by State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.
  Guests present were announced and retired State Director Joyce Kurtz was 
asked to join them at the front. She was then presented a plaque thanking her for 
her 10 years of service to KJZT.
  Next, 50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins were handed out to those recipi-
ents that were present. Then, Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded.
  A Memorial Service for deceased members of all the Districts’ Societies was 
held. Following, Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded and Membership 
and Achievement Pins were presented.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Angeline Netardus, Earline Patek, Susan 
Kasper, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester. 

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Joyce Svetlik, Amy M Adamek, Janet L Moeller, 
Anita J Migl, Sherri H Janak and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District I Junior Members
Pictured in front are Delane Appelt, Adaline Appelt, Alex Jurena, Quinn Janak, Colt Janak and Alyssa 
Grafe. Pictured in middle are Levi Leonard, Joyce Kurtz, Maddie Kurtz, Diana Jurena, Samantha 
Moeller, Cierra Shaver, Ella Demel, Emily Moeller, Jenna Stock, and Sally Machacek. Pictured in 
back are State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick, Jack Leonard, Darren Jurena, Junior Director for 5 
Shiner Denise Leist, and Assistant Junior Director for 5 Shiner Brian Leist.

District I Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Tracey Gearson, Helen Janak for 53 Wied, Mary Ann Rother for 
14 Moulton, Mary Ann Janca for 2 Hallettsville, Helen Manning for 1 Yoakum, Doris Janak for 3 St. 
Mary’s, Gladys Hermes for 12 Sweet Home, RoseMary Havlik for 37 Hochheim, Allison Nieto for 5 
Shiner, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District I Achievement Pins
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Achievement Pin Recipient Roberta Wen-
zel, Achievement Pin Recipient Rose Mary Havlik, and State Director Tracey Gearson.
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

March -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader: 

John McDermott

First Quarter -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader:

Tina Sylvester

We must ask ourselves, are we protected and prepared for the future?
We value our homes; we insure them with homeowners’ insurance.
We value our vehicles; we have car insurance.
We value our health; we have health insurance.
But do we value our life?
Are we adequately covered with life insurance?

  Stop for just a moment and comprehend how your life impacts your loved 
ones. If you were to experience a sudden tragedy or terminal illness of a loved 
one or yourself, how would your family adjust? Are you prepared for your final 
expenses or are you leaving that for your loved ones to figure out and take care 
of? How will your family carry on or will they struggle without being insured 
or not having enough coverage? These are questions we should consider while
we are able. Do not wait until your time on this earth becomes less, before you 
become uninsurable due to declining health or age or before a tragic accident 
occurs. Protect your family, give them the coverage they deserve now. Today 
is the youngest you will ever be, don’t wait. Ensure the life of your loved ones 
with KJZT Family Life.

  Visit our website to learn more about the insurance we offer. KJZT, founded 
over 130 years ago, still provides the protection you and your family deserve. At
KJZT we care, we give back to our parishes, communities and societies. But 
most importantly, we care about the whole family and are ready to help you 
prepare and protect your family for the uncertainty of tomorrow.

KJZT Life Insurance
By Deborah Kaspar and Joan Johnson, Fraternal Field Managers

Contact us in one of the following ways:  
● State Office by email info@kjzt.org  or by phone (888) 253-2338
● Deborah Kaspar by email dkaspar@kjzt.org 
   or Joan Johnson by email jjohnson@kjzt.org

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Society Production Leader!our Top Society Production Leader!

First Quarter -  
KJZT Society No. 14 Moulton
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The Society  
d i s t r i b u t e d 

checks to their three local area food banks. Presi-
dent Gloria Miksch presented a check to Schulen-
burg Food Pantry. Accepting were Veronica Smith 
and Sheila Brossmann. Miksch also made a presen-
tation to La Grange AMEN with their representative 
accepting. Weimar We Can also received a check 
presented by Gloria Miksch.

