
On January 1, 2024, Joyce Kurtz, State Director for District I & II, an-
nounced her retirement from KJZT Family Life. She joined KJZT as a junior 
member of Society #8, Koerth in 1957. She served as a local society officer 
from 1982-2023. In 1982, she became a Life Insurance Agent, and is cur-
rently in her 42nd year of sales. She attended many conventions and served 
on the Constitution and By-laws committee many times. 

Mrs. Kurtz was elected State Director of Districts I & II at the 2013 Conven-
tion. She was honored to serve as Lead Director of the Board of Directors for 
3 years. As a director, she presented scholarships to our youth and Clerical 
Endowment Fund donations to Bishops while representing KJZT in several 
Czech organizations. She also represented KJZT at American Fraternal Alli-

ance meetings. In 2016, Mrs. Kurtz started a Junior Division in her local Society 12, Sweet Home. She attended 
many Camp Guardian Angel’s and enjoyed meeting juniors and Junior Directors from across the state. She is 
thankful to current junior director, Diana Jurena, for accepting the role after her and keeping the juniors active. 
Mrs. Kurtz was very helpful in organizing the 125-year celebration of the fraternal and the unveiling of the 
KJZT Family Historical Marker in Yoakum, TX at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. 

Mrs. Kurtz worked with 14 active societies that are still going 
strong. Most years, her societies obtained platinum status – the 
highest level societies can achieve in the Fraternal program. 
She is very proud of all of them. Mrs. Kurtz states “I will al-
ways treasure my 10 years as State Director of KJZT Family 
Life and all the wonderful friends I have made. KJZT will 
always remain strong in my heart.” We would like to thank 
Joyce Kurtz for her many years of service and dedication to 
KJZT Family Life.

Pictured at right is Joyce Kurtz in her first years of KJZT (second row 
on left). Turn to page 6 for more pictures of Joyce during her time at 
KJZT Family Life.

Joyce Kurtz Announces Retirement
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I would like to start by thanking everyone for a wonderful 2023 for KJZT 
Family Life. Our Fraternal did so many great things in our communities 
to continue to grow and strengthen our organization, and I know that will 
continue into 2024. We started the year off with a KJZT Family Life Sales 
Training and I loved seeing the enthusiasm from the Sales Team. I enjoyed 
meeting and connecting with our sales agents and I appreciate everything 
they do for KJZT Family Life. If you or a loved one wants to review your 
existing life insurance or annuities or if you are interested in additional 
insurance or annuity products, please contact the State Office and we will 
have a sales agent reach out to you. The service we give our members is 
very important to us.

We will soon begin our District Socials and fraternal events and I look forward to socializing with our Soci-
ety Officers and members. We will also be attending many statewide events this year. Please reach out to us 
if you would like to see KJZT Family Life at an event near you. I would like to thank all the Societies that 
participated in Catholic Schools Week this year. If you have a Catholic School near you that you would like 
to get involved in, please let us know.

Also, going into 2024 there have been some changes in our state leadership with the retirement of State Di-
rector of Districts I & II, Joyce Kurtz. I would like to thank Mrs. Kurtz for her many years of service, time, 
and hard work on the Board of Directors. It is dedicated members like Joyce that have contributed to the 
longevity of KJZT Family Life.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO

KJZT Family Life Journal January/February 2024

PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY BY KJZT FAMILY LIFE
4604 EAST BEN WHITE BLVD.
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78741
(512) 444-9586 • www.kjzt.org • info@kjzt.org

PUBLICATION STAFF
Editor			       Editorial Assistant
Catherine Sylvester	     Elizabeth Hernandez
4604 East Ben White Blvd.   lhernandez@kjzt.org
Austin, Texas 78741

PRINTER
MIDWAY PRESS, LTD.
Entered as Periodicals Postage Paid
at Austin, Texas and at additional mailing office.
Entered under the Act of August 14, 1912.

STATE OFFICERS
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester
Interim VP/Financial Controller Karch Kaspar

STATE DIRECTORS
Kathy Wishert
P.O. Box 621
Brazoria, TX 77422
(979) 236-0835

Betty Vacek
5532 FM 893
Taft, TX 78390
(361) 222-1025

Helen Metzer
10990 Deer Run
College Station, TX 77845
(979) 777-0078 

POSTMASTER 
Send address changes to:
KJZT Family Life Journal
Attn: Editor
P.O. Box 18896
Austin, Texas 78760-8896

KJZT Family Life Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

local (512) 444-9586 • website: www.kjzt.org
toll free (888) 253-2338 • email: info@kjzt.org

KJZT FAMILY LIFE 
JOURNAL (USPS 585-060)

Joy Kovar
8075 Bohuslav Rd.
La Grange, TX 78945
(979) 966-2932

Stephanie Matous
1957 Silver Falls Dr.
Burleson, TX 76028
(214) 263-0720



Page 3

By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

“Momento Mori” - A Lenten Refocusing
Reflect with me, if you would, for just a moment and I ask you to be brutally honest with yourself about your own 
life and experience up to this very moment. Let us all be honest about the state of our own lives and experiences, as 
we take into account the reality of the world that surrounds us. It’s safe to say that this is a pervasive and inescapable 
world that tells us, day in and day out: 
“It’s all about YOU (and ME) — so, ELEVATE and EXALT yourselves — grab as much POWER as you can — 
gather as many THINGS as you can — eat, drink, and be merry — galavant and have darn good times because THIS 
IS ALL there is — it is better to RECEIVE, than to GIVE — the ends ALWAYS justify the means…”

Now, brothers and sisters, as humanly appetizing as this all may sound, I pray that we have by this point, allowed 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning of this Holy Season of Lent to remind us, that all of this fades away...ALL OF 
IT!! The sad commentary on our enlightened and dare I say, “Godless Society,” is that we conveniently and for many, 
intentionally avoid this inevitable fact. It’s as if we close our eyes, perhaps it won’t be true, perhaps it won’t come to 
pass! Whewww, do I have a bridge to sell those individuals. Holy Mother Church gives us the powerful reminder of 

“MEMENTO MORI” — which translates to “Remember (that) you will die!” OR “Remember your death!” We must always keep this harsh, yet beautiful reality 
and sentiment in the forefront of our minds and hearts - which for us Catholics shouldn’t scare us because we know that death is NOT the end, but an incredible 
beginning to eternity, God-willing, with Him.

Brothers and Sisters, as we hopefully received ashes on our forehead, I pray that we didn’t get lost in the ritual, like so many Catholics do! That is a troubling effect 
of cradle Catholicism, let’s face it. We can’t keep going through this annual motion and get lost in the ritual. It’s time to reconnect with the hard reality that this 
ritual directly and blatantly points to the fact that life on this earth is so incredibly short! Death is imminent. No one gets out of here alive AND we never know 
the day, nor the hour that death will find us. So, there is perhaps no better time than now, this penitential season of Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday, for us to 
examine just how we are actually living our lives. How we live and what we do in this life truly matters! Are we living a life for God, who lest we forget IS the 
one responsible for that blessed “breath” you literally just took, not to mention the eyes in which you use to read these very words? OR...are we living a life solely 
for ourself, for our own personal gain and our own worldly pleasure? 

On Ash Wednesday we had our faces gently rubbed in the reality that we are but dust and to dust we shall return. This is a time where we are reminded that we are 
weak and frail, we are broken, flawed and we are NOT invincible, for we are defenseless against the onslaught of human decay which happens in a sense every 
single day. And so, brothers and sisters, Lent is a time for perspective and it’s truly a time for refocusing. It’s a time for us to enter into the desert like Christ, with 
Christ and offer true scrutiny and repentance for our own sins. With that said, ponder this: if I am not starving and thirsting for the Lord, then I am probably already 
“too full” of myself. Yikes! It may be time for us to adjust! It’s time to dig deep and allow this Lenten journey to transform you! Find the resolve. Press IN to the 
conviction. Continue this journey strong and remember, it’s never too late to begin again! I remember one of the best Lent’s I’ve ever had was about a twelve-day 
Lenten season because for the first nearly half of it, I was unfortunately checked out. I finally found the resolve to begin again and take seriously the final push of 
the season. It turned out to be the best one yet! 

A few suggestions for you to pray about, ponder and perhaps implement during this Lenten season, with the hope of Spiritual Renewal:
·  Is there a vice that is hindering my relationship with God and/or those around me? If so, I will focus on learning about the opposite virtue and try to live it out.
·  Is there an attachment that keeps me grounded in the “things of the earth” and not hoping “for the joy to come?” Go 40 days (or the remaining days of Lent) 	
   without it.
·  Do I do all that I feel God is asking me to do? Or do I brush it aside, excuse the thought as not coming from God, or disregard it? For Lent, ask for the courage 
   and strength to be silent and listen and do all that God is asking you to do.
·  Am I caught up with activities in my own world and forgetful of others? Find extra time to volunteer, read up on world news, and pray for those in need.
·  Is there a teaching of the faith that I struggle with? Take one hour a week to read up on why the Church teaches what it teaches and then take one hour a week 
   to pray and reflect on what you read.

I pray that these words bless you during this season brothers and sisters. Until we meet again between these pages, please be assured of my continued prayers for 
you and your families. 
In Christ, Fr. Jared Cooke
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State Directors’ Annual Report – 2023
What a busy year! The State Directors continue to be active with their societ-
ies attending District Socials, society meetings and being involved with Czech 
Organizations such as TOCA (Texans of Czech Ancestry), CEFT (Czech Ed-
ucational Foundation of Texas, CCFT (Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas), 
Czech Center Museum Houston and South Texas Czech Heritage Society. We 
attended the various events these organizations had throughout 2023 such as 
Slavnost, Houston Slavic Heritage Festival, Czech & Slovak Heritage Day in 
Dallas and Czech Heritage Festival and Muziky in La Grange. 

We continue to honor Catholic Schools Week throughout all our districts. Schol-
arships were presented to graduating seniors and college students who applied 
and were members of KJZT for at least one year.

In February we hired Fraternal Field Managers, Deborah Kaspar and Joan John-
son. They have worked hard to grow our fraternal with agents and insurance 
sales. They are hosting monthly zoom meetings and in July hosted a sales train-
ing class for our agents.

June was a busy month with Family Fun Day at Splashway in Sheridan, TX with 
123 members and their families participating. Camp Guardian Angel at Camp 
Kubena in Ledbetter, TX was enjoyed by our KJZT Juniors. There were 96 ju-
niors and 37 adults who went to camp.

Backpack Blessings continues to be a great success with many more schools 
participating. It is a celebration held with students bringing their backpacks to 
be blessed prior to start of school.  

In July, KJZT members and friends from Alice, Corpus Christi, Taft, and Victo-
ria went to cheer on the Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park in Houston.

El Campo, Holy Rosary Society #72 celebrated their 100 year Anniversary on 
Sunday, October 15th. This was a beautiful celebration and achievement honor-
ing the society for this wonderful milestone. A delicious meal was served along 
with desserts and a cake to celebrate the society’s 100 years. A brief history of 
the society was given to the guests. The celebration ended with a Rosary said in 
Czech led by State Director Betty Vacek and Past State Director Sofie Perkins.

Thank you to our members and local officers for their time, good works and 
prayers for KJZT Family Life!  

As of January 1, 2024, Joyce Kurtz retired as a State Director. We wish her well 
and thank her for her many years of service as a KJZT Family Life State Director.

As State Directors we will continue to strive to promote KJZT and make busi-
ness and policy decisions that are in the best interest of KJZT Family Life. 

Submitted by: Kathy Wishert, Lead Director
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Calendar of Events
March 17
St. Patrick’s Feast Day.

March 29-April 1
The State Office will be closed in observance of Good Friday and Easter.

April 3
District XI & XII Painted Churches Tour.

