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Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us throughout this year.

- KJZT Family Life Board of Directors

The XXXVI Regular General Convention
 is finally here!

Pictured standing (L to R) are State Directors Kathy Wishert, Betty Vacek, Sally Long, Cynthia Morris and Joyce Kurtz. Pictured 
seated is State Director and Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd. Not pictured is State Director Donna Janda.



Now Hiring President/CEO
KJZT Family Life is looking to engage a chief executive officer (CEO)/President to grow their historic 
fraternal society into the next chapter of organizational success. This individual’s primary responsibili-
ties include providing strategic financial and operational leadership for KJZT, managing the overall op-
erations and resources of the fraternal society, and acting as the main point of communication between 
the board of directors and the administrative office. 

This position will operate as the public face of the society and should have like-minded values as the 
members of KJZT, including a strong sense of faith, community, and financial security.

To request an application and send your resumé, please email info@kjzt.org. Any questions, please call 
the State Office at 1-888-253-2338.
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Introducing Assistant to the VP/Insurance Services 
Gillian Marek

KJZT Family Life would like to introduce new Assistant to the VP/
Insurance Services, Gillian Marek. Gillian grew up in the Cistern area 
and attended school in Smithville. She recently graduated from the 
University of Texas at Austin in May 2021 with a BA in International 
Relations and Global Studies, and a minor in Italian. While at UT, Gil-
lian was a member of the spirit organization Texas Lonestars, and was 
Vice President for the 2020 - 2021 school year. Her favorite things to 
do are hang out with her friends and family, shop, and spend time with 
her cat Fazu. Her mother, Virginia Marek, and grandmother, Virginia 
Patek, are both members of Society No. 1 in Yoakum, and her grand-
mother, Evelyn Marek, is a member of Society No. 72 in El Campo. 

Fall has arrived. Just waiting on the crisp air to arrive. Our XXXVI 
KJZT Family Life Regular General Convention in Hallettsville, Tex-
as is almost here. We are preparing just like our ancestors did over a 
125 years ago bringing societies together. I would like to thank the 
societies for electing their delegates who will attend this convention 
and thank the delegates ahead of time before the convention for tak-
ing on this task. I would like to thank our State Directors for helping 
to prepare our delegates for the convention with their Officer/Del-
egate meetings. To my staff at the KJZT Office, thank you for your 
hard work and dedication on this convention and all you do for this 
fraternal. Hope to see all at the convention.

  Our Scholarships for year 2022 applications may be requested from October 15th thru December 
31st. Please contact Liz at the State Office for more information.  
  As we prepare for the convention we also are preparing for Halloween, please be careful while out 
with your children and hope they will enjoy the day with lots of goodies.
  May the Blessed Mother continue to guide and bless each of you.   

From the President’s Desk
By Arlene Cloyd, Interim President/CEO
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In a special way, during the months of October and November, we reflect upon the gift of life and express, in a profound man-
ner, our gratitude to God for his many blessings.  Pope Francis has challenged us to “open our hearts to life!”  As followers of 
Jesus, we seek the protection of all life, from the moment of conception until natural death.  With the advancement of health 
care technology, including high definition 3D ultrasound imaging, we can now see and hear, more than ever before, the reality 
of life in the womb. 

Like you, I find it unpleasant to even think about abortion procedures done to innocent children or the physical and sexual abuse 
and trafficking of children that is all too rampant in our world.  It also saddens me to recall the neglect so often experienced 
by those with disabilities and how, all too often, our elderly and the dying are left alone, afraid, in pain and feeling unloved.  

As Catholics, we are not only against abortion, we are pro-life—followers of Christ who seek to protect the God-given gift of 
life, at all stages.  As the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops states:  “We proclaim that human life is a precious gift 
from God; that each person who receives this gift has responsibilities toward God, self and others; and that society, through its 
laws and social institutions, must protect and nurture human life at every stage of its existence”.

Abortion is immoral and inhumane.  It indeed stops a beating heart.  The death of every aborted child must plague us.  It must move us, in the very depth of our 
conscience, to do whatever we can to stop this atrocity.  Every single abortion performed in our country, and throughout the world, serves as a constant reminder 
that when we deny life to someone, at any and every stage of development, we deny God—the author of all life.

In almost every pro-life march or activity in which I have participated, I have many times being introduced to children, after their birth mothers decided not to 
abort them, who have been adopted by loving families.  I have never been told by a woman in counseling or sacramentally, that she is pleased she had an abortion.  
The opposite is true.  Many ponder on what it might have been, if they had chosen to give life to their unborn child. 

This is the reason we are called to pray for women who have been traumatized by the experience of abortion.  We are to exemplify compassion and Christian love 
to them and invite them to learn more about the Catholic Church’s ministry to them, such as the Rachel Project. 

Every abortion leaves a scar on humanity and further erodes our human rights.  If we can take the life of an innocent child, before they are even born, what will 
stop those in authority from taking the lives they deem unworthy or undeserving to live?  Who gets to decide?  Only God, the author of life, has the final say:  “The 
Lord God formed man out of the clay of the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and so man became a living being” (Gn 2:7). 

Yes, to be pro-life is more than being anti-abortion.  Pro-life incorporates the embracement of all biblical, moral and social principles into the very fiber of who we 
are as human beings, created in the image and likeness of God.  As Pope Saint John Paul II proclaimed:  “Never tire of firmly speaking out in defense of life from 
its conception and do not be deterred from the commitment to defend the dignity of every human person with courageous determination. Christ is with you: be not 
afraid!”   Let us embrace the call to protect the precious gift of life.

In Christ,
Bishop Gary

Most Reverend Gary W. Janak
Auxiliary Bishop
Archdiocese of San Antonio
KJZT Family Life State Chaplain

By Most Reverend Gary W. Janak, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of San Antonio, State Chaplain

The Precious Gift of Life
September/October 2021 KJZT Family Life Journal



Stephanie Matous 
for Districts VII and X

Societies 11 West, 16 Ennis, 45 Tours, 
104 Abbott, and 108 Dallas

Stephanie Matous is a lifelong mem-
ber of KJZT, currently serving as Trea-
surer for Society 16 Ennis. Stephanie 
has been married to her loving hus-
band, Jeff for 25 years and has 4 amaz-
ing children: 3 boys, 1 girl and 1 fur 
baby. For the past 24 years, Stephanie 
has been serving in Education in both 
public and Catholic School systems as 

a teacher, Campus Administrator and currently, a District Instructional Coach. 
During her time in education, she has been responsible for leading, guiding, 
budgeting and fundraising for children and adults. Her experience in leadership 
has provided her the opportunity to guide change, growth and innovation, while 
building strong relationships with people from all over Texas and around the 
country. Over the years, Stephanie has also led a life of service, serving others 
at Dallas Life Homeless Shelter, Catholic Charities of Dallas, Children’s Ad-
vocacy Center, St. Vincent de Paul, and serving her children’s schools on their 
Teacher Appreciation Committee, Parent Advisory Committee, Fundraising 
Committee and as Athletic Committee Chair. Her children are active members 
of Society 16 KJZT Juniors, where Stephanie spends time volunteering, as well.

