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Who is your beneficiary?
Most people don’t know off the top of their heads. Have you recently gotten married, welcomed a baby, undergone 
a divorce or suffered a death in the family? If the answer is “Yes”, it is probably time to update your beneficiary.

If your primary beneficiary is incorrect or non-existent, the payment could pass on to your estate where it could be 
subject to taxes and fees. Life insurance proceeds are paid according to your designated beneficiaries. 

Think carefully before naming minor children as life insurance beneficiaries. Minor heirs cannot receive benefits 
from a life insurance policy until age 18 unless there is a named legal guardian.

Don’t underestimate the importance of keeping designated beneficiaries up to date. If you would like to verify your 
current beneficiary, call the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 and we would be happy to assist you.

Summer’s Here
Stay Safe
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Congratulations to our 2021 Scholarship recipients! KJZT Fam-
ily Life awarded $36,000 through the Pavlu Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, KJZT Memorial Scholarship Fund and the KJZT General 
Fund to 62 Junior members.  

On June 13th, we held our KJZT Family Fun Day at Splashway in 
Sheridan, Texas. All who attended had a splashing good time and 
are looking forward to next year. Splashway is always adding more 
water rides and is a place for the entire family to enjoy!

Our Camp Guardian Angel has resumed this year starting on June 
27th thru June 30th with over 90 campers/members in attendance. The Camp began with Mass by 
Bishop Janak followed by games and fellowship. 

Many of our societies are now holding their quarterly meetings and going forward with their yearly 
events. Our District Family Socials are resuming, and our members are looking forward to getting 
together once again.

Convention planning is underway with delegate packets being sent in to the State Office with many 
wonderful Charitable gift ideas being sent in along with motions for the convention. Looking forward 
to November 6th and hoping for a wonderful meeting to be held.

Keep cool, stay hydrated and enjoy your summer! May the Blessed Mother protect each of us!    
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KJZT Family Life was pleased to present a check 
to the Bishop of the Corpus Christi Diocese, Most 
Rev. Wm. Michael Mulvey. The donations are from 
the KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund. They are a 
combination of the contributions from members 
and friends plus this year included an extra donation 
from KJZT Family Life from enrolling all members 
of the respected Diocese into the Clerical Endow-
ment Fund. This is an Educational Fund set up for 
the benefit of students studying for the Priesthood.

Pictured above (L to R) are Bishop Mulvey and State Director 
Betty Vacek.

From the President’s Desk
By Arlene Cloyd, Interim President/CEO

Member Elenora Rothbauer of KJZT Society 
No. 2 Hallettsville celebrated her 100th birth-
day on Sunday, May 16, 2021, at the Oakridge 
Smokehouse in Schulenburg.
  Elenora’s Society remembered her with an ar-
rangement of roses and a card. KJZT Family 
Life enrolled Mrs. Rothbauer in the Clerical En-
dowment Fund as a Perpetual recipient. She was 
also presented a new custom KJZT Rosary and 
a new KJZT Membership pin. Everyone wished 
her many more blessed years!
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In the months of May and June, we look to Mary and Joseph for the spiritual assistance we need to bolster our spirits and to 
energize our bodies, as we continue to recover from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  Certainly it has taken its toll upon us, 
but we rejoice in the steadfast love and grace of Jesus. 

Mary and Joseph experienced their share of hardship and challenges.  We only have to look to the Bible to understand what 
they endured.  Yet, both of them remained faithful and sought to be obedient to what God was asking of them.  They offered 
themselves, for the sake of Jesus.  We are asked to do the same.  When we do, we will discover the life-giving gift of the Spirit 
and will truly be able to proclaim:  “Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth” (Psalm 104). 

Pope Francis, in reflecting on our Blessed Mother, has said, “Mary is there, praying for us, praying for those who do not pray.  
Because she is our Mother.  Prayers said to her are not in vain.  She hears our voices, even those that remain closed in our 
hearts.”   In Patris Corde, his Apostolic Letter on Saint Joseph, which introduced the Year of Saint Joseph, the Holy Father 
refers to Saint Joseph as “a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father, a creatively cou-
rageous father, a working father and a father in the shadows.”

As we remember our mothers and fathers, both living and deceased, during the months of May and June, we look to Mary and Joseph for the assistance we need 
and the assurance of their prayers.  Mary and Joseph have much to teach us about perseverance, the gift of marriage and faithfulness to the will of God.

Therefore, we look to Mary and Joseph for examples of perseverance and how to confront the ongoing challenges of life.  Our Blessed Mother, and her loyal 
spouse, endured their share of hardships.  What was asked of them by God was not easy.  It never is for any of us.  Yet, as God did for them, so he does for us.  
God provides the grace we need to not merely endure, but to courageously confront the struggles of daily life.  In their moments of fatigue and hardship, Mary and 
Joseph trusted in God’s renewing love.   

Yes, we look to Mary and Joseph for the strengthening of our marriages.  In their relationship with God, Mary and Joseph learned how to grow in their marital 
union.  They worked for unity in their relationship and how to trust God and one another.  Despite their hardships, they never gave up.   They looked to God for 
ways to confront difficulties, with faith and obedience.  This is what God is asking of spouses—to surrender to his love and, in turn, discover the strength to give 
more of themselves to their marriage covenant.  When couples do so, they contribute to the renewing of the 
earth through the Spirit of Jesus.   

As always, we also look to Mary and Joseph, for how to be faithful to God’s will, for they long to bring us 
closer to Jesus.  Mary teaches us how to submit.  Joseph teaches us how to obey.  They experienced great 
joy and they endured severe hardships, but they submitted to and obeyed God.  When we choose to do so, 
we will grow closer to Jesus and find the strength we need to submit to and obey what God is asking of us.  
Like Saint Faustina, we can boldly proclaim:  “Jesus, I trust in you”. 

Let us continue to look to our Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph and, through the Spirit of Jesus, do our part 
in renewing the world around us.
 
In Christ,
Bishop Gary

Most Reverend Gary W. Janak
Auxiliary Bishop of San Antonio
Archdiocese of San Antonio
KJZT Family Life State Chaplain

By Most Reverend Gary W. Janak, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of San Antonio, State Chaplain

We Look to Mary and Joseph

On April 20th, Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak was ordained and 
installed at St. Mark the Evangelist Church in San Antonio. The 
Apostolic Letter from the Pope confirming the appointment of 
Bishop Janak was read at the ceremony. The new auxiliary bishop 
was presented with several symbols of his pastoral ministry, 
including a pectoral cross, an episcopal ring, a miter, and crozier.
Pictured at left (L to R) are Auxiliary Bishop Gary Janak and 
Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd.
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The duty of a Delegate shall be to officially represent the Society in a General Convention.
•  The term of office of Delegate or Alternate shall begin from her presentation of her credentials in the Regular General Convention and extend after the Regular   
   General Convention until the next Regular General Convention;
•  Officers of the Society or Members who attend Society meetings regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elected as Delegates or Alternates;  
   however, no State Director or State Officer shall be elected a Delegate or Alternate.
•  The President of the Society shall officially notify a duly elected Alternate to assume the position of Delegate to a Convention of the Fraternal in accordance  
   with the Bylaws of the Fraternal.
•  Delegates shall serve on Convention committees to which they are appointed and shall participate in workshops held at the Convention;
•  Delegates shall present, explain, and defend all motions offered by their Society to the General Convention and in general shall act according to the decision   
   of their Society. However, they shall consider the official explanation and discussion during the sessions of the Convention and act according to their best  
   knowledge and conscience;
•  Delegates must be present at all sessions, unless officially excused by the Chair of the Convention, to be eligible for expense payment;
•  Delegates shall have the duty to make a report to their Societies in the meeting after the Convention. This report shall include decisions and amendments 
   to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Fraternal.