April 30
Celebrating the Year of Czech Music! The Embassy of the Czech Republic 
invites all from around the United States to submit a photograph or a video 
of themselves or their child(ren) celebrating Czech music! The Czech Em-
bassy will collect the submissions in honor of the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of Bedřich Smetana. The Czech Embassy will then share them during 
or leading up to the Czech Embassy’s fall Mutual Inspirations Festival 2024 
- Bedřich Smetana. See their website for more information. 

May is the Month of Mary
May is dedicated to Our Blessed Lady, the Blessed Virgin, Queen of Heaven, and 
Mother of the Church.

May 12
Happy Mother’s Day! “A mother is she who can take the place of
all others, but whose place no one else can take.”

May 19
Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center of La Grange presents Slavnost ‘May 
Fest’ & Tribute to the Czech Immigrants to Texas.  At 10:30 a.m., there will be a 
Tribute to the Czech immigrants to Texas followed by a fried chicken dinner and 
music 11:30 - 4! For more info, visit czechtexas.org

Prayer of St. Patrick 

Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit,
Christ when I stand,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
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Annual Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

KJZT Family Life JournalJanuary/February 2024

KJZT FAMILY LIFE  - Annual Meeting - January 23, 2024: The 2024 Annual 
Meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order by Lead Director, Kathy 
Wishert. All board members were present including Catherine Sylvester, 
President/CEO.  Ms. Wishert led the Board members in prayer followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas Pledge.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the Budget meeting minutes as 
presented. Motion carried.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Investment Ratification 
Report. Motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to appoint Kathy Wishert as Lead Director. 
Motion carried.

A motion was made and seconded to approve MWH Group Audit proposal. 
Motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the guidelines for Director Charges as 
updated which included Officer Appreciation meal allowance being raised to $25.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the Consent Agenda with allocation 
for District Socials 51 or more people raised to $15 per person. Motion carried.

Thomas Wurfel, Actuary with Allen Bailey & Associates, presented an update 
via a ZOOM meeting. 

Sandy Hickey, Insurance Underwriter for KJZT Family Life, gave a presenta-
tion on her role and an explanation of how she determines approval of applica-
tions for insurance.

Conflict of Interest Statements and Confidentiality Statements were reviewed 
and signed by all directors.

Guidelines for the Aid to Members benefit were discussed. 

A motion was made and seconded for Directors to review all Aid to Member 
applications at each Quarterly Meeting to determine approval. Motion carried. 

Convention XXXVII plans were discussed. Suggested dates included July 11-13 
or July 18-20. President/CEO Sylvester will explore venues.

President/CEO Sylvester presented the Officer Reports including Insurance 
Services, Fraternal Field Managers - Sales, and State Jr. Co-Ordinator reports. 

A motion was made and seconded to lower the Camp Guardian Angel age to 
eight (8) years of age. Motion carried.

Karch Kaspar, Accounting & Finance Manager presented the Accounting 
report.

President/CEO Sylvester presented an Office Update.  
	
President/CEO Sylvester presented Office Positions & Employee Evaluations 
and recommendations. Discussions followed.

A motion was made and seconded to promote Karch Kaspar to Interim Vice-
President/Financial Controller effective January 1, 2024 to July 23, 2024.  
Motion carried. 

Emily Hancock will be promoted to Interim Executive Assistant. 

President/CEO Sylvester presented recommendations for salary raises. Said 
salaries were discussed.

Lead director, Kathy Wishert called to move to Executive Session. After salary 
discussion, she called the meeting to move back to regular discussion.

A motion was made and seconded to accept all salaries as discussed retroactive 
to January 1, 2024. Motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to move District VIII to Director Kathy 
Wishert, District III to Director Joy Kovar, and District IV to Director Betty 
Vacek. Motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

KJZT FAMILY LIFE - Annual Meeting - January 24, 2024 : The 2024 Annual 
Meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order by Lead Director, Kathy 
Wishert. Three board members were present including Catherine Sylvester, 
President/CEO. Director Joy Kovar joined via teleconference due to weather 
conditions not permitting her physical attendance. Director Helen Metzer was 
unable to attend for health reasons. Ms. Wishert led the Board members in 
prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas Pledge.

Michael Janak with Sanctuary Wealth presented the investment report. 

The Strategic Plan was reviewed and updated.

A question-answer session was held with Liz Hernandez about the Fraternal 
Program.  

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Submitted by Betty Vacek, Board Secretary
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Four Generations of KJZT Members
Great-grandmother Cecilia French, Grandmother Ceanne Webb, Mother Ashley 
Martin and baby Rowan Martin are all members of KJZT Society No. 43, The 
Purification, Ganado. They belong to Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church in Ganado.
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Thank you, Joyce!

S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip with your fellow members to appear If you would like to share a recipe or tip with your fellow members to appear 
in a future issue, please send them in to the State Office or in a future issue, please send them in to the State Office or 

email ehancock@kjzt.org Please include your contact information.email ehancock@kjzt.org Please include your contact information.

APPLESAUCE MUFFINS 
Submitted by
Shirley Marek Freeland,
Society No. 72 El Campo

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Place 12 paper baking cups in a 
muffin pan.

Mix together and set aside:
1 Cup of Flour
1/2 TBS Baking Cocoa
3/4 TSP Baking Soda
1/2 TSP Cinnamon

1/2 TSP Salt
1/2 Cup Chocolate Chips

In a large bowl, mix together
1/2 Cup Sugar
1/4 Cup Oil
1 Egg
1 Cup No-Sugar-Added Apple-
sauce

Stir in the flour mixture. Bake 
for 18 minutes. Cool in pan for 
5 minutes and then remove and 
place on rack to finish cooling.
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Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas Announces Essay Contest Winner
  The Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) held its second annual Youth 
Essay Contest. The contest was open to 11th and 12th grade students who are 
members of either CCFT, KJZT Family Life, or KJT Catholic Union of Texas.  
This year’s essay was about Saint Agnes of Bohemia, how she influenced the 
time and place in which she lived and discussed her canonization and the Velvet 
Revolution. 
  Nicole Enders received the CCFT award for her essay titled, “Saint Agnes of 
Bohemia: A National Hero.”  Nicole is a senior in West High School in West, 
Texas, attends St. Mary’s Church of the Assumption in West, and is a member 
of KJZT Society #11. Nicole is the daughter of Becky and Steven Enders. The 
award was $500 in cash.   
  Nicole’s award was presented by Carol Filer, CCFT Secretary and Essay Chair 
during the KJZT #11 West meeting on December 10th. In addition to the cash 
award, Nicole will receive an icon of St. Ludmila and CCFT membership. 
  The CCFT was established and recognized by the IRS Code under Section 
501(c)(3) in 2018 as a non-profit organization.  The mission of the Czech Catho-
lic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) is “to document, study, preserve, celebrate and 
perpetuate all elements of the Czech Catholic faith transplanted to Texas by im-
migrants from the Czech lands; and to strengthen ties with Czech Catholics of 
the ancestral homeland evangelized by SS Cyril and Methodius.”
  You can find the award-winning essay by Nicole Enders of 11 West on our 
website. Congratulations, Nicole! Thank you for representing KJZT Family 
Life so wonderfully.

Pictured (L to R) are junior member Nicole Enders of KJZT Society No. 11 West and Carol Filer, 
CCFT Secretary and Essay Chair.

  Members of Shiner KJZT Jrs joined other 
members of Shiner Catholic Church in a Eu-
charistic Procession. They prayed the rosary as 
they walked from the park to the church, then at 
church had benediction. Afterwards they had a 
meeting and social.

  Those participating were Quinn Janak, Gage 
Janak, Colt Janak, Cierra Shaver, Samantha 
Moeller, Charles Pilat, Emily Moeller, Ella De-
mal.  Not pictured are Joseph Davis and Jane 
Davis.

  Shiner Youth Ministries had a group of juniors 
and seniors go to Washington DC to the March 
For Life rally. Four members of KJZT Juniors 
were among this group. They were Charles Pilat, 
Emily Moeller, Samantha Moeller, and Joseph 
Davis.

Shiner Juniors March for Life: 
At home and in Washington, DC
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

December -  
New Member Leader:

Arlene Cloyd

Annualized Premium Income Leader: 
Fredrick Erving

Fourth Quarter -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader:

Maria Reyes Bahena

January -  
Annualized Premium Income Leader:

Tina Sylvester

Our Sales Team has developed a plan to help our members connect with each 
other, with their local societies, with their parishes and communities and with 
our sales agents.  All of us making connections will help us better serve you and 
our entire Fraternal. 
 
In January, we had our semi-annual agent training meeting. One of our primary 
goals was to show our agents how to help you and your family meet your fi-
nancial needs and goals.  We demonstrated the interconnectedness of the differ-
ent components of our Fraternal while keeping you, our members, as the main 
focus.

This year we want to make sure we are able to Connect with individual mem-
bers by meeting with as many of you as possible.  We are asking that you meet 
with one of our agents to update your contact information.  This may also be a 
time that you set aside to review your family’s life insurance coverage and pos-
sible needs.  

Besides being better connected to KJZT Family Life, by meeting with a KJZT 
agent, you will qualify for an entry to a quarterly drawing throughout 2024 for 
a prize of an overnight stay on the San Antonio Riverwalk including a $100 
dinner voucher.  There will be 4 of these San Antonio nights/dinner given out 
during the year, and if you get your Agent Connection made early in the first 
quarter, your card will be in the pool of possible winners up to 4 times!  Please 
refer to the back of this edition of the Journal for entry qualifications.

Ready to Connect with You!
By Joan Johnson and Deborah Kaspar, Fraternal Field Managers

To start your Connection, contact us in one of the following ways:  
	 ● State Office by email info@kjzt.org  or by phone (888) 253-2338
	 ● Deborah Kaspar by email dkaspar@kjzt.org 
	    or Joan Johnson by email jjohnson@kjzt.org
	 ● Call your local agent.
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Pictured (L to R in front) are Latosha Turknett, Sandy Adamcik, Fraternal Field 
Manager Deborah Kaspar, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, and Fraternal 
Field Manager Joan Johnson. 

Pictured standing in back are Lorrie Grimm, Jesus Bahena, John McDermott, 
Sheila Williams, Theresa Plsek, Marie San Miguel, Betty Vacek, Stephanie Ma-
tous, Jose Javier Ortiz, Diana Blakely, Maria Reyes-Bahena, Kathy Wishert, 
Tina Sylvester and Sandy Hickey.

Sales Agent Training
Fraternal Field Managers, Deborah Kaspar and Joan Johnson, hosted an Agent 
Training Meeting in Austin on January 20, 2024. The day was full of learning, 
fun, and food. After an opening prayer and introductions, there was a quick 
review of the history of KJZT Family Life, its products, and Fraternal Benefits.    

The morning session was followed by a “Lunch and Learn”; the underwriter, 
Sandy Hickey, gave basic information about the underwriting process then held 
a Q&A with the agents. 

The afternoon session included demonstrating the Illustration software, describ-
ing riders, and role-playing of annuity sales. This was followed by releasing 
sales goals for the fraternal, individual societies and agents. A discussion was 
held about ways agents can make connections with members and prospective 
members. Deborah and Joan presented the Connect with KJZT promotion and 
how the agents will benefit from it. The afternoon session ended with reviewing 
sales tools. 

Throughout the day agents were given tickets as they participated. Tickets were 
drawn for agents to play Plinko for prizes of various KJZT Family Life promo-
tional items, and the day was closed with prayer.

Pictured in front is Fraternal Field Manager Joan Johnson. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Platinum Sales Agent John McDermott, President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester, Platinum Sales Agent Tina Sylvester, and Fraternal Field Manager 
Deborah Kaspar.

2023 Platinum Agents
CONGRATULATIONS!

John McDermott and Tina Sylvester were recognized at the Agent Sales Train-
ing in January for attaining Platinum Agent status for 2023. That evening they 
were honored at a dinner with President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Fraternal 
Field Managers Deborah Kaspar and Joan Johnson, and invited guests. They 
were both awarded a check for $100 and received a $25 voucher for KJZT pro-
motional items.

