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The novel coronavirus called Covid-19 has been raging around the world triggering 
the most notable pandemic in recent memory. The virus is exceedingly contagious, and 
it has been threatening medical systems in many countries. Initial cases were generally 
traced to its origin in Wuhan China, but over time community spread of cases has be-
come obvious, meaning doctors don’t really know how a person may have contracted 
the virus.

  Testing for the virus early on in the United States was extremely limited and slow, adding uncertainty to diagnosis 
and prevention measures. Taking abundant precaution to attempt the slow spread, widespread disaster measures 
were declared by governmental bodies and “social distancing” practices were implemented. Since no proven treat-
ments or vaccine is available, this has been public health’s best policy to limit the disease. These policies have forced 
the most dramatic changes in social interactions since the polio epidemic in the mid 20th century.
  The elderly and chronically ill individuals have been and continue to be at highest risk for serious illness and death. 
It is thought that declining immune function with age and disease puts these persons at much higher risk for compli-
cations such as pneumonia. The good news is that most individuals who get the infection have mild symptoms that 
can be treated at home with attempts to help prevent spreading the infection to others.
Those who recover from the viral infection likely develop at least some immunity to future infection and may con-
tribute to “herd immunity.” This means the more people who become immune make future infection to others less 
likely, therefore, less widespread outbreaks. Some medical authorities believe the virus to be heat and UV sensitive 
suggesting that infection rate may slow as days get longer and temperatures get warmer.
  Clinical studies continue to be underway for testing existing drugs, especially antiviral drugs that could help treat 
people with the infection. These studies will take extended periods of time. Research is also underway to develop 
effective vaccines. Today there are multiple different ways researchers aim to develop vaccines, and I am optimistic 
that there will be positive breakthroughs on the vaccine front in the months ahead.
  Other unknowns remain about the future of disease from this virus. If infection rates slow into the later spring and 
summer months, it remains possible that seasonable outbreaks could occur in the fall or next few years. The experts 
are also studying the stability of the virus and whether it mutates or changes which could make future vaccines less 
effective. It is also my hope that this pandemic will help governments and healthcare systems worldwide learn, plan, 
and prepare for future public health emergencies.

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser
Covid-19 and the Future

Stay Safe. Stay Home. Save Lives.
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Together, we are facing a truly unprecedented time. The global COVID-19 
pandemic is affecting all of our families, our businesses, our communities, 
and our way of life. KJZT Family Life continues to be a safe and secure 
financial organization. Our Fraternal takes a long term investment approach 
that puts us in a strong position to weather economic ups and downs. For over 
125 years, we have focused on and stayed true to our members.
  During this time of uncertainty, I want to reassure our members that we are 
consulting with our advisors to find ways to not only protect our Fraternal, 
but also to protect our members, who have put their confidence in us, by in-
vesting in our life insurance and annuity products. In order to do that, it was 

necessary to lower the interest rates on some of our annuities, effective April 1, 2020. During these difficult 
times, we have significantly lowered the crediting interest rate and the guaranteed interest rate on new annuity 
business (ie. new applications only). This decision was made to protect our legacy and our members who have 
been loyal to our Fraternal. For more information on annuity rates, please see the box below this article, and 
for more information on our financial stability, please review the Financial Focus on page 6 of this journal.
  During the COVID-19 crisis, KJZT Family Life will continue to operate as an essential business while focus-
ing on the health and safety of our employees, our members and our Fraternal. We are temporarily changing 
our business hours. Beginning Monday, March 30, 2020, our office hours will change to the following:

o Monday thru Thursday - 8am - 5:30pm 
o Friday – Closed
o For immediate assistance, call 512.897.8338
These hours will stay in effect until April 30, 2020.

Please Note:  In order to reduce our physical interactions with others, our office is closed to visitors, and we 
will be collecting our mail from the post office once a week. We have also postponed District Socials and events 
at this time.
  We will continue to monitor Federal, State and County recommendations regarding COVID-19, and we will 
keep you informed of any changes. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call our 
State Office: 1.888.253.2338.
  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10-- 

Fraternal Focus
By Pam Strickland, President/CEO

March/April 2020

KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 
$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 1.05% $50,000 + 1.00% 

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate, Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% 
 

 



The day was April 11, 1970.  The time:  1:13 p.m. CST.  The excitement of the United States’ third lunar landing attempt was 
evident throughout the world, as Apollo 13 was launched from the Kennedy Space Center.  Two days later, while en route to the 
moon landing, the second oxygen tank exploded, causing the first tank, according to NASA archives, to also fail.  Consequently, 
the module’s normal supply of electricity and water was lost and the crew was 200,000 miles from earth. 

The Command Module remained functional on its own batteries and oxygen tank, but these could be used only during the last 
hours of the mission, if the astronauts were going to survive. Therefore, the crew shut down the Command Module and used the 
Lunar Module as a “lifeboat”, during their return trip to earth. Despite great hardship caused by limited power, loss of cabin heat, 
and a dangerously limited supply of potable water, the crew safely returned.  It was nothing less than extraordinary.  From that 
moment, the Apollo 13 mission has been referred to as NASA’s most “successful failure”.

Such is our confrontation with sin.  We find ourselves often lacking in the ability to reach our spiritual goals.  Like Saint Paul, we want to do what is right, but we 
often choose evil over good:  “For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want” (Rom. 7:19).  We fail; we sin, but we celebrate the victory of Christ 
on the cross, which brings us redemption.  Our Savior turns our sins into “successful failures.”  We are healed and saved by God’s love. 

Given the opportunity to learn from our mistakes and, with a repentant heart, to experience Christ’s mercy, we are reassured, as unreachable as it may seem at 
times, that we can achieve our ultimate goal: eternal glory with God:  “For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison…” (2 Cor. 4:17). 

As we profoundly did on Good Friday, reflect again on the group of religious leaders, soldiers and others gathered at the foot of Christ’s cross.  What did they see?  
Many saw a failure; one that apparently was not what he purported to be; one who could not successfully carry out his goals, hopes and promises. 

Gathered at the foot of the cross of Jesus, they had much to say about what they saw:  “Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha!  You 
who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself by coming down from the cross.’  Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes, mocked him 
among themselves and said, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself.  Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 
believe.’  Those who were crucified with him also kept abusing him” (Mk. 15:29-32).  Those who passed by his cross saw only defeat and failure.  Jesus though did 
not rebuke their mocking.  He remained silent, except to utter a few words, at about three o’clock:  “Eli, Eli, lema satachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’” (Mt. 27:46).  

With the completion of our Lenten journey, and now in the Easter season, what do we see, as we contemplate the Cross of Christ?  For believers, we see the vic-
tory of Christ Crucified.  We profess that the death of Jesus on the cross is not a sign of defeat, but one of victory.  Saint Paul writes:  “The message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).  

Without crucifixion, there would be no resurrection.  Without resurrection, there would be no redemption.  Therefore, we join together in embracing the new life 
our Risen Lord brings to us.  Sin has been defeated and we are made a new creation:  “For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead 
came also through a human being.  For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ all shall be brought to life…” (1 Cor. 15:21-22).

Like a roaring river spilling over its embankment, the mercy of Christ, in blood and water, streams down upon us from his cross.  We fail, but Christ never fails 
us.  The wood of the cross is our altar of salvation.  What appeared to be an end was the sign of a new beginning.  What others called a failure was revealed to be 
a success beyond measure: “For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified…” (1 Cor. 1:22-23). 

By his act of love for us upon the cross, Christ turns our sins into successful failures.  By his wounds, we are healed.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

A most blessed Easter season to you. 

