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	 The most basic feature of a life insurance policy is the death benefit: the lump-sum payment your beneficia-
ries would receive if you were to die. It is the core reason to own life insurance - but not the only one. Some types 
of life insurance offer riders or other features that can play an important role in your financial strategy, such as the 
ability to accumulate cash value that grows over time.

Find the Right Insurance for You!

Term InsuranceTerm Insurance
	 Term life insurance provides protection for a specific period of time - the “term”- and is designed for tem-
porary circumstances. It makes the most sense when your need for coverage will disappear at some point, such as 
when your children graduate from college or when a debt is paid off.
	 The most common term policies provide coverage for 20 years. KJZT Family Life offers 10, 20, and 30 year 
term. In most cases, a term policy may also be converted to a permanent policy.  Typically, term insurance offers the 
greatest amount of coverage for the lowest initial premium and is a good choice for young families on a tight budget.

Permanent InsurancePermanent Insurance
	 Permanent insurance offers lifelong protection, and you can accumulate cash value on a tax-deferred basis. 
This cash account can be used for a variety of purposes, from helping you out of a tight financial spot, to providing 
funds to take advantage of an opportunity, to supplementing your retirement income. The downside? Initial premi-
ums are considerably higher than a term policy with the same face amount.
	 KJZT Family Life offers Whole Life, Single Premium Whole Life, Life Paid Up at 65, 20 Year Pay and 15 
Year Pay. Whole life is the simplest and most common option. The death benefit and rate of return on your cash value 
are guaranteed. Whole Life is long recognized as one of the most secure financial tools. 

continued on page 7...
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(USPS 585-060)August 15th - Feast of the Assumption

The Feast of the Assumption celebrates both the happy departure of Mary 
from this life by her natural death, and her assumption bodily into heaven.

MEMORARE
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that nev-
er was it known that anyone who fled to thy protec-
tion, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession 

was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly 
to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do 
I come; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O 
Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my peti-
tions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary
Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you 

praise, for all life and all holiness come from you. In 
the plan of your wisdom, she who bore the Christ 
in her womb, was raised body and soul in glory to 

be with him in heaven. May we follow her example 
in reflecting your holiness and join in her hymn of 
endless love and praise. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.

This society was placed under the protection and patronage of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The statue of Our Lady in her Glorious Assumption, the Patroness 
of KJZT since 1894, in the entrance hall of the State Office, reminds us of the spiritual 
ideals of our organization. - A Brief History of the KJZT

Dearest Mother, when you died God raised your holy body and soul into heaven. Inter-
cede for us that we may preserve in doing His will in our lives, as you have done while 
you were here on earth. Heal our tired body, wearied mind and restless spirit that we may 
always rest in your motherly care. Mary, holy advocate, hear our prayers (mention your 
intention) and cover us with your healing love. In honor of your glorious Assumption, I 
pray one Our Father, three Hail Marys and one Glory be. Amen.
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

Don’t Forget the Soul Care
	In these turbulent times, we exert a lot of effort in remaining safe and healthy, including wearing masks, regularly washing our 
hands and practicing social distancing.  In trying to keep our emotions in balance, we are also doing our best not to overly stress 
about financial issues caused by the current pandemic, the social unrest gripping our nation, and the sheer feelings of unsettled-
ness due to so much uncertainty. 
		 Our physical well-being can suffer a diminishment in the quality of life when we do not take care of our physical bodies.  
Without proper maintenance, in terms of a healthy diet and regular exercise, our bodies will not serve the many demands that 
are constantly placed upon us.  The same is true for our emotional and psychological well-being.  When we fill our minds with 
negative self-talk and critical comments, negative emotions surface, which will drain us of needed energy.  As a result, our sense 
of peace diminishes and our ability to positively relate to family members, coworkers and friends is negatively impacted. While 
taking care of ourselves physically and emotionally, we cannot ignore our need for soul care. 
		 The soul, often times used interchangeably in the Bible with spirit, refers to the nonphysical part of who we are as hu-

man beings.  The soul is that part of us which lives beyond our physical time on earth.  It is immortal and directly connects us with the Living God who created 
us to be one with him forever.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines soul as “the spiritual principle of human beings.  The soul is the subject of human 
consciousness and freedom; soul and body together form one unique nature.  Each human soul is individual and immortal, immediately created by God.  The soul 
does not die with the body, from which it is separated by death, and with which it will be reunited in the final resurrection”. Therefore, care for our soul is as equally 
important as is maintaining a healthy physical, emotional and psychological balance. 
	 Soul care can include daily prayer, regular reception of the Sacraments of the Eucharist and Reconciliation, frequent meditation time, Scriptural and 
spiritual reading, practicing silence, seeking repentance and offering forgiveness, personal reflection time, healing of wounds, release from unhealthy and sinful 
behaviors and habits, acceptance of God’s creative love within us and an array of other ways to nourish our soul.  Without proper soul care, we begin to experience 
less joy, less inner peace and a disconnect with God.  What was once life-giving becomes life-draining and we might find ourselves merely going through motions 
of life and merely existing, without the spark and energy to enjoy and even appreciate the blessings of God. 
	 Job certainly experienced a disconnect from life and from God.  After the agony of losing everyone and everything he cherished, Job did a lot of soul-
searching.  He would eventually cry out:  “I will give myself up to complaint; I will speak from the bitterness of my soul.  I will say to God:  Do not put me in the 
wrong!  Let me know why you oppose me” (Job 10:1-2).  When the uncertainties of life become overwhelming, we can find ourselves speaking the same words as 
Job—why is all of this happening?  These are the times when we are called to recognize how much we need God and how important it is for us to connect with the 
Giver of all life.  Receiving the sacraments, seeking healing with others, praying and going out of our self-centered mindset and seeking to help others is the kind 
of soul work that brings us balance and restores joy to our lives, especially when we feel we are without direction and perhaps even without hope. 
	 The Lord wants to refresh our souls, so that we can bring his joy to others.  Numerous psalms speak of this truth and the desire God has for us to find peace, 
rest and joy in him:  “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul” 
(Psalm 23: 1-3) and “Only in God is my soul at rest; from him comes my salvation, my stronghold; I shall not be disturbed at all” (Psalm 62:1-3).  John, in writing 
to the early Christian community, greets the leader of one of those churches and says, “Beloved, I hope you are prospering in every respect and are in good health, 
just as your soul is prospering” (3 John 2).  A “prospering soul” requires attention and care, just as much as do our bodies, hearts and minds.  Saint Augustine is 
once purported to have said:  “Take care of your body, as if you were going to live forever; and take care of your soul, as if you were going to die tomorrow.” 
	 Job would eventually accept God’s will and fully surrender to the Lord.  In doing so, he would experience a way of life he had not previously known: 
“Then Job answered the Lord and said:  I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be hindered.  I have dealt with great things that I do 
not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I cannot know.  I had heard of you by word of mouth, but now my eye has seen you.  Therefore, I disown what 
I have said, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42: 1-6).  In turn, God would double everything that was taken from Job, for God is always faithful:  “…the Lord 
restored the prosperity of Job…the Lord even gave to Job twice as much as he had before…Thus the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his earlier ones…
Then Job died, old and full of years” (Job 42: 10, 12, 17).
	 We often hear people say to us, during these past several months:  “Stay safe.  Remain healthy.”  We can add, as followers of Jesus, “Take care of your 
soul, as well!”  Yes, this is a stressful and challenging time.  When this pandemic ends, and we have done our best to take care of ourselves physically, emotionally, 
psychologically and spiritually, perhaps the words of Scripture will clearly resonate within us:  “Return, O my soul, to your tranquility, for the Lord has been good 
to you.  For he has freed my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.  I shall walk before the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalm 116:7-9).  
Be safe, remain healthy and don’t forget to take care of your soul!