Delegate Duty
Constitution & Bylaws - Article VIII; Section 13

	 The Board of Directors have met and due to Covid-19 concerns for our members and delegates have decided to reschedule the 
XXXVI Regular General Convention. The new date for the Convention will be Saturday, November 6, 2021, at the Hallettsville KC Hall. 
This will be a one-day convention. With rescheduling, convention paperwork deadlines have been extended. Please watch your Journal or 
contact your State Director for more details.

As a Delegate, you have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position, 
please call your State Director or send an email to info@kjzt.org.

•  Balloting Committee
•  Constitution & Bylaws Committee
•  Convention Minutes Approval Committee
•  Credential & Mileage Committee
•  Fraternal Committee

•  Gifts Committee
•  Good of the Order Committee
•  Hospitality Committee
•  Insurance & Salaries Committee
•  Nominating Committee

XXXVI Regular General Convention 
November 6, 2021

Do you have what it takes to be a State Director for KJZT Family Life?
Notice – Donna Janda, State Director of Areas IV and V, and Sally Long, State Director of Areas VII and X, do not plan to seek another term as State Directors 
for KJZT Family Life. Arlene Cloyd, State Director of Areas III and VIII, has reached her number of term limits and will also not be running. With three outgoing 
State Directors, the Fraternal needs you or anyone you know who might be interested to step up and carry on the great traditions of KJZT while looking forward 
to what we can achieve. Please contact your State Director or the State Office for more information and ask for a State Director application.
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Here’s a part of what it takes:
•  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVI Regular General Convention.
	 o Officers of the Society or Members who attend society meetings 	
	    regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elect-	
	    ed as Delegate or Alternates.
•  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of five years.

Board of Directors - 
According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of Directors shall have 
the following responsibilities and duties:
•  Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special General    
   Convention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials in their as-   	
   signed districts.
•  Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State of Texas.
•  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution and By	
   laws and Rules and Regulations.
•  Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the Fraternal.
•  Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the business of the  
   Fraternal.

State Directors -
In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated under the Board of 
Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties and responsibilities:

•  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned 	

   and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carr-	
   ying out the Fraternal Program.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/   
   or need arises.
• Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, invest- 
   ments and fraternalism.
• Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary  
  Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spiritu-
  ally and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors -
•  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, abil-  
    ity to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
•  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC)  
   designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its 
   status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and  
   applications.
•  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings  
   as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
•  Must be able to be bonded.

*Please note that this list is not all inclusive. To receive a full description 
or if you are interested in applying for the State Director position in your 
area, please call your current State Director or email info@kjzt.org.

State Director Description

KJZT Family Life was pleased to present a check to the Bishop of the Austin 
Diocese, Most Rev. Joseph Vasquez. The donations are from the KJZT Clerical 
Endowment Fund. They are a combination of the contributions from members 
and friends plus this year included an extra donation from KJZT Family Life 
from enrolling all members of the respected Diocese into the Clerical Endow-
ment Fund. This is an Educational Fund set up for the benefit of students study-
ing for the Priesthood. State Director Cynthia Morris was able to present a check 

for $7,433.99 to Bishop 
Vasquez on behalf of 
KJZT Family Life and 
its members. We thank 
everyone for their dona-
tions. All donations are 
given right back to the 
seminarians studying in 
your diocese.

Pictured (L to R) are 
Bishop Vasquez and 
State Director Cynthia Morris.

State Director Presents Over $7,000 to Diocese of Austin KJZT Family Life Announcement
KJZT previously issued a short notice regarding a change in our home office, 
and hereby wishes to supplement that notice, namely to formally announce that 
Pam Strickland, our former President and CEO, retired from KJZT effective 
January 4, 2021. KJZT wishes to express its gratitude to Pam for her many 
years of service, hard work, and accomplishments on behalf of the Fraternal. 
We hope that all members will join us in wishing her the best in her future 
endeavors.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day
is once a month on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer 
for all KJZT Family Life members 

and each other’s intentions.
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Anna Adamek, daugh-
ter of David and Amy 
Adamek of Shiner, is a 
member of 14 Moulton. 
She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Telecommunication and 
Media Studies.

Mallory Andel, daugh-
ter of Jonathan Andel 
and Mandy Jacobs of 
Edna, is a member of 
111 Edna. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Blinn College majoring 
in Dental Hygiene.

Mallory Ballew, daugh-
ter of Randall, Jr., and 
Annette Ballew of Ab-
bott, is a member of 104 
Abbott. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Horticulture.

Gillian Barta, daugh-
ter of Craig and Brenda 
Barta of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College ma-
joring in Business.

Addie Berry, daugh-
ter of Kevin Berry and 
Angie Campos of Lake 
Jackson, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Brazosport College 
majoring in Nursing.

Colby Blahuta, son of 
Steven and Dana Blahu-
ta of Moulton, is a mem-
ber of 14 Moulton. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Texas State Tech-
nical College majoring 
in Instrumentation and 
Electrical Powers.

Chelsea Brothers, 
daughter of Kenneth 
and Darlene Brothers of 
West Point, is a member 
of 4 Praha. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Texas 
A&M University - Cor-
pus Christi majoring in 
Kinesiology.

Megan Brothers, son of 
Kenneth and Darlene 
Brothers of West Point, 
is a member of 4 Praha. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Schreiner 
University majoring in 
Pre-Dentistry.

Matthew Brown, son 
of Michael and Melissa 
Brown of Sweeny, is a 
member of 126 Palacios. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at University of In-
carnate Word majoring 
in Political Science and 
Music.

2021 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce the

Madison Brunson, 
daughter of Joshua and 
Amy Brunson of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Temple College major-
ing in Nursing.

Patricia Castanon, 
daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Lamar University ma-
joring in Nursing.

Kate Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxa-
hachie, is a member of 
18 Granger. She will be 
a Senior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Environ-
mental Science.
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Gracen Dach, daughter 
of Michael and Kimber-
ly Dach of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Poultry Science.

Lauren Gerik, daughter 
of John and Molly Gerik 
of Abbott, is a member 
of 104 Abbott. She will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Eng-
lish.

Valerie Grigar, daugh-
ter of Ronnie and Julie 
Grigar of East Bernard, 
is a member of 30 East 
Bernard. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Henderson State Uni-
versity majoring in 
Mathematics.

Katy Harman, daughter 
of Karl and Margie Har-
man of New Ulm, is a 
member of 23 Hostyn. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Me-
teorology.

Krystin Hodges, daugh-
ter of Montgomery, IV 
and Nancy Hodges of 
Shiner, is a member of 5 
Shiner. She will be a Se-
nior next fall at The Uni-
versity of Texas at Aus-
tin majoring in Business 
Management.

Christopher Hovde, son 
of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Tarleton State Univer-
sity majoring in Busi-
ness Management.

Justin Hutyra, son of 
Matt and Amy Hutyra 
of Ennis, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. He will be 
a Junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Engineer-
ing Technology.

Katie Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Texas State Universi-
ty majoring in Exercise 
and Sports Science.

Natalie Hutyra, daughter 
of Mark and Amy Hutyra 
of West, is a member of 
11 West. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Blinn College majoring 
in Dental Hygiene.

Grace Irvin, daughter of 
Douglas and Marlene Ir-
vin of Shiner, is a mem-
ber of 14 Moulton. She 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Nursing.

Thomas Janak, son of 
David and Deborah 
Janak of Angleton, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Accounting.

Chase Janicek, son of 
Chris and Charlene 
Janicek of Sealy, is a 
member of 4 Praha. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.

Josef Kaderka, son of 
Kelly and Christina 
Kaderka of Midland, is a 
member of 18 Granger. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Tyler Junior 
College majoring in 
Geomatics.

Hope Kapavik, daugh-
ter of David and Patricia 
Kapavik of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas State University 
majoring in Accounting.

Kaley Kaspar, daughter 
of Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. She will be a Junior 
next fall at St. Edward’s 
University majoring in 
Criminal Justice.
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Karch Kaspar, son of 
Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a Senior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity - Kingsville ma-
joring in Finance.

