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New State Directors
Begin Work with Fraternal

  At the XXXV Regular General 
Convention held in 2017, members 
Betty Vacek and Donna Janda were 
elected as State Directors.
    They began their terms as of Jan-
uary 1, 2018. Since then, they have 
attended their first Board Meeting 
and visited local Societies.
  Betty Vacek was elected to fill the 
position of retiring State Director 
Sofie Perkins who oversaw Dis-
tricts VI, IX and XIV.
  Mrs. Vacek’s passion in life has 
been to make a positive impact in 
children’s lives. She pursued that 
passion in loving and raising her 

four children together with her hus-
band, Stan. That drive was evident in the thirty-four years of teaching music education, and primary education. 
  Betty recently retired from the education field after thirty-four years. Her most recent position was a sixteen year term 
as an elementary music teacher with the Gregory-Portland I.S.D. Betty’s professionalism was exemplified with the 
awards Teacher of the Year for East Cliff Elementary in Portland, Texas and Elementary Teacher of the Year for Aransas 
County ISD. Her B.S. in Education degree was earned at Southwest Texas State University with additional certificates in 
elementary music and kindergarten. She became an official Aggie when she was awarded a Masters of Ed. in Curriculum 
& Instruction from Texas A&M University. 
  Donna Janda was elected to fill the position of retiring State Director Grace Vinklarek who oversaw Districts IV and 
V. Mrs. Janda is a third generation K.J.Z.T. member. She became a member of Society No. 20 Cistern when she was an 
infant. She is currently an active member of Society No. 23 Hostyn as well as Junior Director. 
  Mrs. Janda and her family are a 100% K.J.Z.T. family, as her husband, Wayne, and sons, Joshua, Jacob, and Zachary, 
are all K.J.Z.T. members. Mrs. Janda is an active member in her parish, Queen of the Holy Rosary Church in Hostyn, 
where she serves as a lector. She is currently a Junior High teacher at Schulenburg I.S.D. and volunteers with the Fayette 
County 4-H. She is a former employee of the State Office and served as the Secretary to the State President. In addition 
to those duties, Donna was Assistant Editor of the Catholic Family Fraternal Journal. Mrs. Janda studied at Southwest 
Texas State University in San Marcos graduating with a B.A. in Print Journalism and earned her Teacher Certification 
through the Blinn TEACH Program in Brenham. 

continued on page 6...

Pictured at left is Betty Vacek. Pictured at right is Donna Janda.
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Mary Kocurek-Poché joined the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – 
K.J.Z.T. in the newly formed position of Event Coordinator.  Her Czech 
roots run deep in Central Texas and she states “I am happy to be able 
to utilize my many years of marketing, management and event experi-
ence in both for profit and not for profit business as well as call on my 
heritage and faith to further this organizations mission and goals.  It 
is the best of all worlds for me.”  Her previous positions were as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Salado Chamber/Tourism Bureau; the Executive 
Director of the Decatur Economic Development Corporation; Assistant 
Director/Marketing Director of the Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corporation and Director of Marketing for the Temple Economic 

Development Corporation. In these roles she was instrumental in jump starting new strategic plans 
for the cities emphasizing new direction and growth.  Strategic marketing and event plans were a key 
part of the direction and growth and as example was successful in recruiting a desired brand hotel to 
Decatur which allowed the city civic center to rebrand as a conference center thus enabling multi-day 
event bookings and meetings. She has also managed many award-winning marketing campaigns that 
included integrated marketing and public relations strategies.  One in particular resulted in Pflugerville 
being named by Money Magazine in their Top 100 fastest growing mid-size cities. Other specific event 
coordination activities include the successful development and execution of dental office design confer-
ences in strategic U.S. cities, citywide Christmas events, symphony and theater galas and wine festivals. 

Fraternal Hires Event Coordinator

  Please join me in welcoming the new Members of the Board of Directors, State Directors Donna Janda 
and Betty Vacek.  We also welcome to our Staff, Mrs. Mary Poche’, Fraternal Events Coordinator.  The 
Fraternal Events Coordinator is a new position to the State Office Staff. We are excited to have each of 
these ladies join us in the leadership of Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-K.J.Z.T.
  We must also thank our retiring State Directors, Mrs. Sofie Perkins and Mrs. Grace Vinklarek.  We truly 
appreciate the many hours of dedication both you and your families have given to support the Member-
ship of the Fraternal.  We wish you both a long and happy retirement.
  Through the Fraternal Program, many wonderful projects were completed and so many lives and 
communities were touched in 2017, by the caring Members of this Fraternal. Thank you to the Society 
Officers and Members for the hours of planning and participating in each activity.  We have received so 
many heartfelt thank you letters from Members who have received spiritual and monetary support from 
the Members of the Fraternal.  The devastation that so many fellow Texans have experienced is unfath-
omable to most of us. Thank you to all of you who have reached out a helping hand to someone in need.
  Our District Meetings will begin in March so please check the District meeting schedule and make 
plans to attend and spend time with fellow fraternalists.  We look forward to seeing you there!
  We wish all of you a happy, healthy and successful 2018.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

March 17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

March 19
St. Joseph’s Day, the principal feast day of St. 
Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
He is the Patron Saint of Fathers, Families, the 
Universal Church, those who desire a holy death 
and workers.

March 21
Newspaper Deadline for March/April issue.

March 30 - April 2
State Office closed. Happy Easter!

(USPS 585-060)

By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

A Time to 
Look Within

After the rather hectic pace of the Christmas season, and the tailspin we sometimes encounter as we “ring 
in” the new year, the approaching season of Lent offers us a spiritual respite.  The six weeks of this spiritual 
journey enables us to take needed time for reflection, offers us an opportunity to seek God’s forgiveness and 
provides a means by which we can begin to live new life in Christ.  

Looking within is not without its share of fear.  Often times our attitude can be one of simply choosing to 
“leave well enough alone.”  Therefore, we go about our lives without any type of openness to change and 
the possibility of allowing the healing love of Christ to enter into our hearts and in our relationships.  Yet, 
self-reflection opens us up to so many possibilities for God’s grace to prevail.  To shy away from embracing 
our personal weaknesses is to leave behind powerful opportunities for God to work in our lives.

I have come to realize that what makes me strongest is found not merely in my strengths, but in the manner 
in which I handle personal weaknesses, disappointments, failed dreams and my own sinfulness.  It is in the 
health crisis we experience; in the challenge from a friend; in a family problem; when a marital relationship 
becomes broken; in the ache of our soul; when our spiritual life becomes dry; in seemingly unanswered 
prayers; in the job or promotion we do not receive but believe we deserved or when someone close to us 
dies—in such moments God’s grace takes an unexpected form and we are nudged a little closer to the heart 
of Jesus.  In our weaknesses and heart-wrenching experiences, we are summoned to further growth as fol-
lowers of Christ.  In such experiences of our lives, when we choose not to deny them or run from them, 
God is glorified.  

Many times though I have not responded well to such revealed weaknesses.  I have attempted to deny them, 
ignore and even run as far away as possible from them, only to be forced to return to them and finally con-
front the inevitable.  I believe Wayne Muller, in his book, Legacy of the Heart: The Spiritual Advantages 
of a Painful Childhood, summarizes it well when he writes:  “When we come close to the things which 
break us down, we also touch the things which break us open and, in that breaking open, we uncover our 
true nature.”  Yes, our true nature, the very definition of who we are and the person we reveal to others, is 
made manifest in our weaknesses and the manner in which we surrender to them.  In Intense Moments with 
the Savior:  Learning to Love, Ken Gire phrases it much better than I can when he writes, “I’ve learned my 
strength is not found in how intensely I struggle…but in how completely I surrender.”  

May God’s blessings be with you, as this year of 2018 unfolds, and may the approaching six week Lenten 
journey, which offers us this blessed opportunity to look within, bring you closer to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.  

In Christ,
Father Gary Janak
State Chaplain

The Universal Catholic Family Fraternal 
of Texas – K.J.Z.T. Prayer Day will be 
once a month on the first Sunday of each 
month. 
  Please offer a prayer for all Catholic 
Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. 
members and each other’s intentions.

May 5, 2018
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State Directors’ Annual Report – 2017
Greetings!
  What a busy year 2017 has been! lt was the year of our 35th K.J.Z.T.  Regular 
General Convention when we were able to see and visit with many of our fellow 
members from all districts. How wonderful was that! Though it was extra busy 
with all the planning and meetings that had to be held before the convention, it 
was a rewarding and beneficial year, we feel, for all of us. We, Directors, sin-
cerely thank all of you, members, who found the time to attend the convention 
and to help our organization stay as viable as it is. Your input  is always welcome 
and taken to heart.
  Not only were we, Directors, busy with the convention, we were, also, in-
volved all year attending Board and Special Meetings in Austin,  local society  
meetings in all of our districts, District Meetings, Officers’/Delegates’ Meet-
ings, and various K.J.Z.T. sponsored events such as, Junior Camp and Junior 
Awards’ Day. Because of Hurricane Harvey in August, 2017, we, Directors, also 
visited  with members who were victims of the storm to present them with some 
monetary aid collected from societies and the State Office along  with encour-
agement and prayers to repair, rebuild and to continue on.
  In addition, some Directors attended the Fraternal Alliance ofTexas Conven-
tion held in La Grange to gain knowledge and new ideas about the workings of 
other fraternals as well as to learn about the new directives facing us from State 
and Federal Legislatures. These conventions are always helpful and reward-
ing and help us to stay abreast of changes that fraternals may experience in the 
coming years. Because of Hurricane Harvey, no Director attended the American 
Fraternal Alliance Convention held in Phoenix, Arizona, a national organiza-
tion.	
  Each year, we, Directors, present scholarships to our receiving youth, sell life
insurance policies, IRA’S and annuities, help to recruit new members and insur-
ance agents, serve as local officers in our home societies, participate in local 
society’s projects, maintain our insurance license through  continuing education 
insurance classes, serve in various capacities in our parishes, dioceses, and com-
munities, and serve as past officers or participants in such Czech organizations 
as TOCA (Texans of Czech  Ancestry), Czech Heritage Societies, CEFT (Czech 
Educational Foundation of Texas, and the Texas District National Alliance of 
Czech Catholics.
  At the end of 2017, two of our State Directors, Grace Vinklarek and Sofie Per-
kins, retired  from  their Directorships. We, sincerely, thank them for their many  
years of service to K.J.Z.T. We appreciate all that they did for our organization. 
On the other hand, we welcomed our two new State Directors, Donna  Janda and 
Betty  Vacek who began their positions on January 1, 2018. They were elected in 
July, 2017, at the Regular General State Convention. They will be in charge of 
Districts IV and V and Districts VI, IX, and the Valley respectively.
  In conclusion, let’s all work and pray together in 2018 to achieve all the goals  
we have set for our organization. We know we can achieve them with God’s 
help and with our Blessed Mother’s guidance. May God’s Blessing be upon us 
all!

Submitted by Sofie Perkins, retired State Director/Lead Director
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State Officers’ Annual Report – 2017
 
  During 2017, the State Officers strived to maintain the day to day operations of 
the business of the Fraternal.  There are many facets to accomplishing that task.  
These include the insurance services, financial accounting, fraternal programs, 
sales and marketing programs, scholarship programs and customer service.  We 
strive to provide our Members with great service at all times. We are happy to 
assist Members with the maintenance of existing insurance and annuity certifi-
cates as well as new insurance or annuity needs.
  We attended the Annual and Quarterly Board Meetings, Special Board Meet-
ings, District Meetings, Junior Division Awards Day and Junior Division Camp.  
We also represent the Fraternal by attending Texans of Czech Ancestry (TOCA) 
and the Fraternal Alliance of Texas (FAOT) functions and meetings. In addition, 
we participate in many seminars and continuing education classes to maintain 
the knowledge that allows us to be well informed of the ongoing changes in 
regulations and guidelines we must follow.
  2017 was our Fraternal’s quadrennial convention year.  The State Officers, 
State Directors and Office Staff hosted the XXXVth Regular General Conven-
tion for the Fraternal.  We worked diligently to plan and carry out an informative 
and enjoyable program for the Societies’ Delegates. The Convention was held at 
the Omni Southpark Hotel in Austin, Texas in July.

Pope Francis’ 
Prayer Intentions

March 2018
Formation in Spiritual Discernment. That the Church may appreci-
ate the urgency of formation in spiritual discernment, both on
the personal and communitarian levels.

April 2018
For Those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters. That econ-
omists may have the courage to reject any economy of exclusion and 
know how to open new paths.



Page 5Catholic Family Fraternal JournalJanuary/February 2018

Retired State President Visits State Office
  On Thursday, February 1, 2018, retired K.J.Z.T. State President Geraldine 
Nekuza paid a visit to the K.J.Z.T. State Office in Austin. Mrs. Nekuza took 
a tour around the building and met with new State Office Staff. She also had 
the opportunity to reminisce with the State Officers she knew from her time as 
President. Everyone enjoyed seeing and meeting her.

Pictured is retired K.J.Z.T. State President Geraldine Nekuza.

Other News

La Grange Agent 
Earns Top Producer Award

  Joy Kovar from La Grange is the 2017 K.J.Z.T. Top Producer in annualized 
commissions. Joy has been a K.J.Z.T. agent for many years. This is her first time 
as Top Producer.  
         She finished the year strong with just over 

$10,000 in annualized commissions. She 
was awarded a $3,000 bonus for her ef-
forts.

Congratulations go out to Joy as well as 
best wishes for a productive 2018!

Pictured is K.J.Z.T. Sales Agent Joy Kovar.

