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On Sunday, June 25th, 96 Juniors and 37 adults, checked in at 3 p.m. for Camp Guardian Angel which was held at Camp 
Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Camp was filled with many spiritual and fun activities which included Daily Holy Mass, Flag 
Raising and prayers led by a different society each day. The campers participated in camp activities which included High 
& Low Ropes, Swimming, Canoeing, Pond Swim, Hayride and campfire with Smores, Shooting Sports, Camp games, and 
enjoyed playing Basketball at the Pavilion. Besides these normal activities the campers enjoyed making 4 different crafts: 
Coasters – with the help of Dana Sherill, Canvas Painting – with Elizabeth Pritchard-Jones, Bookmark with Candace Ko-
curek and Leather works provided by Camp Kubena. Face Painting was also available for the campers who were interested.
  Cary and Gary Hackler presented a program which was a Cowboy Extravaganza in which they talked and demonstrated 
the life of an American Cowboy. They also brought along a Horse and Mule for the campers to enjoy and take pictures with.
  Once again, Czech Night was a blast. The campers enjoyed dancing to the music of the Ennis Czech Boys who did a 
wonderful job of keeping the campers entertained. It began with a Grand March led by Brian and Denise Leist from Shiner. 
The traditional Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup, along with other snacks were served throughout the evening. The raffle 
drawing was also held during intermission in which Palacios assisted in the drawing.
  An online Czech Lesson was presented by Thadious Polasek of Blinn College, Schulenburg, Texas, in which he taught 
the campers how to say the Hail Mary prayer in Czech language. During the 4 days stay at camp the campers were very 
privileged to be able to attend daily Masses which were celebrated by our State Chaplain, Fr. Jared Cook.  Thank you to our 
spiritual music leaders, Bruce & Virgina Hromadka, and Karen Carroll of Weimar, State Director Betty Vacek of Taft and 
Melissa and Matthew Brown from the Palacios Society No. 126 for providing the beautiful camp music.

Camp Guardian Angel 2023Camp Guardian Angel 2023
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As we near the end of summer and gear up for a new school year, I want to
thank everyone who joined us in our summer activities. We had a very suc-
cessful KJZT Family Fun Day, Summer Camp Guardian Angel and District 
Socials. I look forward to the remaining District Socials and visiting with all 
our wonderful members. 

If you have not already, please encourage your family members to partici-
pate in your local society. This is a wonderful organization that has remained 
strong for 129 years, because of the hard work and dedication of our mothers 
and grandmothers.

Please see the Calendar of Events on page 4 of this Journal that includes some of the Czech events that we will 
be attending this Fall. We would love to see you there.

Our Fraternal Field Managers have been working hard with our agents this summer with a training class and 
zoom meetings to give our members the best service possible. Please give us a call to review your existing life 
insurance and annuity certificates. If you or anyone you know is interested or can benefit from anything we 
offer at KJZT Family Life, please let us know, and we will have a dedicated agent get in touch with you. 

I would like to wish all our junior members and college students a great and successful school year.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO

KJZT FAMILY LIFE 
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Joy Kovar
8075 Bohuslav Rd.
La Grange, TX 78945
(979) 966-2932

Stephanie Matous
1957 Silver Falls Dr.
Burleson, TX 76028
(214) 263-0720

Edith Strieder
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  On Sunday, July 30th, KJZT Family Life members 
and friends from Alice, Corpus Christi, Taft, and Vic-
toria journeyed together to cheer on the Houston As-
tros at Minute Maid Park in Houston. 

State Director Betty Vacek hosted the tour along with 
Rockport Tours of Corpus Christi. The travelers en-
joyed snacks, drinks, and t-shirts that were provided 
by KJZT Family Life. Even though the Astros lost, 
everyone had a fantastic time!  
 
Old friends reconnected, and new friends were made 
thanks to KJZT Family Life! A special thanks goes to 
the support of our wonderful Fraternal! If any mem-
bers are interested in a trip or have ideas for a special 
gathering, please let your State Director know. Their 
contact information is always on page 2 of each Jour-
nal and on the KJZT website.

We love our members, and want our Fraternal to grow. 
A big thanks goes out to Barbara Parkan, a member 
of the Victoria Society, for helping spread the word 
about the bus tour. We’ll see you all next time.

Members and Friends Attend Astros Game
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

The Ultimate Treasure That Lasts
KJZT Family Life JournalJuly/August 2023

KJZT brothers and sisters, I pray that you are all staying happy, healthy and holy as we continue to fly through this 
unbearably HOT Texas summer - so I also pray you are all staying cool. As I personally continue to stay very busy 
during these summer months, it’s always a welcomed moment in my day to slow down for an easy half-hour to cel-
ebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and I must say, the daily readings lately have been quite noteworthy. I’m sure 
that I don’t need to tell any of you that one of the perks of being a regular or semi-regular daily Mass-goer is that the 
gospels and readings tend to repeat themselves at times and I fully believe that there is a method to Mother Church’s 
madness (if I may say so). At the very least, it gives us an opportunity for things to really sink in and let’s be honest, 
how do we best learn and retain things – repetition, right? Well the past several days, including one of our more recent 
Sunday’s, we have witnessed some repeat Gospel passages that were communicated through some very important 
parables. Parables, if we recall, speak to a specific truth by pricking and prodding the mind and then if actively en-
gaged, they have the ability to probe the heart as well – THAT is the ultimate goal. If we harken back a little further to 
previous weeks, you’ll also remember that we hovered around the parable of the sower and the seed, which of course 
helps us understand that the condition of the various soils, that Jesus spoke about in that particular parable, relates 

directly to the condition of our own human hearts. If we think of the heart as a garden, we must honestly ask ourselves, in what state do we find the garden of our 
heart? Are our hearts deep and fertile and ready to receive the seeds that God offers us OR are our hearts hardened and rocky or even choked by the thorns of the 
world – so much so, that those seeds don’t even stand a chance? You see, parables take tangible, seeable, touchable, YET limited realities and through analogy, use 
them to explain the limitless realities of God. It’s actually quite beautiful and effective.
  Now, in these most recent gospels, Jesus tackles, by way of parables, one of the greatest realties of all, namely: The Kingdom of Heaven. Now, just in case some-
one doesn’t get the first parable offered, Jesus offers three — The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure in a field, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a pearl of great 
price, and the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net thrown into the sea. 
  Now brothers and sisters, when Jesus says something like this – especially a directive like “the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure, a pearl of great price” – 
we ought to sit up and pay close attention! NOTE — He doesn’t say the kingdom of “Earth” is like a buried treasure, he doesn’t say that the world and the riches 
around you are like that pearl of great price — that new car, that million dollar home, that luxury cruise, even that promotion that you have shed blood, sweat, tears, 
and maybe a bit of your soul for — none of that compares to the real, true, bonafide treasure that actually lasts, The KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; which biblically 
translates less to a place and more towards the one who reigns in that Kingdom — Jesus Christ Himself!
  Brothers and sisters, please hear me when I say…CHRIST…is…that…treasure! Period. So I implore you to examine your conscience and your priorities and dare 
I say, your values in life. Be honest, which treasure is truly at the top of your list…right now, at this very moment?
  It’s amazing to me how hard we work for worldly treasures. The time, the effort, the blood, sweat and tears, perhaps the swindling and the backstabbing, the stress 
– ALL for something that eventually fades into oblivion, but when it comes to that REAL treasure of great price – Jesus himself, much less a relationship with 
Him – we tend to get a little stingy! “What do you mean Sunday Mass went over an hour?” “I have to go to HOW MANY classes to get married in the church?” 
“My child goes to catholic school, does she really need CCD too?” “But honey, the game’s on!” “Ya know, I’m just too swamped at work!” “My son had a soccer 
game this Sunday, we couldn’t make it to Mass.” Need I say more?
  Brothers and sisters, the thorns and the distractions of the world and its modern, relativistic ways, create nothing more than anxieties, jealousy, envy, gluttony, 
deceitfulness, anger, sloth, the best of excuses, sadness, apathy…the list goes on! While I’m at it, here’s one more for us — the thorns of the world create SELF-
CENTEREDNESS! Yikes! Let’s face it, this is a condition that many, if not most of us, struggle with from time-to-time and when we fall into that and focus pri-
marily on self, the sad reality is, that then leaves very little room for Christ. Perhaps we are the ones who bury that real treasure, more often than not.
  It is essential for us, that if we are to allow for fertile soil in our hearts to grow a bountiful harvest, we must keep our eyes fixed on that true prize. We must focus 
far less on self and much more on Christ. We must become more (here’s your buzzword for the month) “CHRISTOCENTRIC” – CHRIST CENTERED, in our 
day to day. If we do this, if we get to work on balancing our lives more around Christ, then in time, that treasure in the field will surely be found, that pearl of great 
price will be within our grasp, and that fishing net to end ALL fishing nets, will be there for us to clench in our hands! Brothers and sisters - I don’t know about 
you, but I desire a treasure that brings ultimate fulfillment, a treasure that lasts for all eternity. That treasure exists and that treasure has a name - JESUS! Jesus, 
truly…marks the spot! 

