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Retirement Announcement
  Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. is announcing the retirement of Loretta 
Stahl, President/CEO, effective March 31, 2018. Loretta has dedicated over 32 years of 
service to our Fraternal.
  Loretta joined the Fraternal in 1976. She became a member of Society No. 135 in Austin, 
where she volunteered as Junior Director for 5 years, Society President for 17 years, and 
served as State Co-Ordinator of Junior Activities for 3 years. Loretta began her employ-
ment at the State Office in 1979 as Assistant to the State Secretary and State Financial 
Secretary. In 1992, she was appointed State Vice President, and in 2009 she was appoint-
ed President/CEO. 
  Pam Strickland, Vice President/Insurance Services has been appointed Interim President/
CEO. Pam began her career with Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. in March 
of 1996 as Assistant to the State Financial Secretary and in 2006 was appointed Assistant 

State Financial Secretary. In 2007, Pam was appointed State Financial Secretary and was 
appointed VP/Insurance Services in 2008. 
  Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. would like to express gratitude to Loretta Stahl for the many years of 
service she has given to the Fraternal. We would like to extend our prayers and best wishes to her in this much deserved 
retirement.

The Board of Directors
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. 

See page 5 for more details.

Catholic Family Fraternal of  Texas - K.J.Z.T. 
along with the Catholic Union of  Texas - the K.J.T. 

are endorsing
“A Czech Heritage Pilgrimage to Prague”

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Czech Statehood 
& Feast Day of St. Wenceslas

Presented by Journeys of Faith with Ceci
September 22-30, 2018
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Traveling Unity Rosary

For the intention of the unity of our Fraternal and God’s Blessing upon the world through the interces-
sion of the Blessed Mother. At the Annual Board Meeting, held January 23-24, 2018, State Director Sally 
Long proposed a Traveling Unity Rosary. A Rosary blessed by State Chaplain Father Gary Janak would be 
given to every Society. This Rosary would travel through the Society to be said for special intentions for 
unity of the Fraternal, for God’s blessings and for the intercession of our Blessed Mother upon the world. 
Our Spiritual intention is to have one member per day praying for our Fraternal and the World. 

Loving Father,
As I prepare to pray this rosary, I open my heart to your love and I seek to draw closer to the 
Sacred Heart of your Son and to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Blessed Mother. Of the 

many intentions I include in the recitation of this rosary, I also pray for your blessings upon our 
Fraternal, the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas. Lord, may we be united in our effort to pro-

claim and live the Good News of Jesus and may our members, especially those who are sick and 
those who are dying, experience your healing love. I also pray your blessings upon our world 
and for peace in our families and among all nations. We are confident that you guide us in our 

daily work and we take comfort in knowing your Son Jesus will bring all to completion when he 
returns again. Like Blessed Mary, we pray Father we will remain close to your Son, for we ask 

this, and all things, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady assumed into heaven…pray for us.

State Chaplain Fr. Gary Janak to be Honored 
Emmaus Center of the Diocese of Victoria

Announces their 1st Annual Roast & Toast

  The event will be held May 12, 2018 at 7 p.m. at the Our Lady of Victory Cathedral Center in 
Victoria, Texas. This year’s honoree will be Fr. Gary Janak, State Chaplain for K.J.Z.T., on the 
30th Anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.
  Father Gary was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Victoria on May 14, 1988 and has served 
his Diocese in so many ways. In addition to serving as Pastor/Rector of Our Lady of Victory 
Cathedral and the Vicar General and Chancellor for the Diocese of Victoria, he is also one of the 
founders and the Executive Director of The Emmaus Center. It is an organization near and dear to 
his heart.
  The mission of The Emmaus Center is assisting others on their journey of life, especially during 
times of hurt, psychological distress and relational instability.  It is Jesus who is the Divine Healer 
and the counseling team of The Emmaus Center seeks to break open God’s healing love by assist-
ing clients to come to recognize the healing presence of God in their lives.
  Since opening in November of 2015, the staff counselors and spiritual directors of The Emmaus 
Center have served more than 745 clients from 54 parishes and mission churches in their Diocese. 
Clients pay a minimal fee for their session which does not cover the actual cost of this ministry. 
The Center is hoping this fundraising benefit will help cover operating costs for the upcoming year. 
  If you are interested in attending, sending a letter for Fr. Gary, or donating to this endeavor, please 
call The Emmaus Center at 361-212-0830. You can also contact the Emmaus Center at 1508 E. 
Airline Street, Victoria, TX 77901 or email Annie Coffey at acoffey@victoriadiocese.org 
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

Are We a People of the Tomb 
or of the Resurrection?

In this time of Easter joy, we reflect on the experiences of the first disciples of Jesus.  In the twenty-fourth chapter of the Gospel of Saint Luke, we read of what 
took place after our Lord’s crucifixion:  “...at daybreak on the first day of the week they took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men in 
dazzling garments appeared to them.  They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.  They said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living one among the 
dead?  He is not here, but he has been raised...”  

The women, who set out to anoint the body of Jesus, were asked an important question:  “Why do you seek the living one among the dead?  He is not here, but 
he has been raised.”  These fifty days of the Easter season also offer us the opportunity to reflect upon an important question:   Are we a people of the tomb or 
a people of the resurrection?  So often we spend too much time in the “tomb”, looking at the past, getting caught up in overwhelming doubt and negativity, prac-
ticing too much fault-finding, participating in addictive behaviors,  exemplifying a lack of affection and love for our spouses and family members and failing to 
live our commitment to Christ.  Jesus was not found in the tomb and when we choose to remain in it, we become stagnant in our relationship with God and in 
our interactions with one another.   

To be a people of the resurrection is to recognize new life is within us and all around us.  I am blessed to be privy to it on a daily basis.  In celebrating the sacra-
ments, I witness people in a state of lifelessness come to know again the life-giving love of Christ.  In counseling with married couples who are experiencing 
brokenness in their relationships, I am overjoyed when forgiveness is exchanged, communication is restored and they choose to faithfully live again their vows.  

I vividly recall one such resurrection between a husband and a wife.  Their marriage was crumbling before their very eyes.  The husband thought he no longer 
loved his wife, as he once did, and it appeared to me that he was searching for something that was impossible for him to ever find. Their pain was evident and 
both of them literally were wasting away physically, spiritually and emotionally from the tension and uncertainty.  After months of counseling, and endless pain 
and tension, the husband filed for divorce.  I will always remember how defeated I felt; that I could not have helped them more to heal their marital discord.  

Several months later I received a call from the wife.  She said her husband wanted to speak with her.  I encouraged her to meet with him.  That night, he asked 
for her forgiveness and the opportunity to reconcile.  Cautiously, both peered into the empty tomb of their marital problems, just as Peter and John had done at 
the tomb of Jesus on that first Easter Sunday morning.  It was empty.  They realized the hope of their marriage did not lie in an empty tomb of regrets; in holding 
on to past hurts or in endless blaming.  Their hope was found in what Jesus promises:  resurrection.  They chose, in the weeks that unfolded after their initial 
reconciliation, to forgive and to let go.  They did not want the experience again of the crucifixion or the coldness of an empty, dark tomb.  They wanted resurrec-
tion.  They prayed for resurrection.  They began to understand that resurrection comes only after crucifixion and Easter Sunday only after Good Friday.  Jesus 
offered them resurrection and they accepted his gift.  What seemed to be dead came to life again.  

To see them together today is indescribable.  They are happier than ever before and active in their parish family.  Their pain and darkness brought them insight 
and hope.  They now recognize the initial demise of their marriage was the responsibility of both of them.  They allowed the world to take hold of them; raising 
young children to consume them; and the lack of couple prayer time and heartfelt communication to drain them.  Today, they still have problems like all married 
couples experience, but they have resurrection and a new resolve not to make the same mistakes.  What a joy it is for me to witness such a resurrection!  

In this season of Easter, let us ask ourselves, “Are we a people of the tomb or a people of the resurrection?”  Jesus has been raised from the dead.  Alleluia!  Why 
would we ever attempt to seek the Living One among the dead?  If you consider yourself right now to be in the tomb, pray for the gift of resurrection!

In Christ, Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain
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Statement of Condition 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T.

December 31, 2017

ANNUAL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING

January 23 and 24, 2018
Tuesday, January 23, 2018
  The Annual Board Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, January 23, 2018. 
All Board Members were present. Pam Strickland, VP/Insurance Services, and 
Carrie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller, and Father Gary Janak, State Chap-
lain, were also in attendance. The meeting began with a prayer led by Father 
Gary and the Pledge of Allegiance.
  The Board of Directors appointed Joyce Kurtz as Lead Director.
  The minutes of the 2017 October Quarterly Board Meeting and the 2017 De-
cember Special Board Meeting were reviewed.
  The Investment Ratification Report was presented and reviewed.
  There was a discussion on the Convention Gift disbursements. The disburse-
ments of Convention Gifts will be processed in January.
  Loretta Stahl, President/CEO, suggested having the American Fraternal Alli-
ance (AFA) conduct a Board Retreat. She will call the AFA for more informa-
tion.
  The Consent Agenda was reviewed and discussed.
  The Board nominated Grace Vinklarek, retired State Officer and State Director, 
to be the honoree at the Texans of Czech Ancestry (TOCA) banquet to be held 
on March 24, 2018.
  A meeting regarding rebranding was scheduled for March 7, 2018.
  Jim Wiest, Marketing and Sales Manager, presented his annual report.
  A historical marker to commemorate the Fraternal’s 125th year was discussed 
and approved.
  The meeting was adjourned with a prayer led by Father Gary.

Wednesday, January 24, 2018
  The Annual Board Meeting continued on Wednesday, January 24, 2018. All 
Board Members were present. Pam Strickland, VP/Insurance Services, and Car-
rie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller, were also in attendance. The meeting be-
gan with a prayer led by Director Long.
  Mike Janak, Investment Advisor, joined the meeting. Mr. Janak presented and 
discussed the Investment Portfolio.
  The Board conducted interviews for the Fraternal Events Coordinator position.
  Kirk Gravely, with Allen Bailey and Associates, joined the meeting. Mr. 
Gravely presented the credited interest rates, annuity death benefits and term 
repricing.
  No changes were made to the credited interest rates.
  An Ambassador, to spread the Fraternal word to Senators and Representatives, 
was chosen to represent our Fraternal in Washington, DC.
  There was a discussion on the survey results and reconstructing our website.
  The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Strickland
VP/Insurance Services
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. 

