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  Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. is pleased to present State Director Arlene Cloyd as the Fraternal’s 
Texans of Czech Ancestry (TOCA) honoree for 2017. Arlene was born on February 4, 1954 in Sealy, Texas to parents 
Lloyd and Bernice Stastny Lamp. She graduated from Sealy High School in 1972 and Blinn Junior College of Nurs-
ing in 1973. Arlene is married to Alan Cloyd and they have two daughters, Aimee Wieland and her husband Steve of 
Virginia, and Lari Samford and her husband Jason of Sealy. They have three precious grandchildren, Ellen Samford 
and Clare and Benjamin Wieland.
  Arlene has been a member of K.J.Z.T. for more than 60 years. She has been the State Director of Districts III and 
VIII for the past 16 years. She has served her local Society in Sealy in various offices. She was a Junior Director for 
10 years, Secretary for 3 years and has been the President for 3 years. In addition, she helped her Mother and the other 
officers.
  Arlene and Alan are members of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Bellville. She is very active in the parish 
serving as a Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality Minister, Youth Group Mentor and was a CCD teacher. She has served 
on a number of committees such as the Special Events, Bazaar Finance, Bereavement, Arts and Environment, to name 
a few. Arlene is also a member of the Council of Catholic Women having served as President, Vice-President and 
Treasurer.
  Arlene has always been very proud of her Czech heritage. She has encouraged the youth in her community and fam-
ily to learn more about their roots and culture. Czech traditions are special to her such as music, dance and food. But 
most important the Fraternal wants to honor her for her contributions to TOCA. She has served as Vice-President for 
2 years and President for the past 4 years. As President, she led the organization by planning meetings and banquets. 
She took care of decorating and arranging the entertainment and food. 
  We want to congratulate her and thank her for a job well done.
Above: Pictured (L to R in front) are Bernice Harlan, Ellen Samford, State Director Grace Vinklarek and President/CEO Loretta Stahl. Pictured (L 
to R in back) are State Director Jean Ribar, TOCA President/KJT Secretary-Treasurer Kevin Kana, State Director Arlene Cloyd and State Director 
Joyce Kurtz.

State Director Arlene Cloyd 
2017 TOCA Honoree
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  Congratulations to the 2017 Scholarship Recipients who have received scholarships from the K.J.Z.T.  Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, Pavlu Memorial Scholarship Fund and K.J.Z.T. General Scholarship Fund.  Scholarships  
were awarded to 70 Members of the Fraternal who are seeking to further their education to become productive 
members of our Society.  We wish them the very best in their endeavors and pray that each of them are success-
ful in fulfilling their dreams.

  Convention planning and preparation is in full force here at the State Office. Packets will soon be mailed to 
each of the Delegates who were elected to represent their Societies.  We have started our pre-convention Com-
mittee Meetings with the Constitution and Bylaws Committee and the Nominating Committee, the Insurance 
and Salaries Review Committee, Gifts Committee, Fraternal Committee and Good of the Order Committee.  
We appreciate each of the Delegates who are serving on the Committees giving their time and expertise to assist 
us with preparing for the Convention.

  The District Meetings have been held in many Districts and the attendance has been great.  We enjoy seeing 
each of you and thank you for attending and participating in the meeting.  The State Directors are currently 
hosting the Local Officer and Delegates Meetings to provide them information concerning the Convention 
business and suggested Motions and Recommendations received from the Societies.

  Congratulations to Mrs. Arlene Cloyd on being recognized as the 2017 Texans of Czech Ancestry Honoree.  
Mrs. Cloyd has represented the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-K.J.Z.T. as a Member of the TOCA Board 
for several years.  We appreciate the hours of work and dedication both she and her husband Alan have given 
in honor of the Fraternal.

  Have a great Summer!	

Pictured (L to R) are TOCA President/KJT Secretary-Treasurer Kevin Kana, State 
Director Arlene Cloyd and State Director Grace Vinklarek.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

“Gary, have you considered that 
God might be calling you to the 

priesthood?”

June 14
Celebrate Flag Day in your community!

June 18
Happy Father’s Day!

June is a special month for many of us, including priests.  On June 18, we cele-
brate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ and on June 23, 
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification 
of Priests, a day promoted and approved by Saint John Paul II.  June is also the 
month in which many ordinations are celebrated.  All of these special celebra-
tions remind us of our need to pray for our priests and to continue to promote 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  

Last month, I celebrated my twenty-ninth anniversary of ordination.  In retro-
spect, I realize it was not a particular program, a catchy poster or a memorable 
presentation that nourished the seed of my vocation.  It was encouragement 
from my parents and grandparents, and the consistent question asked of me 
by them, and others, who recognized my vocational calling:  “Gary, have you 
considered that God might be calling you to the priesthood?”  That question, 
and their encouragement, enabled me to reflect upon a possible call.  In today’s 
busy, noisy and social media filled world, our youth need to hear that same 
question from us.

Vocation promotion begins in the home and all of us have the opportunity to do 
our part in encouraging more of our youth to consider service as a priest or reli-
gious.  If we want more priests and religious men and women, all we have to do 
is look around at our families and recognize vocations originate from our sons, 
daughters and grandchildren.  Just ask.  This is what my parents and grandpar-
ents did with me and my brother and sisters.

As members of the K.J.Z.T., we can do so much to promote vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.  One of the best forms of vocation promotion is 
prayer.   This is something we can all do, regardless of our physical condition or 
time constraints.  Let us join together in pledging our support to daily prayer for 
vocations and to inviting our children and grandchildren to consider a possible 
call to the priesthood or religious life:

O God, Father of all Mercies,
Provider of a bountiful Harvest, send Your Graces upon those
You have called to gather the fruits of Your labor;
preserve and strengthen them in their lifelong service of you.

Open the hearts of Your children
that they may discern Your Holy Will;
inspire in them a love and desire to surrender themselves
to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus Christ.

Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life
guided by Your Divine Word and Truth.
Through the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary,
all the Angels, and Saints, humbly hear our prayers
and grant Your Church’s needs, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

In this month of June, when many ordinations will be celebrated, let us offer our 
support to the newly ordained and assure them of our prayers for them.  As we 
do, let us also recall that priests and consecrated religious do not just originate 
from other families--they must come from our families, as well.  Heart of Jesus, 
salvation of those who hope in You...Have mercy on us.

In Christ,

Father Gary Janak
State Chaplain 

July 4
The State Office will be closed in ob-
servance of Independence Day. Hap-
py 4th of July!

July 29
Make plans to attend Junior Division 
Awards Day in Shiner and celebrate 
the accomplishments and hard work 
of our Fraternal’s Juniors!
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Donna Janda is a third 
generation K.J.Z.T. 
member. She became 
a member of Society 
No. 20 Cistern when 
she was an infant. She 
is currently an active 
member of Society No. 
23 Hostyn as well as 
Junior Director. 
  Mrs. Janda and her fam-
ily are a 100% K.J.Z.T. 

family, as her husband, Wayne, and sons, Joshua, 
Jacob, and Zachary, are all K.J.Z.T. members.   
  Mrs. Janda is an active member in her parish, 
Queen of the Holy Rosary Church in Hostyn, 
where she serves as a lector. She is currently a 
Junior High teacher at Schulenburg I.S.D. and 
volunteers with the Fayette County 4-H.
  Mrs. Janda studied at Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos graduating with a B.A. 
in Print Journalism and earned her Teacher Cer-
tification through the Blinn TEACH Program in 
Brenham.
  Mrs. Janda worked at the State Office from 
1994 - 1998 as Secretary to the State President 
and Managing Editor of the Catholic Family Fra-
ternal Journal.
  Donna is seeking election as State Director for 
Districts IV and V.

Seeking Election as State Directors: 
Donna Janda and Betty Vacek

Betty Vacek’s passion in life has 
been to make a positive impact in 
children’s lives. She pursued that 
passion in loving and raising her 
four children together with her hus-
band, Stan. That drive was evident 
in the thirty-four years of teaching 
music education, and primary edu-
cation. That passion was also dem-
onstrated in the many years that 
she taught CCD classes, served on 
a Catholic school board and PTO, 
and managed a 4H club. Children 
have always been her love.
  Betty recently retired from the ed-
ucation field after thirty-four years. 

Her most recent position was a sixteen year term as an elementary music 
teacher with the Gregory-Portland I.S.D. Betty’s professionalism was ex-
emplified with the awards Teacher of the Year for East Cliff Elementary in 
Portland, Texas and Elementary Teacher of the Year for Aransas County 
ISD. Her B.S. in Education degree was earned at Southwest Texas State 
University with additional certificates in elementary music and kindergar-
ten. She became an official Aggie when she was awarded a Masters of Ed. 
in Curriculum & Instruction from Texas A&M University. 
  Betty’s passion to help children has also transcended to Catholic Family 
Fraternal of Texas. A member since youth, she has been an active mem-
ber of Holy Family Society, No. 118, in Taft, where she served as Junior 
Director for eighteen years. Mrs. Betty has been a familiar face at Camp 
Guardian Angel where she leads music for Masses, conducts spiritual de-
votions, and assists with Czech dancing during Czech Night. She orga-
nized the Junior Division Day that was held in Rockport in 2010 where 
families got to enjoy a relaxing day at the beach. She presently serves as 
secretary for the Taft Society. She is excited to serve as a delegate and 
committee member at her third State Convention where she will be pursu-
ing a State Director position.
  Betty views a position as a CFFT State Director as another avenue to 
make a positive impact on youth and their families. She believes that her 
experiences with students and their families will help guide our society 
toward growth. She eagerly anticipates learning about the insurance busi-
ness and looks forward to meeting and working with other members of 
our CFFT family.
  Betty is seeking election as State Director for Districts VI, IX and XIV.
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2016 Mortality Data Summary
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T.

April 6, 2017
  A total of 254 death certificates are reviewed for the 2016 Mortality Summary 
Review. The decedents ranged in age from 38 to 104. There were a total of 4 
subjects aged 100 or greater. There were 3 subjects aged 50 or less; ages 38, 41, 
and 50.

  There were no reported deaths from the Junior division.

  The average age for the group was 83.7 years. This is up slightly from prior 
years. This compares to the 2014 national average life expectancy in the United 
States of 78.8 years, which is unchanged from 2012.

  Below is a breakdown of mortality cause statistics for the submitted death 
certificates.

CAUSE OF DEATH	 NUMBER	 PERCENT	 NATL % 2014
Heart Disease		  77		  30.3		  23.4
Cancer			   37		  14.6		  22.5
Chronic Lung Dz	 8		  3.1		  5.6
Stroke			   23		  9.1		  5.1
Alzheimer’s Dz		 40		  15.7		  3.6
Influenza/Pneumonia	 21		  8.3		  2.1
Sepsis			   9		  3.5		  -
Kidney Dz		  5		  2		  1.8
Accidents		  4		  1.6		  5.2
Other			   30		  11.8		  30.7

  Mortality causes included in the Other category included:

Parkinson’s disease	 4
Nutritional/
Failure to Thrive	 4
Unknown/Not listed	 4
Cirrhosis		  2
Gastrointestinal bleed	 2
Bowel perforation	 2

One each of the following:

Pulmonary embolism
Elevated ammonia
Myelodysplasia
Down’s Syndrome
Colitis
Obesity
Suicide
Urinary infection
Sacral ulcer

Mesenteric ischemia
Alcoholism
Vascular disease

CANCER BREAKDOWN

  There were 37 reported cases of cancer for 2016. The following is a break-
down by origin of diagnosis.

Lung			   6
Pancreas		  5
Lymphoma		  4
Pelvis/Ovarian/Cervical	 4
Breast			   3
Colon			   3
Bladder			  3
Kidney 			  2
Liver			   2
Melanoma		  1
Brain			   1
Bone			   1
Myeloma		  1
Unknown		  1

DISCUSSION
Relative to national averages, the top two causes of death in this mortality 
review compare similarly to national statistics provided by the Center for 
Disease Control for year 2014, the latest, complete available statistics. Deaths 
from heart disease and cancers continue to be the top two causes of death in the 
United States and in the mortality review for the Fraternal. This has been true 
for many years and will likely continue to be so into the foreseeable future.

Alzheimer’s disease continues to be reported higher in our study as compared 
to national averages and this has been true for the last several years. This diag-
nosis is also increasing in the national averages, likely because of increased 
awareness and increasing population age. Within our mortality review, a higher 
than average age of death lends itself to a high percentage succumbing to 
dementia-related illness.

Stroke and respiratory illness (pneumonia/influenza) are reported proportion-
ately more than national averages and these may also be because of higher 
average age.

Accidents and Chronic Lung diseases are reported less than national averages.

As was true for the past several years, our summarized population’s age is sub-
stantially higher than national averages and the age variance may sway cause 
of death to more deaths from dementia and heart disease. Accidents being more 
prevalent at younger ages tend to be seen less in our report as has been true in 
years past.

continued on page 6...
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Interest Rates effective 
Sept. 1, 2015

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

$50 - $750 = 3.50%
$751 - $4,000 = 3.50%

$4,001 or more = 3.75%
Single Premium  

Annuity & IRA Rates
(No Bands)

3.75%
Security Plus

(No Bands)
4.00%

(Rates for certificates 
issued before 10/01/2009)

Flexible Annuity & 
IRA Rates

(Rates for certificates 
issued after 03/1/2013)

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.50%
$50,000 or more    = 1.75%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

Universal Life 
Insurance Certificates

4.00% Current

Universal Life 
No Lapse Guarantee

$25,000 - $99,999 = 3.50%
$100,000+ = 4.00%

Minimum Rate Credited 
to IRA & Annuity Accounts

For certificates
issued before 10/01/2009

3.50%

For certificates issued 
10/01/2009 thru 12/31/2012

2.00%

Minimum Guaranteed Interest 
Rates as of 01/01/2013

1.50%

Pursuant to 
Contract Terms
for certificatesPlease note interest rates may be changed without notice and will take effect on anniversary date.

(Rates are guaranteed 
for 3 or 5 year surrender 

charge period)

continued from page 5...

  As always, many factors may contribute to variances from national averages 
including ethnic, social, economic, regional, and other differences that may 
be difficult to measure. It is, however, interesting and somewhat instructive to 
compare the statistics from the Fraternal to national data.

Respectfully submitted,

Ralph A. Wagner, M.D.