In Christ Jesus, Fr. Jared

(USPS 585-060)
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Calendar of Events
August 27
Saints Cyril & Methodius Parish in Cistern, Texas is having the annual Home-
coming Picnic on Sunday, August 27. Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. A 
meal of Fried Chicken and V & V Sausage with all the trimmings will be served 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Adult plates $14 and Child plates $7. Live auction, live 
music featuring the Czechaholics, water slide, balloon artist, magic show, cake 
& plant spin, bingo and karaoke. Hamburgers and sausage wraps from 1:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. Something for everyone! 

September 4
The State Office will be closed in observance of Labor Day.

September 10
Happy Grandparents Day! Lord God almighty, bless our grandparents with long 
life, happiness, and health. May they remain constant in your love and be living 
signs of your presence to their children and grandchildren. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

September 10
The Annual Homecoming Picnic will be held in Marak at SS Cyril and Metho-
dius Church (7 miles NW of Cameron, FM Rd 2269). Mass will be at 10:15 a.m. 
Plates will be served at 11 a.m. Meal tickets $15 each. Games begin at 11:30 
a.m. Entertainment by Praha Brothers from 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. at the Vrazel 
Polka Band Memorial Pavilion. There will be a raffle drawing, and an auction 
at 2:30 p.m. inside the air-conditioned hall. Entertainment for the entire family!

September 17
Society No. 15 Corn Hill will be sponsoring the Kolache Booth at the Holy Trin-
ity Church Bazaar. The full day of good food, fun and fellowship will be held at 
the Holy Trinity Parish Activity Center.

September 24
Celebrate Slavic Heritage in Houston, TX! The 2023 Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
Slavic Heritage Festival will be held from 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. at the Northside Co-
lumbus Hall at 607 E. Whitney Drive, Houston, TX 77022 (formerly KC Hall). 
Admission is $5. Free for kids under 5.

October 1
San Antonio Area Members: Save the Date! We will be hosting a District IV 
Social with Mass to be celebrated by ArchBishop Gary W. Janak. This will be 
for members of KJZT and their guests from the San Antonio area. We will be 
discussing future society activity and awarding pin recipients. A meal will also 
be served. Location is Panna Maria School on County Road 382 in Panna Maria, 
TX 78144. More information to be mailed to District IV members. If you are a 
member of KJZT Societies No. 34 Hobson, 38 San Antonio, 40 Poth, 70 Karnes 
City, 75 Jourdanton, or 116 San Antonio: Make sure to come join us!

October 1
KJZT Family Life Journal deadline for the September/October issue. Please 
email your photos and articles to info@kjzt.org or you can mail them to the 
State Office at KJZT Family Life, Attn: Catherine Sylvester - Editor, PO Box 
18896, Austin, TX 78760.

October 15
Society No. 72 El Campo is celebrating their 100th Anniversary! The gather-
ing will be held at St. Phillip’s Catholic Church Hall at 304 W Church St. in 
El Campo. Registration at 11:30 a.m. with a Meal at 12 noon. All members are 
welcome!

October 15
Czech & Slovak Heritage Day at Sokol Dallas 12 p.m. - 6 p.m, 7448 Greenville 
Ave., Dallas, Texas 75231. Music, food, vendors, raffle, silent auction and jump 
house. Admission is $10 per person. Ages 16 and under free. Live Music By: 
Czech and Then Some, Dallas Czech Orchestra, Laddie Gajdica Jam Session. 
Wear Kroj. Bring instruments for the jam session. There will be a Czech Christ-
mas store, childrens activities and an ice cream truck. For more information, 
contact Bob Podhrasky at eventinfo@sokoldallas.org. Presented by the Ameri-
can Czech Culture Society and its Member Societies, Sokol Dallas, Betterlife, 
SPJST, KJT, KJZT, RVOS and VH Czech School, Slovak Consulate.

October 20-21
The Heritage Fest & Muziky will be held at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cul-
tural Center in La Grange. Friday 20th: Octoberfest on the Deck 4-10P, Chicken 
& Dumplins serving at 5:30P, Dujka Brothers Band 6-9:30P; Saturday 21st: Ho-
spoda Entertainment – Jodie Mikula Orchestra, Car Show • Antique Farm Show 
• Demonstrations • Children’s Activities • Food, Drinks, & More!! Amphithe-
ater – The Legends Series: Bob Wills 55th Anniversary Tour Show 7-9:30P 
Fireworks Finale 9:30P

FALL 2023 - LEARN CZECH LIVE ONLINE!
You can attend live, online classes through the Blinn College-Schulenburg Campus.
▪ Beginning Czech I (CZEC 1471) - Mon thru Thurs 7:45 a.m. to 8:50 a.m*
August 23 - December 13
▪ Intermediate Czech I (CZEC 2371) - Mon thru Thurs 8:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.*
August 23 - December 13
▪ Conversational Czech Advanced (CENA 1000) - Tuesdays 7 - 8:45 p.m.
September 12 - November 7 (This is a non-credit course, textbook req. - $79)
▪ Czech dual credit for high school students - Contact Becky Garlick for info: 
bgarlick@blinn.edu or 979-743-5222
*View class recordings at any time. Credit and non-credit options available, 
textbook required. Scholarship funding available for credit students.
To register for non-credit courses, please call 979-743-5237. For credit course 
information, please call 979-743-5200. www.blinn.edu/czech
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Looking for Agents
  Join our team and receive professional training and support with 
no prior experience necessary. We offer Whole Life, Term, and 
Senior Life Insurance, Annuities and IRA’s to our members. Help us 
encourage others to become a part of our Family! 
  For more information, call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 or 
email sales@kjzt.org

KJZT Family Life JournalJuly/August 2023

In this issue, we would like to show you that our insurance products are af-
fordable and can serve you and your loved ones. We will provide two simple 
examples, and we invite you to contact one of us, or the State Office to help 
you get the insurance that will provide for your specific needs. Remember, we 
have three types of insurance:  Whole Life, Term Life, and Senior Life. These 
examples will be describing our Whole Life policy.

Example 1: John, a 35 year-old man, has a job that provides a term life policy as 
long as he works for that company. He wants to have insurance that will cover 
his life no matter if he is working or not.  He does not use tobacco products.  
His monthly payment options are*:
	 ●  Whole Life-$25.35
	 ●  15-Pay Whole Life-$45.04
	 ●  20-Pay Whole Life-$36.77
	 ●  Paid-Up at 65 Whole Life-$29.58

Example 2: Mary, a 49 year-old woman, plans to work for another 15-20 years, 
but only has a small policy her parents bought for her as a child.  She knows it 
is not enough to pay for funeral costs, and she expects to live for years after her 
retirement. She is not a tobacco products user.
Her monthly payment options are*:
	 ●  Whole Life-$36.40
	 ●  15-Pay Whole Life-$62.21
	 ●  20-Pay Whole Life-$50.31
	 ●  Paid-Up at 65 Whole Life-$60.12

Insurance is Affordable
By Joan Johnson and Deborah Kaspar, Fraternal Field Managers

Not only will they get permanent insurance that is gaining cash value, all of 
KJZT Family Life policies include an Accelerated Death Terminal Illness Rider 
at NO additional cost. Another rider at no additional cost for policies of at least 
$25,000 Face Value is a Charitable Benefit Rider. There are additional riders 
that can be added to these policies that would add to the premium costs. Please 
contact us for more information and to help you meet your specific Life Insur-
ance needs. We have agents ready to assist you.