Joy Kovar for Districts IV and V
Societies 20 Cistern, 23 Hostyn, 

31 La Grange, 34 Hobson, 
40 Poth, 65 Holman, 

69 Smithville, and 75 Jourdanton

Joy and her husband Roy, are mem-
bers of Sacred Heart Parish, La 
Grange and St. John The Baptist Par-
ish, Ammannsville. They have three 
children, one granddaughter and three 
grandsons. Joy has been a member of 
KJZT Society 31 La Grange for thir-
teen years and has served as Vice Pres-

ident for the past seven years. She has over 25 years of banking experience and 
13 years of experience in the insurance field. Joy has been an agent with KJZT 
for thirteen years and holds a General Lines Life, Accident, Health and HMO 
Agent License with the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI). Joy also holds a 
Fraternal Insurance Designation (FIC). Joy is a very results driven person who 
values teamwork and knows the importance of communication. She has an ex-
tensive background in customer service and knows what it takes to be a leader. 
“I feel that I will be a strong asset to the role of State Director and am proud 
to be a part of KJZT. I am committed to working hard to strengthen the KJZT 
members lives through Catholic faith and community service while offering 
financial security and a social connection. I truly look forward to meeting and 
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XXXVI Regular General Convention 
November 6, 2021
Hallettsville, Texas
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State Directors Seeking Election

Edith Strieder for Districts III and VIII
Societies 10 Fayetteville, 17 Nada, 22 Wallis, 29 Frydek, 30 East Bernard, 

41 Ellinger, 42 Sealy, 47 Industry, 49 Needville, 77 Rosenberg, and 85 Damon

Edith Strieder is a 4th generation KJZT Member. She is a cradle member of Society #29 Frydek where she assisted her 
mom with various KJZT events. She served as Junior Director for the Frydek Juniors for over 10 years while her children 
were active. Edith is currently a member of the #42 Sealy Society were she has many of her family members and serves 
on the church committee, and social coordinator assisting with other special activities. Edith is a graduate of Sealy High 
School, attended Blinn Junior College before working in the banking field. She is an active member of  St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church where she served as President, Vice-President and Secretary of the Altar Society. She also served the Bluebon-
net Deanery as the Secretary for several years. Edith is a member of the Catholic Daughters of America in Frydek where 
she served on several committees. She was the past President of the San Felipe Volunteer Fire department Auxillary. Edith 
is looking forward to meeting and working closely with the societies in her districts to help KJZT Family Life grow.   



Betty Vacek 
for Districts VI and IX

Societies 43 Ganado, 46 Corpus 
Christi, 72 El Campo, 89 Sinton, 

100 Bay City, 101 Victoria, 111 Edna, 
118 Taft, and 126 Palacios

Betty Pustejovsky Vacek is from Taft 
and the love of her life is Stan Vacek, 
an Ammansville native. They’ve been 
married for 36 years. They are proud 
of their family and delight in their ten 
grandchildren. They are members of 
Society No. 118 Taft. After earning 

degrees from Southwest Texas State and Texas A&M, Betty honored God’s 
call with 34 years in education, teaching elementary music and regular classes. 
Her volunteer hours include teaching religious education for many years and 
serving on the school board of Sts. Cyril & Methodius School in Granger. She 
served as Junior Director of the Taft Society and has led the music ministry 
at Camp Guardian Angel for many years. She was also Taft 4-H leader. Betty 
has served God as a music minister, lector, and Extraordinary Minister at Holy 
Family Church in Taft. At Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Portland, she 
served on the ACTS music teams. “Serving as a State Director, [was] challeng-
ing yet rewarding. I earned a Texas life insurance license and my FIC designa-
tion. My biggest joy was meeting and working with all the wonderful mem-
bers of the societies that I serve. My goal is to establish more junior societies 
thereby creating future growth! As a returning director I’m looking forward to 
helping guide this wonderful fraternal prosper and grow.”

Joyce Kurtz 
for Districts I and II

Societies 1 Yoakum, 2 Hallettsville, 
3 St. Mary’s, 4 Praha, 5 Shiner, 

7 Dubina, 12 Sweet Home, 14 Moulton, 
24 Ammannsville, 37 Hochheim, 
44 Moravia, 53 Wied, 66 Weimar, 

and 83 Flatonia

Joyce Kurtz was enrolled as a junior in 
KJZT in 1958. She was very active as 
a junior as her mother was a Junior Di-
rector. She has served in different So-
ciety Officer positions, most currently 

as Vice-President and Assistant Junior Director for Society No. 12 Sweet Home. 
She is an active licensed agent with her FIC license. She has attended several 
conventions, workshops, and meetings to enrich her knowledge of KJZT. She is 
a 100% family member. Mrs. Kurtz was elected as State Director of Districts I 
and II in 2013, a position in which she currently serves. She has held the posi-
tion of Lead Director for three years, and currently serves in this position.

Kathy Wishert 
for Districts XV and XVI

Societies 32 Houston, 99 Baytown, 
114 Houston, 115 Freeport, 

124 Texas City, and 125 Houston

Kathy Wishert is the current State Di-
rector for Districts XV and XVI. She 
was appointed in January of 2020 as 
a State Director. She is a third gen-
eration KJZT member and has been 
a member of Freeport Society #115 
since 2001. She is currently the Presi-
dent of the Freeport Society and has 

held that position for over 10 years. Also during this time, she has been involved 
with the Juniors and their activities, along with going to several Camp Guard-
ian Angel’s camps. Kathy is an active member in her parish, St. Joseph on the 
Brazos Catholic Church in Brazoria, where she currently serves as Eucharistic 
member, member of the Parish Council and was a CCE teacher for many years. 
Kathy works for KM&L, LLC a Certified Public Accountants firm in the Lake 
Jackson office. She has been with the firm for 45 years and works in all aspects 
of accounting along with being the Office Manager. 

Cynthia Morris 
for Districts XI and XII

Societies 6 Bryan, 15 Corn Hill, 
18 Granger, 19 Taylor, 21 Marak, 

27 Caldwell, 28 Frenstat, 48 Cameron, 
93 Austin, 130 Georgetown, 

and 144 Belton

Like her mother and grandmoth-
ers, Cynthia is a lifetime member of 
KJZT. Her great-grandmother, Josefa 
Vráželova, was a charter member of 
St. Ann Society of SS. Cyril & Metho-
dius – Marak, Texas, founded in 1905. 

Cynthia has served as a religious education teacher, lector, organist, and Eucha-
ristic minister. Cynthia (or Cindy, as her friends call her) retired as a finance and 
human resource manager. She has been a licensed and productive sales agent for 
KJZT since 2015, earning her annuity certification in 2016 and FIC accredita-
tion in 2019.  She has served as a board member and treasurer of Our Lady of 
the Angels Maternity Shelter in Temple, Texas, as well as the City of Cameron, 
Texas’s Chamber of Commerce, serving as Secretary and Vice President. Cindy 
has two grown children, Matthew and Jessica Strmiska, who are also lifetime 
KJZT members. Cindy and her husband, Michael, reside in Temple and are 
members of St. Mary Catholic Church. She enjoys spending time with her fam-
ily and friends, dancing (mostly polkas), listening to music (especially LP’s), 
golf, hiking and playing taroky.
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We will see you November 6th!
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KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 

$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 

$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued August 1, 2021 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.95% 

$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $50,000 + 2.20% 
$50,000 + 1.05%   

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued August 1, 2021 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.40% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021 

$10,000-$49,999 1.75% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 2.15% $50,000 + 1.00% 

 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued August 1, 2021 
Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate $10,000 - $49,999 1.85% 

Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% $50,000 + 2.10% 
 

 

Do You Know 
the Amount of Your Insurance?

You should periodically review your insurance policies to make sure 
you have the right amount you need. This is especially true when 
you have big life changes, such as getting married or buying a 
house. Do you know the cost of a funeral alone in your area? In 
these changing times, you might need more than you think.

Getting caught up in the present, or even the past, can be easier then 
planning for the future. We put it off, especially the big decisions, 
and especially if we’re young. Atleast that’s true for some.

So, call while it is easier to get through underwriting - while you’re 
young! 

Not looking to purchase anything else right now? No problem. Call 
us anyway! You should always know who your beneficiary and con-
tingent are, who you have listed on your privacy policy that we can 
talk to (besides yourself) about your policy, and we might not even 
have your correct phone number!

Call 1.888.253.2338 and we will be happy to assist you.

KJZT Family Life Journal September/October 2021
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The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day
is once a month on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer 
for all KJZT Family Life members 

and each other’s intentions.

We’ve all heard the term “fake news” made popu-
lar in recent years and sadly false or misleading 
information is present in the medical world also. 
False medical claims, bogus cures, and misinfor-
mation have been around for centuries. It seems 
to have become more prominent recently with the 
coronavirus pandemic and advent of social media 
and the internet. Medical misinformation has led 
to widespread confusion and fear which I believe 

has the potential for hurting the health of millions of people.

Knowledge gaps around Covid-19 have certainly contributed to false informa-
tion about prevention and remedies for the disease. Anecdotal stories of treat-
ments easily get spread on social media and the internet and can cause people to 
avoid known preventive measures or delay treatments that have proven benefit. 
Treatment myths may be simply misguided or may also be driven by profit such 
as selling certain supplements or compounds without proven benefit. Some dis-
information about this virus is even being produced just to generate clicks di-
recting others to advertising websites!