Meditation on the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

  Devotion to the Sacred Heart, as we know it, began about the year 
1672. On repeated occasions, Jesus appeared to Saint Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, a Visitation nun, in France, and during these appari-
tions He explained to her the devotion to His Sacred Heart as He 
wanted people to practice it. he asked to be honored in the symbol 
of His Heart of flesh; he asked for acts of reparation, for frequent 
Communion, Communion on the First Friday of the month, and the 
keeping of the Holy Hour.
  Jesus Christ is the incarnation of God’s infinite love. The Human 
Nature which the Son of God took upon Himself was filled with 
love and kindness that has never found an equal. He is the perfect 
model of love of God and neighbor.
  Every day of His life was filled with repeated proofs of “Christ’s 
love that surpasses all knowledge” (Eph 3:19). Jesus handed down 
for all time the fundamental feature of His character: “Take My 
yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me, for I am meek and 
humble of Heart” (Mt 11:29). He invited all, refusing none, surpris-
ing friends and rivals by His unconditional generosity.

State Directors Seeking Re-Election
Joyce Kurtz – for District I – representing Societies 1 Yoakum, 2 Hallettsville, 
3 St. Mary’s, 5 Shiner, 12 Sweet Home, 14 Moulton, 37 Hochheim, 53 Wied; 
for District II – representing Societies 4 Praha, 7 Dubina, 24 Ammannsville, 44 
Moravia, 66 Weimar, 83 Flatonia

Arlene Cloyd – for District III – representing Societies 10 Fayetteville, 17 
Nada, 41 Ellinger, 47 Industry; for District VIII – representing Societies 22 
Wallis, 29 Frydek, 30 East Bernard, 42 Sealy, 49 Needville, 77 Rosenberg, 85 
Damon

Jean Ribar – for District XI – representing Societies 15 Corn Hill, 18 Granger, 
19 Taylor, 21 Marak, 48 Cameron, 93 Austin, 130 Georgetown, 144 Belton; for 
District XII – representing Societies 6 Bryan, 27 Caldwell, 28 Frenstat

Deborah Kaspar – for District XV – representing Societies 115 Freeport, 124 
Texas City; for District XVI – representing Societies 32 Houston, 99 Baytown, 
114 Houston, 125 Houston

Sally Long – for District VII – representing Societies 86 Seymour, 88 Vernon, 
121 Wichita Falls; for District X – representing Societies 11 West, 16 Ennis, 35 
Penelope, 45 Tours, 104 Abbott, 108 Dallas

Districts Open
Betty Vacek Running For – District VI – Societies 46 Corpus Christi, 89 Sinton, 
118 Taft; District IX – Societies 43 Ganado, 72 El Campo, 100 Bay City, 101 
Victoria, 111 Edna, 126 Palacios; District XIV – Society 123 Raymondville

Donna Janda Running For – District IV – Societies 34 Hobson, 38 San Anto-
nio, 40 Poth, 70 Karnes City, 75 Jourdanton, 76 Runge; District V – Societies 
20 Cistern, 23 Hostyn, 31 La Grange, 65 Holman, 69 Smithville
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Amber Adamcik, 
daughter of William 
and Karen Adamcik of 
Wallis, is a member of 
22 Wallis. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will continue 
to study Agribusiness.

Morgan Ballew, daugh-
ter of Walton and Ronda 
Ballew of Abbott, is a 
member of 104 Abbott. 
She will be a senior next 
fall at Tarleton State Uni-
versity where she will 
continue to study Middle 
School Education.

Allen Barton, son of 
Roger and Julia Bar-
ton of Needville, is 
a member of 85 Da-
mon. He will be a ju-
nior next fall at Texas 
A&M University 
where he will continue 
to study Accounting.

Ryan Bell, son of 
John and Loretta Bell 
of Shiner, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. He will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M - Corpus 
Christi where he will 
major in Computer 
Science.

Thomas Bell, son of 
John and Loretta Bell 
of Shiner, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. He will 
be a sophomore next 
fall at Texas Lutheran 
University where he 
will continue to study 
Kinesiology.

Abigail Blaschke, 
daughter of Chris and 
Holly Blaschke of Bra-
zoria, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will 
be a sophomore next fall 
at Brazosport College 
where she will continue 
to study Nursing.

Joshua Bludau, son 
of Donnie and Mary 
Jo Bludau of Halletts-
ville, is a member of 3 
St. Mary’s. He will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Blinn College in Bryan 
where he will major in 
Mechanical/Construc-
tional Engineering.

Sarah Bludau, 
daughter of Thomas 
and Gayle Bludau 
of Hallettsville, is a 
member of 2 Halletts-
ville. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M Universi-
ty where she will ma-
jor in Animal Science.

Matthew Bohac, son 
of Mark and Nancy 
Bohac of Jasper, is a 
member of 18 Grang-
er. He will be a fresh-
man next fall at Texas 
A&M University 
where he will major 
in Engineering.

2017 Scholarship Recipients

Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. 
is proud to announce our...

Molly Brown, daugh-
ter of Mike and Me-
lissa Brown of Swee-
ny, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas Women’s Uni-
versity where she will 
continue to study Psy-
chology.

Marissa Buchta, 
daughter of Mark and 
Marilyn Buchta of Da-
mon, is a member of 
85 Damon. She will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas A&M Universi-
ty where she will con-
tinue to study Busi-
ness and Liberal Arts.

Benjamin Brooks, 
son of Douglas and 
Jana Brooks of Fort 
Worth, is a member of 
16 Ennis. He will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas Christian Uni-
versity where he will 
major in Business.
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Miles Buchta, son of 
Mark and Marilyn Bu-
chta of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where he will 
major in Environmental 
Design/Architecture.

Kalena Caruthers, daugh-
ter of Mark Caruthers and 
Julianne Parker Rodriguez, 
is a member of 115 Free-
port. She will be a senior 
next fall at the University 
of Louisiana at Monroe 
where she will continue to 
study Risk Management.

Kyla Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxahachie, 
is a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M - 
Corpus Christi where she 
will continue to study 
Environmental Science.

Nathan Chupik, son 
of Kevin and Phillis 
Chupik of West, is a 
member of 11 West. 
He will be a junior 
next fall at McLennan 
Community College 
where he will contin-
ue to study Nursing.

Adam Cole, son of 
Bill and Cathy Cole 
of Colorado, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a fresh-
man next fall at San-
ta Clara University 
where he will major 
in Civil Engineering.

Amber Coleman, daugh-
ter of John and Katherine 
Coleman of Sealy, is a 
member of 42 Sealy. She 
will be a junior next fall 
at Sam Houston State 
University where she will 
continue to study Early 
Childhood Education.

William Fojtik, son of 
Quentin and Stephanie 
Fojtik of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas State 
University where he will 
continue to study Cor-
porate Finances.

Sidney Giesie, daughter 
of Carl and Angela Giesie 
of Brazoria, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. She will 
be a senior next fall at 
Texas Tech Health Sci-
ence Center where she 
will study Speech-Lan-
guage Hearing Sciences.

Triston Giesie, son of 
Carl and Angela Giesie 
of Brazoria, is a member 
of 115 Freeport. He will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas State University 
where he will continue 
to study Public Rela-
tions.

Rachel Givens, daugh-
ter of Kevin and Anna 
Givens of Round Rock, 
is a member of 21 
Marak. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas Tech University 
where she will major in 
Psychology.

Callen Hajda, son of 
David Hajda of George-
town and Melissa Bohac 
of Thrall, is a member of 
18 Granger. He will be 
a sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where he will continue 
to study Engineering.

Hanna Harrison, 
daughter of Clark and 
JeriLynne Harrison of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall 
at Navarro College 
where she will major 
in Veterinary Studies.

Melanie Hermes, 
daughter of Greg and 
Janet Hermes of Victo-
ria, is a member of 101 
Victoria. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will major in 
Allied Health.

Samantha Hibbs, 
daughter of Gary and 
Kay Hibbs of Ennis, 
is a member of 16 
Ennis. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M Univer-
sity where she will 
major in Business.

Nicolas Hovde, son 
of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco, is a 
member of 11 West. 
He will be a sopho-
more next fall at the 
University of Dallas 
where he will contin-
ue to study Business.
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Claire Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a sophomore 
next fall at McLennan 
Community College 
where she will continue 
to study Finance.

Matty Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Matthew and Amy 
Hutyra of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a senior next 
fall at El Centro College 
where she will continue 
to study in the Surgical 
Tech program.

Abby Irvin, daughter of 
Douglas and Marlene Ir-
vin of Shiner, is a mem-
ber of 14 Moulton. She 
will be a junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity where she will con-
tinue to study University 
Studies-Business.

Jennah Janak, daugh-
ter of David and Debo-
rah Janak of Angleton, 
is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M Universi-
ty where she will study 
Horticulture.

Joshua Janda, son of 
Wayne and Donna Jan-
da of La Grange, is a 
member of 23 Hostyn. 
He will be a junior next 
fall at Franciscan Uni-
versity where he will 
study Catechetic and 
Theology.

Chad Janicek, son 
of Chris and Charlene 
Janicek of Sealy, is a 
member of 4 Praha. 
He will be a freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where he 
will major in Electrical 
Engineering.

Charlette Janicek, 
daughter of Chris and 
Charlene Janicek of 
Sealy, is a member of 4 
Praha. She will be a junior 
next fall at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio 
where she will continue 
to study Kinesiology.

Kristen Kaiser, daugh-
ter of Douglas and De-
nise Kaiser of Pfluger-
ville, is a member of 
42 Sealy. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
the University of North 
Texas where she will 
study Interior Design. 

Amy Koncaba, daugh-
ter of Edward and Cyn-
thia Koncaba of Fla-
tonia, is a member of 
4 Praha. She will be a 
sophomore next fall at 
Blinn College where she 
will continue to study 
Special Education.

Eric Kostecka, son 
of Robert and Eliza-
beth Kostecka of 
West, is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
senior next fall at Tar-
leton State University 
where he will contin-
ue to study BCIS.

Kasey Krenek, daughter 
of Richard and Tammy 
Krenek of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a senior next 
fall at McLennan Com-
munity College where 
she will continue to study 
Civil Engineering.

Hailey Kriska, daugh-
ter of Tony and Mela-
nie Kriska of Palmer, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a sopho-
more next fall at the 
University of Texas at 
Austin where she will 
study English.

Lauren Kulhanek, 
daughter of Dennis and 
Eugenia Kulhanek of 
Wallis, is a member 
of 22 Wallis. She will 
be a junior next fall at 
Wharton County Junior 
College where she will 
continue to study Dental 
Hygiene.

Reagan Lamp, 
daughter of Mark and 
Wendy Lamp of Bell-
ville, is a member of 
42 Sealy. She will be 
a freshman next fall 
at the University of 
Texas at Austin where 
she will major in Pub-
lic Relations.

Miranda Kolwes, 
daughter of Thomas 
and Rebecca Kolwes 
of Bellville, is a mem-
ber of 7 Dubina. She 
will be a freshman next 
fall at Blinn College 
where she will major in 
Occupational Therapy.
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Noah Leist, son of 
Brian and Denise 
Leist of Yoakum, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. 
He will be a fresh-
man next fall at Blinn 
College where he will 
major in Biomedical 
Sciences.

Megan Lopez, 
daughter of Lupe 
and Sherry Lopez of 
Buckholts, is a mem-
ber of 21 Marak. She 
will be a freshman 
next fall at Temple 
College where she 
will major in Nursing.

Michaela Lyons, daugh-
ter of Richard and Loret-
ta Lyons of Brenham, is 
a member of 47 Industry. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at the University 
of Texas at Austin where 
she will continue to study 
English.

Payton Matous, son 
of Jeff and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a freshman 
next fall at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylva-
nia where he will ma-
jor in Mathematics.

Jonathan McAnulty, 
son of Michael and An-
tonia Fulton of Cameron, 
is a member of 21 Marak. 
He will be a junior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity where he will con-
tinue to study Ag Leader-
ship and Development.

Lindsay Morris, daugh-
ter of Douglas and An-
gela Morris of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. She 
will be a junior next fall at 
the University of Dayton 
where she will continue to 
study Operations and Sup-
ply Management.

Micayla Orsak, daugh-
ter of Benedict and Val-
erie Orsak of Needville, 
is a member of 85 Da-
mon. She will be a senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Management.

Brent Patton, son 
of Butch and Patricia 
Patton of Jarrell, is a 
member of 15 Corn 
Hill. He will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M Univer-
sity where he will ma-
jor in Engineering.

Louis Pavlicek, son of 
John and Jacqui Pavlicek 
of Guy, is a member 
of 85 Damon. He will 
be a junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University - 
Galveston where he will 
continue to study Marine 
Engineering Technology. 

Caige Plsek, son of Rob 
and Jennifer Plsek of 
West, is a member of 
11 West. He will be a 
senior next fall at South-
western Oklahoma State 
University where he will 
continue to study Pre-
Pharmacy.

Bridget Polasek, 
daughter of Benjamin 
and Kim Polasek of Taft, 
is a member of 118 Taft. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Allied Health.

Mackenzie Rankin, 
daughter of Daniel and 
Sherri Rankin of Ennis, 
is a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at the Universi-
ty of Texas at Arlington 
where she will major in 
Nursing.

Morgan Reinecker, 
daughter of Bradley and 
Roxanne Reinecker of 
Wallis, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will be 
a sophomore next fall at 
Wharton County Junior 
College where she will 
continue to study Nursing.

Alexie Rendon, 
daughter of Alex and 
Dena Rendon of En-
nis, is a member of 16 
Ennis. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas Tech Universi-
ty where she will ma-
jor in Family Studies.

Bailey Prachyl, daugh-
ter of Jeffrey and Erin 
Prachyl of Waxahachie, 
is a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a freshman 
next fall at a college yet to 
be determined where she 
will major in Business.
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Juliette Siegel, daughter 
of Donald and Berna-
dette Siegel of Yoakum, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University where she 
will continue to study 
Psychology.

Nicolette Siegel, daugh-
ter of Donald and Berna-
dette Siegel of Yoakum, 
is a member of 5 Shiner. 
She will be a junior next 
fall at Texas State Uni-
versity where she will 
continue to study Com-
munication Design.

Rachael Stagner, 
daughter of Richard 
and Cathy Stagner of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Midwestern State Uni-
versity where she will 
major in Radiology.