Deborah Kaspar dkaspar@kjzt.org       Joan Johnson jjohnson@kjzt.org 

*The rates listed are standard rates for non-tobacco users. Some medical con-
ditions, health history, or lifestyle choices can affect rating and therefore the 
premium costs.
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Camp Guardian Angel 2023Camp Guardian Angel 2023
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Camp Guardian Angel was held about a month 
ago at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. It went 
by very quickly and despite of the heat it turned 
out to be very successful. So, plans are already in 
the making for next year’s camp. There have been 
some inquiries about the date, but it has not yet 
been set. As soon as it becomes available, I will 
let everyone know.
  If anyone would be interested in donating an 
item for the Junior Division Raffle, please let me 

know. This is a fundraiser for the Juniors to use to help defray their cost of 
camp. Donations are needed and will be greatly appreciated. 
  There are a few District Socials that have not yet been held. Please check and 
see if it is your district social and please try to make plans to attend the one in 
your area. Looking forward to seeing all of you Juniors there. The district so-
cials that have been held were very successful and I enjoyed seeing a lot of the 
junior members and their families. Thank you to all the Juniors and everyone for 
their participation in the district activities. You all were great.
  Please let me know if a society without a Junior Division would like to start 
one, I will be happy to get you started.
  May the Good Lord take care of us and have a good year back at school.  
  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Pray for us.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Junior Division Raffle Winners
Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to everyone who 

helped the Juniors by purchasing a ticket!
1. $500 Visa Gift Card – State Directors & Officers
	 Candy Russell – Sold by R. Colson, Wallis Society No. 22
2. $100 Visa Gift Card – State Directors & Officers
	 Joan Johnson, Ennis - Sold by Catelyn Minear, Ennis Society No. 16
3. $100 H.E.B. Gift Card – Granger Society No. 18
	 Elaine McGuckin, Round Rock, Texas – Sold by Austin Society No. 93
4. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Taft Society No. 118
	 Ron Kaska – Sold by Abbott Society No. 104
5. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Marak Jr. Society No. 21
	 Dianna Cline, Ennis – Sold by Rhodes, Ennis Society No. 16 
6. $100 Walmart Gift Card – Wallis Society No. 22
	 Chelcee Moore, Ennis – Sold by Zoee Juricek, Ennis Society No. 16
7. $50 H.E.B. Gift Card – Shiner Society No. 5
	 Fred Kemper - Sold by Hannah Crawford, Taft Society No. 118
8. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Palacios No. 126
	 Marlene Irvin, Shiner – Sold by Jack Leonard, Moulton Society No. 14
9. $50 Visa Gift Card – Smithville Society No. 69
	 Coy McDonald – Sold by Addison Smith, Palacios Society No. 126
10. $50 Visa Gift Card – Freeport Society No. 115
	 Mary Jo Rebecek, Schulenburg, Texas – Sold by Praha Society No. 4
11. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Damon Society No. 85
	 Adela & John Wadephul – Sold by Stephaniah Phillips, Wallis Society No. 22
12. $50 Visa Gift Card – West Society No. 11
	 Ricky Jessup – Sold by Ella Vrana, Society No. 16
13. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Moulton Society No. 14
	 Norma J. Juricek, Ennis – Sold by Zoee Juricek, Ennis Society No. 16
14. $50 Amazon Gift Card – Needville Society No. 49
	 Cynthia Heinsohn – Sold by Cameron Mikula, Ennis Society No. 16
15. $50 Visa Gift Card – Anne Wick, State Junior Coordinator
	 Tucker Littleton – Sold by Matous, Ennis Society No. 16
16. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Ennis Society No. 16
	 James Marech – Sold by Stephaniah Phillips, Wallis Society No. 22
17. $50 Walmart Gift Card – Sweet Home Society No. 12
	 Eugena Sinkule - Sold by Abbott Society No. 104
18. $50 H.E.B. Gift Card - Hostyn Society No. 23
	 Mitchell Parks - Sold by Rebecca Colson, Wallis Society No. 22
19. $40 Walmart Gift Card – Praha Society No. 4
	 Elizabeth Przyborski – Sold by Industry Society No. 47
20. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Sweet Home Jr. Society No. 12
	 The Family Zoo, Damon – Sold by Alex Adams, Damon Society No. 85
21. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Abbott Society No. 104
	 Jean Disher, Hubbard, Texas – Sold by Isaiah Locke, West Soc. No. 11
22. $25 Walmart Gift Card – Richwood Society No. 147
	 KJZT #11 West, Texas – Sold by West No. 11 Juniors
23. “Sharing Our Best” Cookbook ($15) – State Office
	 Donna Beyer – Sold by Matous, Ennis Society No. 16

Zdrávas, Maria, milosti plná,
Pán s tebou;

požehnaná ty mezi ženami
a požehnaný plod
života tvého, Ježíš.

Svatá, Maria,
Matko Boží,

pros za nás hříšné
nyní i v hodinu smrti naší. Amen.
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Observing Flag DayObserving Flag Day
31 La Grange
Mayor Jan Dockery

Pictured (L to R seated) are President Elizabeth Kallus, La Grange
Mayor Jan Dockery, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann. Pictured (L 
to R standing) are Doris Lidiak, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Barbara 
Brauner, Vice President/State Director Joy Kovar, Rose Recek, 
and Pat Wagner.

23 Hostyn
Judge Dan Mueller

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janda, Judge Dan Mueller, and Lillian 
Kallus.

11 West
Former Mayor Pro-Tem Steve Vanek

Former Mayor Pro Tem Steve Vanek joined the members in sign-
ing a Proclamation for National Flag Day. National Flag Day is 
celebrated on June 14th.

2 Hallettsville, 3 St. Mary’s, 
and 44 Moravia
County Judge Keith Mudd

Pictured (L to R) are Karen Bludau, Ruth Rouse, Jennifer Janik, 
Doris Janak and Dorothy Schneider (all of St. Mary’s), Judge 
Mudd (seated), Leo Henke, Dorothy Henke, and Dolores Janak 
(all of Moravia), Laken Drozd, Renee Hardt, Mary Ann Pavliska, 
Mary Ann Janca, and Debra Berger (all of Hallettsville).

5 Shiner and 53 Wied
Mayor Fred Hilscher 

Pictured (L to R) are Rita Kurtz, Mary Ann Stock, Mayor of Shiner 
Fred Hilscher, and Nancy Hodges. Pictured standing are Monica 
Peters, Helen Janak, Anita Grabarkievtz.

41 Ellinger
Mayor Matt Mikulenka

Pictured in front are B Cook, Mildred Walla, Mayor Matt Miku-
lenka, and Mary Vrazel. Pictured in back are Joyce Gerik, Doris 
Hechler, and Donna Shula.

1 Yoakum and 37 Hochheim
Mayor Karl O’Neill

Pictured (L to R in front) are Helen Manning, Tracy Gearson, May-
or O’Neill, Roberta Wenzel, and Charlene Stehle. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Judy Balzer, Janet Zabransky, Joyce Word, Thomas 
Wenzel, and Rose Mary Havlik.

115 Freeport
Mayor Gerald Roznovsky

Pictured are Janet Gipson, State Director Kathy Wishert, Betty 
Bartos, Veronica Bohuslav, Mayor Gerald Roznovsky, Lucille Dra-
bek, Geradette Martin and Cynthia Grandjean.

101 Victoria
Commissioner Kenneth Sexton

Pictured (L to R) are Irene Brosch, Commissioner Kenneth Sex-
ton, and Carolyn Nevlud.
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21 Marak
Mayor Bill Harris

Pictured from left are Irene Kalfus, Debbie Dohnalik, Patsy 
Gaines, Mayor Harris, Judy Vaculin, Debbie Vansa, and Lindsey 
Vaculin.

65 Holman
Judge Dan Mueller

Pictured (L to R sitting) are State Director Joy Kovar, Society 
President Janie Neiser, Fayette County Judge Dan Mueller, and 
members Paisley Guentert and Harper Guentert. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Secretary Ann Marie Dobecka, Vice President Lori 
Leer, Treasurer Linda Besetzny, member Rachel Guentert holding 
Danielle Neiser, and member Dawsyn Guentert.