State Director Presents CEF Donation
  State Director Joyce Kurtz presented Bishop Brendan Cahill, Victoria Diocese, 
a check from the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T Clerical Endow-
ment Fund on January 29, 2018.
  The K.J.Z.T. Clerical Endowment Fund is apportioned according to contribu-
tions from local Societies and members in their respective Diocese and donated 
to the Diocese to be used for Seminarian Education.

Pictured (L to R) are K.J.Z.T. State Chaplain, Father Gary Janak, State Director Joyce Kurtz, and 
Bishop Brendan Cahill of the Victoria Diocese.

Junior Members Inducted Into POWER SET
  On January 25, 2018, three Freeport Junior Members were inducted into the 
POWER SET Program at Columbia High School. POWER SET stands for Pow-
erful Opportunities for Women Eager and Ready for Science, Engineering, and 
Technology. The guest speaker for the evening was Ms. Elizabeth Castanon 
from the Palacios Society, who was also a former member of the K.J.Z.T. Ju-
niors. 

Pictured (L to R) are Sophie Galvan, Taylar Laughlin, Ms. Elizabeth Castanon and Kaley Kaspar. 
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  It is with mixed emotions that I must move on into the next chapter of my life – retirement from the position as State Direc-
tor for Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T.. Though there may be some sadness in doing so, there will always be 
fond memories of all the wonderful people, mostly members, I have had a chance to meet and with whom I had the privilege 
to work. These great memories certainly will sustain me in the future.
	   My association with CFFT – K.J.Z.T. began, very early in life, when my mother purchased an insurance policy for 
me. Growing up, CFFT – K.J.Z.T. was always a wonderful household name to me and had great meaning for me. I fondly 
remember all the great times we, children, had in participating in K.J.Z.T. activities such as, Czech plays, songs, and poems 
as well as parades and Holy Masses, wearing our K.J.Z.T. blue capes and beanies. As I look back, these were great times, 
ones to be cherished always.
	   As for my family, my mother, grandmother, all four of my sisters, and two of my sisters-in-law were and some are still 
members of K.J.Z.T. in Corpus Christi and in the Valley. (My mother, grandmother, and oldest sister have gone to their re-
ward.) Presently, my husband and son are members of K.J.Z.T. Society 46 in Corpus Christi.
  Throughout the years, as a member of Society 46 Corpus Christi, I have held various positions. I have been a President 
and Directress of the Juniors, Financial Secretary of the adult group, and President of Society 46 for many years along with 
being State Director of Districts VI, IX, and the Valley. Presently, I am still President of Society 46. You can readily deduce 
that K.J.Z.T. has been a vital part of my life. 

  In retiring from my position as a State Director, I would be remiss if I did not voice my gratitude and thanks to the societies with whom I had the privilege to 
work. These officers and members have been some of the greatest, hard-working people I have ever met. They all made my job as a Director easy, pleasant, and 
rewarding. They have been some of the most dedicated K.J.Z.T. people one can ever meet.
  Also, I want to thank all the State Officers, State Directors, State Staff, Msgr. Hybner and all the auxiliary persons of K.J.Z.T. I have had the privilege of knowing 
and working with at the Home Office. These years, too, have been pleasurable and rewarding, though sometimes challenging. However, I learned a lot from all of 
them and am thankful for the experience.
  Then, too, I must not forget my own Society 46 – its officers and members. They, too, have been great to work with. They always come through whenever our 
society does fraternal projects or when we have local meetings. They have been the best! Though I will continue to work in my society and be a K.J.Z.T. insurance 
agent in my area, my work and dedication to K.J.Z.T. is not over.
  Last of all, I want to thank my husband and family for the love and support they have given me all these years. Without them my work with K.J.Z.T. would not 
have been possible. I am grateful to them.
  As for my successor as State Director of Districts VI, IX, and the Valley, I wish her the best. I hope to be there for her if necessary and desired.
  In conclusion, thanks again to all of you. Your love, kindness, work, and support have been greatly appreciated. These will always be foremost in my mind in years 
to come. I know that the Blessed Mother and Jesus will continue to bless all of us at K.J.Z.T. and will help us always to stay on the right path. God Bless You All!
	 Sincerely, Sofie Perkins

State Director Retires

Thank you both for your hard work 

and dedication to our Fraternal!
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  I would like to announce my retirement as State Director for Districts IV and V of Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – 
K.J.Z.T. This will take effect at the end of my term in December 2017. This will actually be my second retirement from 
K.J.Z.T. In April 2008, I retired from the position of State Secretary which I served for 12 years. I was retired about a year 
when I decided to apply for State Director. I will now be completing my second four-year term as State Director.
  I began my employment with K.J.Z.T. in October 1991 as an Assistant to the State Secretary and  State Financial Secretary. 
I was appointed State Secretary in March 1996. I have fond memories of all the wonderful ladies I have met during the many 
meetings and celebrations I attended as a State Officer and now as a State Director. There are many very dedicated and loyal 
members who have kept this organization strong for 122 years.
  I could not have worked for K.J.Z.T. for this many years without the loving support of my family, especially my husband 
of 53 years, Eugene. The commute from Cistern to Austin every day was not easy, especially in the winter. Our seven chil-
dren have also been very supportive. They are all members of K.J.Z.T.; the six girls having been enrolled as babies. Our 10 
grandchildren are now members, too.
  My membership with K.J.Z.T. did not begin as a child. I was 18 years old and had my first full-time job as a  secretary with 
the Texas Highway Department. My sister and I joined Society No. 93 in Austin at the same time. Our Mother was a member 
in Austin having transferred from Dime Box. I then transferred to Society No. 20 in 1963 when I got married and moved to 
Cistern.

  After I retire I plan to continue as a local officer here in Cistern. I have been the secretary since 1982. I also plan to continue to sell life insurance and annuities 
and do everything I can to help our beloved Fraternal grow. But I am looking forward to having more leisure time to spend with my family, especially the grand-
children.
  I look back with gratitude to all the State Officers, State Directors and State Chaplains, both past and present, who have helped me along the way. I will always 
remember your kindness and support. The office staff, too, has been very helpful making my job a little easier. I also want to thank the dedicated local officers 
and members who work all year long promoting K.J.Z.T. Your many projects within the Fraternal Program are very much appreciated by your parishes and com-
munities.
  I have enjoyed my 25-year journey with K.J.Z.T. and I thank Jesus and his Blessed Mother for keeping me safe and I ask God to bless all of you.
Sincerely,
Grace Vinklarek

State Director Retires

  At the Annual Board Meeting held in January, retired State Director 
Grace Vinklarek was able to be present and a celebration luncheon 
was held in her honor. Retired State Director Sofie Perkins will have 
hers at a later time.
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2018 Directory of State Officers, Directors & Staff

2018 Directory of Local Society Contacts

Legal Adviser:.............................................................................Jennifer Machacek   	
	 P.O. Box 1216, Shiner, TX 77984 (361) 594-8086
Medical Adviser:...........................................................................Dr. Ralph Wagner	
	 P.O. Box 965, Shiner, TX 77984
Investment Adviser:..................................................Michael Janak (512) 381-6902
Director:........................................................................................Emma Jean Ribar 	
	 943 Honeysuckle Dr., Killeen, TX 76549 (254) 697-5173
Director:...............................................................................................Arlene Cloyd 	
	 7181 Kiesewetter Rd., Bellville, TX 77418  (979) 865-9006
Director:...........................................................................................Deborah Kaspar 	
	 P.O. Box 1677, Brazoria, TX 77422  (979) 482-0239
Director:..................................................................................................Joyce Kurtz
	 769 Private Road 3077, Hallettsville, TX 77964  (361) 798-9269
Director:...................................................................................................Sally Long	
	 1105 S. Mulberry St., Ennis, TX 75119  (972) 875-9503
Director:................................................................................................Donna Janda	
	 2916 O’Quinn Branch Rd., La Grange, TX 78945  (979) 247-4511
Director:..................................................................................................Betty Vacek	
	 5532 FM 893, Taft, TX 78390  (361) 222-1025

State Chaplain:....................................................................Very Rev. Gary W. Janak
President/CEO:......................................................................................Loretta Stahl
VP/Insurance Services:..................................................................Pamela Strickland
VP/Financial Controller:.....................................................................Carrie Janecek
Sales and Marketing Manager:..................................................................Jim Wiest
HR/Underwriter:................................................................................Barbara Taylor
Assistant to the VP/Insurance Services:.....................................Catherine Sylvester
Assistant to the VP/Financial Controller:.........................................Rebecca Garcia
Assistant to the President/Editorial Assistant:...................................Liz Hernandez
Assistant to the Sales and Marketing Manager:....................................Marie SanMiguel
State Coordinator of Junior Activities:....................................................Anne Wick 
	 2332 Sedan Rd., Weimar, TX  78962 (979) 263-5317

Contact us at:
P.O. Box 18896
Austin, Texas  78760-8896
www.kjzt.org email: info@kjzt.org
(512) 444-9586        1-888-253-2338

Society No. 1 Yoakum:.......................Virginia Ferrell, 
	 995 CR 405, Yoakum, TX 77995  
	 (361) 293-5672
Society No. 2 Hallettsville:................Renee D. Hardt, 	
	 5069 CR 142, Hallettsville, TX 77964  
	 (361) 798-3886
Society No. 3 St. Mary's:......................Jennifer Janik, 
	 960 CR 432, Yoakum, TX 77995
	 (361) 772-5048
Society No. 4 Praha:.............................. Nancy Jasek, 	
	 P.O. Box 1046, Flatonia, TX 78941  
	 (361) 865-2623
Society No. 5 Shiner:.................................Pat Brown,	
	 1220 Hilltop Rd., Shiner, TX 77984
	 (361) 594-8428
Society No. 6 Bryan:...........Elizabeth (Liz) Zemanek, 
	 1909 West 28th St., Bryan, TX 77803  
	 (979) 822-6393 
Society No. 7 Dubina:...............Willie Mae Kristynik, 
	 3424 Dubina Weimar Rd., Weimar TX 78962  	
	 (979) 263-5657
Society No. 10 Fayetteville:............Mary Jane Toddy, 
	 3041 E. St. Hwy 159, Fayetteville, TX 78940 	
	 (979) 249-6231
Society No. 11 West:.............................Theresa Plsek, 
	 112 Spring Lake Dr., Waco, TX 76705 
	 (254) 867-1973
Society No. 12 Sweet Home:.......Mary Ann Matusek, 
	 2924 CR 425, Yoakum, Texas 77995  
	 (361) 293-5305

Society No. 14 Moulton:.................Mary Ann Rother, 	
	 5339 State Hwy 95 S, Shiner, TX 77984  		
	 (361) 596-7383
Society No. 15 Corn Hill:...................Barbara Danek, 	
	 1820 CR 311, Jarrell, TX 76537  
	 (512) 746-2016
Society No. 16 Ennis:.......................Lorane Marusak, 
	 7674 FM 660, Ennis, TX 75119
	 (214) 906-2742 
Society No. 17 Nada:....................Catherine Leopold, 	
	 P.O. Box 9, Nada, TX 77460  
	 (979) 758-3610
Society No. 18 Granger:....................Henrietta Hajda, 	
	 P.O. Box 546, Granger, TX 76530 
	 (512) 859-2993
Society No. 19 Taylor:.................................Pat Shirk, 	
	 P.O. Box 297, Taylor, TX 76574  
	 (512) 352-5965
Society No. 20 Cistern:.....................Grace Vinklarek, 	
	 16052 N. State Hwy 95, Flatonia, TX 78941  	
	 (830) 839-4400
Society No. 21 Marak:...........................Patsy Gaines, 	
	 511 CR 221, Cameron, TX 76520  
	 (254) 697-2613
Society No. 22 Wallis:......................Judith Michulka, 	
	 651 CR 289, East Bernard, TX 77435  
	 (979) 335-4081
Society No. 23 Hostyn:.................Verlene Kuntschik, 	
	 334 E. Radhost School, La Grange, TX 78945  	
	 (979) 247-4615