Political posturing and suggestions haven’t helped the problem with misin-
formation during this coronavirus pandemic. Public health policies are hotly 
debated and reservations regarding taking the vaccine have left many people 
confused or feeling pressured to support a political affiliation. It’s no wonder 
that more people have not chosen to vaccinate against this virus.

Medical misinformation is widespread in other situations such as vaccines for 
childhood diseases. A widely circulated claim of childhood vaccinations caus-
ing autism has been definitively proven to be false. Nonetheless, a number of 
children suffered the consequences of measles recently when their parents chose 
to not immunize them. The myth that taking supplements makes you healthier is 
extremely common. There certainly are situations where specific supplements 
are helpful, but many claims of generalized improved health or vigor are not 
proven and simply not true. Some supplements may not only be ineffective, 
they can be dangerous too! Most well-trained primary health providers can give 
guidance on various supplements.

Medical professionals should lead the effort in combating medical misinfor-
mation, whatever the source. Media organizations have an obligation to limit 
the spread of disinformation and journalists should be careful not to provide a 
platform for false or unproven claims simply as “balanced reporting.” Research 
is showing and it’s plain to see that medical misinformation is a major public 
health issue putting individuals and society at unnecessary risk. We can all do 
our part to combat medical falsehoods and promote good health for ourselves 
and those dear to us!

Be Careful of Medical 
Misinformation

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Calendar of Events
October 15
Applications for KJZT Scholarships are now available. Junior members may 
email their request for an application to info@kjzt.org. Applications are avail-
able for request until December 31, 2021. Please take note of this new deadline. 
The applications must be turned in to the State Office complete by January 15th.

November 1
All Saints’ Day. A Holy Day of Obligation. We encourage you to pray to all 
those who have been named Saints. May these holy individuals watch over us.

November 2
All Soul’s Day. A time to pray for departed souls. We encourage you to observe 
this day by praying for all our departed brothers and sisters who have left this 
earth and now reside and rejoice with the Lord.

November 6
The XXXVI Regular General Convention of KJZT Family Life will be held in 
Hallettsville, Texas. This is a one-day convention.

November 11
Veteran’s Day. Please pray for those who have lost their lives defending our 
country and for those who continue to be affected by the events they experi-
enced. May society recognize and revere our soldiers as they should be.

November 17
Deadline for the KJZT Family Life November/December Journal. Email any 
article and photo submissions to info@kjzt.org or mail to the State Office.

November 25 and 26
The State Office will be closed for Thanksgiving.

December 8
The State Office will be closed in observance of the Immaculate Conception.

December 12
Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Celebrate Our Lady with music, flowers 
and candles. Pray to her for peace amongst all.
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October is Czech Heritage Month

  The month of October is recognized in Texas as Czech Heritage Month. If there 
is no traditional festival or picnic near you, you can still celebrate your Czech 
Heritage in one of the following ways:

Listen to Czech Music
  Go to polkabeat.com for suggestions on YouTube channels that have perfor-
mances by various Czech artists and then look over the Polka Beat website for 
band schedules to see your favorite artist/band live! You can also go to texaspol-
kamuseum.com and click on Polka DJs to find a Czech radio program near you.

Visit a Czech Museum
  Take a walking tour of the Czech Village at Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural 
Center in La Grange. See exhibits, replicas, and restored memorabilia of Czech 
history. There is the Texas Polka Music Museum in Schulenburg. If you can’t 
make it, you can buy “Bands of Texas” cd’s online or just make a donation!
  There is also the Czech Heritage Museum and Genealogy Center in Temple 
and the Czech Center Museum Houston in Houston. Wherever you are, there is 
bound to be some Czech history near you!

Czech Christmas Carols
  The Czech Ex-Students of Texas, CESAT, is pleased to announce the Schulen-
burg Public library will be once again offering free Czech Christmas carol les-
sons online, beginning with the last Saturday of October through December at 9 
a.m. Individuals from the comfort of their homes will be able to learn the words 
for Czech Christmas carols and the melodies to these carols. 
  To receive an invitation to the online meeting, please email your request to: 
schulenburgpubliclibrary@yahoo.com.

Enjoy Family Activities
  If you don’t already know how, ask a family member or friend if they can teach 
you how to play tarok, a traditional Czech card game. Once you’ve mastered it, 
teach someone else how to play so you can pass on the tradition!

Bake Lots of Goodies
  Whether you are baking or eating, enjoy some traditional Czech food! From 
kolaches to strudels, rosettes to buchtas, try one of everything!

Czech Out a Virtual Exhibit
  “SaddleUP: Texas Ranching Tradition” is a Virtual Exhibit hosted by Texas-
Folklife. It is the latest PolkaWorks production. Visit polkaworks.org for more!

KJZT Family Life Journal September/October 2021

Auxiliary Bishop Janak Celebrates 
1100th Anniversary 

of St. Ludmila’s Martyrdom
The event began with a Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend Gary W. Janak, 
newly appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of San Antonio, at 10:00 
a.m. on Thursday, September 16, 2021, in Saints Cyril and Methodius Church in 
Shiner. The Mass was followed by a luncheon at the Knights of Columbus Hall. 
The Czech Choir provided the music for the Mass. 

St. Ludmila was the first Christian martyred in Bohemia and along with her 
grandson St. Vaclav (Wenceslaus) were the first to be celebrated as saints by 
Slavic Christians. St. Ludmila and her husband Bořivoj were reportedly bap-
tized by St. Methodius sometime prior to his death in 885 A.D. The event was  
sponsored by the newly founded Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas with the 
Shiner KJZT and KJT providing the preparation of the meal.

Pictured (L to R) are Janet Holub (72 El Campo), Margie Swoboda (72 El 
Campo), Rose Marie Janak (72 El Campo), KJZT State Chaplain and Auxiliary 
Bishop Most Rev. Gary W. Janak, Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd, VP/
Insurance Services Catherine Sylvester, State Director Joyce Kurtz, and Connie 
Mewis (42 Sealy). Not pictured is Irene Nohavitza (72 El Campo).

NOVEMBER 2021 - 
People Who Suffer from Depression 
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support 
and a light that opens them up to life.

DECEMBER 2021 - 
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may 
they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions

Deadline for next issue of KJZT Family Life Journal is November 
15th. Send your submissions to info@kjzt.org or by mail to Arlene 
Cloyd, Editor, PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.
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Koncaba’s Presented 100% Family Pin
Kyle, Libby and Emily Koncaba were presented a 100% Family Pin on Friday, 
October 8, 2021. Kyle, Libby and Emily (holding pin) are all members of St. 
Anne’s KJZT Society No. 4 Praha. Emily’s grandmother Cynthia Koncaba, and 
her great-grandmother Frances Kubenka, are also members of No. 4 Praha.

Pictured (L to R) are Nancy Jasek, Secretary of Society No. 4 Praha, and Libby 
Koncaba, Emily Koncaba and Kyle Koncaba. Congratulations!

Junior Members Cheer Each Other On
  It is Kade Leist’s senior year of high school at St. Paul High in Shiner. Kade is 
a member of KJZT Society No. 5 Shiner, as are his parents, Brian and Denise.
If you attended a Cardinals football game this season, you might have seen a 
special group that was Kade’s own cheer team. Colt, Gage, and Quinn Janak 
are children of Adam and Brooke Janak, all members of KJZT Society No. 5 
Shiner, and fans of football and Kade!
  Kade Leist is one of the KJZT 2021 District I Junior Representatives. His 
mother, Denise Leist, is the Junior Director for KJZT Society No. 5 Shiner.  

Society No. 69 Smithville
Celebrates 100th Anniversary

On May 26, 1920, the KJZT Family Life Smithville Assumption Society No. 69 
was founded. The charter members were Frantiska Cernosek, Ludmila Michal-
ik, Albina Psencik, Otillie Psencik, Frantiska Tomanec, and Alzbeta Zapalac. 
The Society was unable to celebrate their 100 years last year due to COVID. On 
Sunday, August 22, 2021, Society No. 69 was able to celebrate their 100 years 
along with the St. Paul Church Social, which was held on the church grounds.  
The Church provided hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, drinks, and cookies while 
Society No. 69 provided the Blue Bell Ice Cream! A drawing was held every 15 
minutes and the prize was a KJZT custom rosary. 