In Christ, 
Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain
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A Successful Failure
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Here’s a part of what it takes:
•  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVI Regular General 
   Convention.
	 o  Officers of the Society or Members who attend society meetings 	
	      regularly and are eligible according to the By-laws shall be elect-
	     ed as Delegate or Alternates.
•  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of five years.

Board of Directors - According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of 
Directors shall have the following responsibilities and duties:
•  Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special General Con-   
   vention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials in their assigned  
   districts.
•  Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State of Texas.
•  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution and By-  
    laws and Rules and Regulations.
•  Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the Fraternal.
•  Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the business of   
    the Fraternal.

State Directors - In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated 
under the Board of Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties 
and responsibilities:
•  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned  
   and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carry-  
   ing out the Fraternal Program.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
•  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/  
   or need arises.
•  Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, invest-  
   ments and fraternalism.
•  Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary   
    Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spiritu-  
   ally and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors 
•  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, abil-  
    ity to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
•  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC) 
   designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its 
   status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and    
   applications.
•  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings    
   as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
•  Must be able to be bonded.

Do you have what it takes 
to be a State Director for KJZT Family Life?

You could earn an annual income of $ 22,703.

KJZT Family Life Journal March/April 2020 March/April 2020

The duty of a Delegate shall be to officially represent the Society in a General 
Convention.
•  The term of office of Delegate or Alternate shall begin from her presentation  
   of her credentials in the Regular General Convention and extend after the 
   Regular General Convention until the next Regular General Convention;
•  Officers of the Society or Members who attend Society meetings regularly   
   and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elected as Delegates or   
   Alternates; however, no State Director or State Officer shall be elected a  
   Delegate or Alternate.
•  The President of the Society shall officially notify a duly elected Alternate to  
   assume the position of Delegate to a Convention of the Fraternal in accor-   
   dance with the Bylaws of the Fraternal.
•  Delegates shall serve on Convention committees to which they are appointed 
   and shall participate in workshops held at the Convention;
•  Delegates shall present, explain, and defend all motions offered by their  
   Society to the General Convention and in general shall act according to the  
   decision of their Society. However, they shall consider the official explanation 
   and discussion during the sessions of the Convention and act according to 
   their best knowledge and conscience;
•  Delegates must be present at all sessions, unless officially excused by the  
   Chair of the Convention, to be eligible for expense payment;
•  Delegates shall have the duty to make a report to their Societies in the meet-  
    ing after the Convention.  This report shall include decisions and amendments 
   to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Fraternal.

XXXVI Regular General Convention
July 23 - 25, 2021

Delegate Duty
Constitution & Bylaws - 
Article VIII; Section 13

If you are interested in becoming a State Director and would like more information, 
please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email to info@kjzt.org.



Insuring the Times of Your Life
If someone depends on you financially, you probably need life insurance. Here are some 
examples of specific life stages or life events that might trigger the need for life insurance.
Married or Getting Married: Many families depend on two incomes to make ends meet. 
If you died suddenly, would your spouse have enough money to cover funeral costs, credit 
card balances, outstanding loans and daily living expenses?
A Parent or About to Become One: Raising a child is one of the most rewarding things a 
person can do in life. But, it’s also one of the most expensive. If you died tomorrow would 
your spouse have the wherewithal to provide your children with the opportunities you 

always dreamed they’d have? From Diapers to Diplomas, would there be enough income to pay for daycare, a college education and everything in between? 
Even parents who don’t work outside the home need life insurance because they provide services that would be expensive to replace, such as childcare, trans-
portation and managing the household. And what about single parents? They need life insurance more than anyone because their children rely on them for 
everything.
A Homeowner: If you’re like most people, your home is your most significant financial asset. Life insurance can be used to pay down or retire the mortgage, 
sparing your family from moving to a less expensive place to live. Plus, it can provide the funds needed to help family members to maintain the lifestyle to 
which they’re accustomed.
Changing Jobs: If you’ve recently been promoted or changed jobs, it’s a good time to re-evaluate your life insurance coverage. Why? You may not realize it, 
but when your income rises, your spending tends to rise, too. Updating your life insurance coverage can help ensure that your family would be able to main-
tain its new and improved lifestyle if something were to happen to you.
Retired or Planning for Retirement: If your children are on their own and your mortgage is paid off, you might feel your need for life insurance has passed. 
But, if you died today, your spouse could outlive you by 10, 20 or 30 years. Would your spouse have to make drastic lifestyle adjustments to make ends meet? 
Adequate life insurance coverage can help widow and widowers avoid financial struggles in retirement. 
Single: Most single people don’t have a pressing need for life insurance because no one depends on them financially. But, there are exceptions. If you’re pro-
viding financial support for aging parents or siblings, or if you’re carrying significant debt you wouldn’t want passed on to family members, you should con-
sider life insurance.

If you are interested in re-evaluating your life insurance, we’d be happy to assist you. Call our State Office: 1.888.253.2338

Credit: LifeHappens.org
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Tuesday, January 28, 2020
After Mass, the annual Board of Director’s 
meeting began with an Executive Session. 
Following the Executive Session, the General 
Session of the 2020 Annual Board of Direc-
tors Meeting was called to order. All board 
members, except for Betty Vacek, were pres-
ent. Carrie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller, 
Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Services 
and Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain, were 

also in attendance. The meeting began with a prayer. 
• The Director Guidelines were reviewed and approved effective 01/28/2020.
• Catherine Sylvester was inducted as Vice President/Insurance Services.
• The minutes from the 2019 October Quarterly Board Meeting and December   
   2019 Special Board Meeting were reviewed and approved.
• The Investment Ratification Report was presented and approved.

Annual Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
By Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Services

• Arlene Cloyd was appointed as Lead Director for 2020.
• The audit proposal for the 2020 audit was presented and approved.
• The Consent Agenda was reviewed and approved.
• Douglas Brown, with Allen Bailey and Associates, joined the meeting. Mr.   
   Brown discussed the credited interest rates, guaranteed interest rates, presented    
  the Cash Flow Testing results, and the Charitable and Impaired Risk Riders.
• The Charitable and Impaired Risk Riders to be offered on Permanent Products   
  was approved.
• The Family Enrichment Program to be sponsored by KJZT Family Life was   
  discussed.
• The Board reviewed inactive societies and approved transfers.
• The District Social and Officers Meeting Agendas were discussed.
• The Board nominated Joan Johnson to be the honoree at the Texans of Czech  
  Ancestry (TOCA) banquet, which will be held March 28, 2020.  
• Dates for the XXXVI Regular General Convention in 2021 were discussed.

continued on page 6...
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Financial Focus
2019 was a year of exceptional financial 
growth for KJZT Family Life. Our efforts in 
reducing expenses where possible and imple-
menting improved processes paid off substan-
tially. In addition, consistently making sound 
decisions and effectively using the resources 
available, ensured success on many levels. 
  Significant growth occurred in all areas of our 
financials. Net income increased to $1,964,744 
and surplus grew to $16,927,626. Assets were 

up over $7,000,000 to $157,875,981. Additionally, our solvency ratio increased 
to $112.01. The solvency ratio is key metric indicating that we have enough as-
sets to cover our liabilities. A high ratio of assets over liabilities is a significant 
safety factor.
  These results affirm that KJZT Family Life has a history of sustainability and 
financial strength. Over our 125 years, we have faced many economic chal-
lenges, and continue to demonstrate stability.  

By Carrie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller
Statement of Condition

December 31, 2019

“Annual Board of Directors Meeting Minutes” by Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Ser-
vices, continued from page 5...

• Article XIII, Section 13 and Article IV, Section 1; B (1) of the Constitution and 
Bylaws were discussed.
The meeting was adjourned with a prayer led by Father Gary Janak.