4 Praha, 20 Cistern, and 83 Flatonia
Commissioner Harvey Berckenhoff

Pictured seated is Commissioner Harvey Berckenhoff. Pictured 
(L to R standing) is Society Officer of 83 Flatonia -  Ann Bratton, 
Society Officers of 4 Praha - Pat Masek, Georgia Cerny, and Phyl-
lis Teykl; and Society Officers of 20 Cistern - Winifred Vinklarek 
and Grace Vinklarek.

30 East Bernard
Mayor Marvin Holub

Pictured (L to R) are Society Treasurer Donna Vacek, Mayor Mar-
vin Holub, and Society Secretary Julia Kubes.

104 Abbott Juniors
Mayor Anthony Pustejovsky

Pictured (L to R seated) are Will Gerik, Paxton Pustejovsky, May-
or Anthony Pustejovsky, Juliet Lucas, Bryson Murphy, and Ryan 
Pustejovsky. Pictured standing are David DeBenedictis, Grayson 
Pustejovsky, Molly Lucas, Mabry Sustala, Addison Pustejovsky, 
Izzy Haferkamp, and Madison Lucas.

69 Smithville
Mayor Sharon Foerster, City Manager Robert Tamble

Pictured (L to R in front) are Smithville City Manager Robert Tam-
ble, Smithville Mayor Sharon Foerster, and Katherine Karisch. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are Betty Blaha, State Director Joy Kovar, 
Carmen Hoskins, and Tracey Zetka.

125 Houston
Mayor Kevin Cole

The Society was very honored to have Mayor Kevin Cole join 
them on June 14th. Pictured (L to R standing) are Betty Janacek, 
Marjorie Perry, Jo Ann Stasny, Secretary Marie Stryk, Treasurer 
Evelyn Maresh, Mayor Kevin Cole, President Carol Zann, Vice-
President Joan Hutchison, and Sammy Parker. Pictured (L to R 
seated) are Gabriela Gabler, Bernice Matusek, Helen Kainer, 
Carolyn Williamson, and Joyce Chunda.

22 Wallis
Mayor Rod Pavlock

Pictured (L to R) are KJZT Junior President Rebecca Colson, 
KJZT Senior Treasurer Adela Wadephul, KJZT Junior Treasurer 
Stephaniah Phillips, KJZT members Dennis and Eugenia Kul-
hanek, and Mayor of Orchard Rod Pavlock.

29 Frydek
Commissioner Chip Reed

Pictured are Mildred Ondruch, Austin County Commissioner Chip 
Reed, and Filothea Eschenburg.
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19 TAYLOR
SUSAN K WENDLAND
TONYA CONNOR
MARGARET A NELSON
DIANA M JASEK
ALICE K KLEPAC
ROSE M PRESTRIDGE
PEGGY S KUHL
DEBBIE M HANSEN
MARGARET A URBANEK
SHARON A SAPP
SUSAN K VANECEK
PEGGY M VANECEK
JEANETTE A MATETZSCHK
BARBARA J (VANECEK) LANKFORD
FRANCES STRUBE
ROBIN R (KRENEK) DUXSTAD
KELLY S FRANKENY
FRANKIE FRANKENY
DANNA K KEMBLE
SHEILA BAUER
DIANA L REMMERT
CHRISTIE M KLIMA
JAMIE E KLIMA
KARA L PETRUS

To continue to serve our members, we 
will be printing the names for which we 
do not have addresses on file. These 

lists will be printed by Society. If you 
know a person named on the list, please 
let them know we need to get in touch. 

As always, the State Office can be 
reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at 

info@kjzt.org

No Address Listed

10 Fayetteville
Mayor Mike Stroup

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Rose Rohde, President Mary Jane 
Toddy, Fayetteville Mayor Mike Stroup, and Vice-President Helen 
Wied.

48 Cameron
County Clerk Jodi Morgan

Pictured (L to R) are Clara Marak, Mary Ann Seaton, State Direc-
tor Helen Metzer, Ann Krenek, Milam County Clerk Jodi Morgan, 
and Bettie Pagach.

18 Granger
Mayor Monica Stojanik

Pictured seated is Mayor Monica Stojanik. Pictured (L to R stand-
ing) are Society Officers Kathy Janke, Sharon Steglich, and Hen-
rietta Hajda.

130 Georgetown
The Society observed Flag Day by attending Mass 
followed by a luncheon. The Flag Day Proclama-
tion signed by the mayor was read, the Pledge was 
recited and God Bless America was sung.

Pictured are Society Officers and members.

144 Belton
City Manager Sam Listi
  The Society hosted a Flag Day Celebration on June 
14th at Christ the King Catholic Church. The entire 
parish was invited. Following the Welcome by Sofia 
Villa, the Knights of Columbus carried the Flags and 
Christ the King Choir sang patriotic hymns.
  Ersia Harley led The Pledge followed by The Pas-
toral Prayer by Rev. Sang Quan, Pastor. Sam Listi, 
Belton City Manager spoke and presented the Flag 
Day Proclamation to Helen Metzer, KJZT State Di-
rector. In closing, the “Old Glory Poem” was read 
by Esmerelda Garcia.
  Refreshments were provided for all by the KJZT 
Society #144.  There were red, white and blue popsi-
cles, popcorn, cotton candy, and bottled water were 
served.

Pictured (L to R) are Belton City Manager Sam Listi, KJZT State 
Director Helen Metzer, Delores Borges, Society Vice-President 
Sofia Villa, Pastor Rev. Father Sang Quan, Esmeralda Garcia, 
Secretary Ersia Harley, Lupe Guajardo, and Ayda Rodriguez.

40 Poth
Mayor Chrystal Eckel

The Society celebrated National Flag Day, June 14, 2023, with 
Mayor of Poth, Chrystal Eckel (left), and Society Treasurer, Diane 
Pape (right).
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Junior Members: Abbott
Pictured (L to R) are Allison Pustejovsky, State Director Stephanie Matous, Ryan Pustejovsky, and 
State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick.

District News
District X Social

Junior Members: West
Pictured in front are Isaiah Locke, and Colton Enders. Pictured in back are Assistant Junior Director 
Theresa Plsek, Junior Director Melissa Gerik, Caleb Gerik, Nicole Enders, State Junior Coordinator 
Anne Wick, Steven Enders, Jr., Becky Enders and State Director Stephanie Matous.

  On Sunday, July 23, 2023, KJZT Societies #11 West and #45 Tours hosted the 
District X Social. The Social was held at the St. Mary’s Parish Center in West, 
Texas and a total of 121 members, juniors and guests attended.
 Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO of KJZT Family Life, welcomed everyone 
present. She introduced the officers from the West and Tours Societies. Those 
from West Society #11 were: President – Theresa Plsek, Vice President – Do-
lores Sykora, Secretary - Mary Kallus and Treasurer - Joyce Nors. Those from 
Tours Society #45 were: President - Janice Otto, Vice President - Linda Straten, 
Secretary – Joan Davila and Treasurer – Dorothy Straten. Special guests present 
were: President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director for District X - Stepha-
nie Matous, State Junior Coordinator - Anne Wick and Fraternal Field Manager 
– Joan Johnson.
  Opening prayer was given by Janice Otto and the Pledge was then led by the 
junior members. Meal blessing was given by Father Timothy Vaverek, Chaplain 
of West Society. A meal of sandwiches, chips, dips, vegetable and fruit trays, 
dessert, and tea was served.
  A Memorial service was held for 38 members of the District who had passed 
away. A beautiful statue of Mary surrounded by candles with a vase in front for 
the juniors to place a rose for each deceased member. After prayers were said for 
the deceased members, State Junior Coordinator Anne Wick recognized the 24 
juniors present. Each junior member received a gift card for their participation 
in the Junior Program and those who won in the junior craft contest received 
their awards.
  Our President/CEO Catherine Sylvester thanked the hosting societies and 
spoke on what all is happening in the Fraternal and all that the State has to offer 
to members and junior members. She stated that 63 Societies participated in the 
Fraternal Program in 2022 with 59 Societies achieving Platinum Status.  KJZT 
awarded $35,800 in scholarships to 51 students. Stephanie Matous, State Direc-
tor, gave a report on the District and how happy she was with the number of new 
members. She stated they are working on getting two more Societies to District 
X and that she has enjoyed working with everyone so far this year. Joan John-
son spoke on the types of insurance KJZT has to offer and stated that everyone 
should go over their policies to make sure they have enough life insurance and 
that beneficiaries are correct.
  Catherine Sylvester and Stephanie Matous presented the 50 and 75 year pins.  
They also presented the Societies with their Platinum Status Fraternal Certifi-
cates.
  A closing prayer was said by Father John Boiko, Associate Pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church of The Assumption and then door prizes were given out.
  The Hosting Societies want to thank everyone who came and participated in 
this Social.