		  XV		    04-21		  Reg. at 11 a.m. with Meal & Meeting to Follow		  Reef Seafood, 1301 31 ½ St., Texas City		  124 Texas City
		  XI/XII		    06-10		  TBA							       TBA						      48 Cameron
		  III/VIII		    07-15		  TBA							       TBA						      85 Damon
		  XVI		    09-15		  TBA							       TBA						      32 Houston
		  V		    09-30		  Reg. at 12:30 p.m. with Meal & Meeting to Follow	 Sacred Heart Parish Center, 539 E. Pearl St.	 31 La Grange

Assets December 31, 2017 December 31, 2016

Bonds and Stocks $132,629,951 $127,792,347

Mortgage Loans $6,407,681 $8,009,253

Real Estate $349,369 $378,525

Certificate Loans $157,757 $166,923

Cash and Other Assets $11,859,776 $8,492,071

Total Assets $151,404,534 $144,839,119

Liabilities

Certificate Reserves $124,099,189 $124,254,861

Accumulated Dividends $0 $0

Investment Reserves $3,475,202 $3,318,712

All other Liabilities $9,815,177 $3,971,653

Total Liabilities $137,389,568 $131,545,226

Surplus $14,014,966 $13,293,893

Total Liabilities & Surplus $151,404,534 $144,839,119

“Share Your Love” Contest Winner
  Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wi-
est presented an award to Mary Janssen 
of Victoria for winning the “Show Your 
Love” Facebook contest.
  Mary won a Bed and Breakfast Getaway 
at the Gruene Mansion Inn near New 
Braunfels. Her name was drawn from 
those who submitted pictures of them-
selves with their “Love” on the K.J.Z.T. 
Facebook page. Mary’s love is her hus-
band Doug. To see Mary’s submission, as 
well as the other entries, visit K.J.Z.T. on 
Facebook.

Other News



Page 5Catholic Family Fraternal JournalMarch/April 2018

		  XV		    04-21		  Reg. at 11 a.m. with Meal & Meeting to Follow		  Reef Seafood, 1301 31 ½ St., Texas City		  124 Texas City
		  XI/XII		    06-10		  TBA							       TBA						      48 Cameron
		  III/VIII		    07-15		  TBA							       TBA						      85 Damon
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  All Members and their families are invited to attend and participate in the activities of the District Family Socials and 
Meetings. Merit Pins of Recognition and 50-Year and 75-Year Membership Pins will be presented to eligible Members 
in recognition of their dedication and years of service and membership. The Junior Divisions of the various Societies will 
participate in their District's Meeting and Activities. Come out to meet your fellow members!

Event Times Meeting PlaceDate

2018 District Meeting Schedule

District Hosting Society

Let’s Play Ball with “K.J.Z.T. Vipers”!
  Meet the K.J.Z.T. Vipers! K.J.Z.T. and State Director Joyce Kurtz joined 
in promoting the Fraternal by displaying a sign at the Hallettsville Little 
League Field. Sales Agents Mary Ann Marek and Eric Bludau also contrib-
uted towards the sign. State Director Joyce Kurtz sponsored the team for the 
2018 season. So far, the 8 member team is undefeated! We wish them all the 
best for the remainder of the season.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Kimber Janak, Ava Shimek, Lyla Grahmann and Addyson Williams. 
Pictured (L to R in middle) are Chloe Grahmann, Heidi Grahmann, Kayla Kurtz and Kenzie Kurtz.
Pictured (L to R in back) are Ashley Grahmann, Bradley Grahmann, Coaches, State Director Joyce 
Kurtz, Jason Kurtz and Amanda Kurtz, Coaches/Managers.

Other NewsA Czech Heritage 
Pilgrimage to Prague

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary 
of Czech Statehood 

& Feast Day of St. Wenceslas
with Bishop Patrick Zurek, Spiritual Director

Fr. Bob Knippenberg, State Chaplain, the K.J.T.
Lori Janak, Group Leader

Land & Air from Dallas or Houston $3695

September 22-30, 2018
Presented by Journeys of  Faith with Ceci

Endorsed by Catholic Family Fraternal of  Texas - K.J.Z.T. 

and Catholic Union of  Texas - the K.J.T.

For More Information Contact:
Ceci Triska - 979-543-8575 email: ceci.triska@gmail.com

Select International Tours at 
800-842-4842 susan@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.com

Save the Date!

K.J.Z.T. Family Fun Day - July 22, 2018
More information coming soon!
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Member Judy Vaculin Represents Fraternal in Washington
  The American Fraternal Alliance selected six representatives from Alliance members to spread the Fraternal message to their Representatives and Senators on 
Capitol Hill on Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Of the pool of applicants, K.J.Z.T. Society No. 21 Marak member, Judy Vaculin, was one of the chosen to tell her story 
to enhance the awareness of the Fraternal brand on Capitol Hill. Fellow Alliance members that were represented were Thrivent, Modern Woodmen of America, 
Woodmen Life, Sons of Norway and Woman’s Life. Following is what Judy had to say of the experience:
  “I was truly honored to be selected to present our Fraternal and tell our story on Capitol Hill about the wonderful things our Societies do to help others.  
  This was my first time to fly alone and go to Washington!!! On Tuesday, after meeting in the lobby of our hotel, we took a walking tour of the Capitol! We walked 
back to the hotel and had a welcome reception and dinner. I was assigned to Texas 2 table with Koby and Shannon Bryant from Colleyville, Texas and Sharon 
Koester from Riesel, Texas.  I also met the Texas 1 table where members were from Austin, Conroe and The Woodlands. Most were from Thrivent and Modern 
Woodmen of America.
  On Wednesday, we met with President and CEO of American Fraternal Alliance, Joe Annotti, and had a Capitol Hill Advocacy training and practice sessions.  We 
departed for the Capitol at 1:00 p.m., and yes, we walked again!  Our first meeting was with Representative Bill Flores’ office, followed by Representative Pete 
Sessions’ office, and finally, we met with Senator Ted Cruz’s office. We walked back to the hotel for a wonderful dinner with a Senator from North Carolina as 
the speaker.
  On Thursday, we walked back to the Capitol and went to Texas Thursday coffee with Senator John Cornyn and shook his hand and had a picture with him. We 
also met with his Legislative correspondent after coffee. Our last meeting was with the Office of Representative Kenny Marchant.  Our lunch was back at the hotel 
with a wrap-up session on our meetings.  We encouraged our elected officials to co-sponsor Senate Concurrent Resolution 7 and House Concurrent Resolution  
10.  Eight million Americans belong to Fraternal benefit societies around the country and operate within one of 25,000 local chapters - one of the largest member 
volunteer networks in the country. 
  After lunch, I headed home. It was a wonderful experience I will never forget!!!”

Other News

Above: Pictured is Judy Vaculin (middle) with 
Koby and Shannon Bryant, friends from Thrivent. 
They are from Colleyville, Texas.

At right: Pictured is Judy Vaculin with President 
and CEO of American Fraternal Alliance, Joe An-
notti.

Above: Pictured is Judy Vaculin with a statue of 
“our beloved Sam Houston!”.
Top center: Pictured (L to R) are Kate Goin (Thri-
vent); Abbey McCoy (Thrivent); Koby Bryant 
(Thrivent); Shannon Bryant (Thrivent), Senator  
John Cornyn; Kaysi Bell (WoodmenLife); Pam 
Koch (Thrivent); Judy Vaculin (KJZT); Sharon 
Koester (Thrivent).
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  Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. is proud to announce that 52 Societies have achieved Platinum Status, 6 Societies achieved 
Diamond Status, 2 Societies achieved Ruby Status and 1 Society achieved Rhinestone for the year of 2017. Each recognized Society will 
receive a funding check to be used to help with operations. 
  The Board of Directors, State Officers and State Staff extend their gratitude to these dedicated Societies who give so much of their time 
and service to their churches and communities.
  
The following are the winning Societies:   

PLATINUM STATUS
Society No. 1 Yoakum
Society No. 2 Hallettsville
Society No. 3 St. Mary’s
Society No. 4 Praha
Society No. 5 Shiner
Society No. 6 Bryan
Society No. 7 Dubina
Society No. 10 Fayetteville
Society No. 11 West
Society No. 12 Sweet Home
Society No. 15 Corn Hill
Society No. 16 Ennis
Society No. 18 Granger
Society No. 20 Cistern
Society No. 21 Marak
Society No. 22 Wallis
Society No. 23 Hostyn
Society No. 24 Ammannsville
Society No. 28 Frenstat
Society No. 29 Frydek
Society No. 30 East Bernard
Society No. 31 La Grange
Society No. 32 Houston
Society No. 37 Hochheim
Society No. 40 Poth
Society No. 41 Ellinger
Society No. 42 Sealy
Society No. 43 Ganado
Society No. 44 Moravia
Society No. 45 Tours
Society No. 46 Corpus Christi

RUBY STATUS
Society No. 75 Jourdanton
Society No. 83 Flatonia

RHINESTONE STATUS
Society No. 126 Palacios

Congratulations to the 
2017 Status Societies!

Society No. 47 Industry
Society No. 48 Cameron
Society No. 49 Needville
Society No. 53 Wied
Society No. 65 Holman
Society No. 69 Smithville
Society No. 72 El Campo
Society No. 85 Damon
Society No. 89 Sinton
Society No. 93 Austin
Society No. 99 Baytown
Society No. 101 Victoria
Society No. 104 Abbott
Society No. 108 Dallas
Society No. 111 Edna
Society No. 114 Houston
Society No. 115 Freeport
Society No. 118 Taft
Society No. 124 Texas City
Society No. 125 Houston
Society No. 130 Georgetown

DIAMOND STATUS
Society No. 14 Moulton
Society No. 17 Nada
Society No. 34 Hobson
Society No. 66 Weimar
Society No. 77 Rosenberg
Society No. 100 Bay City

What are Status Certificates?
  Status Certificates are awarded each year to those Societies who have com-
pleted a number of activities through the K.J.Z.T. Fraternal Program.
  For 2017, 52 Societies fulfilled all qualifications of an active Society and 
completed 11 activities, including: holding 3 quarterly meetings and an Annual 
Meeting and Social, holding a Mass for all living and deceased members, sub-
mitting annual activity and financial reports, notifying their State Director of all 
events, referring a new member, inviting elected officials to events or visiting 
their office, holding a Parish Fundraiser or Work Project, holding a Community 
Fundraiser or Work Project and attaining an increase in membership. Phew!
  As you can see, Society Officers and active members of the Fraternal Program 
are no strangers to hard work!
  For each status, Platinum, Diamond, Ruby, Turquoise or Rhinestone, the 
Society receives funding to hold more events, fundraisers and give donations to 
worthy causes! 
  Status Certificates recognize those who have qualified. If you have the chance, 
please congratulate the Society Officers in your Society!

