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Juniors Participate in National Polka Festival

The National Polka Festival was held in Ennis, Texas on May 24th – 26th. 
The Festival celebrated 53 wonderful years of Czech heritage festivities. 
On Saturday morning, events kicked off with a parade that included a float 
of KJZT Society Juniors! This was the Juniors first time in the parade and 
it was very successful! The Juniors from Society 16, Ennis, decorated a 
trailer for the Ennis Polka Festival parade. Over 35 Juniors participated by 
riding on the float or inside the pickup that was pulling it, or by walking 
along side and handing out KJZT Family Life promotional items to parade 
spectators. Also riding on the float were Junior members Matthew and 
Lily Sylvester of the Praha Society with their mom, Catherine Sylvester, 
who works at the State Office. The Society plans on getting a bigger trailer 
for next year! This project was brought together by KJZT Society No. 16 
Ennis Junior Director Joan Johnson. We are so proud of all of you for be-
ing trail blazers in making KJZT a part of this event! 
Contributions to this story were made by Joan Johnson.

Clockwise: Pictured bottom left (L to R) are Andie Gilburt, Beckham Ruffin, and Whit-
ney Ferguson. Pictured middle left are Ella Vrana, and Kale Vrana. Pictured top left in 
Czech kroj is Molly Clark. Pictured top right are members with the KJZT Float. 
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Congratulations! KJZT Family Life has awarded 84 scholarships totaling 
$43,850 to our Junior Members. Congratulations to all of our Junior Mem-
bers who applied for and received a scholarship! Thank you for all of the 
hard work that you’ve given our Fraternal. It is our hope that you will con-
tinue to be an active member of our Fraternal while you pursue your dreams. 
“Be who God meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire!” - Saint 
Catherine of Siena 
Family Fun Day: Slide into Family Fun Day with us on July 14, 2019 at 
Splashway Waterpark in Sheridan, Texas. Our day begins with a 10 a.m. 
Mass under the pavilion with Father Gary Janak. After Mass, we will have 

fellowship and prizes until the waterpark opens. See more details on page 9 of this Journal. It is sure to be an 
enjoyable Sunday – KJZT Family Life Fun Day! 
A New Way to Reach Out: The Fraternal is encouraging every Society to create a new Hospitality Com-
mittee, if you do not already have one. This committee would be in charge of welcoming new members, new 
priests and deacons in your area, and comforting the sick. This is another way to show our communities that 
we are here, and that we care. If you have any questions, please feel to contact your State Director.
Big News! We have applied for and been approved for a Historical Marker from the Texas Historical Com-
mission. The marker will be placed at St. Joseph’s Church in Yoakum, Texas, where our very first Society was 
formed. We hope our members will join us for the marker dedication and celebration. We will be providing 
more details as we receive them.
Volunteer Opportunities! Is your Society looking for new projects for your People Helping People Proj-
ects? We have two new opportunities to suggest! The Texas Ramp Project - The Texas Ramp Project’s mission 
is to create and support a network of local organizations throughout Texas that build wheelchair ramps for 
people who are in dire need and cannot afford them. See page 22 for photos of Abbott and Ennis Juniors par-
ticipating. Call the State Office for more details. Promise Pointe – A non-profit 501 (c)3 organization whose 
purpose is to provide permanent affordable housing and a supportive community for the chronically homeless 
in Victoria, Texas and the Crossroads region. Contact Person: Sister Rebecca Janacek – 361.550.6204.

Congratulations to State Directors 
Donna Janda, Sally Long, and Betty Vacek

for earning their FIC designation!
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

(USPS 585-060) Messy Families Can Be Holy Families
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Family time has arrived!  During May, and into the summer months, we spend a lot of time with family members.  This is the 
season of First Holy Communions, Confirmations, weddings, graduations, family reunions, family vacations, Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day and the list goes on.  So much happens during these months of the year and it is a great way to celebrate who we 
are as family. 

Yet, so often we question whether or not we have anything to celebrate as family.  We hold on to grudges.  Residue from past hurts 
has perhaps turned into resentment.  In the end, we miss opportunities to spend time with family members, failing to recognize it 
might be the last opportunity to do so.  We are absent from special events and the message we send to our children is that resent-
ment and isolation is stronger than family ties.

We might also isolate ourselves from others, including our own extended family members and friends, due to our belief that the problems we are experiencing, 
or the so called failures we have encountered, forfeits our opportunity to participate in our social groups.  We hide in shame or embarrassment.  Yet, those very 
difficulties can become seedlings for new growth in our families and marriages.  As C.S. Lewis writes, “Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraor-
dinary destiny.” 

At times, we are also intimidated by family secrets; those so-called family skeletons which have haunted our families for years.  Again, messy families like ours 
have skeletons.  We all have past issues and negative experiences in our family trees.  I have found that George Bernard Shaw offers the best advice, as to what to 
do with them: “If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as well make it dance.” 

The reality is that all families have difficulties; all families have encountered brokenness and pain.  We all originate from and currently hail from messy families.  
Our problems are not unlike those of other families, even those we have placed on pedestals as emblematic of a true, Christian family.  No such entity exists.  We 
are a broken people, from broken families, in need of a healing Savior. 

Jesus calls us, in the midst of our hurts, embarrassments, brokenness and sinfulness, to wholeness.  He brings us healing and offers us hope.  The Prophet Isaiah 
reminds us that God helps us to overcome our difficulties and frees us from our past:  “Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; 
see, I am doing something new!  Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Is. 43:16-ff).

Mike and Alicia Hernon, the parents of ten children, decided to do something new when they created the Messy Family Project to assist other families with the 
hope-filled message that, with Christ at the center of their life together, difficulties, unmet expectations, disappointments and hurts, which come to any family, 
can be embraced and healed. Their website, www.messyfamilyproject.org, offers excellent resources, many of them free of charge, to parents wanting to improve 
their marriages, strengthen their parenting skills and create a family culture that will empower family life.  They do so through speaking engagements, videos, 
downloadable resources and live events such as retreats and workshops.  Their mission is to “empower parents, strengthen marriages and bring families to Christ.”  
I encourage you to visit their website.  We are actively attempting to bring them to Texas for a conference, which will be sponsored by KJZT Family Life. 

Yes, our families can be messy at times, but God offers extraordinary strength to ordinary people.  God calls us right now, in the midst of our challenges, to em-
brace the messiness of our family life and to approach him for healing.  When we answer his call, other families will be inspired to do the same.  If we wait to draw 
ourselves closer to Christ, be more involved in our parish community or volunteer for a particular ministry until all our family problems are solved; all the wrongs 
have been corrected; and all the hurts healed, we will remain stagnant.  Instead, we are encouraged to serve Christ in the very midst of our messiness, disappoint-
ments and missed opportunities.  Our Savior wants to enter into them and show us the way to hope and healing.

Remember, when Jesus was asked the reason he ate with sinners, he answered, “Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but the sick do.  I have not come to 
call the righteous but sinners” (Lk. 5:31-32).  Yes, messy families can be holy families, too.  Let us continue to ask God to bless the sacred mess we call our family!

In Christ, 
Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain
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OUR 
VISION 

KJZT Family Life is visible, active, well-known and respected throughout Texas. As a 
leader in promoting faith, community service and financial security, KJZT enriches 
lives through educational scholarships, assists in humanitarian and disaster relief, 
offers fraternal benefits, and supports family values. KJZT promotes its benefits and 
service to others through all forms of media to ensure membership growth. 

 

 

OUR 

MISSION 

KJZT Family Life is committed to strengthening its members lives through Catholic 
faith and community service while offering financial security and a social 
connection. 

 

 

OUR 
PROMISE 

KJZT Family Life offers members exceptional benefits through competitive life 
insurance, products, professional counseling and quality services.  KJZT will 
continue to embrace the vision of its founders by focusing on the financial and 
spiritual welfare of its Fraternal and its members. 

 

 

OUR 
PRIORITIES 

• Membership Growth 
• Governance & Succession Planning  
• Society Enrichment 
• Product Sales  
• Marketing & Brand Awareness 
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KJZT Family Life Strategic Plan

State Director Presents CEF Donation
  State Director Betty Vacek was pleased to present a check from the KJZT Fam-
ily Life Clerical Endowment Fund to the Bishop of the Corpus Christi Diocese, 
Most Rev. Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL, DD. The check for $1,734.00 was the 
total of funds collected the past two years from KJZT Societies in the Corpus 
Christi Diocese. These donations are used towards the educational need of our 
seminarians. Bishop Mulvey was very appreciative of the Fraternal’s contribu-
tion to the formation of seminarians.
  The KJZT Family Life Clerical Endowment Fund, through Spiritual Bouquets 
and Perpetual Enrollments, is a way of honoring a living or deceased loved one 
in Mass. The funds collected through these enrollments are donated to their 
respective Dioceses.
  The CEF is a fund consisting of voluntary donations from our members, So-
cieties, and others. The purpose of the fund is to benefit those studying for the 
priesthood. Our State Chaplain offers Masses for both the donors and enrollees 
of the CEF. A gift of an Annual or Perpetual Enrollment, instead of a material 
gift, expresses thoughtfulness to a friend or loved one on a special occasion, 
time of need or remembrance through its spiritual benefits. Pictured (L to R) are Most Rev. Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL, DD, Bishop of the Corpus Christi Diocese, 

and State Director Betty Vacek.
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Calendar of Events
June 28
Splashway RSVP’s are due! Please call 1-888-253-2338 to let us know you will 
be attending. See page 9 of this Journal for more information. Join us!

June 30
The District III Social will be held at St. John’s Parish Hall at 209 E. Bell St. in 
Fayetteville. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. with a meal and Social to follow. 
Please RSVP by June 20th to Mary Jane Toddy at 979-249-6231 or Rose Rohde 
at 979-249-3635. Hosted by Society No. 10 Fayetteville. 

July 4
The State Office will be closed in observance of Independence Day. 

July 13
The District XV/XVI Social will be held at St. Michaels Catholic Church in 
Lake Jackson in the Angelina Room with registration at 11 a.m. Co-hosted by 
Societies No. 99 Baytown and No. 115 Freeport. 

July 14
Save the Date for KJZT Family Fun Day 2019! It will be held at Splashway Wa-
terpark in Sheridan, beginning with Mass at 10 a.m. See page 9 of this Journal 
for more information on tickets. Come join in the fun!

July 21
The District VIII Social will be held. Hosted by Society No. 30 East Bernard

July 28
The District X Social will be held at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Hall 
at 601 W. Houston St. in Abbott. Registration will begin at 11:30 with a meal 
and Social to follow. Please RSVP by July 14th to Frances Pustejovsky at 254-
582-2267. Hosted by Society No. 104 Abbott.

August 3
The 7th Annual South Texas Summer POLKA FEST is upon us! Doors open at 
11 a.m. with meals available for purchase. Polka bands include the Czechahol-
ics & Majeks. Admission is $10. It will be held at Moravian Hall at 5601 Kosto-
ryz Rd. in Corpus Christi. Sponsored by Czech Heritage Society of South Texas.