Pictured in front are Elizabeth Kahanek, Rebecca Dawson, Kathy Karisch, Gail 
Courtemanche, Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd, and Claire Courtemanche.
Pictured in back are Tracey Zetka, Gena Dawson, Betty Blaha, and Janet Jones.

May your light break through dark clouds, O Lord! May your hope grow in 
our hearts--even when the skies feel ominous. Fear, isolation, individualism, 
conflict: these are the winds that blow gusts of racism and inequality in our 
“throw-away world.” But we are saved together; not alone. So teach us, Lord, 
to hope. Show us the goodness you continue to sow. Show us the boldness 
of love to reject fear and embrace our neighbor. Make fertile the ground 
where seeds fall. Bring gentle rain and warm rays of sunlight. May we know 
your love shines bright. Through dark clouds, may your hope shine again.
Amen.

Copyright © 2021, USCCB. All rights reserved.

Hope Amidst Dark Clouds
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Society No. 72 El Campo
Pictured (L to R) are Rose Marie Janak, State Director Betty Vacek, and Janet Holub.

Society No. 101 Victoria
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Irene Brosch, Evelyn Dierlam, and Carolyn Nevlud.

Society No. 111 Edna; Society No. 126 Palacios
At left: Pictured (L to R) are Mary Sheblak of 111 Edna and State Director Betty Vacek.
At right: Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek and Angelina Castanon.

Junior Members
Pictured are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Victoria, Rebecca, and Veronika Cas-
tanon, and State Director Betty Vacek.

District News
District IX Social

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd, Sylvia Bluhm, Delores Dornak, Mary Ann 
Brezina, and State Director Betty Vacek.

The District IX Social was held on August 21, 2021. The Social was hosted by 
KJZT Society No. 101 Victoria and was attended by 24 people. Interim Presi-
dent/CEO Arlene Cloyd, State Director Betty Vacek, and State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick were present. Hosting Society Officers of the Day 
were Chaplain Rev. Kristopher Fuchs, President Evelyn Dierlam, Secretary 
Irene Brosch, and Treasurer Carolyn Nevlud. A Memorial Service recognizing 
65 members who passed away was held. Junior members present were recog-
nized. Fifty-year and 75-year membership pins were presented to this year’s 
recipients that were in attendance. Fraternal Status Awards were presented to 43 
Ganado, 72 El Campo, 100 Bay City, 101 Victoria, 111 Edna, and 126 Palacios. 
Not present were 43 Ganado and 100 Bay City. Congratulations to everyone!
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Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R in front) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Gloria Miksch of 24 Ammannsville and Geor-
gia Cerny of 4 Praha. Pictured (L to R in back) are Theresa Rerich of 44 Moravia, Elizabeth Kloesel 
of 7 Dubina, and Ann Bratton of 83 Flatonia.

District News
District II Social

Junior Members
Pictured (L to R in front) are Emily Koncaba, Briley Grahmann, and Lily Sylvester. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Hilary Grahmann holding Greyson Grahmann, Junior Director of Society No. 4 Praha 
Darlene Brothers, Quade Brothers, and Matthew Sylvester.

The District II Social was held on August 22, 2021. The Social was hosted by 
KJZT Society No. 83 Flatonia and was attended by 43 people. Interim President/
CEO Arlene Cloyd and State Director Joyce Kurtz were present. Hosting Soci-
ety Officers of the Day were President Ann Bratton, Secretary Jeanette Zouza-
lik, and Treasurer Evelyn Miller. A Memorial Service recognizing 32 members 
who have passed away was held. Fifty-year and Seventy-five year membership 
pins were announced and presented. Fraternal Status Awards were presented to 
4 Praha, 7 Dubina, 24 Ammannsville, 44 Moravia, and 83 Flatonia. Not present 
was 66 Weimar.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured are State Director Joyce Kurtz with Rachelle Demny and Cecelia Garbade-Oden.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and Dorothy Henke.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month



Page 12 KJZT Family Life Journal September/October 2021

District News
District V Social

The District V Social was held on September 19, 2021. The Social was hosted 
by KJZT Society No. 20 Cistern and was attended by 41 people. State Director 
Donna Janda was present. Hosting Society Officers of the Day were Chaplain 
Rev. Eddie Winkler, President Betty Danner, Vice-President Winifred Vinklarek, 
and Secretary/Treasurer/retired State Director Grace Vinklarek. A Memorial 
Service recognizing 25 members who have passed away was held. Fifty-year 
and Seventy-five year membership pin recipients were announced. Fraternal 
Status Awards were presented to 20 Cistern, 23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, and 69 
Smithville. Not present was 65 Holman.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Donna Janda, Kathy Karisch for 69 Smithville, Betty Danner for  
20 Cistern, Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, and Lillian Kallus for 23 Hostyn.

District V Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R in front) are Kathryn Craft (75 Year Pin), Edna Migl (75 Year Pin), and Edna Mae 
Psencik (Achievement Pin). Pictured in back are Virginia Vinklarek, Beverly Vinklarek, Laura Fuqua, 
and State Director Donna Janda (50 Year Pin).

Rev. Charles J. Benes
Mrs. Josephine Barta		
Mrs. Hermina Bartosh		
Mr. Roman Bartosh	
Miss Gertrude Bohac		
Msgr. William Botik		
Mrs. Julie Brandesky
Mrs. Vilemina Broz	
Mrs. Kristina Darilek	
Rev. Vaclav Demel		
Mrs. Gussie Franta		
Mrs. Elaine Gaida		
Mrs. Josephine Habarta
Mrs. Margaret Haberl	
Mrs. Edna Hasserd
Mrs. Marie Holub	
Rev. Joseph Horacek	
Mrs. Carolyn Hrncir
Mrs. Marie Hrncir
Msgr. Joseph M. Hybner
Mrs. Mary Hybner
Mrs. Anna Jakubik
Mrs. Marie Janecek
Mrs. Marie Jares
Mrs. Mary Jauer
Rev. Karel Kacer
Mrs. Matilkda Kafka
Mrs. Rita Kallus
Mrs. Otilie Klecka
Mrs. Marie Klekar
Mrs. Christine Knapek
Mrs. Angeline Kopecky
Dr. Charles Kopecky
Mrs. Ludmila Kostak
Rev. Thomas Matl
Mr. Timothy Maresh

Mrs. Clara Miller
Msgr. Alois J. Morkovsky
Mrs. Magdalena Muska
Mrs. Geraldine Nekuza
Rt. Rev. Louis P. Netardus
Mrs. Wanda O’Leary
Rev. Al Padalecki
Mrs. Agnes Kallus Parma
Mrs. Marie Parma
Miss Marie Parma
Mrs. Benita Pavlu
Mrs. Anastazie Peter
Mrs. Pavlina Peter
Mrs. Betty Petru
Mrs. Effie Piwetz
Mrs. Magadalen Prajer
Rev. Francis Pidal
Mrs. Adela Pohl
Mrs. Alice Polasek	
Miss Antonia Pustka	
Mrs. Bettie Quitta
Mrs. Angeline Repa
Mrs. Lucy Simnacher
Mrs. Mary Sherek
Mrs. Marie Smykal
Mr. Cyril Stavinoha
Mrs. Ann Toman
Mrs. Dorothy Tomsu
Rev. Method Vaculik
Rt. Rev. Ignac J. Valenta
Mrs. Marie Valouch
Msgr. John Vanicek
Mrs. Marie Yurek
Mrs. Ann Zemanek
Dr. John S. Zvesper

In Memoriam of Deceased State Chaplains, 
State Directors, and State Officers

KJZT Family Life has requested that Holy Mass be offered in No-
vember in Memoriam of the following deceased State Chaplains, 
State Directors and State Officers of KJZT Family Life.
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Society News
The Society donated their Frater-
nal $100 to St. Mary’s cemetery.

Pictured are Helen Janak accepting for the cemetery and Helen 
Janak, President of Society No. 53 Wied.

