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  Heavenly Father, as we gaze upon this nativity scene, which commemorates the Advent of your Son amongst us, we 
ask that you may fill our hearts with the joy of Christmas.

  Help us to be watchful and faithful in prayer as St. Joseph was; help us to be devout and intimately united to you, as 
Our Lady was; help us to bow down in worship as the Magi did; help us to tremble in wonder and awe at the myster-
ies of your power and love as the Shepherds did; help us to sing your praises as the angels did and help us, above all, to 
imitate your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and to strive to love Him and serve Him in this life, so as to be happy with 
Him forever in the next.

  In your mercy and kindness, help our own family to imitate the Holy Family and to make Christ the center of our 
family life, most especially Christ present to us in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. Strengthen us with your grace to 
be faithful, so that one day we may enjoy the gifts of heaven which are prefigured in the Nativity of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Nativity Prayer

Merry Christmas!



Deborah Kaspar was recently presented a plaque for her 
years of service to KJZT Family Life as a State Director.

Pictured (L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne 
Wick, State Director Kathy Wishert, Deborah Kaspar and President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Joan Johnson was recently presented a plaque for her 
years of service to KJZT Family Life as a State Director.

Pictured (L to R) are Joan Johnson and President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester.
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As 2022 comes to an end and I look back at the year, so many great things 
were done by our Fraternal. I would like to thank all of our State Directors, 
Employees, Society Officers, Junior Directors and members for all of your 
hard work. You all have done outstanding work throughout the year support-
ing your local parishes, communities, and charities on behalf of KJZT Fam-
ily Life. The many hours that you have spent are very much appreciated and 
make me proud to be a part of KJZT Family Life.
  This year it was great to see all of our societies active and holding meetings 
and district socials again. I tried to attend as many district socials and Frater-
nal events as possible. It was so nice to see everyone back out at our events. 
We also attended and had the privilege of sponsoring many events this year 

supporting many cultural causes, continuing the mission of KJZT Family Life. 
  As we look forward to 2023, I would like to remind you all of a few dates coming up at the beginning of 
the year. First, Catholic Schools Week is being held January 29 – February 4, 2023. We encourage all of our 
societies to support your local Catholic Schools in your communities. Also, the deadline to turn in scholarship 
applications is February 1, 2023. This is a wonderful benefit that supports the youth of our Fraternal. If you 
have or know any members that are high school seniors or currently enrolled in college, please encourage, and 
remind them to complete their applications by the due date.
  Our members are our number one priority and very important to us. We want to make sure you are given 
the best service. Please give us a call to review your existing life insurance and annuity certificates. If you or 
anyone you know is interested or can benefit from anything we offer here at KJZT Family Life, please let us 
know, and we will have a dedicated agent get in touch with you. 
  On behalf of the staff here at KJZT Family Life and myself, we would like to wish you and your families 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God bless you this holiday season and I look forward to working 
with you all in the New Year.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO

Awards of Appreciation Presented
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By Father Jared Cooke, KJZT State Chaplain

Advent Has Arrived! Stay Alert!
KJZT Family Life JournalOctober - December 2022

KJZT brothers and sisters, peace be with all y’all AND Happy New Year…in the liturgical sense – we see the colors 
have changed and we’ve already gotten anticipatory with the garland and the wreaths and ESPECIALLY with the 
special wreath we see before us in our Parishes – all reminders that the season of Advent has officially begun and the 
coming of Christ is just over the horizon! And so it is a time to keep our eyes fixed in that direction with anticipation 
for the coming of our KING… but brothers and sisters, I fear that more often than not, we tend to get this anticipation 
thing all out of sorts! We may tell ourselves that “Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for the season of Christ-
mas,” and yes, that IS true --- IF ONLY it were true of us! Now brothers and sisters, I’m not calling anyone out, but 
just as many Catholics treat the Saturday Vigil Mass as the “Let’s-Just-Get-This-Out-Of-The-Way” Mass! And like-
wise, just as many Catholics treat Sunday as the vigil for Monday (when real life begins again and awe dang, it’s back 
to the grind!); so too, there are many Catholics who use this time of Advent improperly as a time of preparation for 
the Secular Christmas Frenzy --- shopping, cooking, decorating, Hallmark Movies about love and Christmas wishes, 
partying, drinking, overeating, getting gluttonous for the Holidays because…. well…. “CHRISTMAS!!” I mean 
Christ has already been born; the Son of God is ALREADY the Son of Mary – we’re not REALLY preparing for His 

actual birth, right? Advent is a preparation for Christmas only insofar as we need reminding that Christ was born in Bethlehem to begin his mission of saving us 
from our sins, we know this – so basically it’s Jesus’ annual birthday party for many, if not most! AND furthermore, Christmas for some is mere sentimentality, 
especially for those who aren’t convinced that we’re sinners who need saving.  

Brothers and sisters, when we talk about Advent we are talking about the preparation for the coming of the Lord –the Lord who IS coming - He came, He’s com-
ing, and He will come again and we need to prepare for HIM in mind and especially in heart! I got to say, I love all of the Advent readings thus far because as we 
begin this season of waiting and great anticipation, we’re reminded that we must wait and greatly anticipate with an even greater sense of alertness and watchful-
ness because as the scriptures make clear, we are not exactly sure when He, the “Master of the House” is coming and so once again, we are exhorted to STAY 
AWAKE, STAY ALERT, BE ON OUR TOES, DON’T FALL ASLEEP or we risk missing Jesus! That’s not a risk I am willing to take! How about you? The Gospel 
tells us to “WATCH!” How do we watch? I’m going to give it to you straight – brothers and sisters, WE MUST STEP UP OUR PRAYER!  OPEN YOUR BIBLE 
(Catholics, don’t choke on the dust! HA!), read a few verses each day and then ponder those few verses throughout the day. Here’s a thought – go to a daily Mass 
one day a week or perhaps even a few days each week, write yourselves little notes, place them on your night stand, your refrigerator, your bathroom mirror, in 
your car, on your smart phone to remind yourself that HE IS COMING and you need to prepare yourself…what have you done today? Even I as a Priest have to 
set alarms for myself to pray sometimes – when noon rolls around, my iphone buzzes and flashes the message “GO PRAY PUNK!” Do what you must, but step 
up your game! I also encourage you to PAY even closer attention to ALL the readings at Mass throughout Advent – they are profound and they were chosen for a 
reason and will help us to better prepare for the coming of the Christ child! Finally, I would encourage you, in a big way, to perhaps Refrain from the things in your 
life that can cause you to Spiritually DOZE OFF and Spiritually FALL ASLEEP! I, myself, like many of you, in years past, have begun these wonderful seasons 
with wonderful intentions on having a great Advent or a great Lent and then all of the sudden, it’s about a week before the main event and I realize that I have not 
really been paying attention – THAT, brothers and sisters, is a kind of spiritual slumber – so stay alert, keep your eyes peeled and your heart ready for the King, 
the great Christ Child who is coming – the goal of all of this, is that, in the process, we truly become more like the ONE for whom we are waiting – Jesus Christ. 

Let us continue to pray for one another, especially throughout this Holy Season of Advent. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Jared Cooke



Page 4 KJZT Family Life Journal October - December 2022

Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas 
Announces Essay Contest Winners

  The Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) held its first annual Youth 
Essay Contest this past fall. The contest was open to 11th and 12th grade stu-
dents who are members of either CCFT, KJZT Family Life, or KJT Catholic 
Union of Texas. Contestants submitted an essay about how Saint Ludmila influ-
enced the time and place in which she lived, compared her struggles to modern 
society, and discussed St. Ludmila as a role model.    

  Madison Murphy received first place with her essay titled, “St. Ludmila - A 
Modern Day Inspiration.” Madison is a senior in Abbott High School in Abbott, 
Texas, attends Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in Abbott and is a 
member of KJZT Society #104. Madison is the daughter of Anita and Jason 
Murphy. The first-place award was $300 in cash. In addition to her essay being 
published in the CCFT newsletter, it will also be published in Hlasy Národa 
(Voices of the Nation). This is a Czech Catholic publication from a Czech mis-
sion located in Chicago.  

  Julia Ann Machacek received second place with her essay titled, “St. Ludmila 
and Me.” Julia is a senior in St. Paul High School in Shiner, Texas, attends 
Saints Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church in Shiner and is a member of KJT 
#20 in Shiner and KJZT #14 in Moulton. Julia is the daughter of Jennifer and 
Russell Machacek. The second-place award was $200 in cash.  

  Preston Pustejovsky received third place with his essay titled, “St. Ludmila:  
The First Czech Saint.“ Preston is a senior in Abbott High School in Abbott, 
Texas, attends Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in Abbott, and is a 
member of KJZT #104 and KJT #107 in Abbott. Preston is the son of Kathy and 
Phil Pustejovsky. The third-place award was $100. 

  Madison’s and Preston’s awards were presented by Carol Filer, CCFT Secre-
tary and Essay Chair during the KJZT #104 Junior meeting in Abbott, Texas 
held November 20, 2022. Julia’s award was presented by Carol Filer, CCFT 
Secretary and Essay Chair during the KJZT #14 meeting in Moulton, Texas.  In 
addition to the cash awards, all will receive an icon of St. Ludmila and CCFT 
membership. 

  The CCFT was established and recognized by the IRS Code under Section 
501(c)(3) in 2018 as a non-profit organization. The mission of the Czech Catho-
lic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) is “to document, study, preserve, celebrate and 
perpetuate all elements of the Czech Catholic faith transplanted to Texas by im-
migrants from the Czech lands; and to strengthen ties with Czech Catholics of 
the ancestral homeland evangelized by SS Cyril and Methodius.” 

  See page 20 of this Journal issue to read the 1st-place winning essay by Madi-
son Murphy of 104 Abbott. Congratulations Madison, Julia and Preston! Thank 
you for representing KJZT Family Life so wonderfully.

Pictured (L to R) are 1st place winner Madison Murphy and 3rd place winner Preston Pustejovsky, 
both are junior members of KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott.

Pictured at left is 2nd place winner Julia Mach-
acek, junior member of KJZT Society No. 14 
Moulton.