24 AmmannsvilleCelebrating 
Catholic Schools Week

KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools. This 
year, Catholic Schools Week was held from January 
28th to February 3rd and some of our local KJZT 
Societies participated. Supporting the Catholic faith, 
especially through education, is very important to 
KJZT Family Life. So important in fact, that it is 
part of our Fraternal’s Mission. We are happy that 
for the sixth year in a row, Societies were able to 
show their support to their local Catholic Schools. 
We hope these projects inspire you and your Society 
to hold a project next year and participate in Catho-
lic Schools Week in 2025. It’s traditionally held the 
last week of January, so write it on your calendars to 
discuss your Catholic Schools Week work projects 
later this year. Thank you to all the Societies that 
participated. Bless God’s children.

44 Moravia

5 Shiner

Sacred Heart Catholic School, Hallettsville
The Society made a $100.00 donation to Sacred Heart Catholic 
School during Catholic Schools week. The donation is to be used 
on any supplies needed by the school. Dorothy Henke, Secretary 
presented a check to the school Principal Kevin Haas. Also pic-
tured is KJZT member Leo C. Henke.

Shiner Catholic School, Shiner
Pictured in back are Society members and school staff. Pictured 
in front are school children of Shiner Catholic School.

Society News

On February 19, 2024, 
the first quarterly 

social of Society #31 St. Frances of Rome of La 
Grange was held. President Elizabeth Kallus led 
opening prayers that included praying for members 
who passed away since the November social, name-
ly Ruth Chovanec and Benjamin F. Chovanec.  
  Pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags were recited, 
reading of the November 13th minutes was dis-
pensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, 
bills were approved for payment, and Secretary 
Marilyn Kothmann read local and State Office cor-
respondence.  
  KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments re-
port by Vice President Nicole Ramirez showed three 
sympathies and one birthday by the society, and sev-
enteen enrollments by individuals. One cheer card 
was sent. The deceased members will be remem-
bered with Mass intentions.  Kallus gave the public-
ity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.    
  Wrap up:  Goody bags were given to teachers, staff, 
and Fr. Brian at Sacred Heart Catholic School in La 
Grange for Catholic Schools Week. At the March 
24, 2024, Sacred Heart School Spring Festival, So-
ciety #31 will sponsor the plant wheel game. 
New information:  The annual feast day Mass will 

31 La Grange
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Find us on Facebook 
for updates on Events, News, 

and Society Activities!

Society News

The meeting of St. 
Anne’s Society #10 

was called to order at 1 p.m. on February 20th.  
President Mary Jane Toddy opened the meeting with 
prayers for all living members and their families 
and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. There 
were 9 members present.
  Rose Rohde read the minutes from the previous 
meeting. Helen Wied reported on cards received 
and sent out and Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s 
report. 
  In new business, the group voted to donate gift 
baskets to the CDA fundraiser on March 3rd and  to 
the St. John’s Altar Society fundraiser on April 27th.  
St. Anne’s sent a donation to the Czech Foundation.  
It was announced that Joy Kovar is the new District 
III Director.
  Important upcoming dates were discussed. St. 
Anne’s will host Bingo at TLC in Columbus on 
April 16, 2024 from 3-4 pm and the DCCW Dean-
ery Meeting will be held in Rockdale on April 23, 
2024. Members were reminded of the 2024 District 
Meeting to be held in Nada.
  Attendance prize winner was Lois Kaspar and the 
next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 21, 2024.
  During the closing prayer for all deceased mem-
bers, two recently passed members - Pat Sury and 
Madeline (Orsak) Petrosky were recognized. 
  After the meeting was adjourned, lunch and social 
followed.

10 Fayetteville

Pictured is Cathy McCue, one 
of the daughters of our beloved 

president Jane Hellinger who passed away in Janu-
ary. Cathy honored her mother by carrying on the 
tradition of making bread pudding for each of the 
St. Louis Lenten fish fry’s this year. It was appropri-
ately labeled “Jane’s bread pudding” and, as always, 
was a crowd favorite. 

93 Austin

The Society presented a 
check to the Hostyn & Plum 

CREW. The check included the proceeds and 
matching funds from the Soup and Noodle Sale held 
in January. This was the society’s People Helping 
People Parish Project.