August 10
The District XI/XII Social will be held. Hosted by Society No. 93 Austin

August 15
The State Office will be closed in observance of The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

August 17
The District IV Social will be held. Hosted by Society No. 34 Hobson.

Coming November 17, 2019
The Messy Family Project

Mike and Alicia Hernon Bio
Michael and Alicia Hernon are the founders of The Messy Family Project, a 
ministry that gives advice and encouragement and seeks to spark a conversation 
between spouses on how to be the best parents for their children. Parents of 10 
children ages 6 to 23, Mike and Alicia offer down to earth, practical insights 
into family life through their podcast, which is downloaded over 20,000 times 
every month.

Conference Topics
All talks can include time for couple discussion. Handouts will be given to cou-
ples to facilitate a conversation and ongoing communication between spouses 
regarding the talk topic.

Messy Parenting 101: It is a myth that there is a perfect way to be a parent. 
The reality is that every family, every couple, every child is different but when 
parents work together, they can figure it out. Sharing wisdom borne from ex-
perience, Mike and Alicia share practical advice, encouragement, and tools to 
enable spouses to collaborate so they can make a plan to parent their children 
without losing their mind.

Keeping Love Alive: The grace to be a mother or father comes from the Sac-
rament of Marriage. Realizing this is the first step to become an effective par-
ent. When parents strengthen their marriage they are able to love their children 
more effectively and create a community of faith and love within the home.  In 
this session, Mike and Alicia remind couples of the beauty of marriage, give 
practical ways to renew the well and demonstrate the effect marriage has on the 
culture within the family.

Growing a Family Culture: Creating a Family Culture is a powerful way to 
influence our children in a way that goes beyond our relationship with any one 
individual child. It is greater than just you or your spouse. Family Culture is 
the unspoken system that binds your family together and communicates your 
expectations, beliefs, and values more powerfully than any written word. It is a 
natural construct, but it is actually spiritual also because it creates an invisible 
web that binds your family together. This system of values and beliefs that result 
in behavior powerfully forms the way of life for your family. Parents need to 
be thoughtful and intentional about the culture that they are stewarding within 
their home.

www.messyfamilyproject.org
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Refer us to your Family and Friends for a chance
to win $125 each month!

You are entered one time for every referral you send in, whether the person joins KJZT or not! All we ask is that you make sure the person you are recom-
mending is aware that we will be calling to invite them to be part of us! Who can you recommend? KJZT membership is open to everyone no matter what their 
religious status is. Remember, the more people you recommend, the better your chances of winning! All qualified entries count! For more information, call the 
State Office or go to www.kjzt.org.

A Qualified Referral means that the person you are referring is aware that an agent will be contacting them about joining KJZT Family Life. The referral will 
be given to a KJZT agent to set up an appointment. The Sales Department will keep track of all referrals submitted. Every referral submitted is entered into 
our monthly drawing!

Contest Rules: Contest runs from January 1 – December 31, 2019
•	 Agents, State Office Staff, Directors, Officers and any members of their households are not eligible for prize drawings.
•	 Winners must agree to have their names and likenesses used in KJZT ads and promotions. Members should contact anyone they refer and advise them 
	 an agent will be contacting them offering KJZT life insurance and annuity products. If KJZT finds that a member is submitting names without advising 
	 the referral beforehand, that member will be declared ineligible. Rules are administered through the KJZT State Office and can be changed at any time.

I want to invite                          			      to connect with KJZT Family Life. 

I am                          			    of Society No.                          		

You can contact this Prospective Member at: Phone                          		             Email                          	              

Address                          			                                                                 

I, a current member, can be reached at: Phone                          		             Email                          	              

Scholarships m People Helping People Program m Feeding Families Across Texas m Volunteer Opportunities in Parishes & Communities m 

KJZT Family Life     PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760     1-888-253-2338     info@kjzt.org     www.kjzt.org

m Camp Guardian Angel m Whole Life Insurance m Term Insurance m 30/30 YES Plan m Senior Life Insurance m Tax-Deferred Annuities m
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LubbockLet’s Connect!
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  Dealing with cataracts is a common medical situ-
ation, especially as a person accumulates years 
(ages!), so it should be helpful to understand a bit 
more about the condition. When the eye’s natural 
lens begins to get cloudy, we call it a cataract. The 
lens of the eye is right behind the pupil and is nor-
mally clear, being composed mostly of water and 
proteins. As we age the proteins may clump to-
gether and get larger over time leading to cloudi-

ness of the lens. Early on we might not even know or sense a cataract
is forming. However, if the protein clumps become larger over time, vision can 
be affected with blurriness or changes in our color vision.
  Cataracts typically begin developing in people 40 years of age or older but 
vision may not be affected until after age 60. Younger people can also develop 
cataracts related to trauma of the eye, or genetic and other medical conditions. 
Common complaints for those with cataracts include double vision, poor night 
vision, changes seeing colors, blurriness, or frequent changes for vision pre-
scription. Your doctor can frequently see a cataract on eye exam and a physician 
specializing in eye care (ophthalmologist) is often consulted to further assess 
and recommend treatment when necessary.
  Even though age may play the most important role in developing cataracts, 
there are conditions that are thought to be linked to cataract development. These 
include diabetes, smoking, exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays, high blood 
pressure, obesity, hormone replacement, certain medications, eye trauma or 
surgery, inflammatory conditions, and family history. It is not known if we can 
definitively prevent age-related cataracts from developing but there are some 
recommendations for overall eye care. Wear sunglasses to reduce ultraviolet 
exposure to the eyes, a known cause of cataracts. Stop smoking as many doctors 
believe cataracts are more prevalent in those who smoke. Get regular eye exams 
that might pick up eye medical issues early and, at least, help
with planning for future eye health.
  Surgery for cataracts is very common and often necessary when vision is sub-
stantially affected such as difficulty reading or vision changes with driving or 
watching TV. The surgery is safe and effective. The clouded cataract is removed 
and a permanent artificial lens is put in place. Near-perfect vision is often the 
result of a successful cataract surgery. There are even different types of lenses 
to choose from and your doctor can help you decide what may be best for you.
  Worldwide, cataracts are responsible for 51 percent of blindness according to 
the World Health Organization. Recognizing and managing vision issues relat-
ed to cataracts will continue to be a prominent health issue in the United States 
and world for decades to come.

Page 7

Will I Get Cataracts?
By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical AdviserLet’s Connect! - $125 Prize

-January: Darlene Simcik, #117 Waco
-February: Judy Balzer, #1 Yoakum
-March: Mary K Marusak, #130 Georgetown
-April: Eileen Rosipal, #93 Austin
-May: Rose Marie Janak, #72 El Campo

BIG Giveaway - $25 Prize
-January: Michael Guresky, #89 Sinton
-February: Theresa Ahlschlager, #31 La Grange
-March: Christopher Hovde, #11 West
-April: Cheryl Stone, #34 Hobson
-May: Leon Rieger, #48 Cameron
See p. 6 and below for more information on how you can 

get your chance to enter today!

Contest Winners!
KJZT Family Life JournalMay/June 2019

The next issue's deadline is July 17th. Please mail your articles and 
photos to: Pam Strickland, Editor, PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760 

or by email to info@kjzt.org

To celebrate the rollout of our new website, we are giving our KJZT 
Family Life members a chance to win $25. We will hold a monthly draw-

ing and you can be eligible to win just by visiting our new website. 
Look for the Monthly Giveaway section and register one time. 

The contest will run January 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019. 
Some rules and restrictions may apply.
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Interest Rates on New Deposits
Please note interest rates may be changed 

without notice and will take effect
on anniversary date.

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 2.00%
$50,000 or more    = 2.25%

(Rates are guaranteed for 3 or 5 year surrender charge period)

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rates on new 
certificates is 1.65%

What Are We Giving Our Children? 
7 Things to Consider

For 125 years, KJZT Family Life has offered spe-
cial products to create financial gifts for children.  
Our life insurance products are most often used 
for this purpose.  Occasionally people ask us why 
we issue life insurance for children.  

Here are 7 reasons why we recommend 
these products:

1.	 KJZT Family Life members are concerned about the financial future 	
	 of their children and grandchildren.
2.	 KJZT Family Life members have financial resources today that they 	
	 want to share with their children and grandchildren.
3.	 KJZT Family Life members want to share their values of giving back 
	 to the community with their children and grandchildren.
4.	 KJZT Family Life members are looking for effective ways to create 	
	 financial resources for their children and grandchildren.
5.	 KJZT Family Life members want to let their children and grandchil-	
	 dren know how valuable the child is to the family.
6.	 KJZT Family Life members want to let their children and grandchil-	
	 dren know of their hopes and dreams for the child’s future.
7.	 KJZT Family Life members want to give their children and grandchil-	
	 dren a financial “head start”.

KJZT Family Life members continue to use our products to insure their children 
and grandchildren because they remain satisfied that the products help them 
achieve their goals.   

KJZT Family Life and our representatives are ready to share these solutions 
with you and your family.  Call KJZT Family Life at (888) 253-2338, email 
sales@kjzt.org, or find us at www.kjzt.org to learn more.

By Pete Newman, LUTCF, CLU, 
Marketing and Sales Manager

Juniors Represent KJZT 
at National Polka Festival
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July 14, 2019
Sheridan, Texas

Splashway Waterpark is allowing an early entrance for our group for Mass with State Chaplain Father Gary 
Janak at 10 a.m. under the Pavilion. There will be a reserved area marked KJZT Family Life. Door prizes, fel-

lowship, snacks, and the distribution of wristbands will follow Mass. 

Waterpark Tickets/Wristband
$27.99/Guest - Over 42 inches

Children under the age of 2 - Free

Waterpark opens at Noon and closes at 6 p.m. Attendees will not have to re-enter the park. Meal Ticket/
Wristband will be provided by KJZT Family Life. 

Tickets must be pre-purchased from the State Office with cash or check only. Checks payable to KJZT Family 
Life. Mail to KJZT Family Life, 

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760, Attn: Liz Hernandez.

We will be giving away 2 Family 4-packs with Cabanas!
RSVP to the State Office at 1-888-253-2338 by June 28th to join us.

KJZT Family Funday 2019
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Alex Acuna, son of 
Johnny, Jr. and Cynthia 
Acuna of Beasley, is a 
member of 22 Wallis. 
He will be a freshman 
next fall at Wharton 
County Junior College 
where he will major in 
Wildlife Biology.

Amber Adamcik, 
daughter of William 
and Karen Adamcik of 
Wallis, is a member of 
22 Wallis. She will be a 
senior next fall at Texas 
A&M University where 
she will continue to 
study Genetics.

Anna Adamek, daugh-
ter of David and Amy 
Adamek of Shiner, is a 
member of 14 Moulton. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Telecommunications.