Society No. 24 Ammannsville:..............Sharon Kana, 	
	 5931 FM 3233, La Grange, TX 78945  		
	 (979) 247-4583
Society No. 27 Caldwell:.....................Frances Kacer, 
	 5621 St. Hwy 36 N, Caldwell, TX 77836  		
	 (979) 567-4215
Society No. 28 Frenstat:................Margaret Polansky, 
	 7525 CR 128, Caldwell, TX 77836  
	 (979) 535-8127
Society No. 29 Frydek:.......................Sharlene Havel, 	
	 P.O. Box 1449, Sealy, TX 77474  
	 (281) 536-4712
Society No. 30 East Bernard:...................Julia Kubes, 	
	 110 Lake Road, East Bernard, TX 77435  		
	 (979) 335-4087
Society No. 31 La Grange:...........Marilyn Kothmann, 	
	 1025 E. Hwy 159, La Grange, TX 78945  
	 (979) 968-3048
Society No. 32 Houston:........................Beverly Foyt, 	
	 1614 Huge Oaks, Houston, TX 77055 
	 (713) 465-6927
Society No. 34 Hobson:............................Kay Vajdos, 
	 3805 Arroyo Seco, Schertz, TX 78154  
	 (210) 659-7011
Society No. 35 Penelope:...................Monica Sinkule, 
	 P.O. Box 114, Penelope, TX 76676  
	 (254) 533-5582
Society No. 37 Hochheim:.............RoseMary Havlik, 	
	 1186 Emil Blank Rd., Yoakum, TX 77995  	
	 (361) 293-2908
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Society No. 40 Poth:............................Frances Hosek, 	
	 P.O. Box 245, Poth, TX 78147  
	 (830) 484-2845
Society No. 41 Ellinger:..........................Mary Vrazel, 
	 203 E. Fayette, Ellinger, TX 78938  
	 (979) 966-8962
Society No. 42 Sealy:.........................Bernice Harlan,
	 722 S. Bell, Bellville, TX 77418
	 (979) 865-9885
Society No. 43 Ganado:...........Cecilia French (Pres.), 
	 P.O. Box 164, Ganado, TX 77962  
	 (361) 771-3463
Society No. 44 Moravia:....................Dorothy Henke, 
	 185 CR 239, Hallettsville, TX	
	 (361) 798-5451
Society No. 45 Tours:...............................Hattie Filer,	
	 1120 Rice Creek Rd., West, TX 76691
	 (254) 822-1212
Society No. 46 Corpus Christi:..........Thelma Munoz, 
	 2901 Persimmon, Corpus Christi, TX 78415 		
	 (361) 739-7424
Society No. 47 Industry:..................Bernadette Jones, 	
	 8510 Calverton Pines Ln., Houston, TX 77095 
         	 (281) 468-2551
Society No. 48 Cameron:...................Ann M. Krenek, 	
	 1679 CR 250, Cameron, TX 76520  
	 (254) 697-2332
Society No. 49 Needville:.......................Olga Anders, 	
	 14926 Hwy 36, Needville, TX 77461  
	 (979) 793-6804
Society No. 53 Wied:...........................Monica Peters, 	
	 312 W. Church, Shiner, TX 77984  
	 (361) 594-2054
Society No. 65 Holman:........................Ann Dobecka, 	
	 1000 Grace Place Ln., Weimar, TX 78962  	
	 (979) 263-4112
Society No. 66 Weimar:......................Sylvia Addicks, 
	 1875 CR 201, Weimar, TX 78962  
	 (979) 263-5268
Society No. 69 Smithville:.....................Shirley Ryza, 	
	 1172 Pvt. Rd. 3082, Lexington, TX 78947  	
	 (512) 273-1125
Society No. 70 Karnes City:..........Vivian Urbanczyk, 	
	 4095 Highway 80, Karnes City, TX 78118  	
	 (830) 780-2758
Society No. 72 El Campo:..............Rose Marie Janak, 	
	 1310 Donna Dr., El Campo, TX 77437 
	 (979) 578-0185
Society No. 75 Jourdanton:..Susan Beatrice Netardus, 
	 P.O. Box 45, Jourdanton, TX 78026 		
	 (830) 200-6911
Society No. 76 Runge:.......................Sherrie Witcher, 
	 1704 Live Oak Lane, El Campo, 77437  
	 (979) 257-8660

Society No. 77 Rosenberg:....Bernice Freudensprung, 	
	 3019 Sage Grouse Ct., Rosenberg, TX 77471  	
	 (281) 232-4502
Society No. 83 Flatonia:.................Jeanette Zouzalik, 	
	 P.O. Box 328, Flatonia, TX 78941  
	 (361) 865-3890
Society No. 85 Damon:..........................Carol Buchta, 	
	 14614 Shenley, Guy, TX 77444  
	 (979) 793-6179
Society No. 86 Seymour:......................................TBA
Society No. 88 Vernon:.............................Esther Kajs, 	
	 923 King Ave., Karnes City, TX 78118 
	 (830) 299-1747
Society No. 89 Sinton:..........................Monica Janda, 
	 14809 CR 984, Sinton, TX 78387  
	 (361) 537-1723
Society No. 93 Austin:........................Margie Horton, 
	 8700 Wildridge Dr., Austin, TX 78759
	 (512) 659-5146
Society No. 99 Baytown:..................Helen Bernardin, 	
	 P.O. Box 285, Mont Belvieu, TX 77580 
	 (281) 385-0686
Society No. 100	 Bay City:..............Karen M. Owens, 	
	 3607 CR 211, Bay City, TX 77414  
Society No. 101	 Victoria:.......................Irene Brosch, 
	 803 E. Polk, Victoria, TX 77901  
	 (361) 573-2669
Society No. 104	 Abbott:.Kathleen Pustejovsky (Trs.), 
	 462 FM 1242, Abbott, TX 76621  
        	 (254) 582-3024
Society No. 108	 Dallas:...................Sandra Adamcik, 
	 213 N. Jobson Rd., Sunnyvale, TX 75182 		
	 (972) 203-9128
Society No. 111	 Edna:.................Doris Andel (Pres.), 
	 642 CR 107, Edna, TX 77957  
	 (361) 782-5359
Society No. 114	 Houston:.............Mary Kay Dittrich,
	 10221 Centrepark Dr., #315, Houston, TX
	 (281) 216-1722
Society No. 115	 Freeport:...Katherine Wishert (Pres.) 	
	 P.O. Box 621, Brazoria, TX, 77422
	 (979) 798-7831
Society No. 118	 Taft:..............................Betty Vacek, 
	 5532 FM 893, Taft, TX 78390  
	 (361) 222-1025
Society No. 121	 Wichita Falls:...........Evelyn Brown,
	 4104 Berwick, Wichita Falls, TX 76309
	 (940) 692-0643
Society No. 124	 Texas City:....Hattie Houdek (Pres.),
	 2101 6th Ave N #5, Texas City, TX 77590  		
	 (409) 945-9327

  Our local Society officers are very dedicated 
individuals. They work hard all year long to 
improve their communities and help their 
parishes. 
  If this sounds like something you would like 
to help with, please contact any of the names 
listed here or the State Office to find meeting 
times of the Society in your area. 
  Some of our officers have been in their posi-
tions for more than 10 years. 
  Please make plans to attend a Society meet-
ing and see how you can help out. 
  Many generations of families have worked 
very hard to get the Societies where they are 
today. 
  We need more members to be involved to 
keep the tradition of the local Societies alive!

Please see p. 13
for State Directors District Assignments.

Society No. 125	 Houston:.......................Marie Stryk, 
	 3208 Patricia Ln, Pearland, TX 77581 		
	 (281) 485-4095
Society No. 126	 Palacios:.................Freda Schneider, 
	 4545 FM 1095, Palacios, TX 77465
Soc. No. 130 Georgetown:..Mary K. Marusak (Pres.),
	 138 Camp Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628
	 (512)868-6592
Society No. 144	 Belton:...............Ersia Marie Harley,	
	 2013 S. Wall St., Belton, TX 76513 
	 (254) 933-0608	
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2018 50-Year Pin Recipients
DISTRICT I
SOCIETY NO. 1 YOAKUM
KELLE K CLARK
DOROTHY A MOTAL
ANN MARIE BLUDAU
GEORGIA L MOTAL
SOCIETY NO. 2 HALLETTSVILLE
ROXANNE J DEEM
AGNES HUSER
ELROSE M MIGL
SANDRA CLARE HEWETT
SANDRA CAMPBELL
CHERYL ANN JANSKY
JOAN M POLACH
ERMELINDA JANAK
LILY K MUESSE
SOCIETY NO. 3 ST. MARY’S
VALARIE D KANAK
SOCIETY NO. 5 SHINER
AGNES PETRASH
DORIS J PATEK
PATRICIA D KAPAVIK
LAVERNE A DENTLER
CHERYL LYNN MIEARS
DELORES ABRAMEIT
PAMELA KOCIAN O’CONNOR
SYLVIA VALERIO
DORIS ETZLER
DOLORES A JANAK
DEBORAH (HYBNER) MORROW
BRENDA A (RAINOSEK) MARTIN
SOCIETY NO. 12 SWEET HOME
VIRGINIA APPELT
LEE ANN HARALABIDIS
ANITA BROSCH
ELSIE KUPKA
SOCIETY NO. 14 MOULTON
LORETTA J MARQUART
EUGENIA A PUSTEJOVSKY
SOCIETY NO. 53 WIED
PAMELA JO KRENEK
STEPHANIE MEYER
DOROTHY J MLADENKA
CHERYL L SCHACHERL
KAREN M PATEK
MAGDALEN A REHM
MARY JANE REHM
EVON T JANAK

ROSALIE PHILLIPS
JANICE KLEKAR

DISTRICT  II
SOCIETY NO. 4 PRAHA
ARLENE M GREER
SOCIETY NO. 7 DUBINA
JENNIFER A (BERGER) SINGLETARY
RONNIE JANECKA
SOCIETY NO. 24 AMMANNSVILLE
MARY ANN (FOJT) LEE
NANETTE M (THUMANN) BOYD
JANIS GREENSHIELD TROUTT
SOCIETY NO. 66 WEIMAR
JO ANN CHAMRAD CHAVOYA
JACQUELINE (KLESEL) SHAW
SANDRA RHODES
BEVERLY HOLMES
RITA (HUFFMEYER) JACKSON
SALLY M HOOT
PHYLLIS M WAVRA
SOCIETY NO. 83 FLATONIA
DEBORAH STEINOCHER

DISTRICT III
SOCIETY NO. 10 FAYETTEVILLE
DIANE M SCHUBERT
LISA G MEINARDUS
SOCIETY NO. 33 HILLJE
LINDA K SUPAK
BRENDA K STAVINOHA
SHERYL L THONSGAARD
CLARISSA A BALCAR
MARCIE D SULAK
SOCIETY NO. 41 ELLINGER
ANGIE BECKA
NATALIE J RODENBECK
SOCIETY NO. 47 INDUSTRY
LISA C BROWN
MARJORIE DRAEHN 
DOROTHY J WEHMEYER

DISTRICT IV
SOCIETY NO. 34 HOBSON
EDNA OTTO
MARY KOWALIK
NATALIE KOWALIK RAABE
ELIZABETH SNOGA

CHERYL STAVINOHA
SOCIETY NO. 38 SAN ANTONIO
MARILYN R CARROLL
JOYCE M HONS
SUSAN A ANZ
SOCIETY NO. 40 POTH
ANGELENE R HOSEK (NORDINE)
LORIE SVOBODA
FRANCES E COPLEY
ROSALINDA P KORZEKWA
DIANNE L DZIUK
AGNES J MOY
SOCIETY NO. 70 KARNES CITY
SHIRLEY ANN TALLEY
AGNES PRUSKE
SOCIETY NO. 75 JOURDANTON
CYNTHIA D RAKOWITZ
CHERYL JAKSIK BURCHFIELD
SANDRA K LEUSCHNER
ELIZABETH A FOSTER
PATRICIA J HAVEL

DISTRICT V
SOCIETY NO. 20 CISTERN
SANDRA R CHERRY
STEPHANIE DANNER
FELICIA A WAGNER
SOCIETY NO. 23 HOSTYN
SARAH J (MURAS) OERTLI
SOCIETY NO. 25 PLUM
THERESA A PRIHODA
ANN M SRUBAR
GLADYS M KALLUS
THERESA M (OLENICK) CHOVANEC
GRACE L PULKRABEK
SOCIETY NO. 31 LA GRANGE
BERNICE GOLD
JOYCE ROHAN
JACQUELINE M MUZNY
JANICE E JANCA
JILL E STUEBER
DIANNE E CARNLEY
CAROL A SMOLIK
JENNIFER S (STUEBER) SANDERS
SOCIETY NO. 65 HOLMAN
SUZANNE NIEMEYER
CHRISTINA C NIEMEYER

SOCIETY NO. 69 SMITHVILLE
LISA M STEINMANN

DISTRICT VI
SOCIETY NO. 46 CORPUS CHRISTI
LISA M DICKSON
DORIS C DAVIS
KELLY M (WATKINS) ATTWOOD
CATHERINE M NORRELL
LANA L KNESEK CHAMPION
MAURINE (PESEK) TANNER
PEGGY J FRITZ
JENNIFER (SHIRLEY) WHITLEY
SHARON (PRINZ) LUKER
SUSAN KUBALA
ANN M MOKRY
DOROTHY A NEARGARDNER
PAMELA J URBANOVSKY
DAWNA L KNOBLAUCH
KATHRYN EICHMAN
MARY E JIMENEZ
MARGARET BEREIT
MICHELLE A JURANEK
LISA A WEBB
NATALIE (MALIK) FUQUA
ELIZABETH J JESKO
SOCIETY NO. 89 SINTON
KAREN WINFIELD
AUDREY DIERINGER HAGEMANN

DISTRICT VII
SOCIETY NO. 86 SEYMOUR
SUSAN D WEBER
KRISTIN CAMPBELL
JUDY HOLDEN
KATHLEEN A WILSON
SOCIETY NO. 88 VERNON
DANA TOMSU
TERESA M TOMSU
MELISSA D IRONS
SOCIETY NO. 121 WICHITA FALLS
ELIZABETH J PHIPPS
SOCIETY NO. 134 LUBBOCK
ANNA H HEICHELHEIM
MARY FRANCES SOWDER
CAMILLE T MCNAMARA
ANGELA J MCGUIRE
JACQUELINE M COX
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ELIZABETH ANN LEWIS
BRENDA K PATTERSON
DOROTHEA MARIE SMOTHERS
JEANETTE M SIMEK
GLENDA S TERRAL
LAURA G GREENER