53 Wied The Society held their meeting af-
ter the 8 a.m. Mass for living and 

deceased members of the Society. President Georgia 
Cerny started the meeting with prayers for all the 
living, deceased, and sick members. The Pledge to 
the Flag was said. Roll call of officers marked all 
present. 
  Secretary Nancy Jasek read the minutes of the April 
meeting, and correspondence from the State Office 
with a reminder about the Convention on Nov 6, 
2021, at the KC Hall in Hallettsville. Three Clerical 
Endowment Fund enrollments, and one sympathy 
card were sent since the last meeting.
  The Fraternal Project’s $100 donation was received, 
and the Society donated it to St. Mary’s Church in 
Praha for their Vacation Bible Study Program. Thank 
you notes were received from Father Gabriel, Ber-
nice Herzik’s family, and Chase Janicek. The theme 
for VBS on Jul 24, 2021, was Mark 1:17: Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men. 
  The Society will have a no-bake sale for their com-
munity project. Proceeds will be given to the Sisters 
of Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament in Vic-
toria. Next meeting will be Oct 17, 2021. Meeting 
adjourned with the Memorare.

Pictured are members with some of the attendees of the Vacation 
Bible School in Praha.

4 Praha

At the Saturday evening 
Mass on August 14, 2021, 

Hostyn Society No. 23 processed as Honor Guards. 
After Mass, a quarterly meeting was held in the Nar-
tex. Members welcomed their new Chaplain Father 
Felix Twumasi.

Pictured are Society members before Mass with the Society’s 
banner.

23 Hostyn

On Saturday, August 14th, 
members of Society No. 23 

Holy Rosary Hostyn attended their Annual Mass in 
honor of our patroness, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
Assumption into Heaven. 
  A procession and Honor Guard took place before 
Mass. During Mass, members participated as Eu-
charistic Ministers, Lector and Offertory Gift Car-
riers.
  The third quarterly meeting was held in the church 
Narthex after the Annual Mass. President Lillian 
Kallus called the meeting to order and led the open-

23 Hostyn

ing prayers. The pledges to the United States and 
Texas flags were recited. 
  Secretary Verlene Kuntschik read minutes from the 
April 10th meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda gave her 
report. 
  There were forty CEF enrollments since the last 
meeting. Perpetual enrollments have been sent to 
families in memory of Gladys Kallus and Elsie 
Vasek. 
  Rev. Felix Twumasi was welcomed as the Society’s 
new Chaplain. State Director Donna Janda present-
ed Rev. Felix with a welcome gift upon his arrival 
in July as the incoming pastor at Queen of the Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church.
  State Director and Hostyn and Plum Youth Min-
ister Donna Janda gave a report on the Hostyn and 
Plum Youth Group’s 2021 mission trip to Minneap-
olis and St. Paul in Minnesota. Fayette County Clerk 
Brenda Fietsam has been invited to attend the Oc-
tober 23rd meeting to fulfill the Marshall Program 
requirement for the Fraternal Program. Paperwork 
for the 2021 XXXVI Regular General Convention 
has been mailed to the State Office. Lillian Kallus 
and Helen Janda are elected Delegates representing 
the Society.
  A report from the State monthly newsletters was 
given: 2021 Student Scholarships, Family Fun Day, 
Camp Guardian Angel, Invalid Addresses, Society 
Sales contest and Stay safe wishes.
  An invitation received from Society No. 20 Cis-
tern was read. Members are invited to the District V 
Family Social to be held on Sunday, September 19th 
at Robert’s Steakhouse in Flatonia. 
  The People Helping People Community Work Proj-
ect will be the La Grange Community Blood Drive 
to be held on August 25th at the La Grange KC Hall. 
Members are asked to bake cookies for the blood 
donors. A meal will be served to the technicians. 
  Junior members will sponsor a Feeding Families 
Across Texas Thanksgiving Day food drive on No-
vember 24th thru 28th. A Christmas Party will be 
discussed at the October meeting.
  The attendance prize was won by Rev. Felix. The 
meeting was closed with the Memorare prayer. The 
next meeting is scheduled for October 23rd.
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The Fraternal $100.00 
donation from the State 

Office was given to St. Philips School. 

Pictured is the School Principal, Gwen Edwards, and Society 72 
President Janet Holub, and Secretary Rose Marie Janak.

72 El Campo

The Society made a donation to El Campo Branch 
Library. 

Pictured is Annette Balcan from the library with Society 72 Presi-
dent Janet Holub and Secretary Rose Marie Janak.

The Society had their 
Mass for Living and De-

ceased Members on August 8, 2021, at 7:30 a.m. at 
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church in Victoria. 
Breakfast followed with 26 people present. The 
Society gave out three scholarships to junior mem-
bers Evan Janecek, Mackenzie Sneath, and Miranda 
Bazan. The Society presented a donation to Father 
Kirby Hlavaty for a TV Mass. The Society also pre-
sented a donation for St. Vincent de Paul as part of 
the Feeding Families program to Pam Laundrie. 
Plants were given as door prizes.

Pictured (L to R) are Carrie Janecek (mom), recipient Evan 
Janecek, and President Evelyn Dierlam.

Pictured (L to R) are Audrey Escobae (mom), recipient Mackenzie 
Sneath, and President Evelyn Dierlam.

Pictured (L to R) are Holly Nevlud (mom), recipient Miranda Ba-
zan, President Evelyn Dierlam and Treasurer Carolyn Nevlud 
(grandmother).

101 Victoria

Members celebrated Flag 
Day with a presentation of 

decorative flags to the St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Grotto in Frydek. This outdoor altar was constructed 
by members of the parish to commemorate and give 
thanks for the 67 residents who served in World War 
II and all returned home. The flags were presented 
by members Deacon Paul Franek, Geraldine Hamil, 
Mildred Ondruch, Filothea Eschenburg, Maxine 
Rudluff, and Sharlene Havel.

29 Frydek

Pictured (L to R) are Father Kirby Hlavaty, Treasurer Carolyn Nev-
lud, and President Evelyn Dierlam.

Pictured (L to R) are Pam Laundrie (SVDP), and President Evelyn 
Dierlam.

The meeting of the 
KJZT St Anne’s So-

ciety No. 10 was called to order at 1 p.m. on August 
24th at St John’s Recreation Hall. 
  President Mary Jane Toddy opened the meeting 
with prayers for all living members and their fami-
lies and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  Vice President Helen Wied reported on sympathy 
cards and get well cards sent and thank you cards 
received. 
  Lois Kaspar gave the Treasurer’s report and Sec-
retary Rose Rohde read minutes from the previous 
meeting.    
  Mary Jane Toddy reported on the District Meeting 
that was held in Industry on July 25th with all of-
ficers, plus eight members attending. Kim Schmitt 
received her 50 year pin at the meeting.  
  New Business included information about District 
III and VIII Officer and Delegates meeting on Tues-
day, October 5th, at Orsak’s Cafe.
  Lois Kaspar won the attendance prize. After the 
closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
  Lunch and bingo followed with the next meeting 
being November 16th.

10 Fayetteville
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The Society attended 
a Mass for their living 

and deceased members on July 16, 2021.

Pictured in front are Marie Stryk, Bernice Matusek, Evelyn 
Maresh, and Carol Zann. Pictured in back are Joyce Chunda, 
Betty Janecek, Margie Perry, Jo Ann Stasny, Donna Wilcox, and 
Sammy Parker.

On August 16, 2021, the Society presented a check 
for $2,000 to St. Helen Catholic Church’s St. Vin-
cent de Paul food pantry to help families in need. 
Mrs. Janak deeply appreciated the donation and 
baby Janak was very happy also.

Pictured in front are Sammy Parker, Bernice Matusek, Carol 
Zann, President Donna Janak of St. Vincent de Paul, and Evelyn 
Maresh. Pictured in back are Jo Ann Stasny, Donna Wilcox, Mar-
gie Perry, Betty Janecek, Joyce Chunda, and Marie Stryk.

125 Houston

The Society held its annual 
fundraiser on August 15th, 

the Feast of the Assumption. Members assisted their 
parish in serving a meal. 

Pictured are members Susie Pape, Jenny Vesely, Mary Ann Pe-
ters, Kaylie Pape, Cecilia French, and Helen Andel.

43 Ganado

Society No. 93 was pleased to 
have Cynthia Morris, their new 

State Director, present at their September quarterly 
meeting. Cynthia shared a brief bio and explained 
the duties of a State Director. She also presented 
membership pins to some of the members. The So-
ciety looks forward to a wonderful working rela-
tionship with Cynthia.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Cynthia Morris and 75-year 
membership pin recipient Sofie Loessin.

Pictured (L to R) are Laura Duckworth, State Director Cynthia 
Morris, and Linda Johnson. Both Laura and Linda were presented 
their 50-year membership pins.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Cynthia Morris and 75-year 
membership pin recipient Alice Kubacak.