Cristina Bahena, 
daughter of Jesus and 
Maria Reyes Bahena of 
Houston, is a member of 
120 Sugarland. She will 
be a freshman next fall 
at the University of Dal-
las where she will major 
in Education.

Mallory Ballew, daugh-
ter of Randall, Jr., and 
Annette Ballew of Ab-
bott, is a member of 104 
Abbott. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will continue 
to study  Horticulture.

Sarah Bellanger, 
daughter of David and 
Bernadette Bellanger 
of Inez, is a member 
of 101 Victoria. She 
will be a freshman 
next fall at Victoria 
College where she 
will major in Nursing.

Carsen Berry, son of 
Kevin and Angie Berry 
of Lake Jackson, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a freshman 
next fall at Brazosport 
College where he will 
major in Chemical Pro-
cess Tech.

Mary Clare Blackburn, 
daughter of Bren and 
Elizabeth Blackburn of 
Texas City, is a member 
of 124 Texas City. She 
will be a freshman next 
fall at the University of 
Dallas where she will 
major in Biology.

Abigail Bludau, daugh-
ter of Donnie and Mary 
Jo Bludau of Halletts-
ville, is a member of 3 
St. Mary’s. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will major in 
Kinesiology.

2019 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce our...

Hannah Bludau, daugh-
ter of Thomas and Gayle 
Bludau of Hallettsville, 
is a member of 2 Hal-
lettsville. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will major in 
Biological Engineering.

Brandi Bratton, daugh-
ter of Brandon and Gina 
Bratton of Bryan, is a 
member of 83 Flatonia. 
She will be a senior next 
fall at Sam Houston State 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Agriculture Business.

Tye Bratton, son of 
Brent and Dawn Bratton 
of Athens, is a member 
of 83 Flatonia. He will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where he will continue 
to study Pre-Veterinary 
Medicine.
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Chelsea Brothers, 
daughter of Kenneth 
and Darlene Brothers of 
West Point, is a member 
of 4 Praha. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M - Corpus 
Christi where she will 
major in Nursing.

Miles Buchta, son of 
Mark and Marilyn Bu-
chta of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a senior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity where he will 
continue to study Envi-
ronmental Architecture.

Adriana Cabrera, 
daughter of Juan and 
Amanda Cabrera of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
freshman next fall at a 
college yet to be deter-
mined. She would like 
to major in Social Work.

Daniel Castanon, son 
of Isidro and Angelina 
Castanon of Palacios, is 
a member of 126 Pala-
cios. He will be a fresh-
man next fall at Texas 
A&M University where 
he will major in Chemi-
cal Engineering.

Margaret Castanon, 
daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a senior next fall at 
Texas A&M - Kingsville 
where she will continue 
to study Accounting.

Theresa Castanon, 
daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas A&M - Kingsville 
where she will study An-
imal Science.

Kate Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxahachie, 
is a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University where 
she will major in Crimi-
nal Justice.

Kyla Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxahachie, 
is a member of 16 En-
nis. She will be a senior 
next fall at Texas A&M - 
Corpus Christi where she 
will continue to study 
Environmental Science.

Ann Chapple, daughter 
of Darris and Marietta 
Chapple of Giddings, is 
a member of 11 West. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Lamar Uni-
versity where she will 
continue to study Com-
puter Science.

Robert Charles Con-
rad, son of Robert and 
Melissa Conrad of West 
Columbia, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. He will 
be a freshman next fall 
at Texas A&M - Kings-
ville where he will ma-
jor in Engineering.

Gracen Dach, daughter 
of Michael and Kimber-
ly Dach of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will major in Poultry 
Science.

Nicole Earnest, daugh-
ter of Scott and Lanette 
Earnest of Pearland, is 
a member of 42 Sealy. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Liberty Uni-
versity where she will 
major in BioPsychology.

William Fojtik, son of 
Quentin and Stephanie 
Fojtik of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a senior next 
fall at Texas State Uni-
versity where he will 
continue to study Eco-
nomics.

Sophia Galvan, daugh-
ter of Tammy Galvan 
of West Columbia, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas State 
University where she 
will major in Nursing.

Triston Giesie, son of 
Carl and Angela Giesie 
of Brazoria, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. He will 
be a senior next fall at 
Texas State University 
where he will continue 
to study Public Rela-
tions.
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Rachel Givens, daugh-
ter of Kevin and Anna 
Givens of Round Rock, 
is a member of 21 
Marak. She will be a 
junior next fall at Texas 
Tech University where 
she will continue to 
study Psychology.

Katy Harman, daugh-
ter of Karl and Margie 
Harman of New Ulm, is 
a member of 23 Hostyn. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at a college yet 
to be determined where 
she will major in Engi-
neering.

Brian Hayek, son of 
Douglas and Patricia 
Hayek of Portland, is a 
member of 118 Taft. He 
will be a freshman next 
fall at a college yet to be 
determined. His major is 
undecided.

Krystin Hodges, daugh-
ter of Montgomery, IV and 
Nancy Hodges of Shiner, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at the University 
of Texas at Austin where 
she will continue to study 
Business.

Chris Hovde, son 
of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a freshman next 
fall at McLennan Com-
munity College. His ma-
jor is undecided.

Nicolas Hovde, son 
of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a senior next fall 
at the University of Dal-
las where he will con-
tinue to study Business.

Emily Hutchins, daugh-
ter of Darrell and Kim 
Hutchins of Garland, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at the Univer-
sity of Texas - Arlington 
where she will major in 
Engineering.

Claire Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a senior next fall 
at Texas State Univer-
sity where she will con-
tinue to study Finance.

Justin Hutyra, son of 
Matt and Amy Hutyra 
of Ennis, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. He will be 
a sophomore next fall at 
Navarro College where 
he will continue to study 
Criminal Justice.

Katie Hutyra, daughter 
of Mark and Amy Hutyra 
of West, is a member of 
11 West. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
McLennan Community 
College where she will 
continue to study Health 
Sciences.

Grace Irvin, daughter 
of Douglas and Mar-
lene Irvin of Shiner, is a 
member of 14 Moulton. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will major in Nursing.

Jennah Janak, daugh-
ter of David and Debo-
rah Janak of Angleton, 
is a member of 115 Free-
port. She will be a senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Horticulture.

Thomas Janak, son 
of David and Deborah 
Janak of Angleton, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where he will 
continue to study Fi-
nance.

Chad Janicek, son 
of Chris and Charlene 
Janicek of Sealy, is a 
member of 4 Praha. He 
will be a junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity where he will con-
tinue to study Electrical 
Engineering.

Jenna Jares, daughter 
of Cindy Jares of West, 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at the Univer-
sity of Mary Hardin-
Baylor where she will 
major in Occupational 
Therapy.
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Derek Kapavik, son 
of David and Trish 
Kapavik of Shiner, is 
a member of 5 Shiner. 
He will be a senior next 
fall at the University of 
Texas at Austin where 
he will continue to study 
Government.

Hope Kapavik, daugh-
ter of David and Trish 
Kapavik of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. She 
will be a freshman next 
fall at Texas State Uni-
versity where she will 
major in Business.

Kaley Kaspar, daughter 
of Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at a college yet 
to be determined. Her 
major is undecided.

Karch Kaspar, son 
of Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University - Kingsville 
where he will continue 
to study Business.

Amy Koncaba, daugh-
ter of Edward and Cyn-
thia Koncaba of Flatonia, 
is a member of 4 Praha. 
She will be a junior next 
fall at Sam Houston State 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Special Education.

Katy Krenek, daughter 
of Richard and Tammy 
Krenek of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Temple Col-
lege where she will ma-
jor in Respiratory Ther-
apy.

Hailey Kriska, daugh-
ter of Tony and Melanie 
Kriska of Palmer, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. She 
will be a senior next fall 
at the University of Tex-
as at Austin where she 
will continue to study 
English.

Hannah Kriska, daugh-
ter of Tony and Melanie 
Kriska of Palmer, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. She 
will be a sophomore next 
fall at Navarro College 
where she will continue 
to study Child Develop-
ment.

Sarah Kulhanek, 
daughter of Chris and 
Brenda Kulhanek of 
Sealy, is a member of 
22 Wallis. She will be a 
junior next fall at Texas 
State University where 
she will continue to study 
Biology.

Taylar Laughlin, 
daughter of John Laugh-
lin and Susan Parker of 
Brazoria, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. She will 
be a freshman next fall at 
Sam Houston State Uni-
versity where she will 
major in Business. 

Noah Leist, son of Bri-
an and Denise Leist of 
Yoakum, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. He will be a 
junior next fall at Texas 
A&M University where 
he will continue to study 
History.

Magdlen Lincks, 
daughter of Jeff and 
Beverly Lincks of Red 
Oak, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will major in 
Biomedical Science.

Matthias Litzmann, 
son of Mark and Bar-
bara Litzmann of Sealy, 
is a member of 22 Wal-
lis. He will be a junior 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University where 
he will continue to study 
Psychology.

Gabe Matous, son of 
Jeffery and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a freshman next 
fall at the University 
of the Incarnate Word 
where he will major in 
Physical Therapy.

Payton Matous, son 
of Jeffery and Stepha-
nie Matous of Ennis, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a junior next 
fall at the University of 
Pennsylvania where he 
will continue to study 
Linguistics.
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Allison Mican, daugh-
ter of Randy and Jeannie 
Mican of Schulenburg, 
is a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Victoria College where 
she will major in Physi-
cal Therapy.

Delaney Orsak, daugh-
ter of Ben and Valerie 
Orsak of Needville, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Tyler 
where she will continue 
to study Nursing.

Emma Ostermann, daugh-
ter of Thomas and Kris-
tine Ostermann of Flower 
Mound, is a member of 16 
Ennis. She will be a freshman 
next fall at Franciscan Uni-
versity of Steubenville where 
she will major in Humanities 
and Catholic Culture.

Marie (Ariet) Pavlicek, 
daughter of John and Jac-
qui Pavlicek of Guy, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Stephen F. 
Austin State University 
where she will continue 
to study Social Work.

Brittany Pless, daugh-
ter of Leigh Pless of 
Wharton, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. She will 
be a sophomore next fall 
at Blinn College - Bryan 
where she will continue 
to study Nursing.

Garrett Pless, son of 
Leigh Pless of Wharton, 
is a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a fresh-
man next fall at Wharton 
County Junior College 
where he will major in 
Chemical Operations.

Bailey Isabella Prachyl, 
daughter of Jeffrey and 
Erin Prachyl of Waxa-
hachie, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
junior next fall at Trin-
ity University where she 
will continue to study In-
ternational Business.

Lydia Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Robert and 
Traci Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Tarleton State University 
where she will major in 
Business.

Payton Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Phil and 
Kathy Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will continue 
to study Kinesiology.

Celton Rainosek, son 
of Andrew and Donna 
Rainosek of Halletts-
ville, is a member of 2 
Hallettsville. He will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Blinn College where he 
will major in Account-
ing.