To achieve this status, the agents were required to have a minimum number of 
issued policies/new members, attend a minimum number of events/trainings/
ZOOM meetings, and attend a minimum of KJZT sponsored events or meetings 
(local, district, or state) within the last 6 months of 2023. Both Tina and John ex-
ceeded the minimum requirements, and helped our Fraternal grow and become 
more visible in events across Texas.

We are proud to recognize both Tina and John in achieving this goal. We are 
excited for all our agents on their way to becoming KJZT Family Life Platinum 
Agents for 2024.

Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently 
gotten married, welcomed a baby, undergone a divorce or suffered a 
death in the family? If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update 
your beneficiary.
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2024 Directory of State Officers, Directors & Staff

2024 Directory of Local Society Contacts

Director:.......................................................................................Betty Vacek	
	 5532 FM 893, Taft, TX 78390  (361) 222-1025
Director:...................................................................................Kathy Wishert 	
	 PO Box 621, Brazoria, TX 77422  (979) 236-0835
Director:.........................................................................................Joy Kovar	
	 8075 Bohuslav Rd., La Grange, TX 78945  (979) 966-2932
Director:.............................................................................Stephanie Matous	
	 1957 Silver Falls Dr., Burleson, TX 76028  (214) 263-0720
Director.....................................................................................Helen Metzer
	 10990 Deer Run, College Station, TX 77845  (979) 777-0078
Legal Adviser:..................................................................Jennifer Machacek   	
	 P.O. Box 1216, Shiner, TX 77984  (361) 594-8086

State Chaplain...................................................................Father Jared Cooke
President/CEO................................................................. Catherine Sylvester
Interim Vice President/Financial Controller.............................Karch Kaspar	
Insurance Services Manager.....................................................Gillian Marek
	    						         gmarek@kjzt.org
Editorial/Executive Assistant to the President/CEO...............Liz Hernandez
						                lhernandez@kjzt.org
Interim Executive Assistant...................................................Emily Hancock
							       ehancock@kjzt.org
State Coordinator of Junior Activities..........................................Anne Wick 
	 2332 Sedan Rd., Weimar, TX 78962  (979) 263-5317
Fraternal Field Manager........................................................Deborah Kaspar
Fraternal Field Manager............................................................Joan Johnson
Investment Adviser:.................................................................Michael Janak

1 Yoakum	
Helen Manning
388 US Hwy 77A N	
Yoakum, TX 77995
361-293-5420

2 Hallettsville	
Renee D Hardt
5069 County Road 142
Hallettsville, TX 77964
361-772-3595

3 St. Mary’s	
Jennifer Janik	
960 County Road 432	
Yoakum, TX 77995	
361-772-5048

4 Praha	
Nancy Jasek	
PO Box 1046	
Flatonia, TX 78941	
361-772-2356

5 Shiner	
Allison Nieto
PO Box 196
Shiner, TX 77984
361-293-8560

6 Bryan	
Elizabeth (Liz) Zemanek	
1909 West 28th St.	
Bryan, TX 77803	
979-224-2844

7 Dubina	
Elizabeth Kloesel
9529 Mazoch Rd.
Weimar, TX 78962
979-732-1921

10 Fayetteville	
Rose M. Rohde	
6745 W St. Hwy 159	
Fayetteville, TX 78940	
979-249-3635

11 West	
Mary M Kallus	
PO Box 253	
West, TX 76691	
254-826-3077

12 Sweet Home	
Mary Ann Matusek	
4274 County Road 392	
Yoakum, TX 77995	
361-772-1672

14 Moulton	
Mary Ann Rother	
5339 State Hwy 95 S	
Shiner, TX 77984	
361-772-4994

15 Corn Hill	
Barbara Danek	
1820 County Road 311	
Jarrell, TX 76537	
512-746-2015

16 Ennis	
Jeanine Payne
107 Old Blooming Grove Rd
Italy, TX 76651
214-384-8913

17 Nada	
Catherine Leopold	
PO Box 9	
Nada, TX 77460	
979-758-3610

18 Granger	
Henrietta Hajda	
PO Box 546	
Granger, TX 76530	
512-818-5619

19 Taylor	
Patricia Shirk	
1600 Castlewood Ct.	
Taylor, TX 76574	
512-352-5965

20 Cistern	
Grace Vinklarek	
16052 N. State Hwy 95	
Flatonia, TX 78941	
830-839-4400

21 Marak	
Patsy Gaines	
511 CR 221	
Cameron, TX 76520	
254-482-0570

22 Wallis	
Judith Michulka	
651 CR 289	
East Bernard, TX 77435	
979-453-0127

23 Hostyn	
Donna Janda
2916 O’Quinn Branch Rd.	
La Grange, TX 78945	
979-702-9114

24 Ammannsville	
Sharon Kana	
5931 FM 3233	
La Grange, TX 78945	
979-247-4583

27 Caldwell	
Frances Kacer	
5621 State Hwy 36 N	
Caldwell, TX 77836	
979-567-4215

28 Frenstat	
Margaret Polansky	
7525 CR 128	
Caldwell, TX 77836	
979-535-8127

29 Frydek	
Sharlene Havel	
1307 Klopsteck Rd.	
Sealy, TX 77474	
979-627-1104

30 East Bernard	
Julia Kubes	
110 Lake Road	
East Bernard, TX 77435	
979-533-0809

31 La Grange	
Marilyn Kothmann	
1025 E. State Hwy 159	
La Grange, TX 78945	
979-966-2997

37 Hochheim	
RoseMary Havlik	
1186 Emil Blank Rd.	
Yoakum, TX 77995	
361-293-1269

40 Poth	
Jane Hosek	
1890 CR 213	
McCoy, TX 78113	
210-859-9113

41 Ellinger	
Mary Vrazel	
203 E. Fayette	
Ellinger, TX 78938	
979-966-8962

42 Sealy	
Arlene Cloyd	
7181 Kiesewetter Rd.
Bellville, TX 77418
979-865-9006
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43 Ganado	
Cecilia French
PO Box 164
Ganado, TX 77962
361-771-3463

44 Moravia	
Dorothy Henke	
185 CR 239	
Hallettsville, TX 77964	
361-798-5451

45 Tours	
Joan Davila
626 FM 2114
Aquilla, TX 76622	
254-394-9365

46 Corpus Christi	
Sofie Perkins	
3104 Traylor Blvd.	
Rockport, TX 78382	
361-729-7310

47 Industry	
Bernadette Jones	
8510 Calverton Pines Ln.	
Houston, TX 77095	
281-468-2551

48 Cameron	
Ann M. Krenek	
1679 CR 250	
Cameron, TX 76520	
254-697-2332

49 Needville	
Olga Anders	
14926 Hwy 36	
Needville, TX 77461	
979-793-6804

53 Wied	
Monica Peters	
312 W. Church St.	
Shiner, TX 77984	
361-594-2054

65 Holman	
Ann Marie Dobecka	
1000 Grace Place Ln.	
Weimar, TX 78962	
979-561-6515

66 Weimar	
Patricia Ulbrich	
403 Gindler St.	
Weimar, TX 78962	
979-733-7762

69 Smithville	
Theresa Zetka	
125 Zetka Ln.	
Smithville, TX 78957	
713-828-8990

72 El Campo	
Rose Marie Janak	
1310 Donna Dr.	
El Campo, TX 77437	
979-578-0185

75 Jourdanton	
Susan Beatrice Netardus	
PO Box 45	
Jourdanton, TX 78026	
830-200-6911

83 Flatonia	
Jeanette Zouzalik	
PO Box 328	
Flatonia, TX 78941	
361-865-3890

85 Damon	
Carol Buchta	
14614 Shenley Road	
Guy, TX 77444	
979-793-6179

89 Sinton	
Monica Janda	
923 King Ave.	
Karnes City, TX 78118	
830-299-1747

93 Austin	
Margie Horton	
8700 Wildridge Dr.	
Austin, TX 78759	
512-659-5146

100 Bay City	
Karen Owens	
3607 CR 211	
Bay City, TX 77414
979-241-1932

101 Victoria	
Irene Brosch	
803 E. Polk	
Victoria, TX 77901	
361-573-2669

104 Abbott	
Frances Pustejovsky
430 FM 1242	
Abbott, TX 76621	
254-602-2790

108 Dallas	
Sandra Adamcik	
213 Jobson Rd.	
Sunnyvale, TX 75182	
972-203-9128

111 Edna	
Georgie Templin
611 W Live Oak St.
Edna, TX 77957
361-782-8542

114 Houston	
Mary Kay Dittrich	
2615 Soway St.	
Houston, TX 77080	
281-216-1722

115 Freeport	
Cynthia Grandjean	
506 That Way	
Lake Jackson, TX 77566	
979-236-8193

118 Taft	
Sarah Ring	
117 Candlelite Ln
Sinton, TX 78387	
361-215-5052

125 Houston	
Joan Hutchison	
25500 Westheimer Pkwy, 
#3306	
Katy, TX 77494	
713-202-5165

126 Palacios	
Freda Schneider	
4545 FM 1095	
Palacios, TX 77465	
361-920-8011

130 Georgetown	
Mary K Marusak	
138 Camp Dr.	
Georgetown, TX 78633	
512-868-6592

144 Belton	
Ersia Harley
2013 S. Wall St.
Belton, TX 76513	
254-624-6478

  Join Thousands of Texans Protecting and Nurturing Communities! 
Protecting families and nurturing communities has sustained our 
fraternal benefit society since 1894. In today’s world, these beliefs 
are as important as ever.
  Our local Society members participate in parish and community 
work projects and fundraisers throughout the State. Volunteers work 
hard to keep KJZT Family Life thriving in their areas. In the past, 
the Societies and members have joined forces to contribute greatly 
to those in need during times of disaster, such as the Hostyn Church 
Fire, Hurricane Harvey, the West Disaster, the wildfires in Bastrop 
and with COVID work projects and monetary gifts.
  To get involved in your area, contact any of the people listed here 
to get you started! Any State Director or Society Contact will be 
happy to help you. Have general questions for the State Office? Call 
1-888-253-2338 or email info@kjzt.org for assistance!

People are often unreasonable and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.

If you are honest, people may cheat you.
Be honest anyway.

If you find happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow.
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have and it may never be 
enough.

Give your best anyway.
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God.