Amber Syzdek, daugh-
ter of John and Melissa 
Syzdek of Houston, is 
a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. She will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
where she will major in 
Biomedical Engineering.

Ashlyn Vitovsky, 
daughter of Bryan and 
Evette Vitovsky of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall 
at Navarro College 
where she will major 
in Nursing.

Aubrey Vitovsky, 
daughter of Bryan and 
Evette Vitovsky of 
Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall at 
Navarro College. Her 
major is undecided.

Cord Wieghat, son of 
Timothy and Jennifer 
Wieghat of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a senior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity where he will con-
tinue to study Agricultur-
al Systems Management.

Sara Wleczyk, daughter 
of Michael and Patricia 
Wleczyk of West Colum-
bia, Texas, is a member 
of 85 Damon. She will be 
a junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State University 
where she will continue 
to study Business.

Cameron Wolf, son 
of Floyd and Mary 
Wolf of West, is a 
member of 11 West. 
He will be a sopho-
more next fall at Blinn 
College where he will 
study Accounting.

Coleman Wolf, son of 
Floyd and Mary Wolf 
of West, is a member 
of 11 West. He will 
be a sophomore next 
fall at TSTC - Waco 
where he will contin-
ue to study Avionics 
Technology.

James Zetka, son of 
Kenneth and Brenda 
Zetka of Houston, is a 
member of 69 Smith-
ville. He will be a 
freshman next fall at 
Grand Valley State 
University. His major 
is undecided.

McKinley Seevers, 
daughter of Matthew and 
Melissa Seevers of Ennis, 
is a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a junior next 
fall at the University of 
Texas at Arlington where 
she will continue to study 
Kinesiology.

Gillian Ryan, daugh-
ter of Harter and Ju-
lie Ryan of McKin-
ney, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be 
a freshman next fall 
at Tulane University 
where she will major 
in Molecular Biology.

Nicholas Zetka, son 
of Kenneth and Bren-
da Zetka of Houston, 
is a member of 69 
Smithville. He will be 
a freshman next fall 
at Baylor University 
where he will major 
in Business.



75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Pauline Farek, Ann Bratton and Lillian 
Hilscher.

Achievement Pin 
Pictured (L to R) are Clara Christ and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

Juniors
Pictured (L to R in front) are Quade Brothers, Matthew Sylvester, and Lily Sylvester, all 
from Society No. 4 Praha. Pictured (L to R in back) are Megan Brothers, Cole Brothers, 
Chelsea Brothers, all from Society No. 4 Praha, Madelyn Kurtz from Society No. 12 
Sweet Home and Chase Janicek from Society No. 4 Praha.
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DISTRICT NEWS
The District II Annual Meeting was held on March 12, 2017 
at the Moravia Dining Hall hosted by Society No. 44 The 
Annunciation of Moravia. A Memorial Service for deceased 
members of District II was held. President of the Annunciation 
Society Theresa Rerich led everyone in the prayers. The Praha 

Junior members assisted.
  After the Memorial Service, State Coordinator of  Junior Activities, Anne 
Wick spoke. The Praha Juniors performed by singing several songs and per-
forming some skits which were enjoyed by all members. 
  State Director Joyce Kurtz, along with Theresa Rerich, presented 50-year and 
75-year membership pins, merit pins and status certificates.
  Theresa Rerich called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. Monsignor John 
Peters, Society Chaplain, led the group in the opening prayer. Theresa wel-
comed all attending then introduced President/CEO Loretta Stahl, Sales and 
Marketing Manager Jim Wiest and State Director Joyce Kurtz. She then intro-
duced Society No. 44 officers, herself as President, Dolores Janak, Vice-
President, Dorothy Henke, Secretary and Dorothy Olsovsky, Treasurer.
  Praha Society No. 4 accepted to host the District II meeting in 2018.
  Msgr. John Peters thanked K.J.Z.T. members for attending the meeting and 
stated he appreciates what they do in helping the local communities, the par-
ishes and other family members.
  Speakers were President/CEO Loretta Stahl, State Director Joyce Kurtz and 
Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest.
  The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

II

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Georgia Cerny for 4 Praha, Sylvia Ad-
dicks for 66 Weimar, Ann Bratton for 83 Flatonia, Theresa Rerich for 44 Moravia, Gloria 
Miksch for 24 Ammannsville and Willie Mae Kristynik for 7 Dubina.
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50-Year Membership Pins 
Pictured (L to R) are Frances Drawe, Michelle Heinrich, Theresa Wagner, Becky Wagner 
and State Director Grace Vinklarek.

Merit Awards
Pictured (L to R) are Irene Janda receiving a Grandmother’s Perpetual, Jeanette Gutier-
rez receiving a Grandmother’s Pin and State Director Grace Vinklarek.

Juniors
Pictured (L to R) are Katy Harman, Zachary Janda, Coy Heinrich, Bethany Kallus and 
Junior Director Donna Janda, all from Society No. 23 Hostyn.

     The Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas –K.J.Z.T. Dis-
trict V Meeting and Social was held on Sunday, March 
19, 2017 at the Hostyn Parish Hall. The meeting and so-
cial were hosted by Society No. 23, Holy Rosary Hostyn.
  Fifty-seven members, State officers and guests regis-

tered.
  Lillian Kallus called the meeting to order. Reverend Daniel Kahlich said the 
prayer before the meal.
  A memorial service was conducted for members who passed away since the 
last District Meeting which was held on May 15, 2016 in Holman. A memorial 
prayer was recited by Lillian Kallus. The Junior members assisted.
  State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick spoke. Junior Director Don-
na Janda introduced the Juniors who presented a talk show on “How do you get 
to Heaven?”
  At this time, State Director Grace Vinklarek presented the 50-year membership 
pins, 75-year membership pins, and Merit Achievement pins and a Grandpar-
ent’s Perpetual.
  Lillian Kallus called the meeting to order introducing President/CEO Loretta 
Stahl, State Director Grace Vinklarek, Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest, 
Society No. 23 Chaplain Rev. Daniel Kahlich, Society No. 23 officers President 
Lillian Kallus, Vice-President Ann Janda, Secretary Verlene Kuntschik, Trea-
surer Helen Janda and local Insurance agent Joy Kovar and Special Guest Paul 
Rymniak.
  At this time, Lillian asked the Secretary for a roll call.
  The next District Meeting will be hosted by Society No. 31, St. Frances of 
Rome, La Grange.
  President/CEO Loretta Stahl spoke. State Director Grace Vinklarek spoke and 
presented the Fraternal Status Certificates for 2016. 
  Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest spoke and introduced Joy Kovar and 
Grace Vinklarek assisting local society members as insurance agents. 
  The Prayer for World Peace was the closing prayer recited by all in attendance.

V

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, Lillian Kallus for 23 Hostyn, 
Katherine Karisch for 69 Smithville, Winifred Vinklarek for 20 Cistern and State Director 
Grace Vinklarek.
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		  XI/XII		   06-11		  Reg. at 11 a.m. with Meal & Meeting to Follow		  St. Mary’s Activity Center		        27 Caldwell/28 Frenstat
													             500 W. Old San Antonio Rd., Caldwell
		  III/VIII		   08-06		  Reg at 11:30 a.m. with Meal & Meeting to Follow	 Guardian Angel Parish Hall, 5610 Demel		        22 Wallis

Society No. 43, The Purification, Ganado hosted the Dis-
trict IX Meeting on March 26, 2017. Registration began 
at 11:30 a.m. and a meal was served at noon. At 1:00 
p.m. State Director Sofie Perkins called the meeting to 
order. Father Kirby Hlavaty welcomed everyone. The 

Memorial Service was led by Sofie Perkins. The Junior members assisted.
  Sofie Perkins introduced the State Officers attending. Society No. 43 President 
Cecilia French welcomed all to the meeting, introduced the local officers and 
also thanked the faithful members for all their help.
  A roll of Societies followed.
  Society Excellence Awards were given out.
  Presentation of 50-year Pins, Achievement Pins and one Grandmother’s Pin 
were awarded.  State Director Sofie Perkins, State Coordinator of Junior Activi-
ties Anne Wick and Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest spoke.
  The Junior Division presented a program entitled, “What If?” and an explana-
tion of the history of the Rosary.
  The next District Meeting will be hosted by Society No. 72 El Campo.
  The meeting closed with a prayer.

IX

50-Year Membership Pins 
Pictured (L to R) are Janet Hermes, Veronica Webernick, Bernice Wagner, State Director 
Sofie Perkins, Virginia Hlavaty, Jeanette Winn and Kathleen Rigney.

75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are Frances Vesely, Jennie Sheblak, Virginia Seaman, Josephine 
Chanek and State Director Sofie Perkins.

Merit Pins
Pictured (L to R) are Doris Andel, Frances Vesely, Jennie Sheblak, Mary Sheblak, Alice 
Wright, Cecilia French, Lanoe Macha, Lois Woodring and State Director Sofie Perkins. 
All received achievement pins and Lois Woodring also received a Grandmother’s Pin.

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are Doris Andel for 111 Edna, Margaret Hicks for 100 Bay City, Deborah 
Barnett for 126 Palacios, Janet Holub for 72 El Campo, Evelyn Dierlam for 101 Victoria, 
Cecilia French for 43 Ganado and State Director Sofie Perkins.

Juniors 
Pictured (L to R) are Evan Janecek, Matthew Brown, Hogan Bazan, Griffin Janecek and 
Cullen Janecek.
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  ALL MEMBERS and their families ARE INVITED to attend and participate in the activities of the District Family 
Socials and Meetings. Merit Pins of Recognition and 50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins will be presented to eligible 
Members in recognition of their dedication and years of service and membership. The Junior Divisions of the various So-
cieties will participate in their District's Meeting and Activities.

Event Times Meeting PlaceDate

2017 District Meeting Schedule

District Hosting Society

Sister Rebecca Writes
May 6th, 2017

Resurrection and Pentecost

Dear Everyone,
  Greetings in our Risen Christ and may the Holy 
Spirit slake your thirst for hope and peace in our 
troubled world! I thought it appropriate to greet 
you acknowledging both these great events since it 
is after Easter and soon to be Pentecost. And as I 
write the clouds are thick in the sky with promises 
of rain which hopefully will soon end the drought 
that has plagued us these past months. A few days 
ago we had a good rain of 2 ½ inches which the 
earth soaked up quickly so not much chance for us 
to dance and play in the mud but it has given us 
room for hope that the rainy season is truly upon 
us. Please pray with us that it is so.
  The worsening drought has overshadowed our 
lives since the beginning of the year when people 
and animals frantically searched for water. As 
water pans and dams dried up, the population of 
both rose in and around Rotu as the water from the 
borehole was sought. This put a great strain on 
our very small animal water-trough which was on 
the verge of collapsing. The community was mobi-
lized to contribute funds and coupled with funds 
from donors we managed to rehabilitate and 
enlarge the trough allowing more animals to drink 
at a time without having a deficit.
  Despite our efforts to have access to water, the 
animals have continued to die of starvation as the 

grass and leaves from the trees dry up and wither 
away. Via the government agricultural department 
high-protein range cubes for the goats and cattle 
was recently made available and we helped bring 
it up to our area. However the small amount 
brought only allowed 1 or 2 buckets per family 
which was quickly consumed.
  Of course the people, too, have been suffering 
from lack of food and water, but being pastoralists 
whose lives depend on their animals the animals 
are considered the most vulnerable and therefore 
take priority over family needs. This was witnessed 
daily during the repair of the water trough while 
the water from the borehole had to be redirected to 
a small holding tank and a temporary plastic water 
trough. The men would take charge of what got 
filled first often leaving the women coming to col-
lect water for the homes sitting on the sidelines 
while the animals drank their fill and the tank for 
household consumption remained empty.
  Since the beginning of the year we noticed that 
the children coming for the monthly child welfare 
clinics were losing weight and showing signs of 
malnutrition. Thus food has been given to all chil-
dren, pregnant and lactating mothers when they 
come for the various clinics and all who come for 
treatment of illness. Still, it does not bode well for 
the children when at the end of April, 19% of the 
under 5’s fell in the -2SD of weight for age. As 
March arrived and the usual rains did not come 
we began bringing in food for all the people given 
from various donors throughout Kenya and around 

the world. Coupled with our on-going food-for-
work program building the church and other devel-
opments the people have managed to stave off a 
great disaster.
  We were blessed with a visit from my nephew, Bill 
Ryan, and his wife, Trisa, during the month of 
March. They both helped us tremendously with 
various activities, in particular adjusting our solar 
refrigeration systems, so now they are working to 
capacity. Packaging food for distribution at the 
health unit was also a big help as it was hard to 
keep up with the number of children coming for 
clinics and needing food. This was their first trip 
to Africa and Bill is big into photography. He had 
many opportunities to get some good photos when 
at the end of their visit we went on safari to Masai 
Mara.
  In February, we had a group of 10 students and 
parents from Willow Park School Dublin, Ireland 
visit us. Willow Park is a Holy Ghost Fathers 
school who in keeping with the missionary spirit of 
the Fathers fundraise each year to assist the mis-
sions. A chance is then given to the students to visit 
some of the places in the mission-lands to meet the 
people whom they help. They were a part of a larg-
er group of 37 who visited the 4 missions in Pokot. 
They use their week’s Spring Break for this outing 
and had many places to visit in Kenya so they were 
with us for only 2 days. It was short, but enjoyed 
by all of us.
  The weekend of their visit proved to be a chal-
lenge, getting them to our various Pokot missions 

continued on page 16...
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...continued from page 15
as serious tension arose between the Pokot and neighboring Tugen communi-
ties when 2 politicians were assassinated. Each community blamed the other 
for the terrible deed and tempers that had been boiling over cattle rustling 
and land invasion by those seeking water and pasture as a result of the 
drought exploded. To this day, there are on-going battles which even police 
and army presence has failed to calm.
  Work on our new church continues at a slow, but progressive pace. The foun-
dation being the most critical part of the building time is being taken to get it 
just right. We are almost there.
  Our little Christian community continues to grow in the faith. There is a sub-
tle change in the people who were baptized last year and each Sunday sees 
one or two more people joining our celebrations. With Fr. Patrick’s arrival, 
the 2 outstations in Sukut and Chesawach are now having weekly church ser-
vices giving the opportunity for the faith to grow in those communities as 
well. Each community averages 80 to 100 people in attendance.
  This year we are having national presidential and parliamentary elections in 
August and emotions are running high in the country. Recent surveys indicate 
that over half of the country is living in trepidation of post-election violence 
similar to the 2007 elections that left many dead and thousands displaced. To 
date reconciliation has still to take place and with campaigns running along 
tribal lines people are rightly afraid. Even the recent party primaries were 
marred by violence within their own parties. We are okay here in our small 
backwater, but those living in towns are constantly on their guard.
  I am still planning to leave at the end of the year so am beginning to try to 
pass on some of my responsibilities. Fr. Patrick will take over the role of 
administrator of the health unit on June 1st. We still have no replacement 
nurse from the government which is very worrying. I have informed the health 
facility committee and the ministry of health that my volunteer services will 
end as of the 31st of August. Hopefully a little bit of fire under the pot will get 
it boiling and by the time I do leave in December the health program will still 
be functioning. In the meantime, I am carrying on to the best of my ability. 
The health unit has been very busy.
  I pray all is well with you back in Texas and the many friends in other parts 
of the world who receive this newsletter. My time in Kenya is fast coming to 
an end finishing a chapter of my life that I have dearly loved. However, it is 
time for me to move on to other fields in which to scatter the seeds of God’s 
love leaving a younger generation here to carry on with the tending and har-
vesting. Thank you for standing alongside of me over these past 30 years. God 
bless each of you!
Love,
Rebecca

  Sister Rebecca Janacek is a member 
of Society No. 101 Victoria. She has 
worked as a nurse in Kenya, East Africa 
since 1987.  If you would like to share in 
this African endeavor, please send dona-
tions payable to Incarnate Word Sisters-
-African Mission Fund, 1101 N.E. Water 
Street, Victoria, Texas 77901-9233.