Morgan Reinecker, 
daughter of Bradley and 
Roxanne Reinecker of 
Wallis, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will be 
a senior next fall at Whar-
ton County Junior Col-
lege where she will con-
tinue to study Nursing.

John Conner Rejcek, 
son of Laddy and Melo-
dy Rejcek of Palmer, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a sophomore 
next fall at Navarro Col-
lege where he will con-
tinue to study Business.

Brayden Sanchez, 
grandson of Connie 
Hackett of Malone, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a freshman next 
fall at Central Methodist 
University where he will 
major in Business.

Kasi Schneider, daugh-
ter of Bubba and Shelly 
Schneider of Damon, is 
a member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will major in Biomedi-
cal Science.

Angelette Siegel, 
daughter of Donald and 
Bernadette Siegel of 
Yoakum, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Victoria College where 
she will major in Nurs-
ing.
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Juliette Siegel, daughter 
of Donald and Berna-
dette Siegel of Yoakum, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a senior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity where she will 
continue to study Eng-
lish.

Anna Slovak, daughter 
of Darren and Debo-
rah Slovak of Ennis, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas Tech 
University where she 
will major in Engineer-
ing.

Sara Sopchak, daughter 
of George and Amanda 
Sopchak of Needville, is 
a member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Wharton 
County Junior College 
where she will continue 
to study Radiology.

Erin Soward, daughter 
of David and Frances 
Soward of Jourdanton, 
is a member of 75 Jour-
danton. She will be a 
freshman next fall at the 
University of Texas at 
Austin where she will 
major in Biology.

Erin Tomek, daughter 
of George and Veronica 
Tomek of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Blinn Col-
lege - Bryan where she 
will continue to study 
Ag Communications.

Jessica Tomek, daugh-
ter of David and Cynthia 
Tomek of Hallettsville, 
is a member of 2 Hal-
lettsville. She will be a 
freshman next fall at a 
college yet to be deter-
mined where she will 
major in Music.

Anthony Trojacek, son 
of Michael and Susan 
Trojacek of Canton, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a senior next 
fall at the University of 
Texas at Tyler where he 
will continue to study 
Criminal Justice.

Jazmin Vaculin, daugh-
ter of Jeremy and Me-
lissa Vaculin of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Temple College where 
she will major in Nurs-
ing.

Ashlyn Vitovsky, 
daughter of Bryan and 
Evette Vitovsky of En-
nis, is a member of 16 
Ennis. She will be a ju-
nior next fall at Navarro 
College where she will 
continue to study Nurs-
ing.

Aubrey Vitovsky, daugh-
ter of Bryan and Evette Vi-
tovsky of Ennis, is a mem-
ber of 16 Ennis. She will be 
a junior next fall at Dallas 
County Community Col-
lege - Cedar Valley where 
she will continue to study to 
be a Veterinary Technician.

Kendall Williams, 
daughter of Chris and 
Leanne Williams, is a 
member of 43 Ganado. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at Victoria Col-
lege where she will ma-
jor in Nursing.

Cameron Wolf, son of 
Floyd and Mary Wolf of 
West, is a member of 11 
West. He will be a senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University.
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District News
District VI Social

  The District VI Social was held on April 7, 2019. The Social was hosted by 
KJZT Society No. 46 Corpus Christi and was enjoyed by over 40 attendees. 
President/CEO Pam Strickland, VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, State 
Chaplain Father Gary Janak, State Director Betty Vacek, State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Marketing and Sales Manager Pete Newman 
were present. A Memorial Service recognizing 20 members was held. Junior 
members who placed in the 2018 State Photo Competition were presented 
awards. Each active Junior member present received a small gift. Fifty-year and 
Seventy-five year membership pins were handed out to this year’s recipients of 
the District. Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded to Societies 46 Corpus 
Christi, 89 Sinton, and 118 Taft.
  Don’t forget to check the Calendar of Events on page 5 to see when the Social 
in your area is being held. There are new promotional items, and new t-shirts. 
Historical items are on display from the Fraternal’s history. 
  Come celebrate 125 Years with your KJZT community!

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Chaplain Father Gary Janak, Mary Jo Norrell, Margaret Mengers, State 
Director Betty Vacek, President/CEO Pam Strickland, and VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, Janette Scholz, Marian Tajchman, President/CEO 
Pam Strickland, and VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek.

$125 Gift Card Winners
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Pam Strickland, Mary Jo Norrell, Sarah Ring, Paulette Fay, State 
Director Betty Vacek, and VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek.

District IX Social
Pictured sitting and enjoying the accordion music at the District IX Social is Irene Brosch. The Chap-
lain of Society No. 100 Bay City, Father Greg Korenek, played the accordion at the event and pro-
vided everyone present with a great ambience to enjoy.

District Social Entertainment

District VI Social
Pictured (L to R) are Martha Ann Majek, and Society No. 46 President, Catherine Mokry. Martha 
provided accordion music for all the guests to enjoy. Society No. 46 was very glad to have her and 
we thank Martha for sharing her talent with us.



District IX Junior Representative
Pictured (at left, L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Matthew Brown of 
Society No. 126 Palacios. Pictured (at right, L to R) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne 
Wick, and District IX Junior Representative Matthew Brown lighting the candle for the Memorial 
Service.

District IX Junior Members
Pictured (L to R in front) are Griffin Janecek, Cullen Janecek, and Evan Janecek, all 3 of Society 
No. 101 Victoria, and 126 Palacios Junior Director Melissa Brown with Patricia Castanon, Victoria 
Castanon, Rebecca Castanon, and Veronika Castanon, all members of Society No. 126 Palacios.
Pictured (L to R in back) are State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick, Matthew Brown, and 
Daniel Castanon. Brown and Castanon are members of Society No. 126 Palacios.
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  The District IX Social was held on May 19, 2019. The Social was hosted by 
KJZT Society No. 100 Bay City and was enjoyed by over 50 attendees. 
President/CEO Pam Strickland, VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, State 
Chaplain Father Gary Janak, State Director Betty Vacek, State Coordinator of 
Junior Activities Anne Wick, and Marketing and Sales Manager Pete Newman 
were present. A Memorial Service recognizing 30 members was held. The 
District IX Junior Representative, Matthew Brown of Society No. 126 Palacios 
was awarded a certificate and gift for all of his hard work. Fifty-year and 
Seventy-five year membership pins were handed out to this year’s recipients of 
the District. Fraternal Status Certificates were awarded.

District IX Social

Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, Margaret 
Hicks, Beatrice Steffek, Carolyn Kolle, President/CEO Pam Strickland, and State Chaplain Father 
Gary Janak.

Fraternal Status Awards
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Betty Vacek, State Chaplain Father Gary Janak, Janet Holub 
for 72 El Campo, Evelyn Dierlam for 101 Victoria, Doris Andel for 111 Edna, Cecilia French for 43 
Ganado, Melissa Brown for 126 Palacios, Karen Owens for 100 Bay City, and VP/Financial Controller 
Carrie Janecek.

$125 Gift Card Winners
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Pam Strickland, Evelyn Dierlam, Theresa Castanon, Cecilia 
French, and VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek.
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KJZT Society No. 111 of St. Agnes 
Catholic Church held their Annual 

Bake Sale. All sorts of homemade goodies were sold 
in the foyer after all Masses on Palm Sunday.

Pictured (L to R) are President Doris Andel and Vice-President 
Mary Sheblak.

111 Edna

Society News

KJZT Society No. 5 Shiner hosted 
the birthday party at the Shiner 

Nursing & Rehab Center on April 10, 2019. Ko-
laches, punch and birthday cake were served to the 
birthday honorees and residents. Mr. Laddie Kurtz 
serenaded everyone by singing and playing the pia-
no. All had a good time singing along to all the old 
nostalgic songs familiar to everyone. “Here comes 
Peter Cottontail” was the favorite.

Pictured (L to R) are Rita Kurtz, Dorothy Blackman, Georgia Gro-
barzsky, Dorothy Marcak, Mary Ann Marek, and Pat Brown.

5 Shiner

On April 19, 2019, Good Friday, 
the members of KJZT Family Life, 

Society No. 22 in Wallis assembled and delivered 59 
Easter Baskets to the sick and shut-ins of the Guard-
ian Angel Parish and community.

Pictured (L to R) are Erin, David, Eugenia, and Theresa Kulhanek; 
Adela Wadephul; Lauren, Sarah,  and Mary Kulhanek; Stepha-
niah Phillips, Rebecca Colson, and Judith Michulka. Not pictured 
are Stanley Michulka and John Wadephul.

22 Wallis

On Easter Sunday, April 21st, the 
KJZT Family Life Society No. 22 

and KJT No. 16 co-sponsored an Easter Egg Hunt 
on the Guardian Angel Catholic Church Grounds 
in Wallis. The plastic eggs were filled with candy 
and stickers. Bags with treats such as Fruit Rollups, 
cookies and crackers were also hidden. A special 
area was designated for those children under the 
age of three years. The main area was for those ages 
three through sixth grade.

Pictured are children on the church grounds enjoying the hunt.

22 Wallis

State Director Joyce 
Kurtz presented the 

officers of St. Agnes Society No. 24 Ammannsville 
with Achievement Pins at their April 28th meeting.  
  Vice-President Clara Christ has served as an officer 
for 40 years with 35 of them as the Society Treasurer 
and 5 as Vice-President. President Gloria Miksch, 
Secretary Sharon Kana and Treasurer Nancy Srubar 
have been officers for the past 10 years.

Pictured are Director Kurtz, President Gloria Miksch, Vice-Presi-
dent Clara Christ, Secretary Sharon Kana, and Treasurer Nancy 
Srubar (seated).  

24 Ammannsville

Members of KJZT Society 
No. 115 prepared a delicious 

lunch for the clients at the Work Activity Center. Af-
ter lunch, Cynthia Grandjean and Alice Drapela led 
the group in making craft projects that was enjoyed 
by all.  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Dorothy Novosad, Betty Bartos, Alice 
Martinets, Alice Drapela, Dorothy Kaspar, and Veronica Bohuslav.
Pictured (L to R in back) are Kathy Wishert, Cynthia Grandjean, 
Jimmy Mikes, and Janet Gipson.

115 Freeport

2019 Society “Refer to Earn” Contest
  Your referrals can help your Society earn up to $500! This contest will run in conjunction with “Let’s 
Connect!” All qualified referrals must be submitted to the State Office between January 1, 2019 - 
December 31, 2019. 
  Information sheets with all the contest rules were mailed to the Societies. Talk to your State Director 
for more details, or if you have any questions. Good luck!



  The Fraternal 100 Project $100 will be donated to 
the Fayette County Community Theatre. The Dis-
trict V Social will be held September 22nd and host-
ed by the Smithville Society.
  Winning the attendance prize was Kovar and a rose 
bud vase was Eilert. The meeting closed with the 
Memorare, after which members visited while en-
joying finger foods. The next quarterly meeting will 
be August 8th.