Kaleigh Knight, daugh-
ter of CJ and Michele 
Knight of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Elementary Education.

Jacob Kolwes, son of 
Thomas and Rebecca 
Kolwes of Bellville, is 
a member of 7 Dubina. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Animal Science.

Madison Krause, daugh-
ter of Walt and Lois 
Krause of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Sophomore 
next fall at University 
of Mary Hardin Baylor 
majoring in Health Sci-
ences.

Hannah Kriska, daugh-
ter of Tony and Mela-
nie Kriska of Palmer, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Senior next 
fall at Tarleton State 
University majoring in 
Child Development.

Sarah Kulhanek, daugh-
ter of Chris and Brenda 
Kulhanek of Sealy, is 
a member of 22 Wal-
lis. She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Biology.

Taylar Laughlin, daugh-
ter of John Laughlin and 
Susan Parker of Brazo-
ria, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Business 
Marketing.

KaLynn Long, daughter 
of Keith and Sally Long 
of Ennis, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
University of Texas at 
Austin majoring in Ac-
counting.

Ted Machacek, son of 
Russell and Jennifer 
Machacek of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Turf 
Grass Science.

Colton Meurer, son of 
Thomas and Jaye Meu-
rer of Aquilla, is a mem-
ber of 11 West. He will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Ar-
chitectural Engineering.

Allison Mican, daughter 
of Randy and Jeannie 
Mican of Schulenburg, 
is a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Victoria College major-
ing in Criminal Justice.

Caleb Miksch, son 
of Anson and Marcia 
Miksch of Columbus, is 
a member of 66 Weimar. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University major-
ing in Mass Communi-
cations.

Allison Murphy, daugh-
ter of Jason and Anita 
Murphy of Abbott, is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Hill Commu-
nity College majoring in 
Accounting.

Christopher Pavlicek, 
son of Daniel and Susan 
Pavlicek of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Brazosport 
College majoring in In-
strumentation.

Clayton Pavlicek, son 
of Daniel and Susan 
Pavlicek of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Brazosport 
College. His major is 
undecided.
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Marie Ariet Pavlicek, 
daughter of John and 
Jacqui Pavlicek of Guy, 
is a member of 85 Da-
mon. She will be a Se-
nior next fall at Stephen 
F. Austin State Univer-
sity majoring in Social 
Work.

Noah Plsek, son of Rob-
ert and Jennifer Plsek 
of Florida and Texas, is 
a member of 11 West. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at San Angelo 
State University major-
ing in History.

Molli Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Robert and 
Traci Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Hill College majoring in 
Cosmetology.

Payton Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Phil and 
Kathy Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will 
be a Senior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
majoring in Kinesiol-
ogy, Motor Behavior.

Erin Elizabeth Reed, 
daughter of Robbie Reed, 
Jr. and Katharine McGee 
of West Columbia and 
Sweeny, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at Texas 
A&M University majoring 
in Animal Science.

John Conner Rejcek, 
son of Laddy and Melo-
dy Rejcek of Palmer, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Senior next fall 
at Texas Tech University 
majoring in Accounting.

Brenden Ruffin, son of 
Joshua and Alisha Ruf-
fin of Ennis, is a mem-
ber of 16 Ennis. He will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Franciscan University 
of Steubenville major-
ing in Mechanical Engi-
neering.

Griffin Ryan, son of 
Harter and Julie Ryan of 
McKinney, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. He will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
a college yet to be deter-
mined. He will major in 
Business.

Kasi Schneider, daugh-
ter of Bubba and Shelly 
Schneider of Damon, is 
a member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Wharton County 
Junior College majoring 
in Dental Hygiene.

Jared Shimek, son of 
Gregory and Vanessa 
Shimek of Shiner, is a 
member of 53 Wied. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at The University of 
Texas at Austin major-
ing in Business.

Angelette Marie Siegel, 
daughter of Donald and 
Bernadette Siegel of 
Yoakum, is a member of 
5 Shiner. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Victo-
ria College majoring in 
Nursing.

Katelyn Smith, daugh-
ter of Ken and Deanna 
Smith of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Na-
varro College majoring 
in General Studies.

Brianna Syrinek, daugh-
ter of Ken and Wendy 
Syrinek of Schulenburg, 
is a member of 7 Dubi-
na. She will be a Junior 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Communication Disor-
ders.

Jazmin Vaculin, daugh-
ter of Jeremy and Me-
lissa Vaculin of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Uni-
versity of Mary Har-
din Baylor majoring in 
Nursing.

Avery Vitovsky, daugh-
ter of Bryan and Evette 
Vitovsky of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Navar-
ro College majoring in 
Education.



Page 10 KJZT Family Life Journal May/June 2021

Jacob Webb, son of 
Michael and Stephanie 
Webb of Needville, is 
a member of 49 Need-
ville. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Liberty 
University majoring in 
Aviation.

Stephen Woodring, son 
of Gregory and Ami 
Woodring of Edna, is a 
member of 111 Edna. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Victoria College 
majoring in Electrical 
Engineering.

Rachael Zacharias, 
daughter of Kyle and 
Sherri Zacharias of 
West, is a member of 
11 West. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Marketing.

Rachel Zdansky, daugh-
ter of Danette Zdansky 
of Katy, is a member 
of 46 Corpus Christi. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at University 
of Houston majoring 
in American Sign Lan-
guage and Photography.

Sarah Zdansky, daughter 
of Danette Zdansky of 
Katy, is a member of 46 
Corpus Christi. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Texas Tech University 
majoring in Animal Sci-
ence.

Congratulations 2021 KJZT Scholarship Recipients!

Junior member crowned 
2021 Czech Heritage Society 

Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen
	 Madison Murphy was recently crowned the 2021 CHS Miss Texas 
Czech-Slovak Queen. The pageant is sponsored by the Czech Heritage Society 
of Texas and was held on April 24th in Wall, Texas. Madison, who is also the 
2020-2021 Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak Queen, will compete in the Miss 
Czech-Slovak US Pageant in Wilber, Nebraska in August 2022. 
	 Lauren Gerik, 2020 CHS Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen, will com-
pete in the US pageant this August. The pageant was not held last year due to 
COVID-19. Madison’s Little Czech Sister is Rachel Alexander. 
	 Madison was crowned by Lauren Gerik, and Rachel was crowned by 
Lauren’s Little Czech Sister, Sarah Alexander. These four young ladies are all 
active members of Abbott KJZT Society No. 104.

Pictured (seated L to R) are Madison Murphy and Rachel Alexander. 
Pictured (standing L to R) are Lauren Gerik and Sarah Alexander. 

Photo courtesy of the Czech Heritage Society of Texas.

Congratulations, Madison!
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Junior member helps build a home Junior member helps build a home 
with “Helping A Hero” Projectwith “Helping A Hero” Project

	 Marisa Kapavik, a Junior member 
of KJZT No. 11 in West, is building 
an adapted home for CPL (Ret.) Sue 
Downes, USA in conjunction with the 
nonprofit organization HELPING A 
HERO. 
	 While in transit on a humanitarian 
mission in Afghanistan in 2006, Sue’s 
caravan hit a land mine. The Humvee 
flipped and landed on top of her.  Af-
ter the injury she was taken to a NATO 
hospital where her O negative blood 
type was not available; instead the med-
ics gave her O positive to keep her body 
warm and alive until she arrived at the 
next medical facility. Both of Sue’s legs 
were amputated.
	 Marisa has been involved with Help-
ing a Hero for over 10 years. For this 

project, she organized a virtual 5K that ran from April 1st - 30th and a live 5K at 
the St. Mary’s Sports Facility in West on May 1st. At this live 5K run, there were 
a number of West Junior KJZT members who either helped work or participated 
in the run.
   At the Lee Greenwood Patriot Awards Dinner held on May 13th in Houston, 
Marisa received the 2021 Ordinary Angel Award for Youth in Action for her 
10 years of dedicated service to veterans. Red-C Radio also recently aired her 
interview about the home building project. Through many generous supporters, 
the adapted home for Sue is becoming a reality.
   Marisa is an alumni of St. Mary’s Catholic School in West and is an 11th grade 
student at Bishop Louis Reicher High School in Waco.