93 Austin

Society No. 
130 George-

town  held a Flag Day celebration on June 16, 2021, 
with KJT Society No. 141. Members attended Mass 
followed by gathering for lunch. Society President 
Mary Marusak presented the Flag Day Proclamation 
and Pledge of Allegiance.

130 Georgetown

The Society’s third 
quarterly meeting 

was held August 16th at 4 p.m. at the Sacred Heart 
Church Narthex meeting room. President Elizabeth 
Kallus called the meeting to order and led opening 
prayers and pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags. 
  Reading of the May 17th meeting minutes was 
dispensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, 
bills were approved for payment, and thank you 
cards were read. Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read 
correspondence from the State Office. 
  KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments re-
port by Vice President Joy Kovar showed six special 

31 La Grange

birthdays, one anniversary, and three sympathies by 
Society No. 31, and twenty-five enrollments and one 
perpetual enrollment by individuals. Kallus gave the 
publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.      
  Discussion was held on the People Helping People 
projects and members made decisions and voted on 
the Community project for 2021 and 2022, and Par-
ish project for 2022. Christmas presents for 2021 
were approved for the Society No. 31 Chaplain and 
Spiritual Advisor.
  The next quarterly Meeting and Social is planned 
for Monday, November 15th, at 4:00 p.m. to be held 
in the Sacred Heart Center. The Society Officers 
will plan the annual social/dinner. 
  Attendance prize was won by Kothmann. The 
meeting closed with a Prayer to St. Joseph and the 
Memorare prayer.
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Ennis Society No. 16, The As-
sumption, held their Annual Cel-

ebration on August 15, 2021. A Mass was said at 
St. John Nepomucene Church at 7 a.m. on the Feast 
of the Assumption. A come and go brunch was held 
that morning at the St. John Cafeteria from 8 to 12 
p.m. Members eligible for pins received them upon 
entry and pictures were taken. Door prizes were 
drawn on the half hour and bingo played every half 
hour. Donations were accepted for the Society’s 
Community Fundraiser. Their fundraiser this year 
will benefit Catholic Charities of Dallas who pro-
vide a food truck to St. John Parish twice a month.

Pictured at left is 75-year membership pin recipient, Georgie 
Galetka. Pictured at right is 50-year membership pin recipient, 
Rita Sulak.

Pictured are 50-year membership pin recipients, Andrea Juricek 
(at left), and Linda Jurik (at right).

Pictured are 50-year membership pin recipients, Pam Maliska (at 
left), and Joyce Spaniel (at right).

16 Ennis

The Society presented 
a check in the amount 

of $600 to Judy Evanicky, Director of the Smithville 
Food Pantry. This was their Feeding Families proj-
ect for the year.

Pictured are Tracey Zetka, Elizabeth Kahanek, Director of Smith-
ville Food Pantry, Judy Evanicky, Katherine Karisch, Rebecca 
Dawson, and Baby Harper Dawson.

69 Smithville

Pictured are 50-year membership pin recipients, Evelyn Preston 
(at far left), and Amy Hutyra (at right).

Society Vice-President Savan-
nah Gilburt presented a check 

to Fr. John Dick of St. John Nepomucene Church.  
This was the Society’s contribution to the No-Auc-
tion Auction at the parish’s annual bazaar festivities.

Pictured (L to R) are Father John Dick and Savannah Gilburt. 

16 Ennis

On Thursday night, September 16, 
2021, nine members and friends 

of KJZT Family Life No. 6 in Bryan, attended and 
supported the Elizabeth House Maternity Home fun-
draising event at the Ice House in Downtown Bryan.  
This year’s theme was MISSION POSSIBLE! The 
Society sponsored a table donating $500.00.
  When Planned Parenthood clinic in Bryan was fi-
nally closed by the peaceful protests and prayers of 
40 Days for Life participants, the Elizabeth House 
became open as a free 100% donor-based, full-ser-
vice home for women experiencing a crisis preg-
nancy and up to two of their children under the age 
of six. They are not only a shelter, but a program 
that offers women in need a safe environment to live 
while strengthening their interpersonal, parenting, 
educational and job skills.
  The program for the evening included happy hour, 
silent auction, welcome by Emcee Thaddeus Ro-
mansky, opening prayer by Rev. Jerry House, Jr., 
of Christ United Methodist Church, followed by a 
great dinner. The Executive Director Sheera Helms 
and Program Director Wendy Baldwin gave Eliza-
beth House updates and some very moving stories 
of women and their children who had been helped at 
the House, including reading a very emotional letter 
that one of the women had written thanking the Di-
rectors and staff for their kind hearts and help during 
her time of crisis.
  The main speaker at the event was Shayla Rivera. 
Rivera said everywhere she goes, she finds God—
He is always there, and we are always divinely guid-
ed if we trust Him. 
  The program concluded with a monetary appeal by 
Board Member, Shelly Templin, and closing prayer 
by Deacon Frank Ashley of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Church. 

Pictured (L to R) starting at left and around the circle to the right is 
Loretta Lanicek, Liz Zemanek, Cathy Bowers, Patty Sterner, Linda 
Stetz, Pam Stetz, Linda Holubec, Pat Moss, and Mary Ann Bell.

6 Bryan
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Members of Society No. 
48 presented a check for 

$1,000 to Mrs. Gilda Rios, Secretary of St. Moni-
ca’s Church in Cameron. This check represented the 
matching funds received from the State Office for 
sponsoring the meal at the Society’s Annual 2021 
St. Monica Church Festival held on August 15th. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Seaton, Clara Marak presenting 
the check to Mrs. Gilda Rios, Secretary of St. Monica’s Church in 
Cameron, and Ann Krenek.

The Society received an appreciation certificate 
from the Cameron Thrift Store during their annual 
appreciation luncheon held on September 23, 2021. 
The Cameron Thrift Store recognizes churches, 
organizations, donors and individuals for their ser-
vices and donations to the thrift shop throughout the 
year. 

Pictured (L to R) receiving the certificate are members Bettie 
Pagach and Ann Krenek.  

48 CameronThe Society presented a 
check to Caldwell Chris-

tian Care for $100. The contribution comes from the 
Fraternal Cause received from the State Office. 

Pictured (L to R) are Janet Hennigan, Treasurer, and receiving 
the check is Dena Matcek of the Board of Directors of Caldwell 
Christian Care, and Mary Harris, President. 

The Society gave St. Mary’s Vacation Bible School 
a donation of $100 for food and supplies. 

Pictured are three Vacation Bible School students. Pictured in 
back are Stacy Teague, Coordinator of Vacation Bible School, 
and Janet Hennigan, Treasurer.

Caldwell’s City Mayor Norris McManus signed the 
Proclamation on Flag Day. 

Pictured (L to R) are Treasurer Janet Hennigan, Caldwell City 
Mayor Norris McManus, and President Mary Harris.

27 Caldwell Jeanette McDaniel, 
Needville Society No. 

49 Treasurer, presented a check to Needville Fire 
Department members at the annual Needville Fire 
fundraiser.

Vivian Jedlicka, Needville Society No. 49 Vice 
President, presented Jennifer Carlisle of St. Mi-
chael’s Church, the Fraternal program $100 check 
to help with Vacation Bible School expenses.

Needville Society No. 49 Jeanette McDaniel pre-
sented a check to Lynn Sury of St. Vincent De Paul 
Society on August 23rd to help people who are in 
need.

49 Needville
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Junior News
On July 18 2021, the Marak 
KJZT Juniors, helped out with 

Mass. The Juniors led the rosary. Bryce Givens read 
the first reading. Lily Brunson read the Responsorial 
Psalm. Tessa Vaculin and Claire Kopriva were ush-
ers to collect the offering. After Mass, the Juniors 
had a meeting and worked on a keychain craft for 
Grandparents Day.
  On August 22, 2021, the Marak Juniors again par-
ticipated in Mass. Jett Vaculin read the first reading. 
Adison Dach read the Responsorial Psalm. Cutter 
Hubnik read the second reading. Claire, Paige, and 
Kate Kopriva delivered the offering. After Mass, 
the Juniors finished their Grandparents Day Crafts.

Pictured are Junior members leading the rosary.

Pictured are Junior members displaying their craft.