Top left going clockwise: Animals drinking from trough. Hand-dug 
water holes. Camels drinking. Clouds of dust instead of rain. Fr. 
Sean and Fr. Patrick celebrating Easter Sunday services. Sister 
Rebecca’s nephew Bill Ryan and his wife Trisa. Service attendees 
receiving the ashes at the beginning of Lent. Foundation of new 
church. The men being taught how to use the range cubes for 
their animals.



Page 17Catholic Family Fraternal JournalMay/June 2017

  District IV of the K.J.Z.T. held its annual District Meet-
ing on Sunday, April 30, 2017. St. Rosalie Society No. 
75 of Jourdanton served as host and the meeting was 
held in the parish hall of St. Matthew Catholic Church in 
Jourdanton, Texas. There were 39 members and guests 

present.
  Society President Marcella Dornak welcomed all members and their guests to 
the meeting. She then recognized and introduced those representing the K.J.Z.T. 
State Office: President/CEO Loretta Stahl, State Director Grace Vinklarek and 
her husband, Eugene Vinklarek and Agents Ronald King and James Dixon. Pres-
ident Dornak then introduced the hosting Society officers: herself as President, 
Sharon Shearrer as Vice-President and Susan Netardus as Secretary/Treasurer.
The Memorial Service was read by Mrs. Vinklarek. Then Ms. Stahl read the 
recipients for the 50-year and 75-year membership pins. 
  President/CEO Loretta Stahl spoke. At this point in the meeting, Fr. Kazimierz 
Oleksy, Society No. 75 Chaplain, popped in. He welcomed all for coming and 
wished everyone a good time. 
  Mrs. Vinklarek then gave her message. 
  After Mrs. Vinklarek gave her message, she presented two Societies with their 
certificates for participating in the Fraternal Program. 
Insurance Agents Mr. King and Mr. Dixon were introduced.
  Roll Call of the Societies was held.
  In new business, need to select the 2018 District IV meeting place. According 
to Mrs. Vinklarek, it should be either Poth or Hobson. After discussion, it was 
noted that it should be Poth Society No. 40. Mrs. Vinklarek will confirm and 
Poth has accepted the hosting of the District IV Meeting for 2018 should it be 
their turn.
  Meeting then adjourned at 2 p.m.

IV

50-Year Membership Pins 
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Grace Vinklarek, Annette Gorzell and Vivian Urbanc-
zyk.

75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R in front) are Gertrude Mika, Mary Frances Raabe and Daphne Gentz. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are State Director Grace Vinklarek, Jo Ann Kroll, Delores 
Bueche and Georgia Schreiber.

75-Year Membership Pins, cont.
Pictured (L to R) are Jeanette Cernosek, Bernice Cernosek McCollum, Dorothy Cer-
nosek Allen and State Director Grace Vinklarek.

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Grace Vinklarek, Marcella Dornak for 75 Jourdanton 
and Frances Hosek for 40 Poth.
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75-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R in front) are State Director Deborah Kaspar and pin recipient Evelyn Mof-
fett of Society No. 115 Freeport. Pictured (L to R in back) are Society No. 115 President 
Kathy Wishert and Society No. 115 Freeport Treasurer Dorothy Kaspar.

  The District XV Meeting was held on April 23, 2017 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Brazoria. The hosting 
Society was Society No. 115 Freeport, St Mary’s Star of 
the Sea.
  Special guests were State Director Deborah Kaspar, 

VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek and Sales and Marketing Manager Jim 
Wiest.
  State Director Deborah Kaspar conducted the meeting. There were 41 people 
present.
  Junior members gave the blessing before the meal, spoken in Czech.
  Officers of the day were Society No. 115 Freeport President Kathy Wishert,  
Vice-President Alice Drapela, Secretary Janet Gipson, Treasurer Dorothy Kas-
par and State Director/Junior Director Deborah Kaspar
  A memorial service was held for members who passed away since the last 
District Meeting. The Juniors assisted. There were a total of 14 members that 
were remembered.
    State Director Deborah Kaspar, VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek and 
Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest all spoke to the members present.
  State Director Deborah Kaspar presented the Status Certificates and member-
ship pins.
  The next District Meeting will be hosted by Society No. 124 Texas City, St. 
Mary’s.

XV

50-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are Mary Ann Daigle and State Director Deborah Kaspar.

75-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Deborah Kaspar and Justine Keprta.

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are Kathy Wishert for 115 Freeport, State Director Deborah Kaspar and 
Hattie Houdek for 124 Texas City.
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District XV Juniors

Pictured (L to R in front) are Addie Garza, Ava Garza and Autumn Garza. Pictured (L to 
R in back) are Kaley Kaspar and Karch Kaspar.

  The District VI Meeting was held on May 7, 2017 at 
Sacred Heart Parish Hall in Sinton. The hosting Soci-
ety was Society No. 89 Sinton, Immaculate Concep-
tion. There were 28 members and guests present.
  Special guests were State Director Sofie Perkins, 

President/CEO Loretta Stahl and Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest.
  Officers of the day were Society No. 89 Sinton President Estelle Havelka, Vice-
President Elizabeth Mokry, Secretary Monica Janda and Treasurer Paulette Fay.
  Society No. 89 President Estelle Havelka conducted the meeting.
  A memorial service was held for members who passed away since the last Dis-
trict Meeting. There were a total of 18 members that were remembered.
   State Director Sofie Perkins, President/CEO Loretta Stahl and Sales and Mar-
keting Manager Jim Wiest all spoke to the members present.
  State Director Sofie Perkins presented the Status Certificates. There were no 
membership pin recipients present. 
  The next District Meeting will be hosted by Society No. 118 Taft, Holy Family.

vi

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are Estelle Havelka for 89 Sinton, Betty Vacek for 118 Taft, Lorraine 
Nemec for 46 Corpus Christi and State Director Sofie Perkins.

Dominoes Winner
Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Loretta Stahl, winner Louise Mokry and State Direc-
tor Sofie Perkins.

The next issue's deadline is July 19th.

Please send your articles and photos to:
Loretta Stahl, Editor, P.O. Box 18896 

Austin, TX 78760-8896

Editors Note: 
-The Fraternal Journal will not return photos.

-Articles may be sent to info@kjzt.org
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50-Year Membership Pin
Pictured (L to R) are Sheila Wenske and State Director Joyce Kurtz. Not pictured is Amy 
Machicek.

75-Year Membership Pins
Pictured (L to R) are State Director Joyce Kurtz, Rosalie Harabis, Stacy Harabis, Stacy 
Kubecka, Charline Stehle, Benita Roller, Elizabeth Adamek, Hattie Olle, Leona Sestak 
and Henrietta Hybner. 

The District I Annual Meeting was held April 2, 2017 at 
the St. Cyril & Methodius Dining Hall. The Meeting was 
hosted by the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary – Society 
#5, Shiner, Texas. One hundred and forty members, Ju-
niors and guests were in attendance.

  A Memorial Service was held with the Juniors assisting. Father Bryan Heyer 
honored the departed with a prayer.
  Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities spoke. Father Bryan blessed 
the pins that were to be presented and said Grace before the meal.
  At 12:40 p.m. Society No. 5 President Mary Ann Marek opened the meeting 
with a prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the flag. She welcomed everyone 
and introduced the State visitors and local hosting officers.  Present were Jim 
Wiest, Sales and Marketing Manager, Joyce Kurtz, State Director, Loretta Stahl, 
President/CEO, local Society officers including Secretary Pat Brown,Vice-Pres-
ident Dorothy Marcak, Treasurer Rita Kurtz, Associate Member Laddie Kurtz, 
Society Chaplain Father Bryan Heyer and Legal Advisor Jennifer Machacek.
  Roll call was held.
  President/CEO Loretta Stahl spoke. State Director Joyce Kurtz presented Sta-
tus Awards. 
  With the humorous assistance of Father Bryan, Mrs. Kurtz presented 50-year 
membership pins and 75-year membership pins, and an Achievement Pin. 
  Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest spoke.
  In new business, Society #37, Hochheim, St. Anne will be the host for the 2018 
District I Meeting. 
    Closing prayer was the Memorare and President Mary Ann Marek thanked all 
the members that helped with hosting the meeting and for making it a successful 
event. Also a ‘Thank You’ goes out to Cynthia Jahn for her hard work with the 
decorations. 

I

Status Certificates 
Pictured (L to R) are Helen Manning for 1 Yoakum, Mary Ann Rother for 14 Moulton, 
Anna Wigginton for 37 Hochheim, Jennifer Golsch for 2 Hallettsville, Deberah Konvicka 
for 3 St. Mary’s, Katherine Kahanek for 53 Wied and State Director Joyce Kurtz for 12 
Sweet Home. Not pictured is Society No. 5 Shiner.

Juniors
Pictured are Juniors and Directors. Societies present were 5 Shiner, 12 Sweet Home and 
14 Moulton. They read an Easter poem, sang the Shiner song, recited the Junior Pledge 
and did a group craft.
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DISTRICT I, cont.

Achievement Pin
Pictured seated is Mary Ann Matusek. Pictured standing is State Director Joyce Kurtz.

The Universal Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. 
Prayer Day will be once a month on the first Sunday of each 
month. 
  Please offer a prayer for all Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas 
– K.J.Z.T. members and each other’s intentions.

CFFT.KJZT cathfamTX

www.kjzt.org

      NSociety         w        s 
The Society held their Annual 
Cake Wheel booth during the 

K.C. Festival on March 5, 2017. The event was once 
again a success. This was their Parish Fundraiser. 
Funds raised plus the matching funds from the State 
Office will be presented to St. Mary’s Altar Society.

Pictured working at the booth at left is President Mary Harris spin-
ning the wheel while Secretary Frances Kacer, at right, looks on.

27 Caldwell
Pictured are Society Officers at the cake wheel booth (L to R) are 
Treasurer Janet Hennigan, Secretary Frances Kacer and Presi-
dent Mary Harris.

 The Society provided refresh-
ments for the 23 confirmants 

receiving their sacrament of Confirmation on May 
14th at Assumption BVM Church in Ganado.

Pictured (L to R) are Charlotte Andel, Katherine Wesselski, Fran-
ces Vesely, Mary Ann Peters, Cecilia French, President and La-
noe Macha, Vice-President. Not pictured is Haylie Hicks.

43 Ganado

  The Society held their 2nd 
meeting on April 23rd. Opening 

prayers were led by President Elsie Marak, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  The minutes from the last meeting were read by 
Secretary Lorane Marusak. A motion was made by 
Alene Eggers and seconded by Diana Cline to 
approve the minutes as read.
  Deana Smith, Cheer Committee, read out the 
names of those ill and deceased who were enrolled 
in the K.J.Z.T. Clerical Endowment Fund. She then 
read thank notes that were received.  
  Treasurer Georgia LaScala gave her report.
  The Juniors were busy during the quarter with vis-
its to nursing homes, an Easter Egg hunt and donat-
ing water and trash bags for the St. Joseph cemetery 
clean-up.   
  President Elsie Marak told everyone that we had 21 
graduating seniors and cards with a monetary gift 
being sent out to them. There were 16 applications 
for scholarships, the most ever for our Society. 
Thirteen of the applications were from graduating 
seniors. The scholarship recipients will be recog-
nized at the June 11th meeting. 
  State Director Sally Long will hold a meeting in 
June regarding the upcoming convention in July. 
  Discussion was held on the annual celebration.  
The annual Mass will be at 5:00 p.m. in St. John 
Nepomucene Church. Activities and menu will be 
finalized at the next meeting 

16 Ennis
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America Needs Fatima re-
cently promoted an extra 

Public Square Rosary campaign across our nation, 
asking people to offer a special public square rosary 
for Traditional Marriage. The Society coordinated 
a Public Square Rosary on March 18, 2017. It was 
held on the Fayetteville Square simultaneously as 
over 3,109 confirmed groups across America held 
rosaries to beg God, Our Lady and St. Joseph to pro-
tect and preserve traditional marriage and family in 
America.

10 Fayetteville

The Society held a bake sale to 
raise funds to support a new bible 

study program at Down Home Ranch located in 
Elgin. It has been difficult for them to maintain a 
bible study program due to the turnover in teach-
ers and their varied faith backgrounds. Judy Horton 
of Down Home Ranch is a certified spiritual com-
panion through the Oblate School of Theology.  She 
is developing a comprehensive three-year cycle of 
bible study lessons based on the liturgical calendar 
of the Catholic Church. This program will provide 
direction and support for the teachers. In addition 
to purchasing program materials, funds will be used 
to provide each student with a binder for their indi-
vidual papers, worksheets, and lessons. The Society 
was pleased to present a check for $577.00 to Judy 
Horton.

