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Delegates Attend XXXVI Regular General 
Convention; Three New State Directors Elected

Pictured at left is Joy Kovar. Pictured in middle is Stephanie Matous. Pictured at right is Edith Strieder.

  A total of 129 delegates attended the XXXVI Regular General Convention of KJZT Family Life in Hallettsville on 
November 6, 2021, at the KC Hall. There were 57 Societies represented.
  The convention began with registration early Saturday morning and with committee meetings. Committees that met 
were the Balloting Committee and Credentials/Mileage Committee.
  A beautiful Mass was held at 10 a.m. with Bishop Brenden Cahill of the Victoria Diocese officiating. Auxiliary 
Bishop and KJZT State Chaplain Gary Janak and Msgr. John Peters served as co-celebrants. KJZT Junior members 
Alex and Darren Jurena were altar servers. Music was performed by Jeremy Rodriguez of Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Church in Shiner.
  Lunch followed. State Director Arlene Cloyd welcomed everyone. The Convention was opened by KJZT Legal 
Adviser Jennifer Machacek. The blessing of the gavel was done by Auxiliary Bishop and KJZT State Chaplain Gary 
Janak. President/CEO and VP/Insurance Services Catherine Sylvester gave the roll call.
  The business session then began, and committee reports were presented. The election of State Directors was held. 
Re-elected State Directors are Joyce Kurtz, Betty Vacek, Cynthia Morris, and Kathy Wishert. Newly elected State Di-
rectors are Joy Kovar, Stephanie Matous, and Edith Strieder. Outgoing State Directors are Donna Janda, Sally Long, 
and Arlene Cloyd. 
  After more business was discussed, the Convention ended with State Director Cynthia Morris reading the Closing 
Resolution followed by a closing prayer. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend.
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  The KJZT Family Life Board of Directors is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Catherine Sylvester as President/CEO, effective 
November 17, 2021.
  Mrs. Sylvester began her career with KJZT Family Life as a college 
intern in 2006. After she graduated from Texas State University in 
December of 2008, she was offered a full-time position as an Insur-
ance & Annuity Specialist. 
  During her 15-year career with KJZT Family Life, she has gained 
knowledge in the insurance, annuity and IRA industry by attend-
ing a variety of training workshops. She has worked closely with 
past Presidents and was appointed VP/Insurance Services in January 
2020. This year, she continued to collaborate with our Underwriter 
and worked diligently to find ways to make the underwriting process 
more efficient for our sales agents. Catherine also assisted agents this 

year with any application and requirement questions. Catherine takes pride in her customer service and enjoys 
assisting members with any questions they might have regarding their life insurance and annuity policies.
  Catherine is a lifetime member and was an active junior member who was crowned KJZT State Queen in 2003. 
As a junior, she took part in numerous activities including the Texas Fraternal Congress Youth Spectacular. She 
has continuously dedicated her time assisting with Camp Guardian Angel over the years, along with other state-
wide events hosted by KJZT Family Life. 
  Catherine earned her Bachelor of Business Administration with a Major in Management from Texas State 
University. She holds a General Lines Agent License with Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) and earned a  
Fraternal Insurance Counselor designation (FIC). 
  She is a devoted fifth generation and lifetime member of KJZT Family Life. Catherine, her husband, Trey and 
their children, Matthew (8) and Lily (7), are 100% family members of Society No. 4, Praha. Catherine is the 
daughter of Elroy and Anne Wick from Weimar, Tx. Anne, her mother, has dedicated over 45 years to our Fra-
ternal as an employee, State Director and is currently the State Coordinator of Junior Activities.
  Catherine is very honored to accept the position of President/CEO. She has always held KJZT in her heart, and 
is ready to follow in the footsteps of our founders by leading the Fraternal to remain about Christian love and ser-
vice. She believes working together is of utmost importance and wants to put the Fraternal on a path to greatness.
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“The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is 
Messiah and Lord.” - Luke 2:10-11

www.usccb.org
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As we enjoy this festive time of the year, when families gather and we share time with one another, the words gratitude and 
thanksgiving enter more into our thoughts and vocabularies.  Of course, being grateful to God for his blessings to us is a daily 
call and not merely a seasonal one.  Living a life of gratitude changes our hearts, enables us to be more forgiving and draws us 
to a deeper spiritual relationship with Jesus.

In reflecting on the Gospel story of the healing of the ten lepers, and how only one of them returned to offer thanksgiving to 
God, Pope Francis writes:  “This episode divides the world in two:  those who do not give thanks and those who do; those who 
take everything as if it is owed them, and those who welcome everything as a gift of grace.”  Indeed, everything is a blessing 
and grace from God.  A grateful attitude can turn even the darkest moments into acts of love offered to us by Jesus.  Our Lord 
never abandons us.  His love always prevails, for he is ever-present. 

As our Holy Father reminds us, “We were thought of before we learned how to think; we were loved before we learned how 
to love; we were desired before our hearts conceived a desire.  If we view life like this, then ‘thank you’ becomes the driving 
force of our day…If we are bearers of gratitude, the world itself will become better, even if only a little bit, but that is enough 
to transmit a bit of hope”

Without gratitude in our lives; without making an act of thanksgiving to God the first component of our prayer life, our faith becomes stagnant and our attitude 
toward life more prone to negativity.  We also become more susceptible to weakness, to temptation, to jealousy and we will waste time comparing ourselves to 
others and less time acknowledging the actual blessings God offers us.  After all, if we are jealous of what others have, we will fail to take into account all that 
God shares with us. 

I celebrate the gratitude I have in my heart for all of you.  Having celebrated our convention, I end my service as your State Chaplain. I am most grateful for the 
distinct honor and privilege of serving you, in this capacity.  I pray my service has assisted to further extend the mission of our fraternal.  It has been a joy to meet 
so many of you, over these past four years.  I had hoped to meet with more of you in your societies and districts but, due to the pandemic, many of our planned 
events, both state-wide and locally, have been either postponed or cancelled.  Nonetheless, our fraternal continues to grow and prosper. 

I encourage you to remain active in your local societies.  Participate in doing whatever you can to ensure that our fraternal will flourish.  Let us celebrate our legacy 
of more than 127 years of existence.  To do so, I encourage you to enroll your children and grandchildren into KJZT Family Life.  It will offer them a lasting gift 
and ensure that the mission and benefits of our fraternal will be passed to future generations.  I am pleased that I was able to enroll all nine of my great-nieces and 
nephews into our fraternal, since serving as State Chaplain.  It is my legacy to them. 

While this will be my last article to you in our journal, and my appointment will officially end on December 31st, please be assured of my prayers for you and 
KJZT Family Life.  God’s peace and blessings to you.  With a grateful heart, I thank you for your kindness and prayers.

In Christ,
Bishop Gary

Most Reverend Gary W. Janak
Auxiliary Bishop
Archdiocese of San Antonio
KJZT Family Life State Chaplain

By Most Reverend Gary W. Janak, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of San Antonio, State Chaplain

With a Grateful Heart
KJZT Family Life Journal

A Prayer for Our Nation
By Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak, KJZT State Chaplain

Loving God, In these challenging times of tribulation, political division and social unrest, we lift our voices to 
you, pleading for mercy. Bring peace to our families and grace to our nation. Gift us with perseverance and 
determination to trust that in you, all things are possible. In celebrating your love, may divisions be healed, 

voices be heard, life protected at all stages and worship to you resound throughout our land. Bless us, forgive 
us, heal us and protect us. Send us your mercy and touch the hearts of your children. We join with all members 

of the KJZT Family Life, in praying for our nation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us. Saint Joseph, pray for us. All you Holy Saints of God, pray for us.

