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Mylah Soto is a new member of Society No. 46 Cor-
pus Christi. She is the daughter of Emily and Jona-
than Soto. Mylah is the great-granddaughter of the 
late Rosie Olsovsky of Society No. 101 Victoria.

Amara Oceana Cabrera is a new member of Society 
No. 16 Ennis. She is the daughter of Matthew Cabre-
ra and Yohanna Pryor, the granddaughter of Aman-
da and John Cabrera, and the great-granddaughter 
of Donald and Lorane Marusak.

Cash Walker is a new member of Society No. 16 En-
nis. He is the son of Hardy and Peggy Walker, and 
the grandson of Patti and the late Jimmy Walker.

Jodi Greener is a new member of Society No. 16 En-
nis. She is the daughter of Kara and the late Gary 
Greener, and the granddaughter of Patti and the late 
Jimmy Walker.

Sutton M. Cox is a new member of Society No. 45 
Tours. She is the daughter of Harli Miller and Wil-
liam Cox, the granddaughter of James and the late 
Susan Miller, and Byron and Cindy Cox, and the 
great-granddaughter of Albert Miller.

Nash Gerik is a new member of Society No. 10 Fay-
etteville. He is the son of Rebecca and Tyler Gerik, 
the grandson of Shannon and Thomas Gerik, and 
the great-grandson of Rose Rohde and Clara Gerik.
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Celebrate the Feast Day of the 
Holy Family on December 31, 2023

Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, 

and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues 

and stand united by the strength of Your love 
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. 

Amen.

KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day. Some suggestions for celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Family are participating in Sunday Mass together as a family, 
pray the rosary as a family, call your parents and siblings on this special day, 
pray for the deceased members of your family, or volunteer as a family to assist 
in your parish or community.

Contributions: Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak

Novena to the Holy Family
Novena Prayer

  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of loving Holy 
Church as I should, above every earthly thing, and of ever showing my love by 
deeds.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of openly professing 
as I should, with courage and without human respect, the faith that I received 
as your gift in holy Baptism.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of sharing as I 
should in the defense and propagation of the Faith when duty calls, whether by 
word or by the sacrifice of my possessions and my life.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of loving my fam-
ily and others in mutual charity as I should, and establish us in perfect harmony 
of thought, will, and action, under the rule and guidance of the shepherds of the 
Church.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of conforming my 
life fully as I should to the commandments of God’s law and those of His Holy 
Church, so as to live always in that charity which they set forth.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I ask in particular this special favor: 
(Mention your favor).

Dedication of One’s Family
  Most loving Jesus, by Your sublime and beautiful virtues of humility, obedi-
ence, poverty, modesty, charity, patience, and gentleness, You blessed with 
peace and happiness the family which You chose on earth. In Your mercy look 
upon my family. We belong to You, for we have received Your many blessings 
over many years and we entrust ourselves to Your loving care.
  Look upon my family in Your loving kindness, preserve us from danger, give 
us help in time of need, and grant us the grace to persevere to the end in imita-
tion of Your holy Family, so that having revered You and loved You faithfully 
on earth, we may praise You eternally in heaven.
  Mary, dearest Mother, to your intercession we have recourse, knowing that 
your Divine Son will hear your prayers. Glorious patriarch, Saint Joseph, help 
us by your powerful prayers and offer our prayers to Jesus through Mary’s 
hands. Amen.

Prayer
  Lord Jesus Christ, being subject to Mary and Joseph, You sanctified family life 
by Your beautiful virtues. Grant that we, with the help of Mary and Joseph, may 
be taught by the example of Your holy Family, and may after death enjoy its 
everlasting companionship.
  Lord Jesus, help us ever to follow the example of Your holy Family, that in the 
hour of our death Your glorious Virgin Mother together with Saint Joseph may 
come to meet us, and we may be worthy to be received by You into the everlast-
ing joys of heaven. You live and reign forever. Amen.

credit: www.etwn.com
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Elroy James Wick passed away on December 
12, 2023 with his family at his side. He was born 
July 30, 1944 in Weimar, Texas, to Rudolf and 
Christina Kainer Wick. Growing up, he worked 
on the farm with his parents and many siblings, 
attended St. Michael School in Weimar, Texas 
and later Bishop Forest High School in Schulen-
burg, Texas. He was a lifelong parishioner of St. 
Michael Catholic Church. 