In Christ, Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain

July/August 2020
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The duty of a Delegate shall be to officially represent the Society in a General Convention.
•  The term of office of Delegate or Alternate shall begin from her presentation of her credentials in the Regular General Convention and extend after the Regular   
   General Convention until the next Regular General Convention;
•  Officers of the Society or Members who attend Society meetings regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elected as Delegates or Alternates;  
   however, no State Director or State Officer shall be elected a Delegate or Alternate.
•  The President of the Society shall officially notify a duly elected Alternate to assume the position of Delegate to a Convention of the Fraternal in accordance  
   with the Bylaws of the Fraternal.
•  Delegates shall serve on Convention committees to which they are appointed and shall participate in workshops held at the Convention;
•  Delegates shall present, explain, and defend all motions offered by their Society to the General Convention and in general shall act according to the decision   
   of their Society. However, they shall consider the official explanation and discussion during the sessions of the Convention and act according to their best  
   knowledge and conscience;
•  Delegates must be present at all sessions, unless officially excused by the Chair of the Convention, to be eligible for expense payment;
•  Delegates shall have the duty to make a report to their Societies in the meeting after the Convention. This report shall include decisions and amendments 
   to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Fraternal.

The Delegate Election deadline is February 28, 2021. The deadline to have Delegate Credentials and Biographical Data to the State Office is March 15, 2021.

XXXVI Regular General 
Convention

July 23 - 25, 2021

Delegate Duty
Constitution & Bylaws - Article VIII; Section 13

As a Delegate, you have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position, 
please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email to info@kjzt.org.

•  Balloting Committee
•  Constitution & Bylaws Committee
•  Convention Minutes Approval Committee
•  Credential & Mileage Committee
•  Fraternal Committee

•  Gifts Committee
•  Good of the Order Committee
•  Hospitality Committee
•  Insurance & Salaries Committee
•  Nominating Committee

KJZT Family Life Journal July/August 2020



Do you have 
what it takes to be 
a State Director for 
KJZT Family Life?

You could earn an annual 
income of $22,703.
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Here’s a part of what it takes:
•  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVI 
Regular General Convention.
	 o Officers of the Society or Members 		
	 who attend society meetings regularly 		
	 and are eligible according to the Bylaws 	
	 shall be elected as Delegate or Alternates.
•  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life 
for a minimum of five years.

Arlene Cloyd’s roots run deep within KJZT Family 
Life. She not only is a lifetime member of Society 
42 in Sealy, but her great grandmother, Anna Stastny 
was a charter member of Society 10 in Fayetteville.
  Arlene has never known life without KJZT. She 
spent time as a child helping her mother, Bernice 
Lamp, with local meetings and programs and her 
loyalty to this fraternal still shows today.
  She not only is a member but has served as Junior 
Director in Sealy and is currently serving as presi-
dent. Her passion for this organization steered her 
to run for State Director for District III and VIII in 
2001 and with her family by her side, she has proudly 
served as State Director for the past 19 years. Arlene 
has loved serving her societies and soaking in the 
rich Czech history as she represented the Fraternal 
as president of the Texans of Czech Ancestry Board. 
She also is very proud of the KJZT Juniors and her 
enthusiasm is always contagious when she gets to 
assist in the crowning of the royal court or represent 
KJZT at scholarship programs. Whether it be mem-
ber calling her on the phone to announce the birth of 
a new grandbaby or helping plan district meetings, 
she has always been there for her membership and 
will always be proud to have served such a wonder-
ful organization.

Sally Long is a member of KJZT Society No. 16 
Ennis and has been a KJZT member her entire life. 
She was active for 26 years through the local youth 
group with her children. She was appointed State 
Director in 2015 and served Districts VII and X.

Jean Ribar joined KJZT in 1972. As a member of 
Society No. 21 Marak, Mrs. Ribar served as presi-
dent and secretary.
  From 1980 to 1986, she served as State Director, 
then in 1986 she became the State Vice-President. In 
1987, Mrs. Ribar became State President and served 
for the next five years.
  In 1993, Mrs. Ribar returned to the position of State 
Director of Districts XI and XII.

Outgoing State Directors

Board of Directors - 
According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The 
Board of Directors shall have the following respon-
sibilities and duties:
•  Attend the Regular General Convention of the    
   Fraternal, Special General Convention, Board of  
   Directors Meetings and District Socials in their as-   
   signed districts.
•  Comply collectively and individually with all the 	
    laws of the State of Texas.
•  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Frat-	
   ernal’s Constitution and Bylaws and Rules and 
   Regulations.
• Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability   
  and security of the Fraternal.
• Have discussion and voting rights in all matters   
  concerning the business of the Fraternal.

More details regarding requirements and responsibilities on page 6. 
If you are interested in applying for a State Director position, please call the State Office 

at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email to info@kjzt.org.
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KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 
$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 1.05% $50,000 + 1.00% 

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate, Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% 
 

 

KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 

$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 

$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 

Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 

$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 1.05% $50,000 + 1.00% 

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate, Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% 
 

Do you have what it takes
to be a State Director for KJZT Family Life?

...continued from page 5

State Directors -
In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated under the Board of Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties and responsibilities:

•  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carrying out 
   the Fraternal Program.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/or need arises.
•  Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, investments and fraternalism.
•  Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spiritually 
   and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors -
•  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, ability to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
•  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC) designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its 
   status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and applications.
•  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
•  Must be able to be bonded.

Join us for our XXXVI Regular General Convention as we “Renew our Fraternal Commitment”.

In 2021, we will be changing our regular format to include inspirational speakers and round 
table discussions. We can’t wait to see all the Delegates from across the State!
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Features Unique to Permanent InsuranceFeatures Unique to Permanent Insurance
Living Benefits – Access to Cash – A policy’s cash value can be surrendered, in 
total, for cash that can be put toward important uses like a child’s education, a 
business opportunity or supplemental retirement income.  Also, you can borrow 
from your insurer to use the cash value as collateral. The loan is not dependent 
on credit checks or other restrictions like loans from most financial institutions. 
Keep in mind that borrowing or withdrawing funds from your policy will reduce 
its cash value and benefit if not paid.

Flexibility – If you need to stop paying premiums, the cash value can keep your 
insurance protection in force for a period of time or KJZT Family Life offers a 
Reduced Paid Up option. This option would allow you to give up your existing 
coverage and instead receive a guaranteed death benefit that needs no additional 
payment of premiums.

Tax Advantages – Cash value accumulates on a tax-deferred basis, similar to 
assets in most retirement and college savings plans. Death benefits paid to the 
beneficiary are not subject to federal income tax.

Guaranteed Coverage – As long as you do not allow your policy to lapse, you 
will have the coverage for life and will not need to worry about being unable to 
afford coverage if your health deteriorates. 

Find the coverage that fits your needs. Call us at 1.888.253.2338 
or visit our website at www.kjzt.org TODAY!

Contributions to this article by: Life Happens

“Find the Right Insurance for You!”, continued from page 1... Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas 
Establishes Endowment Fund

The Board of Directors of the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas in its first 
quarterly meeting of 2020 established the Saints Cyril and Methodius Endow-
ment Fund to receive all donations made to the Czech Catholic Foundation of 
Texas (CCFT).   

Only earnings from this permanent endowment fund will be used to support the 
goals adopted by the CCFT. Of course, the rapidity and the degree of imple-
mentation of these goals are dependent upon the growth of the endowment and 
its earnings.  