Submitted by Theresa Plsek, President of West Society #11.

Junior Members: Ennis
Pictured (L to R in front) are Chloe Cline, Kendall Flores, Kolby Flores, Andie Gilburt, Leo Gilburt, 
Genevieve Waedekin, Tinsley Tobola, and MacKenzie Tobola. Pictured in back are Junior Director 
Joan Johnson, Korleigh Flores held by Kaylin Flores, Jose Flores holding Kollins Flores, Eli Gilburt, 
Lucas Matous, Levi Lytle, Madi Matous, Carsyn Rhodes, Carleigh Rhodes, Quinn Rhodes, State 
Director Stephanie Matous, and State Junior Director Anne Wick.
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Fraternal Status Certificates
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Theresa Plsek for 11 West, Melody Rejcek 
for 16 Ennis, Janice Otto for 45 Tours, Jeanette Urbanovsky for 104 Abbott, and State Director 
Stephanie Matous.

50-Year Membership Pins: West
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Sharon (Maler) Rios, Patricia Hajovsky, 
Theresa (Urban) Campenni, Libbie Veselka, and State Director Stephanie Matous.

50-Year Membership Pins: Abbott
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Katherine Pustejovsky and State Director 
Stephanie Matous.

District News

75-Year Membership Pins: Abbott
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Mary Frances Sulak, Agnes Marak, Nancy 
Hykel, Dolores Willenborg, Roberta Anderson, Theresa Jaska, and State Director Stephanie Matous.

75-Year Membership Pins: West
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Theresa Plsek, State Director Stephanie 
Matous, and Dolores Sykora.

75-Year Membership Pins: Tours and Ennis
At left: Tours - Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Lillian Filer and State Direc-
tor Stephanie Matous. At right: Ennis - Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, 
Bernice Rejcek and State Director Stephanie Matous.
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The District III Social was held on July 16, 2023 at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church Hall in Industry. The Social was hosted by KJZT Society No. 
47 Industry and was enjoyed by over 55 attendees. President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester, Fraternal Field Manager Deborah Kaspar, and State Director Edith 
Strieder were present. The Hosting Society Officers of the Day were Chaplain 
Deacon Robert Jasek, President Julie Kenjura, Vice-President Neely Vasicek, 
Secretary Bernadette Jones, and Treasurer Elizabeth Przyborski. A Memorial 
Service recognizing 6 members was held. Fifty-year and Seventy-five year 
membership pins were handed out to this year’s recipients of the District. 
Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded to Societies No. 10 Fayetteville, No. 
17 Nada, No. 41 Ellinger, and No. 47 Industry. Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Margaret Geistmann, Madeline Kovar 
(picking up pin for daughter, Lisa (Kovar) Fedora), and State Director Edith Strieder.

District News
District III Social

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Julie Kenjura for 47 Industry, Mary Jane 
Toddy for 10 Fayetteville, Leona Brzozowski for 17 Nada, Mary Vrazel for 41 Ellinger, and State 
Director Edith Strieder.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Jenelle Drymalla, Mary Wisniewski, Doro-
thy Holub, Mary Jane Toddy, Annie Sodolak, Joyce Gerik (picking up pin for Margie Urban), Dolores 
Wolff, Theresa Jozwiak, and State Director Edith Strieder.

Member Celebrates 90th Birthday
Mary Jane Toddy, long-time KJZT member and Society President for St. Anne’s 
No. 10 Fayetteville, celebrated her 90th birthday this year! She commemorated 
her 90th birthday by spending time with family, friends, and KJZT members at 
a party hosted by her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
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Society News
Society 16, Ennis, hosted a lun-
cheon to honor this year’s high 

school graduates. Scholarships were also presented 
by State Director Stephanie Matous and local junior 
director, Joan Johnson. 

Pictured Stephanie Matous, Carleigh Rhodes, Hunter Ruffin, 
Corbin Marak, Lindsay McManus, and Joan Johnson.

16 Ennis

Check presented to Knox Me-
morial Library presented by 

KJZT Seniors and Juniors.

Pictured (L to R) are Librarian Melissa McFarland, KJZT Junior 
Treasurer Stephaniah Phillips, KJZT Junior President Rebecca 
Colson, KJZT Senior Treasurer Adela Wadephul, and KJZT mem-
ber Eugenia Kulhanek.

22 Wallis

KJZT #115 Freeport, 
held a summer social 

serving lunch for the Brazoria Work Activity Center  
followed by a watercolor craft project provided by 
Cynthia Grandjean!  Hosts for the event were:  Katy 
Gipson, Jaymie Welch, Geradette Martin, Janet Gip-
son and Jack.

115 Freeport

The Wied KJZT Society #53 do-
nates money to the Shiner Food 

Pantry for their Feeding Families project. 

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janak, Mary Ann Stock, Nancy Lit-
tlefield-Shiner Food Pantry Director, Monica Peters and Anita 
Grabarkievtz.

53 Wied

The Society held a 
Bake Sale on May 

12th as a Community Fundraiser. They were able 
to present Norma’s House Children’s Advocacy 
Center and the Hallettsville Fire Dept. each with a 
check for $1200.00 with the help of the State Office 
matching 50%.

Pictured (L to R) are Renee Hardt, Deane Novosad (Executive 
Director for Norma’s House), Mary Ann Pavliska, and Mary Ann 
Janca.

Pictured (L to R) are Renee Hardt, Stephen Grahmann (Fire 
Chief), Mary Ann Pavliska, and Mary Ann Janca.

2 Hallettsville

A large group of Society 
Members and parishioners 

of Queen of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church in 
Hostyn held a Helping Hands Day on May 23rd 
on the church grounds. They planted flowers at the 
church office and the prayer garden. They fertilized 
growing plants, pulled grass, and scrubbed statues. 
Everyone worked very hard!

23 Hostyn
The Society presented a check in 
the amount of $3,182.00 to the  

West Warrior Kids Foundation on Sunday, June 11th 
at St. Mary’s Parish Center. The check was presented 
to Misty Kaska, President of the Board of Directors.
  The money was raised at a recent bake sale where-
by $2,182.00 was made on the bake sale and the 
KJZT State Office matched it by $1,000.00 so the 
total was $3,182.00.
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Kallus, Joyce Nors, Misty Kaska, The-
resa Plsek and Dolores Sykora.

11 West

The next issue's deadline is October 1st. 
Please send your submissions by email 

to info@kjzt.org or by mail to: 
Catherine Sylvester, Editor, 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.
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The Society co-spon-
sored The St. Ann 

Floors and Pews Fundraiser to aid in the renovation 
of our “little church on the prairie”. Pictured are 
members of KJZT and St. Ann Parish hard at work!

The Society purchased food 
for the Feeding Families 

Across Texas program to donate to the Yoakum 
Food Bank. The Society also made a monetary do-
nation to a seminary education fund. In addition, the 
Society presented a check to The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Victory in Victoria to sponsor a Sunday TV 
Mass.

Pictured are Judy Balzer, Helen Manning, Elaine  Dornak and 
food bank representative, Mrs. Strong.

Pictured are Helen Manning, Father Kristopher, Elaine Dornak 
and Judy Balzer.

Pictured are Elaine Dornak, Helen Manning, and Judy Balzer 
presenting the check to The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory in 
Victoria for the Sunday TV Mass.

1 Yoakum Society members pre-
sented proceeds of the 

St. Ann Floors and Pews Fundraiser to Dawne Wen-
del who is representing Father Matthew Huehlefeld. 