The AMEN food pantry in La Grange received a $400 Feeding 
Families Across Texas donation from Society No. 31. Pictured (L 
to R) at the presentation are Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, Vice-
President Joy Kovar, AMEN representative Garry Schellberg, 
Treasurer Barbara Eilert, and President Elizabeth Kallus. 
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The Universal KJZT Family Life Prayer Day is once a month on the first Sunday of each month. 
  Please offer a prayer for all KJZT Family Life members and each other’s intentions.

Members of KJZT 1 Yoakum, 12 Sweet Home, and 
37 Hochheim joined hands at the St. Joseph Pastoral 
Center on Friday, May 3rd to make donations to the 
education of our Diocesan Seminarians.  

Dawne Wendel, Parish secretary, is seen accepting the checks 
from Virgi Ferrell, Gladys Hermes, and Ruby Wigginton. Also pic-
tured are members Roberta Wenzel, Thomas Wenzel, Rose Mary 
Havlik, Janet Zabransky, Mary Ann Matusek, Don Wigginton, Judy 
Balzer, Helen Manning, and Charlene Stehle.

1 Yoakum, 12 Sweet Home, 
and 37 Hochheim

Second quarterly meeting 
was held Thursday, May 

9th in the Sacred Heart Parish Msgr. Harry Center 
at 4:30 p.m. President Elizabeth Kallus opened the 
meeting and led members in opening prayers for 
living and deceased members, especially Margaret 
Finke who passed away March 3rd. Pledges to the 
U.S. and Texas flags were recited.  
  Feeding Families Across Texas $400 donation was 
made to AMEN food pantry in La Grange.  
  La Grange Mayor Janet Moerbe was guest speaker 
and gave an informative talk about the happenings 
in La Grange and continuing city improvements, af-
ter which she signed the Flag Day Proclamation. 
  Reading of the February meeting Minutes was dis-
pensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert gave her report, 
and bills were presented for payment. Secretary 
Marilyn Kothmann read the local and State Office 
news that included the letter informing Society No. 
31 of achieving Platinum Status.
  Joy Kovar, Vice-President, reported on Clerical 
Endowment Fund enrollments, six made by Soci-
ety No. 31 and eleven by individuals; and deceased 
member Margaret Finke was remembered with a 
Mass intention. Two cheer cards were sent. Reports 
on Publicity and Traveling Unity Rosary were given. 

31 La Grange

Pictured is Marshall Program, Guest Speaker, La Grange Mayor 
Janet Moerbe.

St. Anne’s KJZT Society No. 4 Praha 
held their 2nd Quarterly Meeting on 

April 3, 2019 at the home of Georgia Cerny. Meet-
ing was called to order by President Georgia Cerny 
with prayers for the living and deceased members 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
All officers were present, plus 2 additional mem-
bers. Nancy Jasek read the minutes of the February 
10th, 2019 meeting and news from the State Office. 
KJZT is celebrating 125 years all year long. There 
is a new Sales Manager, Pete Newman, and there 

4 Praha

is a Let’s Connect contest for a chance to win $125 
each month. One referral is all it takes to enter the 
contest. A Family Fun Day at Splashway Water Park 
in Sheridan will be in July. 
  Thank you notes were read. One Get Well card and 
2 CEF enrollments were sent by individuals since 
the last meeting. Pat Masek gave the Treasurer’s Re-
port.
  New Business: The Society is going to participate 
in Join Hands Day on May 9th at the Celebration 
House. Members made 34 goody bags for residents 
at Oak Manor Nursing Center for Easter. 
  The Annual July meeting will be on the 28th after 
Mass. There will be refreshments and all are invited. 
The meeting closed with the Memorare.

At the Society’s May 5, 2019 
meeting, they collected items 

for the Assumption Parish food pantry plus $50.00.

Pictured (L to R) are Marie Foyt, Secretary/Treasurer Beverly 
Foyt, Jean Rayhill, Vice-President Louise Widacki, Gracie Per-
rard, and Gladys Tobias.

32 Houston

On Sunday, April 7 2019, the 
Frydek KJZT Society provided 

desserts and entertainment at the Sealy Nursing 
Home. The residents enjoyed Czech singing, danc-
ing and kolache desserts. 

In attendance from Frydek were Laura Eschenburg, Geraldine 
Hamil, Filothea Eschenburg, Mildred Ondruch, Maxinne Rudulph, 
and Sharlene Havel.

29 Frydek
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West KJZT members went to visit resi-
dents at St. Catherine and Providence 

Village on Tuesday, May 7th. They brought kolach-
es and corsages made by the West KJZT Juniors.

Pictured (L to R) are Angie Hovde, Willie Mae Podsednik, Theresa 
Plsek and Dolores Sykora. Willie Mae Podsednik will celebrate 
her 90th birthday on Mother’s Day – May 12th. She is a member 
of Tours society and is holding a corsage made for her by the West 
Junior members.

Pictured (L to R) are Dolores Sykora, Theresa Plsek, Cressie Gi-
rard and Angie Hovde. She will celebrate her 98th birthday on 
June 2nd. She is a member of West society.

11 West KJZT BAKE SALE – HUGE SUC-
CESS, SATURDAY – APRIL 13TH 

- BENEFIT FOR MICHAEL & APRIL WARREN 
FAMILY. KJZT Society No. 11 held a bake sale on 
Saturday, April 13th at the St. Mary’s Cafeteria for 
the Michael and April Warren Family which was a 
HUGE SUCCESS. The total made was $5,432.00 
and the State Office matched it up to $1,000.00, so 
total made was $6,432.00.
  KJZT Society No. 11 wants to thank all who came 
to help out, bought the ingredients, brought baked 
goods for bake sale, those who purchased baked 
goods and those that gave monetary donations.
  The money was presented to the Warren family 
before the meeting on April 14th. Michael gave a 
heart-warming thank you to the members and the 
Society was so glad to help such a needy family.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Henrietta Charanza, Delois Earl, 
Chris Doskocil, Edith Cernosek and Mary Ann Cocek. Pictured 
(L to R in second row) are Libbie Veselka, Beatrice Nors, Mason 
Warren, Gracie Warren, April Warren, Geraldine Laubert, Mary 
Kallus, Dolores Sykora and Joyce Nors. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Jeanette Karlik, Henrietta Kolar, Theresa Plsek, Michael War-
ren, Evelyn Stuckly, Mary Ann Stone, and Margaret Webre.

11 West

The Society hosted a baby shower 
at their April meeting. Gifts and 

cash donations were given to the Gabriel Project of 
St. Louis Catholic Church. Michelle Hyzak made 
a beautiful cake featuring baby booties made from 
large marshmallows. Members in attendance had a 
great time playing a variety of baby shower games.

Pictured is the special cake made by Michelle Hyzak.

93 Austin

Members of KJZT St. Elizabeth So-
ciety No. 6, Bryan, worked at the 

39th Annual St. Joseph Parish Festival on Tabor 
Road in Bryan held on Sunday, May 5, 2019, after a 
turbulent and rainy week here in the Brazos Valley.  
The sun was out on Sunday for us though, but park-
ing was “iffy,” so the church provided shuttle trans-
portation at a nearby school to and from the Festival 
grounds.  The Festival theme this year was TEXAS, 
OUR TEXAS, whereby the booths were decorated 
in the Texas flair of the Lone Star State.  Our Cake 
Wheel booth was decorated in red gingham, thanks 
to our decorators, Cheryl Wenck and Helen Metzer.  
The Festival included a raffle, silent auction, main 
auction, game and wheel booths, bar-b-q meal, food 
booths of all varieties, Book Nook, Kolache Sale, 
Ice Cream Parlor, and a lot of children’s games and 
activities.  Our Society was responsible for setting 
up and running the Cake Wheel booth during the 
Festival from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and then for 
dismantling the booth and cleaning the area.  We 
used our KJZT blue tablecloth for the Cake table.  
Other members, headed by Janet Luza, set up and 
ran the Game Ticket booth the entire day, selling 
tickets to be used for games, wheels and other food 
items.  Our Society also donated $500.00 as one of 
the main raffle items.  Everyone enjoyed a sunny 
and cool Festival Day commemorating the Feast 
of St. Joseph the Worker, patron saint of St. Joseph 
Parish in Bryan.
Submitted by Liz Zemanek, Secretary

Pictured (L to R) are Loretta Lanicek, Alisa Zubik, and Mary Hovo-
rak.

6 Bryan

The Society presented a 
box of colorful pencils with 

“KJZT Family Life” on them to St. Philip the Apos-
tle Catholic School in El Campo.

Pictured is St. Philip School Principal Gwen Edwards, who is also 
a KJZT member.

72 El Campo
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The Society held a very suc-
cessful bake sale on March 

23rd-24th. Proceeds were donated to Promise 
Pointe, a new endeavor of Sister Rebecca Janacek’s. 
Sister Rebecca is a member of 101 Victoria and was 
able to be present at the fundraiser.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Rosie Olsovsky, Sister Maria, Evelyn 
Dierlam, and Sister Rebecca Janecek. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Carolyn Nevlud, and Irene Brosch.

101 Victoria

The Society presented a check of 
$200 to the AMEN Food Pantry 

on May 15th. The Society held a St. Joseph’s table 
project and received matching funds from the State 
Office through the Feeding Families Across Texas 
program. Receiving the check was JC Rogers – 
AMEN Representative, from Treasurer Helen Janda.

Those who worked that day were (L to R in back) James Urban, 
JC Rogers, Joke Bergen, President Lillian Kallus, and Secretary 
Verlene Kuntschik. Pictured (L to R in front) is Treasurer Helen 
Janda, and Maggie Smith.

23 Hostyn

After Mass on May 19th, Kath-
leen Pustejovsky, Treasurer of 

Abbott Society No. 104, presented Deacon Denver 
Crawley and Carleen Harris (both representatives of 
Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries) a check for $303.00 
which was a result of the society’s bake sale held on 
April 28th. Thank you to the State Office for match-
ing funds!

Pictured (L to R) are Kathleen Pustejovsky, Deacon Denver Craw-
ley, and Carleen Harris.

104 Abbott

Accepting a donation of 
$303.00 for Red-C Catholic 

Radio (98.3 FM) is Stephanie Lee, Station Direc-
tor. Representing Abbott KJZT Society No. 104 are 
Kathleen Pustejovsky, Treasurer, and Frances Puste-
jovsky, Secretary. Money raised for this benefit re-
sulted from a bake sale on Sunday, April 28th.

Pictured (L to R) are Kathleen Pustejovsky, Stephanie Lee, and 
Frances Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

KJZT Society No. 37, Ho-
chheim, co-sponsored the 

St. Ann Church Fund Raiser on April 13th and 14th. 
KJZT members along with members of St. Ann 
Church and St. Joseph Church are shown  preparing 
and serving the country fried steak dinner and sell-
ing baked goods at the country bake sale. Proceeds 
of the fundraiser will be used to install solar window 
screens at St. Ann Church.