The Mission Statement of The Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas is, “To 
document, study, preserve, celebrate and perpetuate all elements of the Czech 
Catholic faith transplanted to Texas by immigrants from the Czech lands; and to 
strengthen ties with Czech Catholics of the ancestral homeland evangelized by 
Saints Cyril and Methodius.”

Your gifts or donations to the Saints Cyril and Methodius Endowment Fund will 
continue to generate earnings to perpetuate an awareness of the rich legacy left 
in Texas by Czech Catholic immigrants and their succeeding generations for 
present and future generations to celebrate.

Honor your Czech Catholic predecessors by joining Andělské kůry (Choirs 
of Angels)! Donation levels range from Archandělé (Archangels) to Serafíni  
(Sarafim). Sustaining Annual Memberships are $35 for an individual, $50 for a 
family, and $150 for organizations. 

All donations to the endowment or for membership should be made payable to 
the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas.

The CCFT is a non-profit corporation operating under Section 501(c)(3) as a 
private foundation under the U.S. IRS Code. All gifts and donations are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS Code. 

Send donations or membership fees to: 

Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) 
c/o Dr. Joseph L. Peters PhD, Treasurer
619 Dorothy Street
El Campo, TX 77437-2708

Tel. (512) 332-6179; Email: joe.peters@reagan.com

For more information and a membership form, 
visit czechcatholicfoundation.org.

CESAT Announces Czech Classes at Blinn College
 
  The Czech Ex-Students Association of Texas is pleased to announce the fall 
schedule of Czech classes at Blinn College at the Schulenburg Campus which 
will be online. Dual credit and university credit Czech (CZEC 1471) will begin 
August 24, 2020 and go to December 8, 2020. These classes will be online from 
7:45 AM to 8:45 AM. To register for these classes, call Shannon Williford at 
979-209-8228 or email: shannon.williford@blinn.edu. Scholarships are avail-
able for CZEC 1471.
 
Continuing education classes:
Beginning Czech - August 24 to December 8
Intermediate Czech - September 17 to November 12
Advanced Czech - September 15 to November 10

To register for non-credit continuing education classes, 
call Loraine Orellana at 979-743-5237 or email: lorellana@blinn.edu
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Although our nation may seem to be at a 
standstill due to the pandemic, we in the 
KJZT Family Life Sales Department con-
tinue to move forward. We had to pivot this 
year’s plans and determine how to create a 
sales experience our Fraternal has offered for 
over 125 years. At this time, we are not able 
to personally meet with our current or poten-
tial new members, but we have improved our 
approach and have adjusted to meeting vir-
tually to conduct business. The Sales Team 
continues to meet virtually to stay abreast of 
the updates and communications from the 

State Office. Our agents transitioned in a marvelous way on how to stay pro-
ductive writing life insurance during this uncertain time. The team of dedicated 
agents continue to increase membership and annualized premium income.
  We continue to reach out to our members from the State Office, updating our 
records and giving the members the opportunity to meet one of our professional 
agents. Over 1,372 members were contacted, and 125 members contact infor-
mation was updated last quarter. We continue to work on this project to ensure 
members are reached.
  We also continue to share the latest Fraternal benefits of the Charitable Benefit 
Rider and Impaired Risk Rider as well as the disclosures related to the Terminal 
Illness Rider and the Critical Illness Rider. As agents, we at KJZT Family Life 
pride ourselves in being prompt, accurate and completely dedicated to meeting 
the expectations of our members and potential members.
  SEPTEMBER IS LIFE INSURANCE AWARENESS MONTH, but we feel 
the time is now to share the importance of protecting loved ones. It is the uncer-
tainty of this pandemic that should guide every individual to evaluate their life 
insurance needs. Reality check: the time for life insurance is now. Insure lives 
today, to protect your family tomorrow. 

Sales Highlights

Doris lives in Edna, Texas and has been an agent 
for KJZT Family Life for over 12 years. Doris and 
her husband, Albert Andel, have three children, 11 
grandchildren, and 17 great-grandchildren. She is 
a member of St. Agnes Catholic Church, Catholic 
Daughters, Beta Sigma Phi, American Legion Aux-
iliary, and TRTA. She has also taught in the CCD 

program. Doris has been a member of KJZT for 64 years and a member of St. 
Agnes Society No. 111 Edna, where she has served as President for the last 16+ 
years. Doris’ favorite memory of KJZT is having the opportunity to meet others, 
work with State and Local members, and increase membership. Doris and her 
family enjoy KJZT Family Life because they work together for the honor and 
glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Her hobbies include cooking, baking, reading, 
working in the yard, and most importantly spending time with her family.

Featured Agent: Doris Andel

By Deborah Kaspar,
Sales and Events Manager

It is with a very heavy heart, we report the passing of 
our Houston Agent Mr. Joel Pyles. 
 Joel K. Pyles was an agent for KJZT Family Life for 
9 years. Joel was a loving husband to his wife, Mary, 
for 43 years. He was an outstanding person who loved 
God and people. Joel entered the insurance field over 
43 years ago because he cared for the well-being of 
others. He wanted all to have an opportunity to be 
able to live life without worrying about what was to 

come. His life and legacy will be remembered forever by the lives he touched! 
Fly High Joel, you will be greatly missed.

Contact the Sales Department at 1-888-253-2338 for your 
Insurance Review during the month of September and you 

will be entered into a drawing for a $100 gift card!

  The Insurance Review is a scheduled appointment/review 
with a qualified agent to review your current insurance in 

force, final expense needs and the Fraternal benefits of KJZT 
Family Life. All reviews will be tracked by the Sales Depart-

ment and the drawing will be held on October 2, 2020. 

September is Life Insurance Awareness 
Month, but the time is NOW to review! 

Saying Goodbye

Remain in me, as I remain in you. (John 15:4)

Congratulations to our Top Agent Production Leaders!Congratulations to our Top Agent Production Leaders!

New Member Leader: Doris Andel
Annualized Premium Leader: John McDermott

July

Protecting Families. 
Nurturing Communities.

1.888.253.2338 www.kjzt.org
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Do your part to keep fellow Texans safe!
Stay at home. Stop the spread. Save lives.

Practice social distancing. 
If you must go out, avoid public spaces and keep your dis-
tance.

Keep hands clean.
Use soap and water for 20 seconds or use 60% alcohol hand 
sanitizer.

Clean and disinfect.
Disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces often.

Stay home when sick.
Call your doctor if you have a fever, cough, or shortness of 
breath. Symptoms may appear any time between 2-14 days 
after exposure.

Don’t spread germs.
Don’t touch your eyes, nose, or mouth. Cover a cough or 
sneeze using your elbow.

By staying apart now, 
we can all be together again faster!

Credit: texas.gov/covid19

  The medical attention paid to the coronavirus 
pandemic has been unprecedented compared to 
any other medical issue in memory. Since its ori-
gin in the United States this year it has dominated 
the news, changed the way we carry out business, 
and even interfered with how the medical field de-
livers medical care. With many months now be-
hind us, businesses and especially medical clinics 
and hospitals are adapting well to the challenges 

of providing care in a safe and effective manner.
  Many medical clinics were closed or had limited hours due to the ease of 
spread of this viral illness. There have been many adaptations to allow care to be 
delivered in a safe and effective manner. This means that those medical visits or 
procedures put off during the early months can now be safely undertaken so that 
appropriate attention can be given to needed medical care. With the cooperation 
of the insurance industry, physicians can more easily exercise medical visits 
over the telephone or via video. This can be more convenient for both patients 
and medical providers.
  With adaptations to prevent more spread of the illness, the general public can 
now feel comfortable taking care of needed medical procedures and visits that 
have previously been put off. This includes routine wellness medical visits, mi-
nor surgeries, attention to chronic medical problems like diabetes and hyperten-
sion. Routinely recommended procedures like colonoscopies can now be safely 
undertaken. Hospitals and doctors are now well-prepared to deliver these ser-
vices with the precautions of preventing the spread of COVID-19.
  So I think now is a good time to reassess what medical services one may need 
to “stay on schedule” regarding chronic medical problems, screening, and rou-
tine wellness visits to stay healthy. There are a lot of other medical concerns that 
will continue to need attention even in the midst of a viral pandemic. Attention 
to these may be as important or more so than catching COVID-19 in any indi-
vidual’s health situation.
  Progress on a coronavirus vaccine continues to show promising results and 
hopefully we can benefit from a vaccine later this year or early next year. Doc-
tors are also identifying and delivering better treatment to those most seriously 
ill in our hospitals. We all must remember “everything else” in regard to good 
overall health and not let the coronavirus pandemic distract from other medical 
issues needing attention.