23 Hostyn

The Society held a 
Country Store and 

Bake Sale on Saturday, March 23rd and Sunday, 
March 24th at St. Ann Church and St Joseph Church.  
Proceeds will benefit the St. Ann Church Building 
and Maintenance Fund.

37 Hochheim

The Queen of the Holy Ro-
sary Church held a rosary and 

“Walk for Life” on Sunday, January 21, 2024. Pic-
tured are all of the KJZT members who participated.

23 Hostynbe Saturday, March 9, 2024, at the 5:00 p.m. Mass 
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Flag Day procla-
mation signing for the Marshall Program was dis-
cussed.  
  Attendance prize was won by Phyllis Chavarria 
and the Memorare was the closing prayer.

The Society was able to 
give many generous do-

nations in 2023 due to a very successful No-Bake 
Bake Sale that was held. Funds were donated to 
Heritage Foundation, Orphan Train, Brazos Valley 
Food Bank, Ladies Auxiliary, seminarians, Hornets 
Helping Hornets, civic center roof repairs and more! 
Wow! Thank you so much to the Caldwell Society 
Officers for all of their hard work!

27 Caldwell

Members of Society No. 
48 presenting a $300 

check and the canned goods that were collected 
during their Christmas Food Drive to the Cameron 
Thrift Store on December 12, 2023. 

Pictured are: Bettie Pagach, Clara Marak who is presenting check 
to Lisa Condry, the manager of Cameron Thrift Store, Mary Ann 
Seaton, Bill Seaton, and Ann Krenek.

48 Cameron
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The Society had their 
first general meeting on 

February 15th where they welcomed two new So-
cial Members, Kathy Yeates and John Chunda. The 
meeting was hosted by member Joyce Chunda at her 
home. Thank you to Joyce for hosting.

Pictured seated L to R are President Carol Zann, Kathy Yeates, 
John Chunda, Treasurer Marie Stryk, Secretary Joan Hutchison
Pictured standing L to R are Helen Kainer, Bernice Matusek, Betty 
Janecek, Margie Perry, Joyce Chunda, Evelyn Maresh, Jo Ann 
Stasny, Carolyn Williamson, and Gabriela Gabler. Photo taken by 
member Jennifer Fellers. 

125 Houston

The Society spon-
sored “40 Cans for 

Lent” for their community project. They were also 
able to give a donation to Community Connections 
as part of Feeding Families.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Mary Ann Pavliska, Renee 
Hardt & David Smolik (KC Member).

Pictured (L to R) are Renee Hardt, Becky Janak (Program Direc-
tor for Community Connections), Mary Ann Pavliska presenting 
check & Mary Ann Janca.

2 Hallettsvillle

Society No. 101 Victoria 
donated $1,300 to Meals 

on Wheels and $1,300 to the Gabriel Project to 
support pregnant women in crisis pregnancies. The 
funds were raised from their No Bake-Bake Sale in 
November 2023.

Pictured are Irene Brosch and Carolyn Nevlud presenting Execu-
tive Director of Meals on Wheels Dan Capone a check.

Pictured is Irene Brosch and Ellington Palmer at the Gabriel Proj-
ect Center.

Pictured is Linda Ellington Palmer, Irene Brosch, and Carolyn 
Nevlud at the Gabriel Project presentation.

101 VictoriaThe Society’s People 
Helping People Par-

ish Project was the plant wheel booth at the Sacred 
Heart Catholic School Spring Festival in La Grange 
that was held on Palm Sunday, March 24.  

Pictured from left, Society 31 members Doris Lidiak, Vice Presi-
dent Nicole Ramirez, Ree Anna Ramirez, Treasurer Barbara Ei-
lert, Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, and President Elizabeth Kallus.

31 La Grange

Society No. 43 Ganado 
hosted the District IX So-

cial on April 6th. 

The oldest member in attendance and the youngest 
member in attendance both received a yummy prize 
of a Nothing Bundt Cake!

Entertainment for the event included Father Greg 
Korenek playing the accordion which everyone en-
joyed!

District IX

Next KJZT Family Life Journal Deadline
is May 29th. 