DISTRICT VIII
SOCIETY NO. 22 WALLIS
BARBARA J SEBRING
MELISSA J (GALLIA) WILLIAMSON
STEPHANIE M BRAST
FRANCES C UHYREK
DEANA M MARTIN DEL CAMPO
SOCIETY NO. 29 FRYDEK
DOLORES M HERMAN
DENISE JALOWY HUFF
ANNE H GARDNER
DEBORAH L STOLARSKI
KELLY A SLATER
KAREN FRUGE
SOCIETY NO. 30 EAST BERNARD
BERNICE A CAVNESS
TEENA A MIDDLETON
DELORES JOCHEC
LILLIAN R PETERS
CHERYL M DUSEK
ROBIN K FRY
KATHLEEN K FUHRMANN
KATHERINE L KUNKEL
KAREN A DAVID
DONNA A ZAHN
BARBARA (JEDLICKA) SVATEK
THERESA A HUNDL
EDITH MENEFEE
SUSAN (VIKTORIN) JOHNSON
ANNETTE L HOWE
SOCIETY NO. 42 SEALY
JEANNE E NETARDUS
SANDRA NEWMAN
SHARON K STOLARSKI
HELEN M KMIEC
SOCIETY NO. 49 NEEDVILLE
DEBORAH S AYALA
RAMONA M GUIDRY
KIMBERLY HUNDL
SOCIETY NO. 77 ROSENBERG
PATRICIA KULDANEK
SOCIETY NO. 85 DAMON
NANCY F PIEPER
CAROLYN F RIEDEL

ANGELA G MORRIS

DISTRICT IX
SOCIETY NO. 43 GANADO
SHARON K FOLTYN
CHARLOTTE M CARLSON
SOCIETY NO. 72 EL CAMPO
THERESA A SKLENARIK
KIMBERLY (MEDFORD) UNDERWOOD
KIMBERLY (KARSTEDT) FLOTH
MARILYN TURANYIK
ROBIN L WHITLEY
TAMARA (DYBALA) HOLZHAUSEN
LORI A WINTER
JOYCE M KEITH
VERONICA L HOOD
JOSEPHINE A FUCIK
MARY J BEERY
DIANE DLUHOS
JEAN A MERCK
THERESA L STANLEY
ROBIN FENSTERMACHER
MARY MICAN
SOCIETY NO. 100 BAY CITY
KAREN M OWENS
SOCIETY NO. 101 VICTORIA
MARY ANN (GAAS) DUNDA
SHERRY SCHAEFER
REBECCA JANACEK
MELISSA MIGL HARDY
SOCIETY NO. 126 PALACIOS
ROSALIE APARICIO
THERESA HENKES

DISTRICT X
SOCIETY NO. 11 WEST
JEANNETTE M PETTER
LILLIAN A POLANSKY
THERESA HUTYRA
PAULINE STEARNS
LINDA HALAMIK
ELIZABETH PITCHER
ELIZABETH CHUDEJ
ELIZABETH TUBBS
JANICE M ROESSLER
SANDRA D (SYKORA) BOLES
JOAN K TIPTON
DEBORAH KOCIAN DE NUZZIO
LAURA LEHMANN PEEK
CHRISTINA T (BAJER) HOLECEK
CARAL LEHMANN

CAROL L BAJER
JANICE GLATTER
KAREN M McKENZIE
ANN M MELASKY
CATHERINE M SHACKELFORD
SUSAN SCHULTE
CAROL A MYNARCIK
SOCIETY NO. 16 ENNIS
THERESA A FINN
CATHERINE M SMID
KELLY A GALETKA
MARGARET JURICA
DEBORAH A MAKI
CYNTHIA MARSHALL
DARLENE GIBSON
NANCY BETIK
PATRICIA CERVENTES
KELLY PLASEK
RAMONA ZADUK
SUZANNE ZMOLIK
ELIZABETH C VRANA
LISA D ZIMMERMAN
DIANE R TRLICA
ELIZABETH K BARTON
DENISE A KRAJCA
MELODY E REJCEK
ROSEMARIE COOKE
LINDA A YOUNG
DONNA J (VRZALIK) DODSON
JOSEPHINE VRZALIK
MONICA KAY ZAPLETAL
BARBARA M LISKA
RHONDA K LISKA
SOCIETY NO. 35 PENELOPE
MELISSA HOLT
SOCIETY NO. 45 TOURS
KAREN A LEE
JUNE A DANKER
SHANA R VOCHOSKA
SOCIETY NO. 59 FORT WORTH
ALANNA OLIVER
JUDY TESAR
SOCIETY NO. 104 ABBOTT
JANICE M VESELKA
MARY ANN HOLY
EVELYN F CEPAK
MARGARET H KENNEDY
MAXINE (KAZDA) MAROUL
PAULETTE ALLEN
MARGARET D PERRY
CAROL CATHEY

SOCIETY NO. 108 DALLAS
PATRICIA (SNAPKA) KRAL
DORIS L (MACHA) GUICE
EVELYN CEPAK
MICHELE WORREL
ANGELA M MEDRANO
MARILYN N POKLADNIK
CHARLENE MRAZ
J NOVOTNY
ANGELA L (SLOVAK) EICHENBAUM
JULIE (ZMOLIK) FERNANDEZ
GINA K KRESGE
MARY ANN MELIN
SOCIETY NO. 117 WACO
SANDRA T NORS
CYNTHIA WETHERBY
MATILDA J NORS
CLARA MATUSTIK
DEANNA M HORN
DOROTHY ANN OWENS
JULIA A HELPERT

DISTRICT XI
SOCIETY NO. 15 CORN HILL
ELIZABETH J (SCHWERTN) BERUMEN
JEAN A BUCHHORN
JANIS L (ZUROVETZ) ALLOWAY
DEBBIE L SYBERT
KIMBERLY A (KUBACA) TSCHOERNER
SOCIETY NO. 18 GRANGER
LORETTA UNNASCH
EDITH HANEL
AMY HAJDA MC ALLISTER
ALICE M KNAPEK
KAREN D CATHEY
REBECCA BILICEK
BETTY HELEN KONARIK
PATRICIA KUCHARSKI
MELISSA A STRMISKA
SOCIETY NO. 19 TAYLOR
MONICA (VANEK) BIELSS
MARY VANEK
SOCIETY NO. 21 MARAK
BERNADETTE M JOCHEC
GENEVIEVE SCHOPPE
REBECCA A PRICE
JOETTA ANN EHLER
DEBORAH A PRATT
SHARON PAVELKA
JANICE R JOHNSON
JO ANN ZALESKI

Catholic Family Fraternal JournalJanuary/February 2018
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SOCIETY NO. 21 MARAK, CONT.
KAREN (KOSTROUN) LOIACANO
MARGARET HAYS
DENISE L PAVLAT CHENAULT
SOCIETY NO. 93 AUSTIN
TRISHA A STEFFEK
PAMELA J TABOR
LISA MARIE LARSON
LAURA F TURNER
HELEN J OELRICH
ANNA MARIE KOEHN
MARGARET A OLSOVSKY
ELAINE K OLSOVSKY
SOCIETY NO. 130 GEORGETOWN
DORA ZAVALA
SOCIETY NO. 135 AUSTIN
LORETTA A KNEUPPER

DISTRICT XII
SOCIETY NO. 6 BRYAN
BETTY C ORSAK
MILDRED M NASH
ELIZABETH MARSHALL
KATHRYN NEMEC
ABBY L (ZEMANEK) TANKERSLEY
STEPHANIE A COLEMAN
ANNA M SPRINGER
SOCIETY NO. 27 CALDWELL
HELEN A MERKA
SOCIETY NO. 28 FRENSTAT
CAROLYN J SCHAFER
LORI A NASH
LISA A MATCEK 

DISTRICT XIV
SOCIETY NO. 123 
RAYMONDVILLE
GLORIA ALLEN
IRMA V VALLEJO
DENISE V (GONZALES) PRUETT 

DISTRICT XV
SOCIETY NO. 115 FREEPORT
MARY (CYR) HANSEN
CAROLYN CYR MILLARD
ALICE M PODRAZA
LOUANA J BERTRAND
CATHERINE M SCHREIBER
HELEN RUSSELL
CARMEN GARDOVSKY
HELEN A CYR
MICHELE LANCELOT

CAROLYN SOHR
SHARON A HARDWICK
SUZANNE T PASZTOR
SOCIETY NO. 124 TEXAS CITY
GLORIA MATLAGE
DEBORAH WOODLEY
ANDREA L WILLIS
MARY ELLEN SCHINDLER
GERALDINE A BLISS
JOAN M MONNELL
PAMELA E HEGMAN
JOYCE E TAX
DEBORAH ANN SALSBURY
LAURA G WHITEMAN
KAMALA K KVINTA 

DISTRICT XVI
SOCIETY NO. 32 HOUSTON
GAYLEEN M BORISKIE
SHARON S BAKER
KELLI BETH GRISSOM
PATRICIA K HATTENBACH
JANICE M DOSS
SOCIETY NO. 60 CROSBY
MARY J HORTON
SUSAN D (BAUMBACH) ROSS
SOCIETY NO. 99 BAYTOWN
LISA G HOPMANN
KIMBERLY A HOLMES
JENNIFER A ANGEL
LAURA (WAKEFIELD) HOWE
ELIZABETH JEAN BUTLER
DEBORAH KAY MCCOWN
PEGGY LYNN BATEMAN
SOCIETY NO. 114 HOUSTON
GAYLE LYNN RANDALL
DENISE SHERRILL
DENENE M HOOPER
BRIDGET M BRANEFF
JOLYNN GAMMONS
KELLYE L BROKMEYER
KIMBERLY A PARKER
LAURA K PARKER
SOCIETY NO. 125 HOUSTON
MARY J SIMMS
PAULETTE A ROE
CHRISTINE ABEL
SANDRA MATEJKA
SUSAN (DEMNY) ANDERSON
PATRICIA A OLSON
LINDA M BISHOP

Congratulations 
to the 2018 

50-Year Membership 
Pin Recipients!

50
Membership pins and other merit pins 
are presented to members at their local 

District Meeting. 

Pin recipients will receive invitations to 
the meetings so they may be honored. 

For recipients not able to attend their 
local District Meeting, their pins will 

be mailed out to them after the meeting 
is over. 

We hope you can all join us 
at your local meeting!
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Director		  District	 Societies
Joyce Kurtz		  I		  1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 14, 37, 53
			   II		  4, 7, 24, 44, 66, 83

Arlene Cloyd		 III		  10, 17, 41, 47
			   VIII		  22, 29, 30, 42, 49, 77, 85

Donna Janda		  IV		  34, 38, 40, 70, 75, 76
			   V		  20, 23, 31, 65, 69

Betty Vacek		  VI		  46, 89, 118
			   IX		  43, 72, 100, 101, 111, 126
			   XIV		  123

Sally Long		  VII		  86, 88, 121
			   X		  11, 16, 35, 45, 104, 108

Jean Ribar		  XI		  15, 18, 19, 21, 48, 93, 130, 144
			   XII		  6, 27, 28

Deborah Kaspar	 XV		  115, 124
			   XVI		  32, 99, 114, 125

District Assignments 
for State Directors

Members: 
Questions? Comments? 

Please feel free to contact any of the 
State Directors listed here or the State Office.
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Interest Rates effective 
Sept. 1, 2015

Please note interest rates may be changed without notice and will take effect on anniversary date.

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

$50 - $750 = 3.50%
$751 - $4,000 = 3.50%

$4,001 or more = 3.75%
Single Premium  

Annuity & IRA Rates
(No Bands)

3.75%
Security Plus

(No Bands)
4.00%

(Rates for certificates 
issued before 10/01/2009)

Flexible Annuity & 
IRA Rates

(Rates for certificates 
issued after 03/1/2013)

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.50%
$50,000 or more    = 1.75%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

(Rates are guaranteed 
for 3 or 5 year surrender 

charge period)

Universal Life 
Insurance Certificates

4.00% Current

Universal Life 
No Lapse Guarantee

$25,000 - $99,999 = 3.50%
$100,000+ = 4.00%

Minimum Rate Credited 
to IRA & Annuity Accounts

For certificates
issued before 10/01/2009

3.50%

For certificates issued 
10/01/2009 thru 12/31/2012

2.00%

Minimum Guaranteed Interest 
Rates as of 01/01/2013

1.50%

Pursuant to 
Contract Terms
for certificates

DANCE
Bexar County Czech Heritage Society

Sunday, March 4, 2018
Music by Mark Halata (2 p.m. - 6 p.m.)

Martinez Social Club
7791 FM 1346 at FM 1516S

San Antonio, TX 78220

Admission $10
Admission for Children 14 and under - 

FREE

Refreshments: Sausage on a bun, 
Sauerkraut, Kolaches!
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      NSociety         w        s 
The Society held a joint Christ-
mas party with their local 

K.J.T. chapter at Our Lady of Victory cafeteria. Ham 
and covered dishes were enjoyed by all. They donat-
ed $500 for a TV Mass to Father Kristopher Fuchs. 
Thirty-seven people were present and 7 people won 
door prizes.

Pictured (L to R) are Society President Evelyn Dierlam, Fr. Kristo-
pher Fuchs and Society Secretary Irene Brosch.

101 Victoria
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The Society held a Thanksgiving 
food drive as a People Helping 

People Community project. The food was delivered 
to the Schulenburg Area Food Pantry.

Pictured (L to R) are Lori Leer, Janie Neiser, Dawsyn Guentert, 
Linda Besetzny and Ann Marie Dobecka. Dawsyn is a member 
and the granddaughter of Linda Besetzny.

65 Holman

On September 24th, members 
worked the country store at the 

St. Philip’s Picnic. This was their People Helping 
People Parish Fundraiser.

Pictured is the first shift of workers.

On October 10th, the Society held a Social and 
meeting. A $1,000 check was donated to the Parish 
to help with parking lot expenses. The money was 
matching funds from the State Office for their proj-
ect held on September 24th. 

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Kathy Helterbridle, Secretary 
Rose Marie Janak, Pastor Father Michael Rother, President Janet 
Holub and Father Oscar Amo of St. Philip’s.