November/December 2021
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XXXVI Regular General Convention Delegates
November 6, 2021  Hallettsville, Texas

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 1 Yoakum - Judy Balzer and Tracey Gearson; Society No. 2 Hallettsville - Mary Ann Janca, Renee Hardt, Jennifer Hoffmann, and Mary Ann Pavliska; 
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s - Deborah Konvicka and Jennifer Janik; and Society No. 4 Praha - Nancy Jasek and Georgie Cerny.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 5 Shiner - Nancy Hodges, Rita Kurtz, and Dorothy Blackman; Society No. 6 Bryan - Mel Hall, Helen Metzer, Alisa Zubik, and Liz Zemanek; 
Society No. 7 Dubina - Gladys Muras and Barbara Brandt; and Society No. 10 Fayetteville - Lois Kaspar and Mary Jane Toddy.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 11 West - Theresa Plsek, Mary Kallus, Joyce Nors, and Mary Ann Stone; Society No. 12 Sweet Home - Jeannie Mican and Diana Jurena; 
Society No. 14 Moulton - Mary Ann Rother and Alice Leonard; and Society No. 15 Corn Hill - Barbara Danek and Belinda Beyer.
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XXXVI Regular General Convention Delegates
November 6, 2021  Hallettsville, Texas

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 16 Ennis - Stephanie Matous, Dianna Cline, Melody Rejcek, and Savannah Gilburt; Society No. 17 Nada - Linda Popp and Leona Brzozowski; 
Society No. 18 Granger - Henrietta Hajda, Marilyn Gaydos, Kate Brown, and Sharon Steglich; and Society No. 20 Cistern - Grace Vinklarek and Beverly Vinklarek.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 21 Marak - Bernice Vrazel, Patsy Gaines, and Debbie Vansa; Society No. 22 Wallis - Judith Michulka, Adela Wadephul, and Mary Kulhanek; 
Society No. 23 Hostyn - Lillian Kallus and Helen Janda; and Society No. 24 Ammannsville - Sharon Kana and Betty Stolarski.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 28 Frenstat - Barbara Tutt and Marcella Franzetti; Society No. 29 Frydek - Mildred Ondruch and Filothea Eschenburg; Society No. 30 East Bernard - Julia Kubes and Donna 
Vacek; and Society No. 31 La Grange - Joy Kovar and Elizabeth Kallus.
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XXXVI Regular General Convention Delegates
November 6, 2021  Hallettsville, Texas

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 32 Houston - Anna Psencik and Gracie Perrard; Society No. 34 Hobson - Margaret Ryan and Kay Vajdos; Society No. 37 Hochheim - RoseMary Havlik and Pauline Kloesel; 
and Society No. 41 Ellinger - Gladys Polasek and Mary Vrazel.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 43 Ganado - Cecilia French and Frances Vesely; Society No. 44 Moravia - Theresa Rerich and Dorothy Henke; Society No. 46 Corpus Christi - Sofie Perkins and Loraine 
Nemec; and Society No. 47 Industry - Bernadette Jones and Neely Faye Vasicek.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 48 Cameron - Bettie Pagach and Ann Krenek; Society No. 49 Needville - Jeanette McDaniel and Olga Anders; Society No. 53 Wied - Helen Janak and Monica Peters; and 
Society No. 65 Holman - Janie Neiser and Ann Marie Dobecka.
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XXXVI Regular General Convention Delegates
November 6, 2021  Hallettsville, Texas

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 66 Weimar - Alice Michalke and Evelyn Thuemler; Society No. 69 Smithville - Betty Blaha and Katherine Karisch; Society No. 72 El Campo - Edith Molberg, Delores Dornak, 
Rose Marie Janak, and Katherine Helterbridle; and Society No. 77 Rosenberg - Bernice Frudensprung, Martha Macha, and Gloria Mican.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 83 Flatonia - Ann Bratton and Evelyn Miller; Society No. 85 Damon - Linda Pavlicek and Patsy Maroul; Society No. 89 Sinton - Monica Janda and Paulette Fay; and Society 
No. 93 Austin - Anita Kutach, Laura Duckworth, and Jane Hellinger.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 100 Bay City - Karen Owens and Margaret Hicks; Society No. 101 Victoria - Irene Brosch; Society No. 104 Abbott - Frances Pustejovsky, Jeanette Urbanovsky, and Kath-
erine Pustejovsky; and Society No. 108 Dallas - Sandy Adamcik.



Page 8 KJZT Family Life Journal November/December 2021

 

XXXVI Regular General Convention Delegates
November 6, 2021  Hallettsville, Texas

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 111 Edna - Georgie Templin; Society No. 114 Houston - Mary Kay Dittrich and Irene Dittrich; Society No. 115 Freeport - Gerardette Martin and Cynthia Grandjean; and 
Society No. 118 Taft - Sarah Ring and Teri Mutchler.

Pictured (L to R) are Society No. 125 Houston - Sharon Parker and Joan Hutchison; Society No. 126 Palacios - Angelina Castanon and Melissa Brown; and Society No. 130 Georgetown - Virginia Pargmann 
and Mary K Marusak. Pictured at far right (L to R) are Kay Vajdos and Margaret Ryan who were selling “Letters Out of Africa - Mission Journey”, a compilation of over 30 years of letters written by Sister 
Rebecca Janacek, I.W.B.S., R.N. Sister Rebecca is a member of KJZT Society No. 101 Victoria and KJZT Family Life helped to sponsor the book with a donation to help cover the cost of the publication.

Pictured (L to R) are KJZT Junior member and Altar Server Darren Jurena, KJZT State Chaplain and 
Auxiliary Bishop Rev. Gary Janak, Bishop Brenden Cahill of the Diocese of Victoria, Msgr. John Peters, 
and KJZT Junior member and Altar Server Alex Jurena.

Pictured (L to R in front) are State Directors Kathy Wishert, Arlene Cloyd, and Joyce Kurtz. Pictured (L 
to R in back) are State Directors Sally Long, Cynthia Morris, KJZT State Chaplain and Auxiliary Bishop 
Rev. Gary Janak, State Directors Donna Janda, Betty Vacek, and President/CEO Catherine Sylvester.



NOW HIRING: Marketing and Sales Manager
  KJZT Family Life is looking for a Marketing and Sales Manager to 
join our team! This person would be responsible for managing sales 
of the Fraternal’s products and services, recruiting and training life 
insurance sales agents, and ensuring consistent, profitable growth 
in sales revenues through positive planning, deployment and man-
agement of sales agents.
  See the back page of this Journal for more duties and responsi-
bilities and qualifications required for this position. 
  Email your resume to hr@kjzt.org and to request an application.
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KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 

$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 

$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued August 1, 2021 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.95% 

$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $50,000 + 2.20% 
$50,000 + 1.05%   

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued August 1, 2021 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.40% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 

$10,000-$49,999 1.75% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 2.15% $50,000 + 1.00% 

 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued August 1, 2021 
Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate $10,000 - $49,999 1.85% 

Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% $50,000 + 2.10% 
 

 

Congratulations to 
Kathy Wishert, 
State Director

for earning 
her FIC designation!

Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently gotten 
married, welcomed a baby, undergone a divorce or suffered a death in the fam-
ily? If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update your beneficiary.

If your primary beneficiary is incorrect or non-existent, the payment could pass 
on to your estate where it could be subject to taxes and fees. Life insurance 
proceeds are paid according to your designated beneficiaries. 

Think carefully before naming minor children as life insurance beneficiaries. 
Minor heirs cannot receive benefits from a life insurance policy until age 18 
unless there is a named legal guardian.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keeping designated beneficiaries up to 
date. If you would like to verify your current beneficiary, call the State Office at 
1-888-253-2338 and we would be happy to assist you.

XXXVI Regular General Convention
Sales Agent New Member Contest

For every new member policy issued, sales agents were entered 
into a contest drawing for a $500 VISA Gift Card. 

The winner is... Ira Randall! 
Congratulations, Ira!

The Societies also held a new member contest and the winning 
Society was drawn the day of Convention. 