Pictured in top photo (L to R) are Sue Downes and Marisa Kapavik.
Pictured in bottom photo are members who helped or ran in the 5K, including kneeling in front (L to 
R) are Michelle and Colton Enders. Pictured (standing L to R) are Maverick Plsek, Nicole Enders, 
Marisa Kapavik and Grace Watson.

Juniors Represent KJZT 
at National Polka Festival Parade

KJZT Society No. 16 Ennis sponsored two decorated trailers for the 2021 Na-
tional Polka Festival parade in Ennis. Several older Junior members and adult 
members handed out KJZT Family Life promotional items to the crowds of 
parade watchers along the route. Junior members that participated included Eli, 
Andie, and Leo Gilburt; MacKenzie, Tinsley, and Tracen Tobola; Marley and 
Levi Lytle; Kolton, Kale, and Ella Vrana; Jake, Easton, Hunter, Beckham, and 
Hudson Ruffin; Adelynn Liska; Madi and Lucas Matous; Cooper, Casen, and 
Chloe Cline; Carleigh, Carsyn, and Quinn Rhodes; Zoee Juricek. Adult mem-
bers were Savannah Gilburt, Melisa Tobola, Josh Ruffin, Dianna Cline, Bren-
den Ruffin, Conner Rejcek, and Joan Johnson.
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District I Junior Representatives
Pictured (L to R) are District I Junior Representative Kade Leist of Society No. 5 Shiner, State Direc-
tor Joyce Kurtz, and District I Junior Representative Seryna Garza of Society No. 5 Shiner.

Society No. 5 Shiner Juniors
Pictured in front are Quinn Janak, Colt Janak, and Gage Janak. Pictured in back are State Coordina-
tor of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Kade Leist, Seryna Garza, Junior Director Denise Leist, Cierra 
Shaver, Conner Shaver, Julianna Davis, Joseph Davis, and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and pin recipients Magdalen Demel, Martha Brom, 
Dolly Laas, Dorothy Gast, and Helen Motal.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R in front) are Mary Ann Rother of 14 Moulton, Roberta Wenzel of 37 Hochheim, and 
Virginia Ferrell for 1 Yoakum. Pictured (L to R in back) are Gladys Hermes of 12 Sweet Home, Nancy 
Hodges of 5 Shiner, Dorothy Schneider of 3 St. Mary’s, Jennifer Hoffmann of 2 Hallettsville, Helen 
Janak of 53 Wied, and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

District News
District I Social

	 The District I Social was held on April 18, 2021. The Social was hosted 
by KJZT Society No. 3 St. Mary’s and was attended by over 110 members and 
guests. State Director Joyce Kurtz and State Coordinator of Junior Activities 
Anne Wick, were present. Hosting Society Officers of the Day were Father John 
Affum, President Deberah Konvicka, Secretary Jennifer Janik, and Treasurer 
Dorothy Schneider.
	 A Memorial Service recognizing 34 members who have passed away 
was held. The District I Junior Representatives, Kade Leist of Society No. 5 
Shiner and Seryna Garza of Society No. 5 Shiner, were both awarded certifi-
cates and a gift for all of their hard work during the past year. Fifty-year and 
Seventy-five year membership pins were handed out to this year’s recipients of 
the District.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are Diane Marks, Nancy Hodges, Elizabeth Kloesel, and State Director Joyce Kurtz.
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District News

Society No. 12 Sweet Home Juniors
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Kayla Kurtz, Junior Director Diana Jurena, Kenzie 
Kurtz, Madelyn Kurtz, Alex Jurena, Darren Jurena, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne 
Wick.

Society No. 14 Moulton Juniors
Pictured (L to R in front) are Adaline Appelt and Levi Leonard. Pictured (L to R in back) are State 
Director Joyce Kurtz, Julia Machacek, Jack Leonard, Sally Machacek, Delane Appelt, Jennifer Mach-
acek, Ted Machacek, and State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.

Juniors Attend Catholic Heart Work Camp
On June 12th - 19th, 42 high school students and six adults from Shiner traveled 
to Hartington, Nebraska as a part of Catholic Heart Work Camp (CHWC).

CHWC offers Catholic mission trips that give youth the opportunity to experi-
ence a Christ-centered week of growing in spirituality and caring for others.

KJZT Junior members who attended CHWC were: Joseph Davis, Charlie Pilat, 
Gracie Pilat, Seryna Garza, Halle Pilat, Julianna Davis, Kade Leist and Brian 
Leist, the Society No. 5 Shiner Assistant Junior Director.

District Socials
  All members of KJZT Family Life and their families are invited to attend the 
KJZT Family Life District Socials. Merit Pins of Recognition are presented to 
eligible Members for their dedication and years of service and membership. The 
Junior Divisions of the various Societies will be recognized, and a meal will be 
provided. Join us again for fellowship and fun!

District II: 83 Flatonia - August 22nd - 11:00 a.m. - Robert’s Steakhouse, 1241 
State Hwy 95, Flatonia. RSVP by August 10th to Ann Bratton at 361-865-2489 
or Jeanette Zouzalik at 361-865-3890.

District III: 47 Industry - July 25th - 11:00 a.m. - Immaculate Conception Catho-
lic Church Hall, 15994 Hwy 159W, Industry.

District IV: 75 Jourdanton - October 9th

District V: 20 Cistern

District VI: 89 Sinton - July 11th - 11:30 a.m. - Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 906 
E. Sinton St., Sinton.

District VIII: 29 Frydek - August 29th - 11:00 a.m. - St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 
10471 Grotto Rd, Sealy. RSVP by August 15th to Maxine Rudloff at 979-885-
2329 or Mildred Ondruch at 979-885-9871.

District IX: 101 Victoria - August 21st

District X: 

District XI/XII: 

District XV: 115 Freeport - September 18th

District XVI: 114 Houston - August 7th - 11:00 a.m. - St. Jerome Parish Activity 
Center, 8825 Kempwood Dr., Houston. RSVP by July 30th to Mary Kay Dittrich 
at 281-216-1722 or maryd0713@gmail.com
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KJZT Family Funday 2021
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The Society had con-
tainers of water blessed 

by their Pastor. These containers were given to each 
family at the Masses the weekend of April 17th. 
Parishioners were happy to receive the Holy Water.  
This was the Society’s People Helping People work 
project.

Pictured (L to R) are Betty Blaha-Vice President, Pastor Fr. Ber-
nard Hung of St. Paul Catholic Church, Katherine Karisch-Presi-
dent, and Gail Courtemanche holding containers of water that Fr. 
had blessed.

69 Smithville

The Society made a donation to 
SS Cyril & Methodius Church for 

their new sound system. 

Pictured (L to R) are Rita Kurtz and Father Bryan Heyer.

5 Shiner

The Society made a donation to 
Raphael’s Refuge. The mission 

of the Refuge is to guide and maintain a memorial 
in honor of babies who have died due to miscar-
riage, abortion, stillbirth or infant death and to pro-
vide peer counseling for those suffering the loss of 
a baby.

Pictured is Pat Brown and Raphael’s Refuge Director and Found-
er, Midge Elam.

5 Shiner

The Guardian Angels 
Society No. 114 has 

been busy the first few months of 2021. In Janu-
ary for Catholic Schools Week, Society members 
brought breakfast tacos to the teachers of St. Je-
rome’s Day School. In March, members delivered 
a check to the St. Jerome St. Vincent De Paul Food 
Pantry for their Feeding Families Across Texas proj-
ect. Also, in mid-April, they held their Spring Bake 

114 Houston

Sale where the Society raised $780 for their People 
Helping People Community projects: The Mission 
of Yahweh and Turning Point Center.