72 El Campo

St. Veronica’s Soci-
ety No. 46 of Corpus 

Christi held their Annual Meeting on December 
3, 2017 at Moravian Hall at 2 p.m. Ten members 
were present. Two members were awarded their 75-
year membership pins along with a poinsettia. The 
members were Dorothy Vaught and Christine Black. 
Since Christine was unable to attend, her son, Bob 
Black, was on hand to receive her pin and flower. 
Election of officers was held: President – Catherine 
Mokry, Vice-President - Sofie Perkins, Secretary – 
Thelma Munoz, Treasurer – Eleanora Zdansky and 
Chaplain Rev. Paul Heese. Minutes of the last meet-
ing were read and approved. The Treasurer’s report 
was given and correspondence from the State Of-
fice was read. Correspondence from members was 
also read. Prayers were said for living and deceased 
members. Clerical endowments for deceased mem-

46 Corpus Christi

bers from the last meeting were announced and sent 
out. For entertainment, bingo was played. Several 
door prizes were given. Dismissal prayers were said. 
A catered meal of roasted chicken, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, green beans, macaroni and cheese, pick-
les and onions and homemade desserts were served 
to members of K.J.Z.T. and K.J.T. A great time was 
had by all!

The Society sponsored a 
family for Christmas who 

had water in their home. They are staying with fam-
ily members. The family was given a ham and all the 
trimmings for a holiday dinner as well as a $100 gift. 
They were very happy.

Pictured (L to R) are Hattie Houdek, Mr. Blackburn, Elizabeth 
Blackburn, Mrs. Blackburn, Emily Maloch and Janell Kahlden.

124 Texas City

The Society held their An-
nual Mass.

Pictured (L to R) are Janell Kahlden, Joan DeSanto, Mary Black-
burn, Rose Ellis, Patsy Layer, Helen Carrig, Fr. Clint Ressler and 
President Hattie Houdek. Not pictured is Emily Maloch.

124 Texas City

CFFT.KJZT cathfamTX

www.kjzt.org
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The Society held a joint Christ-
mas party with their local K.J.T. 

chapter on December 2, 2017 at Hostyn Hall. 

Pictured are outgoing State Director Grace Vinklarek, incoming 
State Director Donna Janda, Irene Janda, Alice Zezula, Brenda 
Fietsam, Lillian Kallus, Helen Janda, Ann Janda, Lorenda Polas-
ek, Patsy Janda, Monica Muras, Verlene Kuntschik, Joyce Muras, 
Margaret Hoffmann and Dianna Kallus.

Pictured are children with Santa Clause at the party.

23 Hostyn

The Society joined with the 
St. Monica’s Ladies Society to 

conduct a food drive. Food items and several mone-
tary donations were delivered to the Cameron Thrift 
Store on December 20, 2017.

Pictured (L to R) are President Bettie Pagach, Carolyn Klecka and 
Jane Marek, members of St. Monica’s Ladies Society, Bettie Mc-
Donald, manager of the Thrift Store and Beverly Angell, a Society 
member.

48 Cameron

The Society celebrated a Christ-
mas party at the Czech Heritage 

Society of Fort Bend County in Needville.
85 Damon

Society members enjoyed a 
warm and toasty Christmas 

Social at the St. Ann Pavilion on Friday, December 
8th. The Society purchased new patio heaters for the 
St. Ann Pavilion with proceeds from their 2017 fund 
raiser. Hostesses for the event were Thomas and Ro-
berta Wenzel and Ruby and Don Wigginton. 

Pictured are members Tommy Wenzel, Kenneth Gerdes, Bennie 
Gerdes, Dennis Havlik, Ruby Wigginton, Don Wigginton, Pauline 
Kloesel, Roberta Wenzel, Rose Mary Havlik, Charlene Stehle, 
Karen Hoermann, Steve Hoermann, Janet Zabransky, and Joyce 
Word. Also attending were State Director Joyce Kurtz, Jerry Kurtz, 
and Father Matthew Huehlefeld.

37 Hochheim

The Society held its annual meet-
ing and Christmas Party on Sunday, 

December 10th at Tours Hall in Tours. The meeting 
was at 2:00 pm and communications included thank 
you cards and a letter from the State Office. Mary 
Kallus, President, read a Christmas greeting from 
the State Office.  
  At the meeting, the same officers were re-elected to 
serve for the year 2018. Father David Trahan, Pas-
tor, will serve as Chaplain. The Junior Director will 
be Sherri Zacharias.
  Under other business, the following motions were 
carried. One was to give a donation to EWTN of 
$200.00 and the other was to give $100.00 to Ron-
ald McDonald House-Ft. Worth, Texas, in honor of 
Cooper and Brooklyn Downing.
  Also, the Bake Sale on March 24th was discussed 
and a motion was made, seconded and passed that 
the Society give ½ of the proceeds to the West Se-
nior Citizens and ½ to the West Czech Museum.
  There were 13 door prize winners and approxi-
mately 50 members and guests were present.
  After the meeting, members joined with their fami-
lies and K.J.T. members and had a Memorial Service 
for all deceased members this past year. The 75-year 
membership pin and 50-year membership pin recip-
ients were recognized followed by a visit from Santa 
Claus. Everyone than enjoyed a roast beef dinner 
with the trimmings. Members were asked to bring 
a dessert or a salad and a gift for the raffle drawing.
  Family Members also enjoyed a visit with Santa 
Clause at the Christmas Party.

Pictured sitting (L to R) are Santa’s Elf, Virginia (Phelp) Putman, 
Santa Claus, Shirley (Phelp) Hamrick; standing (L to R) Frances 
Lednicky, Father David Trahan (Chaplain) and Mary Kallus.

11 West

Members made a monetary 
donation to St. Michael’s St.

Vincent DePaul food pantry. At their recent meeting,  
members brought non-perishable food items for the
SVDP food pantry at St. Jerome’s in Clute.  

Pictured are Janet Gipson, Dorothy Novosad, Rose Marie Filip, 
SVDP team volunteers: Delia Hock and Donna Dougherty, and 
Alice Drapela and Veronica Bohoslav.

115 Freeport
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West Society officers for 2018 were 
re-elected at their annual meeting on 

Sunday, December 10, 2017.  

They are, pictured left to right, Joyce Nors, Treasurer; Dolores 
Sykora, Vice-President; Mary Kallus, President and Theresa 
Plsek, Secretary. Sherri Zacharis will serve as Junior Director and 
Father David Trahan (not pictured) will serve as Chaplain.

11 West
The Society celebrated with 
members and their families at 

their Annual Christmas Party. This year it was held 
at St. Michael’s in Lake Jackson. After a delicious 
turkey & dressing dinner, Gerald Roznovsky was 
the guest speaker. 

Pictured are Society President Kathy Wishert, Gerald Roznovsky, 
and State Director/Society No. 115 Junior Director Deborah Kas-
par.

115 Freeport

At a Society #115 meeting, 
members voted to make a 

monetary donation to The Gathering Place, a non-
profit organization which offers support to caregiv-
ers of people with dementia and educates the public 
about neurological diseases that affect memory.  

Pictured are Janet Gipson, Dorothy Novosad, Team Leader: Pat 
Williams, and Veronica Bohoslav.

115 Freeport

Members Kyran Martinez and his 
parents, Luis and Melissa Marti-

nez, and Kathy Taylor are pictured giving food for 
the Thanksgiving meals distributed to families in the 
community. 

85 Damon
The Society donated $200 to 
the Needville Food Bank as 

part of the Feeding Families Across Texas program.

Pictured are Secretary Olga Anders (center), and Mildred Novak 
(left) and Carolyn Conrad (right), Directors of the Food Bank.

49 Needville

The Society made a donation 
to help purchase food to be 

served at the ARC dance.

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Vivian Jedlicka and Gary 
Kaluza.

49 Needville

Society members worked the 
cake walk at their bazaar on 

October 22nd as a parish fundraiser project.

Pictured are Junior members working the booth.

49 Needville

Junior Director Stephanie 
Webb, Junior members and 

a guest presented Father Marty a parish fundraiser 
check at the Society’s Annual Social on November 
6th.

Pictured (L to R in back) is a Society guest, Father Marty, Junior 
Director Stephanie Webb, Juniors Jailyn Webb and Jacob Webb. 
Pictured in front is Makayla Baranoski.

49 Needville

The Society presented 
a check to Father Don 

Ruppert to be used for Vacation Bible School. This 
donation was money raised at the church bazaar 
which was the Society’s Parish Fundraiser. The 
proceeds will be used to purchase supplies for the 
classes that are held in the summer.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Angeline Grigar, Fr. Ruppert and 
Vice-President Gladys Dusek.

30 East Bernard
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  All Members and their families are invited to attend and participate in the activities of the District Family Socials and 
Meetings. Merit Pins of Recognition and 50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins will be presented to eligible Members 
in recognition of their dedication and years of service and membership. The Junior Divisions of the various Societies will 
participate in their District's Meeting and Activities. Come out to meet your fellow members!

Event Times Meeting PlaceDate

2018 District Meeting Schedule

District Hosting Society

Some Society members were 
present to receive member-

ship pins at their District Meeting held in Wallis.

Pictured (L to R) are Delores Macha and 4 sisters, Dorothy Bush, 
Mary Lee Cameron, Theresa Demel and Loretta Myska with State 
Director Arlene Cloyd.

Pictured receiving her 75-year membership pin is (at left) recipient 
Anita Filip and (at right) Olga Anders.

49 Needville The Society held their com-
munity fundraiser on Novem-

ber 14th where they made 339 apple strudels to sell.

Pictured are members dough-making.

Pictured are members rolling dough.

49 NeedvilleMembers of Holy Family, Society 
#118, Taft, sang Christmas carols for 

the residents of TriSun Assisted Living Center and 
then visited with them. They also sang for other oth-
er adult families in the Portland and Taft area.

118 Taft

Carol Buchta, representing Da-
mon K.J.Z.T. Society No. 85, pre-

sented a check to Donna Miller of Guy, whose home 
was flooded during Hurricane Harvey. 

85 Damon

Great Job!
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The Society held its Fall 
Bake Sale before & after 

Masses on October 28 and 29, 2017 at St. Jerome 
Catholic Church in Houston. Proceeds benefiting St. 
Jerome’s Fall Festival, were presented to Msgr. Dan 
Scheel. In December, Society members enjoyed a 
joint Christmas Party with Society No. 32 and K.J.T. 
Societies No. 56 and No. 121.

114 Houston

The Society held a luncheon for St. 
Agnes Parish altar servers and their 

families. 

Pictured are Roberto Zarate, Mason Garcia, Gary Doetlitch, Vivi-
ana Rosales, Jacklyn Marek, Jade Woodring, Katelyn Dodds, Har-
rison Smiga, Amelia Smiga, Sonia Vidal, MiReyna Zarate, Father 
Michael, Martin Guzman, Stephen Woodring, Melani Guzman, 
Brenda Vidal, Lesli Guzman, Cameron Hollas and Kyle Woodring.

111 Edna

The Society presented donations to 
their local food pantry.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Society Secretary Bernice Harlan, 
Junior member Ellen Samford and Cindy Corn, representative for 
the food pantry. Pictured (L to R in back) are Society Assistant 
Junior Director Alan Cloyd and State Director/Society President 
Arlene Cloyd.

42 Sealy

The Society held their An-
nual Meeting and Christmas 

party at the Golden Corral in Pearland on Friday, 
December 2, 2017. Lunch began at noon followed 
by a meeting which President Carol Zann opened 
with a prayer. Elections were held and the present 
officers were re-elected. The Society was honored 
to have guests, Chaplain Father Reginald Nesvadba 
and Mayor Tom Reid of Pearland, in attendance. 
Each gave a brief talk and some words of advice. 
Door prizes were awarded and the President closed 
the meeting with a prayer and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Pictured are members and guests that were present at the Annual 
Meeting.

125 Houston

    The Society’s 4th Quar-
terly Meeting was held 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at St. John’s Par-
ish Hall. President Rose Rohde called the meeting 
to order at 1 p.m. and led the opening prayers for 
living members. The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
United States flag and the Texas flag was recited. 
There were 8 members present. The minutes from 
the August meeting were read and approved. The 
Treasurer’s report was given. Clara Gerik and Re-
gina Gerik were appointed auditors for 2018. One 
thank you note was ready by Rose Rohde from Mary 
Jane Toddy.   
  Election of officers was held. All existing officers 
agreed to continue their tenure. Members agreed to 

10 Fayetteville

give Deacon Robert and Father Nock birthday and 
Christmas gifts as previous years. Members also 
agreed to donated $100.00 to an account set up at 
Fayette Savings Bank for the Knights of Columbus 
rebuilding fund. The bank will match dollar for dol-
lar to the account.
  The August attendance prize went to Regina Gerik 
and the November attendance prize went to Clara 
Gerik.
  The next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Febru-
ary 20, 2018.
  Closing prayer for deceased members was led 
by President Rose Rohde and the meeting was ad-
journed. Members enjoyed playing bingo, fellow-
ship and lunch.

The Society donated $500 to the 
Knights of Columbus to help de-

fray expenses from Hurricane Harvey losses. Dona-
tions were made at Fayette Savings Bank which will 
be matched by the bank.

23 Hostyn

The Hostyn Parish participated in 
the Right to Life March and Ro-

sary on Saturday, January 20, 2018 in church after 
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.

Pictured is a group praying.

Pictured is the participating Hostyn group.