Pictured (L to R) at the certificate presentation in Moulton is State Director Joyce Kurtz, Julia’s mother 
Jennifer Machacek, 2nd place winner Julia Machacek, Julia’s grandmother Mary Ann Rother, and 
Carol Filer, CCFT Secretary and Essay Chair.
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KJZT Society No. 66 Weimar Celebrates 100 Years

On November 6, 2022, Weimar Society No. 66 celebrated their 100-year Anni-
versary. The year 2020 was actually their 100th year as a Society, but a celebra-
tion could not be held due to the pandemic. This year it was 102 years! 
  The day began with 45 guests registering in for the noon meal. 
  President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Joyce Kurtz, State Director 
Betty Vacek, and State Director Joy Kovar were in attendance.
  Society President Alice Michalke opened the program by welcoming everyone 
who came to share their special day with them. She then led all with the Bless-
ing before the meal, which consisted of turkey and dressing with delicious sides. 
A cake beautifully decorated in blue and white carried out the Centennial theme.
  After the meal, State Director Joyce Kurtz proceeded with the program. She 
thanked and congratulated the Society for hosting the event and presented a 
check for $600 from the State Office to Society President Alice Michalke. Fel-
low Society Officers of No. 66 were introduced as Sylvia Addicks, Society Sec-
retary and Evelyn Thuemler, Society Treasurer.
  Mrs. Kurtz then briefly spoke on the Fraternal Status and of upcoming events. 
The event ended with door prizes being presented before all departed.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz with the Society Officers: Treasurer Evelyn Thuemler, 
President Alice Michalke and Secretary Sylvia Addicks.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Society Secretary Sylvia Addicks, Society Treasurer Evelyn Thuemler, 
and Society President Alice Michalke. Pictured (L to R in back) are State Director Betty Vacek, State 
Director Joy Kovar, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

KJZT Family Life JournalOctober - December 2022

Arlene Cloyd Celebrates Retirement

Arlene Cloyd celebrated her retirement with a party on February 5, 2022. She 
had family, friends, and many KJZT members in attendance. Arlene is a mem-
ber of her local Society No. 42 Sealy, and is currently Society President. She 
has been with the Fraternal for many years and held different positions, includ-
ing State Director, Sales Agent, Interim President/CEO, Society President, and 
Society Junior Director. The Fraternal would like to thank Arlene for everything 
she has done. We are truly grateful. Thank you also to her husband, Alan, who 
was always by her side helping with whatever KJZT project Arlene was work-
ing on.

Above photo: Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, retiree 
Arlene Cloyd, State Director Joyce Kurtz, and State Director Edith Strieder.

Society Presents Pastor Gift for 50th Anniversary
  Father Ron Cloutier recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination. 
Members of Society No. 42 Sealy presented Father a gift for this occasion.

Pictured are Father Ron, Kinleigh Dinges, Arlene Cloyd, Haleigh Dinges and Pastor Joe Doran of St. 
Peter and Paul Church in Bellville.
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Celebrate the Feast Day of 
the Holy Family on
December 30, 2022

Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, 

and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues 

and stand united by the strength of Your love 
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. 

Amen.

KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day. Some suggestions for celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Family are participating in Sunday Mass together as a family, 
pray the rosary as a family, call your parents and siblings on this special day, 
pray for the deceased members of your family, or volunteer as a family to assist 
in your parish or community.

Contributions: Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak

Christmas Kindness Activities
donate used books to a library

take dinner to 
another family

take treats to your local police or fire station

go Christmas caroling 
at a nursing home

do something for 
someone who is in 
need, sad or lonely

collect old towels and blankets 
to take to the animal shelter

Calendar of Events
December 23 - 26
The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays.

December 30
Feast Day of the Holy Family Observed.

December 30 - January 2
The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

January 29 - February 4
Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the 
United States. See page 11 for more details and how you and your Society can 
participate. 

“Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries 
of the universe. Send your Spirit upon these students and fill them with your 
wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies 
and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

February 1
KJZT Scholarship Applications are due today. Students must request an applica-
tion from the State Office by email and return all items requested to the State 
Office by mail or email. See page 21 for more information.

February 4
CESAT will have its membership meeting at 10 a.m. February 4, 2023, in the 
meeting room of the Schulenburg Public Library in Schulenburg.   Please email 
Thadious Polasek at polasek29@gmail.com to let us know that you are coming.   
We need a count of people coming for kolaches and coffee.

March 26
Society No. 7 Dubina will be hosting the District II Social. Stay tuned for more 
details.
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Congratulations to Congratulations to 
our Top Agent Production Leaders!our Top Agent Production Leaders!

September -  
Annualized Premium Leader: Henrietta Hajda

October -  
Annualized Premium Leader: Sandy Adamcik

November -  
Annualized Premium Leader: Henrietta Hajda

A lot of people save for their retirement by buying an asset they can sell for a 
profit later; investing in an individual retirement account or a 401(k) plan; or 
socking some money away in an interest-bearing savings account. You want to 
protect yourself financially as you age, and the best way to do that is to start 
saving yesterday.

Buying life insurance should be part of that financial plan because a lot of those 
tactics won’t bear fruit until you’re much older. If you die before then, but you 
have people who rely on you financially, your retirement accounts are not going 
to be of much use to them.

Contact us for more information about the life insurance products KJZT Family 
Life offers. Call 1-888-253-2338 to speak with a representative and to connect 
with an agent in your area.

Credit: policygenius.com

Life Insurance Completes
Your Financial Plan

Looking for Agents
Join our team and receive professional training and support with no 
prior experience necessary. We offer Whole Life, Term, and Senior 
Life Insurance, Annuities and IRA’s to our members. 

Help us encourage others to become a part of our Family! 

For more information, call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 or 
email sales@kjzt.org

NOW HIRING: Marketing and Sales Manager
  KJZT Family Life is looking for a Marketing and Sales Manager to 
join our team! This person would be responsible for managing sales 
of the Fraternal’s products and services, recruiting and training life 
insurance sales agents, and ensuring consistent, profitable growth 
in sales revenues through positive planning, deployment and man-
agement of sales agents.
  Email your resume to hr@kjzt.org and to request an application.  
We will send you a detailed job description and list of qualifications 
required for this position. Come join our team!
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Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are Melody Rejcek for 16 Ennis, Theresa Plsek for 11 West, Molly Gerik for 104 
Abbott, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District News
District X Social

The District X Social was held on September 25, 2022. The Social was hosted 
by KJZT Society No. 16 Ennis and was attended by 88 people. President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick were 
present. Hosting Society Officers of the Day were President Melody Rejcek, 
Vice-President Savannah Gilburt, Secretary Jeanine Payne, Treasurer Melanie 
Kriska, and Junior Director Joan Johnson. A Memorial Service was held rec-
ognizing 156 members who had passed away since the last District Social was 
held. Membership pins were presented to this year’s recipients that were in at-
tendance. Fraternal Status Awards for 2021 were awarded to 11 West, 16 Ennis, 
and 104 Abbott. Thank you to Society No. 16 Ennis for hosting and to everyone 
who was able to attend!

50-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are pin recipient Denise Snapka and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are pin recipient Margaret Petter and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are pin recipient Dolores Kral and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Junior Directors
Pictured (L to R) are Theresa Plsek of 11 West, Joan Johnson of 16 Ennis, Molly Gerik of 104 Abbott, 
and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.
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District XVI: 75-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, pin recipient Mary M Patek of 125 Houston, and 
President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

Junior Division 2021 Scrapbook Winner
Pictured (L to R) are Bryson Murphy, Will Gerik, Madison Murphy and Preston Pustejovsky of the 
Society No. 104 Abbott Junior Society.

Society No. 16 Ennis Juniors
Pictured are Junior Director Joan Johnson, Kolton Vrana, Carleigh Rhodes, Kale Vrana, Quinn 
Rhodes, Adelynn Liska, and Carsyn Rhodes holding Genevieve Waedekin. Front middle: Pictured 
(L to R) are Levi Lytle, Chloe Cline, Isabella Zmolik, Hudson Ruffin, Beckham Ruffin, Janie Clark, 
and Anaston Payne. Middle Row: Pictured (L to R) are Marley Lytle, Tracen Tobola, Casen Cline, 
and Molly Clark. Back Row: Pictured (L to R) are Easton Ruffin, MacKenzie Tobola, Cooper Cline, 
Katherine Clark, and Jake Ruffin.

Society No. 104 Abbott Juniors
Pictured (L to R) are Preston Pustejovsky, Bryson Murphy, Madison Murphy, Will Gerik, Junior Direc-
tor Molly Gerik, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

Corrections
The KJZT Family Life Journal July - September 2022 issue incorrectly named 
two pin recipients. The photos with the correct captions are published below. 
The KJZT Family Life Journal regrets the error.

District XI/XII: 75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are Catherine Karkoska, Shirley Tydlacka Rush, Marcella Franzetti, Patricia Schnei-
der, Jo Ann Street, Cynthia Morris, Elaine Klause, Lillian Dobias, Patricia Vrana Kubicek, State Direc-
tor Helen Metzer, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day
is once a month on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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Society No. 115 Freeport Fraternal Status Award
Pictured (L to R) are Janet Gipson, Cynthia Grandjean, State Director/Society President Kathy 
Wishert, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

District News
District XV Social

The District XV Social was held on September 18, 2022. The Social was hosted 
by KJZT Society No. 115 Freeport and was attended by 39 people. President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester, State Director Kathy Wishert, and State Coordinator 
of Junior Activities Anne Wick were present. Hosting Society Officers of the 
Day were President Kathy Wishert, Secretary Cynthia Grandjean, and Treasurer 
Janet Gipson. A Memorial Service was held recognizing 29 members who had 
passed away. A 75-year membership pin was presented to Alice Drapela. Frater-
nal Status Awards for 2021 were awarded to 115 Freeport, and 124 Texas City. 
Thank you to Society No. 115 Freeport for hosting and to everyone who was 
able to attend.

Society No. 124 Texas City Fraternal Status Award
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, Society President Hattie Houdek, and President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester.

75-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, pin recipient Alice Drapela, and President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester.