Members pictured are Roberta Wenzel, Rose Mary Havlik, Tom-
my Wenzel, Charlene Steele, and Janet Zabransky.

The Society also made a Feeding Families donation 
to Helping Hands at St Joseph Church. 

Members Charlene Steele, Tommy Wenzel, Janet Zabransky, 
Rose Mary Havlik, and Roberta Wenzel are pictured presenting 
the donation to Dawne Wendel, representing Helping Hands.

37 Hochheim

A donation was made 
to Sacred Heart School 

in La Grange by KJZT Society No. 31 on May 15th.  

Pictured (L to R standing) are Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, Presi-
dent Elizabeth Kallus, Sacred Heart School Principal La Donna 
Voelkel, and Treasurer Barbara Eilert. Pictured (L to R seated) are 
Pat Wagner, Barbara Brauner, Rose Recek, VP/State Director Joy 
Kovar, and Doris Lidiak.

31 La Grange

37 Hochheim

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” - Matthew 18:20
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Society No. 31 of La 
Grange, St. Frances of 

Rome, donated $150.00 to help sponsor t-shirts for 
Vacation Bible School at Sacred Heart Church for 
ages Pre-K to 5th grade. The June 12th – 15th VBS 
theme - “Wilderness Adventure through the Sacra-
ments”.  

Pictured are President Elizabeth Kallus, VBS Coordinator Marian 
Tajchman, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann. 

31 La Grange
The Society se-
lected the Koerth 

Capital Campaign Fund as its community parish 
fundraiser recipient and was able to donate $3,480 
by having a “no bake” sale.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Mary Ann Matusek, Gladys Hermes, 
Anthony Harper, and Patsy Hrabovsky. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Frances Hermes, Carolyn Wilkinson, and Irene Szwarc.

12 Sweet Home

In April, the Society spon-
sored the cake walk at St. 

Mary’s Grotto celebration which was very success-
ful. All funds raised along with the matching funds 
from the KJZT State Office were donated to St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Frydek.

29 Frydek

The Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Society attend-

ed Mass for the Deceased and Living Members, on 
Saturday, July 15th at the 5 p.m. Mass at St. Helen 
Church in Pearland.

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Kainer, JoAnn Stasny, Jennifer Garner, 
Al Stryk, Marie Stryk, Secretary, Ralph Zann, Carol Zann, Presi-
dent, Evelyn Maresh, Treasurer, Larry Maresh, Sammy Parker, 
Bernice Matusek, Joyce Chunda, and Betty Janacek.

125 Houston

Society mem-
bers helped with 

St. Helen Vacation Bible School July 19th-23rd.

Pictured (L to R) are Millie Powell, Pat Gregoire, Mary K and George 
Marusak, Virginia and Bob Pargmann, Georgia Howry, and Lillian 
Naizer.

130 Georgetown

The Society held a bake sale 
for a PHP Disaster project to 

collect donations for  Regina Villarreal and family; 
Due to a tragic loss of their home by fire. Donations 
from the bake sale totaled $1289.00 and a $1000.00 
matching check from the KJZT State Office made 
the total donation $2289.00. The Society would like 
to thank everyone who brought baked goods and 
made donations for this cause.

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Gladys Orsak, Secretary/
Reporter Georgie Templin, President Pat Kromka, Sophia and 
Regina Villarreal and presenting the check Treasurer Bea Porche.

111 Edna The Society recently had a fun-
draiser. Church funds helped 

the maintenance of 4 cemeteries – St. Mary’s, St. 
Ludmila of Wied, St. Augustin of Worthing, and St. 
Anthony of Witting. Community funds were for the 
activity funds for three local nursing homes.

Church Cemeteries. Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janak, Msgr. 
John Peters, and Anita Grabarkievtz.

Shiner Nursing. Pictured (L to R) are Monica Peters, Mary Ann 
Stock, Asst. Activity Director Vivian Erickson, and Helen Janak.

At left: Stevens Nursing. Pictured (L to R) are Anita Grabarkievtz, 
Activities Director Phyllis Harper-Runnels, Helen Janak, Monica 
Peters, and Gussie Kelnar. At right: Hallettsville Nursing. Pictured 
(L to R) are Anita Grabarkievtz, Helen Janak, Assistant Activities 
Director Shannon Spell, Monica Peters, and Gussie Kelnar.

53 Wied

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer 
Day is once a month on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer 
for all KJZT Family Life 
members and each 

other’s intentions.
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Junior News
Nine members from West Soci-
ety received State KJZT scholar-

ships, including Jacob Divin, Zachary Gerik, Nata-
lie Hutyra, Marisa Lander-Kapavik, Tanner Marak, 
Maverick Plsek, Noah Plsek, Lauren Scott and Sam-
uel Nors. Jacob Divin, son of Jeff and Carrie Divin, 
will be a sophomore at Texas A&M University pur-
suing an engineering degree. Zachary Gerik, son of 
Mike and Melissa Gerik, is continuing his study in 
Cyber Security at TSTC. Natalie Hutyra, daughter of 
Mark and Amy Hutyra, is attending Texas Woman’s 
University pursuing a bachelor of science in den-
tal hygiene. Marisa Lander-Kapavik, daughter of 
Candace and Will Kapavik, is a sophomore at Uni-
versity of Texas where her major is Radio, TV and 
Film. Tanner Marak, son of Terry and Jana Marak, 
is a sophomore at Baylor University and pursuing 
a degree in computer engineering. Maverick Plsek, 
son of Jennifer Plsek and Rob Plsek, is a sophomore 
at the University of Minnesota, pursuing a degree in 
computer engineering. Noah Plsek, son of Jennifer 
Plsek and Rob Plsek, is a senior at San Angelo State 
University where he is playing football and pursu-
ing a degree in History. Lauren Scott, daughter of 
Michele Scott and Brian Scott, is a sophomore at 
Baylor University pursuing a degree in Communi-
cations. Samuel (Sam) Nors, son of Timothy and 
Katherine Nors, will be attending The University of 
Incarnate Word in San Antonio where he will study 
Meteorology and was accepted in the school’s or-
chestra program.                                                                                    

Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Melissa Gerik, Jacob Divin, 
Zachary Gerik, Natalie Hutyra, Marisa Lander-Kapavik, Tanner 
Marak, Maverick Plsek, Samuel Nors and State Director Stepha-
nie Matous. Not pictured are Noah Plsek and Lauren Scott.

11 West The Ennis juniors had 3 corona-
tions of the statue of Mary during 

the month of May. 

Pictured is Anaston Payne, Amberly Payne, Hunter Zhanel, Wyatt 
Zhanel, Leo Gilburt, Andie Gilburt, Eli Gilburt. 

Pictured is Kaylin Flores holding Korleigh Flores, Kade Gamble, 
Kelsie Gamble, Kacie Gamble holding Kollins Flores, Jose Flores; 
in front Kendall Flores, and Kolby Flores. 

Pictured are Marley Lytle holding Samuel Waedekin, Titus Wae-
dekin, Levi Lytle, and Genevieve Waedekin.

16 Ennis The Junior Society gave out 
little appreciation bags for 

Father’s Day at Sts Cyril and Methodius Catholic 
Church in Damon. Juniors also presented all moth-
ers and grandmothers tokens for Mother’s Day.

Pictured (L to R) are Acolyte Robert Barbosa, junior Alex Adams,  
and Deacon Don Murille getting little appreciation bags from the 
Damon KJZT Juniors.

85 Damon

Find us on Facebook and on 
Instagram @KJZTfamilylife 

for updates on Events, News, 
and Society Activities!

Damon Junior member Chris-
topher Pavlicek is a new lec-

tor for Sts Cyril and Methodius Church. His parents 
are Daniel and Susan Pavlicek.

Pictured is Christopher Pavlicek.

85 Damon



Page 22 KJZT Family Life Journal July/August 2023

The Juniors had a pancake 
breakfast and raffle ticket 

sale on Sunday, June 4th, to raise money to attend 
Camp Guardian Angel. A big thank you to everyone 
who generously supported the fundraiser, especially 
those who donated supplies and cooked the meal. 