It was never between you and them anyway.
- Mother Teresa
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2024 50-Year Pin Recipients
DENISE C POHL
VALERIE J (KOSLER) JARMON
JANET M RAABE
PATRICIA NAGLE

6 BRYAN
JANET C RINK
BRIDGET M (PATKE) HARRIS
MONICA J WAKEFIELD
PHYLLIS FRITSCH
KIMBERLY A ZEMANEK
JOYCE A ZEMANEK
ELIZABETH V ERWIN
TRUDY L KRENEK
GINA SOUTH
ANGELA M CHARANZA
SHELLEY TUREK
ERICA D COX
LORI A NEMEC

7 DUBINA
CHRISTINE RENEE CERNOCH

10 FAYETTEVILLE
LAURIE A CRAIG
MELANIE ELAINE SCHMIDT

11 WEST
JANA RENEE POLANSKY
VANESSA R PETTER
JENNIFER L FLOOD
CASSANDRA D (VESELKA) 
KIDWELL
HOLLY M DEVORSKY
DENISE R (DULOCK) MATUS
KAREN D NEMEC
MISTY M STRICKLAND
SARA A WERNET
CHERYL ZAHIRNIAK
TONYA PLSEK

14 MOULTON
RHONDA K PICHA
LAURIE A (RAAB) NIETSCHE
DONNA J JACOBS
AMY M ADAMEK

15 CORN HILL
STEPHANIE (DANEK) HESSKEW
JAN ANITA WHITLEY
CATHERINE M VRAZEL
BELINDA L BEYER
JENNIFER M TREGO

16 ENNIS
HEATHER L CHANDLER
KAREN M EPPS
ANGELA D MAHONE
THERESA A BECKER
LORI A MACH
KRISTINA MILLER 
(BURNS) JONES
PATRICIA G MACH
ANNETTE M METCALF
PAULA J GUTHRIE
SHERRY DLABAJ
LORETTA J DLABAJ
WENDY (DAVIDSON) JANTZ
JULIE A ZABOJNIK
KAREN WAEDEKIN
KATHY A (ZABOJNIK) RAY
KIM G BRAZIER
HEATHER M HEFNER
ERIN M DIVIN
ROANN M BIDDLE
BONNIE SCHAEFFER
ANGELA LEA SIBLEY
RACHEL Y BORDERS
STEPHANIE A GODWIN
CYNTHIA J SKRIVANEK

17 NADA
ELSIE SUPAK
SUSAN (STEVENS) WARREN
MARLENE CASTLEMAN
ANNETTE AGNES LEE

18 GRANGER
EVELYN M STEGLICH

19 TAYLOR
CHRISTIE M KLIMA
VIRGINIA R DEBUS

21 MARAK
MICHELLE J MITCHAM
LAURA K HUNT
PAMELA M (BRENEK) STERMER
REBECCA A RAMM
THERESA N RAMM

22 WALLIS
SUZANNE R (MIETH) SHORTEN
BERNADETTE REZNICEK
HETTIE HEINRICH
GAYLE R STEWART

23 HOSTYN
COLETTE A ABBEY
JOLETTE JANDA
MARILYN CHOVANEC
CAROLYN S CHOVANEC
AMY K HOUSE
TINA R KRUSE

24 AMMANNSVILLE
LYNETTE ALKIRE
JANICE (LISTVAN) CRUCIAN

28 FRENSTAT
BARBARA A SCHRADER
PATRICIA (SCHRADER) 
JENNINGS

29 FRYDEK
CYNTHIA R SAHA
BETSY ANN (POMIKAL) HARLAN
NETHIA L KELLY
THERESA L TOMLINSON
DONNA (POMIKAL) MURPHY
ANNETTE T STRAYER
VERNELL M KUTRA

30 EAST BERNARD
SHANNON M (MINKS) ROTHER
JENNIFER LEIGH VACEK
KERRIE M RABIUS
JANICE R RIPPLE
RENEE (SMAISTRLA) PERRY
MICHELE (PETROSKY) REEVES

1 YOAKUM
DIANE (JANAK) MACHACEK
DONNA L (OKRUHLIK) FRIEND

2 HALLETTSVILLE
DENISE ELAINE DROZD
SUZANNE MINKS
JENNIFER (KUBESCH) WAIDA
VANESSA CANTU
DANA SMIDT
JANA SMIDT
MISTY (BERKENHOFF) TARGAC
GLADYS HERMES
JOYCE SVETLIK
CAROL SEVCIK
MELISSA A BUZEK
GENEVIEVE L CARROLL
CORY RENEE (WAGNER) DAVIS
SHERRI H JANAK
GABRIELLE KALLUS
ANITA J MIGL

3 ST. MARY’S
LE ANN M PACHECO
SHANNON K KOPPENOL
CHRISTIE M (DVORAK) RAMEY

4 PRAHA
TRACY L (JASEK) HOWARD
THERESA ANN LEV

5 SHINER
TIFFANY (KLOESEL) GIMLER
SHELLY A JONES
PATRICIA A SVETLIK
STEPHANIE ANN PETEREK
JACQUELINE M TUSSING
TRACY L MICHALEC
MARGARET M KUBOS
JULIE A SMITH
BARBARA J SOFKA
JO ANN KNEZEK
KRISTI (WAGNER) ZARUBA
JANET L MOELLER
JANELL GARZA
MARY ANN MACHACEK
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2024 50-Year Pin Recipients
DENISE ZAMAZAL
KIMBERLY WIESNER
DONNA M HOLLIS

31 LA GRANGE
TINA MARIE (CHOVANEC) 
LICCIONI
JOANNA N BOULDIN
CYNTHIA S TOMEK
DIANA M FITZPATRICK

32 HOUSTON
MARIA A PSENCIK

34 HOBSON
JOYCE M MURAS
DONNA L KOWALIK
CYNTHIA DELOACH

37 HOCHHEIM
LANA A FELLERS

38 SAN ANTONIO
JAE LYNN GRAHAM
JULIE ANN ZAMZOW
PEGGY A BARTOSH
NICOLE K PREISS

41 ELLINGER
ANNETTE C HERNANDEZ

42 SEALY
FRANCES M KMIEC
BARBARA A HAJDIK

43 GANADO
PAMELA (JANECKA) KESKULA
JENNIFER KALLUS
CONNIE KASPAR

44 MORAVIA
JOANNA L PRIHODA - ROGERS

45 TOURS
MICHELLE A SING

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
TAMRA (HAVELKA) MONNINGER
MELANIE A BROCK
LORI R ALBERT
COLLEEN D MCFARLAND
AIMEE A HOELSCHER
KRISTY LYNN (MAYNE) BETZ
SANDRA L STRUBE
STEPHANIE WEGNER
KERRY A (SMITH) ASTERIS
CAROL J (KNESEK) WOOLSEY
ERNESTINE M BARTOSCH
CLARE J BELTRAND

49 NEEDVILLE
TAMARA D KALKOMEY
OLGA R ANDERS

53 WIED
MELANIE K BRAUN
JOYCE SVETLIK
MADELEINE MATULA
MARY ANN SVETLIK
BARBARA MATULA
KIMBERLY J (KAHANEK) 
RITCHIE

59 FORT WORTH
KERRY E (KNOX) CRAWFORD
LISA ANN LEE

66 WEIMAR
BRANDY CHAPMAN
LISA K MATULA
GRACIE (POPPE) RITTER

69 SMITHVILLE
STACI M (PITCOCK) TEAGUE

72 EL CAMPO
ANNA HUBENAK
LINDA (WICK) NEMEC
DEANN (STOCK) PRIESMEYER
MELISSA (POUNDER) SCHULLE
KIMBERLY MAERZ
SHERRY L (KRPEC) PIETSCH

REBECCA FREDRICKSON
JENNIFER (KRENEK) BINFORD
BRENDA MAY
SHELIA GEBERT
REBECCA (ORSAK) SHEDD
STEPHANIE ROYE
LENICE A SOCHA
DAWN M BARTEK
C E NAISER

77 ROSENBERG
D M SCOTKA
TERESA A (SCOTKA) FREUND
CATHERINE G BLACKBURN
KAY M MAREK

83 FLATONIA
DEANNA BYE
TAMMY M PULKRABEK

93 AUSTIN
JENNIFER GLICK
CLAUDIA J TOUSEK
CONNIE LYNN KADERKA
OKNAN PRIKRYL
KAREN LYNN SCHLIMPER
LAURIE A TAYLOR
LYNDA A SCHLIMPER
SUSAN K SCHLIMPER
KATHERINE SCHLIMPER
MARY Y SCHROEDER
LAURIE LEE
MARY RYCHETSKY
KIMBERLY (PRILOP) 
WILLIAMSON
JILL (PRILOP) SCHNEIDER
THERESA (PRILOP) BRIGGS
PENELOPE (PRILOP) STEVENS
JOYCE T WILLIAMS
MARY ANN PRILOP

99 BAYTOWN
RACHEL R DUFF

100 BAY CITY
JULIE A ELLIOTT

TRACI A RICHARDS
VICKI L (LAWRENCE) 
SOREY PATTON
MILDRED PUSTEJOVSKY
NELTA R ROJAS

101 VICTORIA
MARGARET M METTING
MARY A JANACEK
DONNA M FISHER
NANCY JO PETRAS
MARILYN K NEVLUD
BARBARA J VAHALIK
CARRIE N JANECEK

104 ABBOTT
LOUISE SULLINS
J M STEPHENS
GALE L TAYLOR
LEANN FILER
AMY (PUSTEJOVSKY) RODGERS
MELISSA (MOTL) VARAZLIC

108 DALLAS
LISA JANDA
CHERYL A EWING

115 FREEPORT
JANICE NICHOLSON
MELODY COURTNEY

117 WACO
FRANCES HOLUB

118 TAFT
JUDY HOUTS
VERONICA (GONZALES) 
OLIVARES
PAMELA LEFNER
ELIZABETH K VESELY
ALISON E (COHN) POURTEAU

124 TEXAS CITY
LISA COPPEDGE
SUZANNE A WHITTINGTON
BECKY MICHELLE KAINER



Page 14 KJZT Family Life Journal January/February 2024

2024 50-Year & 75-Year Pin Recipients
CYNTHIA LOUISE HARDY
EDITH SCHNEIDER
JANDEE (CHRISTENSEN) 
ALARID
TERRI ANGELA WARD
LORI ANNE MARTORELL

125 HOUSTON
DANA M (PATEK) MASSEY
JANEENE (PATEK) FRERKING
MARILYN S SHERRILL
CYNTHIA BERAN

130 GEORGETOWN
JEANETTE NEMEC

75-Year Pin Recipients
1 YOAKUM
MARY S FERRELL

2 HALLETTSVILLE
JEANETTE COBB

3 ST. MARY’S
CAROLYN A FEINSTEIN

4 PRAHA
VLASTA (PATRICIA) MASEK
DOREEN F STOCKWELL
ANNE MUNSCH
DOLORIS F MICAN

5 SHINER
HENRIETTA EFFENBERGER
ANNABELL VEIT
LINDA FINCH
ANGELINE NETARDUS
EARLINE PATEK
LUDMILA E JANOTA
PATRICIA A MICHALEC
SUSAN M KASPER

6 BRYAN
JOSEPHINE DAVID
VALERIA Y HOLLAS

THERESA A (MERKA) SANDERS
11 WEST
DOLORES M VOLCIK
CATHY KASKA
EVELYN L KARCHER
JEANNETTE AYERS
CHRISTINE MYNARCIK
JEANETTE SULAK

12 SWEET HOME
MILDRED A DWORSKY

15 CORN HILL
PAULINE CARRINGTON
MARY LOIS ROE
VICTORIA A DOMEL

16 ENNIS
JANIE KUIPER
SARA F PRACHYL
MARY ANN GAGEN
BETTY SCHLOTTMAN
KATHLEEN A BURKEY
JO ANN GLANZ
MARCELLA (KRISKA) 
ROBINSON
CATHERINE M KRAJCA
EVELYN ZABOJNIK
BETTY L PRACHYL
ROSE JURCIK
MARCELLA KRIEGER
LINDA M WALKER

17 NADA
CATHERINE LEOPOLD
IRENE SKUCA

18 GRANGER
CHARLOTTE BROUSSARD
MARY ANN MILES
REBECCA E BECK
DOROTHY A MARESH

19 TAYLOR
MARGARET A McLEAN
DOROTHY A SKRHAK

AGNES E MALEK
GEORGIE A EDMONDS
SHERRY URBANEK HOLLOWELL
PAULINE HOEHN

20 CISTERN
EDNA M PSENCIK

21 MARAK
ELEANORA MITCHAM
ELIZABETH A JUNGMANN
ROSEMARY (COLBERT) BROWN

22 WALLIS
JANET KULHANEK
PATRICIA HANZELKA
GERALDINE MARTISEK
BARBARA HUBENAK
CLARICE M LANE
CAROLYN KING
ELLEN M BORDELON
MARY P CUDD
GERALDINE MACHA
ELAINE V MARIK

23 HOSTYN
MARY LOUISE GOEHRING
PATRICIA A SIMONS

24 AMMANNSVILLE
HELEN MARIE OHNHEISER

27 CALDWELL
MARY JANE ALBERT

28 FRENSTAT
YVONNE MARIE PIWONKA

29 FRYDEK
FILOTHEA S ESCHENBURG
MARY JANE TYDLACKA
BIRBITA A KUTRA

30 EAST BERNARD
FRANCES JANIS
CAROLYN A MINKS

CONSTANCE A GRIGAR
REBECCA S ERMIS
PATRICIA A HLAVINKA
CAROLYN HLAVINKA
JOSEPHINE HELTON
CAROL A PARKER
BERNADETTE E KOVAR
HENRIETTA MCCORMICK

31 LA GRANGE
MARGARET A ROSENBERG
DIANA F WESSELS
ROSE MARIE SCHOLTZ

32 HOUSTON
CAROL THACKER
MARY ELIZABETH POLASEK

34 HOBSON
JANICE EHLERS

37 HOCHHEIM
JANICE MILHOLLAND

38 SAN ANTONIO
GERTRUDE A MCCARTY
AGNES M HOFFMAN
BARBARA F WEISNER
MONICA R KOSUB
GENEVIEVE KRACKAU
JAROLYN M POPP
DIANA (PETRASH) RUBLE
DIANE H PAIS

40 POTH
ELIZABETH F HONS

42 SEALY
THERESA A JURIK
JACQUALYN A STEWART
JEANETTE M KLEKAR
ALICE FAJKUS

43 GANADO
JOAN TROUTMAN
MARIE P MATLOCK
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Pin Distribution
50-Year and 75-Year Membership 
Pins are presented at the recipient’s 
area District Social. 

