
Official Texas Historical Marker Dedication
Yoakum, Texas

  On Saturday, May 14th, 2022, over 130 members of KJZT Family Life, family and friends gathered in Yoakum, 
Texas to witness the unveiling of the new Official Texas Historical Marker Dedication for KJZT. It is officially named 
for Katolika Jednota Zen Texaskych (K.J.Z.T.) Catholic Women’s Union of Texas. The celebration began with Mass 
at 10:30 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and was officiated by Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak. Czech and English 
songs were sung by the St. Cecilia Choir. 
  Following Mass, the dedication of the Historical Marker was held at its location at 210 Schrimscher St. The unveiling 
and blessing of the Historical Marker was presided by Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak. After pictures, everyone gathered 
at St. Joseph’s Family Center for a reception and meal.
  An introduction was given by President/CEO Catherine Sylvester. She recognized the KJZT Family Life State Di-
rectors, State Officer, State Office Staff, Doug Kubicek - Lavaca County Historian, and Susan Chandler - Museum 
Director at Czech Heritage Museum and Genealogy. Doug Kubicek, and Susan Chandler both spoke to the crowd. 
State Director Joyce Kurtz spoke and the day ended with door prizes. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend!

Pictured at left (L to R in front) are State Directors Helen Metzer and Joyce Kurtz. Pictured at left (L to R in back) are State Directors Betty Vacek and 
Edith Strieder, and Auxiliary Bishop Gary W. Janak. Pictured at right (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Services Cynthia 
Morris, and State Director Joy Kovar.
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I am a member of KJZT 
Society No. 21 Marak 
and of the RISD Educa-
tion Foundation. I live in 
Rockdale and have a son 
Garrett, and  daughter-in-
law Kandace. I hope to 
have grandchildren soon. 

I attended Blinn College and Temple Junior College 
and have 15+ years experience in the accounting 
field. I am a foodie that enjoys hanging out with fam-
ily and friends, working in my yard, going dancing, 
and I am obsessed with my pug Tito.

Welcome, Kelli!
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  We have had some very exciting events happening at KJZT Family Life. It 
is definitely a very busy time of the year with high school and college gradu-
ations, the end of school, and all of the summer activities.
  I first want to congratulate all of our KJZT Scholarship winners. We thank 
you for your many years of dedicated membership and wish you so much 
luck in your future endeavors.
  We have had many events in the last few months that I have really enjoyed 
attending and seeing all of our members attend around the state. We have 
had many great District Socials and I want to thank everyone for organizing 
and attending these gatherings. We also had a wonderful celebration of our 
Fraternal in Yoakum as we unveiled our Texas State Historical Marker. We 

started with a great Mass celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak, followed with a great meal and presenta-
tion. I would like to thank everyone that made the trip and those that worked hard to make this very special day 
happen. On June 12th, we held our annual Family Fun Day at Splashway Waterpark in Sheridan. We started 
with Mass, celebrated by Msgr. Tim Kosler, and afterwards everyone enjoyed the waterpark. Finally, we just 
wrapped up our Junior Camp at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, and it was so great to see so many of our Juniors 
attend and have a great time of faith, fellowship and fun. I would like to thank Auxilary Bishop Gary Janak, 
Msgr. Tim Kosler, Msgr. John C Peters and Fr. Steve Sauser, for taking time out of their busy schedules to 
celebrate Mass for these special events. I look forward to all of the District Socials and events in the second 
half of the year and can’t wait to come visit with all of you.
  I would also like to welcome our newest State Director Helen Metzer, who is replacing Cynthia Morris, as 
she has accepted the position of Vice President/Insurance Services here at the State Office. Helen will serve 
Districts XI and XII, and we are excited and looking forward to working with her. She has already proven to 
be a huge asset to our Fraternal.
  At the State Office, our members are our number one priority and very important to us. We want to make sure 
you are given the best service. Please give us a call to review your existing life insurance and annuity certifi-
cates. If you or someone you know is interested or can benefit from everything we offer here at KJZT Family 
Life, please let us know, and we will have a dedicated agent get in touch with you.

From the President
By Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO

Award of Appreciation Presented

Donna Janda was recently presented a plaque for her 
years of service to KJZT Family Life as a State Director.
Pictured (L to R) are Donna Janda and President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester.
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Meet Accounting Specialist 
Kelli Timmerman
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By Betty Vacek, State Director, Districts VI and IX

Spiritual Corner
In the absence of a State Chaplain, it is my pleasure to offer some suggestions 
for spiritual development.

My focus this month is on Catholic e-mails mailings that are available. Most 
arrive in your inbox by 6 a.m. Please treat all the suggestions I have offered like 
a catalog. Choose the site offerings that draw you closer to God. 

Daily Mass Readings 
USCCB - Daily Mass readings. To sign up go to USCCB.org. Open the Reading 
for the day. Scroll down until you see a table with different options. The sign 
up for e-mails is the bottom link. You may read the daily emailed passages or 
scroll to the bottom of the site to access an audio link and to watch an interesting 
video reflection. 

FORMED, formed.org is available with a paid subscription but many parishes 
have a parish subscription and happily share their password. Among the plethora 
of offerings is a daily e-mail option by Dr. Tim Grey who provides background 
information on the readings. 

Your Morning Offering from The Catholic Company, 
www.morningoffering.com could be a one stop shopping site! It offers Mass 
readings along with a sermon, but it includes much more. It begins with the 
Morning Offering prayer that helps you to offer your day to God. Then there is 
a Quote of the Day, a Daily Meditation and Daily Verse from the Bible. A link 
to the Mass Readings and sermon is followed by the Saint of the Day which 
is sometimes different than the Saint celebrated here in the U.S. Links to the 
Liturgy of the Hours are offered followed by a Prayer for the Dead, a Spiritual 
Communion prayer, and a Prayer for Pope Francis. 

Bishop Robert Barron offers a Daily Gospel Reflection as well as a Sunday 
Sermon link. www.dailycatholicgospel.com

Divine Mercy Daily offers an excerpt from the Diary of St. Faustina along with 
a prayer response. www.thedivinemercy.org/mmwj

Daily Quotes Several sites offer a quote for the day, some with beautiful back-
grounds. They include Dynamic Catholic, America Needs Fatima, Daily Catho-
lic Wisdom. 

Franciscan Media offers Saint of the Day and Daily Minute Meditations among 
other offerings that you can select at www.FranciscanMedia.org

Flocknote, flocknote.com/popes follows the lineage of popes starting with St. 
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Peter I on New Year’s Day, providing information about their lives and a fun 
fact about many. The fellow site flocknote.com/catechism also offers daily Cat-
echism excerpts. 

Pray More Novenas makes it easy to pray a nine-day novena by publishing a 
prayer for nine consecutive days usually ending on the Saint’s Feast Day. You 
are notified when a new novena will begin. www.praymorenovenas.com

Daughters on St. Paul on the Move
The order of the Daughters of St. Paul was formed to utilize technology to evan-
gelize and educate. They offer periodic inspirational messages. 
https://connect.pauline.org

Aleteia is like an online newspaper with headlines about different Catholic ar-
ticles that you can access for free* after you sign up. Aleteia.org

Marie de Nazareth which is published in France offers the following: A Eucha-
ristic Miracle cites a miracle related to the Holy Eucharist every Sunday. They 
also provide A Moment with Mary, includes testimonials of Marian interven-
tion. https://www.mariedenazareth.com/en/

Catholic Answers, www.catholic.com
This site offers commentary about Catholic theology and includes podcast links. 

The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology offers Sunday reading background 
and commentary by Dr. Scott Hahn.

For women

Blessed is She offers daily reflections on the readings. “We are a sisterhood 
of women who desire two things: prayer & community. And we are so excited 
you’re along for the ride.” www.blessedisshe.net

* Most of these sites are free but will occasionally ask for donations to aid in 
their ministry. Some may send information about religious items or books avail-
able for purchase. 
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   On March 26, 2022, Czech organizations and Fraternals all gathered at the 
Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center in La Grange to honor one of their 
members in appreciation for promoting the purposes of TOCA. KJZT Family 
Life nominated Joan Johnson as our 2022 Texans of Czech Ancestry (TOCA) 
honoree.

  Joan was born and raised in Ennis, Texas. She has been married to Jeff Johnson for over 40 years and they have three married daughters: Angela Minear, Dianna 
Cline and Melisa Tobola. They have eight grandchildren that they enjoy spending time with.  

  Her early memories include baking kolaches and strudels with her mother, Etheline Sylvester, and her grandmother, Julie Zmolik, and being a gymnast with 
Sokol KHB. As a high school student in the 1970s, Joan was a Beseda dancer under the direction of John Mensik.  

  In the 1980s she became active in the local society of KJZT, and served as local secretary for several years. In the last 30 years her involvement at both the local 
and state levels of KJZT have given her numerous opportunities to promote our Czech heritage to people of all ages. As a state director for KJZT she visited with 
many societies in cities throughout Texas, encouraging the members to continue staying involved in remembering and sharing their heritage.  During her tenure 
as state director she also served on the board of the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas whose purpose is to promote Czech language and culture in Texas 
universities.

  At the local level, Joan has assisted and led the junior members of the Ennis 
society in various activities that introduce the children to our Czech heritage. 
These activities include: participating in the annual Ennis National Polka 
Festival parade, attending the annual Ennis Music Festival, and learning Czech 
crafts (such as kraslice) with the Ellis County Czech Heritage Society. Because 
of the involvement in these events, Joan has hosted a “make a vest” day so that 
the children could at least have the vest portion of a kroj to wear when attending 
Czech cultural events. Joan also organizes annual spiritual activities for the 
young members to learn about Czech saints including St. Cyril, St. Methodius, 
St. John Nepomucene, as well as the Infant Jesus of Prague.