23 Hostyn
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The K.J.Z.T. Society 
joined with their local 

K.J.T. Society to honor deceased members with an 
Annual Memorial Mass on November 9, 2017 with 
Father Don Ruppert officiating. Society members 
served as greeters, altar servers, lector and gift bear-
ers. Mark Dujka provided the music.
    A special altar with candles representing each de-
ceased member for the past 5 years and two larger 
candles representing all deceased members from the 
2 Societies were set in front of the Main Altar.
  K.J.Z.T. Society member Julia Kubes and K.J.T. 
President Edwin Marik read the names of each de-
ceased member at which time a family member lit a 
candle in honor of each deceased member.
  K.J.Z.T. members were Isabel Mican, Janell Barta, 
Elvira Kulhanek, Mildred Repka, Agnes Smaistrla, 
Lucy Talas, Dorothy Toman, Lillian Karasek, Jea-
nette Kalina, Elizabeth Wicke, Betty Jean Kubala, 
Christine Hlavinka, Eva Mae Dusek, Dorothy Su-
lak, Georgie Wicke, Rosie J Rogers, Edith Krenek, 
Annie Macha, Mary Michulka, Irene Mican, Lu-
cille Ferguson, Mary Jochec and Evelyn Howard, 
Gertrude Hillman, Frances Pilcik, Martha Chalupa, 
Frances Morgan, Josephine Ann Hlavinka, Annie 
Orsak, Leona Miller, Anna M Kimicek, Judy A Hart-
field, Shirley Willrich, Mary Isabel Matusek, Dolo-
res Svatek, A Kostka, Irene Svatek, Joyce Randolph, 
Sidonia Miller, Lydia Stelzel and Celestine Kucera.
  After the service, a social and dinner was held at 
Riverside Hall. Special guests were K.J.Z.T. State 
Director Arlene Cloyd and a State Director from 
K.J.T.
  Door prizes were given at the end of the event.
  2017 Society Officers of St. Anne’s Society No. 
30 East Bernard are Chaplain Don Ruppert, Presi-
dent Sophie Korenek, Vice-President Gladys Dusek, 
Secretary Angeline Grigar and Treasurer Emilia 
Svoboda.

Pictured are K.J.Z.T. and K.J.T. Society Officers.

30 East Bernard Cathy McCue, member of K.J.Z.T. 
Society No. 93, Austin, presented 

a check for $1,500.00 to Father Norbert Maduzia of 
St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church in Spring, Tex-
as. The funds are intended to help the church rebuild 
after suffering major damage from Hurricane Har-
vey. The check is from a free-will collection from 
members with matching funds from the State Office 
as part of the People Helping People Program, Di-
saster Relief Project. Cathy is a very active member 
of her parish. She is the daughter of Jane Hellinger, 
Society President, and sister of Laura Duckworth, 
Society Vice-President.

93 Austin

The Society presented a check to 
Buddy Chance with Austin County 

Meals on Wheels on January 15, 2018.

Pictured (L to R) are Buddy Chance, Rebecca Colson and Adela 
Wadephul.

22 Wallis

The Society presented checks to 
Hurricane Harvey’s flood victims 

that are members to assist them in recovery efforts.

Pictured (L to R) are Bessie Kosik, Adela Wadephul, Judith Mi-
chulka and Stephanie Phillips.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Kulhanek and Adela Wadephul.

Pictured (L to R) are Irene Svoboda and Adela Wadephul.

Pictured (L to R) are Mary Kulhanek, Audra Brorsen and Adela 
Wadephul.

22 Wallis

The next issue's deadline is March 21st.

Please send your articles and photos to:
Loretta Stahl, Editor, P.O. Box 18896 

Austin, TX 78760-8896

Editors Note: 
-The Fraternal Journal will not return photos.

-Articles may be sent to info@kjzt.org
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The Society held an Annual Meet-
ing and Social.29 Frydek

Czech Heritage Tours Presents 
Their Summer 2018 European Tour

September 24 - October 6, 2018
France (Normandy & Paris)
Germany (Rhine River cruise, Oktoberfest in Munich, 
Eagle’s Nest & Rothenburg ob der Tauber)
Austria (Salzburg)
Czech Republic (Ceske Budejovice, Cesky Krumlov & Prague)

www.czechheritagetours.com

Contact Steavy Jakubik or Renee Valek

czheritage@hotmail.com or 972-878-2929

219 W. Ennis Avenue, Ennis, TX 75119

Plan Sponsor: 414 CATHOLIC FAMILY FRATERNAL OF TEXAS, KJZT

2

$112.77

$101.73

$11.04

$5.52

9.79%

Prescriptions Filled:

Normal Retail Pricing:

Discount Program Pricing:

Total Dollars Saved By Your Cardholders:

Average Saved Per Discounted Prescription:

Your Group's Discounted Prescription Savings:

Group Savings Report for December, 2017 Year To Date 2017 Aggregate

108

$3,810.72

$2,928.23

$882.49

$12.43

27.13%

$373,585.02Aggregate Total Savings Since Your Program Began (Mar-2003)

Prescriptions Filled:

Normal Retail Pricing:

Discount Program Pricing:

Total Dollars Saved By Your Cardholders:

Average Saved Per Discounted Prescription:

Your Group's Discounted Prescription Savings:

Total Savings For 2016 Aggregate

247

$13,489.92

$8,155.61

$5,334.31

$30.66

42.69%

Request Date: 1/26/2018

On February 4, 2018,  members 
collected food items for the St. 

Vincent de Paul food pantry at Assumption Catholic 
Church. 

Pictured (L to R) are Gracie Perrard, Henrietta Nevlud (Treasur-
er), Louise Widacki (Vice-President), Cynthia Putt, Beverly Foyt 
(Secretary) and Anna Psencik (President).

32 Houston
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By Jim Wiest FIC, CFFM, 
Sales and Marketing Manager

Your Ultimate
Love Letter

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

What to do 
about 

Prediabetes

  Before many people are diagnosed with type 2 diabetes mellitus, they have pre-
diabetes. Prediabetes is when blood sugars are higher than normal but not high 
enough to be defined as diabetic, which is consistent fasting blood sugars 126 
or greater. Blood sugars between 100 and 125 define prediabetes. Normal blood 
sugars are usually between 70 and 99. People with prediabetes have a high risk 
of developing type 2 diabetes in the future.
  There are known risk factors for developing prediabetes. Being overweight 
or obese, a family history of diabetes in a parent or sibling, and having diabe-
tes during pregnancy (gestational diabetes) are all strong risk factors for pre-
diabetes. Other risk factors include having high blood pressure, HDL (“good” 
cholesterol) that is low, and women with polycystic ovary syndrome. African 
American, Native American, Latin American, and Asian/Pacific ancestries also 
have higher risk for prediabetes.
  Prediabetes is easily tested for with a simple blood test. If a blood sugar test is 
elevated, your doctor may want to repeat the test to confirm. If testing confirms 
prediabetes, it’s time to take action. Can diabetes be prevented if prediabetes is 
confirmed? For many people the answer is yes, but some significant lifestyle 
changes may be in order. 
  The risk of developing type 2 diabetes mellitus with prediabetes can be low-
ered by improving our diets, losing weight, and exercising. The diet should 
avoid processed foods, especially those high in sugar like desserts and sodas. 
Vegetables, fruits, whole grains, beans, fish and poultry should be emphasized 
in this healthy diet. High carbohydrate foods like breads, potatoes, pastas, and 
rice should be limited as the starches are broken down to sugar by the body. 
Eliminate or cut back on “junk” snack foods and alcoholic drinks. Ask your doc-
tor if you would like to meet with a dietician who can give detailed instructions 
about changing the diet for prediabetes.
  Weight loss goes hand in hand with an improved diet and exercise and is im-
portant to manage prediabetes. Exercise helps burn calories which helps with 
weight loss. Aim for 30 minutes of moderate activity like brisk walking at least 
5 times weekly, or if you’re not sure of your physical abilities, discuss an ex-
ercise plan with your doctor. Medications are recommended for prediabetes in 
certain situations but should not be substituted first-line for diet changes and 
exercise.
  Baseline management of prediabetes is similar to the recommendations for 
those with type 2 diabetes mellitus. Think of it as starting earlier to head off or 
at least getting a jump-start on managing diabetes which might help cut down 
the need for more medication in future years.

February is “Insure Your Love” month.  With Valentine’s Day right in the mid-
dle of it, there is little question why “Love” is included, but why “Insure”?

Hopefully, you spend your life telling and showing your family that you love 
them in a million little ways.  That shouldn’t stop when you pass.  Life insurance 
is your final love letter to them.

Remember the fireworks and butterflies when you met your future spouse?  Re-
member how you made it a point to know his or her interests, sometimes putting 
them above your own?  You would move mountains for this person.

If only we all had an angel, like George Bailey did in “It’s a Wonderful Life”, 
who showed us what things would be like for our family and friends if we 
weren’t there.  We can’t possibly know the pain they would endure when we’re 
gone and frankly, we don’t want to think about it.  But we force ourselves, out of 
love for them, to imagine it from a financial standpoint.  We try to imagine their 
needs and anticipate how we can help without being present.  

Providing for your family’s financial needs is one of the few things you can con-
trol when it comes to a premature death. It’s peace of mind and a way for your 
family to know that you loved them enough to safeguard their future.

Buying life insurance is like sending a love note from the Great Beyond, like 
a final gift to our loved ones saying, “I would give anything in the world to be 
with you, but since I can’t, I’ll do what I can and that’s making sure you’re taken 
care of financially.”

We can help you write that love letter.  Please contact your K.J.Z.T. agent or call 
us to find one near you.

Jim Wiest FIC, CFFM
Sales and Marketing Manager
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-K.J.Z.T.
P.O. Box 18896
Austin, TX 78760
Local: 512-444-9586
Toll Free: 844-KJZT-TEX  (844-559-8839)
Fax: 512-444-6887
Mobile:  512-897-8338
jwiest@kjzt.org
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Junior Activities

Solve the puzzle! 
Each image must appear once and only once 

in each row, column and sub-grid.



Boil klobase for 10 minutes. While the 
klobase cooks, peel and dice potatoes, 
then put them on to boil. While pota-
toes are cooking, cut klobase into bite-
size pieces and put into a microwave 
safe casserole container. Save some 
of the water the klobase was cooked 
in. When potatoes are cooked (check 
with a fork), drain and add to casserole 
container. Add onion, salt, pepper and 
some of the klobase water. Cover, put 
in microwave for 2 minutes on high, 
stir and microwave on high 2 more 
minutes.

Haluski
Submitted by Angela Morris,
Society No. 85 Damon

1 stick butter or bacon fat
1 medium onion, diced
1 head cabbage, cut in quarters
dash garlic salt
10 oz. bacon
16 oz. bag wide egg noodles
romano cheese, shredded
pepper
 
Place bacon in single layer on cookie 
sheet and bake in oven on 400° un-
til crispy. Drain bacon and set aside 
to cool. When cool, break into small 
pieces. Cook noodles according to 
package directions, careful not to 
overcook. Al Dente is best. Sauté on-
ions in butter or bacon fat.  Add cab-
bage and cover with lid. Cook until 
cabbage gets slightly caramelized, 
or to your taste. Add a dash of garlic 
salt. Mix in noodles with sautéed cab-
bage mixture. Serve on plate and top 
with pepper, romano cheese and bacon 
pieces.  Keep leftover bacon in a sepa-
rate sealed container for any leftovers.

Very Vanilla French Toast
Submitted by Verlene Kuntschik,
Society No. 23 Hostyn

1 c. milk
1 pkg. (3 oz.) cook and serve vanilla 
pudding mix 
1 egg
½ tsp. ground cinnamon
8 slices Texas toast
2 tsp. butter

In a bowl, whisk the milk, pudding 
mix, egg and cinnamon for 2 minutes 
or until well blended. Dip toast in pud-
ding mixture, coating both sides. Melt 
butter on a griddle; cook French toast 
for 2 to 4 minutes on each side, or until 
golden brown.

Can’t Stop Cookies
Submitted by Mary Lee Prihoda,
Society No. 10 Fayetteville

2 c. sugar
2 c. butter or margarine
3 c. flour
2 tsp. cream of tartar
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Hints & Tips

Kitchen Corner
 

Spinach Artichoke Dip
Submitted by Laura Hellinger Duckworth,
Society No. 93 Austin

Heat oven to 350˚.

In mixing bowl combine:
2 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
¾ c. shredded parmesan cheese
1 c. shredded mozzarella cheeese
4 T. mayonnaise
¼ c. skim milk

Add:
3 (10 oz.) pkg. frozen spinach, thawed 
and drained
1 (14 oz.) jar artichoke hearts, drained 
and cut in one inch pieces

Mix well, then spread in a 13 x 9 inch 
baking dish. Use a dish you will want 
to serve from. Bake, covered, for 50 
minutes. Remove cover and bake an 
additional 10 minutes.

Serve with crackers or chips. 

½ tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking soda
4 c. cornflakes
1 c. chopped pecans

Cream sugar and butter. Add dry in-
gredients. Fold in cornflakes and nuts, 
roll into balls and bake at 350˚ for 10 
to 15 minutes. Everyone loves these 
cookies.

Whipped Key Lime Pie
Submitted by Katherine Jezisek Blaha, 
Society No. 18 Granger

1 graham cracker crust
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened condensed 
milk
1 tsp. finely shredded key lime peel or 
lime peel
½ c. key lime juice or lime juice
2 c. whipping cream

Filling: In a medium bowl, combine 
sweetened condensed milk, 1 tea-
spoon lime peel and lime juice. In 
another bowl, beat whipping cream 
until soft peaks form. Fold 1 cup of 
whipped whipping cream into lime 
mixture. Spoon into pie crust. Cover 
and freeze for 2 hours. Add remaining 
1 cup of whipped cream on top of pie 
and serve.