Wednesday, January 29, 2020
The 2020 Annual Board Meeting continued after Mass on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 29, 2020. All board members, except for Betty Vacek, were present. Carrie 
Janecek, VP/Financial Controller, Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Services 
and Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain, were also in attendance. The meeting 
began with a prayer.
• Mike Janak, Investment Advisor, joined the meeting. Mr. Janak presented a 
review of the investment portfolio.
• The State Officer Reports were reviewed.
• The Strategic Plan was reviewed and discussed.
• Pam Strickland provided an office update.
• A decision was made that 50 & 75 year membership pins will be mailed upon 
request.
• Kathy Wishert was appointed District 15 & 16 State Director to replace Debo-
rah Kaspar.
The meeting was adjourned with a prayer led by Father Gary Janak.

Respectfully Submitted,
Catherine Sylvester
Vice President/Insurance Services

Assets December 31, 2019 December 31, 2018
Bonds and Stocks $135,849,830 $138,256,278

Mortgage Loans $4,616,339 $5,552,184

Real Estate $252,475 $300,922

Certificate Loans $181,535 $152,251

Cash and Other Assets $16,975,802 $6,475,006
Total Assets $157,875,981 $150,736,641

Liabilities
Certificate Reserves $131,650,084 $128,321,106

Contract Claims $1,037,103 $1,074,727

Investment Reserves $4,209,257 $2,935,433

All other Liabilities $4,051,908 $2,597,617

Total Liabilities $140,948,352 $134,928,883

Surplus $16,927,629 $15,807,758
Total Liabilities & Surplus $157,875,981 $150,736,641

Income December 31, 2019 December 31, 2018
Life and Annuity Consideration $5,383,037 $5,242,977

Net Investment Income $8,495,823 $7,645,438

Miscellaneous Income $269,321 $442,391

Total Income $14,148,181 $13,330,806

Benefits and Expenses
Death, Annuity, Surrender Benefits $6,777,927 $6,167,031

Increase in Reserves $3,328,978 $4,221,916

Expenses, Taxes and Commissions $1,951,482 $2,104,525

Total Expenses $12,058,387 $12,493,472

Net Realized Gains (Losses) ($125,050) ($128,249)
Net Income $1,964,744 $709,085

Surplus
Net Income $1,964,744 $709,085

Change in Unrealized Gains/Losses $413,690 ($68,537)

Change in Nonadmitted Assets $55,865 ($73,217)

Change in Asset Valuation Reserve ($345,278) $520,665

Change in Miscellaneous Write-Ins ($969,153) $704,796
Change in Surplus $1,119,868 $1,792,792
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  Junior member Lauren Gerik, of KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott, was recently 
crowned the 2020 Czech Heritage Society Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen. 
Lauren competed in the State Pageant on February 22nd in New Taiton, Texas. 
The pageant is sponsored by the Czech Heritage Society of Texas. Lauren is the 
daughter of Molly and John Gerik of Abbott. Molly is the Junior Director of 
Society No. 104 Abbott.
  Pageant categories included private interview, on-stage interview, kroj model-
ing and talent. With the help of some amazing, dedicated people both locally 
and in the Czech Republic, Lauren was able to model an authentic replica of an 
antique kroj from Bohemia. For her talent, she played a selection on her key-
board from Largo, Symphony No. 9 by Antonin Dvorak.  
  Lauren will compete in the Miss Czech-Slovak US Pageant in Wilber, NE on 
August 1-2 and will be sponsored by the Czech Heritage Society of Texas. As 
at the state pageant, she plans to model her authentic kroj and play “Largo” on 
the keyboard for her talent.
  Lauren began her journey to being crowned Queen when she decided to run 
for the local Czech Heritage Society of Texas chapter queen. She was crowned 
the 2019 Czech Heritage Society Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak Queen 
in October 2019. Lauren was inspired to run by her close friend and fellow 
KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott Junior, Lydia Pustejovsky, who was the 2018 
CHS Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak Queen, as well as the 2019 CHS Miss 
Texas Czech-Slovak Queen.  At the CHS State Pageant on February 22nd, Lau-
ren was crowned by Lydia.
  As CHS Queen, Lauren has a Little Czech Sister. Sarah Alexander is the 
daughter of Katie (Nors) and Matthew Miller of West, and Jimmy Alexander of 
Abbott. Sarah attends school in Abbott, where she participates in youth volley-
ball, mini-cheerleading, basketball, and shows lambs with Junior FFA. She also 
dances ballet, tap, and jazz and is a pitcher for her little league softball team. 
Sarah enjoys baking, especially kolaches and cinnamon rolls.  Sarah is also a 
Junior member of KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott.  She was crowned the 2020 

Czech Heritage Society Little Czech Sister at the State Pageant by the 2019 
CHS Little Czech Sister Allison Pustejovsky. Allison is also a member of KJZT 
Society No. 104 Abbott.
  As the 2020 CHS Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen and Little Czech Sister, 
Lauren and Sarah are looking forward to many opportunities to promote and 
preserve the Czech heritage. They are eager to continue to learn more about 
the Czech culture and to encourage the youth to learn about and live out Czech 
traditions and customs. Both young ladies are very excited to share the love of 
their heritage with others.  So far, they have attended a polka mass, two polka 
dances, and a kolache baking class. 
  Lauren has enjoyed learning about her Czech roots since she was little. Lauren, 
along with her parents and brothers, bakes homemade kolache, using Grandpa 
Gerik’s recipe. They also enjoy listening to and dancing to Czech music. Lau-
ren’s grandfather Joe Dvorak, who speaks Czech, has taught Lauren, her broth-
ers, and cousins phrases and prayers in Czech. He has also given them hands-on 
experience with Czech customs, like making homemade sausage and sauerkraut. 
  Lauren has been an active Junior member in KJZT Family Life Society No. 
104 in Abbott since she was 7 years old and has served as an Officer for the Ju-
nior Society many times throughout the years. She has not missed a single year 
of KJZT Camp Guardian Angel! 
  Lauren is a senior at Abbott High School. She plans to attend Texas A&M Uni-
versity in College Station in the fall and major in English. Lauren is currently 
ranked first in her class, and she serves as Class President and Student Council 
Reporter. She is also a member of Abbott’s One-Act Play team. She is the Stage 
Manager this year and won Outstanding Technician at the District competition.  
(All other competitions have been postponed until schools reopen.)  Lauren has 
been a member of Sokol West Gymnastics since she was 9 years old and is now 
a gymnastics coach there.   

Congratulations, Lauren!

Junior member crowned 2020 CHS Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen

Photos courtesy of The Czech Heritage Society of Texas and The Gerik Family
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KJZT Family Life is proud to announce that 53 Societies achieved Platinum, 11 Societies achieved Diamond and one Society achieved 
Rhinestone for the year of 2019. Each Status Society receives a funding check to help with Society operations. This year, the State Office 
awarded over $91,000 to the Fraternal Status Society winners. The Board of Directors and State Officers extend their gratitude to these 
dedicated Societies who give so much of their time to their churches and communities. The following are the winning Societies:   

Congratulations to the 2019 Status Societies!

What are Status Certificates?
Status Certificates are awarded each year to those Societies who 
have completed a number of activities through the KJZT Family 
Life Fraternal Program.

For 2019, 53 Societies fulfilled all qualifications of an active Society 
and completed 10 activities, including: holding 3 quarterly meet-
ings, an Annual Meeting and Social, holding a Mass for all living 
and deceased members, submitting annual activity and financial 
reports, notifying their State Director of all meetings and events, 
inviting elected officials to events or visiting their office as part of 
the Marshall Program, holding a People Helping People Parish 
Fundraiser or Work Project, holding a People Helping People 
Community Fundraiser or Work Project and attaining an increase in 
membership.