  Sharing our Czech heritage is important to Joan and it was a highlight in her 
life when she and Jeff were able to spend time in Prague, Czech Republic seven  
years ago, and visited many historic sites. She takes pride in being of Czech 
descent and is happy that her children and grandchildren are learning about 
their heritage as well.
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Special Announcement
  Helen Maliska Metzer is a lifetime member and third generation member of KJZT Family Life. She presently serves as President 
of St. Elizabeth Society #6 in Bryan. She is also active in St. Joseph Catholic Church. She is Treasurer of Mt. Carmel Rosary 
Guild, Adoration Chapel Participant, Parish Festival Volunteer, Bible Study Participant and Member of the Women’s Guild. Helen 
also taught Religious Education Classes for Elementary School Students for several years.
  Helen and her husband, Russell, have two children, and five precious grandchildren. Seventy-five percent of her family are KJZT 
Family Life members.
  Helen attended Blinn Junior College and Texas A&M University majoring in Elementary Education. She was employed with St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Bryan as Office Manager for 42 years. Presently she works part-time as Concierge at Watercrest Assist-
ed Living Facility in Bryan. Her motto of love and service for God’s people will continue with her new position in our Fraternal.
  Helen is honored to be selected as one of the State Directors and is looking forward to working as a team with enthusiasm and a 
positive outlook for the growth of KJZT Family Life in the State of Texas.

Joan Johnson: 
Our 2022 TOCA Honoree

Pictured (L to R) are VP/Insurance Services Cynthia Morris, State Director 
Joyce Kurtz, TOCA Honoree for KJZT Family Life - Joan Johnson, State Direc-
tor Joy Kovar, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.



KJZT President/CEO Attends 
American Fraternal Alliance Seminar

Recently, President/CEO Catherine Sylvester was able to attend the first install-
ment of the new Fraternal Career Development Series hosted by the American 
Fraternal Alliance. 

Pictured are attendees of the seminar, including KJZT Family Life President/
CEO Catherine Sylvester and representatives from AFA including the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Allison Koppel.
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State Director Presents Donation to Victoria Diocese
KJZT Family Life presented a check to Bishop Brendan Cahill from the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. The Fraternal is thankful for the opportunity to sup-
port the education of young men studying for the Priesthood in the Victoria 
Diocese.

Pictured (L to R) are State 
Director Joyce Kurtz and 
Bishop Brendan Cahill.

State Directors Present Clerical Endowment Fund 
Donation to Diocese of Austin

KJZT Family Life was pleased to present a check to the Bishop of Austin, Most 
Rev. Joseph Vasquez. The donations totaled are from the KJZT Clerical Endow-
ment Fund. They are a combination of the contributions from KJZT members 
and friends. This is an Educational Fund set up for the benefit of students study-
ing for the Priesthood. We thank everyone for their donations. All donations are 
given right back to the seminarians studying in your diocese.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, Bishop Most Rev. Joseph 
Vasquez, and State Director Helen Metzer.

State Director Presents Donation to 
Diocese of Corpus Christi

KJZT Family Life was pleased to present a check to the Bishop Most Rev. 
Michael Mulvey. The KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund is an Educational Fund 
set up for the benefit of students studying for the Priesthood. All donations are 
given right back to the seminarians studying in your diocese.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek and Bishop Michael Mulvey of 
the Corpus Christi Diocese.
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KJZT Attends SlavnostKJZT Attends Slavnost
  On Sunday, May 15th, people gathered at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cul-
tural Event Center for “May Fest”. There were many activities for everyone, 
music, food, games and more.
  KJZT Family Life had a table with brochures and promo items. Some Junior 
members even got to meet some Czech Queens! Miss Queen Madison Murphy 
and Miss Queen Lauren Gerik are both members of KJZT Society No. 104 Ab-
bott! We are so proud of you!

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joy Kovar, President/CEO Catherine Syl-
vester, and VP/Insurance Services Cynthia Morris.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Matthew and Lily Sylvester, members of Society 
No. 4 Praha. Pictured (L to R in back) are President/CEO Catherine Sylves-
ter, Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen 2021: Madison Murphy, and Miss Texas 
Czech-Slovak US 2021-2022: Lauren Gerik.

KJZT Juniors Participate KJZT Juniors Participate 
in PolkaFest!in PolkaFest!

  KJZT Society No. 16 Ennis adult and junior groups decorated a trailer for the 
National Polka Festival Parade. Younger members rode the trailer and older 
ones walked beside it and handed out KJZT Family Life promotional items to 
the parade crowd.
  Most of the junior and adult members that were part of Ennis Society’s parade 
entry were Melisa Tobola, Eli Gilburt, MacKenzie Tobola, Lucas Matous, An-
die Gilburt, Tinsley Tobola, Junior Director Joan Johnson, Adelynn Liska, Ella 
Vrana, Kolton Vrana, Kale Vrana, Gabe Matous, Leo Gilburt, Tracen Tobola, 
Carsyn Rhodes, Madi Matous, Cooper Cline, Carleigh Rhodes, Quinn Rhodes, 
Casen Cline, Zoee Juricek, Lily Sylvester, Lucas Evans, Matthew Sylvester, 
Brenden Evans, Savannah Mikula, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.

The National Polka Festival is an annual parade and festival held in Ennis, Tex-
as celebrating the Czech heritage.

nationalpolkafestival.com
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KJZT Family Funday 2022
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Avery Aparicio, daugh-
ter of Barnie and Nora 
Aparicio of Palacios, is a 
member of 126 Palacios. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M, 
Blinn or WCJC major-
ing in Nutrition.

Addie Berry, daugh-
ter of Kevin Berry and 
Angie Campos of Lake 
Jackson, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Brazosport College 
majoring in Associates 
of Science.

Carsen Berry, son of 
Kevin Berry and Angie 
Campos of Lake Jack-
son, is a member of 115 
Freeport. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Brazosport College ma-
joring in Industrial & 
Commercial Electrical.

Luke Blaschke, son 
of Chris and Holly 
Blaschke of Brazoria, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Brazos-
port College majoring in 
Music.

Connor Brorsen, son of 
Audra Cross of Fuls-
hear, is a member of 
22 Wallis. He will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Houston Community 
College majoring in Fi-
nance.

Jared Brorsen, son of 
Audra Cross of Fulshear, 
is a member of 22 Wal-
lis. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Texas 
State Technical College 
majoring in HVAC.

Riley Jo Brorsen, 
daughter of Audra Cross 
of Fulshear, is a member 
of 22 Wallis. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
University of St. Thom-
as majoring in Political 
Science.

Chelsea Brothers, 
daughter of Kenneth 
and Darlene Brothers of 
West Point, is a member 
of 4 Praha. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Texas 
A&M University - Cor-
pus Christi majoring in 
Kinesiology.

Megan Brothers, daugh-
ter of Kenneth and Dar-
lene Brothers of West 
Point, is a member of 
4 Praha. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Blinn College majoring 
in Dental Hygiene.

2022 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce the

Matthew Brown, son 
of Michael and Melissa 
Brown of Sweeny, is a 
member of 126 Palacios. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at University of In-
carnate Word majoring 
in Music Composition.

Madison Brunson, 
daughter of Joshua and 
Amy Brunson of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Temple College major-
ing in Nursing.

Jasmine Carrera, daugh-
ter of John Carrera and 
Amber Ward of Victoria, 
is a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Texas State University 
majoring in Business 
Management.
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Kassidy Caruthers, 
daughter of Mark Ca-
ruthers and Julie McCoy 
of Lake Jackson, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Senior next 
fall at Brazosport College 
majoring in Applied Tech, 
Industrial Management.

Daniel Castanon, son 
of Isidro and Angelina 
Castanon of Palacios, is 
a member of 126 Pala-
cios. He will be a Junior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Chemical Engineering.

Patricia Castanon, 
daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall at 
Lamar University ma-
joring in Pre-Nursing.

Kate Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxa-
hachie, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Univer-
sity majoring in Envi-
ronmental Science.

Coy Cook, son of Jacie 
Blumberg of Angleton, 
is a member of 85 Da-
mon. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall majoring 
in Physician Assistant.

Julianna Davis, daugh-
ter of Douglas and Jo-
anna Davis of Shiner, is 
a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at University of 
Texas at Austin major-
ing in Biology.

Rileigh Dinges, daugh-
ter of Adrian and Kellie 
Dinges of Bellville, is a 
member of 42 Sealy. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Wyoming Techni-
cal College majoring in 
Collision and Refinish-
ing, MotorSports Chassis.

Jacob Divin, son of 
Jeff and Carrie Divin 
of West, is a member 
of 11 West. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Engineer-
ing.

Samuel Dunkerley, 
son of Scott and Janet 
Dunkerley of Dallas, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall majoring in 
Business.

Seryna Garza, daughter 
of Eudosio and Janell 
Garza of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College Sta-
tion majoring in Radiol-
ogy/MRI Technician.

Trinity Garza, daughter 
of Eudosio and Janell 
Garza of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Blinn College major-
ing in Pre-Med Biology.

Kyle Gerik, son of John 
and Molly Gerik of Ab-
bott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Electrical 
Engineering.

Lauren Gerik, daughter 
of John and Molly Gerik 
of Abbott, is a member 
of 104 Abbott. She will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Eng-
lish.

Zachary Gerik, son of 
Michael and Melissa 
Gerik of West, is a mem-
ber of 11 West. He will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at TSTC majoring in 
Cybersecurity.

Kathryn Hanaway, 
daughter of Robert 
Hanaway & Christine 
Rejcek of Abbott, is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Art Institute 
majoring in Photogra-
phy.
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Mason Hicks, son of 
William and Rebecca 
Hicks of Canton, is a 
member of 100 Bay 
City. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at North-
west Lineman College 
majoring in Electrical 
Lineworker Program.

Samantha Hicks, daugh-
ter of William and Re-
becca Hicks of Canton, 
is a member of 100 Bay 
City. She will be a Se-
nior next fall at Texas 
A&M College majoring 
in Biomedical Sciences.

Joseph Holy, son of 
Larry and Cynthia Holy 
of Brookings, SD, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at South Dakota 
State University major-
ing in Pharmacy.