  The Universal Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. 
Prayer Day will be once a month on the first Sunday of each 
month. 
  Please offer a prayer for all Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas 
– K.J.Z.T. members and each other’s intentions.
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Congratulations to the 2018 Recipients 
of the 75-year Membership Pin!

DISTRICT I

1 YOAKUM
DOROTHY NORDLOH
MARGARET M LOOS
IRENE SHEPHERD
LORENE NERADA
MARY E KNIPPA
MILDRED DORNAK
MARIE SCHUMACHER
ANNIE LA JOIE
ADELLA KUTAC

2 HALLETTSVILLE
GEORGIA HAAS
MARCELLA HENKE
IDA V BLUDAU
MADELINE MIGURA
MARY A PAVLISKA

5 SHINER
HELEN FEHNER
MARY KOENNING
ELIZABETH L NOVAK
THERESA J BORDOVSKY
BARBARA LLOYD
ELAINE M GERLICH
MARTHA NEVLUD
AGNES POLASEK
ELSIE KURTZ
CHARLENE WEBER
14 MOULTON
ANGELINE WAGNER
ANGELINE JALUFKA

53 WIED
ANITA L SCHULTE
PATRICIA A JURICA
THERESA HARSCH
ELIZABETH M BOEHM
AUGUSTA A KELNAR
HELEN M JANAK
MARY ANN STOCK

DISTRICT II

4 PRAHA 
HATTIE A STRYK
MARY ANN LEV
JOSEPHINE MIKULIK
GENEVIEVE LOCKSTEDT
VICTORIA (GREER) OAKES
GEORGIA A CERNY
ROSE MARIE JANAK
BEATRICE PATEK

7 DUBINA
BETTY LEE WARD
MARY ANN DEMEL
LILLIAN RABEL
MARY E MILLER
GEORGIE MAE RAINOSEK
BERNICE E SCHOENFELD
MARY ANN KANA

24 AMMANNSVILLE
BETTY J MACHALEC
ELIZABETH WAGNER
GLORIA MIKSCH
PATRICIA WINKLER

44 MORAVIA
MARJORIE MCCASLIN
NAOMI A STAHA

66 WEIMAR
VENDELINE HALLIBURTON
FLORENCE HOLESOVSKY
CHARLENE SPIES
CAROLINE HILL
MARJORIE GRUNEWALD
MARY DEMEL
EMMA P MERGELE
CATHERINE BERTSCH
CAROLINE GROHMANN
BEATRICE JALOWY

83 FLATONIA
ANNETTE POKLUDA

DISTRICT III

10 FAYETTEVILLE
EVELYN KNEBLIK
DOLORES ROWLETT
HENRIAN CANIK
GEORGIA ANN WAVRA
MARIE ANN PRIHODA
BERNICE M RIPPLE
HENRIETTA JEAN MALOTA

17 NADA
JO ANN TRUMAN
LILLIAN GOHLKE
BERTHA A LEOPOLD

33 HILLJE
ROSIE M PUSTEJOVSKY
ROSE MARIE STRNADEL
GEORGIA ANN LUTRINGER

41 ELLINGER
GLADYS POLASEK

47 INDUSTRY
JOYCE M SUSEN
DOROTHY M MOYE
GEORGIA L GIBSON
ELIZABETH PRZYBORSKI

DISTRICT IV

34 HOBSON
ESTHER NESTER
ELIZABETH F DZIUK
CARLEEN PAWELEK

38 SAN ANTONIO
GLADYS M WAGNER
BARBARA J TRAVIS
PATRCIA V DOEGE
MARY A WACLAWCZYK
BEVERLY A KELLER
CAROLE STEHLING
NANCY LOU SHAW

40 POTH
ANNA DELL KOWALIK
PAULINE J BAYER
CECELIA K JARZOMBEK

75 JOURDANTON
MARY TEPERA
MARCELLA DORNAK

76 RUNGE
BERNADETTE H STEVES
MARY ANN WORLEY
LENORE VAN ARSDALL

DISTRICT V

20 CISTERN
GEORGIA M THOMPSON

23 HOSTYN
LILLIAN KOETHER
ROSE KNIGHT
GEORGIA A VYVIAL
GEORGIA M POPP
PATRICIA DAVISON
LUCY A JANDA
MARY F BACA
JANE ELLA COPELAND
MARY MURAS
IRENE JANDA

25 PLUM
EDITH MUZNY
ELSIE VASEK
LUDMILA MACHALA
DOROTHY BERTSCH
GLADYS KRISTOF
AGNES WEIKEL
MARY ANN SRUBAR
BERNICE VELASQUEZ
JOAN SMITH

31 LA GRANGE
BERNICE GUETTLER
OTILLIE MATOCHA
LORETTA BRUGGER
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65 HOLMAN
MARGIE S SEIDL
CAROL K JOHNSON
ANNETTE MARIE YOUNG

69 SMITHVILLE
EVELYN KASSEY
PAULINE TAUER

140 BASTROP
CAROL HORYZA

DISTRICT VI

46 CORPUS CHRISTI
EVELYN L MARTINI
ROSALIE KOCUREK
MARY F PFARRDRESCHER
GLADYS LIPPINCOTT
LORENE MIKULIK
BERTHA LAMPLEY
ELIZABETH PATTERSON
ANNA LOUISE WEALTY
ANNA MAE LUEDECKE
LILLIAN DIERINGER
SOFIE A PERKINS
MARY ANN DWORACZYK
GLORIA PRINZ
ANNE NAJVAR
JOSEPHINE SCHMIDT
CATHERINE MOKRY
BARBARA POLACEK
JOSEPHINE EBERS
JOSEPHINE GLIDEWELL

89 SINTON
ELIZABETH AYRES
GERALDINE DIERINGER

DISTRICT VII

86 SEYMOUR
GERALDINE M FISCHER
FLORENE A BEREND
MARILYN P MARAK
MARILYN THURMOND

121 WICHITA FALLS
GEORGIA HALL

134 LUBBOCK
FRANCES A QUINLAN

DISTRICT VIII

22 WALLIS
EVELYN KUBICEK
GEORGIE M WREN
VIRGINIA VERM
MARY ANN SVEC
HELEN ONDRUCH
DOROTHY A GOODWIN
CORNELIA HINZE
VERONICA GENZER

29 FRYDEK
ANN J KNESS
DORIS K SODOLAK
CHARLOTTE L LISKA

30 EAST BERNARD
MARIE M VACEK
JOSIE MICAN
VERNICE JANIS
DOROTHY VIKTORIN
FRANCES M CHILEK
PATRICIA KRESTA
GERALDINE MICHULKA
HELEN PESEK
MARY ANN MORSE
ELAINE M WACHOLTZ

42 SEALY
DELORES M POWER
MARY J JURECKA
JO ANN ZARUBA
THERESA PYKA
GERTRUDE RUSSEK
CAROLINE RULEY

49 NEEDVILLE
MARCELLA HACKSTEDT
ELIZABETH KAACK
MARIE SKARPA
JEANETTE McDANIEL

77 ROSENBERG
ANNIE PONCIK
HELEN KROLCZYK
ANNIE KNESEK
CLARA H SULAK
MARIE JANE BUCKNER
JOAN M RHEMANN
GLORIA J MICAN
JANEY MARIE SCHUMACHER

NANCY TILLER
MARY ANN OLIVE

85 DAMON
ELIZABETH ANN PAYNE
PATRICIA DIRBA
MARY BRENNER

120 SUGARLAND
MARGIE BOCKHOLT
DOROTHY JEZ
CATHY MEWIS

DISTRICT IX

43 GANADO
MARY MALCIK
ELIZABETH HERRMANN
ALICE WRIGHT
WILLIE M EDWARDS
JOSEPHINE B TATER

72 EL CAMPO
HELEN DORNAK
MARY ANN DLUHOS
GEORGIA HLAVATY
DOLORES GREEN
EMMA MRNUSTIK
WILLIE MAE EHLER
CHARLENE JOHNSON
VLASTA C BARTOS
CATHERINE CERNY
DELORES HERZIK
CAROLYN FOEGELLE
JOSEPHINE JURICA
ROSEMARY NOHAVITZA
PAULETTE HANKS

100 BAY CITY
GEORGIA HICKL
MILADA C BABIK
ROSE SMITH
HELEN MOZLEY
ELIZABETH ORSAK

101 VICTORIA
DOLORES M STRYK
ADRIANA M CERNOCH
ANNA HAGEL
STELLA E HARDIN
AGNES LOUISE SEMBERA
JANETTE WILSON

MAXINE J HARRISON
PASCHALINE M KUTAC
MARY T FRITZ
BEATRICE DIERINGER
MARGARET HANSLIK
MARY JANE SRALLA
PAULINE STURM
BERNICE YANTA
PAULA M KAINER
MARTHA C DAY

111 EDNA
BEATRICE PORCHE
BARBARA A MUEGGE
GEORGIA ANN ORSAK

DISTRICT X

11 WEST
HELEN C RAUSCHUBER
HELEN ZAPALAC
BARBARA RECEK
MARCELLA VANCE
HENRIETTA LITTLETON
GEORGIE MARIE HUTYRA
HELEN MATUS
DOROTHY M SULAK
JANICE BERNSEN
PEGGY J DONOHUE
GERALDINE LAUBERT
ROSEMARY LICHNOVSKY
DORIS TOBOLA
WILLIE MAE RYDEL

16 ENNIS
ANNIE F REEVES
HELEN AUTREY
GERALDINE R ZHANEL
MARY F TROJACEK
GERALDINE VALEK
MARY FRANCES HETMER
VICTORIA VLK
LUCY V HONZA
GEORGIE A NEKUZA
ELLA SPANIEL
LILLIE M ELZNER
CECELIA SALIK
GERALDINE A SPANIEL
HELEN SLOVAK
BETTY JEAN NOVAK
BETTY J STONE
GERALDINE AUTREY