Everything Else
By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

A Prayer to End COVID-19 
By Father Gary Janak, KJZT State Chaplain

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Healer, we join with all our brothers and sisters 
in KJZT Family Life in asking You to end the pandemic we are experiencing. 
Please guard and protect us from the coronavirus. For all who have died from 
it, have mercy on their souls; for those infected, bring healing. Enlighten those 
searching for ways to treat it and for a vaccine to protect us from it. Lord, pro-
tect, strengthen, and shield our medical professionals and all caregivers. Help 
us to do our part to be patient and cooperative, so that the coronavirus can be 
eradicated from our communities and throughout the world. When afraid, grant 
us peace; when in doubt, deepen our faith. May your Divine Mercy be with us. 
May we, as members of KJZT Family Life, be effective witnesses to our faith 
and daily surrender to your Divine Love. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. Amen. 

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.
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Society Spotlight: 
Acts of Kindness During Covid

	 While the entire world has been hit with a pandemic, and we all find ourselves adapting to new routines and habits, there is one thing that has not changed: 
the perseverance and compassion of KJZT Family Life members. Since KJZT Family Life custom prayer cards with “A Prayer to End COVID-19” have been avail-
able, the State Office has received requests from 18 Societies for amounts of cards from 50 to the hundreds! Societies found themselves without spring picnics and 
fall festivals where they help raise money for their parishes. In lieu of those events, the Fraternal had Societies completing projects they have never done before! 
Some held no-bake bake sales for the very first time in their area with great success! And instead of visiting nursing homes, and holding birthday parties, Society 
members donated the supplies that would be needed for those social events. KJZT Family Life is so proud to have members that won’t let anything get in their way 
of making important contributions to their communities.
	 Society and Junior members of No. 16 Ennis completed a thoughtful project at their parish this summer. In mind with COVID-19 safety restrictions, holy 
water fountains and basins are not allowed inside parishes. Seeing an opportunity to help, on Saturday, July 18th, members got together to fill water bottles and 
then took them to Fr. John Dick to bless them before the Mass on July 25th. At the weekend Masses on July 25th-26th, members distributed about 200 small bottles 
of Holy Water as well as the palms from Palm Sunday to those attending Mass at St. John Nepomucene church. The Holy Water ran out before the last Mass and 
members of the parish were very appreciative. The society is considering another distribution date as well as delivering some to the homebound. 
	 The Junior members of No. 16 Ennis were not done yet, though! With the leadership of Junior Director Joan Johnson, they took on the task of sending 
colored pictures and well-wishes to members of the Ennis Society aged 75 and older. A small committee compiled packets for the families that participated. Each 
packet contained 10 stamped and addressed envelopes, 10 pictures to color, 10 COVID-19 prayer cards from the State Office, a set of crayons, and a set of mark-
ers. The packets were delivered to junior members and each family colored the pictures, prayed for the recipient and mailed the letters by the end of July. A total 
of 238 letters were mailed.
	 Junior members of Society No. 101 Victoria held another great COVID-19 project this year. Led by VP/Financial Controller and Junior Director Carrie 
Janecek, the Juniors assembled and delivered 12 care packages filled with toiletries and treats for the women currently living at Perpetual Help Home in Victoria. 
Perpetual Help Home was unable to host their annual fundraiser in April due to COVID-19, so the Juniors decided to offer some support. Perpetual Help Home is 
a Christian-based housing program that helps women in hardship circumstances.
	 We have seen so many examples of love shared with others this year and we are sure there are more to come. These members are an inspiration to us all. 
We hope YOU can also find a way to contribute to the kindness, hope, and faith that humanity is in need of right now.

Contributions to this article provided by Lorane Marusak, Joan Johnson, and Carrie Janecek.



  Camp Guardian Angel was missed by many this 
year, especially me. At least with having the Ju-
nior Division Raffle, I had the chance to get a 
little taste of camp by folding and preparing the 
tickets for the drawing. Thank you to everyone 
who went out of their way to sell tickets this 
year to help make the raffle a success, even dur-
ing these uncertain times. The raffle winners are 
listed at right.

  Hopefully, next year we will be able to hold camp again and have it scheduled 
for the same time we had before. I will keep you posted with information as we 
get closer.

  Keep staying in touch with your KJZT Family Life family by sending in photos 
and stories that highlight your members for publishing in the KJZT Life Family 
Life Journal. Thank you to all of you who are trying to hold meetings virtually 
and working in other ways to keep the Juniors working together so that they can 
earn points, stay active during this pandemic, and giving them a sense of com-
munity that is much needed at this time.

  The Point and Merits Awards for those who were active during the 2019 year 
will be mailed to the Junior Director of each active Society as soon as possible.

  I wish everyone well as you head back to school. I’m sure it will be another 
adjustment we will have to learn to get through but hang in there and just do 
your best.
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Junior Division Raffle Winners
Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to everyone who 

helped out the Juniors by purchasing a ticket!

1.	 $500 Visa Gift Card donated by State Officers & Directors
		  Robert M. Bernardin, Society No. 99 Baytown
2.	 $100 Visa Gift Card donated by State Officers & Directors	
		  Alan Brothers Family, Society No. 4 Praha
3.	 $100 HEB Gift Card donated by Society No. 18 Granger	
		  Evelyn Thuemler, Society No. 66 Weimar
4.	 $100 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 118 Taft	
		  Eugene Pavlicek, Society No. 85 Damon
5.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 21 Marak	
		  KJZT Society No. 21 Marak
6.	 Painted Picture donated by Society No. 85 Damon	
		  Alice Michalke, Society No. 66 Weimar
7.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 5	 Shiner
		  Joyce Kurtz, Society No. 12 Sweet Home
8.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 126 Palacios	
		  Alan Brothers Family, Society No. 4 Praha
9.	 $50 Visa Gift Card donated by Society No. 69 Smithville	
		  Molly Gerik, Society No. 104 Abbott
10.	 $50 Visa Gift Card donated by Society No. 115 Freeport	
		  RVOS # 111
11.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 11 West	  
		  Bernice Vrazel, Society No. 21 Marak
12.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 14 Moulton	
		  William Hicks, Society No. 100 Bay City
13.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 101 Victoria	
		  Barnie Aparicio, Society No. 126 Palacios
14.	 $50 HEB Gift Card donated by Society No. 49 Needville	
		  Patsy Gaines, Society No. 21 Marak
15.	 $50 Visa Gift Card donated by Anne Wick, State Coordinator 
	 of Junior Activities
		  Jane Hellinger, Society No. 93 Austin	
16.	 Home Canned-Goods Basket donated by Society No. 85 Damon
		  Alan Brothers Family, Society No. 4 Praha
17.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 16 Ennis
		  Robert M. Bernardin, Society No. 99 Baytown
18.	 $50 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 22 Wallis
		  Gretchen Jetton, Society No. 85 Damon
19.	 $30 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 4 Praha
		  Traci Pustejovsky, Society No. 104 Abbott
20.	 $25 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 12 Sweet Home
		  Eileen Medwedeff, Society No. 85 Damon