Natalie Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas Women’s Uni-
versity majoring in Den-
tal Hygiene.

Grace Irvin, daughter of 
Douglas and Marlene Ir-
vin of Shiner, is a mem-
ber of 14 Moulton. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity majoring in Agri-
cultural Leadership and 
Development.

Chase Janicek, son of 
Chris and Charlene 
Janicek of Sealy, is a 
member of 4 Praha. He 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege majoring in Engi-
neering.

Sydney Kallus, daugh-
ter of Mark and Jennifer 
Kallus of Ganado, is a 
member of 43 Ganado. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall majoring in 
Business.

Hope Kapavik, daughter 
of David and Patricia 
Kapavik of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Texas State University 
majoring in Accounting.

Kaley Kaspar, daughter 
of Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Senior 
next fall at Concordia 
University majoring in 
Criminal Justice.

Madison Krause, daugh-
ter of Walt and Lois 
Krause of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at University of Mary 
Hardin Baylor majoring 
in Health Sciences, Pre-
PT Concentration.

Kailey Kuntschik, daughter 
of Alan and Nicole Kunts-
chik of Seguin, is a mem-
ber of 23 Hostyn. She will 
be a Freshman next fall at 
Blinn College majoring in 
Elementary Education with 
a Minor in Agriculture 
Business Systems.

Marisa Lander-Kapavik, 
daughter of William 
Kapavik and Candace 
Lander-Kapavik of West, 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at a college yet 
to be determined. Her 
major is undecided.

Taylar Laughlin, daugh-
ter of John Laughlin and 
Susan Parker of Brazo-
ria, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Business 
Marketing.

Kade Leist, son of Bri-
an and Denise Leist of 
Yoakum, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Blinn College majoring 
in Kinesiology - Sports 
Management.

KaLynn Long, daughter 
of Keith and Sally Long 
of Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Uni-
versity of Texas at Aus-
tin majoring in Corpo-
rate Finance.
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Ted Machacek, son of 
Russell and Jennifer 
Machacek of Shiner, is a 
member of 14 Moulton. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Turf Grass Science.

Tanner Marak, son of 
Terry and Jana Marak 
of West, is a member 
of 11 West. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Computer 
Science.

Gabe Matous, son of 
Jeffery and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Post Grad next 
fall at University of the 
Incarnate Word.

Payton Matous, son of 
Jeffery and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a 1st Year Mas-
ter’s next fall at Uni-
versity of North Texas 
majoring in Speech Lan-
guage Pathology.

Allison Murphy, daugh-
ter of Jason and Anita 
Murphy of Abbott, is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
She will be a Junior 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University major-
ing in Accounting.

Joseph Pankonien, son 
of Brian Pankonien and 
Rebekah Wiedman of 
Waco, is a member of 
117 Waco. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Baylor University ma-
joring in Communica-
tion Specialist.

Christopher Pavlicek, 
son of Daniel and Susan 
Pavlicek of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Brazosport 
College majoring in 
Process Technology.

Clayton Pavlicek, son 
of Daniel and Susan 
Pavlicek of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Wharton 
County Jr College ma-
joring in Process Tech-
nology.

Mark Pavlicek, son of 
John and Jacqui Pav-
licek of Guy, is a mem-
ber of 85 Damon. He 
will be a Junior next 
fall at Houston Commu-
nity College majoring in 
Construction Science.

Joshua Petrash, son 
of Jimmie and Denise 
Petrash of Anchorage, 
Alaska, is a member of 
85 Damon. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
University of Alaska - 
Anchorage majoring in 
Finance.

Mary Alice Petrash, 
daughter of Jimmie and 
Denise Petrash of An-
chorage, Alaska, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Sophomore 
next fall at University of 
Alaska - Anchorage ma-
joring in Medicine.

Gracie Pilat, daughter of 
Philip and Jennifer Pilat 
of Shiner, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
majoring in Ultrasound 
Technician.

Brittany Pless, daughter 
of Leigh Pless of Kings-
ville, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Texas 
A&M University - Cor-
pus Christi majoring in 
Psychology.

Garrett Pless, son of 
Leigh Pless of Louise, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Texas 
State Technical College 
majoring in Electrical 
Lineman Certificate.

Maverick Plsek, son 
of Robert and Jennifer 
Plsek of Clifton and 
West, is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
Freshman next fall ma-
joring in Computer En-
gineering.
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Noah Plsek, son of Rob-
ert and Jennifer Plsek of 
Florida and Texas, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at San Angelo State Uni-
versity majoring in His-
tory Secondary Cert.

Emily Polansky, daugh-
ter of William and Jose-
phine Polansky of West, 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at McLennan Com-
munity College major-
ing in Civil Engineering.

Della Pustka, daughter 
of Timothy and Donna 
Pustka of Shiner, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Mathematics.

Keaton Emil Pustejo-
vsky, son of Doug and 
Missie Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Electrical 
Engineering.

Lydia Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Robert and 
Traci Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a Senior next fall at Tar-
leton State University 
majoring in Business/
Education.

Payton Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Phil and 
Kathy Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a Grad Student next fall 
at Texas Tech University 
majoring in Occupation-
al Therapy.

Victoria Reese, daugh-
ter of Jeff and Brenda 
Reese of Angleton, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Blinn College ma-
joring in Business Man-
agement.

Braden Reinecker, son 
of Bradley and Roxanne 
Reinecker of Wallis, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Texas 
State Technical College 
majoring in Diesel Me-
chanics.

Lauren Scott, daughter 
of Brian and Michele 
Scott of West, is a mem-
ber of 11 West. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Baylor University 
majoring in Journalism.

Katelyn Smith, daugh-
ter of Ken and Deanna 
Smith of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Tarleton State 
University majoring in 
Civil Engineering.

Jazmin Vaculin, daugh-
ter of Jeremy and Me-
lissa Vaculin of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Uni-
versity of Mary Har-
din Baylor majoring in 
Nursing.

Andrew James Watson, 
son of James and Rita 
Watson of West, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Texas State Tech-
nical College.
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  Camp Guardian Angel is the joy of summertime 
for a lot of our KJZT Family Life Juniors.  It is 
held at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas, which 
will start on Sunday, June 26th and will end on 
Wednesday, June 29th. The camp offers the ju-
niors, who will be attending from all over Texas, 
spiritual and thrilling fun to enjoy during their 
stay such as: Holy Mass and religious devotions, 
Low & High Ropes, Swimming, Blobbing, Ca-
noeing, Archery, Hayride, just to name a few, and 

of course, the highlight of camp, our Czech Night which includes dancing to 
polka and waltzes, and other different music, Chicken Noodle Soup, and a lot 
of other Czech snacks.
  The Official Texas Historical Marker dedication for our organization, The 
KJZT Family Life, formerly, Katolicka Jednota Zen Texaskych, (K.J.Z.T) /
Catholic Women’s Fraternal of Texas, was a very impressive and enjoyable 
event. It was very nice to see and visit with so many of the dedicated adult and 
junior members who attended with their families. The dedication took place at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Yoakum, Texas, on Saturday, May 14, 2022.
  Happy Congratulations to all our Scholarship and State Craft winners. Quite 
a few District Socials have been held and we have quite a few more to go. En-
courage the Juniors to attend and bring their state craft project to the meeting.  
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
  Enjoy and have a restful summer with your family.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

2021 Junior Division
State Photo and Scrapbook Winners

Group A 
1.	 Adaline Appelt
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
2.	 Alex Adams
	 - Society No. 85 Damon
3.	 Briley Grahmann
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
4.	 Hailey Crawford
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
5.	 Colt Janak 
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

Group 1 
1.	 Jase Huf
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
2.	 M’Lynn Palermo
	 - Society No. 49 Needville
3.	 Michael Palermo III
	 - Society No. 49 Needville
4.	 Gage Janak 
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
5.	 Blake Custer
	 - Society No. 118 Taft
	

Group 2
1.	 Owen Kaminski
	 - Society No. 49 Needville
2.	 Cierra Shaver
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
3.	 Claire Flemming
 	 - Society No. 118 Taft
4.	 Levi Leonard
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
5.	 Michael Huf
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

Group 3
1.	 Jack Leonard
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
2.	 Sally Machacek
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
3.	 Quade Brothers
	 - Society No. 4 Praha
4.	 Claire Jetton
	 - Society No. 85 Damon
5.	 Caroline Jetton
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

Group 4
1.	 Kade Leist
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
2.	 Julianna Davis
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
3.	 Julia Machacek
 	 - Society No. 14 Moulton
4.	 Connor Shaver 
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner
5.	 Ted Machacek
 	 - Society No. 14 Moulton

Scrapbooks
1.	 Society No. 104 Abbott 

Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas 
Announces its First Annual Youth Essay Contest

  The first annual CCFT Youth Essay Contest is open and invites 11th or 12th 
grade students who are members of CCFT, KJZT, or KJT to compete. Member-
ship in the CCFT is not required for an essay submission. CCFT has established 
$600 in awards, an icon of St. Ludmila, and a one-year CCFT membership.  
Winning essays will be published in the CCFT newsletter, CCFT website, and 
the first-place essay will be published in Hlasy Národa (Voices of the Nation).  
This is a Czech Catholic publication from a Czech mission located in Chicago.  
Full acknowledgment of authorship will be given. 

  If you are a KJZT youth leader or student, please contact Carol Filer, CCFT 
Secretary, at cfiler05@aol.com or 512-670-0138 for information on essay topic, 
writing guidelines/rules, criteria, and submission details. Deadline for submit-
ting an essay is September 20, 2022. We encourage you to request information 
early to allow time for completing groundwork, writing, and submission.         

The CCFT was established and recognized by the IRS Code under Section 501(c)(3) in 2018 as 
a non-profit organization. The mission of the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) is 
“to document, study, preserve, celebrate and perpetuate all elements of the Czech Catholic faith 
transplanted to Texas by immigrants from the Czech lands; and to strengthen ties with Czech
Catholics of the ancestral homeland evangelized by SS Cyril and Methodius.”
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Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently 
gotten married, welcomed a baby, undergone a divorce or suffered a 
death in the family? If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update 
your beneficiary.