Junior Members
Pictured (L to R) are Autumn Garza, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Ava Garza, 
Junior Director Natalia Montanez, and Adalyn Garza.

Hosting Society Officers
Pictured (L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Cynthia Grandjean, State 
Director/Society President Kathy Wishert, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Deborah Kaspar, and 
Janet Gipson.
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5 SHINER
MARIE CAKA
SHIRLEY CHUMCHAL
AGNES PETRASH
LAURA PRIOUR
JACQUELINE TUSSING
TRACY MICHALEC
MARGARET HARTL
HOLLY LYNN ROSALES
LAURA BERGER
HILLARY RAAB
DAVID WENSKE
THOMAS BELL
MICHELLE PYSSEN
MELONI HAGGERTON
LUKE DARILEK
LANDYN TORRES
SCARLETT BROUSSARD

6 BRYAN
FRANCES LAREY
MARY DOWLING
KATHERINE AKIN
DONNA STRICKLAND
DEBORAH MORGAN
BETTY ORSAK
LOCHLIN TAYLOR

To continue to serve our members, we will be printing 
the names for which we do not have addresses on file. 
These lists will be printed by Society. If you know a 
person named on the list, please let them know we need 
to get in touch. As always, the State Office can be 

reached at 1-888-253-2338 or by email at info@kjzt.org

GWENDOLYN WEISER
MARY KRAUSE
JULIA (MIKULIN) PERMENTER
TRUDY KRENEK
KNYCIE (QUITTA) HARBUCK
STEPHANIE PRIHODA
AMELIA DROZD
RONALD ROSPRIM
APRIL MARTIN
ANGELA CHARANZA
M BRANDON BOGAN
KIMBERLY (CHMELAR) 
MARTINSON

7 DUBINA
MARIETTA GOHLKE
CONSTANCE IMES
JEREMY REBECEK

10 FAYETTEVILLE
ANITA BOYER
DONNA FOWLER
JOSHUA HRACHOVY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ASSISTANCE!

No Address Listed

KJZT Family Life
SUPPORTS

  National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Catholic 
education in the United States. Now entering its 49th year, CSW starts the last 
Sunday in January and runs all week. Schools typically observe the week with 
Masses, assemblies and other activities for students, families, parishioners and 
community members to celebrate and congratulate. This year’s theme is again 
“Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.”
  Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strengthening its 
members lives through Catholic faith and community service. Join us in show-
ing your local Catholic school that KJZT Family Life supports them.
  We love to see Societies take part in celebrating Catholic Schools Week!
There are lots of ways to show your neighborhood Catholic School that they 
have the support of KJZT Family Life. COVID-19 brought many changes to a 
normal school day these past few years. Consider purchasing hand sanitizer, 
cleaning products, or other school supplies to donate. The State Office has KJZT 
Family Life pencils just for the kids. Call the State Office for more information.
  This is a great opportunity to show teachers and staff how much they are ap-
preciated with a small gift, donated breakfast/snacks, or anything else you can 
think of! You can put out a few KJZT promotional items as well.
  Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week. Call the State Office to let us know your Society would like to 
participate and we will be happy to assist you.

Contact Us!

1-888-253-2338 or 512-444-9586
www.kjzt.org or info@kjzt.org

KJZT Family Life
PO Box 18896

Austin, TX 78760
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Society News
The Society was 
presented with 

hand-drawn and signed thank you cards from each 
class in Sweet Home School for their $3600 dona-
tion towards the purchase of new playground equip-
ment and future school improvements. Superinten-
dent Michelle Turek and the school board members 
presented the cards to adult society members in ap-
preciation of their generous donation.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Maryann Matusek, Gladys Hermes, 
State Director Joyce Kurtz, and Harvey Matusek. Pictured in back 
are Nathan Wenske, Amy Picha, Lolly Mican, Robin Boswell, 
Johnny Turek, Michelle Turek, and Ray Peagler.

12 Sweet Home The Society held a coffee 
and donuts social for their 

Annual meeting following the 9:30 Mass at Assump-
tion BVM Church on October 9th. Approximately 
40-50 people attended. State Director Betty Vacek 
gave a presentation. Door prizes were awarded.

Pictured in front is Lexie Pape, and behind her are Charlotte An-
del, Frances Vesely, Cecilia French, Carol Vyvial, Helen Andel, 
and Lanoe Macha. Pictured in back is Charlotte Carlson. Not pic-
tured is State Director Betty Vacek.   

43 Ganado The Society held a Bake-
less Bake Sale earlier this 

year under the People Helping People program. It 
was decided that the proceeds from the Bakeless 
Bake Sale be presented to the Hallettsville, Moulton 
and Schulenburg Fire Departments.

Dorothy Henke, Moravia KJZT Secretary is shown presenting Tim 
Koncaba the Fire Chief of the Moulton Fire Department a dona-
tion.

Dorothy S Henke, Secretary and Dolores Janak, Vice President 
are shown presenting Jeff Proske, the Schulenburg Fire Depart-
ment Chief a donation.

Dorothy S Henke, Secretary and Dolores Janak, Vice President 
of the society are shown presenting Stephen Grahmann, Halletts-
ville Fire Department Chief a donation.

44 Moravia

A Society meeting 
was called to order 

at 1 p.m. on August 17th at St. John’s Recreation 
Hall. President Mary Jane Toddy opened the meet-
ing with prayers for members and their families and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  Vice President Helen Wied reported on thank you 
cards received. Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer re-
port and Secretary Rose Rohde read minutes from 
the previous meeting.    
  President Mary Jane Toddy reported on the success 
of the fundraiser for member Lorene Nitschke. The 
society raised $3,400, and the State Office added an 
additional $1,000.  
  President Toddy also reminded members to up-
date their policy information with KJZT. Address 
change, current phone number and beneficiary des-
ignation can make all the difference. Please contact 
the State Office to make these updates.
  The guest speaker was Fayetteville Mayor Stroup.  
He spoke about upcoming events and future plans in 
Fayetteville.
  Veronica Ryza won the attendance prize. After the 
closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned. Lunch 
and bingo followed.

10 Fayetteville

St. Anne’s Society 
No. 10 and St John’s 

Catholic Church Altar Society held a fundraising 
drive together for Lorene Nitschke whose home 
was damaged by fire. The organizations raised over 
$3,000 and the KJZT State Office added $1,000 to 
the donation. Mrs. Nitschke was so honored to re-
ceive this generous gift. 

Pictured (L to R) are Society Treasurer Lois Kaspar, Society Sec-
retary Rose Rohde, Society Vice-President Helen Wied, Lorene 
Nitschke (sitting), KJZT Society President Mary Jane Toddy, and 
Madeline Kovar, Altar Society President.

10 Fayetteville
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St. Mary Star of the Sea 
Society No. 115 hosted 

the District XV Social at St. Michael the Archan-
gel in the Leo Wleczyk Hall. It was well attended 
and everyone enjoyed the delicious meal catered by 
Drew Ryder-On the River and Swamp Shack. Mrs. 
Anne Wick, State Coordinator for Junior Activities, 
expressed appreciation for the junior members; to-
gether they led the pledges and blessing of the food.
  Presenting Alice Drapela with her 75 year mem-
bership pin were Kathy Wishert, Society President 
and State Director, and President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester. Society No. 115 received a Certificate of 
Excellence in recognition of achieving Platinum sta-
tus and also contributed to KJZT Family Life send-
ing $69,304 to Queen of the Holy Rosary Church 
in Hostyn after a gas explosion caused a large fire 
resulting in the “total loss” of the church. 

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Kathy Wishert, pin recipient 
Alice Drapela, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

115 Freeport On September 10th and 11th 
the Wallis KJZT Juniors and 

Senior Societies held  a Feeding Families Bake Sale.  
All proceeds raised will go toward the St Vincent 
de Paul Thanksgiving food disbursement and Austin 
County Meals on Wheels. We would like to thank 
all for their contributions, we couldn’t do it without 
your support.  

Pictured (L to R) are Judith Michulka, Mary Kulhanek, Stanley 
Michulka, Tessie Guenther, Theresa Kulhanek, Eileen Parks and 
Adela Wadephul.

22 Wallis

The Wied Society held a bake 
sale for their community fund-

raiser benefitting the Shiner and Hallettsville public 
libraries.

Pictured (L to R) are Anita Grabarkievtz, Lisa Stock, Mary Ann 
Stock, Monica Peters, Helen Janak, Gussie Kelnar, and Jeanne 
Somerlatte.

53 Wied

This year the Society made dona-
tions to the Shiner Volunteer Fire 

Department, the Shiner Library and the Shiner Po-
lice Department.

Pictured (L to R) are Rita Kurtz, a member of the VFD, and Nancy 
Hodges.

Pictured (L to R) are Allison Nieto, a representative for the Shiner 
Library and Rita Kurtz.

Pictured (L to R) are Allison Nieto, a member of the Shiner Police 
Department, Rita Kurtz, and Nancy Hodges.

5 Shiner

The Society donated $1,235 to 
St. Rose of Lima Catholic School 

on Friday, November 11, 2022. The donation was 
raised through a no bake sale held on Labor Day 
weekend and from matching funds received from 
the KJZT State Office as a community fundraiser 
under the fraternal program.

Pictured (L to R) are Georgia Cerny, Principal Rosanne Gallia, 
and Patricia Masek.

4 Praha

The Society gave out 
Holy Water bottles to pa-

rishioners at St. Monica’s Catholic Church on the 
weekend of August 13th and 14th. The Holy Wa-
ter bottles were blessed by Pastor Rev. Jim Cham-
berlain during Holy Mass and then given out after 
Mass by Society officers Bettie Pagach, Mary Ann 
Seaton, Ann Krenek, and Clara Marak.

48 Cameron
The next issue's deadline is February 15th. 

Please send your submissions by email 
to info@kjzt.org or by mail to: 

Catherine Sylvester, Editor, 
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.

As a quarterly periodical, we publish issues in 
March, June, September and December.
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The Society recently made 
donations to the Sealy Chris-

tian Food Pantry, and to St. Mary’s Catholic Church.