Page 10 Catholic Family Fraternal Journal March/April 2018 March/April 2018

DOROTHY A MIKEL
JUSTINA KUTIL
GERALDINE PETRUS
JO ANN STRUNC
LILLIE MAE MACALIK
MARY J SPANIEL
PAULINE A JURICEK
MARY A LAMKIN
MARGARET MARTINEK
GEORGIA POLAK
WILMA M MATUS
HELEN JO NOVY
DOROTHY MATOUS
BETTY ZAPLETAL
PATRICIA ODLOZIL
BERNICE GEE
PATRICIA J JURIK KOVAR
MARIE E SHURDEN
ADELL POUZAR
BETTY J SEBIK
MARGARET M HOLY
JOSEPHINE HICKMAN
FRANCES DIVIN
CATHERINE SKRIVANEK
MARGARET A ZABOJNIK
IRENE JURICA
DOROTHY BOBALEK

45 TOURS
WILLIE MAE PODSEDNIK

59 FORT WORTH
BESSIE RINEY
MARGARET A LAYMANCE

104 ABBOTT
PATRICIA MAREK
ANTOINETTE SNAPKA
ANNIE MACH
MARY JACKSON
KATHLEEN PUSTEJOVSKY
LUDMILLA TUFNELL

108 DALLAS
CECILIE GALLIA
MARTHA HUFF
MARGARET VITOVSKY
EMILY SVRCEK
BETTY JANECKA
GERALDINE ZALKOVSKY

117 WACO
MILDRED STANISLAV
DORIS GAYDEN
DORIS KONVICKA
LILLIAN SODEK

127 ARLINGTON
CAROLINE KASKA

DISTRICT XI

15 CORN HILL
MARIE TSCHOERNER
DOROTHY TSCHOERNER
AGNES TSCHOENER
BERNADETTE KELLERMAN
EDITH M PORFIRIO
MARY E KOCH
ALICE SIMEK
LILLIAN LARSON

18 GRANGER
MARTHA CERVENKA
MARGARET VRANA
GEORGIE J STRMISKA
AGNES KURTIN
ANGELINE HAVELKA
MILDRED MICHALIK 
EVELYN KROPP
EMILIE HUTKA
THERESA GING
MARTHA LEFNER
IRENE VRABEL
ANGELINE LANE
IRENE STOJANIK
LORETTA HAJDA
SR. BARBARA LYNN HYZAK

19 TAYLOR
MARY ANN STAUFFER
MARY ANN WOOD
GERTRUDE ANN KRENEK
LILLIAN KASPAR
LILLIE VANEK
TONYA CONNOR
EVELYN CERVENKA
BARBARA R BOHAC
ADELLA M ROSIPAL
DOROTHY A KOVAR
ALOMA M NAIVAR
DOROTHY A SHILLER

BARBARA R MEYER
MARY ANN MOKRY

21 MARAK
ANGELINE KOSTROUN
DOROTHY ZAROSKY
CATHERINE A SKRABANEK
MARTHA MARIE DACH
JEANETTE HUNDLE

93 AUSTIN
GEORGIA K CHAMBERLAIN
VIRGINIA M MATULA
FLORENCE M NEAL
LILLIAN HOSEK
SYLVIA G ETHRIDGE
BARBARA J KOLINEK
MARY E HOOPER
DIANE LUNG
ANNIE HYZAK

130 GEORGETOWN
EVELYN WERCHAN
SYBIL MOKRY
GEORGIA ANN WILLIAMS

135 AUSTIN
AGNES E BUNN
GEORGIA A (LARITZ) DAVIS

DISTRICT XII

6 BRYAN
SUE F MALY
LILLIAN HOLUBEC
MARGIE DLABAY
GERALDINE SCHNEIDER
ROSE MARIE BORISKIE
CHARLOTTE PONZIO
JOAN W SAMPSON 
MARTHA J CAMPBELL
MARY E HOVORAK
JANE A CANATELLA

27 CALDWELL
DOROTHY MUZNY
KATHRYN MCMANUS

DISTRICT XV

115 FREEPORT
GEORGIE L PEKAR
ANNA MARIE VRAZEL
MARTHA L SCHAATT

124 TEXAS CITY
JUANITA F BILEK
MARTHA M COPPEDGE

DISTRICT XVI

32 HOUSTON 
MARTHA BAYER
LORINE FAJKUS
GRACIE PERRARD
BARBARA A STOEVER
 
99 BAYTOWN
OLGA E SVRCEK
ROSE MARIE HURST

114 HOUSTON
AGNES ONDREY
CHRISTINE DEMNY
MARY L MACHACEK
IRENE DITTRICH
JOHNNIE MAE BROKMEYER
DOLORES PARKER

125 HOUSTON
MARY KREJCI
VIRGINIA M BENNETT
GABRIELA GABLER
MARJORIE M PERRY
GEORGIA TEER
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Congratulations 
to the 2018 

75-Year Membership 
Pin Recipients!

75
Membership pins and other merit pins 
are presented to members at their local 

District Meeting. 

Pin recipients will receive invitations to 
the meetings so they may be honored. 

For recipients not able to attend their 
local District Meeting, their pins will 

be mailed out to them after the meeting 
is over. 

We hope you can all join us 
at your local meeting!

Interest Rates on New Deposits

Please note interest rates may be changed without notice and will take effect on anniversary date.

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.50%
$50,000 or more    = 1.75%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

(Rates are guaranteed 
for 3 or 5 year surrender 

charge period)

Pope Francis’ 
Prayer Intentions

May 2018
The Mission of Laity. That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific 
mission, by responding with creativity to the challenges that face the 
world today.

June 2018
Social Networks. That social networks may work towards that inclu-
siveness which respects other for their differences.

CFFT.KJZT cathfamTX

www.kjzt.org

The next issue's deadline is May 16th.

Please send your articles and photos to:
Pam Strickland, Editor, P.O. Box 18896 

Austin, TX 78760-8896

Editors Note: 
-The Fraternal Journal will not return photos.

-Articles may be sent to info@kjzt.org
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      NSociety         w        s 
Smiles! Granting smiles is the spe-
cialty of the Catholic Family Fraternal 

of Texas. State Director Betty Vacek, and Genevieve 
Malott brought a smile to the face of the director of 
the Pregnancy Center of the Coastal Bend. They de-
livered the first of four annual checks from monies 
awarded during this past year’s Convention. 

Pictured (L to R) are Genevieve Malott, Director of the Portland 
Pregnancy Center - Jana Pinson, and State Director Betty Vacek.

118 Taft

Rev. Donald Ruppert of 
East Bernard celebrated 

his 40th Anniversary of priesthood on January 21st. 
Father Don is the Chaplain of K.J.Z.T. St. Anne’s 
Society No. 30 in East Bernard.

Pictured is Society President Angeline Grigar presenting Father 
Don a check.

30 East Bernard

        On Thursday, February 22, 2018, St. 
Elizabeth, Society K.J.Z.T. No. 6 in 

Bryan sponsored tables at the annual 40 Days for 
Life banquet at 7:00 p.m. held at the Brazos County 
Expo Center in Bryan.  Catholic Family Fraternal 
of Texas was prominently displayed in the program 
as Table Sponsor.  Officers and members attending 
were:  Liz Zemanek, Jo Ann Zaeske, Alisa Zubik, 
Loretta Lanicek, Linda  Holubec, Pat Moss, Mel 
Hall, Linda Stetz, Fred & Cheryl Wenck, Carl & 
Lorraine Roesler, and guests, Ramona Roesler, Ja-
nine & Dave Barry.  People of all faiths come to-
gether to pray, gather information, socialize, and 
fundraise in support of life.  Part of the funds from 
our annual K.J.Z.T. community fundraiser Garage 
Sale is contributed to 40 Days for Life.
  After the opening prayer and meal, Shawn Car-
ney, President and CEO of 40 Days for Life gave 
the Organization Report.  During his time at Texas 
A&M University, he helped lead the first-ever local 
40 Days for Life campaign and later served as Ex-
ecutive Director of the local Coalition for Life made 
up of more than 60 churches.  From its beginning, 
Shawn has been instrumental in growing 40 Days 
for Life nationally and internationally.  He lives in 
Texas with his wife and six children.  Shawn, a great 
speaker himself, gave an inspiring Report, which 
was followed by another enthusiastic talk by Ante 
Calijkusic, a young pro-life Catholic activist and 
former religion professor, from Croatia, founder of 
Croatia for Life, the association which coordinates 
40 Days for Life in Croatia.  In 2014, Ante and Pe-
tra Milkovic (who is now one of the national lead-
ers of 40 Days), gathered 1,400 people  who kept 
vigil in front of the Sisters of Mercy Hospital in 
the nation’s capital of Zagreb.  Since then, 40 Days 
for Life has spread to 27 other Croatian cities.  He 
said 56 million babies have been killed by abortion 
alone, which equals the total killings coming from 
ALL other causes!  “We are in a battle with evil, a 
battle that will be won on our knees, all as a result 
of prayer.”  Ante is directing a documentary film on 
40 Days for Life, which will be released this year.  
He and his wife, Sara, who is also active in 40 Days, 
have two children.   
  The Board Report was given by Matt Britton, Chair 
and General Counsel, after which the Speaker of 
the evening was introduced:  Jewels Green, from 
Philadelphia.  Jewels is a regretful and repentant 
post-abortive mother, suicide attempt survivor, and 
former abortion clinic worker turned ardent human 
rights advocate.  Jewels was raised fatherless by a 