If your primary beneficiary is incorrect or non-existent, the payment 
could pass on to your estate where it could be subject to taxes and fees. 
Life insurance proceeds are paid according to your designated beneficia-
ries. 

Think carefully before naming minor children as life insurance beneficia-
ries. Minor heirs cannot receive benefits from a life insurance policy until 
age 18 unless there is a named legal guardian.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keeping designated beneficiaries 
up to date. If you would like to verify your current beneficiary, call the 
State Office at 1-888-253-2338 and we would be happy to assist you.

  With current economic conditions we are all facing such as fuel cost, inflation, 
cost of living and supply chain issues, the impact that erosion has on our dollar 
affects us all. 

  The benefits of life insurance haven’t changed and may be more valuable than 
ever before.
 
• Family protection in the event of premature death. 
• Mortgage protection. 
• Children’s education. 
• Debt reduction. 
• Funeral and last expenses. 
• Peace of mind and many more.

  If any of the above are important to you it may be time for a review. Please 
contact the State Office with any questions you may have so we can get you in 
touch with a sales agent near you.

How Important is Life Insurance 
Today?

Contact Us!

1-888-253-2338 or 512-444-9586
www.kjzt.org or info@kjzt.org

KJZT Family Life
PO Box 18896

Austin, TX 78760
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District II Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are Jeanette Zouzalik for 83 Flatonia, Theresa Rerich for 44 Moravia, Elizabeth 
Kloesel for 7 Dubina, Alice Michalke for 66 Weimar, Clara Christ for 24 Ammannsville, Georgia Cerny 
for 4 Praha, and State Director Joyce Kurtz. 

District II Junior Members
Pictured (L to R in front) are Charlotte Wick, Briley Grahmann, and Emily Koncaba. Pictured (L to 
R in middle) are Lily Sylvester, Hadley Wick, and Matthew Sylvester. Pictured (L to R in back) are 
Greyson Grahmann, Junior Director Darlene Brothers, State Director Joyce Kurtz, Quade Brothers, 
State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Junior Director Christopher Wick.

District News
District II Social

  KJZT Family Life District II Social was held on Sunday, April 24, 2022 at 
Robert’s Steakhouse in Flatonia hosted by Society #4 St. Anne’s Praha. A total 
of 61 members and guests attended from Praha, Dubina, Ammansville, Mora-
via, Weimar and Flatonia societies.
  Hosting society President Georgia Cerny warmly welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. State Director Joyce Kurtz introduced the Hosting Society officers 
which were: Georgia Cerny, President, Nancy Jasek, Secretary, Patricia Masek, 
Treasurer and Darlene Brothers, Junior Director. State Coordinator of Junior 
Activities Anne Wick and Catherine Sylvester, President/CEO of KJZT Family 
Life were also announced.
  The junior members in attendance led everyone in reciting the pledge of alle-
giance and then recited their Junior Pledge. The juniors had a separate meeting 
and activity.
  A memorial service was held for our deceased society members that have went 
to their eternal rest since the last meeting. The memorial service was led by State 
Director Joyce Kurtz. Nancy Jasek read the names of the deceased members.
  State Director Joyce Kurtz presented Nancy Jasek, Secretary, a check to defray 
costs of the social. State Director Joyce Kurtz announced that Dubina Society 
#7 will be hosting the 2023 District II Social.
  KJZT Family Life President/CEO Catherine Sylvester spoke to the members 
and guests. She stressed the importance of keeping your beneficiaries current.  
She offered her assistance if anyone needs anything.  
  State Director Joyce Kurtz spoke to the membership about the upcoming dedi-
cation of the KJZT Historical Marker which is scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 
2022. Holy Mass at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Yoakum and then a catered 
luncheon to follow. Splashway Family Fun Day is scheduled for Sunday, June 
12, 2022 at Splashway Water Park in Sheridan. Mass at the park will begin at 10.  
Water activities and lunch to follow. State Director Kurtz is available to assist 
members at any time.
  Sylvia Addicks of Society #66 Weimar announced that the Weimar Society will 
be celebrating their 100th anniversary later this fall. All District II societies will 
be invited. Formal invitations will be mailed out when the date is closer.
  The awarding of merit and 50 and 75 year pins was held at this time. Patricia 
Masek received a merit pin for being Treasurer of Society #4 Praha for 10 years. 
Members received their 50 and 75 year pins.   
  State Director Joyce Kurtz led everyone in the blessing before the meal. A deli-
cious luncheon of soup or salad, chicken tenders with mashed potatoes and rolls 
was enjoyed by all.
  After the luncheon, State Coordinator of Junior Activities, Anne Wick recog-
nized active junior members in attendance from both the Praha and Ammans-
ville Societies for all their hard work. Mrs. Wick spoke about the upcoming 
Camp Guardian Angel this summer and announced that the Junior Division is 
selling raffle tickets to defray the cost of camp. Junior Directors in attendance 
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were recognized: Darlene Brothers from the Praha Society and Christopher 
Wick from the Ammansville Society. Afterwards the junior members delighted 
the audience with singing “You are my Sunshine”. It was a real crowd pleaser.
  The Fraternal Platinum Certificates for all the District II Societies were pre-
sented by State Director Joyce Kurtz. Receiving certificates were #4 Praha, #7 
Dubina, #24 Ammansville, #44 Moravia, #66 Weimar and #83 Flatonia.
  Nancy Jasek presented each junior member in attendance with a door prize.  
Then the adult door  prizes were drawn by State Director Joyce Kurtz with help 
from the hosting society officers. Everyone had a great time and enjoyed each 
other’s company. 
- Nancy Jasek, Hosting Society Secretary



75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Sylvia Addicks, Lillian Orsak, Virginia Holub, Mary 
Ann Schmalz, and Anna Marie Huebner.

50-Year Membership and Merit Pin Recipients
Pictured at left (L to R) are Patricia Masek - merit pin recipient and State Director Joyce Kurtz. Patri-
cia has been a Society Officer for 10 years. Pictured at right (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, 
and Darlene Hernandez - 50 year pin recipient. 

District II Junior Representative and Junior Directors
Pictured at left (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and District II Junior Representative Quade 
Brothers. Pictured at right (L to R) are Darlene Brothers - Junior Director for 4 Praha, State Director 
Joyce Kurtz, and Christopher Wick - Junior Director for 24 Ammannsville.
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District News
    The KJZT District IX held their annual social on May 21st at the St. Agnes 
CCD Center in Edna. Thirty members and guests attended from 43 Ganado, 72 
El Campo, 100 Bay City, 101 Victoria, 111 Edna and 126 Palacios. 
  The officers of the Edna, Society No. 111 (Hosting Society), were Doris Andel 
(President), Mary Sheblak (Vice President), Madeline Novian (Secretary), and  
Georgia Orsak (Treasurer). Also attending were State Director Betty Vacek, and 
Vice President/Insurance Services Cynthia Morris. 
  A memorial service was held for members that had passed away in the last year. 
A 50-Year Membership Pin and a 75-Year Membership Pin were presented. The 
Society Achievement Awards were also presented to officers of each society. 
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District IX Social

District IX Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Doris Andel for 111 Edna, Cecilia French for 43 
Ganado, Janet Holub for 72 El Campo, Jeanette Ward for 100 Bay City, Irene Brosch for 101 Victoria, 
Deborah Barnett for 126 Palacios, and VP/Insurance Services Cynthia Morris.

District IX Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured at left (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, 50-year pin recipient Jeanette Ward, and VP/
Insurance Services Cynthia Morris. Pictured at right (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, 75-year 
pin recipient Rose Marie Bain, and VP/Insurance Services Cynthia Morris.
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50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured at left (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, pin recipient Patricia Hayek, and 
State Director Betty Vacek. Pictured at right (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, pin 
recipient Denise Janak, and State Director Betty Vacek.

District VI Junior Members
Pictured (L to R in front) are Colby, Allie, and Blake Custer. Pictured (L to R in back) are Junior Direc-
tor Anna Custer, State Director Betty Vacek, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

District News
District VI Social

    The KJZT District VI held their annual social on April 30th at the Holy Fam-
ily Catholic Church Parish Hall in Taft. Twenty-four members and guests at-
tended from 46 Corpus Christi, 89 Sinton and 118 Taft.
  The officers of the Taft, Society No. 118 (Hosting Society), were Ervin Polasek 
(President), Genevieve Malott (Vice President), Sarah Ring (Secretary), Mark 
Pustejovsky (Treasurer), and Anna Custer (Junior Director). Also attending 
were State Director Betty Vacek, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne 
Wick, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.
  A memorial service was held for members that had passed away in the last 
year. Two 50-Year Membership Pin Recipients were recognized. The Society 
Achievement Awards were also presented to officers of each society.

Society No. 118 Taft
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Mark Pustejovsky, Ervin Polasek, Gen-
evieve Mallott, Sarah Ring, and State Director Betty Vacek.

Society No. 89 Sinton
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Monica Janda, Paulette Fay, Denise Janak, 
and State Director Betty Vacek.

Society No. 46 Corpus Christi
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Thelma Munoz, Loraine Nemec, and State 
Director Betty Vacek.
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District Socials are for you! 
ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their fami-
lies are invited to attend. Pins of Recognition are 
presented, we honor members who have passed 
away, Junior members are recognized, and a meal is 
provided. We would love for you to come join us for 
fellowship with your fellow KJZT members!

District News
    The KJZT District V held their annual social on May 22, 2022 at the St. Wenc-
eslaus Parish Hall in La Grange. Thirty-four members and guests attended from 
20 Cistern, 23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, 65 Holman, and 69 Smithville. 
  The officers of the Holman, Society No. 65 (Hosting Society), were Janie Neis-
er (President), Lori Ann Leer (Vice President), Ann Marie Dobecka (Secretary), 
and Linda Besetzny (Treasurer). Also attending were President/CEO Catherine 
Sylvester and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.
  A memorial service was held for members that had passed away in the last 
year. Three 50-Year Membership Pins were presented. The Society Achieve-
ment Awards were also presented to officers of each society. 