The winner is... Society No. 10 Fayetteville! 
Congratulations!
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For a number of years now, those with Medi-
care Part B for longer than 12 months qualify for 
a yearly “wellness” visit at your doctor’s office. 
This visit which is different from a physical exam 
or regular doctor visit concentrates on disease pre-
vention and evaluation of risk factors to promote 
good health. This wellness visit is a covered ben-
efit of Medicare and is without cost, deductible, 
or copay to the patient. If you receive additional 

testing or services to the wellness visit, these aren’t covered and there may be 
cost involved.
  What should you expect with the Medicare wellness visit? Based on your 
health, behaviors, and individual condition, the caregiver will review your 
medical history and medications. Height, weight, and blood pressure will be 
recorded. Mood screening with questions regarding depression and tobacco and 
alcohol use screening is done. Diabetic patients may be asked about recent lab 
testing for hemoglobin A1c and recent eye exams to check for diabetic changes 
of the retina. You may be asked if you have considered or established a Medical 
Power of Attorney, someone to make medical decisions for you if you become 
unable to make them for yourself. New assessments for the visit will include 
cognitive questions to check for memory problems. Those taking prescription 
opioids may be assessed for their pain control and risks of overuse.
  Based on the information provided, your provider may discuss actions to pur-
sue for improved health such as stopping tobacco use, limiting or ceasing alco-
hol use, and diet or weight loss for those overweight. Your provider may review 
and counsel regarding reducing cardiovascular risk for those with known heart 
disease or those at risk for such. Proper recommendations for diabetes mellitus 
care regarding regular eye exams and laboratory testing are shared with diabetic 
patients. Other issues or risk factors might be identified for further investigation 
and management with a future medical appointment.
  Knowing this information ahead of time should make the visit smooth and easy 
for you and the provider. This wellness visit is not the time to bring in a list to 
discuss and evaluate other medical problems a person might be having. Your 
provider should be happy to set up an appropriate schedule to evaluate other 
medical conditions or concerns you might want addressed. Further information 
about the wellness exam and Medicare in general can be found in the “Medicare 
and You” handbook available to all Medicare recipients.

The Medicare 
Annual Wellness Visit

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Statement of Condition - June 30, 2021
Assets June 30, 2021 December 31, 2020
Corporate Bonds and Stock Holdings $147,753,411 $144,773,976
Mortgage Loans $3,149,935 $3,609,653
Real Estate $182,618 $205,716
Certificate Loans $159,627 $161,805
Cash and Cash Equivalents $6,771,679 $9,916,172
Other Invested Assets $2,850,158 $805,817
Total - Cash & Invested Assets $160,867,428 $159,473,139
Total - Other Than Invested Assets $1,967,253 $1,985,090
Total Assets $162,834,681 $161,458,229

Liabilities
Aggregate Reserve for Life Certificates $134,663,103 $133,491,128
Liability for Deposit Type Contracts $2,013,327 $2,104,345
Contract Claims $842,488 $1,116,563
Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) $1,328,976 $1,469,473
Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) $2,478,914 $2,033,594
All other Liabilities $3,745,135 $3,893,766
Total Liabilities $145,071,943 $144,108,869
Surplus $17,762,740 $17,349,360
Total Liabilities & Surplus $162,834,681 $161,458,229

Income June 30, 2021 December 31, 2020
Life Considerations $357,382 $1,880,792
Annuity Considerations $1,071,386 $3,779,309
Net Investment Income $3,922,632 $7,678,699
Amortization of IMR $95,081 $220,871
Miscellaneous Income $23,669 $5,789
Total Income $5,470,150 $13,565,460

Benefits and Expenses
Death, Annuity, Surrender Benefits $3,132,569 $8,594,757
Increase in Aggregate Reserve $1,171,975 $1,841,045
Expenses, Taxes and Commissions $1,060,010 $1,931,249
Total Expenses $5,364,554 $12,367,051
Net Gain from Operations $105,596 $1,198,409
Net Realized Gains (Losses) $83,210 ($667,728)
Net Income $188,806 $530,681

Surplus
Net Income $188,806 $530,681
Change in Unrealized Gains/Losses $441,118 ($27,156)
Change in Nonadmitted Assets $500,993 $21,437
Change in AVR ($445,320) $624,256
Change in Miscellaneous Write-Ins ($272,217) ($727,401)
Change in Surplus $413,380 $421,817

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is 
the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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KJZT Family Life
SUPPORTS

  National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Catholic 
education in the United States. Now entering its 48th anniversary year, CSW 
is traditionally held the last week in January. From January 30 to February 5, 
2022, the National Catholic Educational Association will host the traditional 
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Schools typically observe the week with 
Masses, assemblies and other activities for students, families, parishioners and 
community members to celebrate and congratulate. This year’s theme is again 
Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.
  Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strengthening its 
members lives through Catholic faith and community service. Join us in show-
ing your local Catholic school that KJZT Family Life supports them.
  In 2021, we had 14 societies participate in Catholic Schools Week and we want 
more in 2022! For the third year in a row, Societies took gifts for teachers and 
staff, snacks, breakfast, pencils for students and more to their local Catholic 
Schools to show them support.
  There are lots of ways to show your neighborhood Catholic School that they 
have the support of KJZT Family Life. The pandemic brought many changes to 
a normal school day these past 2 years. In addition to the ideas listed above, con-
sider adding on a purchase of hand sanitizer, cleaning products, or extra school 
supplies. Let’s thank our Catholic School teachers and staff while also providing 
them with the now necessary tools to conduct a safe school day for everyone.
  Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week with us. You can do any of the above activities or celebrate with 
your own ideas. Call the State Office to let us know your Society would like to 
participate.
  Send us a picture and story about how you and your Society celebrated your 
local Catholic School so we can publish it and share it with the publications of 
your Diocese. We look forward to hearing about your project ideas!

KJZT Family Life
Catholic School Tuition Benefit

  KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools and believes that all children 
should have access to a Catholic education. To aid in this, KJZT Family 
Life offers a Catholic School Tuition Benefit for KJZT members who 
qualify. This is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of $125 
each to students attending Catholic Schools. See below for guidelines. 
Other rules and restrictions may apply.

• The Catholic School Student must be a KJZT Family Life member 
with life insurance for at least one year.

• The student must be enrolled in a Catholic School, 
grades K-12, in the Fall of 2022.

• Students will be chosen through a random selection process.

• Benefits will be paid directly to the Catholic School.

• Parents/Guardians will need to complete and submit the 
Application and Student Verification Form that will be available 

online on March 1, 2022.

• Completed applications and verification forms will be due to the 
State Office by May 31, 2022.

JANUARY 2022
For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and perse-
cution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate 
from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

FEBRUARY 2022
For religious sisters and consecrated women
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for 
their mission and their courage; may they continue to find new respons-
es to the challenges of our times.

Prayer Intentions of Pope Francis
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The nationwide Rosary Coast to 
Coast rally was held on Sunday, 

October 10th, at 3:00 p.m. Society No. 118 Taft 
joined the annual rally and led a Patriotic Rosary at 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Taft. 

Members leading the Rosary included Genevieve Malott, Hailey 
Crawford, Kim Polasek, Anna Custer, Colby Custer, Stan Vacek, 
and Betty Vacek.

118 Taft

KJZT Society No. 118 Taft held a 
Rummage Sale as this year’s fun-

draiser. Funds raised will benefit The Purple Door, 
which helps families fleeing abusive situations, and 
Taft and Sinton Food Banks. Thanks to everyone 
who donated goods.

Members helping included Stan Vacek, Benny Polasek, Jim 
Pustejovsky, Sarah Ring, Blake Custer, Colby Custer, Allie Custer, 
Anna Custer, Janiece Pustejovsky, Betty Vacek, and Mark Puste-
jovsky. Not pictured is Kim Polasek and Jason Custer.

118 Taft The Society 
presented a do-

nation to the Santa Rosa Food Pantry.  

Pictured are Linda Odelson of Santa Rosa, Society President 
Mary Marusak and Society Treasurer Virginia Pargmann.

130 Georgetown

Society members 
worked the St. Paul 

Fall Festival fund raiser held on October 17th.