He married his wife, Anne Pokluda Wick of 42 years, on June 20, 1981, at As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Praha, Texas. They 
went on to have 2 children, Christopher Wick of Weimar, Texas and Catherine 
Wick Sylvester of Buda, Texas, and 5 Grandchildren.

Elroy worked as a Meat Processor for Kaspers Meat Market and Processing in 
Weimar, Texas for over 50 years. In his free time, Elroy enjoyed spending time 
with his family, going to dances, attending his grand children’s events, or just 
sitting around the table talking and having a good beer. Elroy also had a passion 
for collecting and working on his and his son, Chris’s, many John Deere Trac-
tors, as well as working with his cows.

Elroy is survived by his wife, Anne Wick; son, Christopher and Sara Wick, 
daughter, Catherine and Trey Sylvester; grandchildren, Matthew, Lily, Hadley, 
Charlotte, and Annalynn; sisters, Lorene and Eugene Schramek, and Delrose 
Dixon; sisters-in-law, Grace and Betty Wick; brother-in-law, Donald Berger; as 
well as numerous nieces, nephews, and other extended family.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Rudolf and Christina Kainer Wick; 
siblings, Wilfred Wick, Evelyn and Vernon Mikolajczyk, Gladys Berger, Alvin 
Wick, and Clarence Wick; brother-in-law, Richard Dixon.

Elroy was a member of KJZT Society No. 4 Praha.

Memorial contributions may be made to St. Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church or School.

Elroy James Wick
July 30, 1944 - December 12, 2023

Elsie J. Marak entered the Kingdom of Heav-
en on June 22, 2023. She was born September 
19, 1945 in Pensacola, Florida. Elsie graduated 
from St. John High School. She spent her 35-
year career as an assistant at Rauscher Pierce 
Brokerage Firm, and served as Vice President 
and President of KJZT Society #16 Ennis. On 
May 13, 1967 Elsie married her beloved hus-
band Raymond E. Marak Sr. The couple shared 
three children – Pamela, Renee, and Ray Jr – 

seven grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and 54 love filled years together.

Elsie was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. When 
her children were young, she sold encyclopedias and tupperware to ensure they 
could enjoy school programs, supporting Pam in band, and Renee and Ray in 
4H and FFA. Always smiling, she was quick to help others and happy to do it. 
She loved to be surrounded by people – at weddings, KJZT functions, or on 
vacations with family and friends. Elsie enjoyed going on cruises and attending 
music concerts and had quite the collection of angels and bells. Elsie loved cel-
ebrations and looked forward to attending Ennis Polka Festival, St. John’s Ba-
zaar, West Fest and weddings. She enjoyed Czech music, Elvis Presley, Kenny 
Rogers, and Barry Manilow. She could often be found watching Family Feud, 
Wheel of Fortune, Steve Harvey, The Andy Giffith Show, Matlock, I Love Lucy 
and Dick Van Dyke. A Believer, Elsie was a long-time member of St. John 
Nepomucene Catholic Church and the Catholic Daughters of America.

She is preceded in death by her loving husband of 54 years, Raymond E. Marak 
Sr.; parents Tom Slama Jr. and Elsie (Slovak) Slama; brother Tommy Slama; 
and niece Tammy LaScala Koch.