Second Quarterly 
meeting was held 

May 17th at 4:00 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Church 
Narthex meeting room. President Elizabeth Kallus 
called the meeting to order and led opening prayers, 
especially remembering one member who had 
passed away, Suzanne Holl.        
  The pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags were re-
cited, reading of the February 11th meeting minutes 
was dispensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her 
report, bills were approved for payment, and thank 
you cards were read. Secretary Marilyn Kothmann 
read correspondence from the State Office. 
  KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments re-
port by Vice President Joy Kovar showed one spe-
cial birthday and four sympathies, and twenty en-
rollments by individuals. The deceased member was 
remembered with a Mass intention. Kallus gave the 
publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.      
  Members donated the $100.00 received from the 
Fraternal 100 program to Sacred Heart Church Va-
cation Bible School being held in June.  

31 La Grange

  The 50 and 75-year membership pin recipients for 
Society No. 31 were named.
  Members were informed that the KJZT State Chap-
lain was ordained the Auxiliary Bishop for the Arch-
diocese of San Antonio on April 20th, Most Rev-
erend Gary W. Janak. Deacon Mike Meismer was 
retired in January by the Austin Diocese and was 
remembered with a gift of appreciation. Deacon En-
rique Sada-Coeto will be remembered with a gift for 
his ordination to the priesthood in the Austin Dio-
cese on June 5th.    
  District V Director Donna Janda shared informa-
tion on KJZT State programs and the District V So-
cial.
  Attendance prize was won by Joy Kovar and the 
meeting closed with the Memorare.

On April 10th, the Society 
held their second quarterly 

meeting in the church Narthex. President Lillian 
Kallus called the meeting to order and led the open-
ing prayers and the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
United States and Texas flags. Secretary Verlene 
Kuntschik read the minutes from the January 23rd 
meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda gave the financial 
report. There were six CEF enrollments since the 
last meeting.
     Thank you notes were read from St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic School in Schulenburg and Sacred 
Heart Catholic School in La Grange for donations 
received from KJZT Family Life State Office. A 
Congratulations letter was received from the State 
Office for Society No. 23 accomplishing a Platinum 
Status for the year of 2020.
     The People Helping People Parish Fundraiser 
was held on January 17th. The Society sponsored a 
Chicken Noodle Soup and Bake Sale to benefit the 
Young Neighbors and Just 5 Days programs to help 
their projects. The event was very successful. The 
Feeding Families project “St. Joseph’s Table” was 
held March 19th thru March 21st. The donations 
were given to A.M.E.N. Food Pantry in La Grange. 
The project was a great success. The Status Fund-
ing check for the 2020 Fraternal $100 Project was 
received. The Society will donate this $100.00 bo-
nus check to the Holy Rosary Vacation Bible Study 

23 Hostyn
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youth group.
     Reports from the State KJZT Family Life month-
ly newsletters were given: The KJZT Family Life 
Board of Directors has appointed Arlene Cloyd as 
Interim President/CEO and Joyce Kurtz as Lead 
Director. The Board of Directors has also appointed 
Cynthia Morris as State Director for Districts XI and 
XII until elections can be held. The 2021 XXXVI 
Regular Convention has been rescheduled to Satur-
day November 6, 2021 at the Hallettsville KC Hall. 
This will be a one day convention. 
     The 50-year and 75-year Membership lists for 
2021 have been completed. Society No. 23 Hostyn 
members receiving 50-year pins are Debbie M. 
Charanza, Vivian J. Mendel, Nancy Friedel, Theresa 
L. Pulliam, Frances C. Chovanec, Maxine Holub, 
Sandra L. Holub and Donna L. Janda and members 
receiving 75-year pins are Carol Ann Janecka, Rosie 
Berger and Catherine Demarco.
     KJZT Family Life perpetual enrollments have 
been sent to families in memory of Rosalie Janda, 
Martha Kovar and Janet Machac.
     The meeting attendance prize was won by Irene 
Janda. The meeting closed with the Memorare 
prayer. The next Society No. 23 Hostyn meeting is 
scheduled for August 14th. 

Members volunteered 
at the Immanuel Church 

for the Join Hands Senior Social and made ham-
burgers. 

Pictured at the Senior Social (L to R) are Olga Anders, Shirley 
Kaminski, and Vivian Jedlicka.

49 Needville

The Society donated 
checks to the Pleak Vol-

unteer Fire Department and the Fairchild Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Pictured (L to R) are Pleak Fire Chief Jordan Blegan and Vivian 
Jedlicka.

Pictured (L to R) are John Lewis Assistant Fire Chief of Fairchild 
Volunteer Fire Department and Jeanette McDaniel.

49 Needville

On April 10th, after Mass the 
Society presented a match-

ing funds check from the State Office from their  
chicken noodle soup dinner and bake sale given by 
the Young Neighbors and Just 5 Days, sponsored by 
the Hostyn Holy Rosary KJZT Family Life Society. 

Pictured (L to R) are Gina Kozelsky-Parish Secretary, Verlene 
Kuntschik-Secretary, Mersa Muras-Just 5 Days Representative, 
Helen Janda-Treasurer, and Lillian Kallus-President.

23 Hostyn

The deadline for the next issue of the KJZT 
Family Life Journal is July 14th. Please send 
your submissions to info@kjzt.org or by mail 
to Arlene Cloyd, Editor PO Box 18896, 
Austin, TX 78760.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer 
Day is once a month on the first 

Sunday of each month. 
Please offer a prayer for all KJZT 
Family Life members and each 

other’s intentions.

On February 28th, the Society 
meeting was held at the St. Mary’s 

school. Prayers for living and deceased members 
were said. Pledge to the U.S. Flag was said. Dis-
pense with reading of minutes. Roll Call: 2 Present, 
1 Absent, no members. Nancy read the news from 
the State Office Enrollment - 2 from the Society, 
10 from members. Since there were no members, it 
closed with the memorare. 
  On April 18th, the Society met after Mass at St. 
Mary’s school. Prayers for living and deceased 
members were said. Roll call of officers: 2 present, 
1 absent. Pledge to the flag was said. Nancy Jasek 
read the minutes of February meeting. Treasurer re-
port was given. One thank you note read. One en-
rollment from Society. The $100.00 from the State 
Office was given to CCE to help with the Summer 
Vacation Bible School Program. Hope to have a Join 
Hands Day. Meetings were planned for the year. Ad-
journed with the memorare. Next meeting for Soci-
ety No. 4 Praha will be July 25, 2021. 

4 Praha

The Society held a St. Jo-
seph’s Table food drive and 

received matching funds through the Feeding Fami-
lies Across Texas program. Members presented a 
$200 matching funds check to AMEN Food Pantry 
on Monday, May 17th. Due to the pandemic, the 
food bank is grateful for any and all donations.

Pictured are food bank representatives Linda Oltman and Mary 
Vasek with Society Officers Lillian Kallus-President, Helen Janda-
Treasurer, and Verlene Kuntschik-Secretary.

23 Hostyn
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On May 2, 2021, Society 
No. 32 of Houston pre-

sented Fr. Albert Zanatta monetary donations for the 
Gabriel Project at Assumption Church. 

In attendance to present the donations are from (L to R) Anna 
Psencik (Soc. Pres.) Louise Widacki (V.Pres.), Gracie Perrard, 
Beverly Foyt (Sec./Treasurer), Fr. Albert Zanatta, Jean Walagura.

32 Houston

For the Feast of St. John Nepo-
mucene, some KJZT members 

participated in the Ringing of the Bells and prayers 
on the ninth day of their parish novena to prepare for 
their Patron Saint’s Feast Day.