Society No. 69 workers were (sitting) Kim Dawson, back row: 
Betty Blaha and Carmen Hoskins; In front row: Kathy Karisch, 
Elizabeth Kahanek, and Gena Dawson. Other workers were Re-
becca Dawson and Baby Harper, Kathy Gail Courtemanche, and 
Tracey Zetka.

69 SmithvilleThe Sweet Home 
Society made a 

donation to “Community Connections of Lavaca 
County “ as part of the Feeding Families project for 
the year of 2021.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Beckey Janak, 
Gladys Hermes, and Irene Szwarc.

12 Sweet Home

St. Anne’s KJZT No. 4 Praha So-
ciety sponsored a Public Square 

Rosary in honor of Our Lady of Fatima on Saturday, 
Oct. 16th at 10 a.m. in front of St. Mary’s Church 
in Praha. Among those present were parishioners of 
St. Mary’s in Praha as well as Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Flatonia who came together on a brisk 
Saturday morning to pray the Rosary.

Pictured (from left) are Marcus Jasek, Robert Lev, Alphonse 
Kubenka, Josephine Kubenka, Georgia Cerny, Pat Masek, Nancy 
Jasek, Frances Garcia, Jovita Trejo and Ellene Vrazel. Photo by 
Paul Jasek.

4 Praha

The next issue's deadline 
is January 12th. 

Please send your submissions by email 
to info@kjzt.org or by mail to: 
Catherine Sylvester, Editor, 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.
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On Friday, September 3rd, 
KJZT Society No. 32 of 

Houston visited the Galveston-Houston Chancery. 
The society presented a monetary gift to their newly 
ordained Bishop Italo Dell’Oro. The Society also 
presented a donation for the studying seminarians 
and it was accepted by Marissela Ramirez, Secre-
tary to Fr. McNeillie.

Pictured (L to R) are Jean Walugura, George Psencik, Bishop 
Dell’Oro, Society President Anna Psencik, and Gracie Perrard.

32 Houston

KJZT Family Life JournalNovember/December 2021

On October 5, 2021, St. 
Mary’s Society No. 3 pre-

sented $400 to LAMB-Manna Food Pantry as part 
of the Feeding Families Across Texas Program. 

Pictured (L to R) are Dorothy Schneider, Ray Housley-Represen-
tative for LAMB, Deberah Konvicka, and Jennifer Janik.

3 St. Mary’sThe Guardian Angels 
Society No. 114 has had 

a busy Fall. In late September, they sponsored the 
plant booth for the St. Jerome drive-by festival and 
in October they held their Fall Bake Sale. Through 
the generous support of parishioners & community, 
the Society was able to present a $1,300 check to Fa-
ther Rafael Becerra benefiting St. Jerome’s Church 
for their People Helping People Parish project.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Lee Machacek, Irene Dittrich, Eleanor 
Sedlar, Mary Kay Dittrich and Phyllis Sternadel.

Pictured (L to R) are Judy & Grady Joiner, Pilar Salas, President 
Irene Dittrich, Helen Cantu, Maria Marquer, Jack Caldwell, Anita 
Peterson and Alphonso Cantu.

Pictured (L to R) are Dorothy Podsednik, Irene Dittrich, Mary Lee 
Machacek, Mary Kay Dittrich, Father Rafael Becerra and Jack 
Caldwell.

114 Houston At the fall state membership 
meeting of the Czech Heritage 

Society, the family of Eileen Rosipal was presented 
with the Blaha-Hejl Memorial Award for a deceased  
member of the Society. Eileen was very proud of her 
Czech heritage. This honor was based on her many 
years of work promoting and preserving our Czech 
heritage in Texas. Eileen was Society Treasurer for 
KJZT Society No. 93 Austin for many years before 
her passing. May she rest in peace.
  Pictured is member Michelle Hyzak holding one of 
the beautiful pink Carnival glass baskets that once 
belonged to the beloved Eileen Rosipal. The glass 
baskets were donated to the silent auction held at 
the St. Louis King of France feast day celebration.  
Michelle placed the highest bid. She said these trea-
sured pieces will have a prominent place in her china 
cabinet just as they did for many years in Eileen’s.

93 Austin

The adult Society sponsored two  par-
ish Trunk or Treat events for Hallow-

een. St. Joseph parish in Waxahachie held their event on 
Friday night, and St. John in Ennis held one on Saturday 
night.
  The adult group purchased the items for the treat bags 
and Junior members filled the bags. Adult members Sher-
ry Vrana, Melisa Tobola, and Joan Johnson handed out 
treats and coordinated the “Halo Toss” (ring toss) game.

Pictured (at right) are Coye Ferguson, Hudson, Beckham, and Easton 
Ruffin who stopped by the KJZT Society 16 trunk at the St. John Trunk 
or Treat.

16 Ennis



Page 14 KJZT Family Life Journal November/December 2021

The Society held its Annual 
Meeting and Social on Sat-

urday, November 13, 2021, at Vallarta Restaurant. 
Members and guests enjoyed a meal and fellowship 
plus collected nonperishable food items for the local 
Food Pantry.

1 Yoakum

Members collected nonper-
ishable food items in Novem-

ber in connection with their Annual Meeting and 
Social. Pictured are members presenting the dona-
tion to the Yoakum Food Pantry.

1 Yoakum

The Society took part 
in the annual Thanks-

giving Food Basket Drive for the Family Crisis Cen-
ter that serves the Fayette, Lee, Bastrop, and Colo-
rado Counties. 

Preparing to deliver the People Helping People Community Proj-
ect for 2021 were from left, President Elizabeth Kallus and Secre-
tary Marilyn Kothmann. 

31 La Grange

On Sunday, October 
17th, KJZT #37 pre-

sented the proceeds of the St. Ann fundraiser to Fa-
ther Matthew Huehlefeld.  

Pictured are Dennis Havlik, Thomas Wenzel, Father Matthew, Ro-
berta Wenzel, and Janet Zabransky.

37 Hochheim

The 112th Anniver-
sary of St. Frances 

of Rome Society No. 31 took place in November 
and on Monday, November 15th the annual meet-
ing and social was held at Sealand Restaurant in 
La Grange at 4:00 p.m. President Elizabeth Kallus 
called the meeting to order and led opening prayers 
especially remembering deceased members, Joyce 
Rohan, Elizabeth Cahoon, Angeline Winkler, Vivian 
Escalante, and Rose Wessels Hunger.  
  The pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags were re-
cited, reading of minutes was dispensed, Treasurer 
Barbara Eilert filed her report, bills were approved 
for payment, and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read 
correspondence from the KJZT State Office.
  KJZT CEF enrollments report sent by Vice Presi-
dent Joy Kovar showed six special birthdays, and 
seven sympathies by the Society, and 32 enrollments 
by individuals. The five deceased members were 
remembered with Mass intentions. Kallus gave the 
publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.   
All four officers attended the District V Family So-
cial hosted by Society No. 20 Cistern on Septem-
ber 19th; Kallus, Kothmann, and Eilert attended the 
officer’s luncheon hosted by State Director Donna 
Janda on October 24th.
  Quarterly meeting dates for 2022 were set, the 
Community Project Thanksgiving Basket for the 
Family Crisis Center was finalized, membership 
pins have been delivered, and delegate Kallus gave 
a report on the KJZT convention that was held Sat-
urday, November 6th in Hallettsville, saying Society 
No. 31 member, Joy Kovar, was elected as District 

31 La Grange

IV and V State Director with her term beginning 
January 2022. 
  Current officers were re-elected for 2022; the an-
nual feast day Mass will be Saturday, March 12th at 
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church 5:00 p.m. Mass 
and the Society will take part in Catholic Schools 
Week in January 2022. 
  District V State Director Donna Janda spoke about 
the convention and Society happenings; and she was 
thanked for her four years of service.
  The next quarterly Meeting is planned for Monday, 
February 21st. Attendance prize was won by Doris 
Lidiak. The meeting closed with a Prayer to St. Jo-
seph and the Memorare prayer and then the annual 
supper was enjoyed.