37 Hochheim

Pope Francis’  Prayer Intentions
July 2019

The Integrity of Justice. That those who administer justice may 
work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the 

world may not have the last word.

August 2019
Families, Schools of Human Growth. That families, through their 
life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly “schools of true 

human growth.”
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Society Spotlight: 
Abbott & Ennis Juniors in Action

  KJZT Society No. 104 Abbott Juniors and KJZT Society No. 16 Ennis Juniors 
volunteered with the Texas Ramp Project on Saturday, June 1, 2019. All of the 
Juniors woke up early on Saturday and headed to two different sites where they 
would join together and build a ramp for someone in their community.
  Ten Juniors from Abbott built a ramp for a McLennan County resident that 
Saturday morning, while two younger Juniors delivered a gift basket they had 
assembled for the resident and helped some with the clean up. Junior Director 
Molly Gerik coordinated the site details with a TRP contact for the area.
  Ten Juniors from Ennis built a ramp for a resident of Ellis County and were 
finished, cleaned up, & pulling away in less than 4 hours. Junior Director Joan 

104 Abbott Juniors: Pictured (L to R) are Madison Murphy, Kyle Gerik, Paxton 
Pustejovsky, Keaton Pustejovsky, Allison Murphy, Preston Pustejovsky, Lauren 
Gerik, Katie Hanaway, Kate Pustejovsky, Ally Hanaway, Allison Pustejovsky 
and Ryan Pustejovsky.

16 Ennis Juniors: Pictured (L to R in front) are Easton Ruffin, Madi Matous, 
Mrs. Annie Kubin, and Jake Ruffin. Pictured (L to R in back) are Josh Ruffin, 
Braydon Vitovsky, Hunter Ruffin, Avery Vitovsky, Brenden Ruffin, and Gabe 
Matous.

Johnson planned their project details with the TRP contact in the area.
  The Texas Ramp Project works to build wheelchair ramps for people who are 
in need and cannot afford them. With sites all around the State, we encourage all 
adult and Junior Societies to think about joining in! Please call the State Office 
at 1-888-253-2338 or email info@kjzt.org for more information.
(Contributions to this story were made by Molly Gerik and Joan Johnson.)

  Thank you 104 Abbott Juniors and Junior Director Molly Gerik, and 16 Ennis 
Juniors and Junior Director Joan Johnson, for working so hard and representing 
KJZT in such a wonderful manner. We are proud of all of you!
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Junior News
Juniors from Society 16, Ennis, had 
a meeting the first Sunday of April. 

While the younger Juniors decorated gift bags for 
nursing home residents, the older Juniors hid Easter 
Eggs for them. After the egg hunt, a meeting was 
held and the new Society t-shirts were given out. 

Pictured are: front row-Graham Liska, Jovie Vrana, Tracen Tobo-
la, Anaston Payne, and Tinsley Tobola; Next row-Adelynn Liska, 
Ella Vrana, Christopher Houston, Eli Gilburt, MacKenzie Tobola, 
and Coye Ferguson; Next row-Amberly Payne, Charlie Houston, 
Quinn Rhodes, and Kale Vrana; Next row-Nash Ferguson, Kolton 
Vrana, Jake Ruffin, Easton Ruffin, Zoee Juricek, Lucas Matous, 
and Junior Director Joan Johnson; Next row-Noah Cabrera, Justin 
Hutyra, Matthew Cabrera, Brenden Ruffin, Hunter Ruffin, Gabe 
Matous, Madi Matous, Adriana Cabrera. Not pictured-Olivia Mc-
Burnett, Moravia Mikel, Harrison Mikel, Isabella Zmolik, Beckham 
Ruffin, Hudson Ruffin, Leo Gilburt, and Carter Kriska.

16 Ennis

The Society Juniors helped 
serve a Lenten meal.

Pictured are some of the members, including Trevor Fojtik, Abby 
Barton, and Randy Adams with Alexandria Adams.

85 Damon

As a People Helping People 
Community Work Project, ju-

nior members visited a local nursing home and dis-
tributed small packages of kleenex to residents.

Juniors pictured on the front row are Will Gerik, Ally Hanaway, 
Bryson Murphy, Abby Smith and Allison Pustejovsky. Second 
row: Katie Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Allison Murphy, and Ryan 
Pustejovsky. Back row: Lauren Gerik, Molli Pustejovsky, and Kate 
Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Damon KJZT Juniors helped 
hide Easter eggs for all the chil-

dren on Easter morning at Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Catholic Church.

Pictured is Christopher Pavlicek. Not pictured is Trevor Fojtik, 
Kasi Schneider, and Clayton Pavlicek.

85 Damon

On Easter Sunday, the Marak Ju-
niors hosted an Easter Egg Hunt 

after Mass.  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Tessa Vaculin, Paige Kopriva, Kate 
Kopriva, and Bailey Vansa. Pictured (L to R in middle) are Ian 
Brunson, Claire Kopriva, Kenley Harris, and Lily Brunson. Pic-
tured (L to R in back) are Cutter Hubnik, Jett Vauclin, Cade Hub-
nik, Chase Hubnik, Assistant Junior Director Lindsey Vauclin, 
Madison Brunson, and Junior Director Debbie Vansa.

21 Marak

The Freeport Juniors, Society 
No. 115, participated in St. 

Joseph’s Annual Bazaar by selling the card game. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Jonathan Janak, Della Pustka, Evan 
Reed, and Erin Reed. Pictured (L to R in back) are State Director/
Junior Director Deborah Kaspar, Luke Blaschke, Bobby Conrad, 
Kaley Kaspar, adult Society No. 115 President Kathy Wishert, and 
Sophia Galvan.

115 Freeport

Czech Youth and Family Day
Hosted by Czech Heritage Society of Texas

June 22nd at the Texas Czech Heritage 
Cultural Center in La Grange.

czechheritage-texas.org

A Summer Prayer
Long warm days… The pace of life slows… A time for picnics and rest in the shade…

Lord, help me to rest awhile in the cooling shade of your presence. Slow down my 
restless heart and fill me with gentle compassion for all your people. Amen.

– Author unknown



Page 24 KJZT Family Life Journal May/June 2019 May/June 2019

Members of Society 16, Ennis, hon-
ored the Blessed Mother with a May 

Crowning. 

Pictured are Tinsley Tobola, Cooper Cline, Tracen Tobola, Casen 
Cline, Chloe Cline held by Hannah Kriska, MacKenzie Tobola, 
Katelyn Smith, and Carter Kriska. Not pictured KaLynn Long.

16 Ennis

Damon Juniors participated in 
the crowning of Virgin Mary on 

Mother’s Day. 

Pictured are Jenna and Aida Vela. They are the 2018 KJZT State 
Junior Queens.

85 Damon

The Junior division participated 
in May Crowning on May 15th.  

Juniors led the procession into church, laying flow-
ers at the feet of the Blessed Mother statue. Several 
Juniors led everyone in reciting a decade of the ro-
sary, meditating on the Fifth Glorious Mystery. 

Junior members are (pictured L to R in front row) are Bryson 
Murphy, Joseph Alexander, Mabry Sustala, Rachel Alexander, 
Addison Pustejovsky,  Dinah Kaska, and Sarah Alexander. Sec-
ond row: Zander Kaska, Grayson Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Paxton 
Pustejovsky, Riley Sustala, Izzy Hafercamp, and Allison Puste-
jovsky. Third row: Jocelyn Kolar, Allison Murphy, Ally Hanaway, 
Lydia Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, and Seth Sustala. Back 
row: Kyle Gerik, Keaton Pustejovsky, Preston Pustejovsky, Madi-
son Murphy, Molli Pustejovsky, Katie Hanaway, Kate Pustejovsky, 
Lauren Gerik, and Mariann Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Susan and Christopher Pav-
licek prepared a breakfast fit 

for a king for the graduating seniors of Needville 
high school on Sunday morning at Sts Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church parish hall. The gradu-
ating seniors from Damon Society No. 85 were Kasi 
Schneider and Shane Gordon.

85 Damon

The McLennan-Hill Chapter 
of the Czech Heritage Society 

of Texas sponsored a showing of the Czech movie, 
Three Wishes for Cinderella, on Friday May 3rd.  
The movie, which tells a Bohemian variation of the 
classic fairy tale Cinderella, was in Czech with Eng-
lish subtitles.  

Juniors members who attended the showing are pictured (front 
row) Joseph Alexander, Rachel Alexander, Mabry Sustala and 
Sarah Alexander. Back row: Lydia Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, 
Will Gerik, Madison Murphy, Lauren Gerik and Allison Pustejovsky.  
Junior member Lydia Pustejovsky is the current Miss McLennan-
Hill Czech-Slovak Queen and Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen.  
Allison Pustejovsky serves as Lydia’s Little Czech Sister.  

104 Abbott

Juniors from Society 16, Ennis, vis-
ited 3 nursing homes on Palm Sun-

day. Over 40 treat bags were given to residents and 
a traveling rosary was said by asking each resident 
to pray a Hail Mary with us. 

Pictured are Levi Lytle, Eli Gilburt, Quinn Rhodes, Zoee Ju-
ricek, Mr. Betik (resident), Casen Cline, Anaston Payne, Carsyn 
Rhodes, Marley Lytle, Justin (resident), Jeanine Payne (parent);
Back-Heather Chandler (parent), Kate Chandler, Carleigh 
Rhodes, Savannah Gilburt (parent), Andie Gilburt, Leo Gilburt, 
Hannah Kriska, and Amberly Payne. Not pictured: Andrea Juricek 
(grandparent), Melody Rejcek (aunt), Carla Rhodes (parent), and 
Joan Johnson (junior leader).

Pictured are some of the Society 16 Juniors visiting with a KJZT 
member. Pictured are Casen Cline, Marley Lytle, Georgie Zabo-
jnik, Quinn Rhodes, Kate Chandler, Amberly Payne, and Hannah 
Kriska.

16 Ennis

Junior members helped serve 
sauerkraut soup at the Damon 

KJZT Society No. 85 Annual Fundraiser.

Pictured are Christopher and Clayton Pavlicek with Carol Fabrygel.

85 Damon



Page 25KJZT Family Life JournalMay/June 2019

Several Junior members volun-
teered at the First Communion 

breakfast hosted by KJZT Society No. 104 on May 
5th. Juniors helped serve kolaches, juice and coffee. 
They also helped clean the kitchen and hall after-
ward.  

Pictured (front row) are Allison Murphy, Will Gerik, Ally Hanaway 
and Katie Hanaway. Back row: Kyle Gerik, Lydia Pustejovsky, 
Molli Pustejovsky, Lauren Gerik, Madison Murphy and Preston 
Pustejovsky. 

Pictured are Junior members who made First Communion: Zan-
der Kaska, Bryson Murphy and Joseph Alexander.