Please send photos and stories by email to 
info@kjzt.org 

or by mail to: Catherine Sylvester, Editor 
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760
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Junior News

The Abbott KJZT Fam-
ily Life Junior Division led 

Stations of the Cross for their parish on Friday, Feb-
ruary 16th.

Pictured are (front row L to R): Aron Salvador, Avery Sullins, 
Elaina Tlustos, Annie Salvador, Weston Sustala, Samuel Kolar, 
Thomas Kolar, Juliet Lucas and Lucas Haferkamp. Second row: 
Antonio Salvador, Abigail Sullins, Audrey Pustejovsky, Addison 
Pustejovsky, Bryson Murphy, Mabry Sustala, Madison Lucas, Joel 
Lucas, David DeBenedictis and Quintin Kaska.  Third row: Molly 
Lucas, Mariann Pustejovsky, Grayson Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, 
Ryan Pustejovsky, Johnny Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky and 
Izzy Haferkamp.

104 Abbott

Ennis Juniors provided a play 
area at the Ennis Czech Music 

Festival. Games included a play dough area, a corn 
dig area, and Velcro dart throw. 

Pictured are: Kacie Gamble, Kelsey Gamble, Anaston Payne, 
Lucas Matous, Madi Matous, Quinn Rhodes, Cameron Mikula, 
Andie Gilburt, and Eli Gilburt. Inside the tent: Titus Waedekin, Leo 
Gilburt, Graham Liska, and Evie Waedekin.

16 Ennis Using People Helping 
People matching funds, 

junior members were able to donate a new mass 
times sign for Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church. Juniors are pictured with the new sign.

104 Abbott

At the March meeting, 
junior members donated 

items and assembled gift bags for the upcoming 
Senior Social at their parish. They also made book-
marks to include with the bags.

104 Abbott

On Super Bowl Sunday Feb-
ruary 11th, the Marak Jrs 

held a chip and dip and bake sale.  They had a suc-
cessful sale and the home office is matching 50% of 
the profit with the People Helping People program. 

Pictured above (front, left to right) Kenley Harris, Claire Kopriva, 
Paige Kopriva, Kate Kopriva, Ian Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, Lily 
Brunson. In the back row (left to right) Junior Director Lindsey 
Vaculin, Director Debbie Vansa, Irene Kalfus, Cutter Hubnik, 
Cade Hubnik, Addison Dach.

21 Marak

KJZT Juniors celebrated 
the Mass on February 18th.  

Jett Vaculin read the liturgy. Cade Hubnik and Ian 
Brunson served as ushers. Cutter Hubnik, Lily 
Brunson, and Kate Kopriva performed the pro-
cesson of the gifts.

21 Marak



KJZT Agent Connect 
Cards Contest

Quarterly Drawing: One Connect Card drawn quarterly.
•	 A one-night stay on the Riverwalk in San Antonio and a $100 Dinner voucher.

Qualifying Individuals (one entry per member)
•	 Must be 18 years of age or older
•	 Must be a MEMBER OF KJZT FAMILY LIFE (in good standing)
•	 Must visit with an Agent and submit a completed Connect Card to the State 
	 Office

Update your Connection with KJZT Family Life today, request the connection card via email at 
info@kjzt.org or by calling your local agent, society, or the State Office (888)-253-2338.
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Interested in joining our junior groups? 
Or starting one of your own?
Contact the State Coordinator 

of Junior Activities, Anne Wick at 
annewick@gmail.com or 979-263-5317

We look forward to adding more wonderful junior 
members to our junior societies!

On Easter Sunday March 
31st, 2024, Marak KJZT Ju-

niors along with the Knights of Columbus held an 
Easter egg hunt after Mass. Pictured are the chil-
dren preparing to start the hunt and finding lots 
of goodies!  Also pictured are the Marak KJZT 
Juniors and Knights of Columbus members and 
the winners of a raffle and their prizes.