Pictured (from left) are Rose Recek, Barbara Brauner, Pat Wag-
ner, Doris Lidiak, Phyllis Chavarria, Barbara Eilert, John Eilert, 
Elizabeth Kallus, Donna Janda, Ben Chovanec, Otillie Matocha, 
and Anna Stribling. Not pictured is Marilyn Kothmann.

The Society continued their tra-
dition of providing Thanksgiv-

ing side dishes for the Mother Theresa Shelter in 
Corpus Christi. Thanks to Misty and Roger Kenne 
(pictured), owners of the Butter Churn Restaurant in 
Sinton, who together with their staff prepared dress-
ing, mashed potatoes and gravy, and green beans for 
300 homeless people on Thanksgiving Day. Holy 
Family Society members purchased the side dishes 
and delivered the food to the Shelter.

118 Taft
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The KJZT St. 
Anne’s Society 

#30 East Bernard prepared and delivered 4 Thanks-
giving baskets before the Thanksgiving Holidays 
for their People Helping People Project. Commu-
nity members receiving the baskets were Doris Ko-
lafa, Bernice Cavness, Mary Duyka and Ann and 
John Kramr. The families were very grateful for the 
baskets full of goodies!!

Pictured are KJZT member Annie Chudej helping her Grandmoth-
er, Julia Kubes (Society Secretary) prepare the baskets. 

30 East Bernard St. Elizabeth Society No. 6 met 
for its quarterly meeting on Octo-

ber 18, 2021, at the St. Joseph Church Parish Cen-
ter at 6:00 p.m. and 20 members enjoyed a meal of 
roasted chicken and other refreshments provided by 
the Society and members.
  General business was discussed. Officers elect-
ed at this meeting were President Helen Metzer, 
Vice President Mel Hall, Secretary/Reporter Liz 
Zemanek, and Treasurer Alisa Zubik. Loretta 
Lanicek and Mary Hovorak were re-appointed as 
Hospitality Committee Co-chairs.
  Also at this meeting, a donation of $500 was given 
to the Science Department at St. Joseph Catholic 
High School in Bryan.  

Presenting the check to Science educator Janine Barry was Liz 
Zemanek, Secretary.

6 Bryan

The meeting of the 
KJZT St Anne’s 

Society #10 was called to order at 1 p.m. on No-
vember 16th at St John’s Recreation Hall. President 
Mary Jane Toddy opened the meeting with prayers 
for all living members and their families and led the 
group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  Vice President Helen Wied reported on thank you 
cards received, Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurers re-
port and Secretary Rose Rohde read minutes from 
the previous meeting.    
  President Mary Jane Toddy and Treasurer Lois 
Kaspar attended the 1-day convention in Halletts-
ville. State Director Arlene Cloyd gave a report on 
the convention. Bishop Cahill and Bishop Janak 
spoke at the convention and discussed the new by-
laws for KJZT.
  The group discussed selling cookbooks on the 
square December 11th during the Fayetteville 
Christmas celebration.
  The guest speaker was Fayetteville Mayor Stroup.  
He spoke about upcoming events and future plans in 

10 Fayetteville

Fayetteville.
  Two transfer members were welcomed from Soci-
ety #14; Sharon Kuehn and Sheri Kuehn.
  Rose Rohde won the attendance prize. After the 
closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned. Lunch 
and bingo followed with the next meeting being 
February 15, 2022.

The Society had 
their 3rd quarterly 

meeting at Rigos Cafe and the director was pres-
ent. The Society also recently made a donation to a 
school. The principal was very happy.

Pictured (L to R) are Principal Jennifer, Hattie Houdek, and Eliza-
beth Blackburn. 

124 Texas City

Students of St. Mary’s Catholic 
School (The Mustangs) in West 

collected over 1,175 items for the Church of The 
Assumption Food Pantry, which is sponsored by the 
West KJZT, Society #11. The items were presented 
by the 8th graders after Mass on Thursday, Novem-
ber 18th to KJZT members.

Pictured in front is Jaidn Sparks. Pictured (L to R in second row) 
are Madison Lucas, Helayna Martinez, Kanon Kolar, Heidi Har-
rington, Kari Jo Lednicky, Maria Perez, Emiliano Rodriquez, 
Taylor Hobbs and Dolores Sykora. Pictured in third row are Toni 
Snapka, Joyce Nors, Beatrice Nors, Marlie Rogers, MacKennon 
Sammon, Sylee Sulak, Kaylynn Janek, Laynee Pickens, Zach-
ary Lednicky and Liz Vanek. Pictured in fourth row are Ethan Gil-
laspie, Cotton Parrish and Parker Pustejovsky. Pictured in back 
row are Mary Ann Stone, Libbie Veselka, Betty Kostecka, Angie 
Hovde and Theresa Plsek.

11 West

Merry Christmas to all 
of our hard-working 
Society Officers and 

members!
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Several members and guests 
of KJZT No. 6 Bryan attended 

the RED-C Catholic Radio Annual Benefit Din-
ner on the evening of November 11, 2021, at the 
Brazos Center in Bryan. The theme of the event 
was “CHEERS TO ST. JOSEPH,” since 2021 was 
named by the Church as the Year of St. Joseph. The 
Society was honored with one of the highest spon-
sor tables, donating at the $1,000-and-above level 
through their recent “No-Bake Bake Sale” project.  
The event program prominently listed KJZT FAM-
ILY LIFE, St. Elizabeth Society KJZT #6, as a main 
sponsor.
  Following the opening prayer, a delicious dinner 
was served. After the blessing, the main speakers 
Adam Minihan & David Niles spoke on the subject 
of “Go to Joseph.” The RED-C (Religious Education 
for the Domestic Church) Catholic Radio reports 
were given by Dennis Macha, President and Thad-
deus Romansky, General Manager. Two new radio 
stations in the areas of Cameron, Taylor, Rockdale, 
Hallettsville and Shiner will be added.
  Dennis and Thaddeus, along with Paul Rieger and 
Robin Romansky spoke of a new initiative they 
would like to launch called Victory Sports in order 
to energize the Catholic laity, reinvigorate the do-
mestic church, produce witnesses, vocations, and 
ultimately saints through ground-breaking competi-
tive sports leagues for youths of the parishes. Dona-
tions were requested for RED-C Radio as well as the 
new Victory Sports start-up. 
  During the dinner, door prizes were awarded. The 
event was very informative and fun for all those 
present. ST. JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US.

Pictured (L to R) are Liz Zemanek, Rose Marie Boriskie, Helen 
Metzer, Linda Stetz, Pam Stetz, Loretta Lanicek, Lorraine Roesler, 
Pat Moss, and Linda Holubec.

6 Bryan In November, the Society pre-
sented a check to Austin Coun-

ty Meals on Wheels from proceeds raised in Sep-
tember’s No Bake - Bake Sale. 

Pictured (L to R) are Theadra Curry (AC Meals on Wheels), Adela 
Wadephul, and Joleen Phillips.

In December, the Society presented a check to 
Guardian Angel St. Vincent de Paul Society from 
proceeds raised in September’s No Bake-Bake Sale.  

Pictured (L to R) are Bernice Brast, Sandy Rowe, and Donald 
Hodges (SVdP officers), Stephaniah Phillips and Adela Wadephul 
(KJZT members) and Debbie Williams (SVdP officer).

On December 6th, members made goodie bags for 
shut-ins and elderly members in the community to-
taling 28 bags.  

Pictured (L to R) are Adela Wadephul, Eileen Parks, Stanley and 
Judith Michulka, and Mary and David Kulhanek.

22 Wallis KJZT Society #28 of Fren-
stat made a donation to 

the Food For Families Food Drive at the Burleson 
County location on December 1, 2021. This food 
drive takes place in the Brazos Valley area each 
year and has donation locations in several counties 
in the area. The donations remain in the area where 
they are collected, the local banks being under the 
umbrella of the Brazos Valley Foodbank located 
in Bryan, which helps keep the out-lying locations 
supplied, too. The Society also had a successful pre-
Thanksgiving bake sale on November 21st. They 
were so busy selling desserts and when it was all 
over there were no treats left.