93 Austin

The Society hosted a 
birthday party on Feb-

ruary 22nd at the Brookdale assisted living home.  
They provided a cake for the residents who had a 
February birthday. The staff also served punch and 
assisted in serving the residents. 
  This is the first party at the residence for the So-
ciety. Those who attended the party were: Mary K 
Marusak, Lillian Naiser, Virginia Pargmann, Millie 
Powell, Pat Gregoire and Bernice Ermis

130 Georgetown

The Holy Family Society 118 donat-
ed “The New Catholic Answer Bi-

ble” to six Confirmation students from Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Taft, Texas. Betty Vacek, Society 
Secretary, presented the  Bibles on April 9th.

118 Taft

St. Agnes Society 111 held their 
yearly bake sale on Palm Sunday in 

the foyer of their church. All sorts of goodies were 
brought to be sold. 

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Sheblak (Vice-President), Doris Andel 
(President) and Georgia Orsak (Treasurer).

111 Edna

The Society held a bake sale on Sat-
urday, April 8, 2017 at the St. Mary’s 

Parish Center. The money made from the bake sale 
will go ½ to St. Mary’s School Wish List and the 
other ½ to St. Vincent de Paul. A total of $2,075.00 
was made on the bake sale and the State Office will 
match it by $1,000.00, for a total of $3,075.00.  St. 
Mary’s School and St. Vincent de Paul  will each get 
approximately $1,500.00 each.
  The Society would like to thank everyone who 
worked, brought ingredients, donated baked goods 
and bought kolaches and baked goods. The Society 
thanks their great community for their support.

11 West

  There was also some discussion of the Community 
Fundraiser. Nepomucene Kids was discussed as an 
option if it qualifies for the Community Fundraiser.      
  State Director Sally Long will check with the State 
Office. The church fundraiser will be May Fest held 
on May 20th and 21st. 
  Diana Cline moved the meeting be adjourned and 
it was seconded by Matty Hutyra. Closing prayers 
were said for deceased members. Refreshments 
were served following the meeting.
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The Society co-sponsored 
the St. Ann Fundraiser 

on March 26, 2017. The fundraiser consisted of a 
chicken fried steak dinner to-go and a country store. 
Proceeds from the fund raiser will be used to auto-
mate the St. Ann church bells and heat the St. Ann 
Pavilion.

Working the country store (L to R) are members Ruby Wigginton, 
Roberta Wenzel, Bennie Gerdes, Don Wigginton, Pauline Klo-
esel, and Joyce Word.  

Preparing steaks are members Dennis Havlik and Margaret 
Baros, along with other parish volunteers. 

37 Hochheim The Society hosted a birthday party 
at Shiner Nursing & Rehab on April 

12, 2017. While the residents of SNRC were ser-
enaded with songs and music provided by Laddie 
Kurtz, members of the K.J.Z.T. served kolaches and 
punch to those attending. Everyone had a great time 
singing along to “Here Comes Peter Cottontail”.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Birthday Honorees, Albert Jarmon, 
Alvin Mikes, Dagmar Novosad and Margaret Hermes. Pictured (L 
to R in back) are K.J.Z.T. members: Laddie & Rita Kurtz, Georgia 
Chumchal, Dorothy Marcak, Mary Ann Marek and Pat Brown.

5 Shiner

Society No. 23 Holy Rosary held 
their meeting Sunday, April 9th 

in the Hostyn Parish Hall.
  President Lillian Kallus called the meeting to order. 
Bethany Kallus and Lexie Havelka led the members 
in the opening prayer and Pledges of Allegiance to 
the United State and Texas Flags.
  Secretary Verlene Kuntschik read the January 
meeting minutes and correspondence from the  State 
Office. Vice-President Ann Janda gave the financial 
report in the absence of Treasurer Helen Janda. She 
reported six CEF enrollments.
  The St. Joseph Table, which was the Feeding Fami-
lies Across Texas project held in March, was a huge 
success. Food collected was donated to AMEN food 
pantry. The District V Meeting and Social was a 
successful event. Irene Janda was acknowledged for 
receiving a Grandmother’s Perpetual for enrolling 
ten or more grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Katy Harman won 1st place in Group 3 for her photo 
in the State Photo competition and Hostyn Society 
No. 23 won 2nd place in Scrapbook. Society No 23 
members received the Platinum status in 2016.
  This year Camp Guardian Angel will be held at 
Cooper Farms in Ledbetter beginning on Thursday 
June 22nd thru Saturday, June 25th. Junior Divi-
sion Awards Day will be held on Saturday, July 29th 
at the St. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church in 
Shiner, Texas. Join Hands Day will be observed on 
Saturday, May 6th. Members of Society No. 23 will 

23 Hostyn

meet with other parish groups on Wednesday, April 
19th in projects around the parish grounds. National 
Flag Day will be held on Wednesday, June 14th. 
Members will meet with Fayette County Judge Ed 
Janecka on May 23rd to sign the proclamation.
  State Director Grace Vinklarek announced the re-
tirement of Msgr. Joseph Hybner, State Chaplain, 
and Very Rev. Gary Janak, the new State Chaplain, 
both effective March 1, 2017. The term limits and 
age limits to be voted on at the XXXV Regular Gen-
eral Convention were discussed. She thanked the 
Society for hosting the District V Meeting and So-
cial in March.
  The next quarterly meeting and annual Mass will 
be held on August 14th. Meeting attendance prizes 
were won by Mary Jane Henning and Alice Zezula. 
The meeting was closed with a prayer. 

Sweet Home Society 12 
sponsored a Bake Sale 

on Saturday, April 8th after the 5pm Mass and again 
on Sunday, April 9th after the 7 & 9 a.m. Masses.
This was the society’s People Helping People Fund 
Raiser for the year 2017. The proceeds along with 
the State Office 50% matching funds will go to the 
Lavaca County Meals On Wheels Program and Pe-
ters Place in Hallettsville, Texas.

Pictured (L to R in front) are State Director/Vice President Joyce 
Kurtz, Lynette Havel, Stacy Kubecka, and President Gladys 
Hermes. Pictured (L to R in back) are Allison Mican, Patricia Eline 
and Treasurer Irene Szwarc.

12 Sweet Home

The Society hosted the Colonial 
Belle Nursing Home March Birth-

day Party on March 14th. Honorees were Marie 
Stastny and Mary Vicenik, both K.J.Z.T. members. 
Mary Andreas and Joyce Meyer were also celebrat-
ed honorees. 

Pictured with the honorees are local Society officers (at far left) 
Bernice Harlan and Jeanette Klekar and (at far right) Lorene 
Berckenhoff.

42 Sealy
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The Society sponsored a St. Jo-
seph’s Table March 17th -19th as 

a Feeding Families Across Texas project. Over 200 
pounds of food were collected.

Pictured are some of the members with the table full of food, items 
and donations. 

23 Hostyn

St. Anne’s Society 30 
of East Bernard deliv-

ered Easter dinners to 6 needy, shut-in families. The 
dinners were purchased by Vice-President Gladys 
Dusek and President Sophie Korenek. The dinners 
were delivered on April 12th to Albina Jasek, Mel-
vin Baca, Agnes Litvik, Helen Urbish, Frankie But-
ler and Elizabeth and Ervin Macha.

Pictured are Gladys Dusek and Sophie Korenek delivering one of 
the dinners to Albina Jasek.

30 East Bernard

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 125 
held its first Quarterly Meet-

ing on Thursday, March 16th at President Carol’s 
home. Seven members were present. Refreshments 
were enjoyed before the meeting, served by Presi-
dent Zann. President Carol Zann opened the meet-
ing with Sharon Parker leading the members with a 
prayer for the faithful by St. Patrick.
  Secretary Marie Stryk read the minutes which were 
approved as read after one correction was made.
  Treasurer Evelyn Maresh gave her report and it was 
approved.
  Under old business, the President thanked all the 
members for all the help given for a very good Dis-
trict Meeting with over 50 members and guests in 

125 Houston

attendance.
  Under new business, members discussed what 
project to do this year since the parish will not have 
a bazaar. Also talked about was the Convention to be 
held in July in Austin.
  The next meeting will be June 8, 2017 at the Sec-
retary’s home and Mayor Tom Reid has been invited 
to celebrate Flag Day. The meeting closed with a 
prayer by President Carol.

Officers from St. Anne’s 4 Praha held 
their 1st Quarterly Meeting of 2017 

on February 26th.

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Ellene Vrazel, Secretary Nan-
cy Jasek, Treasurer Patricia Masek, President Georgia Cerny and 
State Director Joyce Kurtz.

4 Praha

St. Elizabeth Society No. 6 in Bryan 
held its second meeting of the year on 

April 17, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph Parish 
Center.
  The 11 members present and guest, Jean Ribar 
State Director, enjoyed a pot luck meal and spirits 
provided  by Society members.  All officers and del-
egates were in attendance:  Helen Metzer, President;  
Loretta Lanicek, VP;  Elizabeth Zemanek, Secre-
tary;  and Mary Hovorak, Treasurer.
  The meeting was opened with prayer by the Presi-
dent Helen Metzer, and the Secretary Liz Zemanek 
read thank you letters and further reported on recent 
news from the State Office.
  Helen Metzer, President, reported that we received 
$1,510 from our Annual “No-Bake” Bake Sale for 
2017 for our Charities and Scholarship Fund.  She 
also presented each member with a copy of “10 
Commandments of Great Health” covering tips on 
good nutrition.  
  Members also discussed our upcoming Parish Fun-
draiser on May 7, 2017, whereby our Society spon-
sors the Cake Wheel and Ticket booths.
  The remainder of the meeting was devoted to read-
ing and discussing the XXXV Regular General Con-
vention Motions to the Constitution and ByLaws 
and Recommendations that were received from the 
State Office to be read at the meeting.  Our District 
Director, Jean Ribar, helped with clarification on 
some of them.
  The meeting ended with prayer.

Pictured (L to R) are Loretta Lanicek, Liz Zemanek, Jean Ribar, 
Pam Stetz, Helen Metzer, Liz Britten, Mary Hovorak, Alisa Zubik, 
Lorraine Roesler, Cheryl Wenck, and JoAnn Zaeske. Not pictured:  
Fred Wenck.

6 Bryan

On Join Hands Day, several or-
ganizations got together at the 

church grounds to do some needed work. Organi-
zations involved along with the K.J.Z.T. were the 
K.J.T., Catholic Daughters, Christian Mothers, Liv-
ing Rosary and parish youth. All planted new flow-
ers, fertilized, hauled dirt, watered and other odd 
jobs.

Pictured is the hard-working group with Father Dan Kahlich.

23 Hostyn
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By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Concussions

By Jim Wiest FIC, CFFM, 
Sales and Marketing Manager

Thoughts on 
Retirement

  There has been an increased national focus on the medical problem of concus-
sions over the past several years. Multiple professional athletes’ stories have 
been circulated to raise awareness of concussion and traumatic brain injury. 
Implications have been made that recurrent concussion or injury to the brain 
may have contributed to chronic disease such as memory loss, dementia, and 
other neuro-degenerative problems. In view of this increased attention to con-
cussion, I hope some more background information can make this issue more 
understandable.
  Concussion is an interference of brain function resulting from a direct or in-
direct force to the head. A direct force to the head might include a severe fall 
or blow to the head, whereas an indirect force might include a blow elsewhere 
on the body but the force is transmitted to the head. Concussion symptoms and 
findings deal with how the brain functions; there is no structural damage that 
can be defined. An MRI or CT scan of the brain will appear normal.
  Headache is the most common symptom of concussion. Dizziness, memory 
loss, trouble with balance, mood changes, and sleep changes can also occur. 
Loss of consciousness occurs in less than 10 percent of people sustaining con-
cussions.
  It has been estimated that there may be 1.5 to almost 4 million sports-related 
concussions each year in the United States. The increased awareness has led to 
athletic guidelines and state legislation to mandate management of this common 
injury. Athletes should not return to play the same day of a concussion; this is 
state law in Texas. Texas students who suffer concussions while participating 
in athletic events must now have physician clearance before returning to play. 
There have been multiple protocols created to assess for concussion on the side-
lines of athletic competition which help determine which athletes should not 
return to play.
  Since there are no specific medical treatments for concussion, rest and time are
required to allow symptoms to resolve. Most concussions resolve completely 
in 7 to 10 days and most symptoms are resolved in less than 72 hours. After 
symptoms are completely gone, a graded, progressive return to athletic activity 
is recommended. This might start with walking or jogging, progressive running, 
then slowly returning to the specific requirements of the sport.
  Long-term effects of multiple concussions are unknown, but there is concern 
for potential loss of brain functioning over time. Another concern is that of 
second impact syndrome where the brain might be more susceptible to blood 
pressure changes after a second traumatic event before the initial concussion 
is resolved, which might lead to brain swelling and worsening complications.

continued on page 26...