104 Abbott Junior members recently sold 
baked goods and raffle tickets 

after the weekend Masses to raise money to attend 
Camp Guardian Angel. They also attended Mass to-
gether.  

Members who worked the sale on Saturday evening were: Abby 
Smith, Allison Pustejovsky, Ally Hanaway, Lydia Pustejovsky, 
Lauren Gerik, Rachel Kallus, Molli Pustejovsky, Mabry Sustala, 
Ryan Pustejovsky and Mariann Pustejovsky. Not pictured are Kyle 
Gerik and Will Gerik.

Members who worked Sunday were Allison Murphy, Paxton 
Pustejovsky, Keaton Pustejovsky, Preston Pustejovsky, Katie 
Hanaway, Madison Lucas, Addison Pustejovsky and Bryson Mur-
phy. Not pictured are Kate Pustejovsky and Madison Murphy.

104 Abbott Society 101 Juniors held a 
bake sale after Masses on June 

1-2, 2019. The proceeds benefitted Promise Pointe, 
a tiny home village for the homeless started by 
KJZT Family Life member Sister Rebecca Janacek. 
The adult members generously donated their time 
by baking many of the items sold and the parish-
ioners of Our Lady of Victory showed an outpour-
ing of support for Sister Rebecca with their many 
donations. The Juniors also attended Mass together 
before the bake sale on June 1, 2019.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Cullen Janecek, and Griffin Janecek. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are Evan Janecek, and Hogan Bazan.

101 Victoria

Chelsea Brothers, an active Junior 
member of Society 4 Praha for more 

than 13 yrs, received a KJZT Scholarship at the La 
Grange High School Awards program on May 21st. 
Chelsea will be pursing a degree in Nursing from 
Texas A&M University in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and Chelsea Brothers.

4 Praha
Hope Kapavik has been an active 
Junior member of Shiner, Society 5 

for the past 10 years. She plans to attend Texas State 
University to pursue a Business Degree.   

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and Hope Kapavik.

5 Shiner

KJZT Scholarships were 
presented to Junior mem-

bers Abigail Bludau, Hannah Bludau, Celton Rain-
osek and Jessica Tomek at the Hallettsville High 
School Awards Banquet on May 6th. Abigail Bludau 
will be attending Texas A&M and majoring in Ki-
nesiology. Hannah Bludau will be attending Texas 
A&M University and majoring in Biological Engi-
neering. Celton Rainosek will be attending Blinn 
College and majoring in Accounting. Jessica Tomek 
will be attending school to major in Music. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Pavliska-Treasurer of adult Society 
No. 2, Abigail Bludau, Hannah Bludau, Celton Rainosek, Jessica 
Tomek and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

2 Hallettsville
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Allison Mican was 
awarded a KJZT Schol-

arship at the Schulenburg High School Awards Ban-
quet on May 8th. Allison is an active Junior member 
of Society No. 12 in Sweet Home. She plans to at-
tend Victoria College pursuing a degree as a Physi-
cal Therapy Assistant.  

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Allison Mican and 
Jerry Kurtz.

12 Sweet Home Junior member Angelette Siegel 
was awarded the $1,000 Junior 

Scholarship for 2019 from KJZT Family Life. She 
is an active member of Society No. 5 Shiner. She has 
been involved for over 16 years. She plans to attend 
Victoria College to pursue a degree in Nursing.  

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and Angelette Siegel.

5 Shiner

Grace Irvin, a member of Society 
No. 5 Shiner, has been an active Ju-

nior for the past 13 years. She plans to attend Texas 
A&M University to purse a degree in Nursing.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz and Grace Irvin.

5 Shiner

Junior member Alex Acuna was 
awarded a scholarship from the 

adult Wallis Society at the Brazos High School 
graduation on May 24, 2019. Alex has been an ac-
tive Junior member of Wallis since his grandmother, 
Alejandra Hernandez, signed him up 8 years ago. 
Alex also received a 2019 Pavlu Memorial Scholar-
ship from KJZT Family Life. Alex will be attending 
Wharton County Junior College this fall where he 
will major in Wildlife Biology. He is the son of Cyn-
thia and Johnny Acuna, Jr. 

Pictured (L to R) are Alex Acuna and Adela Wadephul.

22 Wallis

Jenna Jares, Brayden Sanchez and 
Matthew Mendiola each received a 

$350.00 scholarship from West KJZT Society No. 
11 on Sunday, June 2, 2019.
  Jenna is the daughter of Cindy Jares of West. She 
graduated from Reicher Catholic High School in 
Waco and will be attending University of Mary 
Hardin Baylor in Belton, Texas majoring in Occu-
pational Therapy.
  Brayden Sanchez is the son of Celestino (Junior) 
Sanchez and Cassie Hackett of Malone. Brayden is 
a graduate of Reicher Catholic High School in Waco 
and will be attending Central Methodist University 
in Fayette, MO, majoring in Business and also will 
be playing football.
  Matthew Mendiola is the son of Mike and Dianne 
Mendiola of West. He graduated as Valedictorian of 
Reicher Catholic High School and he will be attend-
ing Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas major-
ing in Mathematics and Computer Science. 

Pictured (L to R) are Jenna Jares, Brayden Sanchez, Matthew 
Mendiola and Mary Kallus, President of West KJZT.

11 West

State Director Sally Long presented 
State Scholarships to eight (8) West 

KJZT members on Sunday, June 2nd at the St. 
Mary’s Parish Center. Those who received scholar-
ships were:  Ann Chapple, Nicolas and Chris Hovde, 
Claire and Katie Hutyra, Jenna Jares, Brayden San-
chez and Cameron Wolf.
  Ann Chapple is the daughter of Darris and Marietta 
Chapple of Giddings, Texas. She will be a sopho-
more at Lamar University, studying Computer Sci-
ence.
  Nicolas and Chris Hovde are the sons of Dennis 
and Angie Hovde of Waco. Nicolas will be a senior 
at University of Dallas, majoring in Business. He is 
also a member of their baseball team. Chris will be 
a sophomore at McLennan Community College in 
Waco and majoring in Business.
  Claire and Katie Hutyra are the daughters of Mark 
and Amy Hutyra of West. Claire will be a senior at 
Texas State University and majoring in Finance.  
Katie will be a sophomore at McLennan Community 
College in Waco and majoring in Physical Therapy.
  Jenna Jares is the daughter of Cindy Jares of West 
and is a graduate of Reicher Catholic High School in 
Waco. She will be a freshman at University of Mary 
Hardin Baylor in Belton, majoring in Occupational 
Therapy.
  Brayden Sanchez is the son of Celestino (Junior) 
Sanchez and Cassie Hackett of Malone and is a 
graduate of Reicher Catholic School in Waco. He 
will be a freshman at Central Methodist University 

11 West



in Fayette, MO, majoring in Business. He will also 
be a member of their football team.
  Cameron Wolf is the son of Floyd and Mary Wolf 
of West. He will be a senior at Texas A&M, major-
ing in Recreation Parks Tourism Science with a mi-
nor in Business.

Pictured (L to R) are Chris Hovde, Nicolas Hovde, Jenna Jares, 
State Director Sally Long, Brayden Sanchez and Cameron Wolf. 
Not pictured: Ann Chapple, Claire Hutyra, and Katie Hutyra.
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KJZT Family Life supports its local Junior Societies. 
To start a group or become involved in your area, 

contact Anne Wick at (979) 263-5317 or annewick@gmail.com

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

Summer Fun at KJZT Family Life!

Camp Guardian Angel – Plenty of programs are planned for the Juniors 
to experience the outdoors, and Spiritual, educational and fun activities will 
be held Sunday, June 23rd, 2019 thru Wednesday, June 26th, 2019, at Camp 
Kubena, Ledbetter, Texas.

KJZT Family Fun Day at Splashway – Turn one of your summer days 
into a Family Fun Day at Splashway on Sunday, July 14, 2019 at Splashway 

Waterpark in Sheridan, Texas. 

KJZT District Socials – Attend your District Social. Presentation of awards to the Juniors, socializing and 
celebrate 125 years of our organization. Upcoming District Social dates are in this Journal on page 5.

Here at KJZT Family Life, we would like to invite you to these events. Everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy socializing with us. All you have to do is let us know.

K - Keep active & make new friends
J - Join in the activities & help us celebrate 125 years
Z - Zoom into fun
T - Trust in the Lord

  Thank you to the “Katolicka Jednota Zen Texaskych” - KJZT Family life for giving me the opportunity to 
receive the TOCA Award. It certainly was an honor and I could not ask for a better award than this.

Juniors from Society No. 16, Ennis, 
held their 4th annual Free Lemon-

ade stand after Masses the first weekend of June. 
Monetary donations were accepted to purchase bot-
tled water for the homeless and needy.

Pictured at left is Crew 1A: (L to R in front) are Kale Vrana, Easton 
Ruffin, and Hudson Ruffin; (L to R in back) are Kolton Vrana and 
Hunter Ruffin. Pictured at right is Team 1B, (L to R) Jovie Vrana, 
and Jake Ruffin.

Pictured at left (L to R) are Team 2A, including Christopher Hous-
ton, Adalynn Liska, and Charlie Houston. Pictured at right (L to R) 
are Team 3A, including Harper Gerloff with 2 altar servers after 
serving them lemonade.

16 Ennis

Pictured above (L to R) are Team 2B, including Cameron Mikula, 
Eli Gilburt, Marley Lytle, and Levi Lytle.

Pictured at left (L to R) are Team 3B, including Jeanine Payne, 
Anaston Payne, and Amberly Payne. Pictured at right (L to R) are 
Teams 4A and 4B, including Hunter Ruffin, Brenden Ruffin, and 
Katelyn Smith.
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Delane Rose Appelt is a new member of Society No. 
14 Moulton. She is the daughter of Cassy D. and 
Justin D. Appelt. Delane has a big sister, Adaline, 
who is also a member. She is the great-granddaugh-
ter of Charles and Mary Ann Rother and the grand-
daughter of Doug and Marlene Irvin, and David and 
Bonnie Appelt.

Genevieve Marie Waedekin is a new member of So-
ciety No. 16 Ennis. She is the daughter of Brianna 
and Ryan Waedekin. Her siblings are Marley and 
Levi Lytle. Her grandparents are Sandra and Andy 
Mikula, and John and Karen Waedekin. Her great-
grandmothers are Patsy Zabojnik and Rose Mikula.

Lennon Mae Pfluger is a new member of Society 
No. 18 Granger. She is the daughter of Adam and 
Christa Pfluger of Taylor. Lennon’s grandparents are 
Robert and Melissa Graham, Bobby Gaida, David 
and Kathie Pfluger. Her great-grandparents are Glo-
ria Bartosh, Frank and G. Ann Krenek and Gladys 
Pfluger.

Juliet B. Lucas is a new member of Society No. 104 Abbott. She is the daughter of Joshua and Melinda 
Lucas. Juliet has 2 older sisters, Madison and Molly, and an older brother, Joel. They are also members.