21 Marak
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

2023 Junior Division
State Photo and Scrapbook Winners

Group A 
1.	 Emily Koncaba
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
2.	 Jordan Syrinek
	 - Society No. 7 Dubina
3.	 Briley Grahmann
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
4.	 Chloe Cline
	 - Society No. 16 Ennis
5.	 Delane Appelt 
	 -Society No. 14 Moulton

Group 1 
1.	 Allie Custer
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
2.	 Hadley Wick
	 - Society No. 24 	
	 Ammannsville
3.	 Bowen Pine
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
4.	 Adaline Appelt 
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
5.	 Lily Sylvester
	 - Society No. 4 Praha

Group 2
1.	 Tinsley Tobola
	 - Society No. 16 Ennis
2.	 Colby Custer
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
3.	 Hailey Crawford 	
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
4.	 Matthew Sylvester		
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
5.	 Michael Huf
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

Group 3
1.	 Quade Brothers
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
2.	 Jenna Stock
	 - Society No. 53 Wied
3.	 Sally Machacek
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
4.	 Levi Leonard
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton 
5.	 Jack Leonard
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton 

Group 4
1.	 Ella Demel
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
2.	 Claire Jetton
	 - Society No. 85 
	 Damon
3.	 Carolyn Jetton
 	 - Society No. 85 Damon
4.	 Julia Machacek
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
5.	 Rebecca Colson
 	 - Society No. 22 Wallis

Scrapbooks
1.	 Society No. 104 
	 Abbott 

It’s time to get ready and come experience the 
Spiritual and fun activities at Camp Guardian An-
gel! Activities will include High and Low Ropes, 
Swimming, Blobbing, Canoeing, Crafts, Czech 
Heritage, Holy Mass, meeting new friends and 
much more. The cost of camp is $270.00 for a 3 
night and 4 days stay with everything included. 
Raffle tickets can be sold to help with the cost of 
camp. The deadline to register is April 30th and 
members ages 8 through 17 can attend.  Please let 

me know if you need more information or have any questions. 

The district socials have already begun and were very well attended. Those that 
have not been held, Juniors should consider attending and participating in the 
junior activities. Remember the more active a junior is, the better the scholar-
ship opportunity is. Congratulations to all the juniors who placed in the State 
Photo Competition and thank you to all who participated. 

KJZT Family Fun Day, a day that can be enjoyed by your family and guests, 
will also be coming up soon! It will be held on Sunday, June 9th, 2024, at Splash 
Way Waterpark in Sheridan, Texas, beginning with a Holy Mass at 10:00am. 
More information is available in the Journal, on the website, and on Facebook. 
Thank you for being a member of the KJZT Family Life. Have a wonderful and 
safe summer. May God bless you.

Camp Guardian Angel
Sunday June 23rd thru 

Wednesday June 26th, 2024
@ Camp Kubena, Ledbetter, Texas
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Michael Minatra is a new member of Society No. 21 
Marak. He is the son of Kelsey Minatra.

Riggs Gerik is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Denton and Morgan Gerik 
and the brother of Zoey Gerik, also a member of the 
Abbott Junior Society.

Jessica Burchfield is a new member of Society No. 
11 West. She is the daughter of Emily Brown and 
Lonnie Burchfield, and the granddaughter of Steve 
and Judy Sawyer of Midlothian.

Blakely Rodriguez is a new member of Society No. 
16 Ennis. She is the daughter of Ashlyn and Tanner 
Rodriguez, and granddaughter of Evette and Bryan 
Vitovsky.