Klobase and Potatoes
Submitted by Melisa Tobola,
Society No. 16 Ennis

klobase links
onions, chopped (or dried onions can 
be used)
salt and pepper to taste
potatoes (2 per link)

Sanitize the Sink
It’s hard to believe, but your dirty 
kitchen sink has more bacteria than 
your toilet seat. Use a product labeled 
as an EPA-registered disinfectant, or 

make your own. To disinfect, clean 
your sink with soap and water first, 
then spray a mist of vinegar followed 
by a mist of hydrogen peroxide, and 
let air-dry. (Don’t mix the vinegar and 
hydrogen peroxide together—spray 
one after the other.) 

Get a Cleaner Liner
Mold and mildew attacking your 
shower curtain liner? Throw it in the 
wash with a few towels, which will 
help scrub it clean, then hang it back 
up to dry.

Tame the Toilet
Drop a teaspoon of Tang Drink Mix 
in the bowl. The citric acid acts like 
a scrubber…and it’s nontoxic, in case 
the dog takes a sip. Let it sit for a few 
minutes, then swish and flush.
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Junior 
News
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On December 3, 2017, the 
Junior members sang at the 

Moulton Nursing Home.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Jack Leonard, Sally Machacek, and 
Levi Leonard. Pictured (L to R in back) are Ted Machacek, Julia 
Machacek, Grace Irvin, Anna Adamek, and Amy Adamek (playing 
the piano).

14 Moulton

On December 17th, the K.J.Z.T. 
Juniors of Marak, Society #21 led 

the rosary at mass, ushered, altar served and took up 
the offertory.

Pictured (L to R) are Gracen Dach, Kate Kopriva, Claire Kopriva, 
Tessa Vaculin, Jet Vaculin, Lindsey Vaculin, Cutter Hubnik and  
Adison Dach.

21 Marak

On December 17th, the K.J.Z.T. 
Juniors of Marak Society #21 per-

formed the nativity play at their church Christmas 
dinner.

Pictured (L to R) are Jet Vaculin, Claire Kopriva, Chase Hubnik, 
Kate Kopriva, Tessa Vaculin, Cade Hubnik and Cutter Hubnik.

21 Marak

On December 17th, the K.J.Z.T. 
Juniors of Marak Society #21 went 

Christmas Caroling at their local nursing homes.  
They also gave each resident an ornament to hang 
on their door.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Jet Vaculin, Claire Kopriva and Kate 
Kopriva. Pictured (L to R in back) are Tessa Vaculin, Chase Hub-
nik, Cutter Hubnik and Cade Hubnik.

21 Marak

The KJZT Juniors of Soci-
ety #115 Freeport, St. Mary’s 

Star of the Sea together sponsored 2 students from 
Columbia High School this Christmas Season. The 
Juniors provided generous giving with gifts and a 
stocking full for Christmas to the students.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Della Pustka, Caroline Reese, Sophie 
Galvan, Taylar Laughlin, Kaley Kaspar and Erin Reed. Pictured (L 
to R in back) are State Director/Junior Director Deborah Kaspar, 
Luke Blaschke, Karch Kaspar and Bobby Conrad. Not pictured is 
Tommy Janak.

115 Freeport

Juniors visited a local nursing 
home before Christmas. As a 

People Helping People Community Work Project, 
Junior members visited with residents and gave 
them Christmas cards, ornaments, and wall calen-
dars for the new year.

Pictured in front are Camille Kaska, Audrey Pustejovsky, Quintin 
Kaska, Johnny Pustejovsky, Molly Lucas, Joel Lucas and Bryson 
Murphy. Pictured in second row are Madison Lucas, Will Gerik, 
Ally Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Kyle Gerik, Ryan Pustejovsky 
and Allison Pustejovsky. Pictured in back row are Katie Hanaway, 
Payton Pustejovsky, Lauren Gerik, Katelyn Pustejovsky and Mal-
lory Ballew.

104 Abbott

The Shiner Juniors attended the Pro- 
Life Eucharistic Procession in Shiner.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Charlie Pilat, Trinity Garza and 
Seryna Garza. Pictured (L to R in back) are Gracie Pilat, Krystin 
Hodges and Kade Leist.

5 Shiner

CFFT.KJZT cathfamTX

www.kjzt.org
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The Juniors gave a presenta-
tion on and decorated a Czech 

Christmas tree at the parish Christmas party on De-
cember 10th. They also sang Christmas carols and 
enjoyed a visit from Santa.

Pictured are junior members who participated in the program.  
They are (L to R in front) Grayson Pustejovsky, Joel Lucas, Jo-
seph Alexander, Bryson Murphy, Audrey Pustejovsky, Quintin 
Kaska, Camille Kaska, Rachel Alexander, Addison Pustejovsky 
and Molly Lucas. In second row are Ryan Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, 
Sarah Alexander, Allison Pustejovsky, Johnny Pustejovsky, Pax-
ton Pustejovsky, Jocelyn Kolar and Madison Murphy. In third row 
are Kyle Gerik, Ally Hanaway, Madison Lucas, Mariann Pustejo-
vsky, Preston Pustejovsky and Mallory Ballew.  In back row are 
Lauren Gerik, Katie Hanaway, Molli Pustejovsky, Katelyn Pustejo-
vsky, Keaton Pustejovsky, Lydia Pustejovsky, Payton Pustejovsky 
and Chris Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Sweet Home Soc. 12 Ju-
niors purchased and do-

nated Christmas gifts to the Lavaca County Deputy 
Santa Program for 2017.

Pictured (L to R) are Kayla Kurtz Madelyn Kurtz, Kenzie Kurtz 
State Director/Junior Director Joyce Kurtz and Lavaca County 
Sheriff, Micah Harmon. Not pictured are Alex Jurena, Darren Ju-
rena and Allison Mican.

12 Sweet Home

West Society #11 Juniors had instal-
lation of officers, prior to their meet-

ing on Sunday, January 14, 2018 at the St. Mary’s 
Parish Center after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Sherri 
Zacharias, Junior Director, installed the following as 
officers for the year 2018: President – Christopher 
Hovde; Vice-President – Emily Polansky; Secretary 
– Maverick Plsek; Treasurer – Zachary Gerik and 
Reporter – Tanner Marak.  Juniors were reminded of 
upcoming events and stated that the Juniors would 
help with the bake sale in March. After their March 
meeting, they will again make corsages for the la-
dies at West Rest Haven for Mother’s Day. Since 
there were a few new members, Clare Hutyra said a 
few words on how K.J.Z.T. scholarships have helped 
her and stated that for members to be active.  Junior 
Director, Sherri Zacharias, spoke of the upcoming 
events that the Juniors will be involved in.

Pictured (L to R) are Tanner Marak, Maverick Plsek, Christopher 
Hovde, Emily Polansky and Zachary Gerik.

11 WestSociety Juniors held a meeting 
on January 21, 2018. 

Pictured are Juniors Bethany Kallus and Zachary Janda who 
opened the meeting with a prayer and pledges to the U.S. and 
Texas flags.

Pictured are Juniors 
Bethany Kallus and 
Zachary Janda show-
ing their aquarium 
craft they made at the 
meeting.

23 Hostyn

The Juniors met on January 
28th to elect and induct new of-

ficers for 2018.  

The new officers are (L to R) Lauren Gerik-Secretary, Kyle Gerik-
Reporter, Lydia Pustejovsky-President, Allison Murphy-Vice Pres-
ident and Madison Murphy-Treasurer.

104 Abbott

The Juniors attended Mass to-
gether on Sunday, January 28th.  

After Mass, the Juniors had their monthly meeting, 
elected 2018 officers and made a Valentine’s Day 
craft for nursing home residents. 

Pictured on the front row (L to R): Dinah Kaska, Zander Kaska, Jo-
seph Alexander, Addison Pustejovsky, Rachel Alexander, Bryson 
Murphy and Camille Kaska.  Second row: Allison Pustejovsky, 
Grayson Pustejovsky, Joel Lucas, Molly Lucas, Quintin Kaska, 
Will Gerik, Paxton Pustejovsky and Sarah Alexander.  Third row: 
Keaton Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky, Ally Hanaway, Katie Han-
away, Allison Murphy, Kyle Gerik and Madison Lucas.  Back row: 
Mallory Ballew, Lydia Pustejovsky, Chris Pustejovsky, Payton 
Pustejovsky, Katelyn Pustejovsky, Madison Murphy, Lauren Gerik 
and Mariann Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott
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The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
youth choir recently sang two 

Latin hymns, Salve Regina and Alma Redemptoris 
Mater, at Sunday Mass.  

Four members of the Youth Choir are also Junior members: Lydia 
Pustejovsky, Katie Hanaway, Madison Murphy and Lauren Gerik.

104 Abbott

The Wallis Society held a Harvey 
Disaster Fundraiser that raised 

$1,440.00. With matching funds from the State Of-
fice, each recipient was able to receive a donation 
of $448.00.

Pictured helping at the fundraiser (L to R) are Junior members 
Connor Brorsen, and Jared Brorsen, Adult Society Secretary Ju-
dith Michulka and Junior Members Riley Jo Brorsen, and Rebecca 
Colson. 

22 Wallis

Juniors from Society No. 16, Ennis, 
had their first meeting of 2018. They 

elected officers, planned events for the Spring, and 
made a craft.

Officers for Junior Society No. 16, Ennis are Reporter-Matthew 
Cabrera, Vice-President Gabe Matous,  Secretary-Kate Chandler, 
President-Katelyn Smith, and Treasurer-Audriana Cabrera.

Pictured are members at the January meeting. Front row-Easton 
Ruffin, Jake Ruffin, Nash Ferguson, Adelynn Liska, Coye Fer-
guson, Madi Matous, Lucas Matous. Back row- Conner Rejcek, 
Gabe Matous, Justin Hutyra, Brenden Ruffin, Noah Cabrera, Mat-
thew Cabrera, Audriana Cabrera, Kate Chandler, Hannah Kriska, 
Katelyn Smith.

16 Ennis

Society members assisted at the 
Catholic Daughters of America 

Super Bowl Fundraiser that was held at the Need-
ville Fire Station.

Pictured (L to R) are Brittany Wesneski, Aida Vela, Junior Direc-
tor Linda Pavlicek and Michelle Vela. Aida is a Junior member of 
Society No. 85 Damon.

85 Damon

At their January meeting the Ju-
niors voted on new officers for 

2018.  

Pictured (L to R) they are Katy Krenek - Secretary, Jazmin Vaculin 
- Treasurer, Gracen Dach - President, Cade Hubnik - Reporter 
and Chase Hubnik - Vice President.

Pictured are winners of the gift cards to Wal-Mart at the January 
Meeting. Left to right are Reagan Mueck and Jazmin Vaculin.

21 Marak

On Sunday, February 4th, the Ju-
niors had a Super Bowl Chip-n 

-Dip Sale after Mass. The Juniors are participating 
in the People helping People program that allows 
the Juniors to receive matching funds from the State 
Office. After Mass, they had a meeting to vote on a 
parish project. The Juniors voted on purchasing new 
silk flowers and bell ringing ropes for the church.   

Pictured (L to R in front) are Ian Brunson, Jett Vaculin, Kate Kopri-
va, Claire Kopriva. Pictured (L to R in back) are Lindsey Vaculin, 
Madison Brunson, Bryce Givens, Cutter Hubnik, Chase Hubnik, 
Adison Dach, Cade Hubnik, Katie Krenek, Gracen Dach, Tessa 
Vaculin, Kenley Harris and Junior Director Debbie Vansa.

21 Marak
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By Anne Wick,
State Co-Ordinator of Jr. Activities

Catholic Family Fraternal JournalJanuary/February 2018

Hello to all members of the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-K.J.Z.T.  Junior 
Division activities are already being planned for 2018. These activities will fast 
be approaching and will give plenty of exciting opportunities for you to get 
involved.  

There will be District Meetings held in your area in which we encourage every-
one to attend and participate in with family and friends. The District Meeting 
schedule, the location of your meeting, and other information are published in 
this issue of the journal. 

There will be Camp Guardian Angel coming up and starting on Sunday, June 
24th thru Wednesday, June 27th. It is a great event where Junior members can 
experience a lot of fun and spiritual activities. Members ages 7 thru 17 can 
attend.  For your information we have reached our limit with the number of 
campers the camp can accommodate, so once we have reached our capacity the 
campers will be put on a waiting list.  The campers can sell raffle tickets to help 
defray the cost of camp.  

There will be a Junior Division Day and Awards Ceremony held on Saturday, 
July 28th in Hostyn honoring our State Royalty and Junior members who par-
ticipated in the Junior Program throughout the 2017 year. 
 
A very important Reminder to all Junior Directors or anyone who is working 
with the Juniors. You must be certified under the Safety Environment of our 
Children Program with their Diocese and also they must complete two forms, 
a K.J.Z.T. Camp Guardian Angel – Criminal Background Check and K.J.Z.T. 
Camp Guardian Angel Criminal Background Check Policy.  The forms have 
been mailed to the Junior Directors.  If more forms are needed, please let me 
know.

Hopefully the announcements about the upcoming events will remind you to 
take time to attend each activity and participate in the fellowship with our mem-
bers.  

Looking forward to seeing you there.

Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas supports its local 
junior groups. To start one, contact State Co-Ordinator 
of Junior Activities Anne Wick at (979) 263-5317.