Pictured are members Filothea Eschenburg, Maxine Rudloff, and 
Mickey Ondruch presenting the donation for the Sealy Christian 
Food Pantry to Jane Gipson to assist with their community out-
reach program needs.

Pictured are members Doris Sodolak, Mickey Ondruch, Filothea 
Eschenburg, Maxine Rudloff, Sharlene Havel, and Geraldine 
Hamil presenting a check from the proceeds of their spring March 
Madness fundraiser to Rev. Thuy Nguyen of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church.

29 Frydek The Society donated $500.00 to 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 

Praha on Thursday, November 10, 2022, which was 
matching funds from the KJZT State Office for the 
country store booth held on August 15, 2022.

Pictured (L to R) are Patricia Masek, Father Gabriel Maison, 
Georgia Cerny, Ellene Vrazel, and Tracy Lev.

The Society donated their Fraternal $100 to the St. 
Mary’s CCD Program on Thursday, November 10th.

Pictured (L to R) are Patricia Masek and Father Gabriel Maison.

4 Praha

The Society held their Annual 
Meeting on October 16th after 

Mass. The meeting opened with Our Father, Hail 
Mary for living and deceased members. Pledge to 
the US Flag. All officers were present.
  Secretary Nancy Jasek read the July meeting min-
utes and correspondence from the State Office. 
Treasurer Pat Masek gave a financial report. There 
were no enrollments and no old business.
  New Business: Celebration House food pantry will 
be the recipient of the Feeding Families project. Ap-
proved of Father’s Christmas gift, Catholic Schools 
Week and community group volunteers dues to help 
buy gifts for residents at Oak Manor Nursing Home 
and raffle for Juniors.
  Meetings for 2023 will be February 26th, April 
30th, July 23rd, and December 18th. Officers will 
remain the same. Meeting closed with Memorare.

4 Praha

On October 9, 
2022, St Anne’s 

Society #30 sponsored the Pastry Booth at their An-
nual Parish Bazaar. This was for the People Help-
ing People Program Parish Fund Raiser. The pastry 
stand was filled with items baked by the ladies of the 
society. Everything from cakes, pies, cookies and 
kolaches were donated. Money raised will be used 
for Sanctuary items.

Pictured (L to R) are Kim Tielke, Stacey Lehmann and Pastry Mgr. 
Dee Polak.

Pictured are Martha Viktorin and Janice Polak.

30 East Bernard

The Society donated 
$200.00 to the Vacation 

Bible School this summer at St. Mary’s. The theme 
was Spark Studios. They all had a wonderful time 
learning about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The 
donation helped purchase pizzas for the group.

Pictured are attendees, volunteers and more of the 2022 “Spark 
Studios” Vacation Bible School at St. Mary’s.

27 Caldwell The Society donated $200 to the 
Celebration House Food Pantry on 

Thursday, November 10, 2022. The donation was 
part of the Feeding Families Across Texas program. 
Matching funds from the State Office were included 
in this donation.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Nancy Jasek, President Georgia 
Cerny, Treasurer Patricia Masek, and Pam Cunningham, Julia 
Webster, and Enid Waska, Celebration House representatives.

4 Praha
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Society 130 
observed Flag 

Day by attending Mass followed by a luncheon. 
They read the Flag Day Proclamation signed by the 
Mayor, recited Pledge and sang God Bless America.

Pictured are those who were able to attend.

130 Georgetown

The Society had their 
Mayor sign their Flag 

Day Proclamation on June 14, 2022.

Pictured (L to R standing) are Jailyn Webb, Vivian Jedlicka, Olga 
Anders, Shirley Kaminski, and Jeanette McDaniel. Pictured sitting 
is the Mayor of Needville Sandra Dorr.

49 Needville

The Society had its annual 
pre-Thanksgiving bake 

sale after Mass on Sunday, November 20th. It was a 
big success, selling out all the pastries in just a few 
minutes. Thank you to all who made it a success.

Pictured are the pastries and the members working the bake sale.

28 Frenstat

The Society held a Public Square 
Rosary in honor of the Feast of 

Our Lady of Fatima on Saturday morning, Octo-
ber 15, 2022 in front of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Praha. Praying the rosary together that morning 
were members and officers of the Society and pa-
rishioners of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Praha.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Alfonse, Josephine and Frances 
Kubenka, Robert Lev, Patricia Masek, Betty Patalik and Georgia 
Cerny. Pictured (L to R in back) are Ellene Vrazel and Kathleen 
Svatek. Not pictured is Martin Svatek.

4 Praha

On October 24, 2022, 
Society members 

brought personal items and presented a check for 
$1,000 to the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry in 
Pearland for the Society’s Feeding Families Across 
Texas project.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Marie Stryk, Treasurer Evelyn 
Maresh, Jo Ann Stasny, Sammy Parker, Betty Janecek, SVDP 
President Janet Dutile, Society President Carol Zann, SVDP Vice-
President David Armstrong and SVDP Treasurer Yolanda Capelo.

125 Houston

The Society prepared Thanks-
giving Bags for the elderly and 

shut-ins. The bags were assembled and distributed 
by the society members and juniors.

Pictured are Hailey and Hannah Crawford who helped deliver a 
bag to Evelyn Sinast of Taft. 

118 Taft

West KJZT held their Pre-Thanks-
giving buchta sale on Saturday, 

November 19th at St. Mary’s Parish Center.  A profit 
of $1,166.39 was realized after deducting for ingre-
dients and other expenses.  A $200.00 donation will 
be given to St. Mary’s School Cafeteria for allowing 
us to use their facility.
  Money made from the bake sale is given towards 
many charities: St. Vincent DePaul for food pantry; 
St. Mary’s School, Red-C Radio, EWTN, Commu-
nity projects, gifts for pastors and deacons and for 
scholarships.
  There was a great turnout from members, juniors, 
and their families and others. Stephanie Matous, our 
State Director and her daughter, Mattie were also 
there to help. All the help was very much appreci-
ated.

Pictured is everyone who helped that day.

11 West
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The Society provided 
backpack tags for St. 

Philip’s Catholic School, CCE students. The tags 
were blessed by Father Michael. 

Pictured are Rose Marie Janak, Bettie Konvicka, Pat Sanders, 
Father Michael, Janet Holub, and Betty Parma.

The Society’s parish fundraiser was the country 
store. A matching funds check from the State Office 
was given to Secretary Natalie Trochta. The funds 
were for the Hillje Parish Hall Repairs.

Pictured are Rose Marie Janak, and Natalie Trochta.

The Society worked with Manna Meals as their 
community project.

Pictured are members who worked and presented a donation to 
the food pantry.

72 El Campo The Society made a 
donation for Father 

Samuel’s dad’s funeral in Ghana.

72 El Campo

The Society received a 
certificate of apprecia-

tion from the Cameron Thrift Store. The thrift store 
conducts an annual appreciation luncheon for indi-
viduals, organizations and churches who donate to 
their store. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Seaton, Bettie Pagach, Tom Kelly, 
President of the Cameron Area Christian Services, Ann Krenek 
and Clara Marak.

On September 9th, the Society presented a new U.S. 
Flag to St. Monica’s Catholic Church to replace the 
old one. 

Pictured (L to R) are Ann Krenek, Bettie Pagach, Mary Ann 
Seaton, and Clara Marak.

48 Cameron

The Society made a donation 
to the Bayou Boys to assist 

in their aid for disaster relief in Hazard, Kentucky.

Pictured are Linda Pavlicek, Patricia Maroul, Alexandria Adams, 
and Joel Barrios of Bayou Boys.

85 Damon

The Society presented 
First Holy Communion 

crosses to each of the First Holy Communicants dur-
ing Holy Mass at St. Monica’s Catholic Church.

Pictured in front row are Leonardo Olalde, Mason Vargas, Eden 
Gonzalez, Jesus Salazar and Fatima Jimenez. Pictured in back 
row are Rev. Barry Cuba, Deacon Don Sims, altar servers, and 
teachers.

The Society presented Confirmation Crosses to nine 
confirmands during Holy Mass at St. Monica’s.

Pictured in front are Analy Torres, Melanie Laureano, Jordan Cas-
tillo, Most Rev. Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, Yaretzy Acosta, Krystiana 
Vargas and Brenda Saucedo. Pictured in back are Deacon Don 
Sims, Javier Gonzalez, Adan Contreras, Christopher Staton and 
Pastor Rev. Jim F. Chamberlain.

48 Cameron



special blessing.
  Many people benefitted from this annual commu-
nity fundraiser. Since the sale is held annually, re-
turning workers say it’s like a family reunion as well 
as a spiritual experience.  
  Thanks to our local officers, Helen Metzer, Mel 
Hall, Alisa Zubik, and Liz Zemanek for their orga-
nization, hard work, donations, and participation. 
It is our hope to continue this service, and we wel-
come new members to join us. You may contact Liz 
Zemanek, Secretary and Sales Agent to join KJZT 
by investing in life insurance and annuities at email:  
Lzemanek@suddenlinkmail.com.

Pictured on the day of the sale (L to R in front) are Lourdes 
Gorzycki, Kimberly Zemanek, Dawn Parker, Jennifer Agnello, 
Mel Hall, Liz Zemanek, Nicki Marucci, and Linda Stetz. Pictured 
in middle row are Lydia Mousner, Margarita Gonzales, Loretta 
Lanicek, Janine Barry, Mary Hovorak, Alisa Zubik, Helen Metzer, 
Pam Stetz, Marcia Zemaek, Darby Macha, and Autumn Macha. 
Pictured in back row are Linda Holubec, Cathy Bowers, Elaine 
Kelbly, Molly Herbst, Pat Moss, Linda Yendrey, John Bell, Pauline 
Recek, Irmie Goode, Pat Dworaczyk, Mary Ann Bell, and Dennis 
Macha.