“In Memoriam”
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  BEATRICE (TRAVENY) JAHNSEN		  1/31/2024		  84
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 FRANCES (CAPAK) MOORE		  2/3/2024		  89
4	 PRAHA		  PATRICIA (OKRUHLIK) HAJEK		  2/12/2024		  78
4	 PRAHA		  SANDRA (ATNIPP) WEBER			  10/15/2023		  44
5	 SHINER		  ANNA (WINKLAREK) BURGER		  1/27/2024		  96
6	 BRYAN		  LORETTA LANICEK				   1/2/2024		  88
6	 BRYAN		  DORIS (MORGAN) PILGER			  10/11/2023		  91
16	 ENNIS			  EDWARD JOSEPH CINEK			   2/21/2024		  87
18	 GRANGER		  MARY (MEKOLIK) BOHAC			  7/8/2022		  90
18	 GRANGER		  KAREN (CERVENKA) MAYER		  12/1/2023		  71
18	 GRANGER		  MARTHA (KNAPEK) SHEREK		  2/23/2024		  96
18	 GRANGER		  GLADYS (GORUBEC) PARKER		  3/15/2024		  89
21	 MARAK		  DOSITHEA (HANEL) HOBIZAL		  1/29/2017		  89
21	 MARAK		  ROSALIE (HUBNIK) KOSTROUN		  2/27/2024		  76
29	 FRYDEK		  KAREN (SODOLAK) FRUGE		  2/12/2024		  70
30	 EAST BERNARD	 FLORENCE CHERNOHORSKY		  2/17/2024		  82
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 PATRICIA (VACEK) DOEGE			  11/25/2023		  81
40	 POTH			  WILMA (KUNZ) DZIUK			   1/17/2024		  96
40	 POTH			  FRANCES (WIATREK) HOSEK		  2/23/2024		  87
44	 MORAVIA		  GENE (HALATA) BOHUSLAV		  1/17/2024		  87
45	 TOURS		  LILLIAN (PUSTEJOVSKY) FILER		  3/20/2024		  89
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MAGDALEN (SULAK) BENYS		  8/29/2023		  84
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 THERESA (BARTOSH) GARCIA		  9/7/2020		  56
66	 WEIMAR		  BARBARA (CERNOCH) COLEMAN	 11/14/2023		  71
66	 WEIMAR		  DOROTHY (HERZIK) KOLEK		  10/7/2020		  84
66	 WEIMAR		  GERTRUDE (HORAK) JANDA 		  1/22/2024		  88
66	 WEIMAR		  ANNA (MELNAR) CEJKA			   7/25/2020		  70
72	 EL CAMPO		  CHRISTINA (KANA) DAVIS			  2/20/2024		  72
72	 EL CAMPO		  PAULETTE (ORSAK) HANKS		  1/31/2024		  80
75	 JOURDANTON	 MARTHA (MENDEL) SCHRAMEK		 2/21/2024		  99
77	 ROSENBERG		  LOIS (JAN) GERSTENBERGER		  11/5/2023		  66
77	 ROSENBERG		  LYDIA (PIWETZ) EICHER			   1/13/2024		  96
77	 ROSENBERG		  MARGIE (KOUBA) BOCKHOLT		  2/21/2024		  86
77	 ROSENBERG		  BARBARA (TWARDOWSKI) UBERNOSKY1/26/2024		  96
89	 SINTON		  ROSE VANECEK				    3/21/2024		  92
93	 AUSTIN		  MARTHA JANE (GOERTZ) HELLINGER	 1/24/2024		  83
101	 VICTORIA		  EMILIE (MICHNA) FRANKLIN		  1/17/2024		  74
114	 HOUSTON		  MARGARET (STROUHAL) REED		  2/7/2024		  94
114	 HOUSTON		  MARY ANN ( NOVAK) WOOTEN		  11/24/2023		  73
117	 WACO			  GLADYS (PUSTEJOVSKY) PICHA		  3/8/2024		  86
124	 TEXAS CITY		  ETHEL (FRANKLIN) HOLSTEIN		  12/31/2023		  81



KJZT Family Life
Catholic School Tuition Benefit

KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools and believes that all children should have access to a Catholic education. To aid in 
this, KJZT Family Life offers a Catholic School Tuition Benefit for KJZT members who qualify. This is an annual benefit that will 
provide 100 grants of $125 each to students attending Catholic Schools. See below for guidelines. Other rules and restrictions 
may apply.

• The Catholic School Student must be a KJZT Family Life member with life insurance for at least one year.
• The student must be enrolled in a Catholic School, grades K-12 in the Fall of 2024.

• Students will be chosen through a random selection process.
• Parents or Guardians need to complete and submit the Application and Student Verification Form found 

at www.kjzt.org under Member Benefits.
Deadline to have the application and verification form to the State Office is May 31, 2024.