Pictured in the front row are Debbie Macik (Dallas society), Joan 
Johnson, Eli Gilburt, Leo Gilburt, Jeanine Payne, Mary Homb (pa-
rishioner). Pictured in the second row are Isabella Slovak, Andie 
Gilburt, Yvonne Zapletal, Melody Rejcek (Soc. 16 President), and 
Savannah Gilburt (Soc. 16 Vice President). Pictured in back row 
are Michelle Slovak, Father John Dick, Pastor, holding the reli-
quary containing the parish’s relic of St. John Nepomucene, David 
Slovak, and Ryan Zmolik. [All pictured are members of Society 
No. 16 Ennis, unless otherwise noted.]

16 Ennis

The Society presented 
a check to Bishop Gary 

Janak honoring him for his recent appointment as 
Auxiliary Bishop to the ArchDiocese of San Anto-
nio. 

Pictured (L to R) are Irene Brosch, Society Secretary, Bishop 
Janak and Carolyn Nevlud, Society Treasurer.

101 Victoria

Zachary Gerik was awarded a 
$500.00 Scholarship by the West 

KJZT Society No. 11 on Sunday, June 13th. Zachary 
is the son of Mike and Melissa Gerik of West, Texas. 
He graduated from West High School and will be at-
tending TSTC taking Cybersecurity and then trans-
ferring to either Texas A & M or Baylor University 
and pursing a degree in Mechanical Engineering.

Pictured (L to R) are Theresa Plsek, Dolores Sykora, Zachary 
Gerik, Joyce Nors and Mary Kallus.

11 West

The Society ordered a 
new banner showing the 

Fraternal’s name change. They were proud to re-
ceive it.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Cynthia Morris, Bettie Pagach, 
Clara Marak, Mary Ann Seaton, and Beverly Angell.

48 Cameron

The organizations of Queen 
of the Holy Rosary Church 

in Hostyn held a Helping Hands Day on May 17th 
at the church. The KJZT adults and Juniors, KJT, 
Catholic Daughters and KC’s got together at 5:30 
p.m. to clean, fertilize roses and plants, plant flow-
ers, spruce up the prayer garden and mow the church 
grounds. Everyone worked hard!

Pictured is the group of workers.

23 Hostyn

Marisa Kapavik, a Junior mem-
ber of the West Society has been 

involved with Helping a Hero for over 10 years in 
raising money to build a home for the Sue Downes 
family. Sue, who was in the Service and while in 
transit on a humanitarian mission in Afghanistan, 
her caravan hit a land mine. The Humvee flipped 
and landed on top of her and due to her injuries both 
of Sue’s legs were amputated. Marisa recently or-

11 West

ganized a 5K run in West on May 1st and asked the 
other Junior members of West KJZT to help. There 
were a number of Junior members who helped or ran 
in the 5K to help raise money for Helping a Hero. 
They are now able to start on the home for the Sue 
Downes family. 
  See page 11 of this Journal issue for more details 
on Marisa Kapavik’s project to help Sue Downes.

Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Sherri Zacharias 
presenting a matching funds check to Marisa Kapavik.
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Junior News
On Divine Mercy Sunday, Ju-
niors from Ennis, Soc. 16, 

prayed/sang the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church 
with the parish. After a brief outdoor meeting, they 
had an Easter egg hunt on the parish grounds. Each 
Junior was given a take home craft: painting a 
“stained glass” cross cookie.

Pictured is the egg hunt.

Pictured is Wyatt Zhanel with his take home craft.

Pictured is Jovie, Kale, Ella and Kolton Vrana with their completed 
crafts.

16 Ennis During the month of April, 
Junior members collected 

used eyeglasses for the Lions Club Eyeglasses Re-
cycling Program. Donated eyeglasses are used for 
the elderly and needy. Glasses were delivered to the 
drop off site at the Walmart Eye Center in Hillsboro.

Pictured are some of the Juniors who helped with this project.  
They are (L to R) Bryson Murphy, Will Gerik, Madison Murphy, 
Allison Murphy, and Kyle Gerik.

104 AbbottOn Easter Sunday, Marak Ju-
niors joined hands with KC 

Council #10186 to provide an Easter Egg Hunt and 
raffle prizes to the youth of the parish.  

Pictured is Marak youth during the Easter egg hunt.

Pictured is Junior Director Debbie Vansa and President Chase 
Hubnik drawing raffle tickets to find the winners.

Pictured are the raffle prize winners (L to R) 1st place-Shelby 
Dohnalik, Girl prize-Bella Doskocil, and Boy prize-Callen Vaculin.

21 Marak

There were six members from 
West Society #11 who received 

State KJZT scholarships on Sunday, June 13th.   Pre-
senting the State Scholarships was Sherri Zacharias, 
Junior Director of the West Society. Those receiving 
scholarships were: Christopher Hovde, Katie and 
Natalie Hutyra, Colton Meurer, Noah Plsek and Ra-
chel Zacharias.

11 West

The Juniors had a pancake 
breakfast and raffle tick-

et sale on Mother’s Day to raise money to attend 
Camp Guardian Angel. A big thank you to everyone 
who generously supported the fundraiser, especially 
those who donated supplies and cooked the meal.

Pictured are Junior members.

104 Abbott



  Christopher Hovde is the son of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco. He is pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Management/Administration at Tarleton 
State University.
  Katie and Natalie Hutyra are the daughters of Mark 
and Amy Hutyra of West. Katie is attending Texas 
State University pursuing a Bachelor’s of Exercise 
and Sports Science. Natalie is attending Texas Wom-
an’s University of Science pursuing a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Dental Hygiene. 
  Colton Meurer is the son of Thomas and Jaye Meu-
rer of West. Colton is attending Texas A&M and 
pursuing a degree in Architectural Engineering.
  Noah Plsek is the son of Jennifer Plsek of West 
and Rob Plsek of Clifton. He is attending Angelo 
State University and pursing a degree in History and 
a minor in Professional Education. He will also be 
playing football for the team.
  Rachel Zacharias is the daughter of Kyle and Sherri 
Zacharias of West. She graduated from Texas A & M 
in Marketing and will pursue her Masters.

Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Sherri Zacharias, Colton 
Meurer, Rachel Zacharias, Katie and Natalie Hutyra. Not pictured 
are Christopher Hovde and Noah Plsek.
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Interim President 
Arlene Cloyd 

presented a scholarship to Valerie Grigar. 

Pictured (L to R) are Interim President/CEO Arlene Cloyd, Junior 
member Valerie Grigar, and Valerie’s grandmother, Angeline.

30 East Bernard

On May 9th, the Marak Ju-
niors joined with the Marak 

Religious Education Program for a flower proces-
sional in honor of the Mother Mary for the month 
of May. The Juniors passed out carnations for all the 
mothers in attendance at Mass for Mother’s Day. On 
May 16th, the Juniors celebrated Mass. They led the 
Holy Rosary lighting candles for the month of Mary. 
On June 13th, the Juniors celebrated Flag Day by 
carrying flags to the altar.

Pictured are the Marak children processing to the altar carrying 
roses in honor of the Mother Mary.

Pictured with the rosary table (L to R) are Kate Kopriva, Cullen 
Vaculin, Junior Directer Debbie Vansa, Jet Vaculin, Tessa Vacu-
lin, Bryce Givins, Chase Hubnik, Cade Hubnik, Adison Dach, Lily 
Brunson, Ian Brunson, Claire Kopriva, and Paige Kopriva.

Pictured in front row are Clayton Vansa, Kate Kopriva, Bailey Van-
sa, Paige Kopriva, and Ian Brunson. Pictured in middle row are 
Claire Kopriva, Cutter Hubnik, and Lily Brunson. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Chester Hays, Chase 
Hubnik, Father RanJan, Cade Hubnik, Assistant Junior Director 
Lindsey Vaculin, Mary Hoelscher, and Greg Hoelsecher. 

21 Marak On May 1st, the Juniors from 
Society 16 Ennis, had a Crown-

ing of Mary ceremony and devotions. Adelynn Lis-
ka placed the crown of flowers on the statue of Mary 
and the members presented flowers for the altar in 
the shrine outside of St. John Nepomucene church.