As you can see, Society Officers and active members of the Fraternal 
Program are no strangers to hard work.

For each status awarded: Platinum, Diamond, or Rhinestone: each  
Society receives funding to hold more events, more fundraisers and 
give more donations to worthy causes. In addition, they receive a 
Fraternal $100 Project check which is donated to any charity of the 
Society’ choice.

If you have the chance, please congratulate the Society Officers in 
your Society!

We admire you all for your commitment to making this world a bet-
ter place. In times like these, volunteers are an inspiration to all.

PLATINUM STATUS
Society No. 1 Yoakum
Society No. 2 Hallettsville
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Society No. 4 Praha
Society No. 5 Shiner
Society No. 6 Bryan
Society No. 7 Dubina
Society No. 10 Fayetteville
Society No. 11 West
Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Society No. 14 Moulton
Society No. 16 Ennis
Society No. 18 Granger
Society No. 19 Taylor
Society No. 20 Cistern
Society No. 21 Marak
Society No. 23 Hostyn
Society No. 24 Ammannsville
Society No. 27 Caldwell
Society No. 29 Frydek
Society No. 30 East Bernard
Society No. 31 La Grange
Society No. 32 Houston
Society No. 37 Hochheim
Society No. 40 Poth
Society No. 41 Ellinger
Society No. 42 Sealy
Society No. 44 Moravia
Society No. 45 Tours
Society No. 46 Corpus Christi
Society No. 47 Industry
Society No. 48 Cameron
Society No. 49 Needville

Society No. 53 Wied
Society No. 65 Holman
Society No. 66 Weimar
Society No. 69 Smithville
Society No. 72 El Campo
Society No. 75 Jourdanton
Society No. 83 Flatonia
Society No. 85 Damon
Society No. 93 Austin
Society No. 100 Bay City
Society No. 101 Victoria
Society No. 104 Abbott
Society No. 108 Dallas
Society No. 111 Edna
Society No. 114 Houston
Society No. 118 Taft
Society No. 120 Sugarland
Society No. 125 Houston
Society No. 126 Palacios
Society No. 130 Georgetown

DIAMOND STATUS
Society No. 15 Corn Hill
Society No. 17 Nada
Society No. 22 Wallis
Society No. 28 Frenstat
Society No. 34 Hobson
Society No. 43 Ganado
Society No. 77 Rosenberg
Society No. 89 Sinton
Society No. 99 Baytown
Society No. 115 Freeport
Society No. 124 Texas City RHINESTONE STATUS       Society No. 144 Belton



I have been working hard in establish-
ing a dedicated Sales Team of professional 
agents that will provide you, and all poten-
tial members of KJZT Family Life, prompt 
and courteous customer service; agents who 
will understand and promote all aspects of 
our Fraternal. One of the goals of the Sales 
and Events Department is to incorporate an 
agent presence in the local Societies. By es-
tablishing this relationship, we can increase 
the growth of our Fraternal while optimiz-
ing the financial security of those we serve 
through our affordable life insurance. I have 

been reaching out by phone, meeting with, and working with agents while plan-
ning upcoming Fraternal events. I am excited to report the March life insurance 
business increased in new members for the quarter, while January annualized 
premium exceeded our goal for the quarter. We have some awesome agents 
writing new business and servicing our existing members and we only hope this 
continues after the virus outbreak is controlled. 
  Sales Agents will be a presence at District Socials throughout the year. Recent-
ly, we had the opportunity to attend the Hallettsville District Social which was 
very nice and well attended. The Sales Team presence will hopefully enhance 
Society activities and projects Fraternal-wide. There have been several sched-
uled events put on hold due to the uncertainty of the virus outbreak, but we look 
forward to getting activities back on schedule. 
  The Sales and Events Department is always available to assist you. Please let 
us know if there is anything you need. We look forward to working with each 
of you. 
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Sales Highlights
Congratulations to our Congratulations to our 

Top Agent Production Leaders!Top Agent Production Leaders!
March

New Member Leader:
John McDermott

Annualized Premium Leader:
John McDermott

Kevin Kroos is the newest KJZT Family Life Sales 
Agent. Kevin lives in Meyersville, Texas and is re-
cently retired from the Cuero Police Department 
where he worked in many areas of law enforcement. 
Kevin joined Team Financial to begin his retirement 
planning career, working in the Hallettsville and Vic-
toria area. He understands the importance of protect-
ing you and your loved one’s financial stability. He 

is committed to doing what is best for the needs of his clients. He is outgoing, 
professional and intelligent when it comes to optimizing your financial needs.   

  We welcome Kevin and we are excited he chose to be an agent for KJZT Fam-
ily Life. Feel free to contact Kevin for assistance at 361-564-0868 or by email at 
kevin@teamfg.com

Featured Agents: Kevin Kroos and Joan Johnson

Sales and Events Manager Deborah Kaspar, and Agents Eric Bludau, Joy Kovar, 
and Kevin Kroos represented the Sales Team at the District I Social held in Hal-
lettsville on March 2, 2020. They were available throughout the event to speak 
with members and guests about KJZT Family Life products. 

Pictured (L to R) are Sales and Events Manager Deborah Kaspar, Eric Bludau, Joy Kovar, and Kevin Kroos.

By Deborah Kaspar,
Sales and Events Manager

Joan Sylvester Johnson is an agent that began her 
career with KJZT Family Life in 2010, when she 
became a State Director. She is a 50+ year member 
of Society No. 16 Ennis. She and her husband, Jeff, 
their children and grandchildren are all active mem-
bers of 16 Ennis. Joan is Junior Director for Society 
No. 16 Ennis. She has assisted as a chaperone at more 
than half of the Camp Guardian Angel camps since 

the first one in 1995. Joan is very active in her parish, St. John Nepomucene, in 
Ennis. Joan retired from teaching after 32 years and is now a part-time teacher 
for at-risk students in Ferris ISD. Joan’s favorite part of being an agent is meet-
ing members and prospective members. She is enthusiastic about telling others 
what KJZT Family Life offers - not only financially, but also socially, spiritu-
ally, and fraternally.

1st Quarter
New Member Leader:

John McDermott

Annualized Premium Leader:
Eric Bludau

District I Social
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2020 75-Year Pin Recipients
DISTRICT I
1 YOAKUM
ELIZABETH BENNETSEN
2 HALLETTSVILLE
JO ANN HARTMAN
FRANCES E HENRICHS
PATRICIA A FABIAN
5 SHINER
PATRICIA MUELLER
MARIE A SEKULA
MARGARET L PESEK
ANGELINE PARAMORE
PATRICIA SIMMONDS
12 SWEET HOME
EVELYN OPELA
DOROTHY BOEHM
BERNICE BUJNOCH
ANNETTE PESEK
FRANCES GERLICH
LOUISE R JURENA
14 MOULTON
MARIAN VYVJALA
CHARLENE C HOHLT
MARIAN KRAM
37 HOCHHEIM
JEANNETTE DUNN
53 WIED
LOIS R PILAT
RITA A VOELKEL

DISTRICT II
4 PRAHA 
HELEN WIEDEMANN
MARGARET TUMLINSON
7 DUBINA
WILLIE MAE KRISTYNIK
PATRICIA (HILSHER) SAUM
JANE LEE DUSEK
ROSE MARIE KOBZA
DOROTHY MAE BERGER
24 AMMANNSVILLE
GERALDINE J MENSIK
VIRGINIA HOLUB
44 MORAVIA
DOROTHY A KLAPUCH
PATRICIA UPCHURCH
JEANETTE JUROCEK DALTON

66 WEIMAR
DOROTHY MIKSCH
PATRICIA M MUSEMECHE
BONITA M SALES
SOPHIE L LOESSIN
MARY JO (BOEER) STEVENS
83 FLATONIA
RITA J NOVAK

DISTRICT III
17 NADA
RITA GAVRANOVIC
47 INDUSTRY
LIBBY GEISTMANN

DISTRICT IV
34 HOBSON
GRACE E HONS
IRENE SPEED
40 POTH
MARY L FRIESENHAHN
MARY A PITTMAN
75 JOURDANTON
THERESA R KENNEDY
MARY ANN VYVLECKA
LILLIAN F COOPER
	
DISTRICT V
23 HOSTYN
AMALIE CERNOSEK
GEORGIA EMERSON
CECILIA BANSE
31 LA GRANGE
ELIZABETH BLAHA
ROSE RECEK
EMILIE CERNOCH
ADELINE KOEHL
69 SMITHVILLE
MARY JACOBS
THERESA ZEZULKA
MARY BLACKLEDGE
KATHERINE KARISCH

DISTRICT VI
46 CORPUS CHRISTI
MARY REEVES
BERNICE MARTINI

DISTRICT VII
134 LUBBOCK
LUCILLE KVETON

DISTRICT VIII
22 WALLIS
MARY SEBESTA
DOLORES LUCHAK
CHARLENE A VIACLOVSKY
30 EAST BERNARD
MARGARET VACEK
GEORGIA LOSACK
VERONICA M DORRIS
ROSALIE K MILLSAP
AGNES MINKS
FLORENCE CHERNOHORSKY
DOROTHY M DYBALA
JEANETTE HEITMAN
BARBARA HICKL
42 SEALY
LUDMILA A JALOWY
GEORGIA CERNY
HENRIETTA A RYCHLIK
49 NEEDVILLE
ROSALIE MEYER
LILLIAN STEFFEK
DOROTHY WIEGHAT
77 ROSENBERG
LORRAINE WYGRYS OLSEN
BERNADETTE M DYER
ALICE D FAGERT

DISTRICT IX
43 GANADO
WILLIE MAE VOELKEL
KATHRYN A WESSELSKI
72 EL CAMPO
EVELYN DORNAK
MARTHA HUBENAK
LILLIE CERVENKA
MARY ANN KUCERA
MARTHA MAREK
GERALDINE TROCHTA
ELLA MERTA
MARGARET SULAK MAREK
GLORIA KRPEC
CELINE CORDARY

DIANA TENANT
101 VICTORIA
DOROTHY REHAK
ROSE BROWN
MELICENT BRYARLY
PATRICIA DYSON
111 EDNA
AGNES GABRYSCH

DISTRICT X
11 WEST
DOLORES TOBOLA
EVELYN CHUDEJ
LUCILLE SULAK
DOROTHY HAJEK
SHEILA BIEDERMANN
16 ENNIS
MARY PRASLICKA
GEORGIE ZABOJNIK
VERA BETIK
IRENE PRACHYL
PAULINE LANICEK
BETTY VALEK
PATRICIA HILL
JANNETTE HOLEY
NANCY NEUENSCHWANDER
MARILYN WALKER
EVELYN SVEHLAK
45 TOURS
FRANCES BUCHANAN
59 FORT WORTH
ELIZABETH LOYD
JANIE BROWN
104 ABBOTT
JOSEPHINE KOZLOVSKY
108 DALLAS
WILLIE JANECKA
LUCILLE MATOUS
117 WACO
EDNA KNAPP

DISTRICT XI
15 CORN HILL
DOROTHY TOMASEK
18 GRANGER
JOYCE DOMSCH
LORETTA REMMERT
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Membership and other merit pins are presented 
at District Socials. Pin recipients will receive invitations to 

their District Social so they may be honored. 
We hope you can all join us at the social in your area!

Note: 50-Year/75-Year Membership Pins will only be 
mailed upon request.

Congratulations to the 
2020 75-Year Pin Recipients!
 Thank you for your membership!

19 TAYLOR
JO ANN TATUM
BERNADETTE VANEK
STEPHANIE MATLOCK
21 MARAK
ALICE HAJDA
ELIZABETH PERRY
CHARLOTTE RAMM
LINDA BROOKS
CAROLINE GELNER
93 AUSTIN
ADELINE JACKSON
EILEEN ROSIPAL
135 AUSTIN
MARY RICHBURG

DISTRICT XII
6 BRYAN
KATHERINE AKIN
PATRICIA COBB

District Socials

  ALL MEMBERSALL MEMBERS of KJZT Family Life and their families are in-
vited to attend District Socials. Merit Pins of Recognition are pre-
sented, we honor members who have passed away, Junior members 
are recognized, and a meal will be provided. 
  Come join us for fellowship with your fellow KJZT members!

District II: 83 Flatonia - Rescheduled to August 9th

District III: 47 Industry - July 26th

District IV: 75 Jourdanton - October 4th

District V: 20 Cistern - September 20th

District VI: 89 Sinton - May 3rd

District VIII: 29 Frydek - August 30th

District IX: 101 Victoria - June 6th

District XI/XII: 130 Georgetown - May 16th

District XV: 124 Texas City - Postponed

District XVI: 114 Houston - August 1st

More details coming soon!

DISTRICT XV
115 FREEPORT
GEORGIA BUTLER
PATRICIA WAKEFIELD
124 TEXAS CITY
HENRIETTA FEE
ROSALIE WRIGHT
RITA JEAN WICHLEP

DISTRICT XVI
32 HOUSTON 
AGNES WILSON
PATRICIA VOGELSANG
99 BAYTOWN
LOUISE SMITH
114 HOUSTON
MARIE TUPA
125 HOUSTON
MILADY KUCERA
MARY HAJDIK

JOIN US!

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, all District Socials are currently 
cancelled/postponed until further notice. Below is the original schedule. 

Should your Social date remain on schedule, pin recipients and Societies 
will be mailed invitations. Members should also visit our website at 

www.kjzt.org and our Facebook page for any updates.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a 
month on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members 
and each other’s intentions.



75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R in front) are Louise Jurena, Margaret Pesek, and Elizabeth Bennetsen. Pictured (L to 
R in back) are Mary Ann Kacir, Marian Kram, Dorothy Boehm, Francis Gerlich, and Annette Pesek.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R in front) are Palmira Sanchez, Alice Nunez, Diane Munson, Kay Kasper, and Monica 
Peters. Pictured (L to R in back) are Denise Leist, Elizabeth Filip, Camille (Schindler) Bucklin, Karen 
Pustak, and Jennifer Golsch.

District I Junior Representative
Pictured (L to R) are District I Junior Representative - Kade Leist of Society No. 5 Shiner, and State 
Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick.
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Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Mary Ann Rother for 14 Moulton, Anna Wigginton for 
37 Hochheim, Jennifer Golsch for 2 Hallettsville, Helen Janak for 53 Wied, Deberah Konvicka for 3 
St. Mary’s, Gladys Hermes for 12 Sweet Home, Helen Manning for 1 Yoakum, Rita Kurtz for 5 Shiner, 
and President/CEO Pam Strickland.

District News
District I Social

The District I Social was held on March 2, 2020. The Social was hosted by 
KJZT Society No. 2 Hallettsville and was attended by over 140 attendees. State 
Director Joyce Kurtz, President/CEO Pam Strickland, VP/Insurance Services 
Catherine Sylvester, State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and 
Sales and Events Manager Deborah Kaspar were present. Hosting Society Of-
ficers of the Day were Chaplain Msgr. John Peters, President Jennifer Golsch, 
Vice-President Mary Ann Janca, Secretary Renee Hardt and Treasurer Mary 
Ann Pavliska. Other special guests in attendance included Sales Agents Joy 
Kovar, Eric Bludau and Kevin Kroos. 

A Memorial Service recognizing 29 members who have passed away was held. 
The District I Junior Representative, Kade Leist of Society No. 5 Shiner, was 
awarded a certificate and a gift for all of his hard work during the past year. 
Juniors who placed in the 2019 State Photo Competition were also presented 
awards. Fifty-year and Seventy-five year membership pins were handed out to 
this year’s recipients of the District.

Everyone was happy to join together and celebrate the accomplishments of Dis-
trict I members on this day. Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus pandemic 
sweeping the world, KJZT Family Life has had to cancel/postpone the rest of 
the 2020 District Socials until further notice. When it is safe to do so, the Fra-
ternal will announce any dates that will be rescheduled. Until that point in time, 
we will miss seeing everyone at their District Socials, but we hope to see you in 
the future at the rescheduled events in your area.



100% Family Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R in front) are Kenzie, Kayla, and Madelyn Kurtz. Pictured (L to R in back) are Amanda 
and Jason Kurtz.

100% Family Pin Recipient
Pictured (L to R in front) are Darren and Alex Jurena. Pictured (L to R in back) are Greg Jurena and 
12 Sweet Home Junior Director Diana Jurena.

$25 Gift Card Winners
Pictured in front is Sally Machacek. Pictured (L to R in back) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Jennifer 
Golsch, Kade Leist, Mary Honish, and President/CEO Pam Strickland.
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District News

Society No. 5 Shiner Juniors
Pictured (L to R in front) are Joseph Davis, Julianna Davis, Seryna Garza, Gage Janak, and Cierra 
Shaver. Pictured (L to R in back) are Quinn Janak, Conner Shaver, Junior Director Denise Leist, Colt 
Janak, and District I Junior Representative Kade Leist.

Society No. 12 Sweet Home Juniors
Pictured (L to R in front) are Kayla Kurtz and Kenzie Kurtz. Pictured (L to R in back) are State Direc-
tor/12 Sweet Home Vice-President Joyce Kurtz, Madelyn Kurtz, Alex Jurena, Darren Jurena, and 
Junior Director Diana Jurena.

Society No. 14 Moulton Juniors
Pictured in front is Sally Machacek. Pictured (L to R in back) are Junior Director Alice Leonard, Julia 
Machacek, and 14 Moulton President Jennifer Machacek.
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Society News
The Society held their annual 
Christmas party and had a 

speaker, welcomed a new member, and elected officers.

Pictured (middle) is Austin County Commissioner Chip Reed who 
came to speak to the Society.

Pictured are members that attended the Christmas party, includ-
ing newest member Isabella Casas.

Pictured are the elected leaders for 29 Frydek.

29 Frydek
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The Society held their 1st Quar-
terly meeting on February 9, 2020 

at St. Mary’s School Chapel after Mass. The meet-
ing opened with President Georgia Cerny leading  
the prayers for living and deceased members. The 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. Roll 
call of officers. All were present.
  Secretary Nancy Jasek read the minutes of the Oc-

4 Praha

tober meeting. She also read correspondence from 
the State Office. There were 15 CEF enrollments 
and 1 cheer card was sent. Treasurer Pat Masek gave 
the financial report. No old business.
  New Business: The Society took part in Catholic 
Schools Week at St. Rose School in Schulenburg 
with a monetary gift and a donation of baked cook-
ies. Members were happy to participate. The Presi-
dent reminded everyone to talk to people about 
becoming a member of KJZT Family Life as the 
Society needs new members. There was no other 
business to be discussed. The meeting closed with 
the Memorare. 

On February 27, 2020, 20 mem-
bers and friends of KJZT Society  

6 Bryan, attended the 40 Days for Life annual fun-
draising event at the Expo Center in Bryan. The So-
ciety sponsored two tables and was listed as a main 
Table Sponsor in the program, donating $1,000 this 
year as a Society. 
  In 1998, Planned Parenthood opened the first abor-
tion facility in Brazos Valley. In response, thousands 
of community members joined together to form Co-
alition for Life. In 2004, the Coalition launched 40 
Days for Life, an initiative of prayer, fasting, peace-
ful vigils, and community outreach. 40 Days for Life 
has since grown, mobilizing one million volunteers 
across the world. As a result, 16,742 babies’ lives 
have been saved from abortion, 191 workers have 
quit the abortion industry, and 104 abortion centers 
have closed—the first of which was the PP in Bryan.
  There is something new at the 40 Days for Life 
facility. There is a Memorial to the Unborn. There 
are 6,400 crosses that represents 6,400 babies at this 
very location where 40 Days for Life began. The 
babies represented inspire this campaign to spread 
around the world as a “voice for the voiceless.” This 
Memorial is a call to action to every community 
where abortion takes place. For more information, 
visit: www.40daysforlife.com.
  There were four speakers at the dinner. Shawn Car-
ney, President/CEO, 40 Days for Life. Shawn began 
as a college student pro-life volunteer while at Texas 
A&M University. Shawn is one of the most sought-
after pro-life speakers in the U.S. and internation-

6 Bryan

ally. He has produced award-winning pro-life docu-
mentaries and co-authored several pro-life books. 
He and his wife are the parents to eight children.   
  Matt Britton, Board Chair and General Counsel. 
Matt has an expansive legal career, including serv-
ing as a prosecutor, county attorney, international 
counselor, litigator, and international speaker. He 
and his wife also have eight children and three 
grandchildren.
  Sue Thayer, Keynote Speaker, Director of Out-
reach. Sue joined the 40 Days for Life team in 2018 
as director of outreach. She hails from Storm Lake, 
Iowa, where she was a long-time center manager for 
Planned Parenthood. After a direct push from God, 
Sue led a 40 Days campaign outside her former fa-
cility. Within weeks, the abortion center closed. Sue 
has done lots of traveling, sharing her deep pas-
sion for life as well as her insider’s knowledge of 
the abortion industry. As a birth, adoptive and foster 
mom, she adores babies and children. Having come 
full-circle, Sue is living proof that God can forgive 
and save anyone.
  Fr. Paul Felix, Board Member and Chaplain. Fr. 
Paul was born the fourth of six children and raised 
in Houston, Texas, earning his B.A. in Philosophy 
from the University of St. Thomas and Master of Di-
vinity from the University of St. Thomas School of 
Theology, and ordained to the priesthood in 1990. 
He focuses on promoting the gospel of Life and Eu-
charistic Adoration.
  The Pro-Life Movement is a youthful one. It brings 
hope for the future. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Liz Zemanek, Mel Hall, Mary Hovorak, 
and Loretta Lanicek. Pictured (L to R in back) are Irmie Goode, 
Linda Holubec, Pat Moss, and Alisa Zubik.
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The Society hosted an 
appreciation meal for 

the altar servers of Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
and their families on February 9th. Seminarian Sam 
Bass was able to attend and speak to the crowd.

Pictured is Seminarian Sam Bass.

15 Corn Hill

Damon Society Officers at-
tended the District III/Dis-

trict VIII Officer’s Meeting that was held in Sealy.

Pictured (L to R) are Patricia Maroul, Linda Pavlicek, and Carol 
Buchta.

85 Damon

The Society met with St. Jo-
seph’s PTC’s Leslie Chancel-

lor to present a donation. The check presented was 
matching funds from the proceeds raised at the Fall 
Festival Country Store booth that was held in October.  

Pictured (L to R) are Helen Manning, Leslie Chancellor, Judy Bal-
zer, and Virgi Ferrell.

1 Yoakum

The Guardian Angels 
Society No. 114 has 

been busy the first few months of 2020. In January 
for Catholic School Week, members brought break-
fast tacos to the teachers of St. Jerome’s Day School.  
In February, a few of the members and guests en-
joyed the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
ACCW luncheon celebrating 100 Years of Catholic 
Women. And lastly, on March 10th, members deliv-
ered a check to the St. Jerome St. Vincent De Paul  
Food Pantry for their Feeding Families Across Texas 
project.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Mary Kay Dittrich, and 
Society President Irene Dittrich with teachers of St. Jerome’s.

Pictured (sitting L to R) are Sylvia Urbina, Marie Foyt, Georgia 
Cooper, Jeanette Bruegging and Cassie Kelly. Pictured (standing 
L to R) are Beverly Foyt, Annette Kocian, Irene Dittrich, and Msgr. 
Dan Scheel.

Pictured are Georgia Cooper and President Irene Dittrich with vol-
unteers of St. Vincent de Paul.

114 Houston Members took part 
in the Feeding Fami-

lies Across Texas program by donating $400.00 to 
their local food pantry A.M.E.N. (Area Ministries 
for Emergency Needs) in La Grange. They made the 
presentation following their feast day Mass that was 
celebrated at the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday, March 
14th, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  

Pictured (L to R) are Phyllis Chavarria, Jane Lewis, Society Secre-
tary Marilyn Kothmann, A.M.E.N. representative Garry Schellberg, 
Society Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Rose Recek, Beatrice Sumbera, 
Society President Elizabeth Kallus, and Chaplain Fr. Alberto Car-
bajal Madera. 

31 La Grange

The Society held a meeting 
where they discussed a raffle 

and dinner to be held. On the same day, members 
prepared a Lenten meal for parishioners and guests.

Pictured are Bonnie Kocian, Carol Buchta, Linda Pavlicek, Cathy 
Svajda, Kathy Fojtik, and Marilyn Buchta. Not pictured is Patsy 
Maroul.

Pictured (L to R) are Linda Pavlicek, Marilyn Buchta, Carol Bu-
chta, and Patsy Maroul.

85 Damon
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Junior News
On Super Bowl Sunday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2020, the Marak Ju-

niors had a Chip and Dip, and Bake Sale after Mass.  
Every item was sold and the sale made $524.00.  
The Juniors would like to thank their church com-
munity for the support!  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Jett Vaculin, Kenley Harris, Claire 
Kopriva, Kate Kopriva, Ian Brunson, Addison Dach, and Assistant 
Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin. Pictured (L to R in back) are Fa-
ther RanJan Cletus, Chase Hubnik, Lily Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, 
Cade Hubnik, and Junior Director Debbie Vansa.

21 MarakOn February 2nd, the Marak 
Juniors participated in the 

Blessing of Candles and the Procession for the Feast 
of the Presentation of the Lord.  

Pictured (L to R) are Chase Hubnik, Jett Vaculin, Ian Brunson, 
Cade Hubnik, Joe Mueck, Junior Assistant Director Lindsey Vacu-
lin, Junior Director Debbie Vansa, and Tessa Vaculin. Also pic-
tured are altar server Cash Anderle and Father RanJan Cletus.

21 Marak

Junior members led Sta-
tions of the Cross for their 

parish on Friday, February 28th. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Quintin Kaska, Molly Lucas, Audrey 
Pustejovsky, Camille Kaska, Mabry Sustala, Addison Pustejovsky, 
Izzy Haferkamp, Joel Lucas, Lucas Haferkamp and Lola Jaska. 
Pictured in second row are Grayson Pustejovsky, Johnny Puste-
jovsky, Connor Sullins, Will Gerik, Seth Sustala, Madison Lucas, 
Allison Pustejovsky and David DeBenedictis. Pictured in third row 
are Ally Hanaway, Jocelyn Kolar, Lauren Gerik, Katie Hanaway, 
Molli Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, Mariann Pustejovsky, Riley 
Sustala and Paxton Pustejovsky. 

104 Abbott
West Junior members held their 
monthly meeting on March 15th. 

After the meeting, Juniors made corsages for the 
women residents and boutonnieres for the men resi-
dents of West Rest Haven, Inc. to be given to them 
for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Sherri Zacharias, Nicole Enders, Lau-
ren Scott and Theresa Plsek. Pictured (L to R in back) are Elaine 
Enders, Tanner Marak, Zachary Gerik, Caleb Gerik and Emily Po-
lansky. Not pictured is Jo Polansky.

11 West

KJZT Family Life supports its local Junior Societies. To become involved, KJZT Family Life supports its local Junior Societies. To become involved, 
contact Anne Wick at (979) 263-5317 or contact Anne Wick at (979) 263-5317 or annewick@gmail.comannewick@gmail.com

The first meeting was held on 
January 26, 2020. President 

Lillian Kallus called the meeting to order. She led 
opening prayers and Pledges to the flags. Secretary 
Verlene Kuntschik read the minutes from the October 
meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda gave the financial re-
port. There were eight CEF enrollments. She read a 
thank you from the Diocese of Victoria Seminary En-
dowment Fund. The Feeding Families project by the 
Juniors in November was a success. The donations 
went to AMEN food pantry in La Grange. The parish 
fundraiser was the Chicken Noodle Soup/Bake Sale 
on January 19th which was a great success. Funds 
were given to Young Neighbors in Action and Just 
5 Days youth groups. Dates for 2020 were set for: 
meetings on August 14th and October 10th, Annual 
Mass on August 14th, Community Blood Drive on 
August 27th and Christmas Party on December 5th. 
Members were encouraged to participate in the Su-
per Bowl of Caring, Lenten services and work at the 
AMEN food pantry. The meeting was adjourned and 
closed with the Memorare prayer. 

23 Hostyn

The Society held a 
meeting on January 

26th. President Martha Macha opened the meeting 
with the pledge and three Our Father’s and three Hail 
Mary’s. Minutes were read and the Treasurer’s re-
ports were given. Dates were set for the year’s meet-
ings. New officers were installed by Joyce Horelica. 
They were President Martha Macha, Vice-President 
Elizabeth Prikryl, Secretary Bernice Freudensprung 
and Treasurer Gloria Mican. 
  A check was also presented to Father Orrin Ha-
lepeska from the funds raised by the Society’s bake 
sale. The donation will be used to help remodel the 
bathroom in Holy Rosary Church.

Pictured (L to R) are Father Orrin Halepeska accepting the check 
from President Martha Macha, Vice-President Elizabeth Prikryl, 
Treasurer Gloria Mican, and Secretary Bernice Freudensprung.

77 Rosenberg
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Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

  The 1st District Social of the year was held and 
it turned out to be very successful. A nice group 
of Juniors along with their families, other mem-
bers and spouses attended. The Juniors who at-
tended participated in the Social and displayed 
their exhibit which was a photo of a “Historic 
Landmark”. They were also recognized and pre-
sented awards for participating in the Juniors ac-
tivities throughout the 2019 year. 
Due to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, 

other District Socials that were scheduled have been postponed. At this time, 
there is no information available if/when the Socials will be rescheduled. We 
will keep you informed about the Socials and other activities.
  As of now, Camp Guardian Angel is still being planned for Sunday, June 28th 
thru Wednesday, July 1, 2020. If you know of someone who would be inter-
ested in attending, please let me know. Juniors age 8 thru 17 can attend. It is a 
great opportunity to learn about our Catholic Faith, Czech Heritage, community 
Service and make a lot of new friends along the way. Raffle tickets have been 
mailed out. Juniors can begin selling tickets to help with the cost of camp. They 
can be sold together as a Society or have another fundraiser of their choice. 
Each Junior is asked to sell as many tickets as they can. 
  Hope that you all are staying well and protected from the virus. As always, 
please let me know if there is anything that I can assist you with during this 
uncertain time. In the meantime, thank you for your continued Dedication and 
Service! Help me pray for an end to the Coronavirus pandemic and hopefully 
that the Good Lord will help us get back to our normal routine soon.  

Group A 
1.	 Lily Sylvester
	 - Society No. 4 Praha

2.	 Hannah Crawford
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

3.	 Michael Palermo
	 - Society No. 49 Needville

4.	 Blake Custer
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

5.	 Gage Janak
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

Group 1 
1.	 Charlotte Fleming
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

2.	 Molly Lucas
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

3.	 Bryson Murphy
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

4.	 Cierra Shaver
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

5.	 Michael Huf
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

Group 2
1.	 Joel Lucas
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

2.	 Griffin Janecek
	 - Society No. 101 Victoria

3.	 Alexandra Jurena
 	 - Society No. 12 Sweet Home

4.	 Will Gerik
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

5.	 Jack Leonard
	 - Society No. 14 Moulton

	 Group 3
1.	 Trinity Garza
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

2.	 Caroline Jetton
 	 - Society No. 85 Damon

3.	 Madison Murphy
 	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

4.	 Hunter Knight
 	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

5.	 Connor Shaver
 	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

Group 4
1.	 Katy Hanaway
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

2.	 Lauren Gerik
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

3.	 Kyle Gerik
 	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

4.	 Lydia Pustejovsky
	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

5.	 Allison Murphy
 	 - Society No. 104 Abbott

Scrapbooks
1.	 Society No. 104 Abbott 
2.	 Society No. 23 Hostyn

2019 Junior Division
State Photo and Scrapbook Winners

Junior Spotlight: No. 14 Moulton
Junior members of Society No. 14 
Moulton donated 30 face masks to 
the Lavaca County Medical Hospi-
tal in Hallettsville to help health-
care workers there stay safe. The 
face masks were sewn by member 
Mary Ann Rother with the assis-
tance of the Junior members. The 
Junior members and their Grand-
ma, Mrs. Rother, will continue to 
make masks throughout the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Levi Leonard, 
Ted Machacek, and Jack Leonard. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are Sally Machacek, 
Mary Ann Rother, and Julia Machacek.
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Lydia Hagan is a new member of Society No. 85 
Damon. She is the daughter of LeeAnn Mueck and 
Larry Hagan. Lydia is the granddaughter of Darryl 
and Julia Mueck of Needville.

Brazos Browning is a new member of Society No. 
11 West. He is the son of Aaron and Jessica Brown-
ing. Brazos is the grandson of Kathleen, and the late 
Chuck Horton, and Mary and Dan Mynar. He is the 
great-grandson of Jerome and Lucille Lednicky of 
West, and Helen Pryor of Waco.

Jaxton Joseph Pekar is a new member of Society No. 
5 Shiner. He is the son of Angelette Marie Siegel. 
Jaxton is the grandson of Bernadette and the late 
Donnie Siegel. Jaxton is the great-grandson of Joe 
and Betty Siegel, and Bennie and the late Evelyn 
Novosad.

Sadie, Hannah, and Hallie Ivy are all new members 
of Society No. 11 West. They are the daughters of 
Michelle and Chris Ivy and the granddaughters of 
Kathleen, and the late Chuck Horton, and Debbie 
and Barret Ivy. Their great-grandparents are Jerome 
and Lucille Lednicky, and Aubrey Uptmor.

Junior News
On Friday, March 20th, Junior members from No. 16 Ennis participated in a live stream-
ing of the Stations of the Cross from their parish. Juniors wore their KJZT shirts and 

took a picture to show participation.

Pictured (L to R) are Caleb, Carter, Christopher, and Charlie Houston.

16 Ennis
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
1	 YOAKUM		  DANIEL ERIC JEMELKA			   2/14/2020		  98
1	 YOAKUM		  EUGENE R BARTON				    1/23/2020		  85
4	 PRAHA		  EDITH (OLSOVSKY) KALINA		  11/2/2019	            101
4	 PRAHA		  AGNES (MOLNOSKEY) JASEK		  3/10/2020		  83
5	 SHINER		  CLARENCE R BLUME			   3/4/2020		  82
6	 BRYAN		  BARBARA (HABARTA) STALLINGS		  9/22/2019		  79
6	 BRYAN		  ROSE (KOSTHIA) PUSTEJOVSKY		  1/8/2020		  93
11	 WEST			   KATHERINE (BEZDEK) SULLIVAN		  11/1/2018		  68
11	 WEST			   EVELYN (GERIK) STERNADEL		  2/4/2020		  97
11	 WEST			   TARA (CLEMENTS) SCHULZE		  12/22/2019		  35
11	 WEST			   BETTY (DOLEZAL) ENDER			   3/13/2020		  72
16	 ENNIS			   SHARON (PECHAL) THOMAS		  2/15/2020		  57
27	 CALDWELL		  HELEN (BARTO) JURICA			   2/12/2020		  74
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ANNIE (SVATEK) HEIMANN			   2/9/2020		  97
30	 EAST BERNARD	 CYNTHIA (SKLAR) SELLERS			  2/7/2020		  82
41	 ELLINGER		  CECILIA (SUPAK) GIESE			   12/16/2019		  83
66	 WEIMAR		  BEATRICE (KLOESEL) JALOWY		  2/13/2020		  81
72	 EL CAMPO		  ELAINE EVELYN LUKAS			   2/25/2020		  73
77	 ROSENBERG		  ANNIE (DRABEK) PONCIK			   2/9/2020		  90
93	 AUSTIN		  LAROSE JANE PLENTL			   2/17/2020		  71
99	 BAYTOWN		  EDITH (VECERA) JUENGER			   10/17/1922		  97
99	 BAYTOWN		  DOROTHY MAY KREJCI			   11/14/2019		  77
100	 BAY CITY		  YVONNE (FLUNKERT) NEMEC		  2/3/2020		  91
100	 BAY CITY		  LILLY (RICHERS) CARR			   1/21/2020		  95
108	 DALLAS		  PAULINE (ZABOJNIK) DROZD		  11/28/2019		  87
108	 DALLAS		  EMILIE (ZABOJNIK) BARTO			   1/31/2020		  96
115	 FREEPORT		  HELEN (VACULA) RUSSELL			   12/19/2018		  85
118	 TAFT			   ERVIN CHRISTOPHER PUSTEJOVSKY	 1/30/2020		  88
121	 WICHITA FALLS	 JUDY (OECHSNER) PETERS			   11/15/2019		  78
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 IRENE (GROESBEECK) WETEGROVE	 3/2/2020		  91
125	 HOUSTON		  JOHN LEO MCCLANAHAN			   2/10/2020		  86
127	 ARLINGTON		  MARY ANN (ROESSLER) HARRIS		  1/16/2020		  92

Prayer by State Chaplain Father Gary Janak



KJZT Family Life
Catholic School Tuition Benefit

KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools and believes that all children should have access to a Catholic education. To aid in 
this, KJZT Family Life offers a Catholic School Tuition Benefit for KJZT members who qualify. This is an annual benefit that will 
provide 100 grants of $125 each to students attending Catholic Schools. See below for guidelines. Other rules and restrictions 
may apply.

• The Catholic School Student must be a KJZT Family Life member with life insurance for at least one year.
• The student must be enrolled in a Catholic School, grades K-12 in the Fall of 2020.

• Students will be chosen through a random selection process.
• Parents or Guardians need to complete and submit the Application and Student Verification Form found 

at www.kjzt.org under Member Benefits.
Deadline to have the application and verification form to the State Office is May 29, 2020.