All pin recipients will receive invita-
tions to their District Social so they 
may be honored. 

Note: For those who are unable to at-
tend, pins can be mailed, but by 
request only to the State Office. 

Call the State Office at 1-888-253-
2338 or email info@kjzt.org with any 
questions you may have and we will 
be happy to assist you.

JOAN M KASPAR

45 TOURS
HELEN E KOCIAN
FRANCES VOCHOSKA
ANNA R VRBA
JOAN A DAVILA

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
JOYCE MARIE WOLAK
GERALDINE PERRY
JEANETTE MAZZA
JOAN ADKINS
JANETTE L SCHOLZ
HELEN BROWN
VIRGINIA ATKINSON

53 WIED
ROSEMARY KNOX
BERNADETTE M LYTLE

59 FORT WORTH
DOROTHY MALLORY

65 HOLMAN
NANCY J DUNCAN

66 WEIMAR
EVELYN A BURGESS
PATRICIA ZATOPEK
AGNES JUREK
JANE C UNTERMEYER
CLARA BERTHA HOLUB
MOLLY A VICKERS
ELAINE KOCIAN

72 EL CAMPO
BARBARA SOCHA
CAROL VACCA
FRANCES PRUETT
PATSY WELLS
MARY ANN SHELTON
SYLVIA NIELSEN
BETTYE SHOUP
JUDITH M SULAK
DOLORES M LIVANEC

75 JOURDANTON
FRANCES L CHILEK

CAROLYN A DORNAK

77 ROSENBERG
JOYCE A OBERHOFF
BETTY A OVERGONER
LUCILLE MUZNY
BARBARA J BRISCOE
MARY E POLLOCK

83 FLATONIA
PATRICIA A STEINOCHER
LORETTA A KUTAC
JEANETTE D WEBB

93 AUSTIN
LUCILLE PAWLAK
DELORES GILILLAND
MARJORIE A HORTON
JULIA F HRNCIR-QUINN
DOLORES KUTACH
ANITA KUTACH

99 BAYTOWN
JEANNETTE HOLMES

101 VICTORIA
LINDA C RINEHART
LILLIE MAE SCHOENER
MARY ANN OHRT
EVELYN M DIERLAM
JANICE A PLUMMER
BONAVENTURE J HENNEKE
LILLIAN MARTIGNONI
MILDRED A TARGAC
PHYLLIS G LEESMAN

104 ABBOTT
LINDA BOLE
MARIE TRAYWICK
SUZANNE BEACH
PAULETTE THOMAS
BETTY MYNAR
FRANCES PUSTEJOVSKY

108 DALLAS
MADELEINE R MYERS
DIANA LATHAM
GEORGIA ANN SOUKUP
JANET PRESLEY

114 HOUSTON
MARY KURTZ
LILLIAN RUCKA
BARBARA COX
CAROLYN A WILSON

116 SAN ANTONIO
CLARA A SLIVA

117 WACO
KATHERINE A AUFMAN

124 TEXAS CITY
DORIS KRISTEK
JOSEPHINE MACICEK
BARBARA J ROSE
MARY JANE CERNOSEK
GEORGIA A PERRETT

125 HOUSTON
LINDA NEISER
DOROTHY L YANNAZZO
LINDA BUTTON

126 PALACIOS
PATRICIA HARGUS

130 GEORGETOWN
CHARLOTTE KREMER

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer 
Day is once a month on the first 

Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT 
Family Life members and each 

other’s intentions.

Congratulations 

and 

thank you for 

your membership!



Page 16 KJZT Family Life Journal January/February 2024

District Socials are for you! 
ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their fami-
lies are invited to attend. Pins of Recognition are 
presented, we honor members who have passed 
away, Junior members are recognized, and a meal is 
provided. We would love for you to come join us for 
fellowship with your fellow KJZT members!

April 6, 2024 – 
District IX: Hosted by #43 Ganado (Director Vacek)

April 7, 2024 – 
District I: Hosted by #14 Moulton

June 8, 2024 – 
District VIII: Hosted by #42 Sealy (Director Wishert)

June 30, 2024 – 
District III: Hosted by #17 Nada (Director Kovar)

July 28, 2024 – 
District V: Hosted by #31 La Grange (Director Kovar)

August 11, 2024 – 
District XVI: Hosted by #125 Houston (Director Wishert)

September 8, 2024 – 
District II: Hosted by #24 Ammannsville

September 29, 2024 – 
District IV: Hosted by #40 Poth (Director Vacek)

October 13, 2024 – 
District XI/XII: Hosted by #15 Corn Hill (Director Metzer)

The next issue of the KJZT Family Life Journal has a 
submission deadline of March 27th.

Please send photos and stories by email to info@kjzt.org 
or by mail to: 

Catherine Sylvester, Editor 
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.

State Director TBA		
	 - District I: 1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 14, 37, 53
	 - District II: 4, 7, 24, 44, 66, 83

State Director Kathy Wishert		
	 - District VIII: 22, 29, 30, 42, 49, 77, 85
	 - District XV: 115, 124, 147
	 - District XVI: 32, 99, 114, 125

State Director Joy Kovar		
	 - District III: 10, 17, 41, 47
	 - District V: 20, 23, 31, 65, 69

State Director Betty Vacek		
	 - District IV: 40, 75
	 - District VI: 46, 89, 118
	 - District IX: 43, 72, 100, 101, 111, 126

State Director Stephanie Matous		
	 - District X: 11, 16,  45, 59, 104, 108, 117

State Director Helen Metzer		
	 - District XI: 15, 18, 19, 21, 48, 93, 130, 144
	 - District XII: 6, 27, 28

Members: Questions? Comments? 
Feel free to contact any of the State Directors listed here. 

Contact information listed on page 10.

Society to District 
Assignments 
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23 HOSTYN
BARBARA J TURNER
BERNICE M TESCHER

DONNA WISE
PAULA SHEFFIELD

PATRICIA KESTERSON
DENISE KELLISON

TINA M (JECMENEK) PAXTON
JODIE L ODOM

CASSIE L SHARP
CASANDRA M BAGWELL

To continue to serve our members, we will be printing the names for which we do not have addresses on file. These 
lists will be printed by Society. If you know a person named on the list, please let them know we need to get in 

touch. As always, the State Office can be reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

No Address Listed

24 AMMANNSVILLE
SHIRLEY A ROSSON
VICTORIA NORMAN
CHRISTINA R ELLIS

27 CALDWELL
PAULA K MYNAR-MCMILLAN

KAREN (CHAMBERS) McCREVEY
JANET A CHAMBERS

28 FRENSTAT
MARY HARPER

28 FRENSTAT
BARBARA A SCHRADER

JANE A (KARASEK) GIESE
JAE LYN K TAYLOR

29 FRYDEK
MANDY ROSS

SHARI LYNN STRIEDER

30 EAST BERNARD
MARGARET DUSTON

VICTORIA STRICKLAND



Page 18 KJZT Family Life Journal January/February 2024

Celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week

KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools. This year, Catholic Schools Week was held from January 28th to February 3rd and we had over 8 local KJZT So-
cieties participate. Supporting the Catholic faith, especially through education, is very important to KJZT Family Life. So important in fact, that it is part of our 
Fraternal’s Mission. We are happy that for the sixth year in a row, Societies took gifts, snacks, donations, pencils and more to their local Catholic Schools to show 
them their support! We hope these projects inspire you and your Society to hold a project next year and participate in Catholic Schools Week in 2025. It’s tradition-
ally held the last week of January, so write it on your calendars to discuss your Catholic Schools Week work projects later this year. 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE SOCIETIES THAT PARTICIPATED!

2 Hallettsville 2 Hallettsville

3 St. Mary’s 11 West 12 Sweet Home

Sacred Heart Catholic School, Hallettsville
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Ashley Harbin, Principal 
Kevin Haas, Laken Drozd presenting check, Renee Hardt and  
Mary Ann Pavliska. Cookies were also presented to the school.

St. Joseph Catholic School, Yoakum
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Mary Ann Pavliska pre-
senting check to Principal Sean Mooney, and Ashley Harbin.

Sacred Heart Catholic School, Hallettsville
Pictured are Mrs. Lynn Cook (center), Assistant Principal of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School in Hallettsville, accepting a Catholic 
Schools Week “Treasure Box” of goodies from Dorothy Schneider 
(left) and Jennifer Janik (right).

St. Mary’s Catholic School, West
Pictured (L to R sitting) are Theresa Plsek, Joyce Nors, Erica 
Sammon- Principal of St. Mary’s School, Dolores Sykora and 
Lillian Bohannon. Pictured in second row are Toni Snapka, Jean-
nette Karlik, Betty Kostecka, Elizabeth Vanek, Angie Hovde, Di-
ana Blakley and Dorene Soukup.

Sacred Heart Catholic School, Hallettsville
Pictured is Joyce Kurtz presenting a goodie bag filled with note 
pads, pens and other useful items for the teachers and staff.
Accepting the donation was Principal Kevin Haas.

2 Hallettsville

St. Ludmila Catholic School, Shiner
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Ashley Harbin presenting 
check to Megan Kvinta (Administrative Assistant) and Mary Ann 
Pavliska along with students from the school.
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114 Houston

108 Dallas
108 Dallas

St. Jerome Catholic School, Houston
The Society presented a donation for the school. Pictured (L to R) 
are Irene Dittrich, Principal DeeDee Rzasnicki and Jeanette 
Bruegging.

Nolan Catholic High School, Fort Worth
Pictured is Sandy Adamcik presenting gifts from the Society.

John Paul II High School, Plano
and Bishop Lynch High School, Dallas 

Pictured is Sandy Adamcik with representatives of both high schools 
presenting treats for teacherrs and staff.

114 Houston

St. Jerome Catholic School, Houston
The Society delivered breakfast tacos for teachers and staff. Pic-
tured (L to R) are a staff member, Irene Dittrich, staff member, 
Mary Kay Dittrich, staff member and Janna Krus.

101 Victoria

16 Ennis31 La Grange

108 Dallas

Bishop Dunne High School, Dallas
Pictured is Sandy Adamcik presenting gifts from the Society.

Nolan Catholic High School, Fort Worth
Pictured is junior member Madi Matous presenting treats and 
words of encouragement for the teachers and staff. Pictured at 
right is Mrs. Brynn Lonnquist, Physics teacher at NCHS.