Pictured are the junior members who helped work at the fund-
raiser. On the front row (L to R): Lola Jaska, David DeBenedictis, 
Quintin Kaska, Mabry Sustala, Molly Lucas, Juliet Lucas and Lu-
cas Haferkamp. Second row: Madison Lucas, Abby Smith, Gray-
son Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Ryan Pustejovsky, Allie Pustejovsky, 
Izzy Haferkamp and Mariann Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

During the month of July, 
junior members invited 

their parish to join them in collecting non-perish-
able food items for the local food pantry at Hillsboro 
Interfaith Ministries. A total of 403 pounds of food 
was collected. 

Pictured sitting (L to R): Bryson Hejl, Thomas Kolar, Samuel Ko-
lar, Weston Sustala, Lucas Haferkamp and Juliet Lucas. Standing 
first row: Camille Kaska, David DeBenedictis, Joel Lucas, Izzy 
Haferkamp, Addison Pustejovsky, Molly Lucas, Mabry Sustala, 
Audrey Pustejovsky, Bryson Murphy and Quintin Kaska. Second 
row: Ryan Pustejovsky, Paxton Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Madison 
Lucas, Allison Pustejovsky, Mariann Pustejovsky and Grayson 
Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Interested in joining our junior groups? 
Contact Anne Wick, State Coordinator 

of Junior Activities, at 
annewick@gmail.com or 979-263-5317

Abbott junior members at-
tending Camp Guardian 

Angel at Camp Kubena this year are pictured below. 

Pictured (L to R on front row) are Camille Kaska, Mabry Sustala 
and Molly Lucas. Second row: Bryson Murphy, David DeBenedic-
tis, Quintin Kaska, Will Gerik, Grayson Pustejovsky, Abby Smith 
and Lola Jaska. 

104 Abbott

Pictured are 1st time Guardian 
Angel Campers from Holy Fami-

ly Society #118, Taft with their State Director, Betty 
Vacek, at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter.

118 TaftThe St. Theresa, Society 
No. 14 provided refresh-

ments for the St. Joseph Parish Vacation Bible 
School and community kids.

Adult members pictured are Mariann Kram, Maryann Rother, Re-
becca Brauer, and Angeline Jalufka. Junior members pictured are 
Adaline Appelt, Delane Appelt, Sally Machacek, Jack Leonard, 
and Levi Leonard.

14 Moulton

The Ennis juniors decorated an 
altar for the parish Corpus Chris-

ti procession. Members Kenny and Deanna Smith 
provided the location on the parade route, and their 
grandchildren braved the rain to set up the altar.

Pictured are Molly Clark, Kenny Smith, Katharine Clark, and Ellie Clark.

16 Ennis

The Juniors of Holy Family, Taft, 
Society #118 had a Splash Party 

with a pizza meal on July 11, 2023. Shown are ju-
nior members plus a few potential members!

118 Taft

At their June meeting, Ennis Ju-
niors made 100 Blessing Bags 

for the homeless. The gallon bags included bottled 
water or juice, Vienna sausages, a fruit cup, peanut 
butter crackers, and other snacks, as well as toilet-
ries and religious items. Most bags were given to the 
local homeless ministry, and the rest were taken by 
members to give to homeless that they are likely to 
encounter.

Eli and Andie Gilburt helped to fill bags.

16 Ennis
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Junior Activities
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S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.your phone number in case we have any questions.

pudding mix. (A thin layer to moisten 
the crackers). Then sliced bananas, 
(according to taste). Repeat this pro-
cedure - layer of graham crackers and 
pudding mix.  

(If you have left-over egg whites from 
previous baking’s, you can use 4 egg 
whites–this is what I do). 

Beat egg whites till they stand in peaks, 
slowly add about 3 or 4 tablespoons of 
sugar per egg white. (For example, if I 
have 4 egg whites, then after they are 
beaten, I add 4 tablespoons of sugar 
and beat well, then I add another 4 ta-
blespoons of sugar and keep beating.  
Than another 4 tablespoons of sugar 
and after beating well, if I think the ic-
ing does not have a shiny satiny look, 
I add another 4 tablespoons of sugar 
and beat well).

Spread icing over graham crackers 
and bake in slow oven 325˚ until top 
of banana pudding is a golden brown 
color all over.  Take out of oven and let 
cool in a warm place (no drafts).

Almond Bark Clusters
Submitted by Ella Mae Bludau, 
Society No. 2 Hallettsville

½ lb. (5 to 6 squares) white or dark 
          almond bark chocolate
½ c. pretzels broken in small pieces
½ c. nuts (chopped pecans or peanuts)
½ c. Rice Krispies
½ c. miniature marshmallows

Melt almond bark chocolate in large 
glass dish in microwave oven, (15 sec-
onds at a time), until melted. Mix in 
other ingredients, except marshmal-
lows. Mix slowly to coat. 

Add marshmallows. Mix well. Drop 
on wax paper by teaspoonful. Let cool. 
Store in airtight container.  

should barely touch each other. Cover 
pot and simmer for 2 minutes. Turn 
dumplings with fork and cook 2 addi-
tional minutes.

Serve chicken either de-boned or in 
pieces in the soup or “on the side”.                      
Serve immediately. 

Okra Gumbo
Submitted by Clayton Vinklarek, 
Society No. 20 Cistern

4 Tbsp. margarine
½ c. chopped onion
4 c. okra, cut in ½-inch slices
1 (15 oz.) can stewed tomatoes
1 ½ tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. cumin
1 tsp. sugar
salt and pepper to taste

Sauté onion in margarine until tender.  
Add okra and tomato juice from the 
canned tomatoes. Cook until okra is 
almost tender, stirring often. Add to-
matoes, (cut in small pieces if neces-
sary), chili powder, cumin, sugar, salt 
and pepper. Cook until okra is done.  
Serves 4 to 6.

Banana Pudding
Submitted by Elizabeth Petru Yaklin, 
In memory of Betty Petru

1 box (3 ¾ oz.) instant vanilla or ba-
nana cream Jell-o pudding mix
3 c. milk
1 box graham crackers
Bananas, your choice on how many
2 or 3 or 4 egg whites
sugar

Put instant pudding mix and milk in 
bowl. Stir until it thickens a little.

Using a Pyrex dish, size 8x10 or 
10x12, line bottom with graham 
crackers, then cover the crackers with 

Chicken and Dumplings
Submitted by Stan and Betty Vacek,
In memory of Elanor Bartosh

Boil a whole chicken or 2 – 3 chick-
en breasts with skin and bone (add 1 
chopped onion, 1 chopped tomato, 2 
stalks of chopped celery and salt and 
pepper to taste). Simmer for about 1 
hour.

Measure the following ingredients:  
1 cup all purpose flour
4 tsp. baking powder
 ½ tsp. salt

Sift these ingredients 3 times to com-
bine thoroughly and make the mixture 
light and airy. Break 1 egg into measur-
ing cup. Add milk to measuring cup to 
make total of ½ cup. Mix egg and milk 
thoroughly with fork. Slowly mix egg/
milk mixture into dry ingredients.

Thicken 2 – 3 cups of chicken stock 
with flour; use 1 ½ tsp. flour for each 
cup of stock. Bring thickened stock to 
a low boil and use a serving spoon to 
drop dumpling batter into broth (dip 
spoon into hot stock to prevent dump-
ling batter from sticking to spoon).

Continue to drop spoonfuls of the re-
maining batter into stock; dumplings 

Taco Layered Dip
Submitted by Elizabeth Holub, 
Society No. 44 Moravia

3 ripe avocadoes
2 tbsp. lemon juice
¼ tsp. pepper
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. garlic powder
2 tbsp. minced onion
1 c. mayonnaise
1 c. sour cream
1 pkg. taco seasoning
32-oz. can refried beans
4 tomatoes, chopped
1 bunch green onions, chopped
8 oz. grated cheddar cheese
4 ¼ oz. can chopped ripe black olives

Peel and mash avocadoes. Add salt, 
pepper, lemon juice, garlic powder, 
minced onion; set aside. Mix mayon-
naise, sour cream, taco seasoning; set 
aside. 

To assemble, spread refried beans in 
bottom of 9x13-inch glass dish. Next, 
spread avocado mixture. Cover with 
sour cream and mayonnaise mixture. 