District V Social

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Catherine Sylvester, Katherine Karisch for 69 Smithville, Ann 
Marie Dobecka for 65 Holman, Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, Verlene Kuntschik for 23 Hostyn, 
and Betty Danner for 20 Cistern.

Junior Director and Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured at left (L to R) are Donna Janda - Junior Director for 23 Hostyn and a former State Director, 
and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick. Pictured at right (L to R) are President/CEO 
Catherine Sylvester, Lorenda Polasek, Lucy Markwardt, and Stacy Hunt.

District III: 10 Fayetteville - August 7th

District IV: 75 Jourdanton - August 20th - St. Matthew’s Church 
Hall

District VIII: 29 Frydek - August 28th - 11 a.m. - St. Mary’s Parish 
Hall, 10471 Grotto Rd. in Sealy. RSVP by August 15th to Maxine 
Rudloff at 979-885-2329 or Mildred Ondruch at 979-885-9871.

District X: 16 Ennis - September 25th - Mass at 11 a.m. with Meal 
and Social to follow at St. John Nepomucene Cafeteria, 401 E. 
Lampasas St. in Ennis. RSVP by August 15th to Melody Rejcek at 
214-770-6356 or at lmrejcek@speednet.com.

District XI/XII: 130 Georgetown - August 6th

District XV: 115 Freeport - September 18th

District XVI: 125 Houston - August 21st

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is 
once a month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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KJZT Family Life is proud to announce that 64 Societies were awarded Platinum Status for the year of 2021. Each Status Society receives a 
funding check based on the Status received to help with Society operations. This year, the State Office awarded over $90,000 to the Frater-
nal Status Society winners. The Board of Directors and State Officers extend their gratitude to these dedicated Societies who give so much 
of their time to their churches and communities. 
The following are the winning Societies:   

Congratulations to the 2021 Status Societies!

PLATINUM STATUS
Society No. 1 Yoakum
Society No. 2 Hallettsville
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Society No. 4 Praha
Society No. 5 Shiner
Society No. 6 Bryan
Society No. 7 Dubina
Society No. 10 Fayetteville
Society No. 11 West
Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Society No. 14 Moulton
Society No. 15 Corn Hill
Society No. 16 Ennis
Society No. 17 Nada
Society No. 18 Granger
Society No. 19 Taylor

Society No. 20 Cistern
Society No. 21 Marak
Society No. 22 Wallis
Society No. 23 Hostyn
Society No. 24 Ammannsville
Society No. 27 Caldwell
Society No. 28 Frenstat
Society No. 29 Frydek
Society No. 30 East Bernard
Society No. 31 La Grange
Society No. 32 Houston
Society No. 34 Hobson
Society No. 37 Hochheim
Society No. 40 Poth
Society No. 41 Ellinger
Society No. 42 Sealy

Society No. 43 Ganado
Society No. 44 Moravia
Society No. 45 Tours
Society No. 46 Corpus Christi
Society No. 47 Industry
Society No. 48 Cameron
Society No. 49 Needville
Society No. 53 Wied
Society No. 65 Holman
Society No. 66 Weimar
Society No. 69 Smithville
Society No. 72 El Campo
Society No. 75 Jourdanton
Society No. 77 Rosenberg
Society No. 83 Flatonia
Society No. 85 Damon

Society No. 89 Sinton
Society No. 93 Austin
Society No. 99 Baytown
Society No. 100 Bay City
Society No. 101 Victoria
Society No. 104 Abbott
Society No. 108 Dallas
Society No. 111 Edna
Society No. 114 Houston
Society No. 115 Freeport
Society No. 118 Taft
Society No. 124 Texas City
Society No. 125 Houston
Society No. 126 Palacios
Society No. 130 Georgetown
Society No. 144 Belton

PLATINUM STATUS PLATINUM STATUS PLATINUM STATUS
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Society News
On Wednesday, March 
2nd, KJZT Society  

#37, Hochheim, made a donation to the Yoakum 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Pictured is Ruby Wigginton as she presents a check to Chief Mark 
Herchek while members of KJZT and volunteer firemen look on.

37 Hochheim
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For Catholic Schools 
Week 2022, Society Sec-

retary Irene Brosch visited Our Lady of Victory 
Catholic School and brought with her a box of KJZT 
pencils and some warm kolaches. Society Treasurer 
Carolyn Nevlud visited St. Joseph High School and 
Society President Evelyn Dierlam went to Nazareth 
Academy.

Pictured (L to R) are Sister Donna, Irene Brosch, and School Sec-
retary Dorothy Gehrke.

101 Victoria

The Society presented a 
check to Donna Janda, 

Hostyn and Plum Youth Director. The funds donated 
to the youth group were from the Society’s chicken 
soup and bake sale held on January 16th.

Pictured (L to R) are President Lillian Kallus, Secretary Verlene 
Kuntschik, Treasurer Helen Janda, Youth Leader Donna Janda, 
and Vice-President Ann Janda.

23 Hostyn

The Society held a ba-
keless bake sale. The 

proceeds went to two fire departments. Receiving a 
check for $1,000 was George Beran of the Beasley 
Fire Department, and Brent Redding of the Fair-
childs Fire Department also received a check for 
$1,000.

Pictured (L to R) are Bernice A. Freudensprung, Liz Prikryl, 
George Beran, Martha Macha, Brent Redding, and Gloria Mican.

77 Rosenberg

The next issue's deadline 
is August 17th.

Please send your submissions by email 
to info@kjzt.org or by mail to: 
Catherine Sylvester, Editor, 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.

The Wallis KJZT #22 senior 
and junior members cleaned the 

Grotto at Guardian Angel Church in Wallis on Satur-
day, May 7th. That same evening and the following 
morning the juniors held a bake sale outside of the 
church to raise funds for scholarships and upcom-
ing projects. They also sold raffle tickets  for camp, 
which will be held in Ledbetter, TX on June 26th 
-29th, where the raffle winners will be announced. 
  Some of the projects that the KJZT Wallis Society 
participate in are: cleaning  and replacing flowers on 
graves at the Guardian Angel Cemetery in Wallis in 
preparation of All Souls Day, putting care baskets/
bags together for some of the elderly in the commu-
nity, bake sale in September to benefit St Vincent de 
Paul Society in Wallis as well as the Austin County 
Meals on Wheels, cleaning the church grotto, and 
helping with Guardian Angel Church bazaar and 
preparations for the celebration.

Pictured (L to R) are Judith Michulka, Stephaniah Phillips, Stan-
ley Michulka, Joleen Phillips, John Wadephul, Rebecca Colson, 
Eileen Parks, and Adela Wadephul. Not pictured that participated 
in the clean up were: Audra Cross, Cynthia Acuna, and David Kul-
hanek.

Pictured (L to R) are Joleen and Stephaniah Phillips, Adela 
Wadephul and Rebecca Colson. Not pictured: Jared Brorsen, 
John Wadephul, and Eileen Parks.

22 Wallis

Societies, please continue to send in your 
Fraternal $100 Project pictures and informa-
tion. These photos along with your Flag Day 
presentations will appear in the next KJZT 
Family Life Journal that will come out in 
September. Keep up the great work!
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The Society partici-
pated in the Feeding 

Families program by making a donation to Manna 
Food Pantry.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Pavliska, Treasurer, Ray Housley-
Manna Food Pantry and Mary Ann Janca, Vice President.

2 Hallettsville

The Society No. 6, Bryan An-
nual $500.00 Scholarship Award 

was presented to member, Faith Wenck, by Liz 
Zemanek, Secretary, at the Society’s First Quarterly 
Meeting on Monday, March 14, 2022, at the St. Jo-
seph Church Parish Activity Center. Faith gave an 
overview of her past KJZT, high school, church and 
community activities and said she would be attend-
ing Texas A&M University in the Fall of 2022 to 
major in Agri-Business with a minor in Psychology 
and plans to further her education with a Master’s 
Degree in Counseling to become a Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor. Faith is the daughter of mem-
bers, Fred and Cheryl Wenck, and granddaughter of 
member, Jo Ann Zaeske, all of Bryan, Texas.

Pictured (L to R) are Faith Wenck and Society Secretary Liz 
Zemanek.

6 Bryan

The Society sponsored 
the Hospitality Sunday 

after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses on Sun-
day April 3rd in the Parish Hall. Society 69 Mem-
bers Elizabeth Kahanek, Kathy Karisch, Carmen 
Hoskins, Betty Blaha, and Tracey Zetka served do-
nuts, coffee, and juice to parishioners.

Pictured are Ella Hurst, Elizabeth Kahanek, Kathy Karisch, Car-
men Hoskins, Betty Blaha, and Tracey Zetka.

69 Smithville

The Society went 
to Walmart to shop 

and purchase items. They delivered them to Sacred 
Heart Church where they have a drop-off box.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Janca, Msgr. John Peters, Renee 
Hardt and Mary Ann Pavliska.

2 Hallettsville

The Society sponsored two Soup 
Before Stations events during 

Lent for their parish.

Pictured are some of the attendees.

16 Ennis

The Society held their Palm 
Sunday bake sale on April 10th. 

A table full of goodies were made for the bake sale.

Pictured (L to R) are Georgia Orsak, Doris Andel, Mary Sheblak, 
and Georgie Templin.

111 Edna

Members took part in 
the Feeding Families 

Across Texas program by donating $400.00 to their 
local food pantry AMEN (Area Ministries for Emer-
gency Needs) in La Grange. The presentation took 
place April 30th.

AMEN representative Garry Schellberg received the donation 
from left, President Elizabeth Kallus, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, 
Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, and Jane Lewis. 