  You used to be able to easily earn 5% on your investments with no risk.  That 
means that you could have retired with $1,000,000 and easily earned $50,000 
per year with total peace of mind.
  There are over 40,000,000 retirees in the USA, and that number is growing at 
the rate of 10,000 per day!  We have worked hard, saved our pennies and hoped 
to be comfortable in our retirement years.  But times have changed, haven’t 
they?
  With that same million dollars that you could rely on a 5% return, today a 
similar investment would only earn $5,000-$10,000 per year!  Who could live 
on that?  Most retirees are concerned about running out of money before they 
run out of time.
  But what about you?  Do you have money sitting in a bank, credit union or 
money market account earning less than 2% interest?  Is your stock portfolio 
giving you flat returns while you are taking the market risk?  If so, there is good 
news for you.
  Consider an alternative that will get you guaranteed returns many times what 
you are earning.  This alternative guarantees returns with virtually no front-end 
costs, definitely no back-end costs, no surrender fees or charges, completely 
liquid with funds available at any time after just one year.  The yields are some-
times 5 or 10 times greater than banks are paying.  Your funds are growing 
income tax-deferred for as long as you live, and go to your family completely 
income-tax free in the event of your death!
  Sound too good to be true?  There must be a catch.  Well, there is a catch, and 
here it is.  The reason banks are not paying decent returns is because they are 
spending it on themselves.  The 5 largest banks in the USA have over 18,400 
branches across the country.  That is a lot of bricks and mortar.  On top of that, 
over 800,000 employees are supported by these institutions.  How would you 
like to pay for those skyscrapers and meet that payroll?  Well, actually you do, 
with the interest you are not getting on your money!
  So, where can you get 10, 20 times (or even more) return on your hard-earned 
dollars?  Think about this.  K.J.Z.T. has been around since 1894 without the 
skyscrapers and thousands of employees.  Since the beginning it has enjoyed 
a tax-exempt non-profit status, helping the church, the community and them-
selves on a co-op basis.  The banks are concerned about making money for their 
stock-holders, while we have always been concerned about our members.
  So what’s the catch?  Well here it is.  You have to qualify for these extraordi-
nary benefits.  This plan is fully insured and you have to be in good health to 
qualify.  Don’t let that keep you from asking about it, though.  Even if health is 

continued on page 26...
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By Anne Wick,
State Co-Ordinator of Jr. Activities

  This year’s Camp Guardian Angel is around the corner and I am looking for-
ward to being with our happy campers again. This year Camp again will be held 
at the SPJST Campground in Ledbetter, Texas starting on Thursday afternoon, 
June 22nd thru Sunday morning, June 25th.  And I am happy to say that we have 
reached the limit of campers the Camp can accommodate. If anyone would like 
more information on our Camp, please let me know.  It would not be a bad idea 
to start making plans for next year.
  Another one of our special events that will be held for the Junior members is 
the Junior Division Day which will be held in Shiner, Texas, on Saturday, July 
29th, at the Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish. The day will begin with Holy Mass 
at 10:00 a.m. At this event we honor our State Royalty (the Kings and Queens) 
and all the Juniors who participate in the Point & Merit System during the past 
year. Again, any other Junior members who are not active can attend. So if you 
know of anyone who would like to attend and participate in these activities, 
please let me know. If you have some time to spare and have someone who is 
a Junior member, take some time off and come to Shiner and enjoy this special 
event with us. This is an event you and your family can enjoy together. If you 
do plan to attend, please make sure that you send in a reservation of how many 
of you will be attending so that enough food can be prepared.
  Most of our District Meetings have been held for the year and I would like to 
say thank you to everyone for coming and to everyone who participated. The 
Junior programs the Juniors presented were great. Keep up the good work. To 
me the programs they present are always the highlight of the meeting. I always 
enjoy them.
  Again, let me know if you would like more information or know of someone 
that would be interested in the Junior Division, I will be more than happy to 
help you. It is a great opportunity to learn about our Catholic Faith, Czech 
Heritage, Community Service, earn a scholarship and make a lot of good 
friends along the way.

Concussions, by Dr. Ralph Wagner, continued from page 25...
The mere existence of this syndrome is controversial and few cases have been 
reported, but the medical community universally agrees that no athlete should 
return to play after a concussion while symptoms persist.
  Being alert for concussion symptoms is an important consideration for parents,
teachers, coaches, and medical professionals alike to allow proper recovery 
from the injury and make good decisions about return to play. It’s not just good 
judgment and good medical care, it’s the law in Texas!

Thoughts on Retirement, by Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest, 
continued from page 25...
an issue, there may be some other alternatives to discuss.  
  And to add a final thought, the insurance that the plan is based on comes to 
you at no additional cost!  That’s right, the basis of the plan, which enables the 
great guaranteed returns also provides an income tax-free legacy to your family.
  Want more information?  Please go to www.KJZT.org or call the State Office 
to find an agent near you. 

CFFT.KJZT cathfamTX

www.kjzt.org

A Summer Prayer
Creator of all, thank You for summer!
Thank You for the warmth of the sun

and the increased daylight.
Thank You for the beauty I see all

around me and for the opportunity to
be outside and enjoy Your creation.
Thank You for the increased time I

have to be with my friends and family,
and for the more casual pace of the summer season.

Draw me closer to You this summer.
Teach me how I can pray no matter

where I am or what I am doing.
Warm my soul with the awareness of
Your presence, and light my path with

Your Word and Counsel.
As I enjoy Your creation, create in me

a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You. Amen.



The Society presented their schol-
arships to five Edna High School 

seniors in the amount of $300.00 each. The schol-
arships were presented by President Doris Andel 
and Vice-President Mary Sheblak on Tuesday night, 
May 9, 2017 in the Edna High School auditorium.

Pictured (L to R) receiving the scholarships are Pauline Negrete, 
Kelsey Sparks, Alexis Miller and McKayla Martignoni. Not pictured 
was Jacob Balizan.
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West Society No. 11, donated the 
proceeds from their April 8th Bake 

Sale, one-half to St. Vincent DePaul and one-half 
to St. Mary’s School for restoration of restrooms 
in the Old St. Mary’s School Building.  Total made 
at the bake sale was $2,075.00 and the State Office 
matched it $1,000.00 making a total of $3,075.00, 
each receiving $1,537.00. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Cheryl Hoelscher, President of St. Vin-
cent DePaul; Mary Kallus, Father Paul Hudson, Joyce Nors and 
Adrienne Janek, Director of Development at St. Mary’s School.  
Pictured (L to R in back) are Dolores Sykora and Theresa Plsek.

11 West

The Society No. 5 Shiner made a 
donation at their Quarterly Meeting 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 to the Shiner Catholic Schools 
for their Marathon Fundraiser.

Pictured (L to R) are Kim Ulcak-Shiner Catholic School Fund Rais-
ing Chairman, Society Vice-President Dorothy Marcak, President 
Mary Ann Marek, Treasurer Rita Kurtz, and Secretary Pat Brown.

5 Shiner

After Mass on Sunday, May 
7th, Society No. 37, St. Ann, 

Hochheim, presented Father Matthew Huehlefeld 
with the proceeds of their Country Store Fund Rais-
er. These funds in addition to the matching funds 
from the State Office will be used to install an auto-
matic bell ringer at St. Ann Church.

Members making the presentation were Don Wigginton, Tommy 
Wenzel, Nancy McNease, Pauline Kloesel, Janet Zabransky, 
Bennie Gerdes, Ruby Wigginton,  Roberta Wenzel, Joyce Word, 
Rose Mary Havlik, and Dennis Havlik.  

37 Hochheim

Society No. 1 Yoakum, Society No. 12 Sweet 
Home, and Society No. 37 Hochheim, joined hands 
on Friday, May 5th to make monetary donations to 
the Yoakum Volunteer Fire Department. Volunteer 
Firemen, William Wimberly and Jeffrey Fishbeck 
accepted the donations.  

Pictured are members of Society #1-Helen Manning, Virgie Ferrell, 
Elaine Dornak and Judy Balzer, members of Society #12-Gladys 
Hermes, Mary Ann Matusek, Harvey Matusek, Irene Szwarc, and 
Joyce Kurtz, and members of Society #37-Ruby Wigginton, Ro-
berta Wenzel, Charlene Stehle, Janet Zabransky, Bennie Gerdes, 
Nancy McNease, Joyce Word, Rose Mary Havlik, and Don Wig-
ginton (not pictured).

1 Yoakum, 12 Sweet Home, 
37 Hochheim

The Society gave a check for 
$1,350.00 to Christ Kitchen. 

The Kitchen feeds 6,000 people a month. Proceeds 
were from a bake sale held by the members in March. 
Christ Kitchen thanked the Society for their large 
donation. Present to receive the check was Patricia 
Hastings, Executive Director of Christ Kitchen.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Wendy Hrncir, Irene Brosch and Lil-
lian Berger. Pictured (L to R in back) are Carolyn Nevlud, Patricia 
Hastings, Evelyn Dierlam and Rosie Olsovsky.

101 Victoria

111 Edna

Pope Francis’ 
Prayer Intentions

July 2017
Lapsed Christians. That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through 
our prayer and witness to the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and 
the beauty of the Christian life.

August 2017
Artists. That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the 
beauty of creation.
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  The next quarterly meeting will be Thursday, 
August 3, 3017 in the Msgr. Harry Center at 4:30 
p.m. with a social to follow.   

Sacred Heart School in La Grange received a donation. Pictured 
from left are Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, Sacred Heart School 
Principal LaDonna Voelkel, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, and Presi-
dent Elizabeth Kallus.

A donation was made to the Sacred Heart Catholic Church Capi-
tal Campaign Expansion Fund. Pictured from left are Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish Fr. Matthew Kinney, Secretary Marilyn Koth-
mann, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, and President Elizabeth Kallus.

The second quarterly meet-
ing was held Thursday, May 

4th, in the Msgr. Harry Mazurkiewicz Center at Sa-
cred Heart Parish.  
  President Elizabeth Kallus called the meeting to 
order at 4:30 p.m. with opening prayers for living 
and deceased members and Pledges of Allegiance to 
the U.S. and Texas Flags. 
  La Grange Mayor Janet Moerbe was guest speaker 
and she gave an informative talk about the happen-
ings in La Grange, after which she signed the Flag 
Day Proclamation.
  The People Helping People Parish Fundraiser 
Project donation was made to Sacred Heart School 
Principal LaDonna Voelkel; and a donation was pre-
sented to Fr. Matthew Kinney for the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church Capital Campaign Expansion 
Fund, “Opening New Doors, Building Community 
and Hospitality.”  
  Reading of the February meeting Minutes was dis-
pensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, 
Secretary Marilyn Kothmann read news from the 
State Office.  
  In the absence of Vice-President Joy Kovar, Presi-
dent Kallus reported seven Society C.E.F. enroll-
ments and seventeen by individuals; and deceased 
members Grace Crowson and Justina Zbranek were 
each remembered with a Mass intention. Publicity 
report was also given by Kallus.
  Thirteen members attended the March 11th, Dis-
trict V meeting hosted by Hostyn. Society No. 31 
will host the 2018 District V meeting.
  A donation will be made to AMEN food pantry in 
La Grange for the Feeding Families Across Texas 
project.  A People Helping People Community Proj-
ect was discussed.  The Fraternal 100 Project mon-
ies will be donated to Turtle Wing Foundation.  
  Outgoing State Chaplain Msgr. Joseph Hybner and 
new State Chaplain Fr. Gary Janak will be remem-
bered with C.E.F. enrollments and cards.  
  The XXXV Regular General Convention “Motions 
to the Constitution and Bylaws” and “Recommen-
dations and Suggestions” were reviewed with each 
member receiving a copy.
  Director Vinklarek spoke about the District V 
Meeting, the upcoming State Convention, and her 
retirement from being a State Director. 
  Attendance prize was won by Barbara Brauner, 
and a gift donated by Director Vinklarek was won 
by Rose Recek.  Meeting closed with prayers led by 
Chaplain Fr. Matthew Kinney, after which members 
visited while enjoying finger foods.   

31 La Grange

Society Adults and Juniors made 
and delivered 65 treat baskets on 

Good Friday, April 14th, to the sick and shut-ins of 
their community.

Pictured (L to R in front) are David and Erin Kulhanek, Alex Acu-
na, Sarah Kulhanek, Rebecca Colson,Connor Brorsen, Riley Jo 
Brorsen, Judith Michulka and Theresa Kulhanek. Pictured (L to R 
in back) are Mary Kulhanek, Amber Adamcik, AJ Navarro, Junior 
Director Audra Brorsen, Peyton Brorsen, Cynthia Acuna, Stepha-
niah Phillips and Adela Wadephul.

22 Wallis

Members took part in the 
Feeding Families Across 

Texas program by donating $400.00 to their local 
food pantry A.M.E.N. (Area Ministries for Emer-
gency Needs) in La Grange on Monday, May 22, 
2017, with the officers making the presentation.

Pictured from right are Secretary Marilyn Kothmann, A.M.E.N. 
President Cassie Girard, Vice-President Joy Kovar, Society Presi-
dent Elizabeth Kallus, and Treasurer Barbara Eilert.

31 La Grange

The Society participated in Join 
Hands Day on Thursday, May 11, 

2017, by assisting Celebration House Food Pantry 
with the May monthly distribution.

Pictured (L to R) are President Georgia Cerny, Celebration House 
volunteer Doris Garbade, Secretary Nancy Jasek, Vice-President 
Ellene Vrazel, Treasurer Patricia Masek, Celebration House vol-
unteers Pam Cunningham and Merlene Jurek and Director of Cel-
ebration House, Evelyn Miller.

4 Praha
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Other News
Long-Time Member Turns 99 Years Old

  Member Anne Mae Janish recently celebrated her 99th birthday with family 
friends and K.J.Z.T. members at the K.J.T. Center. Mrs. Janish has been a dedi-
cated member of Society No. 10, St. Anne, in Fayetteville.

Pictured is Anne Mae Janish with her beautiful cake, flowers and corsage.

Junior Wins Top Awards

  Clayton Pavlicek, a Junior member of Society No. 85 Damon, was awarded 
medals for being the Top Science Student and for earning an Outstanding Math 
Award.

Pictured at right is Clayton Pavlicek.

A Summer Blessing
May you walk with God

this summer
in whatever you do
wherever you go.

Walking with God means...
walking with honesty

and with courage.
Walking with love

and respect
and concern for the feelings of others.

May you talk to God
this summer
on every day

and in every situation.

Talking with God means...
praying words of praise

for the beauty of creation.
Saying prayers of thanks

for friends and good times.

Asking God’s help
in all your decisions.
Expressing sorrow

when you have failed.
May you talk with God

every day. 

Amen.
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Junior 
News

Juniors delivered food and money 
that was collected after Masses to 

Helping Hands of Ennis during Spring Break. After 
making the delivery, the Juniors attended noon Mass 
then had a pizza party and played games in the par-
ish gym.

Pictured in front are Casen Cline, Eli Gilburt, Marley Lytle, Ade-
lynn Liska, Carsyn Rhodes and Easton Ruffin. Pictured in back 
are Cooper Cline, Quinn Rhodes, Coye Ferguson, Hunter Ruffin, 
Jake Ruffin, Nash Ferguson and Carleigh Rhodes.

16 Ennis

On Sunday, March 19th, the Ju-
niors of Marak presented Father 

George Thirumangalam, CMI a new Altar Cross and 
Votive Candleholders for the new Chapel. The Ju-
niors applied for the People Helping People Match-
ing Fund Program to increase the funds that were 
used to purchase the gifts. The Juniors had a Super 
Bowl Chip-N-Dip/Bake Sale on February 5th. Their  
parish family was so generous in buying their goods 
and donations.  