Sprinkle with chopped tomatoes, 
green onions and cheese. Top with 
black olives. Serve with tortilla chips.
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Hallie Stephenson is a new member of Society No. 
16 Ennis. She is the daughter of Aubrey Stephenson 
and the granddaughter of Bryan and Evette Vitovsky. 
She is the great-granddaughter of Evelyn Zmolik.

Maren Kate Matusek is a new member of Society 
No. 30 East Bernard. She is the daughter of Nathan 
and Katelyn Matusek. Maren is the granddaughter 
of Susan and Mark Matusek.

Sales Training Class Held
On July 15th, KJZT Family Life Sales Agents gathered at the State Office for a 
training class led by Fraternal Field Managers Deborah Kaspar and Joan John-
son. State Director Kathy Wishert and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester were 
also in attendance. The 15 attendees enjoyed a tour of the Home Office and 
discussed the history of KJZT, Products, Riders and Fraternal Benefits.

Pictured (L to R) are Sandy Adamcik, John McDermott, Rodney Washington, President/CEO Cath-
erine Sylvester, State Director Kathy Wishert, Tina Sylvester, Javier Ortiz, Linda Pavlicek, Fraternal 
Field Manager Deborah Kaspar, Lisa Pless, Jesus Bahena, Maria Reyes Bahena, Sabas Rodriguez, 
Jr., Joe Wolf, and Fraternal Field Manager Joan Johnson.

Members Celebrate 65th Anniversary
Evelyn and Larry Maresh of Houston celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
on July 26, 2023. A party was held in their honor. Evelyn and Larry are both 
active members of KJZT Society No. 125 Houston



Page 26 KJZT Family Life Journal July/August 2023

“In Memoriam”

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary
Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise, for 
all life and all holiness come from you. In the plan of your 
wisdom, she who bore the Christ in her womb, was raised 
body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven. May we 
follow her example in reflecting your holiness and join in 
her hymn of endless love and praise. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Feast of the Assumption celebrates both the happy departure of Mary from this life 
by her natural death, and her assumption bodily into heaven.

August 15th - Feast of the Assumption
This society was placed under the protection and patronage of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The statue of Our Lady in 
her Glorious Assumption, the Patroness of KJZT since 1894, in the entrance hall of the State Office, reminds us of the spiritual ideals 
of our organization. - A Brief History of the KJZT

Dearest Mother, when you died God raised your holy body and soul into heaven. Intercede for us that we may preserve in doing His 
will in our lives, as you have done while you were here on earth. Heal our tired body, wearied mind and restless spirit that we may 
always rest in your motherly care. Mary, holy advocate, hear our prayers (mention your intention) and cover us with your healing love. 
In honor of your glorious Assumption, I pray one Our Father, three Hail Marys and one Glory be. Amen.

Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was 

it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored 
thy help, or sought thy intercession was left unaided. 
Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of 

virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, de-
spise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer 

me. Amen. Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.



Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	          AGE

“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  JANIE (SPRINGFIELD) SANDELOVIC	 3/13/2023		  93
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 LEONELLA (NOVAK) KLEKAR		  4/8/2023		  89
3	 ST. MARY’S		 IRENE (PUSTKA) KUTACH		  5/25/2003		  81
4	 PRAHA		  DOROTHY (FAJKUS) JASEK		  5/12/2023		  82
5	 SHINER		  JO ANN (BOLECH) DOWNING		  4/19/2023		  88
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 LILLIAN (CMAJDALKA) KRENEK	 5/20/2023		  90
11	 WEST			  MARTHA (HOLY) SINKULE		  3/6/2018	          100
11	 WEST			  MARIE (SVRCEK) SNIDER		  5/23/2023		  82
11	 WEST			  BETTY (KUCERA) KASKA		  3/13/2023		  90
12	 SWEET HOME	 EVELYN (PEKAR) OPELA		  5/9/2023		  92
16	 ENNIS		  GEORGIE (PAVLAT) SMESNY		  4/4/2023		  87
19	 TAYLOR		  AUDREY (HESELMEYER) PELZEL	 5/15/2023		  60
21	 MARAK		  SYLVIA (MOTL) GLENN			   6/1/2023		  74
22	 WALLIS		  EVELYN (SLOVA) WILKE		  4/7/2023		  86
22	 WALLIS		  MARGARET (CHILEK) LOOS		  2/25/2023		  81
22	 WALLIS		  ADELA (HOLUB) FOJT			   4/23/2023		  93
23	 HOSTYN		  DOROTHY (HRACHOVY) WILLIAMS	 5/16/2023		  78
27	 CALDWELL		 PATRICIA (HAJOVSKY) KUTACH	 3/11/2023		  82
28	 FRENSTAT		  DENNIS MIKULIN				    5/25/2023		  50
30	 EAST BERNARD	 CHRISTINE (BERAN) JOCHEC		  5/17/2023		  91
31	 LA GRANGE	 	 LORETTA (ERMIS) BRUGGER		  3/27/2023		  82
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 MARY (RUDOLPH) HAVERLAH		 3/23/2023		  79
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 ROSE (HRNCIR) DEATHE			  3/28/2023		  93
44	 MORAVIA		  DOLORES (HRNCIR) MCCULLOCH	 9/22/2022		  85
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 VIRGINIA (MARALIK) JURESKA	 11/20/2022		  94
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 VIRGINIA (HUFF) KRNAVEK		  6/13/2023		  95
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARIAN (ZAPLETAL) VAJDOS		  9/16/2022		  88
48	 CAMERON		  CATHERINE (ABSNAIDER) TERBAY	 4/29/2023		  82
49	 NEEDVILLE		 DOROTHY (NOVOSAD) WIEGHAT	 6/19/2023		  87
70	 KARNES CITY	 FRANCES (POLASEK) ZIDEK		  3/9/2023		  88
72	 EL CAMPO		  DOLORES (SLOVAK) GREEN		  5/2/2023		  88
72	 EL CAMPO		  JUDITH ELLEN HRNCIR			   12/21/2022		  78
77	 ROSENBERG	 SYLVIA (DUSEK) ADDICKS		  5/13/2023		  78
85	 DAMON		  ELLEN (KOENIG) FOYTIK		  5/18/2023		  92
101	 VICTORIA		  MARGARET (TRYNERE) HONC		 7/13/2018		  95
104	 ABBOTT		  DOROTHY (HLAVATY) PUSTEJOVSKY	 5/26/2023		  83
118	 TAFT			   DOLORES (JAROSZEWSKI) DUFF	 4/12/2023		  88
124	 TEXAS CITY	 EMILY (KACAL) MALOCH		  11/28/2021		  87
130	 GEORGETOWN	 ERMALINDA CARLIN			   2/22/2023		  75
141	 ROUND ROCK	 LILLIE C. DELGADO			   4/4/2012		  65
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Protecting Families. Nurturing Communities.
KJZT Family Life offers: WHOLE LIFE.

Long recognized as one of the most secure financial tools, Whole Life Insurance provides exactly what the name 
implies, life insurance benefit for your entire life.  Coverage remains level and guaranteed (subject to required 

premiums paid) all the way to age 100. KJZT Family Life Whole Life plan members that live past age 100, receive 
a check for the full death benefit if premiums have remained current.  Our Whole Life policy’s guaranteed cash 

values accrue on a tax-favored basis. Whole Life premiums are payable for life, until age 100 or death, whichever 
comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 85 and the minimum face amount is $10,000. 

Other product offerings include:

• Life Paid-up at Age 65 features premiums that cease at age 65 or death, whichever comes first. Issue ages are 
birth to age 55 and the minimum face amount is $10,000.

• 20 Year Pay Life is similarly paid up after only 20 years or death, 
whichever comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 65 and the 

minimum face amount is $10,000.

• 15 Year Pay Life is paid up after only 15 years or death, which-
ever comes first. Issue ages are birth to age 70 and the minimum 

face amount is $10,000.

• Single Premium is a permanent plan of life insurance with a 
single, one-time premium contribution. Issue ages are birth to 

age 85 and the minimum face amount is $10,000.

Contact your local Sales Representative, State Director or the 
State Office at 1-888-253-2338 for more information!

www.kjzt.org