6 Bryan Hippie and was formed by feminism and advocacy 
for reproductive rights.  She became pregnant out of 
wedlock at age 17 and used drugs.  Realizing deep 
in her conscience that she was carrying a baby, she 
cancelled her first abortion appointment but later 
had the abortion.  After college and graduate school 
and working in abortion clinics, Jewels was sur-
rounded by strong women of choice, and her job at 
the abortion clinic was that of auto clave, counting 
baby parts after an abortion to make sure nothing 
was left in the woman having an abortion.  It made 
her uneasy, and she almost quit, but came back and 
talked to her superior who said, “What we do here is 
end a life; it’s that simple.  If you are not okay with 
it, you can’t work here!”  Abortion workers could 
not say the words “baby,” “fetus,” or “abortion.”  
They called pro-lifers “anti’s,” and abortions doctors 
charged several hundred dollars for each abortion, 
doing them as fast as they could going from room 
to room.  All of this still did not make Jewels quit 
her job, but she noticed that on a few days a week a 
man with a picture of Our Lady of Guadalupe was 
praying outside the clinic, and she couldn’t get him 
out of her mind—he planted the first seeds for her 
later conversion.  Later, she encountered someone 
who was a surrogate mother by in vitro fertiliza-
tion on contract to carry the baby, but when the 
baby was later found to have Down’s Syndrome, the 
surrogate was ‘paid in full’ on her contract to abort 
the child—eliminating an inconvenient life.  That’s 
what changed her, her eyes were opened and she 
realized her past role in the deaths of thousands of 
babies.  In January, 2011, she could finally say out 
loud:  “I am pro-life,” and started getting the mes-
sage out of what happens behind those closed doors 
of abortion mills.  Jewels has appeared on TV and 
radio programs and is featured in the above upcom-
ing documentary 40 Days film.  She is a stay-at-
home mother to three wonderful boys.
  The generous attendees at the banquet donated 
thousands of dollars for 40 Days lifesaving work.  
What started in the Brazos Valley is changing the 
world.  In 1998, Planned Parenthood opened the 
first abortion facility in the history of the Brazos Val-
ley.  In response, thousands of concerned commu-
nity members joined together to form the Coalition 
for Life.  In 2004, the Coalition launched 40 Days 
for Life, an initiative of prayer and fasting, peaceful 
vigils, and community outreach.  40 Days for Life 
has since grown into a WORLDWIDE movement, 
mobilizing 725,000 volunteers in 675 cities across 
40 countries.  



  As a result -- 14,047 babies lives have been saved 
- 170  abortion workers have quit their jobs - 94 
abortion facilities closed…including the Planned 
Parenthood in Bryan!  For more information or to 
donate go to www.40DaysforLife.com  
  Report by: Liz Zemanek, K.J.Z.T. No. 6, Bryan

Pictured (L to R) are Linda Stetz, Liz Zemanek, Alisa Zubik, Mel 
Hall, Jo Ann Zaeske, Pat Moss, Carl & Lorraine Roesler, Linda 
Holubec, and Loretta Lanicek.

Pictured (L to R) are Loretta Lanicek, Linda Stetz, Liz Zemanek, 
Linda Holubec, and Pat Moss.
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On February 14th, Ash Wednes-
day, Society No. 43, Assump-

tion, BVM parish, sponsored a Valentine and birth-
day party for residents of Ganado Nursing & Rehab. 
The members served cake, strawberries and punch 
and gifts for the birthday honorees were given. En-
tertainment was also provided. 

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Lanoe Macha, Katherine 
Wesselski,  Helen Andel, Treasurer Frances Vesely, Debbie 
Hicks, President Cecilia French, Charlotte Andel, Secretary Alice 
Wright and Mary Ann Peters.

43 Ganado

Recently, members had a raffle 
ticket fundraiser for scholarships 

at the Annual Sts. Cyril and Methodius Altar Society 
Dinner.

Pictured (L to R) are Mark Buchta, Marilyn Buchta, Carol Buchta, 
and Sara Wleczyk.

85 Damon

Recently, organizations of 
Queen of the Holy Rosary 

church participated in a “Helping Hands Day”. 
The group cleaned, chopped, fertilized, clipped 
roses, trimmed bushes and trees around the 
church and church property.
  Organizations participating were the K.J.Z.T., 
K.J.T., Knights of Columbus, Catholic Daughters 
of America, Living Rosary group and Christian 
Mothers.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Patrick Janda, Father Dan, Joyce 
Muras, Brenda Fietsam and Lillian Kallus. Pictured (L to R in 
back) are Dennis Muras, Thomas Kozel, Edward Kozel, Doug 
Janda and Miguel Rios.

23 Hostyn

The Society held a fundraiser 
and presented Mark White 

with a check to help with his continuing studies 
of becoming a Deacon.

Pictured (L to R) are Sharon Steglich, Deborah Hensel, Presi-
dent Marilyn Gaydos, Mark White, Pat Greger, Kathy Janke 
and Henrietta Hajda.

18 Granger

Debra Blansitt of the Schul-
enburg Food Pantry was pre-

sented a check for $400.00 as a donation from the 
Society.

Pictured (L to R) are Debra Blansitt, Linda Besetzny and 
Dawsyn Guenther, a new member.

65 Holman

As a result of a fund-
raiser, the Society was 

able to present a check to their Pastor, Rev. Don 
Ruppert for the benefit of their parish vacation 
bible school program.

Pictured (L to R) are President Angeline Grigar, Father Don 
and Vice-President Gladys Dusek.

30 East Bernard

May 5, 2018



he was jogging and a large tree branch fell on him 
crushing his back and leaving him paralyzed from 
the waist down, but went on to become a state 
district judge, Attorney General of Texas, and 
now Governor. He said that our lives as Texans 
are defined by the challenges that come our way. 
During Hurricane Harvey, for instance, Texans 
didn’t quit. They came to the rescue, as Texans al-
ways do. He said if we all work together, there is 
no challenge that can keep us down and no prob-
lem we cannot solve, and we will have written the 
next chapter in the great state of Texas history.
Submitted by Liz Zemanek, Secretary/Reporter, 
K.J.Z.T. No. 6, Bryan

Pictured (L to R) are Irmie Goode, Linda Holubec, and Liz 
Zemanek.

Pictured is Gov. Gregg Abbott.
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Three K.J.Z.T. No. 6 Bryan mem-
bers attended the 2018 Reagan Day 

Dinner at the Brazos Center in Bryan on Friday, 
March 16, 2018, where the Keynote Address was 
given by Texas Governor Gregg Abbott. The 
event was sponsored by the Republican Party of 
Brazos County. Hundreds showed up to have din-
ner and get fired up to bring more conservatives 
to the polls this November and help keep Texas 
red. Speaking and introducing Gov. Abbott was 
our State Sen. Charles Schwertner, who urged us 
not to become complacent in supporting and cam-
paigning for conservative candidates, and said we 
will be in big battles the next few years, and de-
pending on who wins will result in the type of 
state and country we leave for our children and 
grandchildren.  
  Gov. Abbott took the stage and stated we are 
better off now than four years ago, and Texas is in 
the lead regarding the economy, jobs, education, 
law enforcement, and right to life. And sanctu-
ary cities have been banned in Texas. But despite 
all the improvements, there is a lot of work to be 
done and continued by conservatives of all ages, 
knocking on doors and talking to relatives, neigh-
bors and friends about voting to keep Texas free 
and conservative. Gov. Abbott stated that Texas is 
one of the most sought out places to live by peo-
ple seeking freedom, and one of the reasons Tex-
as is such a free and democratic place is because 
of Republicans. “Texas is a state I am proud to 
be governor of,” he said. He also stated we need 
to be aware of the millions of dollars George So-
ros is pouring into non-conservative candidates 
throughout the state and U.S.—those who want 
big government, are pro-abortion, not family ori-
ented, and believe in sanctuary cities.  He said we 
cannot allow the great state of Texas to fall into 
their hands.
  Gov. Abbott was injured early in his life when 

6 Bryan

St. Anne’s Society No. 
10, K.J.Z.T. Fayetteville 

sponsored a public square rosary in support of 
traditional marriage. They stood together in soli-
darity with partners in faith throughout America.

10 Fayetteville

The Society sponsored 
a bake sale for “Meals 

on Wheels” and Lavaca Transit on March 24th 
and 25th at the Sweet Home Parish Hall.

12 Sweet Home

The Society sponsored a St. 
Joseph’s Table food drive on 

March 17th and 18th to help replenish their lo-
cal food bank. The people of their parish donat-
ed food or money to help with the project. They 
thank all who participated in its success.

Pictured are some of the items that were donated.

23 Hostyn

Czech bingo was the highlight of 
the March meeting. The Society 

had bingo cards with the Czech name for various 
parts of the body instead of numbers. They prac-
ticed saying the Czech words when confirming 
a bingo. There were a variety of fabulous bingo 
prizes. Some of the happy winners were (top to 
bottom) Linda Johnson, Sarah Vitek, Irene Grie-
co, and Phyllis Teykl. A good time was had by all.

93 Austin
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By Jim Wiest FIC, CFFM, 
Sales and Marketing Manager

Planning 
Your Estate

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Living with 
Diabetes

  Diabetes mellitus continues to be a major health problem in the United States, 
but the good news is it can be controlled and allow people to live a normal life.  
Diabetes is the medical condition when the body does not produce enough or 
properly respond to the hormone, insulin.  Insulin usually controls the body’s 
blood sugar levels in a narrow range.  A person with diabetes must take extra 
measures to properly control blood sugarswith the idea of trying to prevent 
other medical complications into the future.
  Most diabetics are classified as type II, meaning they produce some insulin but 
it’snot effective to control blood sugars well enough.  Type I diabetics produce 
little or no insulin and must receive supplemental insulin to survive.  Living 
with diabetes requires extra attention to diet, weight control, exercise, and usu-
ally medication.  If the diabetes is not well-controlled, too much glucose in the 
blood can lead to serious health problemssuch as heart disease, nerve damage, 
or kidney disease.  
  A common complication of diabetes is diabetic neuropathy.  This nerve dam-
age  makes it difficult for nerves to send messages to the brain and other parts 
of the body.  Common complaints are burning, numbness, or tingling sensation 
in the feet or legs.  When the sensation is affected, diabetics can develop sores 
on the feet which they may not be able to feel, leading to infection with difficult 
healing.
  Diabetic retinopathy refers to eye problems caused by damaged blood vessels 
in the back of the eye or retina.  This retinal damage can lead to blurred vision 
or in severe cases, actual blindness.  An eye specialist should check a diabetic’s 
eyes at least once a year to monitor for retinal changes from diabetes.
  Diabetic nephropathy refers to kidney damage from the ravages of poorly 
controlled blood sugars over time.  Kidneys affected then have difficulty filter-
ing out waste products from the blood.  Advanced kidney failure can make 
kidney dialysis necessary to avoid further complications.  Doctors will usually 
check for protein in the urine as an early sign of diabetes affected the kidneys.  
  Stroke and heart disease can also result from diabetes mellitus.  Those with 
high blood pressure, who smoke, have a family history of heart disease, or who 
are overweight have even greater risk for heart disease or stroke.  Your doctor 
may recommend a cholesterol medication to help lower risk of these severe 
complications of diabetes.
  Keeping blood sugars controlled as closely as possible can lessen, slow down, 
or even prevent many of the complications of diabetes.  Treatment is important 
because thelonger the diabetes is uncontrolled,  the more potential damage to 
your health.  The medical community has never had more prescription treat-
ment options, including newer,long-acting insulins to help promote good blood 
sugar control.  Take control to manage your diabetes instead of letting it bring 
complications your way.