Pictured (L to R) is the Friday Set-up Crew, including: kneeling-  
Helen Metzer, and Mel Hall. Pictured in back are Mary Hovorak, 
Ara Bryan, Casey Bryan, Cruz Gonzales, Elaine Kelbly, Cathy 
Bowers, Liz Zemanek, Linda Stetz, Nicki Marucci, Linda Holubec, 
Pat Moss, Pauline Recek, Alisa Zubik, Irmie Goode, and Linda 
Yendrey.
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On September 15, 2022, nine 
members and friends of KJZT 

Family Life No. 6 in Bryan, attended The Elizabeth 
House Maternity Home fundraising event. The So-
ciety sponsored a table, donating $500.00 and was 
prominently displayed on the first page of the pro-
gram as one of the “Friends of Elizabeth House” 
Sponsors.  
  When Planned Parenthood abortion clinic in Bryan 
was closed by protests and prayers of 40 Days for 
Life participants several years ago, The Elizabeth 
House became open as a free 100% donor-based, 
full-service home for women experiencing a crisis 
pregnancy and up to two of their children under the 
age of six. They are not only a shelter but a program 
that offers women in need a safe environment to live 
while strengthening their interpersonal, parenting, 
educational and job skills.
  The program for the evening included happy hour, 
silent auction, welcome by Emcee Thaddeus Ro-
mansky, opening prayer by Rev. Will Rooney, Asso-
ciate Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Bryan, 
followed by a great dinner. The Executive Director 
Sheera Helms and Program Director Wendy Bald-
win gave Elizabeth House updates and stories of 
women and their children who had been helped at 
the House. With funds from fundraising and addi-
tional donors, The Elizabeth House is now able to 
procure a second home to house women and their 
children.
  The main speaker at the event was Melanie 
Shankle, New York Times bestselling author of sev-
eral books. The program concluded with a monetary 
appeal by Board Member, Shelly Templin, and clos-
ing prayer by Pastor Jason DeVerna. Submitted by: 
Liz Zemanek, Secretary, KJZT No. 6 Bryan

Pictured are State Director/Society President Helen Metzer, Pat 
Moss, Linda Stetz, Nicki Marucci, Linda Holubec, Secretary Liz 
Zemanek, Loretta Lanicek and Treasurer Alisa Zubik. Not pic-
tured are Vice-President Mel Hall and Pam Stetz.

6 Bryan The Society held its 22nd Annual 
Community Fundraiser Garage 

Sale on, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022, at St. 
Joseph Catholic Elementary School after a two-year 
hiatus because of the Covid pandemic. The sale 
was advertised on Catholic Radio KEDC 88.5 FM, 
WTAW Radio 1620 AM, and in the area Catholic 
church bulletins and online notices.
  A hearty thank you to Father Brian Eilers, Pastor of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, and Julia Mishler, Prin-
cipal of St. Joseph Catholic School, for allowing us 
to use the school gym again this year.  
  The sale was a great success, raising $8,500 to ben-
efit St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, Catho-
lic Radio KEDC 88.5 FM, St. Joseph Catholic High 
School Science Department, St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, 40 Days for Life, and The Elizabeth House 
Maternity Home in Bryan-College Station.
  Thanks to KJZT member Fred Wenck, owner of 
AccuPrint Graphics and Printing in Bryan, for the 
advertisement banner and gym and street signs.  
  Over 75 active members, parishioners and friends 
helped work the sale, setting up tables and clothes 
racks, unloading, organizing, sorting and pricing.  
On the day of sale, volunteers supervised the aisles 
and worked as cashiers, sackers, and loaders. Set up 
were “specialty” booths like Jewelry & Nearly New 
Items and a Sports department. The Gym was cat-
egorized into areas for small furniture & appliances, 
tools, clothing, kitchen & glassware, electronics, 
flowers, crafts, pictures, toys & games, books, mu-
sic & office, shoes, bags, caps & hats. The large fur-
niture, large items, and live plants were set up out-
side. This year, the fee for Deputy Tony Piccolo was 
donated by Helen Metzer so the sale atmosphere 
would be much safer for everyone. Most members 
and workers wore KJZT FAMILY LIFE tee-shirts 
to advertise and to distinguish each other from the 
crowd. Items left after the sale were picked up by 
and donated to the Twin City Mission in Bryan.  
  We treated our volunteers to lunch with refresh-
ments on Monday. Thanks to Janine Barry, science 
teacher at St. Joseph Catholic High School, for help-
ing set up a lunchroom and donating drinks, chips 
and desserts to go with pizza. Janine also led the 
volunteers in prayer before the sale began, asking 
God for safety and success. Associate Pastor at St. 
Joseph’s, Father Will Rooney, came by the gym on 
Sunday afternoon, bought some items, and gave a 

6 Bryan
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On November 6th the Wallis 
KJZT Society made and dis-

tributed sixty baskets for local shut-ins and needy 
families.

Pictured (L to R) are Anthony Kellner, Mary and Eugenia Kul-
hanek, Stanley and Judith Michulka, Stephaniah Phillips and Ad-
ela Wadephul. Not pictured is John Wadephul.

22 Wallis

The Society held a 
Christmas Social for 

its members on December 4, 2022.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Renee Hardt, Jennifer 
Hoffmann, Mary Ann Pavliska, Mayor Alice Summers and State 
Director Joyce Kurtz.

2 Hallettsville The Society present-
ed a check to Bazaar 

Chairman, Paul Viktorin.

Pictured (L to R) are Betty Blaha, VP Society 69, Katherine 
Karisch, President, presenting check to Paul Viktorin, St. Paul Ba-
zaar Chairman along with Deacon Bernard Meuth, and member 
Elizabeth Kahanek.

Pictured (L to R) with the elected 2023 officers are Carmen 
Hoskins, Theresa Zetka (Secretary), and Kathie Gail Courteman-
che. Pictured (L to R sitting) are Elizabeth Kahanek, Betty Blaha 
(Vice President). Katherine Karisch (President), and Rebecca 
Dawson (Treasurer).

69 Smithville

Society 31 of La 
Grange had its 113th 

Anniversary in November 2022; and on Nov. 14th, 
the annual social and meeting was held at Sealand 
Restaurant in La Grange at 4:30 p.m. President 
Elizabeth Kallus called the meeting to order and led 
opening prayers for members especially remember-
ing Willa Mae Musgrove who recently passed away. 
  Pledges to the US and Texas flags were recited, 
reading of August 15th minutes was dispensed, 
Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, a bill was 
approved for payment, and Secretary Marilyn Koth-
mann read State Office correspondence. 
  Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments report by 
VP Joy Kovar showed one special birthday, one 
sympathy, and one anniversary by Society #31, and 
21 enrollments by individuals. One cheer card was 
sent. The deceased member was remembered with a 

31 La Grange

Mass intention. Kallus gave the publicity and KJZT 
Traveling Unity Rosary reports.  
  Unfinished business, Treasurer Eilert was able to 
attend the District V officer planning meeting on 
September 24th at Robert’s Steakhouse in Flatonia 
that was hosted by State Director Joy Kovar.   
  New business discussed was the State Christmas 
gifts for seminarians, Catholic School donation 
form, participation in Catholic Schools Week to be 
held January 29 – February 4, sending a welcome 
card to new KJZT State Chaplain Fr. Jared Cook, 
and election of 2023 Society No. 31 officers with 
current officers being re-elected. 
  District IV and V State Director Joy Kovar talk-
ed about criteria for platinum status 2023, nativity 
cards for the Advent season, and the officer meeting 
she hosted. 
  Attendance prize was won by Roy Kovar and the 
meeting closed with the Memorare Prayer and then 
the annual supper was enjoyed. All in attendance re-
ceived a gift of appreciation.

Enjoying the annual social of Society No. 31 La Grange on No-
vember 14th were from left, Otillie Matocha, Chad Kulhanek, Jim 
Kothmann, Roy Kovar, Rose Recek, John Eilert, Barbara Eilert, 
Elizabeth Kallus, Joy Kovar, Marilyn Kothmann, Doris Lidiak, Pat 
Wagner, Barbara Brauner, Phyllis Chavarria, Susie Kulhanek, and 
Ben Chovanec. 

Society #28,  St. Cecilia of 
Frenstat has been busy tak-

ing care of their end-of-the-year community service.

Pictured are Treasurer Marcella Franzetti and President Barbara 
Tutt presenting a check to S.A.A.M.’s Ministries.

The Society also presented a check to the Brazos 
Valley Food Bank in Caldwell at their annual food 
drive.

Pictured are Treasurer Marcella Franzetti, Vice-President Ber-
nadette Polansky, Secretary Margaret Polansky and President 
Barbara Tutt.

28 Frenstat



Christmas Fruit Balls 
In Memory Of Georgia Edar,
Society No. 99 Baytown

1 lb. chopped dates
1 lb. chopped candied cherries
1 lb. chopped candied pineapple
2 cup chopped nuts
1 (15 oz) condensed milk
1 pkg. coconut

Combine all ingredients except half of the coconut. 
Mix and chill. Roll in small balls in coconut. Makes 
5-6 dozen.

Wreath Roll
In Memory Of Junell Strakos, 
Society No. 5 Shiner

¼ cup warm water
6 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. Salt
2 cans filling (any kind you want)
Cherries
¾ cup milk, scalded
⅓ cup shortening
3-4 cups flour, sifted
Powdered sugar
Pecans

Dissolve yeast in warm water. Scald milk and pour 
over shortening, sugar and salt. When mixture cools 
to lukewarm, add the dissolved yeast and some of 
the flour, and beat until smooth. Add the remaining 
flour until soft dough is formed. Knead about 5 min, 
place dough in a greased bowl until it rises to double 
its size. Take dough out and roll until a ¼ in. thick. 
After you have rolled it out, spread both cans of fill-
ing on it. Roll up and shape into a wreath. Slit top 
of roll. Let rise for 30 min. Bake on a greased pan at 
325 for 35 min or until done. Glaze with powdered 
sugar icing while still warm. Decorate with pecans 
and cherries as desired.