21.	 $25 HEB Gift Card donated by Society No. 23 Hostyn
		  Denise Janak, Society No. 89 Sinton
22.	 $25 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 104 Abbott
		  Ann Hinojosa, Society No. 4 Praha
23.	 $25 Walmart Gift Card donated by Society No. 147 Richwood
		  Alfred & Bernice Vrazel, Society No. 21 Marak
24.	 $25 Kroger Gift Card donated by Society No. 124 Texas City
		  Angie Castanon, Society No. 126 Palacios
25.	 “Sharing our Best” Cookbook donated by the State Office
		  Louise Jurena, Society No. 12 Sweet Home

With God, 
all things are possible



24 Ammannsville
Fish & Loaves Ministry

This ministry provides shut-ins with a hot cooked 
meal in Columbus, Weimar, Glidden and sur-
rounding areas. Pictured (L to R) are Society 
Treasurer Nancy Srubar and Marian Davis rep-
resenting the Ministry.

16 Ennis
Ennis Czech Music Festival

This festival is a non-profit that seeks to promote 
and preserve our Czech music and heritage. 
Pictured (L to R) are Society Vice-President Sa-
vannah Gilburt and Sandra Mikula representing 
the festival.

21 Marak
Place of Hope Pregnancy Center

The Place of Hope Pregnancy Center is a 
dynamic center for informing those with an 
unplanned pregnancy of options and help avail-
able to them. Pictured (L to R) are Judy Vaculin, 
Debbie Vansa, Patsy Gaines with the Place of 
Hope, Lindsey Vaculin and Bernice Vrazel.
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43 Ganado
Matthew 25 Ministry

Pictured (L to R) are Frances Vesely, Father 
Kirby Hlavaty, Georgie Kruse, and President 
Cecilia French.

49 Needville
Senior Citizen Site

This program prepares meals every day and de-
livers them to the homebound. 

Pictured are members preparing meals and 
making deliveries.

65 Holman
American Cancer Society

Pictured (L to R) are Paisley Guentert, Linda Be-
setzny, Dawson Guentert, Sheila Brossman rep-
resenting American Cancer Society and Society 
Secretary Ann Marie Dobecka.

Fraternal 100 Project - Giving BackFraternal 100 Project - Giving Back
  Every year, KJZT Societies diligently serve their parishes 
and communities. Through work projects and fundraisers 
in 2019, local Societies of KJZT Family Life raised and 
donated $314,000 and completed 53,000 volunteer hours!    
  Societies active in the Fraternal Program can earn a status 
each year and with that, are awarded $100 to donate to the 
charity of their choice. This year, we celebrate the achieve-
ments of 53 Platinum Status Societies, 11 Diamond Status 
Societies, and one Rhinestone Status Society. Congratulations 
to everyone!

In 2019, we volunteered 

53,000 hours

6 Bryan
St. Anthony Catholic Church - 
Adult Religious Education Program

3 St. Mary’s
Lavaca Assistance Ministry Body

11 West
St. Mary’s Catholic School - 
Religious Programs

31 La Grange
AMEN Food Pantry

72 El Campo
Local Library -
Summer Reading Program

44 Moravia
Peter’s Place

2 Hallettsville
Friench Simpson Memorial Library

48 Cameron
Buckholts and Cameron 
Volunteer Fire Departments

53 Wied
Lavaca Assistance Ministry Body

15 Corn Hill
Christian Mothers

124 Texas City
Nurse at Fatima School for Supplies

89 Sinton
Sacred Heart Food Pantry

144 Belton
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital

In 2019, we raised and donated 

$314,000



5 Shiner and 53 Wied
Mayor Fred Hilscher

Pictured (L to R) are Nancy Hodges of 5 Shiner, 
Mayor Hilscher of Shiner, and Monica Peters of 
53 Wied.

69 Smithville
Mayor Scott Saunders

Pictured (L to R) are Tracey Zetka, Kathie Gail 
Courtemanche, Katherine Karisch, Mayor 
Saunders of Smithville, Carmen Hoskins, and 
Betty Blaha.

48 Cameron
Mayor Bill Harris

Pictured (L to R) are Eva Mikulec, Bettie Pagach, 
Beverly Angell, Mayor Harris of Cameron, Ann 
Krenek, and Mary Ann Seaton.
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1 Yoakum, 12 Sweet Home, 
and 37 Hochheim
Mayor Annie Rodriguez

Pictured (L to R in front) are Virgie Ferrell, Mayor 
Rodriguez of Yoakum, and Ruby Wigginton. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are Judy Balzer, Mary 
Ann Matusek, Gladys Hermes, and Rose Mary 
Havlík.

31 La Grange
Mayor Janet Moerbe

Pictured (L to R) are Barbara Eilert, Mayor 
Moerbe of La Grange, and Elizabeth Kallus.

24 Ammannsville
County Commissioner Tom Muras

Pictured (L to R) are Betty Stolarski, Sharon 
Kana, County Commissioner Muras, Megan 
Bartos, Nancy Srubar, and Gloria Miksch.

Observing Flag DayObserving Flag Day
On June 14, 2020, American citizens around the country celebrated 
National Flag Day. Every year, active Societies are encouraged to recog-
nize and celebrate this day. Flag Day Proclamations are sent to Societies 
across Texas. Local Society officers and members gather with an elected 
official from their area to proclaim June 14th as Flag Day in their com-
munity and tell them more about KJZT Family Life.

21 Marak
Mayor Bill Harris

Pictured (L to R) are Debbie Vansa, Patsy 
Gaines, Judy Vaculin, Mayor Harris of Cameron, 
Mary Frances Vansa, Bernice Vrazel and Lind-
sey Vaculin.

4 Praha
County Commissioner
Harvey Berckenhoff

Pictured seated is Fayette County Commissioner 
Berckenhoff. Pictured (L to R standing in back) 
are Patricia Masek, Georgia Cerny, and Nancy 
Jasek.

20 Cistern
County Commissioner
Harvey Berckenhoff

Pictured seated is Fayette County Commissioner 
Berckenhoff. Pictured standing is Society 
President Betty Danner.

83 Flatonia
County Commissioner
Harvey Berckenhoff

Pictured seated is Fayette County Commissioner 
Berckenhoff. Pictured (L to R standing in back) 
are Jeanette Zouzalik, Ann Bratton, and Evelyn 
Miller.

30 East Bernard
Mayor Marvin Ray Holub

Pictured (L to R) are Society President Angeline 
Grigar and Mayor Holub of East Bernard.

124 Texas City
Mayor Matthew Doyle 
and Mayor Pro Tem Phil Roberts

Pictured in back are Elizabeth Blackburn, Hattie 
Houdek, Emilie Sefcik, and Mayor Pro Tem Rob-
erts. Pictured seated is Mayor Doyle of Texas 
City.

National Flag Day honors the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as our 
national symbol by Congress on June 14, 1777. A teacher from Wisconsin 
celebrated the first Flag Day in 1885 by placing a small flag on his desk, 
eventually leading to a Flag Day for everyone to celebrate. KJZT Family Life 
thanks all elected officials that were able to participate this year.



125 Houston
Mayor Tom Reid

Pictured (L to R) are Evelyn Maresh, Mayor Reid 
of Pearland, Mary Patek, and Carol Zann.

49 Needville
Mayor Andrew Bohac

Pictured (L to R) are Olga Anders, Mayor Bohac 
of Needville, and Shirley Kaminski.