Madison and Mason Hongsermeier are new mem-
bers of Society No. 125 Houston. Their parents are 
Casey and Jennifer Hongsermeier. Their grandpar-
ents are Ralph and Carol Zann who are also mem-
bers of Society No. 125.
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FUN WITH RIDDLES
1. What has hands but doesn’t clap?
2. What building has the most stories?
3. Which tire doesn’t move when a car turns right?
4. If it takes six men one hour to dig six holes, how long does it take one man 
to dig half a hole?
5. You walk into a room with a match. In the room there is a stove, a heater 
and a candle. What do you light first?
6. Two people are in a barn. Ten cats follow them in. How many feet are in the 
barn now?

Answers below.

1. A clock. 2. The library. 3. The spare tire. 4. There is no such thing as half a 
hole. 5. The match. 6. There are four feet in the barn. Cats have paws, not feet.

Junior Activities

Lily J. Hlavaty is a new member of Society No. 111 
Edna. She is the daughter of Kyle and Alyce Hla-
vaty. Lily’s grandparents are Nathan and Virginia 
Hlavaty and her great-grandparents are Charles and 
Mary Sheblak. Kyle, Charles, Mary, and Virginia 
are KJZT members.

Sophie J. Hlavaty is a new member of Society No. 
111 Edna. She is the daughter of Kyle and Alyce Hla-
vaty. Sophie’s grandparents are Nathan and Virginia 
Hlavaty and her great-grandparents are Charles and 
Mary Sheblak. Kyle, Charles, Mary, and Virginia 
are KJZT members.

Solve the Rebus Puzzles
Answers below.

1. Apple Pie 2. Green with envy 3. once in a blue moon 
4. rose-colored glasses 5. Ready for anything 6. For instance

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

MOONCEON

glasses
ANYTHING
ANYTHING
ANYTHING
ANYTHING

E STA4NCE



THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
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1	 YOAKUM		  LORENE (KALMUS) BARTON		  3/17/2019		  83
1	 YOAKUM		  KIMBERLY (JANECEK) REEVES		  5/5/2019		  52
1	 YOAKUM		  ANN (SITKA) LA JOIE				   3/9/2019		  87
5	 SHINER		  LAVERNE J MADALA				   5/12/2019		  85
5	 SHINER		  DONALD JOSEPH SIEGEL			   4/15/2019		  55
11	 WEST			   HENRIETTA (NORS) CHUDEJ			  3/12/2019		  98
11	 WEST			   FRANCES (PIBIL) GERLICH			   2/12/2019		  94
12	 SWEET HOME		 THERESA (KUBECKA) PATE			   2/8/2019		  60
15	 CORN HILL		  ROSALIE MARIE VRANA			   3/4/2019		  63
16	 ENNIS			   HELEN (PRACHYL) SLOVAK			  3/9/2019		  82
16	 ENNIS			   MICHAEL W SALIK				    3/16/2019		  51
16	 ENNIS			   GEORGIE HARRELL				    2/25/2019		  96
16	 ENNIS			   DOROTHY BOOTH				    2/15/2019		  90
16	 ENNIS			   JANIE (PAVLACKA) BLAZEK			  3/9/2019		  92
16	 ENNIS			   MARY (HONZA) SANTOS			   3/29/2019		  84
16	 ENNIS			   PAULINE (PRDA) NOVY			   4/3/2019		  87
18	 GRANGER		  EDITH (PAVLAT) OFFIELD			   2/26/2019		  84
22	 WALLIS		  HATTIE (VAZANSKY) DIVIN			   3/10/2019		  91
22	 WALLIS		  BEATRICE (MACHALA) FILIP		  3/20/2019		  75
24	 AMMANNSVILLE	 ANDREW GEORGE SHEBAY, III		  2/11/2019		  73
25	 PLUM			   LILLIAN (KOLENOVSKY) WALLA		  4/25/2019		  85
29	 FRYDEK		  ANNIE (DORNAK) KNESS			   2/20/2019		  91
30	 EAST BERNARD	 ANN (SKLAR) KOPECKY			   3/16/2019		  89
30	 EAST BERNARD	 SOPHIE (MATEJ) KORENEK			   4/27/2019		  88
30	 EAST BERNARD	 DOROTHY (DEHNEL) SCHROEDER		  4/30/2019		  88
32	 HOUSTON		  OTILIA (MIKULA) ZAROSKY			  3/3/2019		  89
33	 HILLJE			  MILDRED (HOLUB) SPANIHEL		  1/19/2019		  85
34	 HOBSON		  MARY FRANCES SZALWINSKI		  2/27/2019		  85
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 HELEN (BUBENIK) SYAMKEN		  3/8/2019		  94
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 BERNICE (KRZESNIAK) KUBENA		  2/6/2019		  76
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 ANN (SITKA) ONDRUSEK			   4/3/2019		  95
40	 POTH			   ELIZABETH (PAVLISKA) BIELEFELD	 4/19/2019		  75
42	 SEALY			  HELEN (HAJDIK) JURECEK			   3/23/2019		  90
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 DALLARS (SCHWENKE) KOSAREK		  2/3/2019		  91
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 OTILLIE MARIE PROCHASKA		  10/11/2018		  95
47	 INDUSTRY		  ANNIE (KRIVACKA) LEIBHAM		  4/5/2019		  87
53	 WIED			   KATHERINE (JANAK) KAHANEK		  12/19/2018		  81
53	 WIED			   JOHANNA (JANAK) DORNAK		  3/10/2019		  89
60	 CROSBY		  MARGARET (MOZISEK) ZALESAK		  1/9/2019		  91
60	 CROSBY		  ROSEMARY (MICHALSKY) CLEMENT	 3/21/2019		  87
66	 WEIMAR		  LORETTA (DOLEZAL) CERNOCH		  3/23/2019		  91
70	 KARNES CITY		 AGNES (KOTARA) PRUSKE			   1/29/2019		  97
72	 EL CAMPO		  AGNES (ZALMAN) ZAMAZAL		  3/27/2019		  90
72	 EL CAMPO		  JOSEPHINE (JALOWY) DUSEK		  6/19/2018		  94
77	 ROSENBERG		  RAYMOND E MICAN				    5/16/2018		  79
77	 ROSENBERG		  PATRICIA (ZAPALAC) BALCAR		  3/18/2019		  80
85	 DAMON		  HARLEE LYNN MCELVEEN			   3/10/2019		  18
86	 SEYMOUR		  PATRICIA (HONS) TOMANEK			  2/12/2019		  71
88	 VERNON		  HELEN LOUISE PECHACEK			   5/18/2019		  90
93	 AUSTIN		  LOUISE (POLASEK) LONG			   4/8/2019	            100
93	 AUSTIN		  ODIE (BARTOSH) HAMILTON		  1/9/2019	            103
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Michelle Renee Mikeska, 52, passed away on 
Saturday, March 30, 2019. Michelle is pre-
ceded in death by Ella Mikeska and Brandon 
Boyd. 
Survivors: Father, Raymond Mikeska; broth-
ers, Randal Mikeska and David Mikeska; sis-
ters, Cynthia Boyd Klinger and Janis Reed; 
additional family members, Tara Moore, Mad-
eleine Moore, Lauren Reed, Kennedi Reed, 
Chelsea Martin, Hadley and DeCaln Martin 
and Rachel Reed along with numerous other 
family and friends.

Michelle Renee Mikeska
July 12, 1966 - March 30, 2019

93	 AUSTIN		  MELBA (WEBSTER) BARTLETT		  5/3/2019		  82
101	 VICTORIA		  DOROTHY (VOLEK) KOCIAN		  4/28/2019		  97
104	 ABBOTT		  MARY (BESEDA) PAVLAS			   4/12/2019		  88
108	 DALLAS		  IDA (BARTOSH) FEHMER			   11/15/2009		  88
108	 DALLAS		  ANNA (HLAVENKA) MARAK			  3/27/2019		  87
114	 HOUSTON		  LILLIAN (CHOVANEC) BOONE		  3/17/2019		  97
114	 HOUSTON		  ELEANOR (DOLEZAL) MANGUM		  4/19/2019		  73
114	 HOUSTON		  MILDRED (SCHNEIDER) KALLUS		  4/23/2019		  84
116	 SAN ANTONIO	 VIRGINIA (DANYSH) VALENTA		  4/24/2019		  88
121	 WICHITA FALLS	 MARY ANN (HARTMANGRUBER) SOKORA	 2/18/2019		  83
125	 HOUSTON		  HELEN (DORNAK) PESEK			   2/6/2019		  82
126	 PALACIOS		  ADELA (KUTACH) FARLEY			   1/16/2019		  88
127	 ARLINGTON		  MICHELLE RENEE MIKESKA		  3/30/2019		  52
130	 GEORGETOWN	 EVELYN (SKRHAK) WERCHAN		  2/24/2019		  90
135	 AUSTIN		  ANN (HAJDA) MIKULENCAK		  2/10/2019		  98
140	 BASTROP		  CLYDE THOMAS HOFFMAN			   2/17/2019		  76
998	 STATE OFFICE		 BILLY JOE BRZOZOWSKI			   9/12/2018		  87

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.“In Memoriam”

Memorial Scholarship Fund
  Sincere thanks to all donors who contribute to the education of our young 
members through the Memorial Scholarship Fund. (This is an ongoing fund.) 
  To donate, send the name of the person you would like to enroll and their/their 
family’s address, who the donation is from, and any monetary amount to the 
KJZT State Office. An acknowledgement card will be sent.

David Perkins					      Jim and Janiece Pustejovsky
Evelyn Bujnoch					       Glenn and Mary Ann Janca
Walter Bartosh					                  Betty and Stan Vacek
Odie Hamilton					                  Betty and Stan Vacek
Anastazie “Stazy” Hajek				       Evelyn and Richard Miller
Patricia Kresta				        KJZT Society No. 30 East Bernard
Henry Wick					               Greg and Jennifer Janik
Evelyn Bujnoch					              Greg and Jennifer Janik
Martha Ballou				        KJZT Society No. 30 East Bernard
Ann Doris Kopecky			       KJZT Society No. 30 East Bernard
In Honor of the Living and Deceased Members 
of Society No. 4 Praha				         KJZT Society No. 4 Praha
Ernest Street						                Liz Hernandez
In Honor of the Living and Deceased Members 
of Society No. 6 Bryan				        KJZT Society No. 6 Bryan
Donnie Siegel					                 Jerry and Joyce Kurtz
Pauline Novy					                  Al and Linda Prachyl

Thank You

Those we love don’t go away,
they walk beside us every day.

Unseen, unheard, but always near.
Still loved, still missed, 

and very dear.



 

Join Our Team 

KJZT Family Life is looking for enthusiastic agents to 

recruit new members!  Join our team and receive 

professional training and support as well as 

competitive compensation.  

No prior experience necessary.  
For more information, contact  

KJZT Family Life at (888) 253-2338, or email sales@kjzt.org 