Elsie is survived by her three children Pamela Marie (Marak) Maliska and hus-
band John A Maliska, Renee Deanne (Marak) Lambeth and husband Douglas 
E. Lambeth; and Raymond Edward Marak Jr.; seven grandchildren Chase Ma-
liska, Dawson Maliska and wife Alexandria, Eason Maliska, Breanna Ballard 
and husband Chris, Brandi Lambeth, Corbin Marak, and Gavin Marak; great-
grandchildren Bryleigh Ballard, Zaiten Ballard, Cynthia Ballard and Jaxxon 
Maliska; sister Georgia LaScala; sister-in-law Jeanette Slama; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Elsie Jane (Slama) Marak
September 19, 1945 - June 22, 2023 “In Memoriam”
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	          AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  ALICE (MACIEL) NUNEZ			   10/4/2023		  87
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 SHARON (GRUBERT) GRAHMANN		  10/8/2023		  79
4	 PRAHA		  LEONA (PILAT) HERZIK			   9/15/2023		  97
5	 SHINER		  MARIE (PETRU) CAKA			   12/31/2022		  91
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 LORETTA (ORSAK) NAUMANN		  10/7/2023		  90
11	 WEST			   LILLIAN (BEZDEK) URBANOVSKY		  9/17/2023		  93
11	 WEST			   JOSEPHINE (MYNAR) SMITH			  10/7/0233		  86
16	 ENNIS			   JOHN HENRY PARMA				   9/28/2023		  75
16	 ENNIS			   ELSIE (SLAMA) MARAK			   6/22/2023		  77
18	 GRANGER		  JEANETTE (KUBICEK) SHAFFER		  9/14/2023		  82
18	 GRANGER		  GEORGIA (ZRUBEK) JAROSEK		  9/10/2023		  95
18	 GRANGER		  LINDA (PAVLASEK) GRIGSBY		  7/15/2022		  69
18	 GRANGER		  DIANA (KADERKA) VRANA			   9/29/2023		  76
21	 MARAK		  VLASTA AMALIA REED			   1/28/2023		  98
22	 WALLIS		  SOPHIA (PETRASH) KVETON			  10/4/2023		  87
22	 WALLIS		  ERIN (BRIGGS) KULHANEK			   9/2/2023		  59
22	 WALLIS		  JANICE (DUSEK) BARTOS			   10/17/2023		  73
24	 AMMANNSVILLE	 MARGARET (MITCHON) WINKLER		  10/18/2018		  75
28	 FRENSTAT		  MARCELLA (POLANSKY) FRANZETTI	 9/26/2023		  76
34	 HOBSON		  MARTHA (HONS) FEY				   11/12/2023		  100
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 JOSEPHINE BLAND				    8/16/2023		  84
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 EVELYN (JIRAL) MEUTH			   9/27/2023		  90
42	 SEALY			  EVELYN (MOKRY) STOWERS		  8/21/2023		  95
45	 TOURS			  MARY (PODSEDNIK) KLAUS			  6/18/2018		  91
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARY (NETEK) HUNT			   8/10/2023		  86
47	 INDUSTRY		  JOYCE (KRENEK) SUSEN			   10/14/2023		  91
49	 NEEDVILLE		  DOROTHY (HRUZEK) SCHULTE		  1/30/2022		  90
49	 NEEDVILLE		  DOROTHY IRENE BUSH			   10/18/2023		  92
53	 WEID			   DELORES (PESEK) SIMONEAUX		  8/10/2021		  79
70	 KARNES CITY		 CAROLYN (BORDOVSKY) POOSER		  11/12/2023		  83
72	 EL CAMPO		  GEORGIA (ZAMAZAL) HLAVATY		  11/25/2023		  89
77	 ROSENBERG		  DOROTHY (PESNE) FIKAC			   10/17/2023		  85
85	 DAMON		  LINDA (FOYTIK) FLETCHER			   10/10/2023		  70
85	 DAMON		  ANNETTE (SVOBODA) ELSTER		  10/7/2023		  61
99	 BAYTOWN		  THERESA MARIE SIVEK			   1/28/2022		  55
101	 VICTORIA		  MICHAEL WAYNE JORDAN			   10/8/2023		  69
104	 ABBOTT		  ANNIE (POLANSKY) MACH			   9/27/2023		  80
104	 ABBOTT		  MARGARET (MURPHY MINCHIN		  11/9/2023		  80
115	 FREEPORT		  WILLE MAE (RYCHLIK) CHAFFIN		  9/10/2023		  88
115	 FREEPORT		  PEGGY ANN RUSSELL			   7/29/2023		  67
124	 TEXAS CITY		  SARAH (RYAN) EVERLING			   8/21/2023		  90
126	 PALACIOS		  MARILYN (PESAK) LESTER			   9/12/2023		  65