Pictured (L to R in front) are Kenley Harris, Claire Kopriva and 
Kate Kopriva. Pictured (L to R in back) are Chase Hubnik, Gra-
cen Dach, Father George Thirumangalam, Cade Hubnik, Debbie 
Vansa, Adison Dach and Cutter Hubnik.

21 Marak

Sweet Home Society  
Juniors sponsored a 

“Cemetery Clean Up Day” for St. John The Baptist 
Catholic Cemetery in Koerth, Texas on Saturday, 
March 25, 2017.
  All the Juniors were present along with State Di-
rector/Junior Director Joyce Kurtz and the Assistant 
Junior Director Diane Jurena. The Juniors’ Parents 
and Grandparents also pitched in and helped make 
the project a great success. When all departed, the 
Cemetery was eye-appealing and ready for the Eas-
ter Season!
  This was a Charity/Community service project for 
each Junior on the Point & Merit Program for the 
K.J.Z.T. Junior Division Activities for 2017.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Alex Jurena, Madelyn Kurtz, Kayla 
Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz and Darren Jurena. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are State Director/Junior Director Joyce Kurtz, Allie Mican and As-
sistant Junior Director Diane Jurena.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Alex Jurena, Madelyn Kurtz, Kayla 
Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz and Darren Jurena. Pictured (L to R in back) 
are Jerry Kurtz, State Director/Junior Director Joyce Kurtz, Allie 
Mican, Assistant Junior Director Diane Jurena, Jeannie Mican, 
Amanda Kurtz and Jason Kurtz.

12 Sweet Home Junior members led Stations of 
the Cross for their parish on Fri-

day, March 17th.   
 

Pictured (L to R in front row) are Will Gerik, Quintin Kaska, Joel 
Lucas, Molly Lucas and Madison Lucas; second row: Katie Han-
away, Ally Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Jocelyn Kolar, Kyle Gerik 
and Preston Pustejovsky; back row: Mallory Ballew, Payton Puste-
jovsky, Katelyn Pustejovsky, Allison Murphy and Lauren Gerik.

104 Abbott

West Juniors helped at the bake sale 
held on Saturday, April 8, 2017 at St. 

Mary’s Parish Center.
  They helped with making the kolaches, buttering 
them and putting icing on them. They helped with 
cleaning after the bake sale. They also helped in 
bringing the baked goods to customer’s vehicles.  
One half of proceeds went to St. Mary’s School and 
the other half went to St. Vincent de Paul.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Coleman Wolf, Cameron Wolf, and 
Christopher Hovde. Pictured (L to R in back) are Emily Polansky, 
Maverick Plsek, Tanner Marak and Mark (M.J.) Kostecka, Jr.  Not 
shown in picture is a past active junior member, Eric Kostecka, 
who made all the kolache dough for the bake sale and made 40 
bags of home-made noodles.

11 West
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The Freeport Society 115 
Juniors sold drinks and hot 

dogs at St Joseph’s Annual Church Bazaar on April 
30, 2017.  

Pictured (L to R) are adult Society President Kathy Wishert and 
Juniors Tommy Janak, Jonathan Janak, Erin Reed, State Director/
Junior Director Deborah Kaspar and Sophie Galvan. Not pictured 
is Abigail Blaschke.

115 Freeport

The Ennis Juniors helped clean 
St. Joseph Cemetery on the annual 

clean-up day. They also provided trash bags and 
bottled water for the volunteers. 

Pictured in front areTracen Tobola and Ella Vrana. Pictured in mid-
dle are Hunter Ruffin holding Hudson Ruffin, Easton Ruffin, Kale 
Vrana and Kolton Vrana. Pictured in back are Conner Rejcek and 
Brenden Ruffin. Not pictured are Tinsley Tobola and Jake Ruffin.

16 Ennis

On March 19th, the Juniors led the 
rosary, greeted and took up the of-

fertory at their church.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Claire Kopriva, Kate Kopriva, Kenley 
Harris and Chase Hubnik. Pictured in middle is Cutter Hubnik. 
Pictured (L to R in back) are Cade Hubnik, Gracen Dach and Erin 
Tomek. 

21 Marak

On March 26th, the Juniors helped 
sponsor an Easter Egg Hunt and 

dinner after Mass. The Juniors are pictured here 
with raffle prizes.

Pictured (L to R) are Kate Kopriva, Kenley Harris, Junior Director 
Debbie Vansa, Chase Hubnik, Cutter Hubnik, Bryce Givens, Cade 
Hubnik, Gracen Dach, Adison Dach and Claire Kopriva.

Pictured are Gracen Dach and Cutter Hubnik showing their Easter 
spirit.

21 Marak

Juniors went to the movies and 
out for lunch after Mass and their 

meeting on March 19th.  They saw the movie Beau-
ty and the Beast.

Pictured at left are Chase Hubnik, Cade Hubnik, Cutter Hubnik, 
Adison Dach and Kate Kopriva. Pictured at right are Gracen Dach, 
Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Claire Kopriva and Kenley Harris.

21 Marak

The Society hosted a Lenten meal 
after Stations of the Cross at their 

parish.

Pictured are Claire and Caroline Jetton, Junior Director Linda 
Pavlicek, Clayton and Christopher Pavlicek, Mark Pavlicek, Ceci-
lia Martin, Ariet Pavlicek, Assistant Junior Director Patricia Maroul 
and Cameron Pavlicek.

85 Damon

The Society participated at the 
Annual Altar Society dinner and 

also held a craft sale. The Juniors assisted the el-
derly with plates, cleaned off tables and served food.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Claire Jetton, Caroline Jetton and 
Caylie Sebesta. Pictured (L to R in back) are Junior Director Linda 
Pavlicek, Cameron Pavlicek, Kasi Schneider, Clayton Pavlicek 
and Christopher Pavlicek.

85 Damon

Society Juniors and Adults par-
ticipated in the Joining in Hands 

program at the Senior Assisted Living resident home 
in Needville on Saturday, May 6th. They helped the 
residents play bingo.

Pictured are Emma Satsky, Caylie Sebesta, Aida Vela, Claire Jet-
ton, Caroline Jetton, Carol Fabrygel, Junior Director Linda Pav-
licek, Kathy Taylor, Carol Buchta, Clayton Pavlicek, Kim Satsky, 
Cameron Pavlicek and Patsy Maroul.

85 Damon
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The Juniors led Stations of the 
Cross and the Holy Rosary for 

their parish on Good Friday, April 14.   
 

Pictured (L to R in front row) are Allison Pustejovsky, Sarah Al-
exander, Will Gerik, Molly Lucas, Joel Lucas, Quintin Kaska and 
Paxton Pustejovsky; second row: Ryan Pustejovsky, Ally Han-
away, Katie Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Jocelyn Kolar, Madison 
Lucas, Kyle Gerik and Keaton Pustejovsky; back row: Lauren 
Gerik, Lydia Pustejovsky, Mallory Ballew, Allison Murphy, Katelyn 
Pustejovsky, Molli Pustejovsky, Mariann Pustejovsky and Preston 
Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

The Junior division participated 
in May Crowning at their parish 

on May 3rd. Juniors led the procession into church, 
carrying bouquets of fresh flowers to place at the 
feet of the Blessed Mother. Junior members Preston 
Pustejovsky and Ally Hanaway crowned Mary with 
a crown of roses. Several Juniors also led a decade 
of the rosary, meditating on the Fifth Glorious Mys-
tery. 

Junior members are (pictured L to R in front row) are Paxton 
Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Sarah Alexander and Allison Pustejovsky.   
Pictured on the middle row are Keaton Pustejovsky, Kyle Gerik, 
Allison Murphy, Jocelyn Kolar, Molli Pustejovsky, Mallory Ballew, 
Katie Hanaway, Ally Hanaway and Ryan Pustejovsky.  Pictured on 
the back row are Lauren Gerik, Madison Murphy, Payton Pustejo-
vsky, Lydia Pustejovsky, Chris Pustejovsky, Katelyn Pustejovsky 
and Preston Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Several Junior members helped 
with the Easter Egg Hunt and 

donut breakfast sponsored by Abbott Society #104 
on Sunday, April 23rd. 

Juniors who helped hide eggs are (front row) Bryson Murphy, Al-
lison Murphy, Ally Hanaway, Will Gerik, Jocelyn Kolar and Paxton 
Pustejovsky. On the back row are Molli Pustejovsky, Lydia Puste-
jovsky, Katie Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Kyle Gerik and Keaton 
Pustejovsky.  Not pictured is Lauren Gerik.

104 AbbottSociety 16, Ennis, Juniors decorated 
and filled Treat bags to give to En-

nis nursing home residents from St. John parish. 
They made 58 bags and delivered them to 4 nursing 
homes. 

Pictured before making deliveries: front row-Coye Ferguson, 
Easton Ruffin, Cooper Cline; 2nd row-Carleigh Rhodes, Nash 
Ferguson, Jake Ruffin, Quinn Rhodes, Adelynn Liska, and Casen 
Cline; 3rd row-Katelyn Smith, Hannah Kriska, Hunter Ruffin, Madi 
Matous, and Lucas Matous; back row-Connor Rejcek, Brenden 
Ruffin, Gabe Matous, and Payton Matous.

Pictured (L to R) making a delivery are Nash Ferguson, Hannah 
Kriska, Coye Ferguson, Society No. 16 Ennis member Adell Hon-
za, Madi Matous, and Lucas Matous.

16 Ennis

Society 16, Ennis, Juniors had an 
Easter Egg Hunt on the second Sun-

day of the Easter Season. 

The following members participated in the hunt (older ones hid the 
eggs for the younger kids): Eli Gilburt, Ella Vrana, Cooper Cline, 
Kolton Vrana, Kale Vrana, Lucas Matous, Gabe Matous, Casen 
Cline, Madi Matous, Hannah Kriska, and Katelyn Smith.

16 Ennis

St. John the Baptist
  John the Baptist was born about 6 months before 
his cousin Jesus. John’s parents were Zechariah, a 
priest in the Temple at Jerusalem, and Elizabeth, 
cousin of Mary, the mother of Christ. After years of 
a childless marriage, the angel Gabriel announced 
that they would have a holy son. But Zechariah 
doubted the prophecy, and he was stricken speech-
less until the day John was born.

  John called for people to give up their sinful lives. Those who repented, John baptized, symbolically 
purifying their bodies - washing away their sins - in anticipation of the spiritual purification that Christ 
would offer them. Although John felt unworthy, Jesus assured him that John should be the one to baptize 
Him.

  John is the Patron of Baptism. His feast day is June 24th.
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The Juniors from Society 16, Ennis, 
crowned a statue of Mary outside 

of St. John Nepomucene church. Hannah Kriska 
placed a wreath of white flowers on the statue and 
each Junior presented a nosegay of silk carnations 
and placed them in a vase as they sang “Immaculate 
Mary”. Jake Ruffin led the group in praying the Hail 
Mary. After the crowning, the members attended 
Mass together.

Pictured is Hannah Kriska.

Pictured in front are Easton Ruffin, Coye Ferguson, Eli Gilburt, 
Hudson Ruffin, and Hunter Ruffin; middle row-Nash Ferguson and 
Jake Ruffin; back row-Connor Rejcek, Zoee Juricek, Andie Gilburt 
held by Hannah Kriska, Katelyn Smith, and Brenden Ruffin. Not 
pictured-Tinsley Tobola.

16 Ennis Several Junior members volun-
teered at the First Communion 

breakfast hosted by K.J.Z.T. Society #104. Juniors 
helped serve kolaches, juice and coffee. They also 
helped clean the kitchen and hall afterward.  

Lydia Pustejovsky, Will Gerik and Ally Hanaway helped set out 
trays of kolaches.

Payton Pustejovsky, Mallory Ballew and Preston Pustejovsky 
were hard at work washing dishes.  

Junior member Sar-
ah Alexander made 
her First Communion 
on this day.

104 Abbott The Juniors celebrated the clos-
ing of the Elementary Faith For-

mation year.

Pictured are Claire Jetton, Jenna Vela, Caroline Jetton, Ivan An-
geles and Mrs. Gretchen Jetton.

85 Damon

The Juniors participated in a liv-
ing Rosary. Some of the Juniors 

were Jenna Vela, Aida Vela, Christopher Pavlicek, 
Clayton Pavlicek, Caroline Jetton, Claire Jetton, 
Cameron Pavlicek, Randy Weber, Lillie Weber and 
Eli Prihoda.

85 Damon
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Juniors in the News
Member Signs with University

  Payton Bryce Matous, member of Society No. 16, Ennis, signed with The 
University of Pennsylvania (an Ivy League University) Quakers to play football 
next Fall. Payton is a senior at Bishop Dunne Catholic High School in Dallas, 
and is an honors student known for his service to the school and community.   
  Payton has been an active Junior member with the Ennis Society and a camper 
at Camp Guardian Angel for a number of years. His parents are Stephanie and 
Jeff Matous, and his siblings are Gabe, Madi, and Lucas. Both of his grand-
mothers, Millie Littleton and Diane Matous, are members of Society No. 16, as 
well as his maternal great-grandmother, Patsy Zmolik.

Pictured is Payton Matous at the signing.

Member Exhibits Czech Research
  Carsyn Rhodes, a Junior member of Society No. 16, Ennis, exhibited her re-
search on Czech immigrants at the District Showcase for her school in Ferris.   
  Carsyn included information about K.J.Z.T. in her display. Carsyn’s parents 
are Carla and Troy Rhodes. Her maternal grandparents are Wayne and the late 
Etheline Sylvester.

Pictured is Carsyn Rhodes with her project.

Member Wins Wrestling Awards
​  Gabe Matous, a Bishop Dunne Catholic School Sophomore participated in 
TAPPS where he won 3rd Place at the State Tournament in the 195 weight 
class facing all Seniors and was named All State Wrestler and Most Valuable 
Wrestler. 
  Gabe Matous is an active Junior in Society No. 16, Ennis. His parents are Jeff 
and Stephanie Matous; siblings Payton, Madi, and Lucas. Grandmothers Mil-
lie Littleton and Diane Matous, and great-grandmother Patsy Zmolik are also 
members of Society No. 16.

Pictured is Gabe Matous on the winning podium.