21 Marak Ennis Juniors attended the Soci-
ety’s annual celebration on the 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary. Lucas Matous 
assisted his mother, Stephanie Matous, at the serv-
ing tables. Among those present were Society Presi-
dent Melody Rejcek, Jake, Brenden, Hunter, Josh, 
Alisha, Hudson, and Easton Ruffin, Adelynn Liska, 
Mary Liska, Kale Vrana, Carsyn Rhodes, Carleigh 
Rhodes, Junior Director Joan Johnson, Ellie Clark, 
Melanie Kriska, Hannah Kriska, Katelyn Smith, and 
Genevieve Waedekin.

Pictured playing a game are Adelynn Liska, Mary Liska, Kale 
Vrana, Carsyn Rhodes, and Carleigh Rhodes.

Pictured standing is Junior Director Joan Johnson. Pictured seat-
ed are Ellie Clark, Melanie Kriska, Hannah Kriska, and Katelyn 
Smith.

16 Ennis The Society Juniors helped their 
parish, St. John Nepomucene, 

with their bazaar. Juniors sponsored the Odd/Even 
game at the St. John Nepomucene Bazaar. The 
Payne family played the game and Amberly Payne 
was the big winner. Father John was the official dice 
thrower for the game.
  The Juniors also helped the bazaar committee after 
Masses by selling Football squares. 

Pictured are Anaston, Jeanine, and Amberly Payne and Father 
John Dick. 

Pictured in front are Eli Gilburt, Ella and Jovie Vrana, and Hunter 
and Wyatt Zhanel. Pictured in back are Amy Hutyra, Anaston, 
Jeanine, and Amberly Payne. Pictured farther back are Sherry 
Vrana, Andie Gilburt, Cameron Mikula, and Leo Gilburt. Not pic-
tured are Kolton and Kale Vrana, and Jake and Easton Ruffin.

16 Ennis
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Scholarship Applications may be requested 
October 15th - December 31st. 

KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce that scholarship applications for the year 
of 2022 will be available on October 15th.  Written requests for applications must 
be made by the student in one of the following ways:

Mail:  PO Box 18896,  Austin, Texas 78760-8896  
Fax:  512.444.6887 

Email:  info@kjzt.org

To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a junior member in good 
standing for at least one year. Scholarships are available to high school graduates 
who are planning to attend college and current college students. The Fraternal 
also offers scholarships to members who are planning to attend or are currently 
attending a technical or vocational school full time. 

*The student’s written request must be made between the dates listed above. No 
exceptions. Applications and additional requested materials must be mailed to the 
State Office and postmarked by January 15th to be deemed eligible. Any questions, 
please contact the State Office at 1.888.253.2338.

Girl - “Devce” or “Holka”

Below are a couple of Czech words you can learn to try and say. - 
Courtesy of State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick

Boy - “Chlapec” or “Kluke”

Junior
Activities
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

  Summer is gone and it is now time to enjoy the 
warm harvest days, cool mornings and evenings. 
  It is also getting time to set up the Junior Di-
vision plans for next year. The Junior Division 
Raffle, to help defray their cost of camp, will be 
beginning soon. If you would like to donate an 
item, please let me know. The tickets will need to 
be printed soon.  
  Although we are still dealing with the pandemic, 

Camp Guardian Angel has been scheduled for Sunday, June 26th, thru Wednes-
day, June 29th 2022, at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Members ages 9 thru 
17 can attend. More information about camp, the Point & Merit forms and other 
Junior Division information, etc. for next year, will be mailed to the Junior Di-
rectors, as soon as possible. 
  Just a reminder that the Juniors can still participate in the State Junior Project 
to earn their points for the District Meeting even though they were not able to 
attend it due to the pandemic. The project is: a photo of a favorite “Seasonal 
Holiday” (ages 5 – 17) or a “Color Page (ages 2 – 4).
  Scholarships are available now and more information is published in this KJZT 
Family Life Journal and can be found on the website.

Here are a few thoughts for you to think about and things to do during 
OCTOBER – (Rijen). 

It is dedicated to:
The Queen of the Holy Rosary, which is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Take time to pray the Rosary with your family or perhaps with members of your 
society.

The feast day of the Guardian Angel, the patroness of our summer camp. 

It is the month of our Czech Heritage.  The history of the KJZT was deep-
ly rooted in Texas when in 1894 Czech Catholic Women from Yoakum, Anna 
Jakubik and Marie Jurek, organized the first society in Yoakum, The Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to make life easier and better for their families.

With November coming up very quickly, keep in mind the Feast of All Saints, 
All Soul’s Day, and Thanksgiving Day. Remember all the poor souls in your 
prayers and thank God for all the blessings that he has given us. A Happy 
Thanksgiving to everyone.

For the societies who do not have an active Junior Division and would like to 
start one, I will be more than happy to assist you.

Everyone please stay safe.

  The Rosary is a Scripture-based prayer. It begins with the Apostles’ Creed, 
which summarizes the great mysteries of the Catholic faith. The Our Father, 
which introduces each mystery, is from the Gospels. The first part of the Hail 
Mary is the angel’s words announcing Christ’s birth and Elizabeth’s greeting to 
Mary. St. Pius V officially added the second part of the Hail Mary. The Mys-
teries of the Rosary center on the events of Christ’s life. There are four sets of 
Mysteries: Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and––added by Saint John Paul II in 
2002––the Luminous.

  The repetition in the Rosary is meant to lead one into restful and contemplative 
prayer related to each Mystery. The gentle repetition of the words helps us to 
enter into the silence of our hearts, where Christ’s spirit dwells. The Rosary can 
be said privately or with a group.

Praying the Rosary
Familiarize yourself and/or your group with the prayers of the rosary.
	 1. Make the Sign of the Cross.
	 2. Holding the Crucifix, say the Apostles’ Creed.
	 3. On the first bead, say an Our Father.
	 4. Say one Hail Mary on each of the next three beads.
	 5. Say the Glory Be.
	 6. For each of the five decades, announce the Mystery (perhaps fol-	
	     lowed by a brief reading from Scripture) then say the Our Father.
	 7. While holding each of the ten beads of the decade, next say ten Hail 	
	     Marys while meditating on the Mystery. Then say a Glory Be. (Af-	
	     ter finishing each decade, some say the following prayer requested 	
	     by the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima: O my Jesus, forgive us our 	
	     sins, save us from the fires of hell; lead all souls to Heaven, espe-	
	     cially those who have most need of your mercy.)
	 8. After saying the five decades, say the Hail, Holy Queen, followed 	
	     by this dialogue and prayer:

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: O God, whose Only Begotten Son,
by his life, Death, and Resurrection,
has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life,
grant, we beseech thee,
that while meditating on these mysteries
of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
we may imitate what they contain
and obtain what they promise,
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

(A prayer to St. Joseph may also follow.) Conclude the Rosary with the Sign of 
the Cross.

Credit: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

How to Pray the Rosary
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Louis and Therese Conover are both new members 
of Society No. 88 Vernon. They are the son and 
daughter of Justin and Ruth Conover. Their grand-
parents are Diane and Larry Conover.

Elizabeth Conover is a new member of Society No. 
88 Vernon. She is the daughter of Justin and Ruth 
Conover and her grandparents are Diane and Larry 
Conover.

Hannah Lynn Miller is a new member of Society 
No. 7 Dubina. She is the daughter of Brian and Lau-
ren Miller and the granddaughter of Ken and Wendy 
Syrinek, and Toby and Geni Miller. Hannah’s great-
grandmothers’ are Gladys Holub, and Doris Miller.

Kate, Kyle, and William Kocurek, V, are new mem-
bers of Society No. 104 Abbott. They are the sons 
and daughter of Laura and William J. Kocurek, IV.

Brenden Evans is a new member of Society No. 16 
Ennis. He is the son of Katrina and Bradley Evans. 
His grandparents are Stuart and Margie Hamilton, 
Ken and Becky Mikula, and Marc Evans.

Lucas Evans is a new member of Society No. 16 En-
nis. He is the son of Katrina and Bradley Evans. His 
grandparents are Stuart and Margie Hamilton, Ken 
and Becky Mikula, and Marc Evans.
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“In Memoriam”

2021 CHRISTMAS GIFT INFORMATION FOR SEMINARIANS AND POSTULANTS
KJZT Family Life supports those studying the religious life. Every year, we ask for recommendations of someone who has been called 
to a lifetime of service/vocation in the Catholic Church. The person nominated will receive a monetary gift from KJZT Family Life in the 
amount of $50. Complete the form below and mail it to the State Office by December 1, 2021. Thank you for supporting the values of 
KJZT Family Life.