  Nearly everyone has an estate.  Your estate is comprised of everything you 
own— your car, home, other real estate, checking and savings accounts, invest-
ments, life insurance, furniture and personal possessions.  No matter how large 
or how modest, everyone has an estate and something in common—you can’t 
take it with you when you die.
  When that happens—and it is a “when” and not an “if”—you probably want 
to control how those things are given to the people or organizations you care 
most about.  To ensure your wishes are carried out, you need to provide instruc-
tions stating whom you want to receive something of yours, what you want 
them to receive, and when they are to receive it.  You will, of course, want this 
to happen with the least amount paid in taxes, legal fees, and court costs.
  That is estate planning—making a plan in advance and naming whom you 
want to receive the things you own after you die. However, good estate plan-
ning is much more than that. It should also:
•	 Include instructions for passing your values (religion, education,
	 hard work, etc.) in addition to your valuables.
•	 Include instructions for your care if you become disabled before you die.
•	 Name a guardian and an inheritance manager for minor children.
•	 Provide for family members with special needs without disrupting 
	 government benefits.
•	 Provide for loved ones who might be irresponsible with money or 	
	 who may need future protection from creditors or divorce.
•	 Include life insurance to provide for your family at your death, 
	 disability income insurance to replace your income if you cannot 
	 work due to illness or injury, and long-term care insurance to help pay 	
	 for your care in case of an extended illness or injury.
•	 Provide for the transfer of your business at your retirement, disability, 	
	 or death.
•	 Minimize taxes, court costs, and unnecessary legal fees.
•	 Be an ongoing process, not a one-time event. Your plan 
	 should be reviewed and updated as your family and financial 
	 situations (and laws) change over your lifetime.
  Estate planning is for everyone.  It is not just for “retired” people, although 
people do tend to think about it more as they get older.  Unfortunately, we can’t 
successfully predict how long we will live, and illness and accidents happen to 
people of all ages.
  Estate planning is not just for “the wealthy,” either, although people who have 
built some wealth do often think more about how to preserve it. Good estate 
planning often means more to families with modest assets, because they can 
afford to lose the least.

continued on page 22...
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The Juniors held a meeting on Feb-
ruary 11, 2018 to discuss upcoming 

events. They will be helping at the Wallis Colum-
bus Club Hall Fish Fry on Friday, February 16th and 
23rd cleaning tables and emptying trash. They will 
also be bringing desserts for the Catholic Daughters 
Pastry Stand on those nights. 
  They will attend the Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m. 
on Friday evenings during Lent at Guardian Angel 
Catholic Church.
  The Juniors will be selling tickets for a BBQ Baked 
Potato Dinner at the Guardian Angel Parish Hall on 
March 4th (drive-thru plates only) on the following 
dates after Masses, February 17th and 18th as well 
as February 24th and 25th. They will have advanced 
tickets only, and proceeds will go toward scholar-
ships and general fund. 
  On March 25th, Juniors and adult members will 
be stuffing Easter Eggs at 11 a.m. in the CFF Build-
ing. On March 30th they will help the adults make 
goody baskets for the elderly and shut-ins as well 
as deliver them. On Saturday, March 31st, members 
will change out flowers for Easter in the Grotto.  So-
ciety members will throw an Easter Egg Hunt after 
9:30 a.m. Mass on Guardian Angel Catholic Church 
grounds.  
  On May 5th, Join Hands Day, the Juniors will be 
cleaning the Grotto outside the Catholic Church. 

Pictured (L to R) are Amanda Walger, Stephaniah Phillips, Re-
becca Colson, Payton, Connor, Jared, and Audra Brorsen (Junior 
Director). Not pictured are Alex Acuna, Sarah Kulhanek, and Riley 
Jo Brorsen.

22 Wallis

The Juniors from Society 16, En-
nis, had 3 booths at the Ennis Czech 

Fest held at the Sokol in February 10th. Thirty-six 
juniors (in 4 shifts) helped with the Duck Pond, 
Marble Scoop, and Cupcake Wheel.

Pictured are Casen Cline, Tinsley Tobola, Marley Lytle, Adelynn 
Liska, Ella Vrana, Eli Gilburt, MacKenzie Tobola, Cooper Cline, 
Easton Ruffin, Hunter Ruffin, Jake Ruffin, Noah Cabrera, Justin 
Hutyra, Audrianna Cabrera, Conner Rejcek, Brenden Ruffin, and 
Tracen Tobola. Not all Juniors that worked are pictured.

16 Ennis

Junior members led Stations 
of the Cross for their parish 

on Friday, March 2nd. Afterward, they had their 
monthly meeting and made spring time cards for 
local nursing home residents.

Members who participated in Stations of the Cross are (front row 
L to R): Johnny Pustejovsky, Joel Lucas, Quintin Kaska, Trevor 
Kaska, Zander Kaska, Addison Pustejovsky, Camille Kaska, Molly 
Lucas and Rachel Alexander.  Second row: Ally Hanaway, Will 
Gerik, Allison Pustejovsky, Sarah Alexander, Dinah Kaska, Jo-
seph Alexander, Paxton Pustejovsky and Madison Lucas.  Third 
row: Jocelyn Kolar, Allison Murphy, Katie Hanaway, Kyle Gerik, 
Keaton Pustejovsky, Ryan Pustejovsky and Mariann Pustejovsky.  
Last row: Mallory Ballew, Molli Pustejovsky, Lydia Pustejovsky, 
Payton Pustejovsky, Katelyn Pustejovsky, Preston Pustejovsky, 
Lauren Gerik and Madison Murphy.

104 Abbott

Junior members attended the 
Day of Recollection hosted by 

the Ennis Junior Division on Saturday, March 3rd. 
Spiritual activities included outdoor Stations of 
the Cross, singing the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
confession and Mass.  Juniors were also treated to 
a pizza lunch, crafts and outdoor play. 

Juniors from Abbott who attended are pictured (front row): Joel 
Lucas, Molly Lucas, Will Gerik and Bryson Murphy.  On the 
back row are Madison Lucas, Ally Hanaway, Lauren Gerik, 
Madison Murphy, Katie Hanaway, Allison Murphy and Kyle 
Gerik.

104 Abbott

The Society took part in the 
Souper Bowl of Caring.

Pictured is Caroline Jetton.

85 Damon

The Juniors worked the craft table 
at the Annual Altar Society dinner.

Pictured are Aida Vela, Kyran Martinez, Abby Barton, Claire 
Jetton, Caylie Sebesta, Jenna Vela, Pat Maroul, Andrew Bar-
ton, Linda Pavlicek, Clayton Pavlicek and Caroline Jetton.

85 Damon
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Society No. 16 Juniors hosted a Day of Recollec-
tion. The theme was Jesus Loves Us. Juniors from 
Society No. 104 Abbott were able to attend. Dur-
ing sign-in, participants enjoyed a pizza lunch, 
then the afternoon started with prayer and songs 
of praise. Presentations about how Jesus loves us 
were given by Alisha Ruffin, Ennis Junior Lead-
er; Gabe Matous, an Ennis Junior member; and 
Joan Johnson, Alisha’s assistant. Indoor and out-
door games were played, then older Juniors and 
some young adult members led the Stations of the 
Cross at the parish’s outdoor Stations. Upon re-
turning to the meeting room, the Juniors enjoyed 
snacks and playtime on the outdoor playground. 
At 3:00 p.m. the Divine Mercy Chaplet was sung, 
then a craft of beaded crosses were made. Many 
members were also able to go to confession at 
this time. Closing prayers were said at 4:30 p.m., 
and many attended the 5:00 p.m. Mass and sat 
together.

Pictured are members from the Ennis and Abbott Junior Societies.

Pictured are the Juniors participating in outdoor Stations led by 
Junior members Katelyn Smith, Kate Chandler, Hannah Kriska, 
Gabe Matous, and adult members Matty Hutyra, and Kylie Rejcek.

16 Ennis and 104 Abbott The Juniors completed 
their Community/Parish 

work project for the Easter Season. They met on 
March 13, 2018 to pick up old faded flowers and 
clean graves in the Koerth Catholic Cemetery.  
Afterwards, all returned to Mrs. Kurtz’s home 
for their quarterly meeting. After the meeting, ice 
cream and cookies were served and enjoyed. 

Pictured (L to R) are Kayla Kurtz, Allison Mican, Madelyn Kurtz 
and Kenzie Kurtz. State Director/Junior Director, Joyce Kurtz, 
was there to guide and help.  

12 Sweet Home

The Juniors got together in March 
to clean the church.

Pictured (L to R) are Bryce Givens, Cade Hubnik, Chase Hub-
nik, Cutter Hubnik, Madison Brunson, Lily Brunson, Kenley 
Harris, Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Kate Kopriva and Page 
Kopriva.

21 Marak

The Juniors were in charge of Of-
fertory at Mass.

Pictured (L to R) are Claire Kopriva, Lily Brunson and Kenley 
Harris.

21 Marak

The Juniors held their monthly meet-
ing on Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 4:00 

p.m. and after the meeting, they made corsages for the 
women residents of West Rest Haven. Juniors will be 
making the boutonnieres at their April meeting for the 
men residents.

Pictured (L to R) are Zachary and Caleb Gerik, Ann Chapple, 
Jacob Divin and Tanner Marak.

11 West

The Juniors helped with a bake sale 
that was held on Saturday, March 24th 

at the St. Mary’s Parish Center.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Noah Plsek, Caitlyn Divin and M.J. 
Kostecka. Pictured (L to R in back) are Maverick Plsek, Jacob 
Divin and Tanner Marak.