Sacred Heart Catholic School, La Grange
Pictured (L to R) are President Elizabeth Kallus, Vice President 
Nicole Ramirez, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Secretary Marilyn Koth-
mann, Sacred Heart School Principal La Donna Voelkel, and Su-
perintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Austin Misty 
Poe. Teachers, staff, and Father Brian Phillips were given goodie 
bags as a thank you for their dedication.

Our Lady of Victory Catholic School, Victoria
Pictured (L to R) are Dorothy Gehske and Irene Brosch.

16 Ennis

St. Andrew’s Catholic School, Fort Worth
Pictured are Junior members Madi and Lucas Matous delivering 
Catholic Schools Week treats to teachers and staff.
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Find us on Facebook 
for updates on Events, News, 

and Society Activities!
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Society News
Holy Family Society #118 hosted 
a Christmas Girls Bunco Night 

on December 1, 2023. Attendees enjoyed a beauti-
fully decorated hall, meal, snacks, and a fun evening 
of Bunco! A silent auction with many wonderful 
gifts was also available! Janiece Pustejovsky also 
brought Advent Wreaths to sell. All the ladies had 
a fantastic time!! Pictured below are a few of the 
attendees.

118 Taft

Vice-President Genevieve Mallot and State Direc-
tor Betty Vacek are shown presenting a check from 
the fundraiser for $1,832.80 to Rev. John McKenzie 
toward renovations for Holy Family Church in Taft.

Officers of Society 100, 
Our Lady of Snows, 

Bay City, presented Reverend Stephen Vacek of 
Holy Cross Church with a check for $2,500 from 
funds generated from their 2023 Phantom Bake 
Sale. The money will be added to the Holy Cross 
Restore, Renew Revitalize Fund for school and 
church repairs & improvements.

Society officers pictured with Father Stephen are Margaret Hicks, 
Treasurer, Margaret Lawrence, President, Jeanette Frontz, Vice-
President, and Karen Owens, Secretary.  

100 Bay City

Saint Agnes KJZT, Society 
111, Edna, held a luncheon for 

the altar servers and their families on December 10, 
2023, in the Saint Agnes Parish Center. The Christ-
mas luncheon with all the trimmings was donated 
by Mrs. Aundria Barnes from AJ’s restaurant in 
Edna with the meal being cooked by Mrs. Stephanie 
Covarrubias. The dedicated altar servers received 
gifts donated by Inteplast Group Corp as well as gift 
cards by the KJZT. Santa came to listen to all the 
Christmas wishes of the little ones. Santa gift bags 
were given to each one.

111 Edna

Pictured is 16 Ennis member, 
Evelyn Slovak, dropping off 

warm weather items to Norma Juricek for the Soci-
ety’s KJZT Junior project. (top photo)

  Also pictured is Society President Melody Rejcek 
with the gifts purchased for two recipients from the 
Boys and Girls Club angel tree. Both received two 
shirts and jeans. One received a jacket and Roblox 
gift card. One received crocs and a gaming key-
board. (bottom photo)

16 Ennis
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Members Tracey Gearson 
and Elaine Dornak, presented  

monetary donations and non-perishable items to the 
Yoakum Food Bank. (top photo)

Members, Elaine Dornak, Helen Manning, Judy 
Balzer and Virgi Ferrell presented a check to Amy 
Barrera, St Joseph Catholic School PTC Fall Fun 
Run and Fall Meal chairperson. (bottom photo)

1 Yoakum

KJZT Society #118 members as-
sembled Thanksgiving Bags of 

goodies and useful items, and members distributed 
them to the elderly and shut-ins. 
  Pictured are junior members bringing a basket to 
one of their favorite ladies. The juniors, Jamison 
Malott, Hannah and Hailey Crawford, are all grand-
children of Bob and Genevieve Malott.

118 Taft

KJZT Society 43 of Ganado 
provided refreshments for a 

Valentine party at the “Growing in Grace” nursing 
home in Ganado, Texas! Angel food cake. strawber-
ries and cool whip plus punch was served! Residents 
were given Valentines. 

Pictured (L to R) are Treasurer Frances Vesely, President Jen-
nifer Kallus, Kaley Pape, Susie Pape, Bella Kallus, Secretary Ce-
cilia French, Vice-President Mildred Johnson, and Gianna Kallus. 
Pictured in front are Gabe Kallus and Xavier Kallus. All society 
members!

43 Ganado

Society 43 of Ganado helped 
fill boxes of food on Decem-

ber 13th. Boxes were completed on December 16th 
and delivered to recipients!

Pictured are President Cecilia French, Chaplain Fr. Greg Kore-
nek, Treasurer Frances Vesely, Deacon Kevin Petrash and Rob-
ert Landry, parish volunteer. 

43 Ganado
Society 43 gave Assumption 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church 

$500 to the Parish Matthew 25 Ministry that pro-
vides assistance to the needy throughout the year. 

Pictured are Frances Vesely, Treasurer, Deacon Kevin Petrash 
and Cecilia French, President!

43 Ganado

Members of So-
ciety 130 gath-

ered to celebrate Christmas and hold the last meet-
ing of 2023.

130 Georgetown

Frydek KJZT #29 held their 
last meeting of 2023 on Sun-

day, December 10th. It entailed election of officers 
for 2024 and discussion of upcoming society and 
community events. 
 Also celebrated by the members of Society #29 
KJZT was the annual Christmas party where a Fried 
chicken meal with delicious sides and desserts were 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Pictured in front are Sharlene Havel (secretary), Filothea Eschen-
burg (treasurer), Mildred Ondruch (president) Irene Wachel, Max-
ine Rudloff (vice president), Doris Sodolak. Pictured in back are 
Al Wachel, Ben Hosak.

29 Frydek

Members of KJZT 
#37 Hochheim Society 

assisted at the Bettye Powell Holiday Meal at the 
Yoakum Community Center on Monday, December 
11th.  Working by serving food was Joyce Word, 
Pauline Kloesel, and Beni Gerdes. Dennis Havlik 
and Carol Kingle also worked taking plates to pass-
ing cars.

37 Hochheim
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The Society presented a total of 
$3,000.00 to St. Mary’s School on 

January 29th – the beginning of Catholic Schools 
Week. $1,000.00 was designated to go to school 
playground equipment, $1,000.00 to improvements 
to the office and $1,000.00 to the teachers fund and 
out of this fund, KJZT requested that a lunch be 
served to the teachers and other school personnel 
during Catholic Schools Week.

Pictured (L to R sitting) are Theresa Plsek, Joyce Nors, Erica 
Sammon- Principal of St. Mary’s School, Dolores Sykora and 
Lillian Bohannon. Pictured in second row are Toni Snapka, Jean-
nette Karlik, Betty Kostecka, Elizabeth Vanek, Angie Hovde, Di-
ana Blakley and Dorene Soukup.

11 West

The Society held a buchta sale 
on Saturday, January 6th at the 

St. Mary’s Parish Center. The total raised at the 
bake sale was approximately $2,039.20 after de-
ducting for ingredients and other expenses and the 
State KJZT Office will match it by a $1,000.00. We 
will be presenting a check St. Mary’s School in the 
amount of $3,039.20 during Catholic Schools Week.
There was a great turnout and the Society would like 
to thank all members, juniors and their families and 
others who came to help.  They also thank all who 
came and purchased the buchta.

Pictured is everyone who helped including adult and junior mem-
bers of the Society.

11 West St. Anne’s #30 
- East Bernard 

made Christmas grocery bags for Community mem-
bers that were delivered before the Christmas holi-
days.  

Pictured (L to R) is Donna Vacek and Angeline Grigar.

30 East BernardSt. Anne #30 
- East Bernard 

held their 20th Annual Memorial Mass on Novem-
ber 14, 2023 for their deceased KJZT members at 
Holy Cross Church in East Bernard. Family mem-
bers came to light a candle for their loved ones 
honor. This is a very special night that the deceased 
KJZT members are remembered. Some candles that 
were lit by family and friends included Very Rev-
erend Charles Otsiwah lighting a candle for Father 
Don Ruppert, Susan Jochec lighting a candle for 
Aunt Anna Melnar, Charlie Minks lighting a candle 
for his wife Agnes Minks, Donald Buxkemper light-
ing a candle for his mom Gloria Buxkemper, Jona-
than Mican lighting a candle for his mom, Betty Jo 
Mican. Following the Mass a dinner is held for all 
who attended. 

Pictured is Charlie Minks lighting a candle for his wife, Agnes 
Minks.

Pictured is Reverend Charles Otsiwah lighting a candle for Father 
Don Ruppert.

30 East Bernard

During the month of 
October, society mem-

bers hosted funeral meals at St. Helen’s Catholic 
Church. They provided hot potatoes, green beans, 
salads, and desserts. 

Pictured sitting: Betty Janacek, Joyce Chunda, Secretary 
Marie Stryk, and JoAnn Stasny. Pictured standing: Sammy 
Parker, John Chunda, Social Member Al Stryk, Social Member 
Ralph Zann, and President Carol Zann.

125 Houston
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Society No. 101 Victoria 
members had their Joint 

Christmas Party on December 3, 2023, at Gabriel 
Hall at Our Lady of Victory with Society No. 115. 
They had two hams and side dishes that were very 
good. Members also gave poinsettias and gift cards 
for door prizes, along with money for a TV Mass 
to Our Lady of Victory. 43 members from the so-
cieties were able to celebrate the Christmas season 
together.

Pictured: Irene Brouch, Rev. Kirby Hlavaty, Carolyn Nevlud, Rev. 
Jonas Kuubeta, and Rev. Samuel Asantey

101 Victoria

St. Anne’s KJZT Society No. 4 
Praha presented a $500.00 check 

to Father Gabriel Maison, pastor of St. Mary’s 
in Praha on Thursday, November 13, 2023. The 
$500.00 donation was matching funds received 
from the Country Store booth the society sponsored 
on August 15, 2023.

Pictured L to R: Frances Kubenka, Treasurer Patricia Masek, Fa-
ther Gabriel Mason, President Georgia Cerny, Ellene Vrazel, and 
Bea Patek.

4 Praha

The Society donated $200.00 to 
the Celebration House Food Pan-

try on November 9th as part of Feeding Families.

Pictured (L to R) are CHFP volunteers Julia Webster and Pam 
Cunnigham, Treasurer Patricia Masek, Society No. 4 President 
Georgia Cerny, Secretary Nancy Jasek, and CHFP Volunteer Enid 
Waska. Back Row: Celebration House Food Pantry Volunteers.

4 Praha

The Society donated $1,102.50 
each to Flatonia Fire and Rescue 

and the Queen of the Holy Rosary Church Build-
ing Fund. It was raised through a no bake sale held 
on Labor Day weekend and from matching funds 
received from the State Office.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Nancy Jasek, Treasurer Patricia 
Masek, Society No. 4 President Georgia Cerny, Flatonia Fire and 
Rescue Fire Chief Gregory Robinson, and Flatonia Fire and Res-
cue Vice-President Rick Todd.

4 Praha

The Society donated pro-
ceeds from their country 

store at St. Philip’s picnic for their parish project.

72 El Campo

The Society held their 
December meeting on 

December 1st at Casa Ole Restaurant in Pearland 
with 20 people in attendance. The meeting opened 
with a prayer by the Vice President Joan Hutchison 
and the Secretary Marie Stryk gave a brief report on 
the activities/different charities the society donated 
to throughout the year. They were honored to have 
their Chaplain Fr. Wayne Wilkerson present and he 
gave a very inspiring talk. He also thanked everyone 
for all their works of charity for the parish and com-
munity. The Mayor of Pearland, Kevin Cole, was 
also present and gave a talk on the happenings in 
the community. He thanked everyone for their good 
works for people in need. Everyone enjoyed a good 
meal and door prizes, donated by the Society Presi-
dent Carol Zann and Secretary Marie Stryk. The 
meeting closed with a prayer by Father Wayne and 
wished all a very blessed Christmas.