  The Society was honored with one of the highest 
sponsor tables, donating at the $3,500 level through 
their recent “Community Fundraiser Garage Sale”.  
The event program prominently listed KJZT FAM-
ILY LIFE, St. Elizabeth Society KJZT #6, as a main 
sponsor at two tables. Attending were Helen Metzer, 
Liz Zemanek, Mel Hall, Alisa Zubik, Linda Holu-
bec, Mary Ann Bell, Dawn Parker, Loretta Lanicek, 
Elaine Kelbly, Linda Yendrey, Lorraine Roesler, and 
Carl Roesler; and guests: Ramona Roesler, Janine 
Barry, Matthew Barry, and Russell Metzer.
  Following the opening prayer and blessing, a deli-
cious dinner was served. All tables were decorated 
with Catholic Bibles in the center, different coffee 
cups and mugs for each person, and our sponsor 
name card.
  Following the meal, the main speaker was Fr. Rich-
ard Simon. He jokingly refers to himself as “Rever-
end Know-It-All.” He is the host of “Fr. Simon Says” 
on Relevant Radio. On this night, he covered a lot 
of ground and had a question/answer period, recom-
mending reading C. S. Lewis’ “The Four Loves”.
  The RED-C (Religious Education for the Domes-
tic Church) Catholic Radio reports were given by 
Dennis Macha, President and Thaddeus Romansky, 
General Manager/Emcee for the evening. New ex-
pansion of Catholic radio stations in Texas are be-
ing considered and planned.  RED-C Radio studios 
operate through offices in the St. Mary’s Catholic 
Center in College Station.  
  Robin Romansky gave an update on the new Vic-
tory Sports, ground-breaking competitive sports 
leagues for youths of local parishes. Since 2021, 
Victory Sports has been successful and growing.
  During the dinner, Bible door prizes were awarded.  
The event was the largest attended dinner to date. 
Submitted by: Liz Zemanek, Secretary/Reporter, 6 Bryan

Pictured (L to R) are Dawn Parker, Elaine Kelbly, Janine Barry, 
Helen Metzer, Linda Holubec, Alisa Zubik, and Liz Zemanek.
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Students of St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in West collected over 

1450 items for the Church of The Assumption Food 
Pantry, which is sponsored by the West KJZT # 11.  
The items were presented by the 8th graders after 
Mass on Thursday, November 17th to KJZT mem-
bers.

Front Row (left to right): Audrey Kubacak, Jillian Mason, Olivia 
Janek, Joel Lucas, and Amberly Payne; second row (L to R) The-
resa Plsek, Ericka Sammon (Principal), Dorene Soukup, Derek 
Neill, Donovan Lowe, Ryker Parrish, Lillian Bohannon, Mary Kal-
lus , Dolores Sykora, Toni Snapka, Elizabeth Vanek; Back row – 
Betty Kostecka, Agnes Lamere, Angie Hovde and Mary Ann Stone

11 West

The Society raised $8,500 at their 
Community Fundraiser Garage 

Sale. Donations from the proceeds were given to 
many organizations.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Helen Metzer, Mel Hall, and Alisa 
Zubik. Pictured (L to R in middle) are Liz Zemanek, Principal Julia 
Mishler of St. Joseph Catholic School, and Father Will Rooney of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church. Pictured (L to R in back) are Lis Soto 
of 40 Days for Life and Elizabeth House Maternity Home, Janine 
Barry of St. Joseph Catholic High School, and Executive Director 
Dennis Macha of Red-C Catholic Radio and a KJZT member.

6 Bryan

 Several members and guests of 
KJZT No. 6 in Bryan attended the 

RED-C Catholic Radio Annual Benefit Dinner on 
the evening of November 17, 2022, at the Brazos 
Center in Bryan.  The theme of the event was “OPEN 
THE BIG BOOK ON THE COFFEE TABLE.”  

6 Bryan

Sharing Our Best
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	 Madison Murphy is the first-place winner of the first Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas essay contest. Stu-
dents were required to write about St. Ludmila and how she influenced the time and place in which she lived, compared 
her struggles to modern society, and discussed St. Ludmila as a role model. (Ludmila was the first Catholic martyr on 
Slavic soil). Madison is a senior in Abbott High School in Abbott, Texas, attends Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church and is a member of KJZT Society No. 104.  Her winning essay follows.

St. Ludmila - A Modern Day Inspiration
By Madison Murphy 

	 As a child raised in the Catholic faith, I heard the heroic life stories of many saints at a young age.   The idea that a person would die for their faith and 
be martyred has always fascinated me. I feel that I have a close relationship with God but could not imagine what I would do if placed in a life-or-death situation.  
Having a strong foundation in your faith allows you to have the courage to stand up for God and be willing to die for that belief.  That is exactly what St. Ludmila 
did.  After spending most of her life advocating as a Christian, she was murdered while serving the LORD in prayer. The role St. Ludmila played in the inception 
of Christianity makes her a wonderful role model for Catholics today. 
	 St. Ludmila was born in circa 860 in Melnik, in central Bohemia. She married Borivoj at age 14, and together they were the first Czech rulers to be baptized 
Christians.  It is believed they were baptized by St. Methodius in 871.  As their faith continued to grow, they became known as the first Catholic leaders of the 
Czech lands and built the first church near Prague. Initially, they faced push back from the pagans and had to flee the country but were later recalled into power. 
After Borivoj’s death, the title of king was passed first to their son Spytihnev and then to his brother Vratislav.  Vratislav married Drahomira, who was not a true 
Christian but instead favored paganism.  They had two sons, Wenceslaus and Boleslaus.  Wenceslaus was raised by his grandmother Ludmila and brought up in the 
Christian faith, while Boleslaus was brought up by his pagan mother.   This caused a great tension between the two ladies as Drahomira did not like the influence 
Ludmila had on Wenceslaus, who was heir to the throne.  Fearing her daughter in law, St. Ludmila retired to a castle in Tetin, Bohemia and spent her days serving 
the poor, praying and sharing her faith.  After the death of Vratislav, Drahomira seized power as Wenceslaus was not yet old enough to ascend the throne.  She 
worked hard to put an end to Christianity but Ludmila did not allow this to deter her.  She remained resolute to continuing the formation of her grandson.   Dra-
homira’s jealousy and hatred became so powerful that she sent two men to murder St. Ludmilla. On September 16, 920, St. Ludmila was strangled to death with 
her own veil while praying at the altar of a church in Tetin, Bohemia.  She was buried at St. Michael’s church in Tetin where it is said numerous miracles began to 
happen.  She was canonized a saint shortly after her death and her feast day is September 16th. 
	 St. Ludmila used her influence as an outlet to spread the Catholic faith. She helped to convert many people to Catholicism by organizing missions of 
monks to preach to the people and constructed the first church in Bohemia. Being a very intelligent women, St. Ludmila looked to the future and requested to raise 
her grandson, Wenceslaus so she could instill in him a strong Catholic faith.  This paid off as Wencelslaus stayed true to his upbringings, and was soon referred to 
as a model Christian monarch.  One of the first things Wencelslaus did as king was exile his mother and brother and have his grandmother’s remains moved to the 
Church of St George’s in Prague.  Wencelslaus was also canonized a saint after his death.  
St. Ludmila faced many hardships throughout her life, but she did not allow this to waver her beliefs.  She was persecuted by the pagans after becoming one of the 
first leaders to accept Christianity and the Catholic faith.   Although she and her husband briefly had to flee, this did not stop her from trying to convert the Slavic 
people and when power was returned they worked with priests and monks to continue to spread the good news of the Lord.  Being persecuted for your faith is still 
a struggle in our modern society.  In a time that we are supposed to have freedom of religion, we are often persecuted as Catholics for our beliefs on abortion, ho-
mosexuality, the death penalty and euthanasia. It can be difficult and scary to stand up for what we believe and often it is easier simply stay quiet.  This is leading 
to our society overwhelmingly accepting these practices.  Although we may not be able to change our world as one person, we can make a difference if we stand 
together.  We should follow in St. Ludmila’s footsteps to overcome this persecution by standing firm in our beliefs, honoring God and what the Bible teaches and 
serving others selflessly.  Another struggle that St. Ludmila faced that is often present in today’s society is conflict and division in the family.  Increasing numbers 
of marriages are ending in abandonment of family unity and leaving children left to cope with the aftermath.  For this reason, many grandparents make it their 
goal to become strong influences in their grandchildren’s lives and to help raise them.  Many grandparents today are following St. Ludmila’s example to keep the 
family united and share their Christian beliefs with the future generations.  
	 The values of St. Ludmila I admire the most are her generosity and commitment to serving God.  In our modern day society full of busy schedules, smart 
phones and the internet making God a priority can be a challenge.  I aspire to strengthen my relationship with God by setting aside time each day to read from the 
Bible and also keeping a journal where I communicate with God all of my feelings good and bad.  This allows me to have an intimate relationship with God where 
I embrace him as a friend.  I also try to follow the virtue of generosity by giving my time to others through volunteer work and making sure I visit the many elderly 
people in my life that are lonely. 
	 St. Ludmila is a wonderful role model for Catholics today because she served the Lord and shared the Catholic faith with her people. She faced persecu-
tion, but remained steadfast in her goal to share her faith and served the poor until she was martyred. St. Ludmila had a large influence on the people she shared 
the Good News with and continues to inspire people who hear her story for generations to come.
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Applications for Scholarships 
are now available 

and due February 1, 2023.
KJZT Family Life scholarship applications for the year of 
2023 are now available. Written requests for applications 
must be made by the student in one of the following ways:

Mail:  PO Box 18896,  Austin, Texas 78760-8896  
Fax:  512.444.6887 

Email:  info@kjzt.org

To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a junior 
member in good standing for at least one year. Scholarships 
are available to high school graduates who are planning to 
attend college and current college students. The Fraternal 
also offers scholarships to members who are planning to 
attend or are currently attending a technical or vocational 
school full time. 

Any questions, contact the State Office at 1.888.253.2338.

  It is almost time to start to choose what KJZT 
Family Life activities that you will try to attend 
in 2023. Along with preparations for the holidays, 
including KJZT activities, it is the perfect time to 
make sure you are ready for all that is ahead.
  Scholarship applications are now available for 
our Junior members. Junior members are encour-
aged to request an application from the State Of-
fice which needs to be completed and returned by 
February 1, 2023.  