65 Holman
County Judge Joseph F. Weber

Pictured (L to R sitting) are Dawsyn Guentert 
and Paisley Guentert. Pictured (L to R stand-
ing) are Rachel Guentert, Janie Neiser, Fayette 
County Judge Weber, Linda Besetzny, and Ann 
Marie Dobecka.

41 Ellinger
Mayor Carl Marino

Pictured is Mayor Marino with members of KJZT.
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104 Abbott Juniors
Mayor Anthony Pustejovsky

Pictured (L to R) are Will Gerik, Ally Hanaway, 
Katie Hanaway, Mayor Pustejovsky of Abbott, 
Lauren Gerik and Kyle Gerik.

Pictured (L to R) are Ally Hanaway, Will Gerik, 
Lauren Gerik, Katie Hanaway and Kyle Gerik.

21 Marak Juniors
Mayor Bill Harris

On June 1st, the Juniors participated in a flag 
day ceremony at the Cameron Yards. Pictured 
(L to R in front) are Ian Brunson, Callen Vaculin, 
and Lily Brunson. Pictured (L to R in back) are 
Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Addison Dach, 
Mayor Harris of Cameron, Chase Hubnik, and 
Assistant Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin.

10 Fayetteville 
Mayor Carl Marino

Pictured is Mayor Marino with members of KJZT.

Observing Flag DayObserving Flag Day

Annie Mae (Tschiedel) Janish, 102, of Fayetteville, 
Texas passed away on Sunday, May 24, 2020. An-
nie was born in Fayette County, Texas on February 
26, 1918, the daughter of George and Lena (Cook) 
Tschiedel. She married her 1st husband, Jerry Rek and 
after he passed away she married Albert Janish on Oc-
tober 13, 1969 at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Fayetteville, Texas. 
  She was a member of KJZT Society No. 10 Fay-
etteville. Annie was an avid member of St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Church, as well as a member of the Altar Society and the De-
votional Rosary Group. She enjoyed sewing, arranging flowers for the church 
altar, and spending time with her family and friends.
  She is survived by three nephews: Rodney Foerster and wife, Cindy, of Bren-
ham, TX; Glenn Kubena and wife, Mary; Gary Foerster and wife, Eileen, all of 
Houston, TX; special friend, Janice Kasmiersky; and numerous grand-nieces 
and nephews and great-grand nieces and nephews. 
  She was preceded in death by her parents; 1st husband, Jerry Rek; 2nd hus-
band, Albert Janish; two sisters: Ivy Kubena and her husband, Edwin; Georgie 
Foerster and her husband Gustav Foerster, Jr.; brother, Raymond Tschiedel; 
nephew, Edwin Kubena and niece, Terri (Foerster) Rodgers.
  Pallbearers were Ted Heinsolm, Gary Foerster, Tyler Kubena, Cullen Rodgers, 
Mark Kubena, and Bradley Girndt.
  The family would also like to express their gratitude to her faithful caregivers: 
TruCare Living Center of Columbus, Amedisys Hospice, and Holistic Care.
  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St. John the Baptist 
Altar Society, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, PO Box 57, Fayetteville, 
TX 78940 or Fayetteville Volunteer Fire Dept., PO Box 65, Fayetteville, TX 
78940.
  Every year, KJZT Family Life looked forward to publishing a photo of Annie 
Mae on her milestone birthdays. We offer our sincere condolences to the Janish 
family and friends. Thank you for sharing the beautiful pictures of Annie Mae 
with us all.

Annie Mae (Tschiedel) Janish
February 26, 1918 - May 24, 2020

20 Cistern
The Society provided new flags to Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius parish. Rev. Eddie Winkler blessed the 
flags held by Beverly Vinklarek. Pat Lyons and 
Charles Vinklarek raised the flags to the Spirit-
filled skies over Cistern. Those who congregated 
for the event recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
This ceremony is normally held near Flag Day, 
but was delayed. It was decided to move forward 
with replacing the old flags on August 2nd with-
out holding the usual hot dog and ice cream social.



  Closing prayers were led by Betty Blaha and Gena 
Dawson.
  A Motion was made by Rebecca Dawson, seconded 
by Gena Dawson, and voted to adjourn the second 
meeting of Society 69 and refreshments followed.

Pictured (L to R at the meeting) are Betty Blaha, Kathy Karisch, 
Carmen Hoskins, Gena Dawson, Tracey Zetka, Kathie Gail Cour-
temanche, State Director Donna Janda, and Rebecca Dawson.

A parish project by the Society was to purchase a 
new censer for their church.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Katherine Karisch, Fr. Bernard Huang 
(Pastor of St. Paul Catholic Church), and Tracey Zetka. Pictured 
(L to R in back) are Kathie Gail Courtemanche, Carmen Hoskins, 
Gena Dawson, Betty Blaha, and Rebecca Dawson.
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Society No. 69 be-
gan their meeting on 

Thursday, June 25th by attending Mass at St. Paul 
Church at 6:30 p.m. After Mass, a photo was taken 
of Fr. Bernard Huang and the new censer that was 
purchased for the church by the Society. A photo of 
Fr. Bernard using the new censer in the Chapel was 
published in St. Paul Church Bulletin dated May 
24th.
  After Mass, members went to the Zetka home to 
begin their second meeting of the year.  President 
Kathy Karisch opened the meeting with prayers, the 
Pledge of Allegiance, welcoming everyone, thank-
ing Donna Janda, State Director, for attending, and 
thanking Tracey Zetka for hosting the meeting. 
  Since the minutes had previously been emailed to 
members, a motion was made, seconded, and voted 
to dispense with the reading.
  Rebecca Dawson, Treasurer, gave her Finan-
cial Report.  The Society received Platinum Sta-
tus for 2019 and earned a bonus $100 to donate to 
the charity of their choice.  Rebecca stated that in 
April we had received a letter from Pam Strickland, 
President/CEO (State Office) stating that due to the 
COVID-19 crisis, churches would probably have a 
significant decline in donations without physical at-
tendance.  To show support, KJZT was offering 100 
percent matching funds up to $250 of a Society’s do-
nation to their parish.  Society 69 officers made the 
decision to participate and a check in the amount of 
$250 was mailed to the State Office.  The State Of-
fice in turn sent to St. Paul Catholic Church a check 
in the amount of $500. 
  Donna Janda, State Director, stated that all Socials 
and other scheduled programs had been cancelled 
by the State Office due to COVID-19 until further 
notice.  Plans for the Convention have been made 
and information regarding the convention should 
be coming in July.  Convention will be held Friday, 
July 23, 2021 thru Sunday, July 25, 2021 at Omni 
Southpark Hotel Austin, Texas. 
  The Fraternal is encouraging every Society to cre-
ate a prayer group that will focus on fellow mem-
ber’s intention.  A motion was made, seconded, and 
voted on for Society 69 members to say the rosary 

69 Smithville for a month beginning July 1st. COVID-19 prayer 
cards were given to attending members with a re-
quest to order additional cards from the State Office.
  There were 73 KJZT Scholarships awarded this 
year.  Members graduating from high school and 
those continuing their higher educations received a 
total of $42,625.
  A certificate was presented to Carmen Hoskins for 
being a Social Member.
  The Society has CEF cards available.  A CEF 
amount of $70 was mailed to the State Office.
  100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY:  Due to COVID-19, 
our Society’s 100 year anniversary is on hold at this 
time.
  Several members were able to meet with Smith-
ville’s Mayor, Scott Saunders, on June 16th when 
the Flag Proclamation was signed.  A news release 
was given to the Mayor for release to the local news-
paper along with a photo.
  For Feeding Families Across Texas, the Society’s 
donation will go to the Smithville Food Pantry.  Re-
becca Dawson is in charge of this project.
  FRATERNAL 100:  Kathie Gail Courtemanche 
has also contacted the Smithville Towers Nursing 
Home where the Society will be responsible for one 
month’s refreshments at the Towers.  This will be 
Society 69’s donation to their Charity of Choice.  
Discussion followed.  Motion was made, seconded, 
and voted to have a gift basket given to the Smith-
ville Towers Nursing Home to be used in a raffle.  
Proceeds from this raffle will be used for the resi-
dents in the Towers at Christmas.  This event will be 
held the first week in December.  Kathie Gail Cour-
temanche and Gena Dawson are in charge of this 
work project.
  As of this date, we do not know if our parish will 
hold a bazaar this year.
  A Mass for the living and deceased members of 
KJZT will be on Saturday, August 15th, at St. Paul 
Catholic Church at 5:00 p.m.  All members are in-
vited to attend and wear their Society shirts.  There 
will not be a Society meeting after this Mass.
  SOCIETY 69 THIRD MEETING DATE:  Mon-
day, October 26, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  Place to be an-
nounced later.