Pictured are Marcella Franzetti, President and Barbara Tutt, Vice-
President.

28 Frenstat

The Society held 
their Annual Christ-

mas Party on Sunday, Dec.12th.

Pictured (L to R) are Msgr. John Peters (Pastor of Sacred Heart), 
Mary Ann Pavliska (Treasurer), Renee Hardt (Secretary), Jennifer 
Golsch Hoffmann (President), Alice Jo Summers (Mayor of the 
City of Hallettsville), Father Christopher Korang (Parochial Vicar), 
Joyce Kurtz (State Director) and Mary Ann Janca (VP).

2 Hallettsville
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Junior News
As a People Helping Peo-
ple Community Work Proj-

ect, the juniors recently placed small white crosses 
on graves of infants, children and young adults at 
Fatima Cemetery. Juniors also placed U.S. flags on 
veterans’ graves.

Pictured (on front row L to R) are: Camille Kaska, Lucas Hafer-
kamp, Thomas Kolar, Weston Sustala and Samuel Kolar.  Second 
row: Lola Jaska, Audrey Pustejovsky, Mabry Sustala, Addison 
Pustejovsky, Bryson Murphy, Quintin Kaska, David DeBenedictis 
and Johnny Pustejovsky.  Third row: Kyle Gerik, Grayson Pustejo-
vsky, Paxton Pustejovsky, Mariann Pustejovsky, Katie Hanaway, 
Ally Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Will Gerik and Connor Sullins. 
Back row: Ryan Pustejovsky and Preston Pustejovsky. 

104 Abbott

Sweet Home So-
ciety 12 Juniors 

provided and served Nachos at the Parish Picnic as 
part of their “People Helping People” parish project 
for 2021.

Pictured (L to R) are Darren Jurena, Autumn and Atalanta Sum-
mer, and Alex Jurena. Pictured seated is Kenzie and Kayla Kurtz.

12 Sweet Home

The juniors hosted a pan-
cake breakfast on October 

24th to benefit Care Net Pregnancy Center of Cen-
tral Texas. A big thank you to everyone who gen-
erously supported the fundraiser, especially those 
who donated supplies and helped cook. As a People 
Helping People Community Fund Raiser, the Ju-
niors will receive a 50% match from the State KJZT 
office, bringing the total donation to $1,473.00! 

Pictured are the juniors who worked at the breakfast. Front row 
(L to R) Izzy Haferkamp, Bryson Murphy, Molly Lucas, David 
DeBenedictis, Camille Kaska, Lucas Haferkamp, Samuel Kolar, 
and Thomas Kolar. Second row: Will Gerik, Grayson Pustejovsky, 
Paxton Pustejovsky, Allison Pustejovsky, Quintin Kaska, Joel Lu-
cas, and Lola Jaska. Back row: Ryan Pustejovsky, Connor Sul-
lins, Preston Pustejovsky, Keaton Pustejovsky, Madison Murphy, 
Kyle Gerik, and Mariann Pustejovsky.

104 AbbottThe Sweet Home 
KJZT Junior So-

ciety #12 (St. Ludmila) gathered at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Koerth for their annual 
pilgrimage and prayers and cemetery cleanup com-
munity project.

Pictured in back are Darren Jurena, Autumn Summers, and Ata-
lanta Summers. Pictured in front are Alex Jurena, Kenzie Kurtz, 
and Kayla Kurtz.

Pictured are Darren Jurena, Alex Jurena, Kenzie Kurtz, Autumn 
Summers, Kayla Kurtz, and Atalanta Summers.

12 Sweet Home

Juniors recently honored the 
veterans at church with a gift 

bag to say “thank you for serving”. 

Pictured are Eli Prihoda, Iris Alvear, Coralline Alvear, Alex Adams, 
Caroline Jetton, Claire Jetton, Abigail Barton, Danny Zwahr, Mr. 
Cavazos, Doug Morris, and Randy Adams.

85 Damon

Damon KJZT Juniors col-
lected Thanksgiving food 

and a turkey for three needy families.

85 Damon
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KJZT Juniors honored Sherri 
Zacharias with a gift certificate as 

she will be retiring as Junior Director after this year.  
The Society would like to thank her for her years of 
dedicated service to the Junior KJZT Society.
  If anyone would like to serve as Junior Director of 
the Junior KJZT Society No. 11 West, please call 
Sherri Zacharias at (254) 715-7907 or Theresa Plsek 
at (254) 644-5857.

Pictured front row (L to R) – Colton Enders, Nicole Enders holding 
Steven Enders, Jr., Sherri Zacharias and Emily Polansky; back 
row (L to R) – Maverick Plsek, Caleb Gerik, Zachary Gerik and 
Jacob Divin.

11 West

West KJZT juniors and adults 
cleaned at the St. Mary’s Cem-

etery on Saturday, October 30th starting at 2:00 pm. 
They picked up tree limbs, old flowers and swept 
graves.

Pictured front row: Colton Enders; middle row L to R – Sherri 
Zacharias, Nicole Enders, Emily Polansky, Melissa Gerik, Becky 
Enders holding Steven Enders Jr.; back row -  Theresa Plsek, Ca-
leb Gerik, Zachary Gerik, Maverick Plsek, Jacob Divin and Carrie 
Divin. Not pictured are Eric Bates and Jo Polansky.

11 West

On September 12, 2021, the 
KJZT Juniors celebrated Mass 

before the annual church picnic. They volunteered 
their time that afternoon at a snow cone and game 
booth. Adison Dach and Cutter Hubnik lit candles 
for the rosary. Cutter Hubnik, Kenley Harris and 
Bailey Vansa brought up the gifts. 

Pictured are Lily Brunson, Adison Dach, Kenley Harris, and Kate 
Kapriva who had the first shift at the snow cone booth. 

Pictured are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Page Kapriva, Bailey 
Vansa, and Clayton Vansa who worked the first shift at the game 
booth.

21 Marak On Sunday, October 17th, 
KJZT members were in charge 

of the Plant Stand at the Guardian Angel Church 
Bazaar. Several Junior and adult members worked, 
as well as helped in several areas of the bazaar in-
cluding the kitchen, drive thru line, Country Store 
and Plant Stand booths. On October 24th, Junior and 
adult members cleaned the Guardian Angel Ceme-
tery. They replaced old flowers with new and tidied 
up in preparation of All Souls Day Mass, which was 
held on Monday, November 1st at the cemetery.

Members from left to right: Payton, Riley Jo, Audra Cross, Stepha-
niah Phillips, Jared Cross, Rebecca Colson, Eileen Parks, and 
Adela Wadephul. Photo taken by John Wadephul.

22 Wallis

Abbott Society #104 and its 
junior division participated 

in Feeding Families Across Texas. The society was 
able to present Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries with 
a total donation of $1,590 for the Food for Families 
Drive on Friday, November 19th. The adults col-
lected $475 from Immaculate Heart of Mary parish-
ioners and also made a $100 donation to the drive.  
The juniors collected $615 in donations. The State 
Office matched $200 for the adult division project 
and $200 for the junior division project.

Pictured with a Food for Families representative is Junior Director 
Molly Gerik.

104 Abbott

On November 7th, the ju-
niors hosted the fried fish 

dinner as their People Helping People Parish Fun-
draiser Project. Several junior members helped pre-
pare the food, worked the serving lines, filled bever-
age cups, cut and served desserts, and cleaned the 
kitchen and hall.

104 Abbott



The Ennis juniors collected do-
nations of socks, scarves, hats, 

and gloves donated by members of St. John Nepo-
mucene parish. They made 78 Blessing Bags with 
the cold weather items as well as snacks and toi-
letries at their December meeting/Christmas party. 
There were enough donations to make many more 
bags at the January meeting for the homeless in En-
nis, and the DFW area.