  Next year, Camp Guardian Angel is scheduled for Sunday, June 25th through 
Wednesday, June 28th at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. The cost of camp 
is $240.00 per person. In the last few years we have reached our limit with the 
number of campers the camp can accommodate. Once we have reached capac-
ity the campers will be put on a waiting list. The campers can sell raffle tickets 
to help with the cost of camp and these will be mailed out as soon as possible.
  Other events to look forward to are District Socials and Family Fun Day in 
which more information will be published in future Journals. Looking forward 
to seeing you there.
  The Point and Merit forms and other updated information for the new year are 
in the process of being mailed to the Junior Directors. Please send in all activity 
forms for your society.
  We are awfully proud of our juniors of our organization for their participation 
in our activities throughout the year. We appreciate them taking part in Camp 
Guardian Angel, at District Socials, Family Fun Day, and other events such as 
fundraisers, and meetings.
  A special Congratulations to the three junior members who placed in the Czech 
Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) Youth Essay Contest. They are: 1st place 
- Madison Murphy of Abbott Society No. 104; 2nd place – Julia Machacek of 
Moulton Society No. 14; and 3rd place – Preston Pustejovsky of Abbott Society 
No. 104. 
  KJZT Family Life is a great organization in which our Junior members can par-
ticipate in Spiritual, Community Service, and Fundraising Projects. I would like 
to encourage the societies who do not have an active Junior Society, and others, 
to join our active Juniors. If anyone is interested, please let me know and I will 
be happy to assist you. For your information, all Junior Directors or anyone who 
is working with the Juniors, must be certified under the Safety Environment of 
our Children Program.
  Now is a great time for exploring the great benefits of KJZT Family Life. Let’s 
share with one another our experiences and ideas for the benefit and growth of 
our fraternal. Thank you to all the Juniors, Junior Directors, and parents for all 
that you do in the fraternal and for all your efforts. May the good Lord continue 
to Bless you throughout the Christmas Season and in the New Year.
  May you all have a wonderful and joyous Christmas Season and a Blessed, 
Healthy and Happy New Year.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities
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Junior News
As their summer char-
ity project, junior members 

donated non-perishable food items to the local food 
pantry, Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries. They also 
had the opportunity to tour the facility and learn 
about the many ways the organization serves the lo-
cal community. 

Pictured are (front row L to R): Izzy Haferkamp, Lucas Haferkamp, 
Audrey Pustejovsky, Carleen Harris (of HIM), Samuel Kolar, Molly 
Lucas and Joel Lucas; (second row) Allison Pustejovsky, Ally 
Hanaway, Grayson Pustejovsky, Madison Lucas, Paxton Puste-
jovsky, Will Gerik and David DeBenedictis; (back row) Johnny 
Pustejovsky, Preston Pustejovsky and Ryan Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

On August 14th the Wal-
lis KJZT #22 held their  

Annual Mass for Living and Deceased Members. 
The juniors and a few of the senior members sang 
a few Czech songs for the occasion. They sang 
Krasna jsi Maria, Zdravas Maria Bozi Rodicko and 
Andele Bozi. 

Pictured singing are Rebecca Colson, Stephaniah Phillips, and 
Joleen Phillips. Not pictured are Lucille Mieth, Adela and John 
Wadephul, and Eileen Parks.

22 Wallis

On September 
10, the junior 

society removed and disposed of trash, old discol-
ored flowers and broken items at St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Cemetery. They held a short meeting to 
discuss upcoming picnic fundraiser and donations to 
local programs for the needy or hungry.

Pictured left to right:  Junior director soc . 12, Diana Jurena, Kayla 
Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz, Madelyn Kurtz, Alex Jurena, Darren Jurena.

On November 22, the Juniors presented Manna 
Food Pantry in Hallettsville with a $400 donation.

Adults pictured were Manna Food Pantry representatives. Juniors 
from left to right: Darren Jurena, Alex Jurena, Kayla Kurtz, Mad-
elyn Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz.

The Junior Society presented Msgr. John Peters of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Hallettsville with a 
$75 donation for the St. Nicholas Ministry.  

Pictured from left to right:  Alex Jurena, Kenzie Kurtz, Kayla Kurtz, 
Msgr. John Peters of Sacred Heart Church of Hallettsville, Mad-
elyn Kurtz, and Darren Jurena.

12 Sweet Home Society 16, Ennis, juniors spon-
sored several games at the St. 

John Nepomucene parish bazaar. Grandmother, 
Sherry Vrana, accompanied Ennis juniors Eli Gil-
burt and Kolton Vrana, as they sold 50/50 raffle 
tickets to parishioners. Ennis junior Ruth Mikula, 
was ready to play the Odd/Even game at the St. John 
parish bazaar.

  Setting up the tables was parents Jeanine Payne 
and Amber Vrana, with Cameron Mikula who was 
ready to work. 

Parent Dianna Cline, accompanied Ennis juniors, 
Casen Cline, Cooper Cline, and Cameron Mikula, 
as they sold beads for the Odd/Even game.

The Juniors presented their pastor, Father John 
Dick, a matching funds check for the parish bazaar. 
The juniors sponsored three games at the 2022 St. 
John Nepomucene Bazaar.

Pictured are: back row- Fa-
ther John, Ruthie Mikula, Joan 
Johnson, Sam Waedekin, Kate-
lyn Flores, Jose Flores. Front 
row (standing)-Kolby Flores 
and Kendall Flores. Front row 
(babies)-Lottie Mikula, Kollins 
Flores and Korleigh Flores.

16 Ennis
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On Sept. 10, 2022 Jrs came to-
gether and put together shelv-

ing that was purchased with People Helping People 
funds. The shelves were multi-purpose. They were 
used for Coke Ring stand during the picnic and then 
moved into the church for shelving to hold altar 
flowers. They worked out perfectly.

Pictured (L to R) are Reporter Adison Dach, Treasure Cade Hub-
nik, Cutter Hubnik, V-Pres. Chase Hubnik and Pres. Bryce Giv-
ens.

On Dec. 4, Marak Jr’s had a No Bake/Bake Sale and 
raised $2,527.00 for a youth member at our Parish. 
He is not present in the picture due to being in the 
hospital. He is undergoing cancer treatments at this 
time. The Jr’s were very excited to do this fundraiser 
for this family. They are active in our parish family 
and he is an altar server. He is a sophomore in High 
School and very active in school programs. Thank 
God we have the program at KJZT  that will match 
Disaster funds raised up to $1,000.00. Thank You 
KJZT Family Life.

Pictured are Treasurer Cade Hubnik presenting the check to the 
family of Brady Barton.

21 MarakOn November 30, 2022, 
the KJZT Juniors of St. 

Theresa Society No. 14 decorated the St. Joseph 
Church Parish Christmas tree. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Adaline Appelt and Delane Appelt.
Pictured (L to R in back) are Cassy Appelt, John Appelt, Julia 
Machacek, and Mary Ann Rother.

14 Moulton

Marak Soc.#21 Jr’s with 
Santa & Father RanJan Cle-

tus celebrating the season. Jr’s also gave Father a 
Christmas gift.

Pictured are Junior members with Santa and Father.

21 Marak

The Wallis KJZT Jr. and Sr. 
Feeding Families Bake Sale 

and matching funds from the KJZT Family Life 
State Office were delivered to Austin County Meals 
on Wheels and to the Guardian Angel’s St Vincent 
de Paul Society. The bake sale was held in Septem-
ber and the donations were given prior to Thanks-
giving to help the needy families in the community.  
We would like to thank all who helped by donating 
and purchasing from us.

At top: Pictured at Meals on Wheels donation are Ramona Bane-
gas (Meals on Wheels member), Adela Wadephul, Stephaniah 
Phillips, Cookie Curry (Meals on Wheels member), and Rebecca 
Colson. At bottom: Pictured for the St Vincent de Paul donation 
are Adela Wadephul, Stephaniah Phillips, and Rebecca Colson. 
No representative from SVdP was available for the picture.

22 Wallis

The Damon Juniors donated 
a canned food basket from 

donations from Junior members. This was for the 
Damon Volunteer Fire Department Fundraiser.

Pictured are Junior members with the basket donation.

85 Damon
At the Society Christmas 
party, there were crafts avail-

able for anyone to do. 

Pictured getting ready to do their craft are Macie Velasco, Lydia 
Hagan, The Grinch, Taryn, and Hayley Roth.

85 Damon
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Bryson Hejl is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Patrick and Tara Hejl.

Bowen Hejl is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Patrick and Tara Hejl.

Revel Jean-Ryan Diviney is a new member of So-
ciety No. 23 Hostyn. She is the daughter of Sayla 
Surman and the great-granddaughter of Irene Janda.

KJZT Family Life Attends Heritage Festivals
On September 25, 2022, the 59th Annual Sts. Cyril & Methodius Slavic Heri-
tage Festival was held in Houston, Texas. KJZT hosted a table that offered free 
popcorn, KJZT freebies, and brochures. Attendees could also spin the prize 
wheel to win a KJZT promotional item. Thank you to those who attended and 
represented KJZT Family Life.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Helen Metzer, members Pam Stetz and Lydia Mousner of KJZT Society 
No. 6 Bryan, and State Director Kathy Wishert. Pictured standing in back is State Office employee Ac-
counting and Finance Manager Karch Kaspar.

On Saturday, October 15, 2022, the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center 
in La Grange held its Heritage Festival & Muziky. KJZT hosted a booth for 
pumpkin painting and prizes. It was definitely fun for all!

At left: Pictured (L to R) are State Office employee Liz Hernandez, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, 
State Director Betty Vacek, and Sales Agent John McDermott.
At right: Pictured are kids enjoying the pumpkin painting and expressing their creativity. There were many 
pumpkins painted and not any two were alike.
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Harper Ann Guentert is a new member of Society 
No. 65 Holman. She is the daughter of Rachel Guen-
tert, granddaughter of Linda Besetzny, and great-
granddaughter of Janie Neiser, all of 65 Holman.

Walker Scott Rosenauer is a new member of So-
ciety No. 111 Edna. He is the son of Jonathan and 
Taylor Rosenauer. Walker has a brother, Wesley. 
Walker’s grandmother is Kathleen Rigney and his 
great-grandparents, Charles and Mary Sheblak, are 
all members of Society No. 111 Edna.