31 La Grange

The Society made a 
donation to St. Joseph 

Church’s Helping Hands to aid in feeding families 
in the Yoakum area. 

Pictured are Father Matthew Huehlefeld accepting a check from 
Treasurer Roberta Wenzel, while members look on.

37 Hochheim
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The Society’s People 
Helping People Par-

ish Project was the plant wheel at the Sacred Heart 
School Spring Festival in La Grange that was held 
on April 24th.

Pictured (L to R) are Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Vice President and 
District IV and V State Director Joy Kovar, and Secretary Marilyn 
Kothmann.

31 La Grange

JoAnn Kosarek Street received 
her 75 year membership pin at 

the April meeting. President Jane Hellinger present-
ed the pin to JoAnn after it was blessed by Father 
Kyle Nesrsta of St. Louis King of France.   

Pictured (L to R) are JoAnn Kosarek Street, Father Kyle Nesrsta, 
and President Jane Hellinger.

93 Austin

Member Betty Kostecka made 
corsages and boutonnieres for all 

the women and men in West Rest Haven, but these 
could not be handed out. The staff were going to 
make sure each resident received either a corsage 
or boutonniere for Mother’s Day and for Father’s 
Day. Betty also made extra so KJZT members went 
around town and delivered corsages and bouton-
nieres to shut-ins. They will also deliver them to 
members at St. Catherine’s in Waco.

Pictured (L to R) are Angie Hovde, Mary Kallus, Christine Doskocil, 
Joyce Nors, and Dolores Sykora. Not pictured is Theresa Plsek.

Pictured (L to R) are Joyce Nors, Theresa Plsek, JoAnn and Her-
man Matus, Mary Kallus and Dolores Sykora. Not pictured is An-
gie Hovde.

11 West

Members Danielle Vinklarek 
and her sister Lilly (not 

shown) gave out Mother’s Day roses after Mass at 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church on May 
8th.

Pictured receiving roses are Gladys Dybala (right), and the girls’ 
mom, Tamara Vinklarek (left).

20 Cistern

The Society served donuts, cof-
fee, and orange juice for the St. 

Mary’s First Communion candidates and families 
on May 1st.

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Janak, Dolores Dobbs, Faith Monk, 
Juliet Monk, and Helen Janak.

53 Wied

The Smithville Society 
presented a check to 

“Angel Unaware Ministry” on March 9th. Samella 
Williams accepted the $250 check from Katherine 
Karisch, President of Society No. 69. 

Pictured (L to R) are Elizabeth Kahanek, Samella Williams (An-
gels Unaware Director), and Katherine Karisch.

69 Smithville

The Soci-
ety coordi-

nated a public square rosary rally in sup-
port of traditional marriage and the people 
of Ukraine. The prayer service was held 
at the Fayetteville square simultaneously 
with over 3,000 confirmed groups across 
America.

Pictured are members and other attendees at the rally.

10 Fayetteville
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The Society presented 
a check to St John’s 

Altar Society from proceeds of their recent bake sale.

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Wied, VP; Lois Kaspar, Treasurer; 
Madelyn Kovar, St John’s Altar Society President; Mary Jane 
Toddy, KJZT President; and Rose Rohde, Secretary.

10 Fayetteville

On May 16, 2022, KJZT 
Society No. 32 gave baby 

items for new mothers as well as monetary gifts to 
Loving Choices pregnancy center to help pay for a 
much needed ultrasound machine. 

Pictured (L to R) are George Psencik, Gracie Perrard, Anna Psen-
cik (Society President), and Debbie England, Mary Ellen Van 
Horn, and Janet Levesque of Loving Choices.

32 Houston

The Society presented a 
check to LAMB—Man-

na Food Pantry as part of Feeding Families Across 
Texas. St. Mary’s Society donated $200 from their 
own treasury and KJZT Family Life State Office 
provided matching funds to bring the total to $400.

Pictured (L to R) are Jennifer Janik, Ray Housley-Representative 
for LAMB, Dorothy Schneider, and Doris Janak.

3 St. Mary’s

On April 11, 2022, the 
KJZT St. Theresa Soci-

ety #14 members and junior members cleaned the 
meeting room at St. Joseph Catholic Church for the 
Blessed Sacrament for Holy Thursday.

Pictured are Jack Leonard, Mary Ann Rother, Levi Leonard, Mari-
ann Kram, Sally Machacek, Angeline Jalufka, and Mary Ann Wen-
ske. Not pictured are James Wenske and Alice Leonard.

14 Moulton

Junior and senior members at-
tended Mass for Holy Thursday 

and then went to the Guardian Angel Church Cem-
etery. They cleaned around the graves and replaced 
flowers on several graves to prepare for Easter.

Pictured (L to R) are Adela Wadephul, Mary Kulhanek, Stepha-
niah Phillips, Eileen Parks, Joleen Phillips and Rebecca Colson.  

22 Wallis

The Society se-
lected Sweet 

Home ISD as the recipient of their 2022 community 
service project. Presentation of the $3600 donation 
to Sweet Home School was made on Wednesday, 
May 25, 2022. The donation will aid in campus ad-
ditions and improvements.  

Pictured (L to R) are member Carolyn Wilkerson, Dr. Renee Fair-
child, superintendent of Sweet Home School, Society #12 President 
Gladys Hermes, Diana Jurena, Society #12 Junior Director, Juniors: 
Darren Jurena, and Alex Jurena, and member Lena Manning.

12 Sweet Home

The Society made a $300 dona-
tion to the Shiner Catholic School 

for their 36th Annual School Marathon on April 20th. 

Pictured are KJZT members Rita Kurtz, Dorothy Blackman, and 
Allison Nieto, along with students from St. Ludmilla Elementary 
and St. Paul High School.

5 Shiner

A Prayer for Our Nation
By Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak

Loving God, In these challenging times of tribulation, political division and social unrest, we lift our 
voices to you, pleading for mercy. Bring peace to our families and grace to our nation. Gift us with 

perseverance and determination to trust that in you, all things are possible. In celebrating your 
love, may divisions be healed, voices be heard, life protected at all stages and worship to you 

resound throughout our land. Bless us, forgive us, heal us and protect us. Send us your mercy and 
touch the hearts of your children. We join with all members of the KJZT Family Life, in praying for 

our nation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us. Saint Joseph, pray for us. All you Holy Saints of God, pray for us.
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The Society worked the St. Jo-
seph Parish Festival Fundraiser 

and sponsored the Cake Wheel booth and the game 
ticket booth. They also donated $500 to the raffle.

Pictured (L to R) are Nikki Marucci, Linda Stetz, and Pam Stetz.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Beth Badgett, Mary Hovorak, and Lo-
retta Lanicek.

6 Bryan

Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in La Grange 

Principal LaDonna Voelkel accepted a $500.00 
donation from KJZT Family Life Society #31 of 
La Grange on May 16th. The KJZT State Office 
matched 50% of the net funds from the People Help-
ing People fundraising project of Society #31 spon-
soring the plant wheel game at the School’s Spring 
Festival.  

Pictured standing from left, Vice President and District V State Di-
rector Joy Kovar, Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, Principal LaDonna 
Voelkel, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, President Elizabeth Kallus; seat-
ed from left, members Otillie Matocha, Ben Chovanec, Pat Wagner, 
Barbara Brauner, and Rose Recek.

31 La Grange

The Society sponsored the cake 
and plant wheel at St. Mary’s pic-

nic benefiting retired priests and sisters.

Pictured (L to R) are Gussie Kelnar, Lisa Stock, Mary Ann Stock, 
Helen Janak, Monica Peters, and Laurie Janak.

53 Wied

The Society gave a 
check to Wharton Coun-

ty Library to help fund their summer programs.

Pictured (L to R) are Rose Marie Janak and Annette Balcar.

72 El Campo

The adult Society joined hands 
with the junior members at the Pra-

ha cemetery by working together to put flowers on 
graves that didn’t have flowers.

Pictured standing are Georgia Cerny, Quade Brothers, Frances 
Kubenka, Libby Koncaba, Hilary Grahmann, Phyllis Teykl and 
Darlene Brothers. Pictured in front are Emily Koncaba and Briley 
Grahmann.

4 Praha

The Society held their 
2nd meeting on April 

27th. Betty came to visit and helped answer ques-
tions about the upcoming no bake/bake sale and 
other things. The Society has four people that will 
be called about the scholarship. They joined hands 
with KJT and said the rosary at Holy Family church 
before Mass on Sunday, May 22nd.

Pictured are Mike Nevlud, Dennis Vanek, Irene Brosch, Donald 
Dusek, Dana Vanek, Joe Puska, Jerry Kubenka, and Rose Puska.

101 Victoria

Vivian Jedlicka of the 
Needville Society pre-

sented a check to Pleaks Fire Chief Jordon Blegen 
for a donation.

49 Needville

The Society held their 
Parish Lenten soup after 

Stations of the Cross on April 8th. There were about 
40 people in attendance.

Pictured are Mary Ann Janacek, Joyce Wheeler, Irene Brosch, Ja-
net Hermer, and Carolyn Nevlud who worked at the Lenten Soup. 
Not pictured is Ed Nevlud who also worked.

101 Victoria
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Junior News
On March 20th, Junior mem-
bers assisted during Mass. 

Paige, Kate and Claire Kopriva, Tessa and Callen 
Vaculin helped light candles and Cade Hubnik was 
a lector. After Mass, the juniors had a meeting and 
worked on a craft project.

Pictured are Paige Kopriva, Callen Vaculin, Kate Kopriva, and Ian 
Brunson working on their craft project.

21 Marak
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Kade Leist of Shiner Society 
#5 was the $1,000 KJZT Junior 

Fund Scholarship recipient for 2022. Kade is a 2022 
graduate of the Saint Paul High School in Shiner.
Congratulations Kade!!

Pictured are Kade Leist and State Director Joyce Kurtz at the Aca-
demics & Fine Arts Ceremony on May 12th. 

KJZT Scholarship recipients also included Juliana 
Davis, Seryna Garza and Gracie Pilat.