2018 Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas 
Junior Division State Project: Photo

All photos must illustrate a “PORTRAIT” (Mom, Dad, Brother, 
Sister, Grandparents, any Relative or Friends).  All photos must be 
8 inches x 10 inches.  No matting, mounting, or framing is allowed.  
Include the following information on the back of the photograph: 

•	 Portrait of an Individual who inspires you the most and
•	 Who the person is to you
•	 Participant’s name
•	 Age
•	 Society’s name, number
•	 City/Town

1.	  Age pre-school (2) through December 31st of high school 
graduation year may participate.  A junior must be of pre-school age 2 

on January 1, 2018.

2.	  Age requirement is determined by age as of January 1, 2018 
to exhibit the project for that age group.

3.	 Project (photo) is to be exhibited at the annual Catholic Fam-
ily Fraternal of Texas District Social/Meeting and then be judged on 
State Level following the end of all the District Socials/Meetings.  

Awards will be awarded during Junior Division Day and 
Awards Ceremony.  

4.	 The Junior must be present and in Junior Division Uniform to 
exhibit project and all work must be that of a Junior member.

5.	  All work must be done as a Catholic Family Fraternal of 
Texas – K.J.Z.T. Junior Division project. The photos will be taken to 

the State Office for State Judging.

Group A  (age 2-4 years) ---- Color Page  (is also provided)
Group I    (age 5-8 years)

Group II   (age 9-11 years)
Group III (age 12-14 years)
Group IV (age 15-17 years)

Judging is based on the photo lighting, technique, and 
creativity/originality for the age level.

GOOD LUCK!
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CATHOLIC FAMILY NEWEW MEMBERS

Abby Mae Ruiz is a new member of Society No. 
4 Praha. She is the daughter of Kristen and Luci-
ano Ruiz. Her grandparents are Allen and Marilyn 
Cerny. Abby’s great-grandmother is Georgia Cerny. 
Mrs. Cerny is President of Society No. 4 Praha. Ab-
by’s sister, Emmy, is also a K.J.Z.T. member. 

Rylyn A. Farnsworth is a new member of Society 
No. 45 Tours. He is the son of Karla and Steve 
Farnsworth, II. Rylyn’s grandparents are Hattie 
and Richard Filer. His great-grandparents are Matt 
and Lillian Filer. Rylyn’s sister, Joslynn, is also a 
K.J.Z.T. member.

Walker Ulrich is a new member of Society No. 10 
Fayetteville. He is the son of Robyn and Travis 
Ulrich. His grandparents are Rhonda and Randy 
Kovar. Walker’s great-grandparents are Jim and 
Rose Rohde. Mrs. Rohde is President of Society No. 
10 Fayetteville.

Catholic Family Fraternal Journal January/February 2018 January/February 2018

Brailey M. Hackett is a new member of Society No. 
11 West. She is the daughter of Cassie Hackett and 
the granddaughter of Connie Hackett. Brailey has 
two half-brothers, Broede Smith and Brayden San-
chez, who are also members of K.J.Z.T.
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  We knew her as Mama.  Some may have 
known her as Wilhelmina, which is the name 
she always told us as we were growing up, or 
maybe just Wilma, but most knew her as Bar-
bara.
  Barbara Wilhelmina Veselka was born the 
second of three children to August and Mary 
(Lanik) Veselka at their home on March 15, 
1937 in El Campo.  Barbara passed away on 
May 27, 2017 at Eagle Lake Nursing home 
surrounded by her loved ones.
  On August 11, 1953 Barbara married her first 
love, Ervin John Rucka, and to this union elev-

en children were born.  They were happily married until his death in January, 
1985.  Barbara found love again with Preston O. Davis and they were married 
on July 4, 1989 until his death in October, 2010.
  Barbara attended El Campo High School and finished the 10th grade.  Af-
ter Ervin became ill in August 1973, Barbara went to work, at Heritage House 
Nursing Home, working the night shift so she could be home in the mornings to 
get the kids off to school.  She achieved her GED and obtained her Medication 
Assistant Certification from Prairie View A&M University and worked at Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital until her marriage to Preston.
  Barbara was preceded in death by her parents, both husbands, sister Mary Lou 
Bowers, sons-in-law David Gatliff and Dennis Polach, grandson Clinton Noska, 
and great grandsons Max and Madden Machac.  
  Barbara is survived by her children and their spouses Michael and Sylvia 
Rucka of Eagle Lake, Ramona and Cliff Ray of Eagle Lake, Linda and Leonard 
DeOto of Tucson AZ, Gary and Lynn Rucka of Eagle Lake, Denise and Michael 
Thompson of Garwood, Loretta Zajic of East Bernard, Brenda and Steve Potter 
of Columbus, David Rucka of Eagle Lake, Karen and Randy Epps of Colum-
bus, Beverly and Jon Wunderlich of Weimar, and Brian and Lynn Rucka of East 
Bernard.  Also step-children Charlotte Broesche of Nassau Bay, Sandra and 
Bill Lamb of Round Mountain, Kay and Larry Johnson of Jewett,  James and 
Jean Davis of Burnet, and Kenneth and Belinda Davis of Spring and brother 
AJ and Sandra Veselka of Trinity, brother-in-law Albert and Josephine Rucka 
of El Campo and sister-in-law Mary Ann and William Shelton of East Bernard.  
Barbara is also survived by 27 grandchildren, 11 step grandchildren, 32 great 
grandchildren and 8 step great grandchildren and several nieces and nephews. 
  In lieu of flowers, donations in Barbara’s honor may be directed to the Eagle 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department, PO Box 38, Eagle Lake, Texas 77434 or the 
charity of your choice.

Barbara Rucka Davis
March 15, 1937 - May 27, 2017
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  Wanda Ruth Netek O’Leary recently passed 
away in Austin, Texas. A native Texan, Wan-
da graduated from Incarnate Word Academy 
in Corpus Christi, the same city in which she 
would eventually meet the love of her life, 
Lawrence D. O’Leary. 
  Married in 1958, Wanda and Larry, enjoyed 
living in various cities throughout the state and 
found adventures in traveling the back roads of 
the state, as well as the rest of the world. Her 
ideal Sunday afternoon was a drive to wher-
ever the road might lead, as long as she and her 
husband were together. One of their many road 

trips led them to Shiner, Texas, one of the cities they called home, and where 
Wanda became President of the Pilot Club of Shiner, which serves to influence 
positive change in communities by providing an outlet for service. 
  She and Larry moved to Austin for the second and final time in 2008. Since 
then, Wanda frequently volunteered at both the Travis County Republican Club 
as well as the Republican Party of Texas State Headquarters in Austin. In every 
city in which she and Larry lived, Wanda was an active member of her local 
Catholic parish, serving in a variety of ministries, including being a liturgical 
minister. She enjoyed celebrating masses at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church in 
Austin and actively sought opportunities to volunteer her time. Proud of her 
Czech heritage, Wanda was a lifelong member of the K.J.Z.T. and the K.J.T. fra-
ternal societies and was a lifetime member of the St. Anne Society #116. Wanda 
loved her family and loved to volunteer to help others. 
  Wanda was preceded in death by her husband, Larry O’Leary, her brothers 
Norman Netek and Frank Netek, Jr., and her parents, Angela Netek and Frank 
Netek, Sr. She is survived by her daughter Louri O’Leary and son-in-law Jim 
Harrison; her daughter Tarri Miller and life companion Kevin Thornton, and her 
grandchildren Joshua Miller, Jordan Miller, and Madison Miller.

Wanda O’Leary
August 7, 1936 - January 21, 2018

  Effie Ann Piwetz passed away the 1st of January 2018, at the age of 93. She 
was born on the 9th of December 1924, to William and Mary Jasek in Fayette-
ville, Texas. After graduation from high school as Valedictorian at the age of 16, 
she left home for Houston and enrolled at Southwestern Business University. By 
the age of 18 she was working as a bookkeeper for Hoelscher Furniture Com-
pany. Four years later, in 1946, she married Florian “Pete” Piwetz, also from 
Fayetteville who had recently returned home from the war in Europe where he 
served in the Army Air Corps. They would be married for 67 years before his 
passing in 2014.
  A woman of great strength and drive, she would balance a life of work, service, 
and family. Effie was a dedicated mother, raising five children at their home 
in Houston, but the family’s roots were firmly planted in Fayetteville where 
Effie and Pete maintained a homestead. She loved the outdoors, and was an ac-
complished gardener. During the fall she and Pete could always be found in the 
Texas Hill Country hunting and enjoying the wildlife. Summers were not com-
plete without the family’s annual trip to Rockport, where Effie loved to teach 
her grandchildren how to catch and cook crabs.
  While raising her family, Effie continued to be very active in the Catholic 
Family Fraternal organization, the K.J.Z.T. In her many years of service she 
held multiple positions including Vice President, State Director, Treasurer, and 
Secretary. The Piwetz family was also one of the founding families for St. Ce-
cilia Catholic Church, and they were active in many festivals including the St. 
Cyril and Methodius Heritage Day Celebration. Effie and Pete were proud of 
their ancestry, and were members of the Czech Heritage Society of Texas. She 
was known for her Kolaches and Klobasnikys which were devoured quickly 
at all family gatherings. Effie’s traditional Czech rohlicky butter cookies were 
renowned among the family and brought outrageous prices at every reunion 
silent auction.
  She is survived by her daughter Jackie LeMoine (Michael), her sons Michael 
(Mary Jo), Mark (Eddy Kay) and Martin (Mary) Piwetz, her 11 grandchildren 
and 8 great-grandchildren. She joins her husband Florian and daughter Janis 
Esenwein in eternal rest. 

Effie Ann Piwetz
December 9, 1924 - January 1, 2018
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is remem-
bered by the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas 
with an Annual Enrollment in the K.J.Z.T. 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of the 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. offer 
their deepest sympathy to the bereaved families of 
our departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
1	 YOAKUM		  ANNETTE (JANECEK) O’SHEA		  12/16/2017		  68
5	 SHINER		  DARLENE (BERGER) POKLUDA		  11/18/2017		  65
6	 BRYAN		  NORMA (STEPHENS) KUCERA		  11/27/2017		  81
11	 WEST			   MARTHA (HOLUB) HOSEK			   11/29/2017		  85
11	 WEST			   LILLIE (KOLAR) MYNAR			   11/26/2017		  93
11	 WEST			   HELEN (MARAK) KLISH			   11/27/2017		  87
16	 ENNIS			   MEAGAN (SLOVAK) GOULD			  9/29/2017		  33
16	 ENNIS			   ROSE (KULHANEK) NOVY			   12/5/2017		  89
16	 ENNIS			   BETTY (LEKAR) ROGALA			   3/3/2017		  76
16	 ENNIS			   JO ANN (PRACHYL) JURICA			   7/2/2017		  77
18	 GRANGER		  EMILIE (PAJESTKA) JAROLIK		  10/15/2017		  87
25	 PLUM			   JOAN (POLASEK) STAVINOHA		  12/10/2017		  82
25	 PLUM			   MARY (SEDLACEK) ZBRANEK		  12/20/2017		  88
30	 EAST BERNARD	 BESSIE (LAITKEP) HLAVINKA		  11/12/2017		  97
30	 EAST BERNARD	 CELESTINE (REJSEK) KUCERA		  11/6/2017		  90
30	 EAST BERNARD	 AGNES (REJSEK) LITVIK			   12/4/2017		  84
31	 LA GRANGE		  LUCILLE (JURENA) CHILEK			   12/8/2017		  78
31	 LA GRANGE		  FELICIA (MEINARDUS) CHOVANEC		 12/17/2017		  94
32	 HOUSTON		  CAROL MAREK				    10/29/2017		  57
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 GEORGIA (KANA) PILGRIM			   11/9/2017		  91
38	 SAN ANTONIO	 EDITH (KANA) KATZFEY			   11/12/2017		  92
45	 TOURS			  MARY (REJCEK) MILLER			   11/9/2017		  90
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 ANNA (KLEPAC) ESZLINGER			  11/17/2017		  88
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 MARY (PETTY) REPKA			   5/24/2016		  81
59	 FORT WORTH		 ELLA (MUZNY) GREER			   11/14/2016		  92
72	 EL CAMPO		  NELL (TOBOLA) KIGHT			   10/15/2017		  91
72	 EL CAMPO		  LAWRENCE J VOLEK				   12/7/2017		  86
99	 BAYTOWN		  MARIE (DOLEZAL) COATES			   11/10/2017		  96
101	 VICTORIA		  JANELL (KALICH) KRUPPA			   10/28/2017		  91
108	 DALLAS		  LOUIS M PENA				    11/29/2017		  85
124	 TEXAS CITY		  FRANCES KORENEK				    10/24/2017		  89
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www.gruenemansioninn.com 

ANNOUNCING THE K.J.Z.T.  
“SHOW YOUR LOVE”  

CONTEST! 
GRAND PRIZE!   

$500 gift certificate to 
GRUENE MANSION INN  
in New Braunfels, TX! 

WEEKLY PRIZES! Three 
$25 e-gift card to Harry & 
David! 

www.harryanddavid.com 

HOW TO WIN! 
1. Go to our Facebook Page 

(www.facebook.com/KJZT.TEX) for 
instructions. 

2. Post a picture of you with YOUR LOVE  
(whoever and “whatever” it may be)! 

3. Call your friends and have them “like” 
your picture! 

4. The Top 3 ‘LIKE” getters win the Harry 
and David Gift Card each Friday! 

5. On March 1, 2018, the GRAND PRIZE 
WINNER will be drawn from the daily 
winners!    

RULES:   Contest runs Mondays through Fridays from 
February 1-28, 2018.  Contestants must live in Texas.  
K.J.Z.T. reserves right to refuse objectionable or obscene 
content.  Membership is not required.  There is no 
obligation of any kind implied.  Contestants must be 18 
or over.  For more information, please call 

844-KJZT-TEX 