Hadley Jean Lenderman is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 49 Needville. She is the daughter of John 
and Ashlen Lenderman. Hadley is a 4th generation 
KJZT member: mother Ashlen, grandmother Barba-
ra Smolik, and great-grandmother Olga Anders are 
all members.

Emersyn K Mathews is a new member of Society 
No. 23 Hostyn. She is the daughter of Will and 
Brooke Mathews and the great-granddaughter of 
Irene Janda.

Zoey Grace Gerik is a new member of Society No. 
104 Abbott. She is the daughter of Denton and Mor-
gan Gerik.

Welcome
to

KJZT
Family

Life
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE
“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  SANDRA (SCHRIEFER) MCCORD		  11/11/2021		  67
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ANITA (BARCAK) ETZLER			   9/9/2022			  80
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 MARY JOSEPHINE MLADENKA		  7/27/2022		  90
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 MARY (STRAUSS) KLOESEL			   8/23/2022		  82
5	 SHINER		  MILTON J CHUMCHAL				   3/6/2022			  89
6	 BRYAN			  CECELIA (VALENTA) HORST			   8/13/2022		  95
6	 BRYAN			  TERESA (LUZA) HORN				    10/18/2022		  94
11	 WEST			   CLARA (JERABEK) CARTER			   9/16/2022		  98
11	 WEST			   HELEN (URBANOVSKY) LENART		  9/13/2022		  89
11	 WEST			   PATRICIA (STANISLAV) NIEMI			   8/24/2022		  63
16	 ENNIS			   AGNES (MARUSAK) PRACHYL			  5/12/2021		  88
16	 ENNIS			   JOHNNY JOSEPH SLOVAK			   10/5/2022		  87
16	 ENNIS			   LEONA (VALEK) HONZA			   10/2/2022		  92
16	 ENNIS			   LUCY (JURICEK) HONZA			   9/16/2022		  89
19	 TAYLOR		  CYNTHIA (MIKULENCAK) STEFFENS		  9/5/2022			  69
19	 TAYLOR		  FLOYD RAY HEJL SR				    10/25/2022		  74
20	 CISTERN		  MARCELLA (OTAHAL) TEAGUE		  11/17/2022		  80
21	 MARAK		  BERNADINE (KESSLER) GOONAN		  9/25/2022		  89
21	 MARAK		  PAUL JOE ZUCHA JR				    8/9/2022			  83
22	 WALLIS		  BENJAMIN JOE UHYREK			   9/17/2022		  91
22	 WALLIS		  ERWIN WILKE					     9/20/2022		  86
22	 WALLIS		  GEORGIE (KANAK) WELCH			   7/27/2022		  84
22	 WALLIS		  HELEN (MELNAR) ONDRUCH			   7/24/2022		  88
22	 WALLIS		  KAREN MARCELLA HUNDL			   7/21/2019		  53
22	 WALLIS		  WILMA (PROCHASKA) KULCAK		  10/21/2022		  81
23	 HOSTYN		  ALICE (GAERTNER) ZEZULA			   7/26/2022		  88
28	 FRENSTAT		  ALICE (SCHOPPE) WISNIEWSKI			  10/29/2022		  94
30	 EAST BERNARD	 DENICE (KUCERA) MALOTA			   9/26/2021		  56
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ELIZABETH (PAVLOVSKY) BROD		  10/12/2022		  82
30	 EAST BERNARD	 JOSIE (BARTOS) MICAN			   9/15/2022		  98
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ROSALIE (KANAK) MILLSAP			   8/19/2022		  82
31	 LA GRANGE		  DOROTHY (JANDA) JANACEK			   7/9/2022			  91
32	 HOUSTON		  EUDORA IJEOMA EGBUE			   7/20/2022		  89
32	 HOUSTON		  VIOLA DOBECKA KOCIAN			   2/13/2022		  97
38	 SAN ANTONIO		  SUSAN KATHRYN HUBBERT			   11/26/2021		  66
43	 GANADO		  CURTIS ANTHONY LIBERDA			   8/14/2022		  66
43	 GANADO		  GENEVIEVE (TROJCAK) SUPAK		  10/23/2022		  79
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 EDNA (KLEPAC) DEVANEY			   10/21/2022		  74
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 HELEN (POLASEK) DECKER			   9/17/2022		  85
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARTIN RAYMOND STEINMETZ		  3/30/2022		  70
47	 INDUSTRY		  BARBARA (VESELKA) DAVIS			   5/27/2017		  80
49	 NEEDVILLE		  EMMA (PRIHODA) HORKY			   10/1/2022		  91
49	 NEEDVILLE		  R DARRELL MITCHELL 			   7/20/2022		  91
49	 NEEDVILLE		  WILLIAM OTTO EICKMANN			   7/4/2022			  81
59	 FORT WORTH		  MARY (KRIVANEK) SALADIN			   2/16/2022		  51
60	 CROSBY		  ANGELINE MARY BURNS			   10/16/2022		  90
60	 CROSBY		  MARGARET (DUGAT) SIKORA			   9/7/2022			  85
72	 EL CAMPO		  MILDRED (PESEK) JANDA			   9/30/2022		  77
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77	 ROSENBERG		  ADELLE ANDERS				    8/7/2022			  88
77	 ROSENBERG		  BETTY (PRASATIK) BRIETZKE			  8/28/2022		  80
77	 ROSENBERG		  ELEANOR (STAVINOHA) ERNEST		  9/24/2022		  97
77	 ROSENBERG		  JANIE (CERNOCH) SITKA			   9/24/2022		  86
89	 SINTON		  LOUISE (VANECEK) MARCAK			   8/1/2022			  75
100	 BAY CITY		  HATTIE (CYKALA) ANDEL			   9/11/2022		  90
101	 VICTORIA		  MARLENE JOAN KORENEK			   8/14/2022		  89
108	 DALLAS		  HELEN MARGARET PETTER			   10/24/2022		  79
108	 DALLAS		  LILLIAN (BACEK) HLAVENKA			   8/17/2022		  98
114	 HOUSTON		  READE (STEWART) JACKSON			   9/26/2022		  86
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 BARBARA L WYMORE				   4/12/2022		  49
124	 TEXAS CITY		  NOEL JAMES LAYER				    8/29/2022		  49
144	 BELTON		  DONALD WAYNE WHITE			   10/26/2022		  74

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.“In Memoriam”

Fruit Cake Cookies
By Henrietta Nevlud,
Society No. 101 Victoria

½ cup brown sugar
2 tsp. soda
½ tsp. ground cloves
4 oz. candied cherries
1 ½ Tbsp. sweet milk
½ tsp. nutmeg
4 oz. candied pineapple
2 eggs, slightly beaten
½ tsp. cinnamon
3 cups chopped pecans
¼ cup butter/margarine
1 ½ cup flour
4 Tbsp. fruit juice
1 box (8 oz) pitted dates, chopped

Cream together the sugar and butter. 

S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T
If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 

with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include your please send them in to the State Office. Please include your 

phone number in case we have any questions.phone number in case we have any questions.
Add beaten eggs. Dredge all fruit in 
about ½ cup of flour. Sift togethering 
remaining flour, soda and spices. Add 
to the creamed mixture. Add sweet 
milk and juice (maraschino cherry is 
especially good). However, additional 
milk may be substituted. Next, add 
dredged fruit and pecans. Drop by tea-
spoon on a greased cookie sheet and 
bake in a 300 oven for 20 min. Makes 
about 7 dozen cookies.

Eggnog
In Memory of Evelyn Pavliska,
Society No. 2 Hallettsville

12 eggs
2 cups sugar
½ cup or more whiskey
1 pint whipped cream/large Cool Whip

Beat egg whites stiff. Cream egg yolks. 
Add sugar and beat well. Add whiskey 
to egg mixture. Add whipped cream/
Cool Whip to egg yolk mixture. Last, 
fold in the stiffly beaten egg whites.

Holiday Punch
By Martha Sitka,
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s

4 cups sugar
4 cups water
4 cans (46 oz) pineapple juice
12 cans Mountain Dew
2 small containers lime sherbet
Crushed ice

Mix sugar and water until dissolved. 
Add pineapple juice and Mountain 
Dew. Mix, then add sherbet and let 
melt some. Add crushed ice and pour 
into clear glasses. Serves 50. 

Cornflake Kisses
By Irene Bohac, Soc. No. 85 Damon &
Lucy Lednicky, Soc. No. 24 Ammannsville

2 egg whites
1 cup coconut
2 cups cornflakes
1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup sugar

Beat egg whites until stiff, gradually 
adding sugar. Then add cornflakes, co-
conut and vanilla. Drop by a teaspoon 
on a baking sheet. Bake at 300 until 
golden brown. Variation: Three egg 
whites, 1 cup nuts and 3 cups corn-
flakes. Bake at 200 for an hour. Makes 
about 30 kisses.

Sugar Cookies
By Della Jurica of Shiner

½ cup butter
½ cup shortening
1 cup sugar
2 ¼ cup flour
½ tsp. Baking powder
½ tsp. Soda
1 egg
1 Tbsp. vanilla
Pinch of salt

In a mixing bowl, cream shortening, 
butter and sugar; add egg and vanilla. 
Mix well. Combine baking powder, 
salt and soda with flour gradually, 
and add to the butter mixture. Shape 
dough into 1-in. balls rolled in sugar. 
Place on a greased pan, flatten dough 
with damp cloth over glass. Bake at 
350 for 8-10 min. Watch carefully un-
til golden brown.



Single Premium Deferred Annuity 
(SPDA)

• Minimum Deposit $10,000
• Designed as a single lump sum payment;    
however, additional deposits can be made   
within the first 90 days
• 7-year surrender charge period
• 10% free withdrawal after the first year 
for members 59 ½ or older

Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity 
(FPDA)

• Minimum Deposit $2,000
• Allows for periodic deposits to be made 
at any time
• 8-year surrender charge period
• 10% free withdrawal after the first year 
for members 59 ½ or older

5 Year Single Premium Deferred 
Annuity

• Interest rate is guaranteed for 5 years
• Minimum Deposit $10,000
• Designed as a single lump sum payment; 
however, additional deposits can be made 
within the first 90 days
• 10% free withdrawal after the first year 
for members 59 ½ or older
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