Pictured are Ennis juniors with St. Nicholas and the Blessing Bags 
they made at their December meeting/Christmas party. Front: 
Kolton Vrana, Jake Ruffin, Eli Gilburt, St. Nicholas (Joe Galetka), 
Kale Vrana. Middle: Hunter Ruffin, Christopher Houston, Kend-
all Flores, Kolby Flores, Graham Liska, Jovie Vrana, Levi Lytle, 
Leo Gilburt, Cameron Mikula, Marley Lytle, MacKenzie Tobola, 
Olivia McBurnett, Andie Gilburt, Hudson Ruffin, Beckham Ruffin, 
Zoee Juricek, Levi Moore, Casen Cline, Tracen Tobola Back: Jose 
Flores, Charlie Houston, Ruth Mikula, Adelynn Liska, Ellie Clark, 
Easton Ruffin, Wyatt Zhanel, Hunter Zhanel, Chloe Cline, Kath-
erine Clark, Molly Clark, Lucas Evans, Brenden Evans, Cooper 
Cline, Anaston Payne, Amberly Payne.
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In November, the juniors from 
Ennis Society 16, held a prayers 

service at the parish cemetery to pray for All Souls. 
They then visited various graves and prayed for in-
dividual souls. Adult members were invited to join 
the juniors, and several did.

Ennis juniors that prayed for all souls were Carsyn Rhodes, Hunt-
er Ruffin holding Beckham Ruffin, Quinn Rhodes, Hudson Ruffin, 
Leo Gilburt, Eli Gilburt (hidden behind Eli is Evie Waedekin), Levi 
Lytle, Marley Lytle holding Titus Waedekin, Andie Gilburt, Lucas 
Evans, Easton Ruffin, Brenden Evans, Jake Ruffin, and Carleigh 
Rhodes.

16 Ennis

On December 
9th, KJZT #12 St. 

Ludmila Society held their annual Christmas social 
at Werner’s Restaurant in Shiner. The Juniors led 
with the junior pledge, followed by reading a few 
Christmas poems with a slight twist. (Example: Ru-
dolf the snot nosed reindeer). 
  State Director Joyce Kurtz presented Alex and Dar-
ren Jurena each with a $25 appreciation check for 
altar serving at the State Convention in Hallettsville 
on November 6th. Junior Director Diana Jurena pre-
sented each junior with a small appreciation gift for 
all their hard work raising money for the community 
and churches. At the end of the meeting and meal, 
the juniors drew numbers for door prizes.

Pictured (L to R) are Alex Jurena, Darren Jurena, Madelyn Kurtz, 
Kayla Kurtz and Kenzie Kurtz.

12 Sweet Home

On November 
24th, the KJZT 

Junior Society #12 donated $200 to Manna Food 
Pantry in Hallettsville and $50 to the St. Nicholas 
Ministry also in Hallettsville. 

Pictured are Darren Jurena, Monsignor John Peters (Sacred 
Heart Church, Hallettsville), and Alex Jurena.  

12 Sweet Home The St. John the 
Baptist Catho-

lic Church Cemetery flag was tattered and faded. 
KJZT Junior Society #12 removed the old flag and 
replaced it with a new flag donated by a generous 
Society #12 member. The tattered flag was properly 
folded to be retired and disposed of properly with 
honors by a local Boy Scout troop.  

Pictured is Darren Jurena lowering the damaged flag.

12 Sweet Home

16 Ennis

Ennis juniors, Kolby Flores and 
Graham Liska, are pictured with 

Tim Brown of Jesus Freaks Street Ministry. He ac-
cepted 50 Blessing Bags on behalf of the organiza-
tion that were made by the juniors to distribute to 
the homeless of Ennis and surrounding areas.

16 Ennis



As the year is coming to an end and the pandemic 
lingers on, it seems like more activities are hap-
pening. Hopefully everyone will be able to enjoy 
their Christmas Family Gatherings, KJZT Fam-
ily Life events and any other holiday celebrations 
safely.
  “Congratulations” to all the District Junior Rep-
resentatives and Point & Merit Recipients for 
their dedication during the year. Next year, the 
Juniors will continue to receive their awards at 

the District Socials if the time will allow for them to be held.
  Now is the time to make sure that all Local Activity forms are mailed in so that 
proper credit can be given to the Juniors. Other Junior information for 2022 is 
in the process of being mailed. The Registration Form, Point & Merit Forms for 
each of the Juniors and scrapbook need to be turned in by February 1st, 2022.
  2022 Camp Guardian Angel will be held starting on Sunday, June 26th thru 
Wednesday, June 29th at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Raffle tickets will 
be available for the Juniors to sell to help defray their cost of camp. The tickets 
will be mailed to the Junior Directors.
  Scholarship applications are available and can be requested by the Junior mem-
bers from the State Office.  More information about the scholarships can be 
found in this issue of the journal.
  We are very thankful for all the parents, Juniors, Junior Directors and all mem-
bers of this organization. It would not be what it is today if it was not for all of 
you. Once again, thank you for all that you do for KJZT Family Life. Please let 
me know if there is anything that I can do for you. 
  May Baby Jesus Bless all of you this Christmas Season and in the New Year 
with good health.

Light a Christmas Candle
Say a Christmas Prayer
Sing a Christmas Carol

His Christmas Love is everywhere.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 Vesele Vanoce a Stastny Novy Rok

Page 20 KJZT Family Life Journal November/December 2021

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Student Scholarship Applications may be 
requested until December 31st. 

KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce that scholarship applica-
tions for the year 2022 are now available. Students must submit 
a written request for an application in one of the following ways:

Mail:  PO Box 18896,  Austin, TX 78760
Fax:  512.444.6887 or Email:  info@kjzt.org

  To be eligible for a KJZT scholarship, an applicant must be a ju-
nior member in good standing for at least one year. Scholarships 
are available to high school graduates planning to attend college 
and current college students. 
  Applications and additional requested materials must be mailed 
to the State Office and postmarked by January 15th. Any ques-
tions, contact the State Office at 1.888.253.2338.

District I - Kade Leist and Seryna Garza, 
	         Shiner Society No. 5

District II - Chase Janicek and Meagan Brothers, 
	          Praha Society No. 4

District V - Zachary Janda, 
	          Hostyn Society No. 23

District VIII - Caroline & Claire Jetton and Clayton Pavlicek, 	
		     Damon Society No. 85

District IX - Mark Flores and Victoria Castanon, 
		  Palacios Society No. 126

District X - Alley & Katie Hanaway and Will Gerik, 
	          Abbott Society No. 104

District XI - Tessa Vaculin and Chase Hubnik, 
		  Marak Society No. 21

District XV - Addie Berry & Bryleigh Pless and Luke Blaschke, 
		  Freeport Society No. 115

Congratulations!

2021 District 
Junior Representatives



KJZT Junior members of Society No. 4 Praha - Matthew and Lily Sylvester, and KJZT Junior member of 
Society No. 24 Ammannsville - Hadley Wick, attended the Texas Czech Heritage Cultural Center’s annual 

Heritage Festival & 
Muziky in October. While 
at the Festival, the three 
had the chance to meet 
Miss Texas Czech-Slovak 
Queen Madison Murphy! 
Madison is a KJZT mem-
ber of Society No. 104 
Abbott.

Pictured (L to R) are Matthew 
Sylvester, Hadley Wick, Miss 
Texas Czech-Slovak Queen 
Madison Murphy, and Lily Syl-
vester.
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Ridge Skow is a new member of Society No. 72 El 
Campo. He is the son of Bryan and Courtney Skow, 
grandson to Allan and Jeanie Janak, great-grandson 
to Rose Marie Janak, and great-nephew to Bishop 
Gary Janak. Ridge and his three older brothers are 
all members of KJZT. Ridge was baptized by Bish-
op Gary, his “Uncle G”, on September 26, 2021. 
The family believes his late uncle Brandon Janak is 
smiling proudly down from heaven.