Pictured (L to R seated) are officers Marie Stryk, Joan Hutchison, 
Carol Zann, and Evelyn Maresh. Pictured standing are Marvin 
Stasny, Al Stryk, John Chunda, Joyce Chunda, Helen Kainer, Joann 
Stasny, Bernice Matusek, Sammy Parker, Fr. Wayne Wilkerson, 
Marjorie Perry, Betty Janacek, Ralph Zann, and Larry Maresh.

125 Houston

Members visited with 
residents at Oak Haven 

Industry and presented each resident a gift.

Pictured (L to R) are Riana Evens, Julie Kenjura, Libby Geistman, 
Elizabeth Przyborski, and Neely Vasicek.

47 Industry

Thank you Officers and Members 
for giving of your time and your-
selves through your Society’s fun-

draisers and work projects. 
So proud of you all!
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Junior News
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Society 16, Ennis, hosted an 
Advent celebration on the first 

Sunday of Advent. The juniors were invited to lead 
the Advent Wreath prayers. At the Ennis Advent cel-
ebration, Junior and adult members helped fill over 
100 Blessing Bags for the homeless. Each bag con-
tained a pair of socks and one more cold weather 
accessory. Other items included a bottle of water, 
an apple or an orange, peanut butter crackers, a toi-
letry item and prayer card. St. Nicholas also stopped 
by to visit with the juniors and give them each a 
treat including to, Derek Epps, Genevieve and Titus 
Waedekin, Andie Gilburt, Levi Lytle, Jovie, Ella, 
and Rowan Vrana.

The first weekend of Advent, the 
Society 16, Ennis, juniors held 

their annual collection of cold weather gear for the 
homeless after all the weekend Masses. Once again 
the parishioners were generous in their giving with 
enough items donated to make hundreds of Blessing 
Bags that included socks, gloves, hats and scarves.
  This year coats and blankets were also collect-
ed. Many of the coats were shared with the parish 
Knights of Columbus Council in their winter coat 
ministry for children. Blankets were donated to a lo-
cal ministry for the homeless.
  

Charlie and Christopher Houston and their mother, Julie, were 
one crew collecting donations at the Saturday evening Mass.
  

Two of the early morning Mass crews accepting donations from 
parishioners: Cameron and Lottie Mikula, Adelynn Liska holding 
Ruth Mikula, Graham Liska, Levi Lytle, Tinsley Tobola, Leo Gil-
burt, and Casen Cline.
  

A crew of Ennis juniors that accepted donations at the mid-day 
Mass: Jake Ruffin, Kaylin Flores, and Kelsie Gamble.

16 Ennis 16 Ennis KJZT  Juniors M’Lynn 
and Michael donated 

stuffed animals to the Pleak Fire Department for the 
Fort Bend EMS Donation Center.

Pictured (L to R) are M’Lynn Palermo, Michael Palermo III, Pleak 
Mayor Larry Bittner, and Pleak Fire Chief Jordan Blegen.

49 Needville

West KJZT juniors held a meet-
ing Saturday, January 6th at 9:00 

am at the St. Mary’s Parish Center. In the meeting 
the same officers were re-elected to serve in 2024 
and they are:  President – Caleb Gerik, Vice Presi-
dent – Nicole Enders, Secretary – Caitlyn Divin and 
Treasurer – Colton Enders. Melissa Gerik, Jr. Di-
rector went over the following for the coming year:  
Camp Guardian Angel , cleaning of cemetery before 
Easter and in the Fall, participating in Proclamation 
of Flag Day and the receiving of Scholarships and 
sponsoring the Bingo for the parish picnic. After the 
meeting, the juniors helped at the Buchta Bake Sale.

11 West

The juniors held their Annual 
Soup and Chili Stew Fundraiser. 

Pictured are AJ Alvear, Lydia Hagan, Alex Adams, Coraline Alvear, 
Claire and Caroline Jetton, Genevieve McDonald, Lyla Dipasquale 
and Iris Alvear. Thanks to all who supported them in any way.

85 Damon
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Interested in joining our junior groups? 
Or starting one of your own?
Contact the State Coordinator 

of Junior Activities, Anne Wick at 
annewick@gmail.com or 979-263-5317

We look forward to adding more wonderful junior 
members to our junior societies!

KJZT Family Life JournalJanuary/February 2024

On the evening of Dec. 6th 
Soc. #21 Junior Officers Presi-

dent Cade Hubnik, Secretary Lily Brunson and Trea-
surer Adison Dach got together for a trip to Temple, 
TX to have dinner at Texas Road House and for a 
shopping spree for the two children the junior so-
ciety chose to sponsor this year. The group was as-
signed an 11 month old baby boy and a 15 year old 
girl. Participants are asked to spend at least $125.00 
on each child if possible. The juniors had a list from 
each child to go by. They made very good purchase 
decisions and purchased almost everything on the 
list for each child. Our youth know they are very 
blessed to have good homes in these times. They 
were happy to share their valuable time.
  Then on the Saturday morning of Dec. 9th Junior 
Officers met up again to drop off the gifts to Child 
Protective Services. Present were Junior Society Of-
ficers Vice-President Tessa Vaculin, President Cade 
Hubnik, Treasurer Adison Dach and Junior Director 
Debbie Vansa.

Pictured with purchased gifts are the Junior shoppers!

21 MarakOn November 19th Juniors of 
Soc. #21 delivered a Feeding 

Families donation to the Cameron Area Thrift Shop. 
The Juniors also sponsored a food drive the first 3 
weeks of November at their parish to help support 
families in need through the holiday season.

Pictured (L to R) are Jett Vaculin, Tessa Vaculin, Paige Kopriva, 
Callen Vaculin, Lindsey Vaculin, Adison Dach, Manager Irene 
Kaulfus, Lily Brunson, Cutter Hubnik, Ian Brunson and Junior Di-
rector Debbie Vansa.

21 Marak

There was a sausage and chick-
en lunch with all the sides and 

desserts. Along with a Nativity play put on by the 
ReP program. Then Santa made a visit and passed 
out goodie bags to all who visited him. Juniors gave 
Father his Christmas gift at this time, too.

Present were Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Ian Brunson, Tessa 
Vaculin, Cade Hubnik, Santa, Cutter Hubnik, Lily Brunson, Jett 
Vaculin, Father Ran Jan Cletus, Lindsey Vaculin, Callen Vaculin, 
Paige Kopriva and Kate Kopriva.

21 Marak

It was Junior Sunday at Mass 
on January 14th at St. Cyril & 

Methodius church. Juniors Ian Brunson and Cutter 
Hubnik were ushers. Altar servers assisting Father 
Ran Jan Cletus were Kate Kopriva and Anna Lee 
Prcin. Altar server carrying the cross was Gracie 
Doskocil. Carrying the bread and Offertory was 
Cade Hubnik. Carrying the wine and water was Adi-
son Dach. Thank you all!

Pictured are Gracie Doskocil, Cade Hubnik, and Adison Dach.

21 Marak

Society Officers for Marak 
Junior Society for 2024 were 

elected.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary - Lily Brunson, Treasurer - Adison 
Dach, Vice-President - Cade Hubnik, President -Tessa Vaculin 
and Reporter - Ian Brunson.

21 Marak

The Marak Juniors received a 
certificate of appreciation for 

all they do to support the Cameron Area Thrift Store  
in Cameron, Texas! The Juniors consistently take 
part of the Feeding Families program sponsored by 
KJZT Family Life. The Juniors also sponsor and 
collect non-perishable food items every year to de-
liver for the Holiday rush. Congratulations to the 
Marak Juniors!

Pictured are Jett Vaculin, Lily Brunson, Adison Brunson, Cade 
Hubnik, Cutter Hubnik, Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Paige Ko-
priva, Claire Kopriva, Ian Brunson, Callen Vaculin, Tessa Vaculin 
and Irene Kaulfus. 

21 Marak
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The induction ceremony 
for new officers was held at 

the January meeting. Junior members also enjoyed a 
donut and kolache breakfast, followed by games and 
sugar cookie decorating.

Officers for 2024 are pictured (L to R) Quintin Kaska and Ryan 
Pustejovsky-Reporters, Grayson Pustejovsky-Treasurer, Allison 
Pustejovsky-Secretary, Will Gerik-Vice President, and Paxton 
Pustejovsky-President. 

104 Abbott

The KJZT Juniors from Society 
No. 4 Praha held a toy drive for 

needy children this past Christmas. Present were 
Briley Grahmann, Emily Koncaba, Quade Brothers, 
and Greyson Grahmann.

4 Praha

The Adult division of Ennis So-
ciety 16 provided Holy Family 

candles for families in their parish in honor of Holy 
Family Sunday. Some of the Ennis juniors helped 
put labels on the bottom of the candles reboxed 
them for transportation.

Pictured are Ennis juniors labeling and reboxing the Holy Family 
candles: Catelyn Minear, Tinsley Tobola and Annelise Minear.

16 Ennis

REGISTRATION FOR JUNIOR DIVISION SOCIETY 2024
1. SOCIETY NAME AND NO. ____________________________________________________   
CITY _________________________________________________________________________
2. LOCAL JR. DIRECTOR _______________________________________________________   
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________   
PHONE ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________
3. ASST. LOCAL JR. DIRECTOR __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________   
PHONE ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________
4. JR. PRESIDENT ______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________   
JR. VICE PRES. ________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________   
JR. SECRETARY _______________________________________________________________   
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________   
JR. TREASURER ______________________________________________________________   
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________  
JR. REPORTER ________________________________________________________________   
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
5. Our KJZT Junior Meetings are held on ____________________________________________
6. No. of active members (include only those that attend your meetings and activities.) 
	 Group A (Pre-school – age 4) _____________________________________________	
	 Group I (ages 5 – 8) _____________________________________________________		
	 Group II (ages 9 – 11) ___________________________________________________	
	 Group III (ages 12 – 14) _________________________________________________	
	 Group IV (ages 15 – HS) ___________________________________________________
7. We have the Junior Division Scrapbook. ___________________________________________
8. We have the Junior Division Uniform. _____________________________________________
9. We have the Jr. Division Handbook. 	______________________________________________
10. We wish to perform in other cities. 	______________________________________________
11. For our performance we do _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
12. Our performance is done in Costume _____________________________________________
or is done in Jr. Division Uniform __________________________________________________	
			   		
LOCAL JUNIOR DIRECTOR: Please complete and mail to: 
KJZT Family Life - Junior Division 
PO Box 18896
Austin, Texas  78760-8896		          
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Happy New Year KJZT Family Life Members.  
Hope this year will find everyone healthy and 
ready to attend and participate in our fraternal 
activities that are scheduled so far.
In the Spring the District Socials start to begin 
and continue throughout the Fall. We encourage 
all our members to attend and participate in the 
fellowship with their family and friends. To see 
when and where your District Social will be held 
a schedule will be published in the KJZT Family 

Life Journal. Looking forward to seeing you all there!
Summertime brings a Family Funday held at Splashway Water Park in Sheridan, 
Texas and Camp Guardian Angel which is held at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, 
Texas. Any member along with their family and guests can attend Family Fun-
day. More information will be available in the KJZT Family Life Journal or on the 
website later. Any member ages 8 thru 17 can attend Camp Guardian Angel. The 
cost of camp is $270 for a 3 night and 4 days stay. We have reached our limit with 
the number of campers the camp can accommodate, so once we have reached 
our capacity the campers will be put on a waiting list. The campers can sell raffle 
tickets to help defray their cost of camp. The tickets have been mailed out to the 
society directors. They can be sold together as a society, or the society can have 
another fundraiser of their choice. 
Going forward into the year Junior information is needed. If you haven’t already, 
please turn in your Point & Merit, Registration Forms, and Scrapbooks as soon 
as possible. Let me know if you need any supplies or have questions or need 
more information.  I will be happy to assist you. 
If you would like to join us for some of our activities, please reach out to me at 
(979) 263 – 5317 or annewick@gmail.com  Let’s make 2024 a great year as we 
move forward and I pray for God’s Blessings on our fraternal, the KJZT Family 
Life.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

2024 KJZT Family Life 2024 KJZT Family Life 
Junior Division State Junior Division State 

Project: PhotoProject: Photo
All photos must illustrate a photo of a favorite Saint. All photos must be 8 
inches x 10 inches. No matting, mounting, or framing is allowed. Include 

the following information on the back of the photograph:  

	 • Submit “a photo of an image of your favorite Saint. 		
	 (For example: Blessed Mother Mary, Saint
	 Joseph, The Holy Family, Guardian Angel, etc. Can   		
	 be a statue, a stained-glass window, or other
	 object depicting a saint.)	
	 • The name of the Saint that you chose and a short 		
	 description about why you chose that saint.
	 • Participant’s name
	 • Age
	 • Society’s name, number
	 • City/Town

1. Age pre-school (2) thru December 31st of high school graduation year 
may participate. A Junior must be of pre-school age 2 on January 1, 2024.