Pictured seated are Andie Gilburt, Savannah Gilburt holding Leo 
Gilburt, Eli Gilburt, Adelynn Liska, Ella Vrana, and Kale Vrana. 
Pictured standing are Anaston Payne, Alexis Payne, Amberly 
Payne, Wyatt Zhanel, Hunter Zhanel, and Kolton Vrana.

Ennis Juniors Annelise and Catelyn Minear, partici-
pated in the Mary, Queen of the May, Mass, rosary 
procession, and crowning of Mary’s statue at their 
parish in Ohio on May 1st. They are pictured with 
their grandmother, Joan Johnson, who was visiting 
them at the time.

16 Ennis

JULY 2021 - Social Friendship 
We pray that, in social, economic and political situ-
ations of conflict, we may be courageous and pas-
sionate architects of dialogue and friendship.

AUGUST 2021 - The Church
Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive 
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to 
reform herself in the light of the Gospel.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions
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Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Vrazel Celebrate 60th Wedding Anniversary
June 24, 1961 - June 24, 2021

  Bernice Vansa and Al-
fred Vrazel were married 
on June 24, 1961 at Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius Catho-
lic Church in Marak, Texas 
with the Rev. Rafael Ger-
skovich officiating.

  Alfred is retired from farm-
ing and Vrazels’ Polka 
Band, but still is active in 
ranching and hosting the 
Alfred Vrazel Polka Show 

on KMIL 105.1 FM in Cameron, Texas which has been on the air every Sunday since 1955. Bernice is a 
life-long member of KJZT Society No. 21 Marak and has been very active in her Society serving in almost 
every local position, currently serving as Treasurer. She has worked for Farmers Mutual Protective Associa-
tion (RVOS) in Temple, Texas (7 years); Cameron Community Hospital in Cameron, Texas (8 years) and 
Central Freight Lines in Cameron, Texas retiring after 12 years.
  Both Alfred and Bernice are and have been active in their church, Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church at Marak 
all their lives. The couple has one daughter, Cynthia Ann Morris. Cynthia and her husband, Michael are of 
Temple, Texas. The couple has two grandchildren, Matthew Strmiska and Jessica Strmiska of Austin, Texas. 
Their daughter, Cynthia Morris, is currently serving as KJZT State Director for Districts XI and XII.

Junior News
Junior members had the op-
portunity to visit the Sisters 

of Mary Morning Star at their convent. The sisters 
gave a brief talk about their contemplative vocation, 
described a typical day in the convent, and one sister 
shared her vocation story. After helping the sisters 
with some light yardwork, the Juniors joined them 
in prayer and adoration.  

Pictured (L to R) kneeling are Molly Lucas, Bryson Murphy, and 
Joel Lucas; second row: Katie Hanaway, and Ally Hanaway; back 
row: Madison Lucas, Kyle Gerik, Will Gerik, Abby Smith, Sister 
Ann Joseph, and Sister Sophie Marie.

104 Abbott

Junior members donated 
supplies for and assembled 

Mommy Bags for the Gabriel Project, an outreach 
program for mothers experiencing crisis pregnan-
cies. Debi Holton of Catholic Charities of Fort Worth 
spoke to the Junior members about the importance 
of efforts like the Gabriel Project and the difference 
they can make in an unexpected pregnancy.

Pictured is Debi Holton speaking to the Juniors.

104 Abbott

Mr. and Mrs. Robert (Bob) Plsek Celebrate 50 Years
  Bob and Theresa (Sykora) 
Plsek were united in mar-
riage 50 years ago on June 
26, 1971 at St. Mary’s 
Church of The Assump-
tion in West, Texas. Their 
children, Tonya and Rob, 
honored them with a cel-
ebration of the Mass by 
Msgr. Henry Petter, Father 
Boniface Onjefu, and Dea-
con Ronnie Sykora at the 

St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tours on Saturday, June 26, 2021. Music was by organist Bernice Perry and 
singing was by Cyndi and Shelley Sykora. During the Mass, Bob and Theresa renewed their vows, had their 
rings blessed, and had a Special Blessing. Tonya Plsek read the Prayers of the Faithful. Guests enjoyed a 
dinner catered by Eddie Ray’s. A dance of polkas, waltzes and country music was provided by The Mora-
vians Band. The grand march was led by Bill and Libbie Veselka followed by Bob and Theresa’s special 
song “My Happiness”. A special performance was done by Cooper Downing, age 5, singing A JA SAM. 
Approximately 225 family and friends were present. Also present were 4 of their 5 grandchildren; Lincoln 
Plsek, Caige Plsek, Noah Plsek, and Maverick Plsek. August Plsek was unable to attend. Their family is 
100% KJZT members, including children and grandchildren. Theresa serves as President of the West KJZT 
Society #11 and has been a Sales Representative for KJZT for over 20 years. Bob and Theresa are both 
retired and enjoy cruising, traveling to Estes Park, Colorado and attending their grandsons sporting events 
and spending time with their family and friends.
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Beretta May Ford is a new member of Society No. 
30 East Bernard. She is the daughter of Christopher 
and Elizabeth (Krenek) Ford. Beretta has three sib-
lings: Gatlin, Remington, and Colt. Her grandpar-
ents include Gary and Patsy Krenek and Charlie 
and Melissa Ford. Her great-grandparents include 
Thomas and Yvonne Krenek.

Juliana Dolores Diaz Barton is a new member of So-
ciety No. 85 Damon. She is the daughter of Ronald 
and Emily Diaz Barton. Juliana’s family are mem-
bers of Holy Rosary Church in Rosenberg. She is a 
5th generation KJZT member.

Samuel Kolar is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Emily and Ernie Kolar. 
Samuel’s grandparents are Ernie and Mary Kolar and 
Danny and Shelly Kilian.

Levi Moore is a new member of Society No. 16 En-
nis. He is the son of Chelcee and Trey Moore. Levi 
has a sister, Zoee Juricek.

Thomas Kolar is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Emily and Ernie Kolar. 
Thomas’ grandparents are Ernie and Mary Kolar and 
Danny and Shelly Kilian.

Steven B. Enders, Jr. is a new member of Society No. 
11 West. He is the son of Steven and Rebecca Enders. 
Steven’s siblings include Matthew, Michelle, Elaine, 
Nicole and Colton Enders. His grandparents are Betty 
and the late Charles Howard, the late Don Enders and 
Mary Ann and the late August Dvorak.
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The Food and Drug Administration’s recent ap-
proval of a new drug for Alzheimer’s disease is 
bringing some hope to families and patients who 
suffer from debilitating memory loss. Known as 
Aduhelm, or the common name aducanumab, the
drug is a monoclonal antibody which is the first 
treatment to show evidence of reducing amyloid 
plaque in the brain which is thought to cause cog-
nitive decline. After more than 100 prior failed ex-

perimental drugs, this breakthrough shows some promise for improving treat-
ment into the future.
  Alzheimer’s disease is associated with accumulation of amyloid plaques and
tangles of tau protein in the brain that build up over many years which triggers 
brain cell (neuron) death and loss of memory. We still don’t understand how or 
why these buildups occur. Aducanumab has been shown to bind to amyloid and 
break it up. The drug was derived from healthy elderly people who didn’t get 
Alzheimer’s disease or had slow mental decline. In early medical trials, higher 
doses of the drug reduced amyloid buildup and slowed cognitive decline. Lower 
level dosing of the drug did not seem to provide much benefit so the approval 
was considered controversial. Not a cure by any means, but progress!
  In fact, an advisory panel voted against approving the new treatment, but the 
FDA nonetheless, granted and “accelerated approval” in part because of the 
seriousness of the disease and a lack of alternatives for treatment of amyloid 
plaque buildup. Many researchers and physicians consider this an important 
“first step” at more effective treatments to slow or even reverse the ravages of 
Alzheimer’s disease.
  Other research involves a vaccine for Alzheimer’s which has not shown posi-
tive results to date. There is even research ongoing for treatments that aim to 
help neurons regenerate. As improvements occur in technology, there is still 
great hope for new treatments, that taken together might provide even better 
treatments in the future.