The next issue's deadline 
is September 15th. 

Please send your submissions by email 
to info@kjzt.org or by mail to: 

Pam Strickland, Editor, PO Box 18896, 
Austin, TX 78760.
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On June 18, 2020, Houston 
Society No. 32 President 

Anna Psencik and her husband, member George 
Psencik, presented Father Albert Zanatta, a basket 
of baby bottles filled with checks and money for the 
Gabriel Project at Assumption Catholic Church. The 
members of Society No. 32 donated over $325.00.

Pictured (L to R) are George Psencik, Father Zanatta, and Anna 
Psencik.

32 Houston

The second quarterly meet-
ing of Society No. 23 Holy 

Rosary Hostyn was held on Saturday, June 27, 2020, 
in the church Narthex.
  President Lillian Kallus called the meeting to or-
der and led the opening prayer and the Pledge of Al-
legiance to the United States and Texas flags. Sec-
retary Verlene Kunschik read the minutes from the 
January 26, 2020 meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda 
gave the financial report. There were 20 CEF enroll-
ments since the last meeting.
  The Fraternal 100 check in the amount of $100.00 
was donated to the AMEN Food Pantry in La Grange. 
A card of thanks from AMEN Food Pantry was read. 
Verlene Kuntschik shared news from the State KJZT 
April and May letters stating that the KJZT Fam-
ily Life XXXVI General Convention will be held 
July 23rd-25th, 2021 with Delegate Election dead-
line being February 28, 2012. State KJZT Junior 
Division Camp Guardian Angel has been canceled 
but their raffle will still take place. All KJZT Fam-
ily Life state-sponsored events have been canceled 
for the year; the District V annual social scheduled 
for September 20th to be hosted by Society No. 20 
Cistern and the 100th Anniversary celebrations and 
District Socials are postponed until further notice. 
The Catholic School Tuition Benefit program for 
KJZT members who attend Catholic Schools is back 
for its 2nd year.
  The State KJZT Family Life offered 100% match-
ing funds up to $250.00 for a donation to the par-
ish of the Society’s choosing during this COVID-19 
crisis. Society No. 23 participated and Queen of the 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church Hostyn received a 
$500.00 donation.
  County Judge Joe Weber signed a proclamation 
designating June 14th as Flag Day in Fayette Coun-
ty. Members of KJZT Family Life Society No. 23 
were on hand for the signing.
  Congratulations on the success of the Society’s 
People Helping People parish fundraiser was re-
ceived from the State Office. The matching funds 
were given to Youth Neighbors In Action and Just 5 
Days Youth Groups. The Society’s People Helping 
People Program Community Work Project will be 
a Blood Drive to be held on August 27th. Members 
will bake cookies for blood donors.
  A motion was made and passed to donate $200.00 
to AMEN food pantry in La Grange as the Feeding 

23 Hostyn Families Across Texas project. A monetary gift was 
made to Diocese of Victoria Rev. Daniel Kahlich 
Seminary Burse on his retirement from Queen of 
the Holy Rosary Catholic Church and to acknowl-
edge his many years of service to our parish. State 
Director Donna Janda will make a welcome bag for 
incoming pastor Rev. Robert Knippenberg.
  Attendance prize was won by Donna Janda. The 
meeting was closed with a prayer read by Lillian 
Kallus to end COVID-19. The next meeting is 
scheduled to be held on August 14th.

The Society joined hands 
with their local chapter 

of KJT #115 for a rosary on June 19th at Our Lady 
of Victory Church.

Pictured (L to R) are Donald Dusek of KJT #115 and Evelyn Dier-
lam, Society 101 President.

101 Victoria

The Society held a 
Mass for the living 

and deceased members of 125 Houston on July 16, 
2020, the Feast Day of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 
Nine members were able to attend.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Sammy Parker, President Carol 
Zann, Donna Wilcox, and Marie Stryk. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Betty Janecek, Jo Ann Stasny, Treasurer Evelyn Maresh, and 
Al Stryk. Not pictured is Ralph Zann.

125 Houston

Society No. 6 in Bryan is happy to 
have awarded their 2020 Scholar-

ship in the amount of $500 to one of their young 
members, Kaitlyn Bellott, of Bryan, Texas.
  Katie attended St. Joseph Catholic School for all 12 
years of her education, graduating in May 2020. She 
was in choir and sang at Masses and other church 
and school functions. She took college courses at 
Blinn College for two years while attending St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic High School and was in the National 
Honor Society there. Katie was also a cheerleader 
and worked part-time at a clothing store. Over the 
years, she enjoyed working at the Society’s Com-
munity Fundraiser, the Annual Garage Sale, with 
her Grandmother Mary Hovorak. Mary is a former 
society officer and convention delegate.
  Katie will be attending The University of North 
Texas in Denton this fall and majoring in Interior 
Design. She is the daughter of Deanne and Michael 
Bellott, and she has one sister, Lauren Bellott. They 
are a 100% KJZT family!

6 Bryan

Pictured is Kaitlyn Bellott.



raffle tickets to support the Junior program. Tessa 
Vaculin was selected at the monthly meeting as a 
prize winner.

Pictured at left is Charlie Mayer. Pictured at right is Jett Vaculin.

Pictured presenting the gifts at Mass are Tessa Vaculin, Jett Vacu-
lin, and Calen Vaculin.
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Holy Family Society No. 118 
Taft conducted their Mother’s 

Day Diaper Drive during the month of May. They 
collected seven cases of diapers and a check for 
$240. State Director Betty Vacek, local Junior Di-
rector Anna Custer and Juniors Colby, Blake and 
Allie Custer delivered the diapers and check to the 
Portland Pregnancy Center.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Colby Custer, 
and Blake Custer.

118 Taft

Mary Queen of the Rosary 
Society No. 144 presented 

three $500 scholarships to high school students on 
June 16, 2020 at Christ the King Church at the bac-
calaureate Mass.

Pictured (L to R) are Doye Baker, Society President Janice Nel-
son, and Madalene Maldonado. Not pictured is Fabian Garcia.

144 Belton

Need to change your address?

Call 1-888-253-2338 and we will be happy 
to help you. You can also receive assistance 

on how to make name changes 
or beneficiary changes, if needed.

The State Office is here for you.

Junior News
During these trying and diffi-
cult times Marak Junior mem-

bers finally got to participate in Mass again.
  The Juniors led the Rosary before Mass. Social dis-
tancing rules were kept in place and each Junior’s 
family had their own pew. Claire Kopriva was the 
first lector to read the readings along with the re-
sponsorial psalm. Adison Dach followed with the 
second reading and the prayers of the faithful. 
  The Juniors had a short meeting after the Mass, 
and  they were so glad to see each other.  Selling of 
Camp raffle tickets was discussed and door prizes of 
Wal-Mart gift cards were passed out to all Juniors 
attending. Juniors present were Adison Dach, Paige 
Kopriva, Claire Kopriva and Kate Kopriva.