11 West

Several Juniors attended the 
Good Friday services at the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in 
Penelope. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are Ally Hanaway, Bryson Murphy, 
Will Gerik and Allison Murphy. Pictured in back are Kyle Gerik, 
Madison Murphy, Mallory Ballew, Payton Pustejovsky, Preston 
Pustejovsky, Katie Hanaway, Katelyn Pustejovsky and Lauren 
Gerik. Not pictured are Jocelyn Kolar, Mariann Pustejovsky 
and Molli Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott
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The Juniors visited Twin 
Pines Nursing Home in Vic-
toria to visit and deliver toi-

letry goodie bags to the residents. 

Pictured (L to R) are Cullen Janecek, Miranda Bazan, Evan 
Janecek, Griffin Janecek, Hogan Bazan and Junior Director and 
VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek.

Pictured is Evan Janecek giving a hug to a resident.

Juniors participated in an Easter 
morning egg hunt and had a great 

time!

Pictured (L to R) are Caroline Jetton, Caylie Sebesta and 
Claire Jetton.

85 Damon

101 Victoria
The Juniors of Marak Society #21 
passed out bags of candy to the 

children after Mass on Easter Sunday.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, 
Ian Brunson, Bailey Vansa, Kate Kopriva and Gracen Dach. 
Pictured (L to R in middle) are Lily Brunson, Claire Kopriva, 
Adison Dach and Cutter Hubnik. Pictured (L to R in back) are 
Madison Brunson, Kenley Harris, Tessa Vaculin, Cade Hubnik 
and Chase Hubnik.

21 Marak

Society 16, Ennis, Juniors had a 
meeting on Divine Mercy Sunday. 

After discussing upcoming events and making a Di-
vine Mercy craft, the older members hid Easter Eggs 
for the little ones to hunt. After the egg hunt, the 
Juniors joined the adult members for refreshments. 

Pictured in front are Andie Gilburt, Hudson Ruffin, Jake Ruffin, 
Eli Gilburt, Casen Cline, Levi Lytle, MacKenzie Tobola, and 
Marley Lytle. Pictured in second row are Hunter Ruffin, Coo-
per Cline, Tinsley Tobola, Easton Ruffin, Madi Matous, Lucas 
Matous, and Brenden Ruffin holding Leo Gilburt. Pictured in 
back are KayLynn Long, Tracen Tobola, held by Gabe Matous, 
Matthew Cabrera, Adrianna Cabrera, and Noah Cabrera.

16 Ennis

 The Damon K.J.Z.T. Juniors do-
nated to a needy family.

Pictured are Kyran Martinez, Abby Barton, Aida Vela, Trevor 
Fojtik, Ronnie Dannhaus, their K.J.Z.T. driver, Clayton Pav-
licek, Jenna Vela, and Andrew Barton.

85 Damon

Junior members led Stations 
of the Cross and the Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy for their parish on Good Friday.

Pictured on the front row are (L to R): Allison Pustejovsky, 
Bryson Murphy, Dinah Kaska, Addison Pustejovsky, Molly Lu-
cas, Quintin Kaska, Joel Lucas and Camille Kaska. Second 
row: Ally Hanaway, Ryan Pustejovsky, Will Gerik, Grayson 
Pustejovsky, Riley Sustala, Paxton Pustejovsky, Seth Sustala 
and Madison Lucas. Third row: Mallory Ballew, Molli Puste-
jovsky, Allison Murphy, Katie Hanaway, Madison Murphy, 
Mariann Pustejovsky, Kyle Gerik and Lauren Gerik. Last row: 
Jocelyn Kolar, Payton Pustejovsky, Lydia Pustejovsky, Katelyn 
Pustejovsky, Keaton Pustejovsky and Preston Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Save the Date!

K.J.Z.T. Family Fun Day
July 22, 2018

More information coming soon!
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By Anne Wick,
State Co-Ordinator of Jr. Activities

To get involved 
with the Juniors 

in your area, 
contact Anne Wick 
at (979) 263-5317.

Group A 
1.	 Veda Roach
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

2.	 Kate Kopriva
	 - Society No. 21 Marak

3.	 Vesta Roach
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

4.	 Michael Huf
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

5.	 Matthew Sylvester
	 - Society No. 4 Praha

Group 1 
1.	 Cierra Shaver
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

2.	 Aida Vela
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

3.	 Quade Brothers
	 - Society No. 4 Praha

4.	 Stephaniah Phillips
	 - Society No. 22 Wallis

5.	 Owen Kaminski
	 - Society No. 49 Needville

Group 2
1.	 Jenna Vela
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

2.	 Kayson Roach
	 - Society No. 118 Taft

3.	 Connor Shaver
 	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

4.	 Caroline Jetton
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

5.	 Claire Jetton
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

	 Group 3
1.	 Megan Brothers
	 - Society No. 4 Praha

2.	 Kade Leist
 	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

3.	 Riley Jo Brorsen
 	 - Society No. 22 Wallis

4.	 Chase Janicek
 	 - Society No. 4 Praha

5.	 Connor Brorsen
 	 - Society No. 22 Wallis

Group 4
1.	 Kasi Schneider
	 - Society No. 85 Damon

2.	 Katarina Leist
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

3.	 Chelsea Brothers
 	 - Society No. 4 Praha

4.	 Hope Kapavik
	 - Society No. 5 Shiner

5.	 Sarah Kulhanek
 	 - Society No. 22 Wallis

Scrapbooks
1.	 Society No. 104 Abbott
2.	 Society No. 16 Ennis
3.	 Society No. 85 Damon
4. 	 Society No. 23 Hostyn

2017 Junior Division
State Craft and Scrapbook Winners

  It’s spring time again. A time for new beginnings and a fresh start for activities 
for the Junior Division which will be coming up this summer. It is also that time 
of year where we look forward to spending more time with family and friends.  
Here is information about the activities that will help you make plans for them. 
  Away We Go … to Camp Guardian Angel which will be held at the S.P.J.S.T. 
Campgrounds, in Ledbetter, Texas starting on Sunday, June 24th thru 
Wednesday, June 27th. The cost of camp is $167.00 and $20.00 for High & Low 
Ropes per camper. Active and Non-Active Juniors age 7 thru 17 may attend. It 
is a great way to get to know other K.J.Z.T. Juniors from the other Societies. If 
we reach the limit of campers the camp can accommodate, the campers will be 
put on a waiting list. So please register early. The deadline is April 30th.
  Extra Funds . . . raffle tickets and cookbooks are being sold by the Juniors to 
help them pay for the camp fees. If possible, support the Juniors by buying 
them.
  Fun and Let’s Celebrate … the Junior Division Day and Awards Ceremony 
will be held on Saturday, July 28th, hosted by the Hostyn Society No. 23 in 
Hostyn, Texas. Please make plans to attend and hope to see a lot of you there.  
  For A Job Well Done . . . WOW!  What great photos. Congratulations to all 
who placed and participated in the State Photo competition. Everyone was a 
winner to me. Thank you for participating.
  Let Us Know … the good news that is happening within your Society and send 
in the pictures and reports of your activities for publication in the Journal. Make 
sure to include all the names of everyone pictured.
  Let’s Pray . . . since the month of May is dedicated to our Patroness, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, let’s try to make special devotions to Her, like praying the 
Holy Rosary, have a May Crowning or even a Pilgrimage.
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CATHOLIC FAMILY NEWEW MEMBERS

Caroline R. Wells is a new member of Society No. 16 
Ennis. She is the daughter of Royce and Sara Wells 
of Fort Worth. Her grandparents are Jason Parma of 
Ennis, James and Angela Vaughn, Mike and Stacy 
Wells of Fort Worth. Caroline’s great-grandparents 
are Edward and Adail Parma, Joy Harris of Ennis, 
Jim Fisher of Harst, Sue Wells, John and Delisa Tay-
ler of Fort Worth.

Dawson Luke Muesse is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 118 Taft. He is the son of Jason and Jenna 
Muesse of Little Rock, Arkansas. Dawson is the 
grandson of Roger and Teri Mutchler of Sandia, and 
Leonard and Lily Muesse of College Station.

Madilyn Leigh Pine is a new member of Society No. 
118 Taft. She is the daughter of Alyssa and Chris 
Pine of Conroe. Madilyn is the granddaughter of 
Roger and Teri Mutchler of Sandia, and Rodney and 
Teri Pine of Spring.

Jacob A. Divin is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. He is the son of Jeffrey and Carrie Divin. Ja-
cob has a sister, Caitlyn.

Caitlyn A. Divin is a new member of Society No. 
11 West. She is the daughter of Jeffrey and Carrie 
Divin. Caitlyn has a brother, Jacob.

Alexandria Lee Adams is a new member of Soci-
ety No. 85 Damon. She is the daughter of Beth and 
Randell Adams. Alexandria is the granddaughter 
of Frankie and Patricia Maroul of Damon. She is a 
fourth generation K.J.Z.T. member.
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Allie Custer is a new member of Society No. 118 
Taft. She is the daughter of Anna Cluster.

Hailey J. Crawford is a new member of Society No. 
118 Taft. She is the daughter of Brenda Crawford.

Gemma DeVos is a new member of Society No. 118 
Taft. She is the daughter of Marie DeVos.

Joseph Paul DeVos is a new member of Society No. 
118 Taft. He is the son of Marie DeVos.

Our Family
A Circle of Strength, Founded on Faith...