Name of Seminarian or Postulant: ______________________________________	 of KJZT Society No. _____________________			 
							     
Seminary or College Attending: ________________________________________								     

Please mail gift to: _________________________________________________________________________________________		

This Seminarian or Postulant is recommended by: _________________________

Please mail the completed form by December 1, 2021 to: KJZT Family Life, PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760-8896

Kolaches
In Memory of Eileen Rosipal,
Society No. 93 Austin

1 cup milk, warm 1 (one) minute in 	
   microwave
3 egg yolks plus 1 whole egg, beat 
un-
   til foamy and lemony in color
¼ cup Crisco Oil
3 ½ cups flour
1 tsp. salt
¼ cup sugar
1 pkg. yeast (2 ¼ tsp.)

  You can make these kolaches using 
a bread machine. Put ingredients into 

S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.your phone number in case we have any questions.

the bread machine in order as listed. 
Run the dough cycle. When the 
dough cycle is complete, place the 
dough in a greased bowl and pat the 
top of dough with Crisco oil, cover 
the bowl with a towel and place in a 
warm spot to rise until the dough has 
doubled in size.
  Punch dough down and cut off 
tablespoon size amounts and roll in 
palms. Place on a baking pan lined 
with parchment paper and brush with 
Crisco oil. Place in a warm spot to 
rise for about 45 minutes. 
  When the dough is ready, using 
fingertips, make indentations in the 
center of each dough ball and fill 

with your favorite filling. Top with 
crumbles (posypka) and place in a 
warm spot to rise for about 45 min-
utes or until a small indention in 
dough stays indented.
  Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and 
bake for 15-20 minutes or until gold-
en brown. Remove from the oven 
and brush with a mixture of melted 
butter, Crisco Oil, and vanilla.

Posypka:
	 1 cup flour
	 1 cup sugar
	 3-4 tbsp. butter
	 1 tsp. vanilla 

Makes about 3 dozen.

Note: I take the top rack out of the 
oven and bake on the 4th from top. 

Zalovka – Sauerkraut Soup
Submitted by Aurelia Cerny,
Society No. 30 East Bernard

8 c. water
2 c. water
1 tsp. allspice
2 tsp. marjoram
1 T. salt
2 tsp. black pepper

2 c. diced, uncooked potatoes
2 c. diced link sausage (your favor
       ite, about one link)
½ c. oil or bacon drippings
1 large onion, finely minced
4-6 cloves garlic, minced (I use 1 tsp. 
      canned minced garlic) 
1 c. milk
1 c. flour
2 c. sour cream

  In a large stock pot, combine the 
first eight items and cook for about 
an hour on low heat.  
  Sauté in oil or bacon drippings 
onion and garlic. Add to soup, mix 
well. 
  Combine in small bowl milk, flour 
and sour cream. Slowly add this 
mixture to the soup. Bring to boil, 
this will thicken a little. It will ap-
pear like it is a bit lumpy, it is ready 
to enjoy.
  If you have any leftover, store in 
a refrigerator in air tight container. 
Keeps up to a week, do not freeze.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE
“In Memoriam”

1	 YOAKUM		  ANNIE (STIBOREK) ROEDER			   1/4/2021			  75
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 LYNETTE (BILLIMEK) LANGHAMER		  8/29/2021		  64
5	 SHINER			  IRENE (WAGNER) ZISSA			   8/27/2021		  93
5	 SHINER			  LADDIE KURTZ				    6/22/2021		  82
5	 SHINER			  LAVERNE (KOENNING) PEKAR			  9/1/2021			  85
6	 BRYAN			  JACOB MICHAEL BORISKIE JR			   7/26/2021		  81
7	 DUBINA		  BETTY (HECK) WARD				    3/28/2021		  88
7	 DUBINA		  HELEN (HRACHOVY) ADAMCIK		  9/9/2021			  91
16	 ENNIS			   ADAIL (KUBIN) PARMA				   8/6/2021			  92
16	 ENNIS			   AGNES ANN NOVOSAD				   8/19/2021		  82
16	 ENNIS			   BESSIE JOHNSON				    9/4/2020			  92
16	 ENNIS			   JAMES BERT WALKER				    8/31/2019		  71
16	 ENNIS			   PAULETTE (HARRISON) PROKOP		  8/14/2021		  84
18	 GRANGER		  DOROTHY (MERKA) VRABEL			   4/13/2021		  81
18	 GRANGER		  VLASTA (SVEHLAK) KADERKA			  7/23/2021		  90
21	 MARAK		  MARTHA (VASICEK) TOMEK			   8/24/2021		  96
22	 WALLIS		  EDITH (KANAK) PAVLICEK			   8/9/2021			  87
23	 HOSTYN		  PATRICIA (MELCHER) SMITH			   8/26/2021		  75
29	 FRYDEK		  EMMA (ROCHEN) SVOBODA			   3/27/2019		  85
31	 LA GRANGE		  ELIZABETH (STRAUSS) CAHOON		  7/10/2021		  88
32	 HOUSTON		  DELLA (MARIK) MCGARRAH			   8/16/2021		  85
32	 HOUSTON		  MARY (HORAK) LUCAS			   6/21/2021		  89
38	 SAN ANTONIO		  LORETTA (JANDA) VALENTA			   8/14/2020		  76
38	 SAN ANTONIO		  MADELINE HERZIK				    7/21/2021		  79
40	 POTH			   EMIL DANIEL HOSEK				    1/5/2021			  88
42	 SEALY			   VIRGINIA (ZARUBA) KOROLAK		  9/13/2021		  74
43	 GANADO		  ANGELITA (ESPINOZA) CASTILLO		  8/23/2021		  87
44	 MORAVIA		  GLADYS (HRNCIR) BESETZNY			   1/21/2021		  85
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 PATRICIA KITTSMILLER			   8/17/2021		  72
47	 INDUSTRY		  BERNICE (KASPROWICZ) THEIL		  12/15/2020		  86
47	 INDUSTRY		  WILLIAM GEORGE VASICEK			   9/24/2018		  74
49	 NEEDVILLE		  LILLIAN (NOVOSAD) STEFFEK			  8/13/2021		  89
66	 WEIMAR		  JENNIFER MARIE CERNOCH			   7/23/2021		  64
77	 ROSENBERG		  ANNA (MARESH) MEYER			   6/24/2021		  67
93	 AUSTIN		  NELDA MARIA SANCHEZ			   6/23/2021		  65
99	 BAYTOWN		  BARBARA (BUCHTA) BURWICK		  8/24/2021		  73
101	 VICTORIA		  AGNES LOUISE SEMBERA			   7/18/2021		  84
101	 VICTORIA		  ELIZABETH (KRAUSKOPF) JASCHKE		  1/19/2021		  92
101	 VICTORIA		  JACQUELYN (MARSHALL) GLADNEY		  7/1/2021			  69
101	 VICTORIA		  VIRGIE (GREIVE) SCHILHAB			   7/15/2021		  93
104	 ABBOTT		  MARTHA GERIK				    4/13/2021		  96
104	 ABBOTT		  WANDA (KELM) PUSTEJOVSKY		  9/26/2020		  59
108	 DALLAS		  DOROTHY (LEVERETTE) ADAMCIK		  7/25/2021		  81
108	 DALLAS		  ESTELLE (KALUZA) SMITH			   6/14/2021		  95
108	 DALLAS		  EVA (JANDOVA) SEDLACEK			   8/1/2019			  75
114	 HOUSTON		  DOROTHY (VESELKA) TUMIS			   7/2/2021			  92
118	 TAFT			   DUSTIN CHARLES DEVOS			   9/2/2021			  39
124	 TEXAS CITY		  LARRY DALE BREWER				   8/15/2021		  73
124	 TEXAS CITY		  MILDRED (PESEK) HAYES			   8/10/2021		  91
124	 TEXAS CITY		  PAMELA (JANICEK) JONES			   7/15/2021		  66
900	 LUBBOCK		  JOHN D SHELBY				    9/2/2021			  78
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.