Karaline Bettge is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. She is the daughter of Kevin and Kenna Bet-
tge, and the granddaughter of Billy Bettge, Amanda 
Gilbert, and Lisa Gilley. 

KJZT Family Life JournalNovember/December 2021

Darren Jurena from Junior Society #12 Sweet Home 
was awarded 2nd place in his division at the Lavaca 
County 4-H Shooting Sports Competition.  

Junior Member Wins 2nd

Junior Members Visit the Queen
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“In Memoriam”
KJZT Family Life Journal November/December 2021

Christmas Kindness Activities
donate used books to a library

take dinner to 
another family

take treats to your local police or fire station

go Christmas caroling 
at a nursing home

do something for 
someone who is in 
need, sad or lonely

collect old towels and blankets 
to take to the animal shelter

Celebrate the Feast Day of 
the Holy Family on
December 26, 2021

Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, 

and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues 

and stand united by the strength of Your love 
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. 

Amen.

KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day. Some suggestions for celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Family are participating in Sunday Mass together as a family, 
pray the rosary as a family, call your parents and siblings on this special day, 
pray for the deceased members of your family, or volunteer as a family to assist 
in your parish or community.

Contributions made by Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak, State Chaplain

Calendar of Events
December 24 - 28
The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays.

December 26
Feast Day of the Holy Family.

December 31 - January 3
The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

January 30 - February 5
Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the 
United States. See page 11 for more details and how you and your Society can 
participate. 

“Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries 
of the universe. Send your Spirit upon these students and fill them with your 
wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies 
and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

February 5
The Czech Ex-Students’ Association of Texas, CESAT will have a virtual annual 
meeting on February 5, 2022, at 9AM. The mission of CESAT is to preserve the 
Czech language in Texas. Our current efforts are to have the Czech language 
taught in Texas high schools. To join the meeting, please email Thadious Po-
lasek at polasek29@gmail.com or Deborah Bartley at debbiebartley@me.com 
for a link to the meeting. Join the meeting to learn about the successes and what 
yet needs to be done.

March 1
Catholic School Tuition Benefit Applications will be available online. For those 
who qualify, this is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of $125 each 
to students attending Catholic Schools. See page 11 for qualifications and re-
quirements.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
1	 YOAKUM		  HELEN (HERMES) JOHNSON			  8/30/2021		  91
1	 YOAKUM		  MILLIE (TUREK) LEV				   10/16/2021		  86
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 MARCIA (SANDELOVIC) HRNCIR		  5/17/2021		  65
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 MARY (KOZEL) GRAHMANN			  9/12/2021		  97
4	 PRAHA		  PATRICIA (JASEK) TYDLACKA		  9/29/2021		  74
5	 SHINER		  MARY (ETZLER) BERGER			   4/19/2021		  74
5	 SHINER		  MARY (TOMAS) RINN			   8/22/2021		  69
6	 BRYAN		  PETE SACULLA				    9/26/2021		  93
7	 DUBINA		  WILLIE (BARTON) KRISTYNIK		  8/29/2021		  87
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 ADELL (MALOTA) COUFAL			   9/25/2021		  91
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 LILLIAN (PIWETZ) KRENEK			   8/18/2021		  91
11	 WEST			   KRISTI ANN NORS				    9/17/2021		  34
11	 WEST			   ROSALIE MARIE WALLA			   2/28/2015		  93
12	 SWEET HOME		 DOROTHY MAE KUPKA			   10/20/2021		  83
12	 SWEET HOME		 DOROTHY (SCHNEIDER) BOEHM		  9/7/2021		  89
16	 ENNIS			   DOROTHY (JELINEK) LAZA			   10/18/2021		  73
16	 ENNIS			   JAMES BERT WALKER			   10/31/2019		  71
18	 GRANGER		  ALICE (MATULA) HAJDA			   9/5/2021		  88
18	 GRANGER		  HELEN (NEMEC) REPA			   8/27/2021		  89
19	 TAYLOR		  ANNA (URBANEK) VITTEK			   10/31/2021		  90
19	 TAYLOR		  LYDIA STIBA KASPAR			   7/16/2021		  91
21	 MARAK		  CAROLYN (BACHMEYER) HUBNIK		  11/8/2021		  77
29	 FRYDEK		  IRENE (ZAPALAC) HUNDL			   10/2/2021		  94
30	 EAST BERNARD	 MARY (VITEK) TYDLACKA			   9/29/2021		  98
31	 LA GRANGE		  ANGELINE (TUPA) WINKLER		  9/19/2021		  91
32	 HOUSTON		  DIANA (ROEDER) BOWLER			   7/17/2021		  69
32	 HOUSTON		  SANDRA (DUKE) BLANKS			   7/21/2021		  75
44	 MORAVIA		  BETHANY (RERICH) SIMON			   11/1/2019		  37
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ALICE (ONDRUSEK) SPICAK			  9/12/2021		  95
53	 WIED			   MILDRED (JANAK) KONCABA		  9/25/2021		  90
66	 WEIMAR		  DAVID E HUSMANN				    12/18/2020		  67
70	 KARNES CITY		 ROSE (WITTE) JAUER			   4/30/2021		  82
72	 EL CAMPO		  DOROTHY (CERNOCH) DETTLING		  2/22/2021		  91
72	 EL CAMPO		  HELEN (DLUHOS) DORNAK			   10/23/2021		  92
72	 EL CAMPO		  LEE ROY KRAUSKOPF			   3/14/2021		  91
72	 EL CAMPO		  MARTHA (BARTOS) MAREK			   9/11/2021		  89
83	 FLATONIA		  CYNTHIA (ROBINSON) BACA		  8/28/2021		  79
89	 SINTON		  GEORGIA (PAVLAS) JURANEK		  9/7/2021		  93
93	 AUSTIN		  LEONITA (BOLECH) COLWELL		  10/14/2021		  84
99	 BAYTOWN		  JANICE (NORSWORTHY) CLENDENNEN	 9/18/2021		  93
99	 BAYTOWN		  OLGA (SRUBAR) SVRCEK			   10/5/2021		  92
101	 VICTORIA		  BEATRICE (MOTAL) DIERINGER		  8/18/2021		  80
101	 VICTORIA		  EVELYN (MIZERA) MOZISEK		  10/16/2021		  90
104	 ABBOTT		  MONICA SUE PUSTEJOVSKY			  10/18/2021		  58
108	 DALLAS		  ANNA (RYCHLIK) DOKUPIL			   9/25/2021		  83
111	 EDNA			   JOHN J MAREK				    9/1/2021		  88
115	 FREEPORT		  NORMAN MENDOZA				   8/13/2016		  56

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.
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POSITION:  MARKETING AND SALES MANAGER

POSITION SUMMARY:
Manage sales of the Fraternal’s products and services. Recruit, train and 
develop life insurance sales agents in the field to help members select 
the best insurance products that fit their needs. Coordinate sales pro-
duction by establishing goals to accomplish sales objectives. Ensure 
consistent, profitable growth in sales revenues through positive plan-
ning, deployment and management of sales agents. Identify objectives, 
strategies and action plans to improve short- term and long-term sales 
and earnings.

EDUCATION: College degree or equivalent experience strongly pre-
ferred.

CERTIFICATES AND LICENSES:  Must hold a Texas Life Agent License 
and have strong knowledge of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and 
applications.

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES
POSITION:  INSURANCE SERVICES MANAGER

POSITION SUMMARY:
The Insurance Services Manager shall be fully knowledgeable of the 
work and duties of the Insurance Services Department. The Insurance 
Services Manager is responsible for the Insurance and Annuity 
Department, submitting various reports to the board, maintains mem-
bership records, and performs other duties as the need arises and/or as 
defined in the bylaws.

EDUCATION: College degree or equivalent experience strongly pre-
ferred.

CERTIFICATES AND LICENSES: General Lines Insurance License through 
TDI preferred.

For both of these positions,
Request an application and send resumé to hr@kjzt.org