Joined in Love...Kept by God.
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“In Memoriam”
  And now we say good-bye to you, our strong, 
sweet Mama – the “heart” of our family.  Helen 
Ann Stryk Muras passed peacefully from this 
life into Heaven on Tuesday, March 6, 2018.  
  Helen was born on June 19, 1924, to Frank 
and Albina Barta Stryk. For 93 years, “she 
lived a simple life of doing right, prac-ticing 
moderate wanting and abundant sensibleness.” 
She put first things first—she knew her priori-
ties and understood her purpose. She discarded 
things that were not important and focused on 
things that are—God, family and helping oth-

ers. She recognized that although life isn’t always easy, you can make it better 
by giving and sharing and showing—which is what she did.
  Mom was a child of the Great Depression. Her education was not as complete 
as she would have liked, but the “school of life” taught her well. She was our 
first teacher, our counselor, our nurse, a great example of loyalty to family, flu-
ent in two languages, a gifted “budgeter”, an exceptional speller, a self-taught 
piano player, and most of all, a prayer. She was a fine representative of Ameri-
ca’s Greatest Generation.  
  On January 22, 1951, Helen married Lad V. Muras, in Praha, Texas. They cel-
ebrated almost 61 anniversaries together and were blessed with eight children.  
She is survived by her daughters, Ann Hennig and husband Steve of Austin, 
Joan Riley and husband Bobby of San Marcos, and Linda Byars and husband 
Bill of Round Rock; five sons: Stephen Muras and wife Bernadette of Austin, 
Michael Muras of Praha, Mark Muras and wife Marizen of San Antonio, Jeff 
Muras and Perry Muras of Flatonia; 13 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by a brother Edwin and his wife Julie of Victoria, 
sister-in-law Delores Stryk of San Antonio, and numerous nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Lad, her parents, her sisters, 
Lillie Kalina, Sister M. Bernard Stryk, and Irene Orsak; her brothers, Frank 
Stryk, Reverend Jerome J. Stryk, Bernard Stryk, and Louis Stryk; nieces, Baby 
Ursula Kalina and Connie Marragia, and nephew, Gerald Kalina.  
  Mom was a longtime parishioner of Sacred Heart Catholic Church. She served 
as an honored volunteer who did whatever was needed. She also volunteered at 
the Oak Manor Nursing Center, visiting residents and helping with social activi-
ties. She was a member of the Praha K.J.Z.T. and the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas.
  Above all, Mom loved the Lord, the Blessed Mother, and her family. As the sun 
sets on a purpose-filled life, we are left to cherish the imprint Mom left on our 
lives as mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, sister, aunt and friend. Her 
spirit will live on in our hearts, and she will be missed more than words can say.
  Grandsons, Trey Riley, Matthew Muras, John Riley, JoeNathan Muras, Zach Hen-
nig, Luke Byars, Kian Muras, Justin Hamby, and Shawn Hornsby served as Pall-
bearers. She was laid to rest in the St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, in Praha, Texas.
  Memorials may be made to the Sacred Heart Catholic Church, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, or the Rev. Jerome J. Stryk Seminary Burse. To share words of 
comfort with the family, visit www.Smith-FuneralHomeFlatonia.com

Helen Ann Stryk Muras
June 19, 1924 - March 6, 2018

...continued from page 15, “Planning Your Estate”
  To assist you in this area, I would like to offer you a life guide titled “Planning 
your Estate.”  The purpose of this guide is to assist you in understanding the 
estate planning process and to serve as a framework resulting in the develop-
ment of a new estate plan or the updating of an existing plan.  This guide is free 
of charge and is available online or hard-copy.
  For your free guide, contact me by phone or email.  My information is below.

Jim Wiest FIC, CFFM
Sales and Marketing Manager
P.O. Box 18896
Austin, TX 78760
Local: 512-444-9586
Toll Free: 844-KJZT-TEX  (844-559-8839)
Fax: 512-444-6887
Mobile:  512-897-8338
jwiest@kjzt.org

Piwetz Family Donates Pins
  On January 1, 2018, we lost Effie Ann Piwetz from this world. Mrs. Piwetz 
was very active in K.J.Z.T. In her many years of service she held multiple 
positions, including Vice-President, State Director, Treasurer and Secretary.
  Recently, her family very generously donated the K.J.Z.T. pins that be-
longed to Mrs. Piwetz and were earned in her many years of involvement.   
  We would like to thank the Piwetz Family for sharing this wonderful piece 
of K.J.Z.T. history with us.
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is remem-
bered by the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas 
with an Annual Enrollment in the K.J.Z.T. 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of the 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. offer 
their deepest sympathy to the bereaved families of 
our departed members.

SOCIETY		  NAME					         DATE OF DEATH	         AGE

“In Memoriam”
1	 YOAKUM		  ALLIE ESTELLE (BOYD) HANNA			   3/8/2018			   96
2	 HALLETTSVILLE	 ALICE (KOCIAN) KALLUS			   2/7/2018			   73
3	 ST. MARY’S		  AUGUST ULCAK					    9/16/2017		  89
3	 ST. MARY’S		  ELIZABETH (PUSTKA) DARILEK			   11/28/2017		  98
4	 PRAHA			   CLARA (GRITZMAN) ZAPALAC			   12/1/2017		  85
6	 BRYAN			   CHERYL (HEIN) WYATT				    10/25/2017		  62
6	 BRYAN			   AGNES (SCHNEIDER) NOVAK			   2/10/2018		  87
6	 BRYAN			   NATALIE (BORISKIE) HANUS			   12/30/2017		  91
10	 FAYETTEVILLE		  EDGAR BAUER					     12/18/2017		  90
10	 FAYETTEVILLE		  LEROY JOSEPH DRYMALLA			   11/11/2017		  72
11	 WEST			   LILLIE (MYNAR) HROMADKA			   1/24/2018		  93
11	 WEST			   FRANCES (DIVIN) LEHR				    1/3/2018			   95
11	 WEST			   ELIZABETH (FILLIP) KOLAR			   2/7/2018			   86
12	 SWEET HOME		  WILMA (SCHINDLER) EBNER			   11/19/2017		  95
14	 MOULTON		  MARGARET (SATSKY) BERCKENHOFF		  1/29/2018		  86
14	 MOULTON		  EUGENIA (JEMELKA) PUSTEJOVSKY		  1/21/2018		  84
15	 CORN HILL		  ISABEL (HAVELKA) FIEBRICH			   9/8/2017			   73
15	 CORN HILL		  EDITH (HAVELKA) GOERTZ			   3/22/2018		  71
16	 ENNIS			   AGNES (KAPAVIK) CINEK			   1/9/2018			   79
16	 ENNIS			   ANDREA (NEKUZA) DIEHL			   10/17/2016		  56
16	 ENNIS			   PAULINE (PATAK) PRACHYL			   1/8/2018			   86
16	 ENNIS			   RUTH (DUSEK) CHMELAR			   9/5/2017			   88
16	 ENNIS			   MARY (HOLY) SYLVIA				    1/17/2018		  93
16	 ENNIS			   JANIE (BELHA) JAKUBIK				   1/16/2018		  80
16	 ENNIS			   ANTONIA (SALIK) BARTO			   2/2/2018			   92
16	 ENNIS			   LOUISE (MIKLIS) MAREK			   2/1/2018			   97
22	 WALLIS			  ALICE (KOSIK) VAVRICKA			   1/4/2018			   85
29	 FRYDEK		  EDITH (ZAPALAC) SLIVA				   1/1/2018			   88
30	 EAST BERNARD		 LEONA (KALLUS) TYDLACKA			   12/14/2017		  91
31	 LA GRANGE		  DENISE (DRAWE) JOHNSON			   2/16/2018		  49
31	 LA GRANGE		  ELIZABETH (BELOTA) BACA			   1/16/2018		  94
33	 HILLJE			   JANE (LISKA) BARNARD				   12/12/2017		  95
38	 SAN ANTONIO		  COLETTE (KOSTELNIK) KNOWLES		  3/15/2018		  79
43	 GANADO		  AMALIA (VESELY) SIMICEK			   11/1/2016		  98
43	 GANADO		  JOSEPHINE (ELISA) SCHNEIDER			   1/19/2018		  84
43	 GANADO		  IRENE (KAHANEK) MALCIK			   3/19/2018		  92
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 LORETTA (STRMISKA) BOERNER			  12/27/2017		  99
46	 CORPUS CHRISTI	 NORMA (SPALEK) BIRMINGHAM			   3/7/2018			   97
66	 WEIMAR		  JOHN CHARLES FREDERICKS			   1/6/2016			   85
72	 EL CAMPO		  GEORGIA (KRENEK) PIWETZ			   12/9/2017		  91
76	 RUNGE			   DOROTHY (BILY) POINTS			   5/6/2017			   86
86	 SEYMOUR		  IRENE MOKRY					     1/13/2018		  83
86	 SEYMOUR		  JULIE (SOSOLIK) HOSTAS			   3/4/2018			   92
86	 SEYMOUR		  CHRISTINE (OPELLA) ODSTRCIL			   3/3/2018			   101
89	 SINTON			  GEORGIA (MARTINKA) SCHMIDT			  1/13/2018		  91
93	 AUSTIN			  WANDA (NETEK) O’LEARY			   1/21/2018		  81
108	 DALLAS		  HELEN (BARTON) CONNER			   2/12/2018		  75
114	 HOUSTON		  VERLINE (MINARCIK) JASEK			   1/19/2018		  85
114	 HOUSTON		  EFFIE (JASEK) PIWETZ				    1/1/2018			   93
120	 SUGARLAND		  JOSEPHINE (ZALMAN) OSINA			   1/4/2018			   75
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 PATRICIA (OGDEN) DICKERSON			   10/14/2017		  92
123	 RAYMONDVILLE	 DOROTHY (KELLER) BRIEGER			   12/25/2017		  89
124	 TEXAS CITY		  GEORGIA (EICHER) MCCONNELL			  2/1/2018			   90
125	 HOUSTON		  GLADYS (JANACEK) FOERSTER			   1/16/2018		  93
125	 HOUSTON		  DEBRA (SCHLITZKUS) CLENDENNEN		  2/6/2018			   61
127	 ARLINGTON		  SANDRA (REJCEK) EDWARDS			   3/4/2013			   46
127	 ARLINGTON		  DOROTHY (FULLER) KRAL			   12/7/2017		  84
134	 LUBBOCK		  BETTY (MAZANEC) BESSIRE			   2/2/2018			   88
135	 AUSTIN			  GASPAR VASQUEZ GUAJARDO, III		  11/18/2017		  51



Who Needs a Safe Alternative*? 

Illustration Male Age 72 $100,000 premium 
Red:  .5% Bank CD 
Blue:  GUARANTEED Cash Value 
Green:  GUARANTEED Death Benefit  $173,602 
 * The Safe Alternative is a  

Single Premium Whole Life Plan featuring 
Guaranteed Cash Values and Death 
Benefit.  Funds will be different than 
illustrated based on age and amount 
deposited. 

Retirees that want to save money 
on a guaranteed basis. 

Seniors that want their heirs to 
receive a substantial income-tax-free 
legacy. 

Heirs that want to set aside funds for 
a high guaranteed tax-deferred return. 

Anyone that appreciates knowing 
that they are protected even in case of 
critical or terminal illness. 

Since it is Paid-Up Life Insurance, the 
K.J.Z.T. Safe Alternative can never 
be taken away by anyone without your 
permission. 
 
Call for more information:

844.KJZT.TEX 
844.559.8839       www.KJZT.org 