2. Age requirement is determined by age as of January 1, 2024 to exhibit 
the project for that age group.

3. Project (photo) is to be exhibited at the annual KJZT Family Life Dis-
trict Social and then be judged on State Level following the end of all the 

District Socials. Prizes will be awarded at the District Socials.

4. The Junior must be present and in Junior Division Uniform to exhibit 
project and all work must be that of a Junior member.

5. All work must be done as a KJZT Family Life Junior Division project. 
The photos will be taken to the State Office for State Judging.

Group A (age 2-4 years) ---- Color Page (is also provided)
Group I    (age 5-8 years)

Group II    (age 9-11 years)
Group III    (age 12-14 years)
Group IV    (age 15-17 years)

The Beatitudes  
(Matthew 5:1-10) 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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Joshua Ray Holy Jr. is a new member of Society No. 
21 Marak. He is the son of Amy and Joshua Holy Sr. 
Proud grandparents are Robert and Debbie Vansa, 
and Bud and Janie Holy. His great-grandparent is 
Dolores Kral.

Kinsley Chambers is a new member of Society No. 
6 Bryan. She is the daughter of William and Jennifer 
Chambers. Her mother Jennifer and grandmother Jo 
Ann Zaeske are KJZT Society No. 6 Bryan members.

Rowan J Martin is a new member of Society No. 43 
Ganado. He is the son of Ashley and Bryan Martin. 
Rowan’s mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
and brother are all members of Society No. 43-Ga-
nado.

Elaina Tlustos is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. She is the daughter of Bobby and Kay Tlus-
tos.

Owen Cavazos is a new member of Society No. 41 
Ellinger. He is the son of Taylor Dominguez and 
Brock Cavazos.

Caleb Baranowski is a new member of Society No. 
49 Needville. He is the son of Brian and Michelle 
Baranowski. Caleb has two sisters (Makayla and 
Shelby) who are also KJZT members.
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Knox and Calvin Cutler are new members of Society 
No. 10 Fayetteville. They are the sons of Jaime and 
Kevin Cutler. Their great-grandmothers are Rose 
Rohde and Clara Gerik of Society No. 10 and grand-
parents are Shannon and Thomas Gerik of Colum-
bus.

Hartley Kutscherousky is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 11 West. She is the daughter of Tommy and 
Mandy Kutscherousky. Hartley’s grandparents are 
Randy and Judy Brown of Henrietta, TX; and Berna-
dette and the late Tommy Kutscherousky Sr. of West.

Junior Activities
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“In Memoriam”
KJZT Family Life Journal January/February 2024

  Martha Jane Goertz Hellinger passed peacefully from this life to be with God while at home with her loving family on January 
24, 2024. She had recently been diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor, and she was tenderly cared for by her husband, Beno, 
and family at her beloved home.
  She was born October 19, 1940, to Charlie J. and Cecilia Supak Goertz in Austin, Texas. She was a graduate of St. Mary’s Acad-
emy and Nixon Clay Commercial College, both in Austin. She was a long-time member of St. Louis Catholic Church in Austin. 
Jane was very proud of her Czech and German heritage. She never missed a Goertz family reunion and hosted Hellinger ones, too. 
It was very evident that she and Beno put their faith and family first, being involved in the St. Louis Parish and School as well as 
McCallum High School for all of their ten children.
  Jane touched many lives beyond her family in her 83 years. Hundreds of people in the Austin area have been blessed with her 
precisely decorated wedding and birthday cakes that were not only designed exactly how a person wanted but tasted delicious, too. 
She also baked that special bread pudding shared every Lent at the St. Louis Fish Fry. Her extensive cooking skills were shared 
at countless receptions for special events and funerals organized by her for the parish, especially for the Chrism Mass and CHRP 
retreats. Countless children enjoyed her special snacks at VBS. At St. Louis School, she was known as the Campbell Soup Label 

Lady for decades, providing a way for the school to get a myriad of supplies. She and Beno harvested vegetables from their garden that were eagerly anticipated 
by neighbors and friends. She was also an accomplished seamstress, making everything from tiny doll clothes to coats for her children to flags for the McCallum 
marching band. On the Fourth of July, she was often a well-deserved winner of the family’s annual ice cream crank-off, everyone knowing it would be tough to 
beat her creamy concoctions. She was especially proud of knitting a Christmas stocking for each grandchild that had a specific design and number of stripes cor-
relating to the birth order of the grandchild. She even participated as a singer with the Happy Czech Singers. With all this activity, she still had time for her love 
of building puzzles with family and scoping out garage sales and thrift stores for a treasure that would “follow her home.”
  She was a natural leader and served as officer in many organizations including the Travis County Pecan Growers Auxiliary, St. Louis Women’s Club, St. Louis 
Home and School Association, and the KJZT. (Jane was President of KJZT Society No. 93 Austin for many years.) She was also an active member of the St. Louis 
KC Ladies Auxiliary, Bereavement Ministry, and the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. If she could join an organization that gave her the opportunity to serve, 
she would not just join but she would embrace every opportunity to utilize her talents to serve.
  Despite all her endeavors, she was never too busy to lend a listening and supportive ear to a friend or family member. We will all miss her spirit of generosity and 
hope that we honor her legacy by following her example well.
  Jane is survived by her husband of 59 years, Beno A. Hellinger, and their ten children, starting with the oldest on down: Diane (Titus) Ashour, Catherine (Kevin) 
McCue, Pamela (Keith) Tabor, Paul Hellinger, Laura (John) Duckworth, Charles (Dolly) Hellinger, John (Angie) Hellinger, Linda (Hoyt) Moss, Mark (Vaness) 
Hellinger, and Elaine (Ryan) McGuckin. She is also survived by 23 grandchildren and four great grandchildren plus her siblings Grace (Eugene) Vinklarek, Charles 
David Goertz, and Michael (Patti) Goertz and numerous nieces and nephews.

Martha Jane Hellinger
October 19, 1940 - January 24, 2024

We Will Miss You
  Our beloved Jane Hellinger, long time president of Society No. 93, went to be 
with our Lord and Savior on January 24th. She was at home surrounded by her 
loving family.
  As a tribute to Jane, members of our society prepared the desserts for the be-
reavement lunch. Michelle and Annie Hyzak baked a delicious cake highlight-
ing Society No. 93.  
  The St. Louis bereavement team prepared food over 200 family members 
and friends. Jane was loved and appreciated by so many. She will sincerely be 
missed.  
	 - Submitted by Margie Horton of Society No. 93 Austin

Pictured at right (L to R) are Annie Hyzak, Laura Duckworth (Vice-President 
and daughter to Jane), daughter Pam Tabor, and Michelle Hyzak.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

4	 PRAHA		  ELROY WICK					     12/12/2023		  79
5	 SHINER		  PATRICIA (BARCAK) BROWN		  9/6/2022		  73
6	 BRYAN		  CHARLOTTE MARIE STASNY		  10/17/2023		  66
6	 BRYAN		  BEVERLY (WEHRMAN) CUMPTON		 12/21/2019		  82
6	 BRYAN		  PAMELA (HOLLAS) COUGER		  1/17/2023		  78
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 ANITA (KULHANEK) BOYER		  10/3/2023		  93
11	 WEST			   SUSAN (MYNAR) MILLER			   10/7/2021		  54
11	 WEST			   DIANE (SULAK) WILSON			   12/8/2023		  82
11	 WEST			   LOIS (MAREK) KALLUS			   12/28/2023	             100
12	 SWEET HOME	 VLASTA (KORINEK) BREWER		  10/20/2023		  75
16	 ENNIS			  RONALD WAYNE NOVY			   11/25/2023		  51
16	 ENNIS			  GEORGIA (PRACHYL) GALETKA		  10/23/2023		  90
16	 ENNIS			  JERRY ZMOLIK				    12/29/2023		  92
17	 NADA			   LILLIAN (KUBESCH) HOBBS			  12/13/2023		  86
18	 GRANGER		  HELEN (HAVELKA) JEZISEK			  11/27/2023		  90
18	 GRANGER		  GEORGIE (KONARIK) STRMISKA		  11/30/2023		  90
22	 WALLIS		  LINDA MARIE MELNAR			   10/29/2023		  72
23	 HOSTYN		  CYRIL MURAS JR				    1/10/2022		  80
27	 CALDWELL		  HELEN (STALL) MERKA			   12/4/2023		  86
31	 LA GRANGE		  RUTH (SISA) CHOVANEC			   11/30/2023		  95
34	 HOBSON		  BETTY ANN PAWELEK			   12/13/2023		  88
42	 SEALY			  BERNICE (BURES) STOLARSKI		  11/17/2023		  84
43	 GANADO		  REGINA (HOLTZ) KASPAR			   11/10/2023		  98
45	 TOURS		  WILLIE (KLIMITCHEK) PODSEDNIK	 11/4/2023		  94
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ELIZABETH (KURESKA) PATTERSON	 11/27/2023		  86
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 NELLIE (ZAPALAC) HURT			   11/30/2023		  93
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 BERNICE (BRUEGGING) MARTINI		  12/20/2023		  81
49	 NEEDVILLE		  CAROL (KALUZA) ZAHRADNIK		  11/4/2023		  71
59	 FORT WORTH	 DOROTHY (HANZELKA) HOLACKA	 11/23/2023		  91
72	 EL CAMPO		  ROXANN (MARCAURELE) SMITH		  10/14/2023		  68
72	 EL CAMPO		  LIBERTY (CHOMOUT) POLLARD		  10/4/2023		  97
72	 EL CAMPO		  THERESA LORENE STANLEY		  12/25/2023		  64
72	 EL CAMPO		  MARCELLA (BERCAK) MILEY		  10/13/2023		  99
72	 EL CAMPO		  JO ANN (BALCAR) HLAVATY		  1/8/2024		  80
72	 EL CAMPO		  DELORES (BERCAK) WASEK			  10/23/2023		  82
93	 AUSTIN		  MICHAEL ALFRED BARTLETT		  11/9/2023		  89
99	 BAYTOWN		  JANIE (HEINTSCHEL) NEWSOM		  12/5/2023		  85
101	 VICTORIA		  ANTOINETTE (ROZSYPAL) KIRKSEY	 12/19/2020		  63
104	 ABBOTT		  MARILYN PATRICIA MARAK		  1/2/2024		  83
104	 ABBOTT		  HELEN (SMAJSTRLA) SUSTALA		  1/8/2024		  90
108	 DALLAS		  JILL (HENRY) DODGE			   1/31/2023		  57
108	 DALLAS		  GERALDINE (PAVLICHEK) ZALKOVSKY	 10/25/2023		  82
111	 EDNA			   ALBERT ANDEL				    2/1/2024	             100
118	 TAFT			   FRANCES (ZDANSKY) KRUPALA		  8/17/2020		  89
130	 GEORGETOWN	 PEDRO RODRIGUEZ SR			   12/1/2023		  84
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