New Hope on the Horizon 
with Alzheimer’s Disease?

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

“In Memoriam”
Anna Dell Kowalik joined the heavenly chorus of 
angels on March 22, 2021 at a very blessed age of 
93. She was born May 16, 1927 to Charles Polasek 
and Catherine Hosek Polasek.

She married Benjamin Kowalik on April 8, 1947. 
Anna Dell was a member of Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church. She was also a member of KJZT-The 
Annunciation Society #40 in Poth, Texas for more 
than 75 years and she was a member of The Rosary 
Circle.

Anna Dell was very blessed to live out her days at home. She loved her fam-
ily, neighbors, friends, and all knew it and felt it. She was always supporting 
her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and even a great-great-grand-
daughter. Whether it was a baby quilt, swimming parties during summer vaca-
tion in Rockport, a cheer camp, stock show, or maybe a baseball game, she was 
supportive. She dearly loved watching baseball games on T.V., especially the 
World Series. She will be dearly missed by her family and many friends.

Anna Dell was an extremely talented seamstress. Talk about a perfectionist, it 
had to be perfect or she was ripping it out. She sewed many wedding dresses, 
including her daughter Vivian’s, along with adding all the pretty pearls on the 
lace appliques. She sewed little preemie outfits for a great granddaughter, many 
bridesmaid dresses, cheerleader outfits, drum major suits, costumes, flags for 
drill teams, or just hemming pairs of pants. Whatever it was, it had to be perfect. 
She also did many alterations, especially when prom season rolled around. She 
loved sewing for her family, and even made lined sport coats for the guys, and 
complete little suits for the little guys. However, the baby quilts for the great 
grandchildren were her biggest pride and joy.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband; brothers, Charles Polasek, Au-
gust Polasek, Johnnie Polasek, Paul Polasek, and Ludwig Polasek; sister, Mary 
Svoboda, and Louise Long.

Anna Dell is survived by her children, Vivian (Eli) Urbanczyk, Ben (Carol) 
Kowalik, and Annette (Richard) Gorzell; grandchildren, Brad (Darcy) Urbanc-
zyk, Rodney (Marcy) Urbanczyk, Kevin (Jana) Urbanczyk, Daryl (Misty) Kow-
alik, Dawn (Thomas) McCarthy, Brandon (Elizabeth) Gorzell, Kristen (Travis) 
Buehring, and Cody (Morgan) Gorzell. She is also survived by 17 great-grand-
children and 1 great-great-granddaughter.

Pallbearers were Daryl Kowalik, Brad Urbanczyk, Rodney Urbanczyk, Kevin 
Urbanczyk, Brandon Gorzell, Cody Gorzell, Thomas McCarthy, and Travis 
Buehring. Honorary pallbearers will be Dawn McCarthy, and Kristen Buehring.

Anna Dell Kowalik
May 16, 1927 - March 22, 2021
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE
“In Memoriam”

5	 SHINER		  RITA (HYBNER) JANAK			   4/15/2021		  88
5	 SHINER		  JANET MARIE (SIMPLER) DARILEK		 12/15/2020		  73
6	 BRYAN		  PATRICIA (NEMEC) MATCHETT		  5/13/2021		  65
7	 DUBINA		  JOYCE MAY ROHAN 				   6/7/2021		  68
11	 WEST			   JEANETTE (VOLCIK) HOLECEK		  4/7/2021		  74
16	 ENNIS			   GEORGIE (DOLEZALIK) ZABOJNIK		  3/23/2021		  93
16	 ENNIS			   EMILIE FRANCES SPANIEL			   3/29/2021		  97
17	 NADA			   AGNES (SVATEK) LABAY			   6/3/2021		  82
21	 MARAK		  JOSEPHINE (POLANSKY) GRYGAR		  4/9/2021	            100
22	 WALLIS		  DIOLINDA B ABILHEIRA			   4/3/2021		  81
23	 HOSTYN		  ELSIE (FRANTA) VASEK			   5/6/2021		  89
30	 EAST BERNARD	 AGNES (MICAN) MINKS			   4/12/2021		  76
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ANNA MARIE MELNAR			   11/17/2020		  96
34	 HOBSON		  ELIZABETH ANN ONDREJ			   3/2/2019		  67
35	 PENELOPE		  ELSIE (MRAZ) DVORAK			   3/24/2021		  77
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 MARY (TROELL) ULCAK			   10/23/2020		  80
40	 POTH			   ANNA (POLASEK) KOWALIK			  3/22/2021		  93
42	 SEALY			  PATRICIA NELL DYCUS			   2/18/2021		  73
42	 SEALY			  STEVEN EDWARD JALOWY			   2/10/2021		  67
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 DOLORES (CALLAHAN) VIKTORIN		  2/12/2021		  89
47	 INDUSTRY		  STEVEN PAUL PRZYBORSKI			  3/21/2021		  85
65	 HOLMAN		  ELIZABETH (ANDERS) KANA		  3/1/2021	            101
66	 WEIMAR		  MARJORIE (STARY) GRUNEWALD		  3/7/2021		  80
70	 KARNES CITY		 BERNICE (WAITREK) RUTKOWSKI		  3/14/2021		  86
72	 EL CAMPO		  ANNIE (PARMA) HUBENAK			   3/8/2021		  99
72	 EL CAMPO		  BETTY (NAISER) BITTLE			   12/6/2020		  81
72	 EL CAMPO		  DEBORAH (HLAVATY) STEINMANN		 2/6/2021		  63
72	 EL CAMPO		  LUCIE (DIRBA) CUNDA			   6/1/2021		  86
77	 ROSENBERG		  AGNES (BOROWICZ) DZIEDZIC		  3/19/2021		  86
77	 ROSENBERG		  LORRAINE OLSEN				    5/4/2021		  90
99	 BAYTOWN		  KATHERINE SMITH				    4/28/2021		  81
101	 VICTORIA		  BERNICE (CHLASTAK) YANTA		  9/16/2020		  77
101	 VICTORIA		  KATHLEEN (BARAK) MILLER		  4/9/2021		  76
104	 ABBOTT		  MARY (FAJKUS) MARAK			   3/25/2021		  82
104	 ABBOTT		  JANET (BAJER) BEZDEK			   5/20/2021		  61
108	 DALLAS		  TARA (ANDREASON) CLOUTMAN		  2/13/2021		  50
108	 DALLAS		  MARY (DLABAJ) ADAMCIK			   2/3/2021		  93
108	 DALLAS		  BETTY (MOORE) BROWN			   4/10/2021		  78
108	 DALLAS		  EMIL G BOLCIK				    3/9/2021		  80
111	 EDNA			   DOROTHY (ELIAS) STANCIK			  12/25/2020		  82
115	 FREEPORT		  JIMMY THOMAS SMITH			   5/21/2021		  84
116	 SAN ANTONIO	 KATHLEEN (MALONE) HRNCIR		  3/10/2021		  89
117	 WACO			   LEONA (BARTOSH) MCCULLOUGH		  4/26/2021		  90
117	 WACO			   MILDRED (PRATKA) STANISLAV		  5/16/2021		  93
125	 HOUSTON		  RENEE MARIE PERKINS			   3/1/2021		  59
135	 AUSTIN		  KATHLEEN MARIE HRNCIR			   11/1/2020		  67
135	 AUSTIN		  MARIAN (HILBIG) NELSON			   4/2/2021		  89
135	 AUSTIN		  RAYMOND CHARLES LOEHR		  4/15/2021		  89
135	 AUSTIN		  THOMAS MARTIN HILL			   11/16/2019		  67
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