Member Crowned Czech-Slovak Queen
  Anna Slovak, Junior member of Society No. 16, Ennis, was crowned the 2017 
Ellis County Czech-Slovak Queen. 

She is pictured with her grandparents Evelyn Slovak, Frank Svehlak, and Evelyn Svehlak; 
and her parents, Darren and Debbie Svehlak.

Send us stories about your Juniors and their accomplishments!
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


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7-Layer Dip
Submitted by Kristine Martin, 
Society No. 85 Damon

3 to 4 medium avocados
½ tsp. salt
2 tsp. lemon juice

Mash these ingredients together.

1 pkg. taco seasoning
½ c. mayonnaise
1 c. sour cream

Mix these ingredients together.

1 c. chopped green onion
8 oz. finely shredded cheddar cheese
2 medium tomatoes, chopped
2 cans regular or jalapeño bean dip
1 can ripe olives, chopped

Layer ingredients in a 9x13 dish. Start 
with bean dip, avocado mixture, sour 
cream mixture, green onions, toma-
toes, olives and cheese.

Hints & Tips

Kitchen Corner
Czech Hot Rolls
Submitted by Anne Wick, 
State Coordinator of Junior Activities,
Society No. 4 Praha

¾ c. warm water
2 pkg. or 2 T. dry yeast
1 ¼ tsp. sugar
1 c. warm milk
1 egg
½ c. sugar
2 tsp. salt 
3 T. butter
5 ¼ c. flour

Dissolve 1 ¼ teaspoons sugar and yeast 
in ¾ cup warm water. Combine egg, ½ 
cup sugar, salt, butter and warm milk 
in large mixing bowl. Add 3 ½ cups 
flour. Cool flour mixture to lukewarm, 
then add yeast mixture. Gradually add 
remaining flour until all ingredients 
are well blended. Knead for 10 min-
utes. Cover with a damp cloth and let 
rise in greased bowl until double. Cut 
dough with a tablespoon for each roll 
and form in desired shape. Place on a 
well-greased cookie sheet. Brush tops 

with butter. Cover and let rise until 
double in size. Bake in a preheated 
oven at 375˚ for 15 to 20 minutes.

Basil Pasta Salad
Submitted by Margaret M. Haskovec,
Society No. 16 Ennis

16 oz. box whole wheat pasta, 
           find a fun shape
10 oz. frozen chopped spinach 
            (2 c. fresh could be substituted)
1 c. fresh diced tomatoes
¼ c. finely sliced red onion
4 T. fresh basil, chopped
¼ c. balsamic vinegar
¼ c. olive oil
3 T. garlic powder
salt and pepper to taste

Cook pasta according to the package. 
Drain and let cool. Or run under cold 
water and ice. Thaw spinach and drain 
all excess water by pressing it with 
your hands. Wash and dice tomatoes. 
Slice red onion. Chop fresh basil. Mix 
cooled pasta, vegetables and remain-
ing ingredients in a large mixing bowl. 
Let sit in refrigerator for at least one 
hour. Garnish with parmesan cheese 
and basil.

Baked Spaghetti
Submitted by Joann Marek,
Society No. 22 Wallis

6 slices bacon
1 tsp. minced garlic
1 c. chopped onion
1 c. chopped bell pepper
3 (14.5 oz.) cans diced tomatoes with 	
                            liquid
1 (2.25 oz.) can sliced ripe black ol-	
	              ives, drained

1 or 2 T. dried oregano, 
	  according to taste
1 lb. ground beef, browned and drained
12 oz. thin spaghetti, 
           cooked and drained
2 c. grated cheddar cheese
1 (10 oz.) can cream of mushroom soup
¼ c. water
¼ c. parmesan cheese

  Preheat oven to 350˚. Grease a 9 x 13 
x 2 inch baking dish.
  In a large skillet, cook bacon until 
slightly crisp, then cut into smaller 
pieces. Remove bacon and sauté gar-
lic, onions, and bell pepper in bacon 
drippings until tender. Add tomatoes, 
olives, oregano, bacon, and cooked 
beef. Simmer uncovered for 10 min-
utes.
  Place half the spaghetti in the pre-
pared pan. Top the spaghetti with half 
of the vegetable-beef mixture. Sprin-
kle this layer with one cup of ched-
dar cheese. Repeat the layers. Mix the 
canned soup and water until smooth 
and pour over the casserole. Sprinkle 
the top with parmesan cheese.

3-Day Coconut Cake
Submitted by Angie Hajek,
Society No. 5 Shiner

1 pkg. butter cake mix
1 ¾ c. sugar
16 oz. sour cream
12 oz. flaked coconut
9 oz. frozen whipped topping, thawed

Prepare cake mix according to pack-
age, making two 9-inch layers. While 
cake is cooling, combine sugar, sour 
cream and coconut. Blend well. Re-
serve 1 cup of the sour cream mixture. 
When cake is completely cooled, split 
in half. Spread the remaining mixture 
between the layers making four lay-
ers. Combine the reserved mixture 
with the whipped topping, blending 
until smooth. Spread on top of sides 
and cake.  Seal cake in an air tight con-
tainer and refrigerate 3 days.

Cloudy Days
Wait for an overcast day and start on 
the shady side of the house: Direct sun 
may dry the cleanser before you can 
wipe it off, leaving streaks.

Too Much Fur
Removing pet hair from upholstery 
and drapes is tedious. But all you need 
are rubber gloves to rid your furniture 
of fur - just pull on your traditional 
gloves, dampen them and collect the 
problem fuzz.

Clean your Cleaners
Help your broom help you by getting 
rid of dust bunnies that end up getting 
stuck to bristles. Swish the broom 
head around in warm, soapy water, or 
vacuum it with a handheld attachment 
(then be sure to clean the attachment).



CATHOLIC FAMILY NEWEW MEMBERS

Graeme Marek Krell is a new member of Society 
No. 104 Abbott. He is the son of Gabe and Jana 
Krell.

Merrady D. Murray is a new member of Society No. 
6 Bryan. She is the daughter of Patrick and Caitlin 
Murray of Victoria.

Audrey Mae Ludwig is a new member of Society 
No. 23 Hostyn. She is the daughter of Andrea Lud-
wig.
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Harper G. Holt is a new member of Society No. 10 
Fayetteville. She is the daughter of Padon and Jenna 
Holt. Harper’s grandparents are Thomas and Shan-
non Gerik of Columbus. Her great-grandparents are 
Jim and Rose Rohde. Rose is President of local So-
ciety No. 10 Fayetteville.

Annabelle J. Sandoval is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 126 Palacios. She is the daughter of David 
Sandoval and Leocadia Flores of Brazoria. (Mom 
is pictured here.) Annabelle is the granddaughter of 
Margaret and Fred Peña. They are both members of 
Society No. 126 Palacios.
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Plan Sponsor: 414 CATHOLIC FAMILY FRATERNAL OF TEXAS, KJZT

9

$309.61

$223.77

$85.84

$12.26

29.86%

Prescriptions Filled:

Normal Retail Pricing:

Discount Program Pricing:

Total Dollars Saved By Your Cardholders:

Average Saved Per Discounted Prescription:

Your Group's Discounted Prescription Savings:

Group Savings Report for April, 2017 Year To Date 2017 Aggregate

47

$1,437.97

$1,001.67

$436.30

$14.54

35.23%

$373,138.83Aggregate Total Savings Since Your Program Began (Mar-2003)

Prescriptions Filled:

Normal Retail Pricing:

Discount Program Pricing:

Total Dollars Saved By Your Cardholders:

Average Saved Per Discounted Prescription:

Your Group's Discounted Prescription Savings:

Total Savings For 2016 Aggregate

247

$13,489.92

$8,155.61

$5,334.31

$30.66

42.69%

Request Date: 5/23/2017

Clerical Endowment Fund
   The CEF is a fund consisting of donations from members, societies and others. 
The purpose of the fund is to benefit those studying for the priesthood.
  The State Chaplain offers Masses for both the donors and enrollees of the CEF.   
  A gift of an Annual or Perpetual Enrollment in the Clerical Endowment Fund 
expresses thoughtfulness through its spiritual benefits.
  Mass will be offered each month for the persons enrolled as well as the donor. 
Cost of Annual Enrollment is $1 per individual. Cost of Perpetual Enrollment is 
$25 per individual, $50 per couple or $100 per Society.
  The information needed will include your Society number, your diocese, 
amount of donation, person enrolled and by whom. 
  Thank you for your donations.

Memorial Scholarship Fund
  Sincere thanks to all donors who contribute to the education of our young 
members through the Memorial Scholarship Fund. (This is an ongoing fund.) 
  To donate, simply fill out the form on this page and send it in to the State Of-
fice with your donation. An acknowledgement card will be sent to the name and 
address of the family submitted on the form. 

Adolph Janecka						     Al and Linda Prachyl
Ann Marek						      Al and Linda Prachyl
Ramona Nicholson				     Eugene and Grace Vinklarek
Ramona Nicholson				              Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Cecilia Luedecke				              Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Lawrence Blazek				              Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Charles Hinze, Jr.				              Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Barbara Spacek					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Gary Bullard					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Clint Havran					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Gene Slovak					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Stephan Brown					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Julia Huffman					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
B.J. Gutowsky					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Jack Bolten					               Alan and Arlene Cloyd
Henry Vesely						               Frances Vesely
Jo Anne Zmolik Macalik					    Al and Linda Prachyl
Deceased Members of Society No. 4 Praha	  K.J.Z.T. Society No. 4 Praha
Virginia Markert			    K.J.Z.T. Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Richard Givens			               K.J.Z.T. Society No. 21 Marak Juniors
Vaclav Motal						                 Gussie Kelnar

Thank You
CATHOLIC FAMILY FRATERNAL OF TEXAS-K.J.Z.T.

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
							     
In memory of: 	
Given by: 	
Address: 
	   	
Acknowledgement to be sent to:
Name: 	
Address: 
	   

Any amount accepted:  $

Please complete and mail to:  	 Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas
				    P.O. Box 18896
				    Austin, Texas  78760



THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by the Catholic Family 
Fraternal of Texas with an Annual 
Enrollment in the K.J.Z.T. Clerical 
Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - 
K.J.Z.T. offer their deepest sympathy to 
the bereaved families of our departed 
members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

"In Memoriam"
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 JO MARIE (SMOLIK) PRASEK		  2/26/2017		  90
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 JEANETTE (PETRU) BOEDEKER		  4/8/2017		  60
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 DOROTHY (SMOLIK) JANSKY		  4/2/2017		  83
3	 ST. MARY’S		  EMMA	(ETZLER) BUJNOCH			   3/19/2017		  89
5	 SHINER		  JO ANN (HRNCIRIK) TROBL			   3/1/2017		  64
5	 SHINER		  CLEO BELLE (PAKEBUSCH) TOMSA		 3/23/2017		  88
6	 BRYAN		  MARTHA (JANKOWIAK) MATUS		  2/28/2017		  95
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 PAULINE (ORSAK) MOTL			   2/23/2017		  96
10	 FAYETTEVILLE	 DOROTHY (CHOVANEC) KRENEK		  5/3/2017		  84
11	 WEST			   ROSALIE (PETTER) SULAK			   3/20/2017		  82
11	 WEST			   LORENE (GRONES) HOLY			   3/23/2017		  86
11	 WEST			   JOSEPHINE (OUJESKY) KUBALA		  4/25/2017		  96
11	 WEST			   MARY	 RENZE					    9/17/2016		  91
14	 MOULTON		  IDA (RIEBSCHLAEGER) KORANEK		  2/25/2017		  82
16	 ENNIS			   ANTON LISKA					    4/11/2017		  73
17	 NADA			   EVELYN (CANIK) KORENEK			  1/24/2017		  90
18	 GRANGER		  GEORGIA (RYCHLIK) HORAK		  4/8/2017		  89
21	 MARAK		  ZDENKA (GRAUER) MATULA		  9/3/2015		  90
23	 HOSTYN		  JOYCE	(HINZE) HOFFMANN			   2/20/2017		  75
30	 EAST BERNARD	 JUDY (KUBES) HARTFIELD			   2/12/2017		  77
30	 EAST BERNARD	 SHIRLEY WILLRICH				    2/27/2017		  67
32	 HOUSTON		  ELIZABETH (BARTOSH) BILY		  3/28/2017		  95
32	 HOUSTON		  HENRIETTA (HERMAN) HERMES		  4/2/2017		  81
34	 HOBSON		  MARY (HONS) JARZOMBEK			   2/6/2017		  81
44	 MORAVIA		  GRACE KONVICKA				    12/6/2016		  87
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ANGELINE (PETRU) KAPUSTA		  4/5/2017		  87
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 GENEVA (NETEK) STRMISKA		  3/2/2017		  97
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 JOSEPHINE (KREJCI) REGMUND		  10/18/2016		  99
48	 CAMERON		  MARIE	(ZAROSKY) GREER			   2/24/2017		  75
49	 NEEDVILLE		  HELEN	 (HILSCHER) SMOLIK			  4/8/2017		  74
53	 WIED			   MARGARET DORNAK			   3/20/2017		  62
66	 WEIMAR		  GERALDINE (HILSHER) BROWN		  1/29/2017		  83
72	 EL CAMPO		  EVELYN (KUBOS) SKLENARIK		  2/22/2017		  85
72	 EL CAMPO		  ADELA (JUREK) VINKLAREK		  4/7/2017		  95
76	 RUNGE		  MARY	 (ZEZULA) WEISS			   3/9/2017		  91
77	 ROSENBERG		  GERTRUDE (MATCHESKI) KUYKENDALL	 2/6/2017		  90
77	 ROSENBERG		  AGNES DORNAK				    4/25/2017		  86
86	 SEYMOUR		  ELIZABETH HODGINS			   4/11/2017		  97
99	 BAYTOWN		  BERNICE (ORSAK) KOVALCIK		  2/22/2017		  91
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 ALOISIE (KRUPALA) ZDANSKY		  2/12/2017		  86
125	 HOUSTON		  MARY (BARTOS) DZIERZANOWSKI		  4/5/2017		  86
134	 LUBBOCK		  FRANCES (PSENCIK) SOWDER		  12/31/2016		  83
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844-KJZT.TEX  
www.KJZT.org 

Protect Your Family with     
K.J.Z.T. Life Insurance! 