Pictured (L to R) are Kade Leist, Julianna Davis, State Director 
Joyce Kurtz, Seryna Garza, and Gracie Pilat.

5 Shiner

Sts. Cyril and Methodius in 
Marak had an Easter egg hunt 

after Mass on Easter Sunday. The egg hunt was 
sponsored by KJZT Juniors #21 and KC Council 
#10186. Judy and Lindsey Vaculin donated two of 
the Easter baskets, and Patsy Gaines donated ribbon 
and made bows for the rabbits.

21 Marak

The Society #115 Free-
port Juniors and former 

Juniors came together to support and work the  St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church Bazaar at the Bake Sale 
booth with support from their State Director, Kathy 
Wishert.

Pictured in back are Luke Blaschke, Evan Reed, Johnathon 
Smith, Karch Kaspar, and State Director Kathy Wishert.
Pictured in front are Jennah Janak, Kasey George, Erin Reed, 
and Junior Director Deborah Kaspar.

115 Freeport

Junior members helped 
get the church flower beds 

ready for spring by cleaning them out and planting 
new flowers. 

Members who helped with this project are pictured front row (L to 
R): Ally Hanaway, Paxton Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Allison Puste-
jovsky, Izzy Haferkamp, Lola Jaska and David DeBenedictis; sec-
ond row: Mariann Pustejovsky, Katie Hanaway, Connor Sullins, 
Preston Pustejovsky, Madison Murphy, Ryan Pustejovsky and 
Kyle Gerik.

104 Abbott

Never stop caring.
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Six Senior junior members were 
presented State and Local West 

KJZT #11 scholarships.  
  The first were presented to Seniors graduating 
from Reicher Catholic High School in Waco on 
Wednesday afternoon, May 11th at Reicher Audi-
torium. Theresa Plsek, President of West KJZT So-
ciety #11 presented Maverick Plsek a State Scholar-
ship of $750.00 and a Local KJZT #11 Scholarship 
of $500.00. Marisa Lander-Kapavik received a State 
Scholarship of $500 and a Local West KJZT #11 
Scholarship of $300. 

Pictured (L to R) are Maverick Plsek, Theresa Plsek and Marisa 
Lander-Kapavik.

  A second presentation took place Sunday, May 15th 
at West High School Auditorium in West. These 
scholarships were presented to seniors graduating 
from West High School. Melissa Gerik, Junior Di-
rector of West and Stephanie Matous, State Director 
presented State and Local scholarships to Lauren 
Scott, a State Scholarship of $500 and Local West 
Scholarship of $300; Jacob Divin, State Scholarship 
of $300 and Local Society of $500.; Tanner Marak, 
State Scholarship of $750 and Local of $500.00 and 
Andrew Watson, $200, State Scholarship.   

Pictured (L to R) are Melissa Gerik, Lauren Scott, Jacob Divin, 
Andrew Watson, Tanner Marak and State Director Stephanie Ma-
tous.

11 WestJunior members led Sta-
tions of the Cross for their 

parish on Friday, March 25th.  

Pictured are (front row L to R): Thomas Kolar, Weston Sustala and 
Samuel Kolar. Second row: Addison Pustejovsky, Mabry Sustala, 
Camille Kaska, Audrey Pustejovsky, Quintin Kaska and Bryson 
Murphy. Third row: Grayson Pustejovsky, Ally Hanaway, Ryan 
Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Johnny Pustejovsky, David DeBenedictis 
and Lola Jaska.  

104 Abbott

During the month of March, 
junior members hosted a 

“baby shower” to benefit The Gabriel Project (Cath-
olic Charities Fort Worth). The juniors invited the 
parish to join them in supporting the project by do-
nating baby items. 

Pictured with some of the items collected are (front row L to R): 
Camille Kaska, Mabry Sustala, Addison Pustejovsky, Weston 
Sustala, Thomas Kolar and Samuel Kolar; second row: Quintin 
Kaska, Lola Jaska, Bryson Murphy and Molly Lucas; third row: 
Mariann Pustejovsky, Paxton Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, 
David DeBenedictis, Grayson Pustejovsky and Izzy Haferkamp; 
fourth row: Will Gerik, Ally Hanaway, Madison Lucas and Madison 
Murphy; back row: Connor Sullins, Ryan Pustejovsky, Preston 
Pustejovsky and Kyle Gerik.

104 Abbott

Several junior members 
volunteered at the First 

Communion breakfast hosted by KJZT Society 
#104 on May 1st. Juniors helped serve kolache, do-
nuts, juice, and coffee. They also helped clean the 
kitchen and hall afterward.  

Pictured are Camille and Quintin Kaska helped serve beverages 
at the breakfast. 

104 Abbott

The Damon juniors repre-
sented the Society at May 

Crowning at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic 
Church on Mother’s Day. 

Pictured (L to R) are Coraline Alvear, Claire Jetton, District VIII 
KJZT Junior representative, Abby Barton and Iris Alvear.

Pictured is Claire Jetton who crowned Mary on Mother’s Day. She 
is a member of Damon Society #85 and the daughter of Scott and 
Gretchen Jetton of Guy.

85 Damon
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On May 1st, the Juniors par-
ticipated in the adornment of 

Mary with a Flower Procession before Mass.

Juniors present were Paige Kopriva, Claire Kopriva, Bryce Giv-
ens, Lily Brunson, Cutter Hubnik, Cade Hubnik, Ian Brunson, Kate 
Kopriva, Callen Vaculin, Junior Director Debbie Vansa and Asst. 
Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin. 

Working with the religious education program, the 
Juniors took part in the Flower Procession dedicated 
to Mother Mary since May is a month dedicated 
to her. Tulips of various colors were carried by the 
youth and placed in vases to adorn her. Father then 
crowned Mary with a head wreath of white tiny dai-
sy’s and ribbon.

21 Marak

Junior members recently 
toured the History of West 

Museum in West, Texas.  

Pictured (L to R) are: Madison Murphy, Bryson Murphy, Will Gerik, 
Preston Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, and 
Lola Jaska.

104 Abbott

The adult Society pre-
sented scholarships to ju-

nior members Patricia and Daniel Castanon. Patricia 
Castanon is majoring in nursing at Lamar Univer-
sity and Daniel is majoring in chemical engineering 
at Texas A & M. The Fraternal was happy to reward 
them for all of their hard work. Making the presen-
tation was Deborah Barnett, President of the adult 
Society No. 126.

Pictured (L to R) are Patricia Castanon, Deborah Barnett, and 
Daniel Castanon.

126 Palacios

The junior division par-
ticipated in May Crowning 

held at their parish on Wednesday, May 4th. After 
laying flowers at the feet of the Blessed Mother stat-
ue, several juniors led everyone in reciting a decade 
of the rosary, meditating on scripture verses and the 
Fifth Glorious Mystery. 

Junior members are (pictured L to R in front row) are Thomas 
Kolar and Weston Sustala; second row: Samuel Kolar, Mabry 
Sustala, Bryson Murphy, David DeBenedictis, and Allison Puste-
jovsky; third row: Ryan Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Madison Murphy, 
Katie Hanaway, Ally Hanaway, Preston Pustejovsky, and Connor 
Sullins.

104 Abbott

Some of the older juniors from 
Soc. 16 Ennis, helped decorate 

for the reception for newly ordained, Father Michael 
Likoudis, at St. John Nepomucene parish in Ennis. 

Pictured are Quinn Rhodes, Kale Vrana, Kolton Vrana, Carsyn 
Rhodes, Krystin Gamble, Carleigh Rhodes, and Kelsie Gamble.

16 Ennis

Juniors from Soc. 16 Ennis, met 
in June to plan activities for the 

summer. They joined the adult group at the begin-
ning for opening prayers and recognition of high 
school graduates. Then they met in a different room 
for their meeting. At the end of the meeting, they 
made a cross craft and had a KJZT t-shirt exchange. 
The adult members then invited them to join the re-
ception for the graduates.

Pictured in front are Tracen Tobola, Chloe Cline, MacKenzie 
Tobola, Tinsley Tobola, Kelsey Gamble, Kendall Flores, Krystin 
Gamble, and Kolby Flores. Pictured standing are Carsyn Rhodes, 
Casen Cline, Kale Vrana, Kolton Vrana, Cooper Cline, Quinn 
Rhodes, Eli Gilburt, Madi Matous, Charlie Houston, Zoee Juricek, 
Christopher Houston, Andie Gilburt, Anaston Payne, Amberly 
Payne, Leo Gilburt, Carleigh Rhodes, Kaylin Flores holding Kol-
lins Flores, Kade Gamble, Kacie Gamble holding Korleigh Flores, 
and Jose Flores.

16 Ennis

Camp! Scholarships! Fun!
Join the Junior group near you

Contact Anne Wick at 979-263-5317 or annewick@gmail.com to get started!
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Laken R Drozd is a new member of Society No. 
2 Hallettsville. She is the daughter of Shane and 
Kelsie Drozd, granddaughter to Charles and Renee 
Hardt, and Dwayne and Marilyn Drozd, and great-
granddaughter to Margie Hardt, and Harvey and 
Doyleen Drozd.

Rowan Patricia Vrana is a new member of Society 
No. 16 Ennis. She is the daughter of Robert and Am-
ber Vrana, sister of Ella, Jovie, Kale and Kolton, and 
granddaughter to Sherry and Robert Vrana.

Gage B Gutierrez is a new member of Society No. 
20 Cistern. He is the son of Garrett and Sarah Guti-
errez, brother of Rhett Gutierrez, grandson to Gary 
and Jeanette Gutierrez, and Bruce and Martha Se-
hanhals, and great-grandson to Winifred Vinklarek 
and Alice Gutierrez.

Kinsley J Soto is a new member of Society No. 46 
Corpus Christi. She is the daughter of Emily and 
Jonathan Soto, and granddaughter to Art and Debbie 
Soto, and Larry and Cheryl Olsovsky. 