Pictured at left is Claire Kopriva. Pictured at right is Adison Dach.

Pictured are Adison Dach, Paige Kopriva, Claire Kopriva, and 
Kate Kopriva.

21 Marak

On July 19th, the Marak Ju-
niors were able to participate 

in Mass again. Charlie Mayer read the first reading 
and responsorial psalm. Jett Vaculin read the second 
reading and prayers of the faithful. Tessa Vaculin, 
Jett Vaculin, and Calen Vaculin led the presenta-
tion of gifts to the altar. After Mass, the Juniors sold 

21 Marak

On July 19th, the Marak Ju-
niors presented Father RanJan 

Cletus two candle lighters and a stand to aid altar 
servers with lighting candles on the altar. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Tessa Vaculin, Kate Kopriva, Calen 
Vaculin, Ian Brunson. Pictured (L to R in back) are Junior Direc-
tor Debbie Vansa, Charlie Mayer, Lily Brunson, Father RanJan 
Cletus, Jett Vaculin, Claire Kopriva and Assistant Junior Director 
Lindsey Vaculin.

21 Marak



Page 18

KJZT Family Life New Members

Maryn June Darilek is a new member of Society 
No. 111 Edna. She is the daughter of Tate and Jenna 
Darilek. Maryn is the great-granddaughter of Albert 
and Doris Andel. Both are members of No. 111 Edna 
along with Jenna Darilek.

Madden Tate Darilek is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 111 Edna. He is the son of Tate and Jenna 
Darilek. Madden is the great-grandson of Albert and 
Doris Andel. Both are members of No. 111 Edna 
along with Jenna Darilek.

Kadence Lynn Graves is a new member of Society 
No. 43 Ganado. She is the daughter of Eric Graves 
and Shelby Macha. Her great-grandmother is Vice-
President of No. 43 Ganado. Kadence’s mother and 
grandmother are also members of No. 43 Ganado.
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Faye Elizabeth Hlavaty is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 111 Edna. She is the daughter of Aaron and 
Mariah Hlavaty. Family members who are also in 
No. 111 Edna include: her father Aaron, Grandmoth-
er Virginia Hlavaty, and Great-Grandparents Charlie 
and Mary Sheblak.

Max Joshua Lucas is a new member of Society No. 
104 Abbott. He is the son of Joshua and Melinda 
Lucas. Max’s siblings are Madison, Joel, Molly, and 
Juliet; all are also members of No. 104 Abbott.

Grayson C. Martin is a new member of Society 
No. 43 Ganado. He is the son of Bryan and Ashley 
Martin. Grayson’s mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother are all members of KJZT Family Life.



1	 YOAKUM		  ROSALIE (TUPA) HARABIS			   4/18/2020		  92
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ANITA (HENKE) HOBBS			   10/24/2018		  69
3	 ST. MARY’S		  HELEN (SMOLIK) BELCIK			   6/4/2020		  95
4	 PRAHA		  GENEVIEVE (MACHALEC) LOCKSTEDT	 2/27/2020		  84
5	 SHINER		  MARY ANN (CHRASTECKY) REBECEK	 5/27/2020		  87
6	 BRYAN		  MARIE ANN KALINEC			   2/22/2020		  93
6	 BRYAN		  GERALDINE (STRMISKA) SCHNEIDER	 6/24/2020		  83
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 ANNIE MAE (TSCHIEDEL) JANISH		  5/24/2020	             102
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 LEONARD E SVRCEK, SR.			   5/22/2020		  88
11	 WEST			   MARY JANE (NORS) SULAK			  5/30/2020		  61
11	 WEST			   JOSEPHINE (HUTYRA) KOCIAN		  6/14/2020		  88
11	 WEST			   MARY (KING) SCHROEDER			  3/11/2020		  76
14	 MOULTON		  ALBINA (SPANN) BOHUSLAV		  7/11/2020		  85
16	 ENNIS			  PATRICIA (TARABA) DIETLER		  5/6/2020		  76
16	 ENNIS			  EDWIN JOE BOUSKA			   5/23/2020		  83
16	 ENNIS			  JOSEPHINE (JURICA) DOLEZALIK		  7/9/2020		  81
16	 ENNIS			  ANNIE (SLOVAK) REEVES			   6/4/2020		  96
19	 TAYLOR		  ALOMA MARIE NAIVAR			   5/10/2020		  78
19	 TAYLOR		  BECKY (KADERKA) MORGAN		  2/25/2020		  62
20	 CISTERN		  ROSIE (FREBERT) BOEHNKE		  1/31/2020		  95
21	 MARAK		  MOLLIE (HAVERLAND) KELLY		  6/29/2020		  81
22	 WALLIS		  BERNICE (GALLIA) CHRISTY		  5/13/2020		  76
30	 EAST BERNARD	 MARTHA (HLAVINKA) BALLOU		  3/20/2019		  89
30	 EAST BERNARD	 MARIE (BLAZEK) HRNCIR			   6/6/2020		  67
31	 LA GRANGE		  ANNIE (HUMPLIK) KALLUS			  4/4/2020		  99
31	 LA GRANGE		  ANGELA MARIE MATOCHA			  3/27/2020		  54
31	 LA GRANGE		  JAMES MARVIN STOLLE			   6/30/2020		  91
34	 HOBSON		  GUSSIE (OLSOVSKY) SRALLA		  5/6/2018		  97
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 CAROLYN (MOKRY) SCHELPER		  5/16/2020		  70
49	 NEEDVILLE		  JANE (KULCAK) STAVINOHA		  5/21/2020		  96
53	 WIED			   RITA (PESEK) VOELKEL			   7/5/2020		  74
66	 WEIMAR		  VANDELINE HALLIBURTON		  7/3/2020		  87
72	 EL CAMPO		  WILLIE (KRESTA) EHLER			   1/27/2020		  84
75	 JOURDANTON	 FRANCES (BELICEK) KOVAR		  5/29/2020	             104
85	 DAMON		  WESLEY GORDAN				    7/18/2020		  75
88	 VERNON		  BETTYE CAMILLE WILSON			  2/4/2020		  65
108	 DALLAS		  CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM GIBSON		  3/26/2020		  50
108	 DALLAS		  MARY (ZATOPEK) DUGOSH			  5/24/2020		  79
108	 DALLAS		  VALERIE (PATAK) CALLAN			   9/23/2018		  85
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 ALICE (SEKULA) KELLER			   5/22/2020		  86
126	 PALACIOS		  WANDA (MACHA) JOHNSON		  6/9/2020		  85
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”



KJZT Family Life is looking for an enthusiastic dependable person to join our team.
POSITION:  INSURANCE AND ANNUITY SPECIALIST

POSITION SUMMARY:
Process applications for, changes to, reinstatement of, and cancellation of insurance and annuity certificates. Duties include reviewing insurance 
and annuity applications to ensure that all questions have been answered, compiling data on insurance and annuity certificate changes, changing 
certificate records to conform to insured party’s specifications, compiling data on lapsed insurance certificates to determine automatic reinstate-
ment according to company policies, canceling insurance certificates as requested by agents, and verifying the accuracy of insurance company 
records.

EDUCATION: College degree and previous experience at a Life Insurance Company strongly preferred.

CERTIFICATES AND LICENSES:  Within one year of hire, you will be required to attain a General Lines Insurance License through TDI.

Request an application and send resumé to hr@kjzt.org.

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY


