
KJZT Family Life
Journal

Celebrating 125 Years

   #300 • PUB NO (USPS 585060)
Temple, TX 76501

November/December • 2019

 
      

  

 
 
 One Out of Ten
 .................................. page 3
 
 Year in Review 
 .................................. page 4
 
 Dismiss These Medical Myths
 .................................. page 6
 
 Family FunDay - North
 .................................. page 8
  

 Society News
 ................................ page 10

 Society Spotlight
 ................................ page 12

 Junior News
 ................................ page 17

 Sharing Our Best
 ................................ page 20

 Moments with Msgr. Hybner
 ................................ page 22

Reverend Monsignor Joseph M. Hybner
November 11, 1936 - November 23, 2019

  Reverend Monsignor Joseph M. Hybner, 83, passed away Saturday, November 
23, 2019. He was born November 11, 1936 in Shiner, one of the 9 children born 
to Leo and Josephine (Kurtz) Hybner. 
  Msgr. Hybner served as KJZT State Chaplain from 1993 – 2017. During his 
time as State Chaplain he attended many events, including: Conventions, Board 
Meetings and District Meetings. He worked with Junior members at Camp 
Guardian Angel and presided over Junior Awards Day for many years. Among 
his many duties as State Chaplain, Msgr. Hybner prayed for the Fraternal, its 
members and those enrolled in the Clerical Endowment Fund. Msgr. Hybner 
made it a point to personally sign almost every Perpetual Enrollment certificate 
that left the State Office. He gave religious and general advice on matters of the 
Fraternal. He also offered Mass during Board Meetings.
  Msgr. Hybner was ordained in his hometown church of Sts. Cyril and Metho-
dius, Shiner, Texas, on May 25, 1963. He served as parochial vicar and pastor at 
many parishes during his career. He retired May 27, 2012. Upon his retirement 
in the 49th year of his priesthood, Monsignor Hybner was bestowed the honor 
of being invested the title of Monsignor by Pope Benedict XVI, Supreme Pontiff 
on August 6, 2012. A Catholic priest is given the title of Monsignor by the Pope 
in recognition of outstanding service to the Catholic Church.

  He had two adoration chapels dedicated to him and on February 28, 2016, had a building dedicated in his name at the 
Polka Lovers Club of Texas Museum – Hoelscher Haus on the grounds of the Texas Czech Heritage Cultural Center in 
La Grange, Texas. Monsignor traveled to Rome and the Czech Republic. To say he was proud of his Czech heritage and 
culture is an understatement. He loved sharing stories and brought the gift of laughter to many.
  We can truly say, our time together, was terrific. May his soul rest in peace. 

“I offer my whole day to you, Dear Jesus, for my Salvation 
and the Salvation of all my brothers and sisters of the whole world 

in Peace, Love and Joy! Amen.” 
~ Reverend Monsignor Joseph M. Hybner
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KJZT Family Life Holds Conference:
The Messy Family Project 

with Mike & Alicia Hernon
  On Sunday, November 17th, married couples and parents gathered at The Cathedral Center in Victoria to 
listen to Mike and Alicia Hernon of The Messy Family Project. This free workshop was designed to strengthen 
family relationships and inspire building a Catholic culture in your own home. Free childcare was offered to 
all parents at the event. The attendees listened intently to the Hernon’s while their children were provided with 
many different kinds of fun activities.

  As registrants checked in for the workshop, they were given a KJZT Family Life tote bag with a folder of 
information, a notebook and pen. To start the day, everyone celebrated Mass with State Chaplain Father Gary 
Janak officiating. After Mass, the children were off to play and enjoy the day. The Hernon’s started with ‘Pre-
sentation #1: Messy Parenting 101’ and then ‘Presentation #2: Keeping Love Alive’ was given. Couples had 
time for discussion and questions after each. 

  Everyone then gathered for grace and lunch. During short breaks, KJZT Family Life items were given away 
for door prizes. Parents could also browse the book selection generously brought by the “Heavenly Helpers” 
bookstore from El Campo, Texas. After lunch, guests enjoyed music by Clay Crockett. Clay is a parishioner of 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory in Victoria. A presentation about ‘What is KJZT Family Life?’ was then 
given by President/CEO Pam Strickland.

  In the afternoon, Mike and Alicia covered ‘Presentation #3: Growing a Family Culture’ and answered any 
remaining questions. They also discussed more about their ministry and the services they provide as part of The 
Messy Family Project. 

  We would like to thank members and Society officers of KJZT Society No. 101 Victoria who volunteered to 
assist with lunch and where needed elsewhere at this event.



 During this time of the year, we read and hear a lot about gratitude and thankfulness.  November and December are two months 
in the calendar year when the topic of gratitude is discussed in a more in-depth and voluminous manner. 

 We are aware of the research that indicates gratitude can have a positive impact on our mental well-being and it is certainly an 
important virtue to embrace, as followers of Christ.  In fact, a few years ago, Psychology Today contained an article which named 
seven scientifically proven benefits of practicing gratitude:  1).  Gratitude opens the door to more relationships;  2).  Gratitude im-
proves physical health;  3).  Gratitude improves psychological health;  4).  Gratitude enhances empathy and reduces aggression; 
5). Grateful people are more likely to behave in a pro-social manner, even when others behave less kindly;  6).  Grateful people 
sleep better and;  7).  Gratitude improves self-esteem and enhances overall emotional well-being.  

 Though all of the reasons cited above are important and worth noting, what Jesus himself tells us about gratitude is what matters 
the most.  It was so important to Jesus, while he walked on earth with us, that he makes it a point to refer to the act of gratitude expressed by the one leper who 
returned to offer thanks to him. In fact, Jesus questioned the reason the other nine did not return. 

 Read again the words of the Gospel depicting the cleansing of the ten lepers:  “As he continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and 
Galilee.  As he was entering a village, ten lepers met [him]. They stood at a distance from him and raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”  
And when he saw them, he said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”  As they were going they were cleansed.  And one of them, realizing he had been healed, 
returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan.  Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they 
not? Where are the other nine?  Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”  Then he said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you” 
(Luke 17: 11-19). 

 One out of ten returned to express gratitude to Jesus.  It must have impacted Jesus, for he asked, “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine?  
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”  These three different questions were elicited by Jesus, in response to the nine who did not return 
to offer thanks.  In asking them, Jesus makes clear for us that gratitude is important.  In fact, it can greatly assist us in living a virtuous life.  As Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta once said, “The best way to show your gratitude to God and people is to accept everything with joy....We may not be able to give much, but we can always 
give the joy that springs from a heart that is in love with God.”

 Gratitude draws us closer to God, in that by expressing it we are acknowledging that what we possess originates from God.  When we bow in awe and reverence 
to God, grateful for his gifts to us, we are then more inclined to share those very gifts with one another.  Jesus reminds us, “I have given you a model to follow, so 
that as I have done for you, you should also do” (Jn. 13:15).  Gratitude in our hearts will fill those empty and dark places within us that can just as easily be filled 
with resentment, jealousy and anger.   To paraphrase a rather well-known adage, “Our small hearts are capable of holding whatever we choose to store there:  
resentment or forgiveness; past injuries or present opportunities; envy for what others have or appreciation for all that is ours. Choose gratitude.”

 In this holy season of love and hope, let us be grateful for God’s blessings and share these very gifts with one another.  Remember, only one out of the ten lepers 
returned to express gratitude to Jesus.  Let us always be like the grateful one that returned!  In the Incarnation, Jesus came to us.  May we always go to him and 
do so with grateful hearts!

  A most blessed Christmas season
 to you and a New Year filled with 
       every grace and blessing.

In Christ,
Father Gary Janak
State Chaplain
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain
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Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, and for the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten our homes. May we, like them, be able to live according to the 
family virtues and stand united by the strength of Your love before meeting again 

for eternity in the joy of Your house. Amen.

The Feast of the Holy Family will be celebrated this year on December 29th. 
KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day.
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Fraternal Focus
By Pam Strickland, President/CEO

  This year we celebrated 125 years. In Janu-
ary, our name changed to KJZT Family Life, 
and we began our rebrand campaign. I made a 
commitment to myself and to our membership 
to take positive steps towards our future and 
move our Fraternal forward. It was my goal 
to attend as many Society Officer Meetings, 
District Socials and Statewide Events as I pos-
sibly could. It was a busy year for me, but I 
enjoyed being present within our membership.
  We started the year by showing our sup-

port for Catholic Schools. We encouraged societies to reach out to the Catholic 
Schools in their community during Catholic Schools Week. Several of our soci-
eties took part in the celebration by bringing treats during that week. We are en-
couraging our societies to continue their support during Catholic Schools Week 
next year from January 26 – February 1, 2020. If you’d like to know more about 
how you can participate, call the State Office, and we will give you some ideas.
  In February, the State Officers, State Directors and State Chaplain came to-
gether for a two day retreat to create a more innovative strategic plan. We con-
centrated on Governance, Marketing & Sales, Society Focus and Membership 
Growth. By the end of our retreat we created a more advanced Strategic Plan 
that included goals for five years. We review the strategic plan during every 
quarterly meeting, and we’ve met several of our goals for the year.
  One of our goals was to change the District Meeting format. We changed 
the meeting to a social that acknowledges our society officers hard work and 
celebrates each society in the District’s accomplishments. Along with that, we 
recognize our active junior members, and we honor our deceased members in 
a solemn memorial service. I loved hearing the excitement about our changes. 
We’ve received positive feedback through our surveys, so we will continue this 
format in 2020.
  Another successful goal for the year was to create and implement a Catholic 
School Tuition Benefit for our members who attend Catholic Schools. We re-
ceived 56 applications for the benefit; therefore, every junior member who ap-
plied received the benefit in the amount of $125. We will continue to award 100 
grants through a random selection process every year.
  It was important to the State Officers, State Directors and Father Gary Janak 
to find a way to offer support for families. With the help of Father Gary and his 
support team, we sponsored the Messy Family Project at the Cathedral Center 
in Victoria, Texas on November 17th. The day began with a beautiful Mass, 
fellowship and valuable information designed to strengthen parenting skills and 
create a family culture that will empower family life. The Messy Family Project 
was one of our greatest accomplishments for the year, and it would not have 
been possible without Father Gary and his team, the State Officers, our dedi-
cated staff and the State Directors.
  We also hosted two Family Fun Days in the North and South, held another 

  KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Catherine Sylvester as Vice 
President/Insurance Services, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2020.
  Mrs. Sylvester began her career with KJZT 
Family Life as a college intern in 2006. After 
she graduated from Texas State University in 
December of 2008, she was offered a full time 
position as an Insurance & Annuity Specialist. 
  During her 13 year career with KJZT Family 
Life, she has gained knowledge in the insur-

ance, annuity and IRA industry by attending a variety of training workshops. 
She has worked closely with Pam Strickland, President/CEO, and was eager 
to take on more responsibility within the Insurance and Annuity Department, 
while the Vice President’s office was vacant. Catherine collaborates with our 
Underwriter and works diligently to find ways to make the underwriting process 
more efficient for our sales agents. She takes pride in her customer service and 
enjoys assisting members with any questions they might have regarding their 
life insurance and annuity policies.
  Catherine is a lifetime member and was an active junior member who was 
crowned KJZT State Queen in 2003. As a junior, she took part in numerous 
activities including the Texas Fraternal Congress Youth Spectacular. She contin-
ues to dedicate her time assisting with Camp Guardian Angel, along with other 
statewide events hosted by KJZT Family Life. 

successful summer camp for our junior members, three societies took part in the 
Texas Ramp Project and our Ennis Juniors represented us on our first float at the 
National Polka Festival in Ennis, Texas. I want to thank everyone who came out 
to support and participate in these events.
  We’ve had a very successful year, but we have more work to do. Right now, 
we are searching for a Sales and Events manager who is enthusiastic about the 
Fraternal and is willing to work towards building the foundation of a success-
ful Sales Department. This has been one of our biggest struggles. However, I 
am confident that we will find the right person who will prove to be loyal and 
dedicated to help us succeed.
  As I reflect on 2019, I am proud of our accomplishments and how far we’ve 
come in a short period of time. I want to thank our membership for their support 
throughout the year. We could not have accomplished any of our goals without 
the loyalty of our members. I sincerely appreciate all of the encouragement, 
support, prayers and kind words you’ve offered. I can confidently tell our mem-
bers that every decision that has been made throughout the year has been made 
through thoughtful prayer and in the best interest of the Fraternal. I am pleased 
with the significant progress we’ve made throughout the year. Please continue 
to keep me and our Fraternal in your prayers as we continue our journey.
  I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

Special Announcement

...“Special Announcement”, continued on page 19
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KJZT Family Life
SUPPORTS

  National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Catholic 
education in the United States. Now entering its 46th anniversary year, CSW is  
traditionally held the last week in January. From January 26 to February 1, 
2020, the National Catholic Educational Association will host the traditional 
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Schools typically observe the week with 
Masses, assemblies and other activities for students, families, parishioners and 
community members. Through these events, schools focus on the value 
Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to our 
churches, our communities and our nation. 
  Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strengthening 
its members lives through Catholic faith and community service. Join us in 
showing your local Catholic school that KJZT Family Life supports them.
  In 2019, we had Societies participate in CSW and we want more in 2020! 
Society No. 6 Bryan brought “Koffee & Kolache” to the teachers and staff of 
their local Catholic school. They were very appreciative! Society No. 31 La 
Grange offered cookies during lunch at the school’s Parent/Grandparent 
Luncheon. Finally, Society No. 93 Austin offered snacks, promotional items 
and brochures at their school’s “Pride Day”.
  Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate CSW with 
us. You can do any of the above activities or celebrate with your own ideas! 
  Send us a picture and story about how you and your Society celebrated your 
local Catholic School so we can publish it and share it with the publications of 
your Diocese. We look forward to hearing about your projects!

Here’s a part of what it takes:
	 •  You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVI Regular General 	
	 Convention.
		  o  Officers of the Society or Members who attend society 	
		  meetings regularly and are eligible according to the By	-	
		  laws shall be elected as Delegate or Alternates.
	 •  Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of 	
	 five years.

Board of Directors - According to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of 
Directors shall have the following responsibilities and duties:
	 •  Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special 	
	 General Convention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials 	
	 in their assigned districts.
	 •  Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State 	
	 of Texas.
	 •  May initiate changes and amendments to the Fraternal’s Bylaws 	
	 and Rules and Regulations as needed to comply with State Laws and 	
	 Regulations. 
	 •  Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution 	
	 and Bylaws and Rules and Regulations.
	 •  Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the 	
	 Fraternal.
	 •  Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the busi-	
	 ness of the Fraternal.

State Directors - In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated 
under the Board of Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties 
and responsibilities:
	 •  Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the 
	 districts	assigned and assist each individual society in their districts in 	
	 understanding and carrying out the Fraternal Program.
	 •  Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
	 •  Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, 	
	 crisis and/or need arises.
	 •  Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, 	
	 investments and fraternalism.
	 •  Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an ex-	
	 emplary Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life 	
	 members spiritually and fraternally.

Qualifications for State Directors 
	 •  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer 	
	 skills, ability to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledge-	
	 able of social media.

	 •  Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance 		
	 Counselor (FIC) designation upon 18 months of taking office and be 	
	 responsible for keeping its status current; be knowledgeable of life in-	
	 surance basics, concepts, plans and applications.
	 •  Must enroll in insurance classes and complete classes within six 	
	 months of taking office.
	 •  Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life 	
	 meetings as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
	 •  Must be able to be bonded.

If you are interested in becoming a State Director and would like more 
information, please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email 
to info@kjzt.org.

Do you have what it takes to be a 
State Director for KJZT Family Life?
You could earn an annual income of $ 22,703.
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  Myth: Teething causing fever in a young child. 
Most mothers have heard or been told that a baby’s 
fever might be from those teeth coming in. Doc-
tors have studied this issue well and there aren’t 
good studies to show that teeth coming in cause a 
fever in a young child. If the baby appears ill, it’s 
best to have the child checked for other causes of 
fever that the doctor can identify.
  Myth: Those vaccines cause the flu (or even 

autism). This is a prominent misconception that is patently false. Our bodies 
can develop a low-grade fever or mild case of “not feeling good,” but the flu 
shot can’t cause the flu. The body’s immune response may lead to these mild 
symptoms, but since the flu vaccine is made from dead virus, it’s just impossible 
to get the flu illness from the vaccine. It also bears repeating that other child-
hood vaccines do NOT cause autism. This myth likely started in 1998 when an 
article appeared with parents of eight children with autism said they believed 
their children acquired autism after receiving the MMR (vaccine against mea-
sles, mumps, and rubella). This myth has done great disservice to successful 
vaccination programs in the United States, and is likely one reason we’ve seen 
a resurgence of measles outbreaks recently. A 2002 study reported in the New 
England Journal of Medicine of 530,000 children found no link between autism 
and childhood vaccinations.
  Myth: Cold weather can make you sick. Apparently this myth is common 
around the world but it is just not true. The temperature or being under a ceiling 
fan with wet hair does not lead to illness and does not make us more suscep-
tible to a cold or the flu. These viral illnesses may be more common during the 
colder times of the year, but the coldness of the temperature we are exposed to 
doesn’t lead to the illness. Some doctors speculate that these viral illnesses may 
be spread easier when people spend more time indoors during the colder times 
of the year.
  Myth: Sugar makes kids wild. This is another common parental misconcep-
tion. A study was reported in the Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology in 1994 
with kids given Kool-Aid having artificial sweetener with no sugar. Half of the 
parents were told it contained sugar and the other half were told the truth. The 
parents who thought their kids were having a sugar high reported their chil-
dren were more uncontrollable and overactive, even though sensors on the kids’ 
showed normal or subdued activity levels. Foods or drinks with a lot of sugar 
are often given during holidays or birthday parties when rules are more lax and 
these factors might explain some of the myth of sugar hyperactivity.
  Myth: You need to drink 8 glasses of water per day. Most of us are not in 
an ongoing dehydrated state. The fact is our bodies are very good at regulating 
fluid and salt levels most of the time. This myth may have started in 1945 when 
a nutrition board recommended taking in about 2.5 liters of water per day (about 
8 glasses) and this was widely reported in the media. What was left out from the 

Dismiss These Medical Myths!
By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser Let’s Connect! - $125 Prize

-January: Darlene Simcik, #117 Waco
-February: Judy Balzer, #1 Yoakum
-March: Mary K Marusak, #130 Georgetown
-April: Eileen Rosipal, #93 Austin
-May: Rose Marie Janak, #72 El Campo
-June: Carol Zann, #125 Houston
-July: Mary Sheblak, #111 Edna
-August: Eileen Rosipal, #93 Austin
-September: Marisa Lander-Kapavik, #11 West
-October: Evelyn C. Miller, #83 Flatonia
-November: Pauline Kloesel, #37 Hochheim

BIG Giveaway - $25 Prize
-January: Michael Guresky, #89 Sinton
-February: Theresa Ahlschlager, #31 La Grange
-March: Christopher Hovde, #11 West
-April: Cheryl Stone, #34 Hobson
-May: Leon Rieger, #48 Cameron
-June: Nancy Lattimore, #38 San Antonio
-July: Kelsey Hornung, #21 Marak
-August: Laura Short, #7 Dubina
-September: Evelyn Buenger, #49 Needville
-October: Sandra Campbell, #117 Waco
-November: Lydia Mousner, #6 Bryan

Visit www.kjzt.org today to enter 
for your chance to win!

Contest Winners!

board’s report was that much of this fluid taken in daily comes from the food we 
eat. So the proper recommendation should be to drink or eat about 8 glasses of 
fluid a day. This is pretty easily accomplished when considering foods with high 
water content and fluids from other drinks such as coffee and milk, for example.

“Dismiss These Medical Myths!”, by Dr. Ralph Wagner, continued from previous column...

“Dismiss These Medical Myths!”, by Dr. Ralph Wagner, continued in next column...
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Refer us to your Family and Friends for a chance
to win $125 each month!

You are entered one time for every referral you send in, whether the person joins KJZT or not! All we ask is that you make sure the person you are recom-
mending is aware that we will be calling to invite them to be part of us! Who can you recommend? KJZT membership is open to everyone no matter what their 
religious status is. Remember, the more people you recommend, the better your chances of winning! All qualified entries count! For more information, call the 
State Office or go to www.kjzt.org.

A Qualified Referral means that the person you are referring is aware that an agent will be contacting them about joining KJZT Family Life. The referral will 
be given to a KJZT agent to set up an appointment. The Sales Department will keep track of all referrals submitted. Every referral submitted is entered into 
our monthly drawing!

Contest Rules: Contest runs from January 1 – December 31, 2019
•	 Agents, State Office Staff, Directors, Officers and any members of their households are not eligible for prize drawings.
•	 Winners must agree to have their names and likenesses used in KJZT ads and promotions. Members should contact anyone they refer and advise them 
	 an agent will be contacting them offering KJZT life insurance and annuity products. If KJZT finds that a member is submitting names without advising 
	 the referral beforehand, that member will be declared ineligible. Rules are administered through the KJZT State Office and can be changed at any time.

I want to invite                          			      to connect with KJZT Family Life. 

I am                          			    of Society No.                          		

You can contact this Prospective Member at: Phone                          		             Email                          	              

Address                          			                                                                 

I, a current member, can be reached at: Phone                          		             Email                          	              

Scholarships m People Helping People Program m Feeding Families Across Texas m Volunteer Opportunities in Parishes & Communities m 

KJZT Family Life     PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760     1-888-253-2338     info@kjzt.org     www.kjzt.org

m Camp Guardian Angel m Whole Life Insurance m Term Insurance m 30/30 YES Plan m Senior Life Insurance m Tax-Deferred Annuities m

m
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nd
ow
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en
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un
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orial Scholarship Fund  

Houston
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San Antonio Dallas
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LubbockLet’s Connect!
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  KJZT Family Fun Day – North was held on Sunday, November 3, 2019 in Ennis, Texas. Families and friends joined together for Mass that morning at St. John 
Nepomucene Church. Everyone then gathered at Ennis All Star Bowl for a day of fun! 
  As members checked in, they were entered into a drawing to win three $125 gift cards to celebrate the Fraternal’s 125 years! While attendees enjoyed their deli-
cious lunches provided by KJZT Family Life, door prizes were drawn. State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick and State Director Sally Long spun the 
prize wheel where anyone could win a KJZT prize, a Sonic gift card or an All Star Bowl gift certificate! The $125 gift card winners were announced later and the 
lucky names drawn were Elsie Marak, Mary Liska, and Amber Flores. Congratulations, ladies!
  Also on hand to help teach some fun Czech words to the Junior members present were Steavy Jakubik and her daughter Renee Valek. Steavy and Renee own the 
Czech Heritage Shop in Ennis and have offered European Tours for over 20 years which many KJZT members have enjoyed. 
  Afterwards, families and friends dispersed to go bowling, play laser tag, play arcade games and delighted in each other’s company.
  Thank you to the over 100 attendees who made the day a success. Thanks especially to Ennis All Star Bowl for being so accomodating to our large group and 
their staff who did an excellent job.

KJZT Family Funday - NORTH 



Lauren Gerik was recently selected by the McLennan-Hill Chapter of the Czech 
Heritage Society of Texas as the 2019-2020 Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak 
Queen. Her Czech Little Sister is Sarah Alexander. Lauren was crowned by 
Lydia Pustejovsky, 2019 Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen and outgoing 2018-
2019 Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak Queen. Sarah was crowned by Lydia’s 
Czech Little Sister, Allison Pustejovsky. These four young ladies are all active 
Juniors in KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott. 

Congratulations!
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Calendar of Events
December 24 - 26
The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays. 

December 29
Holy Family Feast Day. “Lord, you intended for the Holy Family to be an ex-
ample for all, and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes. May we, like them, 
be able to live according to the family virtues and stand united by the strength 
of Your love before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. Amen.”

December 31, 2019 and January 1, 2020
The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

January 15
Deadline for January/February 2020 issue of the KJZT Family Life Journal. 

January 26 - February 1
Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the U.S. 

March 1
Bexar County Czech Heritage Society is sponsoring a dance with Mark Halata 
and Texavia from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Admission is $10. Ages 14 and under are free. 
Everyone is welcome for fun and refreshments. Martinez Social Club, 7791 FM 
1346 at FM 1516, San Antonio. www.bexarcountyczechheritagesociety.com

March 2
Deadline for KJZT Scholarship Applications to be turned in to the State Office.

Other News

State Directors 
Attend Reception

State Directors Joyce Kurtz 
and Arlene Cloyd attended 
the 30th Anniversary recep-
tion of the Velvet Revolution. 
It was hosted by the American 
Friends Of The Czech Repub-
lic on November 16, 2019 at 
the Casino Hall in La Grange.
  Since its founding in 1995, the American Friends of the Czech Republic has 
been the voice of the American constituency supporting the Czech people.
  In 1989, the Czech people broke free of fifty years of Nazi and Communist 
domination and set out to create a free, democratic and prosperous future.
  Well known to KJZT, Retta Slavik Chandler was awarded the “Civil Society 
Vision Award” for her leadership in promoting and celebrating the heritage of 
Texans of Czech Ancestry. Retta has been the president of The Texas Czech 
Heritage and Cultural Center since its founding in 1997.

Abbott Junior Members Crowned 
Czech-Slovak Queen and Czech Little Sister

Pictured (L to R) are Sarah Alexander, Lauren Gerik, Lydia Pustejovsky, and Allison Pustejovsky.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Retta 
Chandler, and State Director Arlene Cloyd.

Members Celebrate 
60th Anniversary

  Patrick and Bernice Ermis of 
Georgetown, Texas celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversa-
ry on August 30th, 2019 with 
friends and family.
  They were married on Au-
gust 30th, 1959 in St Mary’s 
Catholic Church in High Hill, Texas where Bernice grew up. St Mary’s is one 
of the churches on the Painted Churches tour. They also celebrated their 50th 
anniversary there in 2009.
  They have a son, Mark, a daughter Susan Kingsbury, and a granddaughter Brit-
tany Snead. The Ermis’s moved to Georgetown, Texas in 2000.  
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Society News
St. Elizabeth Society No. 6 in Bry-
an hosted a Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner for its 21st Annual Community Fundraiser 
Garage Sale volunteers on Wednesday, September 
25, 2019, at the St. Joseph Church Parish Activity 
Center at 6:30 p.m. Thirty people attended, includ-
ing our Pastor, our Chaplain, officers, members, 
parishioners, friends and recipients of the donations 
from the sale.
 After blessing before the meal given by Father Steve 
Sauser, the dinner catered by Sloppy Joe’s of Bryan 
served delicious chicken spaghetti, green beans, sal-
ad, garlic bread, peach cobbler, and banana pudding.  
Refreshments and spirits were also served.
 Liz Zemanek, Secretary, offered a reading of 
thanksgiving to the group in appreciation of their 
hard work and deliberations for the Garage Sale 
held this past Labor Day, September 2, 2019, at the 
St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School facilities. 
Many of those present related their personal experi-
ences of the Garage Sale to the others, with some 
recommendations for next year’s sale.
  The sale cleared $8,500, and donations from our 
Society were presented to the following, who ac-
cepted the funds on behalf of their respective organi-
zations: $3,500 to Dennis Macha, Director of Red-C 
Catholic Radio; $2,000 to Jim Rike, Principal of St. 
Joseph Catholic Elementary School; $1,000 to Ja-
nine Barry, Science Education at St. Joseph Catholic 
High School; $1,000 to Rev. Steve Sauser, Pastor, 
St. Joseph Catholic Church; and $1,000 sent to 40 
Days for Life for their upcoming fundraiser banquet.
 Each of the recipients present told a little bit about 
their organization as they accepted their gift. They 
appreciated having the money for much needed 
equipment and other items for the radio station, 
schools and church.
 It was very heart-warming to know how much our 
annual garage sale helps so many people, and hope-
fully it will be held each Labor Day weekend as long 
as we are able to recruit eager volunteers.
Liz Zemanek, Secretary/Reporter

6 Bryan

The Society held the country 
store at St. Philip’s Picnic on 

Sunday, September 29th, 2019. KJZT members and 
parish ladies donated baked goods, plants, and other 
items. Several shifts of workers took turns working 
the store for this parish fundraiser. 

Pictured (L to R) are Delores Dornak, Betty Parma, Rose Marie 
Janak, Bettie Konvicka, Kathy and Geraldine.

72 El Campo

The Society made a dona-
tion of $200 to Father Melvin 

Dornak, Pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Caldwell, Texas. The donation was made to help Fa-
ther Dornak purchase items for his kitchen. 

Pictured (L to R) are Frances Kacer, Mary Harris, Father Melvin 
Dornak, Janet Henningan, and Carmel Almaraz.

27 Caldwell

Pictured are Officers of KJZT No. 6 and Donation Recipients (L 
to R) - Dennis Macha, Director Red-C Catholic Radio; Alisa Zu-
bik, Treasurer; Helen Metzer, President; Liz Zemanek, Secretary/
Reporter/Sales Rep.; Janine Barry, Science Educator, St. Joseph 
Catholic High School; Rev. Steve Sauser, Pastor, St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, Bryan; Jim Rike, Principal St. Joseph Catholic 
School; and Monsignor John McCaffrey, Chaplain and Pastor 
Emeritus, St. Joseph Catholic Church, Bryan.

The Society met on Octo-
ber 9th, 2019, for a meeting 

and social. Thirty-eight members, Father Michael 
Rother, and special guest State Director Betty Vacek 
attended the event. President Janet Holub welcomed 
all and led the opening prayers. A catered meal of 
fried chicken, mashed potatoes, veggies, and peach 
cobbler was enjoyed by all. A short meeting was 
held where officers were elected by acclamation for 

72 El Campo

another year. Betty Vacek gave a short talk. Rose 
Marie Janak, Secretary, thanked members for bak-
ing and working the country store, the Society’s 
Parish fundraiser at St. Philip’s Picnic on Septem-
ber 29th, 2019. The evening was enjoyed by all. The 
next meeting is January 14th, 2020.

Society Officers presented a 
check for $638.25 to the St. 

Mary’s Altar Society. The donation came from the 
Knights of Columbus Festival held on March 3rd, 
2019. The money was raised from the Cake Wheel 
plus the matching funds from the State Office. This 
was the Society’s People Helping People Parish 
Fundraiser.

Pictured (L to R) are Janet Hennigan, Eleanora Mynar - President 
of St. Mary’s Altar Society, Francis Kacer, and Mary Harris.

27 Caldwell



Page 11KJZT Family Life JournalNovember/December 2019

Pictured are Linda Pavlicek, 
President of Fort Bend Czech 

Heritage Society, State Director Arlene Cloyd, and 
Shirley Meyer, Secretary of Fort Bend Czech Heri-
tage Society. Arlene presented a talk on the life of 
the KJZT.

85 Damon

Society members gathered to-
gether before 5 p.m. Mass on 

Saturday, October 5, 2019, to recite the Rosary for 
the unborn.

  The Hostyn Catholic Daughters of America chap-
ter  sponsored the Fatima Rosary Rally on Saturday, 
October 12th, 2019 at 11:45 a.m. at the Gazebo in 
La Grange. Members attended the ceremony that 
opened with song Immaculate Mary followed by 
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Angelus, Holy 
Rosary with Fatima Prayers after each decade, Total 
Consecration Prayer, Divine Praises and closed with 
O’ Sanctissima song.

23 Hostyn On September 27th, 2019, the 
Society hosted its People Helping 

People Community Blood Drive. Members donated 
cookies to give to the blood donors. 

Organizing the event were (pictured L to R) President Lillian Kal-
lus, Treasurer Helen Janda, and Secretary Verlene Kuntschik.

23 Hostyn

On Sunday, October 20, 2019, the 
Society presented a check to the St. 

Vincent de Paul of Guardian Angel Catholic Church 
in Wallis. The funds originated from a Bake Sale 
held earlier in the year. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Kulhanak, John and Adela Wadephul, 
Donald Hodges, Eileen Parks, Lauren Kulhanak, and Judith Mi-
chulka.

22 Wallis

The Society sponsored 
the Country Store 

booth at their recent Bazaar.

Pictured are Martha Viktorin and Susie Hillmann at the booth and 
pricing items.

30 East Bernard

The Society was involved 
with the parish fundraiser 

on Sunday, October 20th, on the parish grounds. It 
was a beautiful day for a bazaar!

Pictured in front are Gail Courtemanche, Claire Courtemanche, 
Kathy Karisch, Gena Dawson, Betty Blaha, Carmen Hoskins, 
Cally Tomlin, and Rebecca Dawson. Pictured in back are Jaycee 
Dawson, Tracey Zetka, and John Blaha.

Pictured are members working in the booth.

69 Smithville

Students of St. Mary’s Catholic School 
in West collected over 1,300 items for 

the Church of the Assumption Food Pantry. The 
food pantry is sponsored by the West Society.  The 
items were presented by the 8th graders after Mass 
on Thursday, November 14th to Society members.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Joyce Nors, Michael Yanez, Shane 
Adams, Claire Kubitza, Hanna Kendrick, Hannah Ivy, Ben Brown 
Dolores Sykora and Delois Earl. Pictured in back are Principal 
Ericka Sammon, Elizabeth Vanek, Theresa Plsek, Toni Snapka, 
Angie Hovde, Mary Ann Stone, Bernadine Irby, Geraldine Laubert 
and Lillian Bohannan.

11 West
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  Society No. 31 La Grange sponsored a booth at the Texas Czech Heritage and 
Cultural Center “Heritage Fest & Muziky 2019” in La Grange that was held on 
October 18th and 19th, 2019. The Society offered pumpkin painting at no cost 
to all those who stopped to visit. They also had a fish pond available for children 
to play and enjoy. We are proud of the La Grange Society for representing KJZT 
Family Life at this event in such a wonderful way.

Society Spotlight
No. 31 La Grange

No. 21 Marak Juniors
  November was a very busy month for the Junior members of Society No. 21 
Marak. On November 3rd, they met with Father Darrell Kostiha with a check 
of matching funds from the State Office for $283.25. On November 17th, the 
Juniors participated in Mass. Junior Cade Hubnik was a lector. On this same 
day, Chase Hubnik and Ian Brunson were acknowledged for their 2019 achieve-
ments. Chase was the District XI/XII Junior Representative and Ian won 2nd 
place in Group 1 of the State Photo Contest. 
  As part of the Feeding Families Across Texas program, the Juniors collected 
non-perishable food items from Marak parishioners. The Junior Society also 
donated $200 that they had raised throughout the year from bake sales and other 
fundraisers. They received matching funds of $200 from the State Office to do-
nate as well. The Juniors selected their local food pantry at the Cameron Thrift 
Store to receive the donations. This proved to be a very successful and worth-
while project. Way to go, Marak Juniors!
  On November 23rd, the Juniors had the pleasure of learning to make their own 
Christmas wreaths! They were helped throughout the process of creating by 
Society No. 21 member Patsy Gaines who graciously donated her time.
  What a great way to end the year. We are proud of the Juniors of Marak!

Pictured (L to R in front) are Claire Kopriva, Clay Vansa, and Paige Kopriva. Pictured (L to R in middle)  are 
Assistant Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin, Lily Brunson, Cutter Hubnik, Ian Brunson, Kate Kopriva, Bailey 
Vansa, and Addison Dach. Pictured (L to R in back) are Madison Brunson, Cade Hubnik, Chase Hubnik, 
and Junior Director Debbie Vansa.
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The Society held their 2019 Com-
munity Fundraiser to benefit the KJT 

Auditorium Improvement Project in appreciation for 
all their support over the years. Junior Director Joan 
Johnson and Savannah Gilburt presented the offi-
cers of KJT Society No. 35 with a check. President 
Joe Block sent this message: “We are very apprecia-
tive for all y’all of K.J.Z.T. do for our Auditorium, 
this will help with what we want to get to replace the 
bad tables.” 

Pictured are Yvonne Zapletal, Secretary, Joe Block, President, 
Joe Landsfeld, Treasurer, 16 Ennis Junior Director Joan Johnson 
and Savannah Gilburt.

16 Ennis

The Society handed out fresh 
homemade tamales for a fund-

raiser. 

Pictured are President Marilyn Buchta, Carol Buchta, Pat Maroul, 
and Kathy Fojtik.

85 Damon

The Society held their annual 
meeting on Sunday, October 13, 

2019, at the Hostyn Parish Hall after enjoying a deli-
cious breakfast.
  President Lillian Kallus called the meeting to or-
der. She led the members in opening prayers and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the United States and Texas 
flags. 
  Secretary Verlene Kuntschik read the minutes from 
the August 15th meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda 
gave the financial report. There were 13 CEF en-

23 Hostyn

rollments since the last meeting. Verlene Kuntschik 
read the state office news including information on 
the KJZT Family Fun Day in Ennis. 
  October is the month to celebrate, to reflect, to pray 
and to support. October is the month of the Holy 
Rosary, the month recognized as Czech Heritage 
Month in Texas and National Cancer Awareness 
month. Deacon John McCourt shared a few words 
and encouraged us to pray for each other.
  Under Old Business: Society No. 23 received the 
Platinum Status for 2019 at the District V Social.   
  Junior Awards - Katy Harman was named District 
V Junior Representative and received an Excellence 
Certificate, Katy Harman won 1st Place in 2018 
Photo Winners, and Hostyn Junior Society No. 23 
won 4th Place in 2018 Scrapbook Winners. 
  Fifty-year membership pin Recipients were Jan-
ice Brandt, Bonnie Hrachovy, Vicky Streeter and 
Brenda Fietsam. Seventy-five year pin recipients 
were Ann Mary Janda and Helen Faldyn. Mary Jane 
Kahanek Family – 100% Family Pin. 
  The People Helping People Community Work Proj-
ect was the Community Blood Drive held on Sep-
tember 27th. Members baked cookies for the blood 
donors and provided a meal for the technicians.
  Under New Business: Richard Barfield was cho-
sen as Seminarian of Holy Rosary Parish, Hostyn.  
A Fatima Rosary will be held in La Grange at the 
Gazebo on the square on Saturday, October 12th. 
Members were encouraged to attend. 
  The current officers were re-elected by acclamation 
for the year 2020. President Lillian Kallus, Vice-
President Ann Janda, Secretary Verlene Kuntschik 
and Treasurer Helen Janda. 
  Monetary gifts for clergy were discussed. Junior 
members will sponsor a Feeding Families Across 
Texas Food Drive on November 27th thru Decem-
ber 1st. 
  Members voted to sponsor the People Helping 
People Parish project, the Chicken Noodle Soup 
and Bake Sale Fundraiser, to be held on January 19, 
2020. The Christmas party will be held on Decem-
ber 7th. 
  State Director Donna Janda spoke about the KJZT 
booth at the Texas Czech Heritage Cultural Center  
celebration held on October 12th. She also asked for 
suggestions for the Fraternal Program.
  The attendance prize was won by Lillian Kallus. 
The meeting closed with the Memorare prayer.

The Society presented a $500 check 
to Father Gabriel Maison of St. 

Mary’s Church in Praha on Sunday, October 13, 
2019. This was the matching funds from the State 
Office for the Society’s parish fundraiser that was 
held on August 15, 2019.

Pictured (L to R) are Leona Herzik, Secretary Nancy Jasek, Trea-
surer Patricia Masek, Father Maison, President Georgia Cerny, 
Bea Patek, and Ellene Vrazel.

4 Praha

Society members met on October 
13, 2019, after 8 a.m. Mass. Georgia 

Cerny welcomed all that were present. The meet-
ing opened with prayer for the living and deceased 
members and pledge of allegiance to the Flag. All 
officers were present.
  Nancy Jasek read the minutes of the July 28th An-
nual Meeting and Mass for Living and Deceased 
Members. Correspondence from the State Office 
about the Messy Family Project was read. It will be 
held in Victoria, November 17, 2019 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Lunch will be available for purchase. Ad-
vance registration is required.
  Treasurer Pat Masek gave the financial report. The 
Society enrolled Julia Stryk with a Perpetual in the 
Clerical Endowment Fund. Two others were also en-
rolled. One thank you note was read.
  In Old Business, the President thanked all members 
for all projects the Society hosted for the church and 
community. It was a very good year.
  In New Business, the election of officers was held. 
All stayed the same for 2020. The Society will have 
an Annual Christmas Social on November 23rd at 
Roberts from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. for all members and 
their families.
  There was no other business. The meeting closed 
with the Memorare. The next meeting will be held 
in February of 2020.

4 Praha
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The Society held a community fun-
draiser.

Pictured are Society members.

53 Wied

As the Society’s last project 
for the year, members donated 

$160 in school supplies to Father Albert Zanatta,  
Pastor at Assumption Church for their school. He is 
in the picture with the officers and meeting attend-
ees.

Pictured (L to R) are Marie Foyt, Father Albert Zanatta, Vice-Pres-
ident Louise Widacki, Cynthia Putt, Henrietta Nevlud, President 
Anna Psencik, Secretary/Treasurer Beverly Foyt, Gracie Perrard, 
and Bernice Schramm.

32 Houston

The Society made a donation 
to the St. Michael Church re-

pair fund. 

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Sylvia Addicks, Treasurer Evelyn 
Thuemler, Father Wayne Flagg, President Alice Michalke, and 
State Director Joyce Kurtz.

66 Weimar

The Society presented a 
check to provide food for the 

ARC dance to Gary Kaluza, Chairman of ARC ac-
tivities, along with Wayne Marsalia, Grand Knight 
of the Needville Knights of Columbus #7067. 

Pictured presenting the check is Vice-President Vivian Jedlicka.

49 Needville The Society presented Feed-
ing Families funds this year 

to Community Connections of Lavaca County. This 
is Lavaca County’s Senior Citizens Program and 
Meals on Wheels Program.

Pictured (L to R) are Deberah Konvicka, Becky Jasek-Janak, 
Director of Community Connections of Lavaca County, Jennifer 
Janik, and Dorothy Schneider.

3 St. Mary’s

The St. Nicholas Ministry of 
Lavaca County was the recipi-

ent of the Society’s People Helping People Com-
munity Fundraiser. Members had a bake sale at the 
end of October, along with monetary donations from 
members and matching funds from the State Office, 
they were able to present a check for $975 to the 
Ministry. 
  This ministry helps needy children, their families 
and the elderly during the Christmas season. They 
help over 200 families annually with gifts of food, 
blankets, Bibles, toys and personal items.

Pictured (L to R) are Deberah Konvicka, Msgr. John Peters, Doro-
thy Schneider, and Jennifer Janik.

3 St. Mary’s
The Society held their 
16th Annual Memo-

rial Service in conjunction with their local KJT 
chapter, on November 12, 2019, with Rev. Charles 
Otsiwah officiating. Society members served as 
greeters, altar servers, lectors and gift bearers. 
  A special altar with candles representing each de-
ceased member for the past five years and two larger 
candles representing all deceased from both Frater-
nals were placed in front of the main altar.
  KJZT Society Secretary Julia Kubes and KJT So-
ciety President Edwin Marik read the names of each 
deceased member. At this time a family member 
would light a candle in their honor.
  KJZT members remembered were Rosie J Rogers, 
Edith Krenek, Annie Macha, Mary Michulka, Irene 
Mican, Lucille Ferguson, Mary Jochec and Evelyn 
Howard, Gertrude Hillman, Frances Pilcik, Martha 
Chalupa, Frances Morgan, Josephine Ann Hlavin-
ka, Annie Orsak, Leona Miller, Anna M Kimicek, 
Judy A Hartfield, Shirley Willrich, Mary Isabel Ma-
tusek, Dolores Svatek, Clara Kostka, Irene Hubenak 
Svatek, Joyce Randolph, Sidonia Janis Miller, Lydia 
Orsak Stelzel, Celestine Kucera, Bessie Hlavinka, 
Agnes Litvik, Leona Tydlacka, Helen Dusek, John 
Joseph Grigar, Leona Shimek, Louis Srubar, Mary 
Ann Kubena, Adella Morris, Annette Novak, Marie 
Vacek, Patricia Kresta, Ann Doris Kopecky, Sophie 
Korenek, Florence Hlozek, Dorothy Schreiber, Pa-
tricia Sablatura, Lillian Tamborello, Mary “Marie” 
Gee and Bernice Kopecky.
  Following the service, a social was held at the Riv-
erside Hall.

30 East Bernard

The Annual Meeting and 
Social was held Thursday, 

Nov. 14th, at the Sacred Heart Parish Msgr. Harry 
Center at 4:30 p.m. President Elizabeth Kallus called 
the meeting to order and led members in opening 
prayers for living and deceased members and the 
Pledges of Allegiance to the U.S. and Texas flags.  
  Reading of the August meeting minutes was dis-
pensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, 

31 La Grange
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and Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read thank you 
notes and correspondence from the State Office.
  Standing committee reports: Vice-President Joy 
Kovar reported on CEF enrollments, 18 made by 
the Society for 6 special birthdays, one anniversa-
ry, and eleven sympathies; there were 22 made by 
individuals. Seven get well cheer cards were sent. 
Kallus gave the Publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity 
Rosary reports.  
  Unfinished Business: For the People Helping Peo-
ple Community Project, the Society donated a food 
basket to the St. Mark’s Medical Center Annual 
Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive benefitting the 
Family Crisis Center for families in Fayette, Lee, 
Bastrop and Colorado Counties.  
  Ten members attended the Annual District V Social 
hosted by the Smithville Society on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22nd. The Society’s new vinyl KJZT Family 
Life personalized banner was on display.  
  New Business: For the year 2020, the current of-
ficers were re-elected; the annual feast day Mass for 
the intention of living and deceased members will 
be at the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, March 14th, 
at Sacred Heart Church; the Quarterly Meeting dates 
will be February 13th, May 14th, August 20th, and 
November 12th; and the Society will take part in 
Catholic Schools Week at Sacred Heart School in 
La Grange.
  State Director Donna Janda was unable to at-
tend but sent best wishes for a Blessed and Happy 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Kothmann spoke 
about the State KJZT-sponsored two fun booths for 
kids that Donna Janda chaired at the recent Texas 
Czech Heritage and Cultural Center October Heri-
tage Fest held in La Grange.  
  Attendance prize was won by Otillie Matocha, and 
all in attendance received door prizes. Chaplain Fr. 
Alberto Carbajal spoke about the upcoming holidays 
and that we all should share our stories with the next 
generations, and to pray as families to the Infant Je-
sus of Prague. He led members in the closing prayer, 
the Memorare.  Members enjoyed the annual dinner 
of chicken spaghetti, bread sticks, and salad, along 
with yummy desserts that the members furnished.

The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day 
is once a month on the first Sunday of each 

month. Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family 
Life members and each other’s intentions.

  St. Elizabeth Society in Bryan, held 
its Annual Meeting on Monday, Oc-

tober 21, 2019, beginning at 6:30 p.m. After prayer 
by Msgr. John McCaffrey, Chaplain, members and 
guests enjoyed a pot luck meal and refreshments.
  Liz Zemanek, Secretary, introduced Marshall Pro-
gram speaker, Kelley McKethan, the Public Infor-
mation Officer for the Bryan Police Department. Of-
ficer McKethan began her work career as a teacher 
in Special Education at Bryan High School for three 
years but took an interest in police work. She later 
became a patrol officer, then detective, and now 
information officer with the Department. Officer 
McKethan gave an overview of the Bryan Police 
Department’s policies, crime statistics, and what it is 
like being out on the street and investigating crimes, 
especially as a woman police officer. She kept the 
interest of the members and answered their ques-
tions. Officer McKethan took the time away from 
her family in the evening to speak to us, and we ap-
preciate her service in the City helping keep all of 
us safe.
  Business meeting followed. The Secretary read 
thank you notes and letters and relayed information 
from the State Office to the members.
  It was noted that our Society will enjoy two of 
the head tables and the top billing in the program 
at the RED-C Catholic Radio 7th Annual Benefit 
Dinner Thursday, November 7, 2019, at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church, beginning at 6 p.m., as 
our Society made a generous donation to Catholic 
Radio from our community fundraiser Garage Sale 
held in September. The guest speaker at the event 
is Fr. Albert Haase, ordained a Franciscan priest in 
1983.  Fr. Haase is a popular preacher, teacher, spiri-
tual director and guest on talk radio shows. A former 
missionary to mainland China for over eleven years, 
he is the award-winning author of eleven books on 
popular spirituality and five best-selling DVDs. He 
is currently the Chaplain at Cedarbrake Catholic 
Retreat Center in Temple, Texas. The theme for the 
evening is “In All Things, Give Thanks!”
  Liz announced the blessing of the graves will take 
place at Mt. Calvary Catholic Cemetery on Sunday, 
October 27, 2019, with a walking Rosary begin-
ning at 1 p.m., followed by blessing of the graves at 
Smetana at 2 p.m. Since All Souls’ Day is November 
2, 2019, the membership was reminded to pray for 
all the Souls in Purgatory. Liz also read an article 

6 Bryan regarding Purgatory.
  Next, election of Officers took place. A motion was 
made, seconded, and passed to elect the following 
slate of officers for 2020: Helen Metzer, President; 
Mel Hall, Vice-President; Liz Zemanek, Secretary; 
and Alisa Zubik, Treasurer.  
  As there was no further business, the meeting end-
ed in prayer. 

Pictured (L to R) are Officer Kelley McKethan, Bryan Police De-
partment Public Information Officer, and Msgr. John McCaffrey, 
No. 6 Chaplain.

For their People Helping 
People Community Project 

on November 21st, the Society donated a Thanks-
giving Food Basket to the Family Crisis Center that 
serves families in Fayette, Lee, Bastrop and Colo-
rado Counties. There were over 100 baskets donated 
by the community through the St. Mark’s Medical 
Center in La Grange sponsored annual drive.

Pictured (L to R) are member Barbara Brauner, President Eliza-
beth Kallus, Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, and Treasurer Barbara 
Eilert.

31 La Grange

Recently moved? Not sure if we have 
your correct contact information?

Call 1-888-253-2338 to update your 
address, and receive assistance on 

beneficiary changes and more.
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President Gloria Tschoepe presented 
a check to Fire Chief Lawrence Jan-

sky at the Society’s Annual Meeting held on Novem-
ber 10, 2019. The donated funds were raised from 
the Society’s September bake sale. Other Society 
Officers present were Vice-President Jane Hosek, 
Treasurer Diane Pape and Secretary Frances Hosek. 

Pictured are Society Officers with Fire Chief Lawrence Jansky and 
other fire fighters.

40 Poth The Society elected officers for the 
2020 year at their Annual Meeting. 

The officers are standing in front of a few of the 
25 Thanksgiving Bags that members assembled and 
delivered to shut-ins in honor of Thanksgiving.

Pictured (L to R) are the 2020 Officers: Vice-President Ervin Po-
lasek, President Teri Mutchler, Secretary Sarah Ring, and Trea-
surer Mark Pustejovsky. 

118 Taft

The Society made Thanksgiving Bags 
for  members of their parish who are 

shut-ins. Society 
members wanted 
to show appre-
ciation for their 
many years of 
service. 

Pictured is the 
Chairwoman of the 
Thanksgiving Bag 
Project, Janiece 
Pustejovsky, bring-
ing one of the bags 
to Tina Rodriguez, a 
long-time friend and 
parishioner.

118 TaftThe Society do-
nated Thanksgiv-

ing Baskets for 4 families to Catholic Charities of 
Corpus Christi on November 18, 2019. The baskets 
included meals for breakfast, lunch and dinner for 
Thanksgiving Day.

Pictured (L to R) are Sofie Perkins, David Perkins, Catherine 
Mokry, Beverly Holman, Ann Najvar and Loraine Nemec.

46 Corpus Christi

The Society made a donation of 
$200 with $200 more in matching 

funds from the State Office to Cameron Area Chris-
tian Services for the holiday season. 

Pictured (L to R) are Debbie Vansa, Patsy Gaines, Alfred Vrazel, 
Bernice Vrazel, Betty McDonald of Christian Services, Judy Vacu-
lin and Lindsey Vaculin.

21 Marak

Interest Rates on New Deposits
Please note interest rates may be changed 

without notice and will take effect
on anniversary date.

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 2.00%
$50,000 or more    = 2.25%

(Rates are guaranteed for 3 or 5 year surrender charge period)

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rates on new 
certificates is 1.65%

Society members provided food and 
helped serve a Thanksgiving Day 

meal at the Mother Teresa Shelter in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. The Society provided mashed potatoes and 
gravy, dressing, and green beans. About 230 plates 
were served to homeless persons. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are State Director Betty Vacek, Sister 
Rency Moonjely, and newly-elected Society Secretary Sarah 
Ring. Pictured (L to R in back) are newly-elected Society Trea-
surer Mark Pustejovsky, Wes Ring, and Stan Vacek.

118 Taft

Merry Christmas to all of our 
hard-working Society Officers and members!
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Junior News
As a People Helping People 
Community Work Project, 

the Juniors recently placed small white crosses on 
graves of infants, children and young adults at Fati-
ma Cemetery. The Juniors also placed U.S. flags on 
the graves of veterans.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Molly Lucas, Audrey Pustejovsky, 
Bryson Murphy, Lucas Haferkamp, Addison Pustejovsky and 
Mabry Sustala. Pictured in second row are Joel Lucas, Johnny 
Pustejovsky, Seth Sustala, Paxton Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Con-
nor Sullins, Grayson Pustejovsky and Izzy Haferkamp. Pictured 
in third row are Ally Hanaway, Madison Lucas, Kyle Gerik, Madi-
son Murphy, Katie Hanaway, Molli Pustejovsky, Kate Pustejovsky, 
Lauren Gerik, Rachel Kallus and Allison Murphy.

104 Abbott

Junior members presented Father 
John Dick with a matching funds 

check for proceeds raised at the St. John Parish Ba-
zaar. With the matching funds, the Juniors were able 
to raise and donate over $2,700 for the parish.

Pictured in front are Charlie Houston, Ella Vrana, Jovie Vrana, 
Anaston Payne, and Eli Gilbert. Pictured in second row are Kaylin 
Flores holding Kendall Flores, Jose Flores, Casen Cline, Tins-
ley Tobola and Charlie Houston. Pictured in third row are Kolton 
Vrana, Katelyn Smith, Cooper Cline, Father John Dick, Quinn 
Rhodes, Kale Vrana, and Carsyn Rhodes holding Leo Gilburt. 
Pictured in back row are MacKenzie Tobola, Amberly Payne hold-
ing Chloe Cline, and Carleigh Rhodes.

16 Ennis

On Sunday, October 27th the Wal-
lis Junior Society cleaned and put 

out flowers at the Guardian Angel Catholic Church 
Cemetery. This was done in preparation of All Souls 
Day, which is November 2nd.  

22 WallisWest Junior members and their parents 
cleaned at St. Mary’s Cemetery on Sat-

urday, October 26th from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
They picked up tree limbs, old flowers, etc. After 
cleaning, the Juniors and their parents enjoyed pizza 
at Milano’s in West.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Joseph Kostecka, Jacob Divins and 
Tanner Marak. Pictured in back are Emily Polansky, Theresa 
Plsek, Caleb Gerik, Coy Klish, M.J. Kostecka, Jo Polansky and 
Caitlyn Divins. Not shown in picture but others who helped were: 
James Kostecka, Bill Polansky and Sherri Zacharias.

11 West

On November 10th, the Juniors 
helped host the fried fish parish 

dinner as their People Helping People Parish Fun-
draiser Project. Junior members help prepare the 
food, work the serving line, fill beverage cups, cut 
and serve desserts, and clean the kitchen and hall.

Pictured are Allison Murphy, Lauren Gerik and Madison Murphy 
who helped cut and serve desserts.

Pictured are Allison Pustejovsky and Izzy Haferkamp who filled 
beverage cups.

104 Abbott

Juniors presented a check to their 
local St. Vincent de Paul Society.  

The Juniors raised funds with an annual bake sale 
in September with proceeds to be split between the 
local SVdP Society and Austin County Meals on 
Wheels. 

Pictured (L to R) are Rebecca Colson, Stephaniah Phillip, Riley 
Jo Brorsen, Eileen Parks, Donald Hodges of St Vincent de Paul 
Society, Conner and Jared Brorsen.   

22 Wallis
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Junior and adult members held a 
bake sale in September. The pro-

ceeds along with funds from the State Office were 
donated to St. Vincent de Paul Society of Wallis and 
the HOA Meals on Wheels to support their work in 
the communities of Austin County. 

Pictured (L to R) are Theadra ‘Cookie’ Curry, Eileen Parks, Re-
becca Colson, Adela Wadephul, and Debbie Novosad.

22 WallisThe Society Juniors 
sponsored a Nacho 

Stand at the Koerth Parish Picnic held on September 
29, 2019. They were all excited to work and raise 
money for the Parish. The matching funds received 
from the State Office was presented to Father Domi-
nic Antwi-Boasiako to be used toward the Koerth 
Catholic Cemetery new “Fence Project”.

Pictured working the Nacho Stand (L to R) are Madelyn Kurtz, 
Kayla Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz, Alex Jurena and Darren Jurena.

Pictured at the check presentation (L to R in front) are Kenzie 
Kurtz, Father Dominic, and Kayla Kurtz. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Madelyn Kurtz, Assistant Junior Director Diane Jurena, State 
Director/No. 12 Junior Director Joyce Kurtz, and Alex Jurena.

12 Sweet Home The Juniors made a do-
nation to the St. Nicho-

las Ministry of Lavaca County. The ministry reaches 
needy children, their families, and the elderly during 
the Christmas Season. Its focus is shaped by the tra-
dition surrounding the historical figure known as St. 
Nicholas and the ministry of Jesus.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Darren Jurena, Alex Jurena present-
ing the donation to Pastor Herb Beyer, Kayla Kurtz, and Kenzie 
Kurtz. Pictured in back are Assistant Junior Director Diane Jurena 
and Madelyn Kurtz. Not pictured is State Director/No. 12 Junior 
Director Joyce Kurtz.

12 Sweet Home

West Junior members helped with the 
Bake Sale held on Saturday, Novem-

ber 23rd at St. Mary’s Parish Center.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Laynee Pickens and Katie Watson. 
Pictured in back are Emily Polansky, Caleb Gerik, Tanner Marak, 
M. J. Kostecka and Jacob Divin.

11 West

The Society participated in two 
Trunk or Treat events this year. 

The one at St. Joseph’s parish in Waxahachie was 
held in their gym because of wet weather. The next 
night was clear and beautiful for St. John’s parish 
in Ennis. The theme was the Assumption of Mary, 
and children received treat bags with a KJZT Family 
Life pencil and a holy card with information about 
KJZT on the back, as well as candy. At both nights 
the Society also had a game: “Put a Halo on an An-
gel” aka a ring toss, for a chance at additional treats!

Pictured is Junior Director Joan Johnson with a group of Saints 
and Angels!

16 Ennis

Junior members enjoyed deco-
rating the St. Joseph Parish 

Christmas Tree on December 1, 2019.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Levi Leonard, Jack Leonard, Anna 
Adamek, and Sally Machacek. Pictured (L to R in back) are Jenni-
fer Machacek, Julia Machacek, Ted Machacek and Junior Director 
Alice Leonard.

14 Moulton

Junior members sang Christ-
mas songs to the residents at 

the Moulton Nursing Home on December 1st. Mem-
ber Amy Adamek played the piano.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Levi Leonard, Jack Leonard, and Sal-
ly Machacek. Pictured in back are Junior Director Alice Leonard, 
Grace Irvin, Jennifer Machacek, Julia Machacek, Anna Adamek, 
Ted Machacek, Adult Society Vice-President Mary Ann Rother, 
and member Marlene Irvin. Not pictured is Amy Adamek.

14 Moulton
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Applications for Scholarships 
are available November 1st 

and due March 2, 2020.
KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce that scholarship applications 
for the year 2020 will be available starting November 1st.
  Written requests for applications must be made by the student in one 
of the following ways:

Mail: P.O. Box 18896, Austin, Texas 78760-8896
Fax: (512) 444-6887 or E-mail: info@kjzt.org

  To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a member in 
good standing for at least one year.
  Scholarships are available to high school graduates who are planning to 
attend college or current college students. The Fraternal also offers schol-
arships to members who are planning to attend or are currently attending 
a technical or vocational school full time.
  Applications must be postmarked no later than March 2, 2020.
  Note: We recommend checking with the State Office that your applica-
tion was received.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Here are some important reminders for 2020!

GOING TO CAMP GUARDIAN ANGEL
Where: Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas
When: Sunday, June 28th thru 
            Wednesday, July 1st, 2020
Who: Members ages 8 thru 17.
Cost: $195.00 per camper including a $20 fee 
          for Low and High Ropes

DON’T FORGET
Scholarship applications are available now and can be requested from the State 
Office. More information is in this Journal and at www.kjzt.org

INFORMATION NEEDED
Local Activity Forms for your Junior Society need to be sent in so that proper 
credit can be given to the Junior Member.
Scrapbooks need to be turned in to the State Office by February 1, 2020.
Point & Merit Forms along with other Junior Division information for next 
year are in the process of being mailed to each Junior Director. The Point & 
Merit Forms need to be turned in to the State Office by February 1, 2020.

GOING TO THE 2020 DISTRICT SOCIALS
They are scheduled throughout the year within your society’s district. Awards 
will be presented at this time to the Juniors for their participation in the Point & 
Merit System throughout the year. Refer to the District Social Schedule in the 
KJZT Family Life Journal to see when your 2020 District Social will be held. 

WANT A JUNIOR DIVISION SOCIETY?
Please let me know. I will be happy to work with you and assist you in getting 
a new Society started. You can call me at 979-263-5317.

  We made it through a very hot summer and so now it is time to prepare for a 
cold winter and the most wonderful time of the year, the Christmas Season.  

  Wishing all of the Juniors and their families a Blessed Merry Christmas Season 
and a Safe, Healthy, and Happy New Year. 

Vesele Vanoce a Stastny Novy Rok

“Congratulations Catherine Sylvester on your well-deserved pro-
motion to Vice President/Insurance Services. It has been a plea-
sure working so closely with you through the years, and I am 
confident in your ability to succeed. You’ve worked very hard, 
and you’ve earned this new opportunity.” ~ Pam Strickland

  Catherine earned her Bachelor of Business Administration with a Major in 
Management from Texas State University. She holds a General Lines Agent 
License with Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) and has recently attained her 
Fraternal Insurance Counselor designation (FIC). 
  She is a devoted fifth generation and lifetime member of KJZT Family Life. 
Catherine, her husband, Trey and their children, Matthew (6) and Lily (5), are 
100% family members of Society No. 4, Praha. Catherine is the daughter of El-
roy and Anne Wick from Weimar, Texas. Anne, her mother, has dedicated over 
45 years to our Fraternal as an employee, State Director and is currently the 
State Coordinator of Junior Activities.
  Catherine is very honored to accept the position of Vice President/Insurance 
Services. She looks forward to providing exceptional customer service to our 
members and is excited about the opportunity to continue her career with KJZT 
Family Life.

“Special Announcement”, continued from page 4...
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Killer Queso
Submitted by 
Carrie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller, 
Society No. 101 Victoria

1 (10.75 oz.) can Cream of Chicken soup
¾ c. evaporated milk
1 (7 oz.) can diced green chiles
1 (1 oz.) pkg. Ranch dip mix
1 (10.75 oz.) can Ro-Tel
1 lb. Velveeta
¼ c. chopped fresh cilantro

Combine soup, evaporated milk, 
green chiles, dip mix and Ro-Tel in 
a medium saucepan. Cook over low 
heat, stirring frequently. When bub-
bly, add cheese and cilantro and stir 
until cheese melts. Be sure to keep the 
heat low and stir constantly to prevent 
scorching. Serve with tortilla chips or 
as a sauce for enchiladas.

Pistachio Ambrosia
Submitted by Pauline Klekar, 
Society No. 20 Cistern

1 (16 oz.) can chunky pineapple, 
    undrained
1 (8 oz.) can crushed pineapple, 
    undrained
1 small box instant pistachio pudding mix
1 c. shredded coconut
1 c. chopped pecans

S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.

12 oz. to 16 oz. Cool Whip
1 c. miniature marshmallows

Combine the cans of pineapple (in-
cluding the juice) in a medium bowl, 
sprinkle the pudding mix over the 
pineapple and let sit for a couple of 
minutes. Gently fold in the coconut 
and nuts, and then blend in the Cool 
Whip and marshmallows. May deco-
rate the top with leftover coconut and 
pecans. Place in the refrigerator for at 
least two hours before serving. Enjoy!

Cajun Crackers
Submitted by Doug Morris, 
Society No. 85 Damon

1 box saltine crackers – 4 sleeves
1 ⅓ c. Canola oil
1 T. red pepper flakes
1 T. cayenne pepper (I use just a little 	
    less than a T.)
1 packet dry ranch dress mix (e.g.    
   Hidden Valley Ranch)
one 2 ½ gal. Ziploc bag

In the Ziploc bag, add all ingredients 
except crackers. Close bag and mix 
ingredients well by shaking bag. Add 
all 4 sleeves of crackers and close 
bag. Carefully turn the bag over sev-
eral times to coat the crackers with the 
mixture. For the first 2 hours, turn the 

bag over every 15 minutes or so. If 
you can wait until the next day, they 
are even better.

Beer Bread
In Memory of Msgr. Joseph M. Hybner, 
Retired State Chaplain, 
Society No. 5 Shiner

3 c. self-rising flour
2 T. sugar
1 bottle beer, room temperature

Shiner beer is the best. Shiner Bock for 
dark bread; Shiner Blonde for white 
bread. Easy to remember and easy to 
make. It’s as easy as one, two, three. 
Place all ingredients in a bowl; 3, 2, 
1. Mix but don’t over mix. Don’t have 
to wait to rise. You can place in small 
loaf pan or muffin pan. Grease pan. 
Bake at 375° for 15 – 20 minutes. Best 
results in muffin pan; bakes faster and 
more crust to enjoy.

Oatmeal Cookies
Submitted by Anita Kutach, 
Society No. 93 Austin

1 c. shortening
1 c. white sugar
1 c. brown sugar
2 eggs, beaten
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. soda
½ tsp. salt
3 c. quick 1-minute oatmeal

Cream shortening, add both sugars 
gradually and mix well. Add beaten 
eggs and vanilla. Stir in sifted flour, 
soda and salt. Add the 3 cups of oats, 
1 cup nuts may be added, (optional). 
Form small balls and bake at 375˚ 
for 10-15 minutes on lightly sprayed 
cookie sheets. This makes about 2 ½ 
dozen cookies.
  Enjoy, this is a family favorite. In 
memory of my mother, Ella Morisak.

Italian Cream Cake
Submitted by Margaret M. Haskovec, 
Society No. 16 Ennis

2 c. sugar
2 c. flour
1 stick oleo
1 c. pecans
5 eggs, separated
½ c. Crisco
1 c. buttermilk
1 can of coconut
1 tsp. soda

Top with:
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese
1 stick oleo
1 box of powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla

Cream sugar, oleo and Crisco. Add 
egg yolk one at a time. Add soda to 
buttermilk. Add to creamed mixture, 
alternating with flour. Fold in egg 
white stiffly beaten, coconut and pe-
can. Makes 3 layers. Bake at 350° for 
30 minutes.

Refrigerator Chocolate Pie
Submitted by Virgi Ferrell, 
Society No. 1 Yoakum

3 T. cocoa 
1 small can evaporated milk
20 large marshmallows (do not use   
     small)
2 T. rum
1 (8 oz.) Cool Whip
1 prepared pie shell

Melt the marshmallows, add can milk 
and cocoa. Let cool after melting. Add 
rum and cool whip and pour into pie 
shell. Must be refrigerated overnight 
or at least 8 hours. If desired, pie may 
be frozen and served as a frozen des-
sert.

Try them out!
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Junior Activities

Christmas Kindness Activities
donate used books to a library

take dinner to 
another family

bring baked treats to your local police or fire station

go Christmas caroling 
(or even just visiting) 

at a nursing home

do something for 
someone who is in 
need, sad or lonely

collect old towels and blankets 
to bring to the animal shelter
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Elisabeth (Liz) Marie of Friendswood, Texas, 
went peacefully to be with the Lord, with her 
family by her side at Clear Lake Regional Hos-
pital in Webster on July 19, 2019. For years 
she struggled with kidney disease, lupus, heart 
problems and many others. She was glamor-
ous till the very end sharing her love and great 
humor. No matter how much pain she was in, 
she always dressed nicely.
  She was born on March 24, 1961 at Seton 

Hospital in Austin, Texas to parents the late Quinton Gabler and Gabriela (Gale) 
Vana Gabler.
  She attended schools in Harris County, Houston, Texas.
  Married late Joaquin (Tim) Rodriguez in Rosenberg, had one son Aric Anthony 
Rodriguez.
  Elisabeth married the love of her life Harvey Wagner, Jr. on August 20, 1983, at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Alvin, Texas. Her and Harvey attended 
Aric’s boy scouts events, soccer and baseball games along with other activities. 
She was a member of the KJZT Family Life #125 in Houston. She was a country 
girl at heart, full of love and kindness. Always lending a hand while she could. 
Her passions were being a good wife, mother and grandmother. She loved cook-
ing, baking and gardening (special species of flowers). An amazing seamstress 
making baby blankets and large quilts. She enjoyed watching CNN News, read-
ing, shopping and traveling with her husband. Her grandchildren were very spe-
cial to her. She served on the Friendswood Homeowners Association Board.
  Elisabeth is survived by her husband of 36 years Harvey Wagner, Jr., son Aric 
Anthony Rodriguez and Tiffany, grandsons Brayden and Giovanni of Alvin. 
Her mother Gabriela (Gale) Gabler of Alvin. Brother Thomas (Tom) Gabler 
and nephew Jarrett of Katy. Sister Carolyn and Larry Williamson of Liverpool, 
Texas. Mother-in-law Angie Wagner of Moulton. Brother-in-law Brian, Dean 
and Kitty of Colorado. Sister Patty and Ricky Burge of Mississippi. Numerous 
nieces, nephews and many other relatives.
  Preceded in death by her father Quinton Gabler, late husband Joaquin (Tim) 
Rodriguez, father-in-law Harvey Wagner, Sr., grandparents Frank and Mary 
Vana, Alfred and Elsa Gabler of Schulenburg.
  A celebration of life was held on August 3, 2019 in Friendswood, Texas.

Elisabeth (Liz) Marie Gabler Wagner 
March 24, 1961 - July 19, 2019

“The world tells us to seek success, power 
and money; God tells us to seek 

humility, service and love.”
- Pope Francis

Moments with
Monsignor Hybner
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ELIZABETH (JUREK) JANAK			  9/22/2019		  76
5	 SHINER		  DOROTHY (OWENS) GLOMB			  10/12/2019		  95
5	 SHINER		  FLOYD B GOODING, SR.			   9/28/2019		  81
5	 SHINER		  JANICE (CHUDEJ) FRIC			   11/13/2019		  80
6	 BRYAN		  SANDRA MARGARET OPERSTENY		  10/22/2019		  54
6	 BRYAN		  MARY (HOLLER) NEMEC 			   9/2/2019		  84
6	 BRYAN		  MILDRED (SCHROEDER) NASH		  10/1/2019		  80
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 MARY (MUESSE) TREYBIG			   8/10/2019		  82
11	 WEST			   MARY (KALUZA) URBANOVSKY		  9/17/2019		  61
11	 WEST			   ANNE (KARLIK) GRIMM			   9/29/2019		  86
18	 GRANGER		  MONICA (BOHAC) SCHWERTNER		  11/11/2019		  67
21	 MARAK		  LIBBIE (CHUDEJ) JANSKY			   10/3/2019	            102
22	 WALLIS		  EVELYN (SULAK) KUBICEK			   7/14/2018		  91
22	 WALLIS		  BERNARD MAREK				    3/16/2018		  93
22	 WALLIS		  IRENE (SVAJDA) PETTER			   5/30/2019		  94
29	 FRYDEK		  JIMMY LEE STRIEDER			   9/7/2017		  37
30	 EAST BERNARD	 FRANK J KUBES, JR.				    5/29/2019		  90
33	 HILLJE			  AGNES (BEZDEK) GRIFFITH			  11/3/2019		  97
37	 HOCHHEIM		  LORENE (CHILEK) MATULA			   9/18/2019		  83
40	 POTH			   VIRGIE (JANSKY) JARZOMBEK		  8/12/2019		  81
40	 POTH			   CECILIA (JIRAL) VIDECAN			   11/6/2019		  87
41	 ELLINGER		  MARY ANN (JASEK) BRADEN		  2/3/2019		  74
43	 GANADO		  ALICE (SABLATURA) WRIGHT		  10/20/2019		  82
45	 TOURS			  JOSHUA COMBS ADAMSON			   10/13/2019		  41
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 THERESIE C KRNAVEK			   8/19/2019		  83
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ROSALIE (ZDANSKY) KOCUREK 		  8/14/2019		  86
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 GLADYS BARTOSCH				    7/6/2019		  65
49	 NEEDVILLE		  SYDNEY J ANDERS				    8/7/2019		  89
53	 WIED			   JANIE (HOELSCHER) FIKAC			   6/28/2019		  83
60	 CROSBY		  CYNTHIA (SIKORA) ROBERTS		  10/24/2019		  59
72	 EL CAMPO		  LAVERNE (MOZISEK) CHARBULA		  10/25/2019		  89
85	 DAMON		  TILLIE (PAVLICEK) SVOBODA		  11/8/2019		  84
88	 VERNON		  GEORGIA (VANEK) MILLER			   9/7/2019		  82
93	 AUSTIN		  MILLIE (MARIK) THOMPSON		  6/23/2019		  88
101	 VICTORIA		  LORETTA (STUMFOLL) LAWRENCE		 10/3/2019		  96
104	 ABBOTT		  MARIE (KUTACH) KOLAR			   8/12/2019		  94
104	 ABBOTT		  ELLEN (FRAZIER) GERLICH			   7/21/2019		  84
108	 DALLAS		  BETTY (MARUSAK) SLOVAK		  9/27/2019		  85
124	 TEXAS CITY		  JOAN (SPELLMAN) DESANTO		  11/1/2019		  85
125	 HOUSTON		  HONORA (PAVLIK) HLINSKY			  8/24/2019		  87



Protecting Families. Nurturing Communities.

KJZT Family Life supports our members with:

Visit www.kjzt.org to learn more!

• Life Insurance
• Annuities/IRA’s
• Family Events
• Family Volunteer Opportunities
• Pharmacy Discount Program
• Orphan Benefits

• Bi-Monthly Journal
• Camp Guardian Angel
• Catholic School Tuition Benefit
• Clerical Endowment Fund
• Junior Scholarships
• Camp Guardian Angel