KJZT Family Life JournalApril - June 2022

Ivy Jo Smith is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. She is the daughter of Abigail McAdams and 
Garrett Smith, sister of Harper Smith, granddaugh-
ter to Melissa and Eddie Sulak, great-granddaughter 
to Ricky and Kathy Powell, and great-great-grand-
daughter to Sugie Dulock. 

Adrian, Jr., Angela, and Gabriel Rodriguez are new 
members of Society No. 89 Sinton. They are the 
children of Ledezma and Adrian Rodriguez, Sr. Le-
dezma is also a member of Society No. 89 Sinton.



Page 30 KJZT Family Life Journal April - June 2022

“In Memoriam”

Welcome
to

KJZT
Family

Life

KJZT Family Life New Members

Ervin Vacek is a new member of Society No. 118 
Taft. He is the son of Luke and Anne Vacek, and 
grandson to Lloyd and Cissy Tabor, and Stan and 
Betty Vacek. 

Riley J Hall is a new member of Society No. 6 Bry-
an. She is the daughter of Jesse and Meghan Hall, 
and the granddaughter to Melinda and Rick Hall.

Emma Jean Ribar, 77, of Cameron died 
Saturday, June 11, 2022 in a Cameron nurs-
ing and rehabilitation facility. A rosary will 
be recited 10:00 am followed by a funeral 
Mass following at 10:30 am Thursday, June 
16, 2022 at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catho-
lic Church in Marak. Burial will follow the 
mass in the Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catho-
lic Cemetery.
  Mrs. Ribar, a retired educator, was born 
May 11, 1945 in Tucson, Arizona to Marion 
Taylor and Ann (Gurecky) Morris. She mar-

ried Joseph Ribar and he preceded her in death. She had worked as Principal 
for Buckholts ISD as well as teaching in Killeen and Cameron ISD. She was a 
member of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church. Mrs. Ribar was a mem-

Emma Jean Ribar
May 11, 1945 - June 11, 2022

ber of K.J.Z.T. and served as President of K.J.Z.T. for several years.
Emma Jean is survived by: Her son Joseph Ribar & wife Angela Christine of 
Killeen, Sisters Carole Baca of Wichita, Kansas, Marion Beauvias of Bryan and 
her Grandchildren Cassidy James, Gabrielle Garza and Nicolas Garza.
  Emma Jean Ribar was an active member in her local KJZT Society, No. 21 
Marak and served in many different offices. She was appointed KJZT State 
Vice-President in 1986 and State President from 1987-1992. She held the Dis-
trict XI and XII State Director position from 1994-2020. Our condolences to 
Mrs. Ribar’s family. May she rest in peace.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE
“In Memoriam”

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

1	 YOAKUM		  LOUISE MARIE LORKE			   2/12/2022		  74
1	 YOAKUM		  MARY (POLASEK) SANDELOVIC		  2/17/2022		  94
6	 BRYAN		  FRANK JOSEPH ZEMANEK JR		  3/5/2022		  81
6	 BRYAN		  MARIE (QUITTA) THACKER			  3/4/2022		  83
6	 BRYAN		  PATRICIA (ZEMANEK) BYRD		  2/4/2022		  87
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 MARGARET (KOVAR) ALFORD		  2/3/2022		  72
15	 CORN HILL		  HELEN (SCHWERTNER) POSTMA		  4/24/2022		  61
16	 ENNIS			  AGNES (BETIK) LAWSON			   3/5/2022		  80
16	 ENNIS			  ELLA (POUZAR) PATAK			   4/27/2022		  89
16	 ENNIS			  LILLIAN (VRZALIK) BARTO			  1/27/2022		  97
16	 ENNIS			  MARGUERITE (KUBELKA) PATTERSON	 2/3/2022		  80
16	 ENNIS			  MARY (SLOVACEK) TOUPAL		  10/9/2021		  90
16	 ENNIS			  ROSE (ROZNOVSKY) STAFFORD		  4/13/2022		  79
18	 GRANGER		  BETTY (NAIZER) PEKAR			   12/24/2022		  72
18	 GRANGER		  HELEN (SIRNEY) PAJESTKA			  1/31/2022		  91
19	 TAYLOR		  GERTRUDE (SLADECEK) KINCL		  4/21/2017		  95
20	 CISTERN		  DOROTHY ZOFIE VINKLAREK		  2/24/2022		  88
21	 MARAK		  ANGELINE (JOCHEC) KOSTROUN		  3/20/2022		  93
21	 MARAK		  MARY (BIGON) MARBURGER		  5/27/2022		  94
22	 WALLIS		  DELORES (PETTER) NAISER			  12/25/2021		  87
22	 WALLIS		  MARGARET (SLIVA) DIRBA			   11/6/2021		  92
22	 WALLIS		  THERESA ANN POLASEK			   3/13/2022		  39
27	 CALDWELL		  MARY JO (SCHOPPE) MOSSER		  8/8/2020		  83
28	 FRENSTAT		  CATHERINE ANN PROVAZEK		  1/28/2017		  66
29	 FRYDEK		  CLARA (OGNOSKIE) STOLARSKI		  1/3/2022		  77
30	 EAST BERNARD	 AGNES (LUCHAK) KLISS			   10/23/2021		  93
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ANNIE (JASEK) KLIMICEK			   2/5/2017	           100
30	 EAST BERNARD	 HELEN (DOBIAS) MATULA			   1/27/2022		  95
31	 LA GRANGE		  VIVIAN (WOSTAREK) ESCALANTE		 10/19/2021		  49
32	 HOUSTON		  DOROTHY (KROLCZYK) TILOTTA		  1/25/2022		  81
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 GLADYS (FIKAC) WAGNER			   1/25/2022		  91
42	 SEALY			  LILLIE (PROKOP) JALOWAY			  11/19/2021		  91
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 DELORES (HILL) BERNSEN			   12/28/2021		  85
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ELIZABETH (KELLY) MORGAN		  3/28/2022		  81
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 LAURA (CARTER) BRZOZOWSKI		  3/1/2022		  90
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 NANCY (JURICA) CORCORAN		  4/20/2022		  78
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 VALERIA (KOLODZIEJCZYK) POLLOK	 5/21/2018		  89
48	 CAMERON		  BERNICE (ZALESKY) JANEK		  4/16/2015		  86
49	 NEEDVILLE		  MARIE (DYBALA) SKARPA			   3/2/2022		  78
59	 FORT WORTH		 DEBBIE MARIE TRIBBLE			   5/24/2022		  54
66	 WEIMAR		  BERNICE (MIGL) DOBECKA			  2/10/2022		  93
66	 WEIMAR		  EDITH (WATZLAVICK) KOCUREK		  1/18/2022		  97
66	 WEIMAR		  THERESA (PESL) PLUNKETT		  3/1/2022		  95
70	 KARNES CITY	 MARY (KARKOSKA) LEINNWEBER		 2/20/2022		  86
72	 EL CAMPO		  GERALDINE (VESELKA) TROCHTA		 5/11/2022		  88
72	 EL CAMPO		  JEANETTE (LABAY) OPELLA		  2/26/2022		  82
72	 EL CAMPO		  JEANETTE (PETTER) DANSEREAU		  9/5/2021		  84
72	 EL CAMPO		  LORRAINE (KORENEK) RASMUSSEN	 8/23/2021		  76
72	 EL CAMPO		  PATRICIA (MOZISEK) MILLER		  5/16/2022		  87
72	 EL CAMPO		  ROSALIE (ZBRANEK) KOLLAJA		  3/11/2022		  92
77	 ROSENBERG		  DOROTHY (DUSEK) HOLECEK		  4/27/2022		  84
77	 ROSENBERG		  HELEN (URBANEK) HEINECKE		  2/22/2015		  90
77	 ROSENBERG		  HILDEGARD (KRESS) MAREK		  2/23/2022		  97
83	 FLATONIA		  ANNETTE (KRHOVJAK) POKLUDA		  3/11/2022		  79
86	 SEYMOUR		  EMILY HAVLAK				    4/25/2022	           103
88	 VERNON		  DOROTHY (PECHACEK) HENDERSON	 5/1/2022		  94
88	 VERNON		  TERESA (IRLBECK) TOMSU			   5/17/2022		  91
93	 AUSTIN		  MARY (SIMECEK) HOOPER			   12/11/2021		  79
93	 AUSTIN		  VERONICA (HUBENAK) RIVERA		  1/2/2022		  71
100	 BAY CITY		  PATRICIA (KASPAR) THORN			  2/12/2022		  66
101	 VICTORIA		  OSCAR CHARLES GOTTSCHALT		  4/11/2022		  82
104	 ABBOTT		  LOUISE ONDREJ				    8/3/2021		  95
108	 DALLAS		  FRANCES (VANEK) BYRD			   2/27/2022		  86
108	 DALLAS		  ROSALIE (GERIK) TOAY			   3/18/2022		  87
114	 HOUSTON		  CHRISTINE (PISKLAK) DEMNY		  2/18/2022		  87
114	 HOUSTON		  CYNTHIA (SODOLAK) SCHULIN		  1/7/2022		  58
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 ROSIE (MACHAC) HOMMEL			  9/24/2021		  82
124	 TEXAS CITY		  WILLIEMAE (FILER) MANISCALCO		 1/18/2022		  97
126	 PALACIOS		  JEANETTE (HICKL) MARONEY		  1/18/2022		  70
130	 GEORGETOWN	 AGNES (VALENTA) HRNCIR			  3/17/2022		  97
140	 BASTROP		  PAULINE (HUBNIK) PEASE			   5/15/2022		  80



Protecting Families. Nurturing Communities.

• Life Insurance
• Annuities/IRA’s
• Family Events
• Family Volunteer Opportunities
• Pharmacy Discount Program
• Orphan Benefits

• Quarterly Journal
• Camp Guardian Angel
• Catholic School Tuition Benefit
• Clerical Endowment Fund
• Junior Scholarships
• Camp Guardian Angel
• Daily Masses

1.888.253.2338 www.kjzt.org


